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J ff e1~son County Histor~ical Society 

o man is fit to be ent11 usted with the control 
of the p1~esent ,, ho is ignorant of the past and no 
p o 1 \ ho a1~e indiffe11 ent to their past need hope 
o make their future g1~eat. 
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\M L I-IO LL BRO\V 

The 1an , nd I-Ii 1ap 

Amo11g l1e many pUl'J)oses they se1 .. ve the impo1 .. tance 
of 111a1)s as l1is 01 .. ical t"eco1'ds has been 1 .. ecog·nized down 
l11'ougl1 l1e ag·es. Vo ages of discove1·y to the New World 
e1· 1 .. co1 .. cl d on maps as well as in jou1 .. nals and lette1·s; 

a11d a1 .. l S1Janish E11g·lish F1·ench and Dutch maps 
sl1ow i11 va1· ing outlines tl1e routes and the land masses 
a h a1)1)ea11 ed to the ca1 .. tog·1,aphe1's. Later, in the 

s 1·n movement in Ame1'ica the ca1'tog·1,.aphe1~ and 
l1is 1naps Vir'el'e of g1 .. eat impo1'tance to tl1e settle1--s who 
la l' followed the routes they had ma1"ked. 

One of the ea1 .. l and most f an1ous Ame1'ican expedi-
io11s that of Lewis and Cla1 .. k (1804-1806) p1 .. oduced 

1na1)s hat l1elped o secu1·e the g1·ea t 01·thwest for the 
Uni d States, and p1 .. ovided guidance for thousands of 
})io11ee1~s 110 mig1 .. a ted f l'Om the eas~. 

J ff 1 .. son Count is fo1 .. tunate that mo1 .. e tha11 a hundred 
a.11 ago, an ex1)e1~t map make1 .. ~ as busy making maps, 

and in doi11g, so 1 .. eco1·ded the histo1·y of the County. This 
as Samuel Howell B1 .. own of Cha1,.les Town whose 1852 

a11d 1883 ma1)s a1·e still standa1 .. d 1'"efe1 .. ences f 01· histo1--ians, 
l gal resea1·cl1 and individuals t1 .. acing ancest1"al home 
si es i11 this County. 

Those 1)e1,.sons who a1·e p1'oud possesso1~s of one or 
n101· of Mr. B1·own's maps ma not be awa1 .. e that he 
\\ n1uch 1no1·e than the 19th centu1·y ca1·tog1·apher of 
J ffer·son Count 1, but was also an official map maker 
fo1· t~h Confede1 .. ate A1·my whe1"e he made a distinguished 
con 1 .. ibu ion to 1· co1·ds of the Civil Wai .. pe1 .. iod . 

.. o n i11 1· s in M1". B1·own s maps began some years 
ago \\ h 11 I came in o possession of an 1852 Jeffe1,.son 

ou11 !lap. om time late1· I acqui1~ect an 1883 map 
b~ 1... B1·0\\111. Tl1ese wo maps have been p1 .. ized ove1--
h .. ars bu it was onl, du1 .. ing the past summe1 .. that 

I l a1 .. 11 d of l1is othe1'" maps. The gift of a ''Map of the 
a l - i Ids of Hat'"P 1 s Fe1·1.. and Sha1·psbu1"g \Vith 

Po i io11 of T1 .. oop Sep . 13 to 17 1862'' bo1·e the note, 
' T acco1npan the R })Ol't of Gene1"al Robe1·t E. Lee 

. . A1·1n , and h nan1e of the make1.. ' S. Howell 
Br·o\\ 1 1 i u . Eng1·. T1·oops in cl1a1 .. ge Topl. Dept. 

Thi maJ) l1acl b n pu1 .. chas d i11 A la11 a and sent 
f 1~0 1 T " . nd i ga 1e a n \ }) 1·s1) c i e o the 1·ange 
o 1·. Bt"O\\ n s , 01 .. k as a ca1· og1 .. a1)he1 ... The fact hat 
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he had served in the Confederate Arrny and had been 
an official map maker for the Anny of Northern Virginia, 
led to other interesting discoveries about his work. 

Samuel Howell Brown was born January 14, 1831, the 
son of Jarnes M. Brown and Sarah Howell Brown of 
Cha1~1es Town. The father was Surveyor for Jefferson 
County, Virginia, from 1832 to 1852. The young man 
worked with his father and we presume that he thus 
acquired his training as a surveyor and cartographer. He 
was later to hold the same office for S. Howell Brown 
who was Surveyor for Jefferson County, West Virginia, 
from 1865 to 1902, a period of 37 years. 

In 1885 Mr. Brown was n1arried to Miss Annie Lee 
Wager at Spring Hill, in Culpepper County, Virginia. 
Mrs. Brown was the daughter of Dr. Edward Wager of 
Harpers Ferry and a f arnily connection of Robert Harper, 
founder of Harpers Ferry. Mr. and Mrs. Brown made 
their home at what is now ''Oakland," the present home 
of Mrs. Pauline Dutrow Houser on Route 340, east of 
Charles Town. Of their six children, four daughters are 
now living. They are Mrs. Kenneth Pennie and Mrs. Ara 
Wyche Sn1ith of Culpepper, Virginia; Mrs. Percy Edmonds 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and Mrs. Grover Batten 
who has lived in Honolulu since her marriage to a promi­
nent surgeon there sorne years ago. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown seem to have been people of great energy and 
vitality, Mrs. Brown having niade several trips to visit 
her daughter in the Hawaiian Islands during her later 
years. 

Mr. Brown passed away in January 1905, and Mrs. 
Brown in 1953. They are buried in Zion Episcopal Church­
yard in Charles Town. 

Mr. Brown was much interested in the inauguration 
of free ru1 .. al mail delivery, and was one of the prominent 
citizens of Jefferson County who attended the meeting 
at Charles Town in 1896 at which definite plans for this 
experiment were made. No doubt his detailed knowledge 
of the roads and residents of the County made hiin a 
valuable advisor in setting up this pioneer project which 
developed into the present Rural Free Delivery of the 
United States Postal Service. 

The first map published by S. Howell Brown of which 
we have knowledge was the 1852 ''Map of Jefferson 
County, Virginia, fr·orn Actual Survey with the Farm 
Boundaries, with Scale of Miles and Perches." It is 55 
by 44 inches and printed in pastel colors. Most of the 
copies still in good condition are paper mounted on linen. 
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Ho ve1- Mis Glad s Ha1 .. tzell of Shepherdstown owns 
on on p p 1· (in g·ood condition) without the linen 

• n1oun 1ng. 
In addi ion to the fa1 .. m bounda1·ies ma11 ked with the 

names of the land owne1·s, the map shows the roads 
s ·1· ams to -s indust1·ial sites school locations and so 
much o 11 1· i'nfo1·mation that it can be called a complete 

ic u1· of J ff 1·son County in 1852. 
At he sides a1·e sketches of va1--ious points of interest 

\\ hi h includ the cove1--ed b1·idge at Shepherdstown the 
ain S 1· of Cha1--Ies Town and Shannondale Springs 

h n a pOJ)Ula1· 1 .. eso1·t. Twenty-seven districts a1"'e shown 
in h aunt in cont1·ast to the p1~esent six. Adjoining 
s c ions of Be1·kel y Cla1 .. ke and Loudoun Counties Vir­
g·inia Washington and F1--ede1 .. ick Cou11ties, Ma1 .. yland are 
i11clud d. 

The following~ desc1"iptions appear at the side of the 
1nap: 

J eff 11 son Count was originally a part of Spotsylvania 
Coun the la tte1· was established May 1, 1721; in 1727 

1~ d1·icksbu1"g as made the count. seat. Orange County 
\\as fo1n1ed JanuaI"Y 1 1735· Fred1"ick County was 
c1· at d in 1738 • Be1·keley Coun y was taken from Fred-
1--ick Ma 15, 1772 and J effe1--son f1"om Be1 .. keley October 
25 1801. h l)he1"dstown fo1--me1 .. l Mecklenburg began to 
b s t I d about he ea1, 1730. About the year 1783 James 
Ruin made on tl1e Potomac River a successful experi­
m nt in he application of Steam to propelling a boat, 
and his claims o disco, e1· a1·e now generally acknow-
1 dged • o this illage is asc1·ibed the location of his 
e" p 1--im n . Population in 1850 - 1561. 

Cha1'l s To n is the County Seat, named after its 
J)1·op1·i 01.. Cha1·Ies Washington a b11 other of Genl. 
\ a l1ing·ton. Population in 1850 - 1514. 

~ A Ha1 .. pe1·s Fer 1 an a1 .. mo1.. is established by the 
Go, 1·nm n of th nit d S ates· there a1·e manufac-
u1 d a hi place annuall 15 000 Muskets and 1800 
ifl and h 1·e is ex1Jended b he Government annually 
22 ,000. Popula ion in 1850 - 1747. 

iddl a.. fo1 .. m 1·1~ 1 mi hfield Population in 1850 -
46. Boli ar 11a1ned (b i s p1 .. op1 ieto1-- he late Majo1~ 

G 01· Ro,, les aft I'" he g1·eat outh Ame1"ican Pat1·iot 
nd H o. co11 ai11 d in 1850 a J)Opulation of 1054. 

1· a o 11 oun i abou 210 Squa1"e iles. 
ct lt e of la11d a 1-- g p 1· ac1·e 1850 is 44.00. 

'' a u of I' al a 1)1·i a 6,242 000. 
lue of p 1·sonal 4 000 000. 
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''Tax paid to the State (Revenue) $12,894. 
''License tax paid to the State $3,074. 
''Parish and county levy $8,602.50. 
''School tax, $1.00 for each white Titheable between 

the ages of 16 & 60 years and 50 per cen turn on the 
State revenue. Churches 23. Public Schools 27. The houses 
of these Schools are frequently used for religious worship. 
There are 4 Acaden1ies in the County and several private 
schools.'' 

Many of the family names shown as prorninent land 
owners in 1852 have disappeared fron1 the County arnong 
the111 Scollay, Hurst, McCloy, Throckmorton, Mccurdy, 
Dust, Harr1tra:mck, Kearsley, Selby, Towner, McEndree, 
Duffield, Chapline, Van Swearingen, Entler, Parran, 
Shindler, Lowndes, Beall, Alstadt, Marniion, McMurran, 
Sappington, Wager. 

Mr. Brown was 21 years old in 1852 when this map 
was published. It is fitting to again rnention here the 
accuracy with which Mr. Brown prepared his n1aps. It 
could have been no small task in those days to draw the 
farm boundaries and give the owner's narnes, and even 
to spell the:m all correctly. Today with the aid of a 
telephone and car it would be a gigantic task. Mr. 
Brown worked without such means of quick coinrnunica­
tion and travel and we surmise that much of his material 
was gathered in trips on horseback or by wagon with his 
instru111en ts. 

The 1883 map by Mr. Brown is 62 inches high and 47 
inches wide and is printed on buff paper backed on linen. 
Again he gave the farni boundaries and owners' nan1es 
and much statistical data. The pictures on this map 
include Harpers Ferry froni the Maryland side of the 
Potoniac. There is a sketch of Shepherdstown viewed 
froni the north shore of the river, and another of the 
Court House at Charles Town. At this time seven districts 
are shown in the County. 

Also in 1883, the ''Map of Middleway, Incorporated in 
1831," made by Mr. Brown was published. It shows the 
streets and lot nu:mbers, names of property owners, the 
churches, school, the mill, the cerneteri-es and other 
details. Prepared with Mr. Brown's customary accuracy, 
it is a valuable record of the village which has been called 
S:mithfield and Clip as well as Middleway. This map is 
dated May 12, 1883. 

In 1848, Mr. Brown made a map of Harpers Ferry 
''Prepared in compliance with letter to Major Sy:mington.'' 
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Tl1is 110\ s l1e Muske Facto1'y the Pay Maste1-- s Quar­
e1·s 11 Public G1·a ,e Ya1·d and lots in the town and has 

a 11u1nb 1· of 1· f 1· 11ces to the Rifle Facto1 .. y. 
Tl1 11 i11 186 l1e 1nade 'Map of Harpers Fe1"1'y-Plat 

of 11 Ha1·pe1·s e1·1· A1 .. mo1·y P1 .. ope1·ty laid off into lots 
fo1· sal i1 1)u1·st1ance of the Act of Decembe1 .. 15 1869 
a1J1)1·0 d b n1. M. Belknap, Sec1·etary of War." This 
\ as a }1 tiine when p1·epa1--ations we1·e being made fo1· 

11 sal of tl1e Ha1·pe1·s Fe1·1'y A1·mo1·y Property. This map 
is v 1· d tail -ct in 1·ega1·d to the town and a membe1· of 
tl1e a io11al Pa1·k Se1·vice Staff said this summe1·, ''We 
tis it ,, -1· day." 

!11 1869 11'. B1·own made a plat in th1·ee sections of 
11 la11cl O\ n d b tl1e estate of Ge1·ard B. Wager. Copies 

a1· O\ 11 d b tl1e ational Pa1·k Se1·vice and the originals 
1· l1e 1J1·op 1·t of Majo1· T. T. Pe1·1·y of Cha1--les Town. 
Tl1 ma1)s me11tioned so fa1· were all of Jeffe1·son County 

o, pa1·ts of it. 1·. B1"own s n1ilita1·y ca1"ee1· d1 .. ew l1im into 
a wid 1· field of se1·vice. 

Tl1 Roll of Compan G (Botts' G1·eys), 2nd Vi11 ginia 
Infa11 1· Regi1nent Stonewall B11 igade, A1·my of No1·thern 

ii·g·inia mus e1·ed in o se1·vice at Ha1 .. pers Fe1--1~y, May 11, 
18 1 includ s the 11ames of S. Howell B1 .. own 1st Serg. 
La e1· h b came 1st Lieut. Co. I 1st Regt .. Engr. Dept. 
i11 cl1a1·g of Topog·1·aphical Dept. under Gene1·al Stonewall 
Jackson and was p1·esent at the time of General Jackson's 
cl a 11 at l1ancello1·sville. 

I11fo1·111a ion f1·01n Mr. B1"own s daughte1"s is that he 
1nad at 1 ast 14 :milita1· maps du1·ing his se1·vice in the 

onf d 1·a e A1·1ny. 
Of 1Ja1· icula1· inte1· st is Map of the Battle-Fields of 

H 1·1) 1· F 1·1· and Sha1·psbu1·g with Position of T1 .. oops, 
ot1 s of A1·n1~ &c, S p . 13 to 17 1862. S. Howell B1·own 

1 i · u . Eng1·. T1·oops in cha1·ge Topl. Dept. A. N. V." 
In lo,, r· I f coin 1· is he note, To accompany 1·epo1·t 
of G 11 1·al Rob 1· E. Lee C. S. A1·my. 

This in }) sl10\ s h Potomac Rive1 .. f1·om Crider s Mill 
, bou cue 1101· 11 of I a1,.d Sc1·abble) to the junctu1·e 

\\ i 11 11 l1enandoah a Ha1·pe1·s Fe1·1,y and south on the 
11 11 11doal1 Ri 1· o Ke~ s Fo1·d and the neigl1bo1--ing 
oun i_ . ...., i 1 i ·ginia a11d Ma1· land. The Confede1·ate 

Inf 11 t 1. posi ·1011s a1, s110\\ n \ i h pa1·allel 1·ed lines the 
on d - 1· i 11 1· . \\ i 11 lines of 1·ed er osses • he Fede1·al 

I 1f n 1· i 110 :\ n \\ i 11 blue })a1·allel lines and the Fede1~a1 
1· ill 1· , i 11 blu c1·0s es. Tl1 Rou e of A1·m is ma1·ked 

b , 1· ct i11-~ 01n of hese indicating ha existing· 1·oads 
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were used. It is interesting to note that on this 111ap 
the ·bridge at Shepherdstown is shown but Inarked 
''Destroyed." A thin red line indicates that the Potomac 
Ford below Shepherdstown was used for crossing the 
river. Mr. Brown has included the names of the farni 
owners in both states though not the farm. ·boundaries. 
The streains are clearly shown. This inap which has 
much of local interest, is included in the ''Atlas to 
Accornpany the Official Records of the Union and 
Confederate Armies,'' 1891-1895, reprinted 1958. 

''Memoirs of Robert E. Lee,'' by A. L. Long, forn1erly 
Military Secretary to Gen. Lee, afterward Brig. Gen. and 
Chief of Artillery Second Corps, Army of Northern Vir- • 
ginia, was published in 1887. It contains three of Mr. 
Brown's :maps. These are ''Map of the Battlefield of 
Harper's Ferry, Sept. 13th to 17th, 1862; Map of the 
Battlefield of Sharpsburg, Sept. 13th to 17th 1862; and 
Map of the Battlefield of Gettysburg with position of 
Troops, July 2nd, 1863. The Maker's name in the lower 
right corner of each is ''S. Howell Brown, 1st Lt. Engr. 
Troops, in charge Topl. Dept. A. N. V. No doubt other 
books of the period contain Civil War maps by Mr. B1'own. 

At the end of the war, Mr. Brown returned to Charles 
Town. His parole was dated May 16, 1865, and he ap­
parently became Surveyor for Jefferson County of the 
new State of West Virginia, v-ery soon ther'eafter as County 
records show that he assumed the official title of Surveyor 
in that year. 

It would be interesting to know how many of Mr. 
Brown's Inaps are still in Jefferson County, and just who 
are the fortunate individuals that own them. The 1852 
and 1883 and Middleway maps may be seen in the Jeffer­
son County Court House in Charles Town in the Office 
of the County Clerk, Miss Emily Stanley. They have been 
placed in handsome wooden fran1es and protected with 
plate glass. 

The Jefferson County Historical Society owns the 1852 
and 1883 County maps, and the 1852 Harpers Ferry inap. 

It has been a very long tin1e since a good S. Howell 
Brown map was offered at an auction sale in Jefferson 
County and it would be impossible to name a going price. 
It is safe to say however, that appreciation for Mr. Brown 
and his work have increased with the years and we doubt 
that anyone in the County who owns a good Brown map 
would consider parting with it for mere 111oney. 
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Fo1· assistance i11 p1~epa1 .. ing this paper my appr .. eciation 
go s to 1·s. P 11nie a11d M1~s. Smith, daughters of S. 

o~ 11 B1 .. 0\\1n • Major T. T. Pe1'1"y; M1 ... Robert Lag·emann, 
l1is 01·i n of l1e An ietam Battlefield; M1·. Wes Wolfe, 
l1is 01·ian a Ha1·1Je1·s Fe1 .. 1--y atio11al Histo1·ical Park, and 

1·s. J ohn Goulding. 
Linnie Schley 

0 \ 
Fo1· n101 .. e han twenty yea1--s the1--e we1--e three towns 

11a111ed Cl1a1 .. les Town in p1·esent West Virginia. 
ne as i11 he Eastei·n Panhandle in what was then 

B l'k l y County; the second was in the No1--thern Pan­
l1andle, he county seat of B1--ooke County; and the third 
\\as in the soutl1e1 .. n part of v\'est Virginia in Kanawha 

ounty. 
Cha1·les Town established in 1 787 was of course named 

fo1· Cha1·les ashington, its founder. The U. S. Post 
Of ice in county seat of p1~esent Jeffe1 .. son County was 
stablished on Janua1·y 30, 1799 under the name of 
l1a1~1esto\ n ( one ,,101~d). The Post Office Department 

o ficiall adop ed the name of Charles Town (two words) 
on ApI'il 1 1912. The 1852 and 1883 maps of Jeffe1·son 

oun b , S. Howell B1 .. own County Su1 .. veyor, invariably 
us d l1a1 .. lestown ( one 01 .. d fo1.. the county seat and 
11 ~ 1)ape1·s in he 1850 s had it Charlestown ( one word). 

ajo1' Tho1·nton T . P 1 .. 1.. ~ riting in 1952 on the Charles 
O'-' Post Office said ·that in the ea1 .. ly 1800's it was 

o t n 1· fe1,1·ed to as Charleston, Be1 .. keley County, and 
11 t man a1·ly maps of that section show it as 
11 r·l s on. The1'e seems to have been a pe1 .. iod when 

l tt 1·s int nded fo1 .. one of the three towns were add1 .. essed 
l1arles O\\- and also to Charleston. Some who ad-

1 ss d a I , e1· ·o the ov,Tn where John B1--o\\,n who was 
I e1 h ng d a su1,ed its reaching the -desi1'ed destination 
b d i11g J f on Coun to Cha1·lestown 01 .. Cha1 .. leston. 

, 11 bu1·g i h no1 tl1 1~n panhandle of West Vi1·ginia 
~ 01 igi11all cha1· e1·ed in 1791 as Cha1·lestown, the name 
in l1ono1 .. o i s founde1-- Cha1'les P1--athe1.. but changed 

~ llsbu1"g in 1816 in hono1· of he fo1--me1· s son-in-law, 
1 ." nd l' lls. The cl1ange seems to have been made 

··~ a f 1·01n tl1e confusion as o places. 
11 1 o 1 011 h Kana,, ha Ri\re1· in 'fvest Vi1 .. ginia, 

\\ a 01~i i le: 11 cl1a1.. 1· cl • n 1 94 as Cha1--lesto 1 in honor 
o i fot 1d r ·s 11 l" Cha1les Cle11denin bu it \Vas 

11 11g ·o 11 1·1 on i11 1818 .. 
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IM JAHR UNSEREM HERRN, 1765 
The Founding of St. Pete1·'s Church, Shepherdstown 
As Lutherans enter St. ti1~"', L ,. ~ J, 

~~-':f?' ~ Peter's Church, they are ~flz,~ ~ . , • ~ 
t . t t d ~ 'fl;_'&)?x" i,,~ ~ -conf ran ed w1 h he a - ~~)~~-- ~ -.. ~ ~ ... ::~" 

~ "':.lf:i.Pi.,< f\ 4 ~ , ~ "' n1oni tion in German on --~:~~,, ~, > • , (&· 

the brass escutcheon of ., . 
the tower door: ''Im Jahr ~.,:?.-· • -ft 

~; ~~ ), 

Unsrern Herrn, 1795. Be- :t( 1-~ ~ 
wahre deinen Fuss wan du ~~~)J 
in das Haus des Herrn ·~-
gehest.'' The warning to 
''guard your feet when you \-·) 
into the House of the Lord f_'i, 
go," taken from "Ecclesi- ·it 
astes,'' has been counsel­
ing church-goers since it 
was inscribed on b1--ass by 
Michael Rickard for the 
great walnut door of the 
brick church on East Ger­
man Street. In 1908 it was 
t ransferred to the present 
church where it continues 
t.o g·uard the key of St. 
Peter's. 

The Reve1--end Joseph 
Augustus Seiss, who served 
the congregation as pastor 
in the n1iddle of the nine­
teen th century, i11 his ''His­
tory of the E'vangelical 
Lutheran Church in Shep­
herdstown up to 1845'' 
wrote: ''The first emi­
grants of the Lutheran 
Church to this community 
came about 1730.'' Though 
historians ag1'ee that Ger­
majn families crossed the 
Potomac River soon after 
the initial settlers in the 
l 730's, certainly the main ., 
influx of artisans carne ,l~t~N- ✓- ~ ~ 
with the founding of Mecklenburg (Shephe1'dstown) in 
1762. 
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Tl1a tl10s God-lovi11g God-fea1·ing old Ge1 .. mans held 
~ 1·s 1iJ) s 1· i s i11 11 i1· ho1nes is a ce1 .. tainty and that 

Ltt 11 1·a1.1 111js~ io 1a1·i s f1·on1 Pennsylvania and Mary-
la11d oucl1 cl t 11 i1· Ii v s is not. to be doubted. 

Tl1 }JO})Ula1· us of 1735 as tl1e beginning of Lutheran­
is111 in S11 IJl1 1·du O\\ 11 may stem f1·om a pa1 .. ag1 .. aph in 
D a11 k Da11ct1~ictg· s Iii 101·ic . h phe1·d to,\1n st1ggesting 
t,l1a \l1 e 1 t11 Re e 1· -11d Jol1annes Caspe1· Stove1 .. , an 
iti11 1·a11 Lt1l,l1e1·a11 pasto1· administe1·ed the sac1·ament 
of Hol. Ba1J is 11 011 June 21 1735 a Antietam~ Ma1·yland, 

11 almost 1·tai111, c1·ossed the Poton1ac and was p1·ob­
abl 011 of tl1e fi1·s minisi l"S to p1 .. each in Shepherds-
t O\\ 11. H ai··. L. n. ce1~ di 01· of he hephe1·d. town 
R ••. 1· fo1· fif a1"s \\ l"Ote in its columns: ''I t is said 
l1a 11 11 ·ans~ l1ad tl1ei1" fi1·st 1 .. eg·ula1~ chu1 .. ch se1 .. vice 

11 1· i 1 1-35 a11d his is not imp1·obable as by this time 
11, 1· \\ a quit a ettlen1ent he1·e. , There is a t1'9adition, 

\\ 11i 11 v. a~ l)i k r tip b, Ella May Turner in ''Pioneer 
P1· acl1 1·s of Jeffe1·so11 Cot1nty ,' that the Reve1 .. end Henry 

l 1io1· 'll1hJe11 bc1·0 • IJ1·eacl1ed he1--e before the middle 
l1 i2·11t 11t,l1 c n u1·,. Howeve1 .. , the1~e is no mention .., 

of ucl1 a ,,isit in tl1e Jo11 ·na of uhl 11berg. 

t111 11 b 1·g· does speak of the late a1 .. rivals f1 .. om Vir-
0 ·i11i a of ca l1i t Wildbal1n and two delegates bringing 
JJ i io11 f1·0111 11 i1.. co11g·1,eg,a ions to the meeting of 

t,11 R \' 1· -11d Mi11ist 1·it1m ' at Philadelphia in 1762. That 
o 1 of ,11 co11g·1· ga · ions \\,as in Wincheste1.. is clea1--Iy 
, a ct i11 11 jol1111al. Scv I'al histo1'ians believe that the 

011cl cl 1 'a · 1·e1)1· s 11t d Sh }Jher·dsto -n. If this we1--e 
1·u l1 1.. ,, a s0111 l<i11d of ''01·ganizPd'' Lutheranism 

11 1 b fOl' 1765 l" co1·d d as t.he off· cial founding of the 
1u ·cl1. Tl1 cl l ga n1a. hav been f1 .. om the Luthe1 .. an 

~- ·n1 11 of t111io 1 co11 °·1.. g·a ion a t pe of ea1·Iy Ge1 .. man 
, t"O ~ • a11 l1u1 .. cl1 0111n1011 in PPn11s. lvania and Ma1"y-
la11cl - a ,. I) 111ade up of Lt1the1 .. ans and Refo1·mers, 
1 lcl o • 11 1· b 11a io11al l1e1·i age and language. 

11 l, ~11 11 1 n1a ha, e b en an ea1·1 union chu1--ch .. 
11 l1ot1 ·11 a1·1 i i11 l'an }Jl" -ache1·s ce1 .. ainly p1·eached 
11 1" a11cl tl1ou ·11 a d l t-;a f1·0111 h e1.. 111a. have g·one 

o a 111 i11g· of 11 i11i 1·it1111 of Pe1111s lvania in 1762 
i a i11 0 1 .. di11 °· Io local cht11--ch 1 .. eco1--ds, in neat 

1·111 11 ·i1) 11a • he an°·eli al u l1e1·an Chu1·cl1 of 
11 })1 ·d to 1 ,, o i ial , e ablisl1ed. 
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Research for this article, however, has revealed indi­
cations that organized Lutheranisrri existed in this coni­
Inunity ·before the date shown in the parish records. 
Further study is needed. 

''The Original Record of Those Who Entered into 
the Service of the Protestant Lutheran Congregation at 
Shepherdstown and the Building of the Church in 1795'' 
states in German that in 1765 nine persons met together 
to establish the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Shep­
herdstown. Thoug·h they had no minister, they n1et in 
a house for divine worship, and an elder read a sermon. 
Six of the founders are listed in the old ledger: Henrich 
Budinger, Henrich Kuckes, Martin Endler, Philip Kleber, 
Nicolas Hahn, and Martin Wohlfarth. 

In 1766 they procured a regular pastor, the Reverend 
Mr. Bauer, who was followed by Pastors Carl F. Wildbahn, 
Nicodemus, George Young, Jacob Weimer, and Christian 
Streit. All of these ministers were serving several con­
gregations, and none lived here. 

On May 16, 1774, Henry Cookus gave out of his ''good 
regard and affection'' for them one acre each to the 
Lutheran and Refor·rned congregations on opposite sides 
of East Gerrnan Street. Separate graveyards, fronted by 
stonewalls, were established directly across from each 
other. Since Henry Cookus had not obtained the land 
frolll Richard Mo1~gan until 1765, the claim.s for tomb­
stone inscriptions in the 1720's can hardly be substan­
tiated. The early stone cutters' 2's and 9's are hazardously 
similar after years of weathering. Six Revolutionary 
soldiers are known to be ·buried here: Philip Entler, M. 
Endler, Martin Ernst, Daniel Folk, Adam Link, and Lewis 
Ronem.ous. A list of inscriptions legible in the early part 
of this century was published in December 1961 issue of 
the l\fagazine of the Jeffe1·son County Historical Society. 

On the southeast corner of the Lutheran graveyard 
plat, an old house, built to the specifications for the 
original dwellings here, still stands. It n1ay have been 
a school house. Dr. William Eisenberg, pastor of Grace 
Lutheran Church, Winchester, in his history of that 
congregation, wrote: ''Those old German forefathers were 
thrifty and practical. There would have been no logic 
in building two log churches, side by side, or two schools 
on adjoinin.g lots. Is it not reasonable to assume that 
one group agreed to hasten the building~ of its church, 
while the other hastened to erect the building of its 



J ff rson Count Histo1"ical Society 23 

school, in 01·der that both church building and school 
building n1igl1 be available to both?'' This may have 
be n ·h si • uation here - the union church on the 
Refo1·m d pla the school house on the Luthe1·an. Of 
cou1·se tl1 old house may have been built for an early 
pa1·sonag . For" a l1und1·ed ., ears it was the home of the 
chu1·ch s sexton; it is now used by the caretaker of the 
g1·av ) a1·d. 

As o the fi1·st place 01" places of worship, there is 
obscur·i . . C. S. Musse1-- in T, o Hundred Years' History 

f 11 pl1 1·d to,,rn w1·ote that it is ''safe to assun1e'' that 
tl1e1·e \\ as an ea1--Iy union meeting house here shared 
b th Luthe1·ans and Reforme1--s. However there is no 
di1·ect 1· f 1·ence among the archives of either church to 
sucl1 a union edifice. One of the church's records does 
s a hat houg·h Lutherans were he1--e in 1730 they 

1--e i hout ' sanctua11 y privileges'' for 30 years. Dr. 
Eisenbe1 .. g· who is now doing research for a histo1--y of 
h i1 .. gi11ia Synod feels that this may p1 .. ovide the date, 

1760 fo1' he construction of a union chu1 .. ch used by 
a union cong1,egation of Lutherans and Reformers. 

It is general! accepted that during the 1780's the 
R fo1·m 1·s 1· cted a building of ''dressed logs'' for wor-
hi p on he plat deeded thein by Hen1 .. y Cookus. A deep-

1·00 • d 1·adition holds that the Luthe1,ans also used this 
building until he completion of their.. church across 
he street. 

Lutheranism he1,e was st1 .. engthened when in December 
1 90 f1·om Mannheim Pennsylvania came the Reverend 
Johann Da,,id Young a native of Garlitz Upper Saxony, 
i11 Eu1·ope. He gave stabili to the congregation. 

inc h memb 1 .. ship had inc1"eased the local Luther-
an \ ·i h a chu1 .. ch council made up of Martin 

I 1~ s nio1· icholas S 1 .. oher~ Geo1 .. ge Raab, Adam 
Linck r icl1a I Bu1,ket Johannes Heise1.. and Andreas 
Ron 111ous 'wi 11 t1-ust in God dete1'mined to build a 

"' 
b1·i k cl1u1,ch to His hono1.. in these dange1 .. ous and 

I'"OUl)l d ime . 111d ed i shall be a Luth 1·an chu1·ch in 
l i l 11 1101 r P1 .. o s a11 f ai h acco1·ding o the doctrines 

of t,11 apo 1 s a1 d h uncl1angin.g Augsbu1·g Confession 
111a~ b J)1· a h d a11d \ l ere • he hol r sac1·ament may be 

ct ministered. 
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The solemn laying of the cornerstone took place on 
the 13th Sunday after Trinity, which was August 30, 
1795. One hundred eleven years passed before it was 
removed to be placed in the wall of the new church in 
1906. The old red brick two steepled edifice was destroyed 
by fire in 1924. 

The bell which sun1rnoned the Lutherans to worship 
in their 1795 ''Haus des Herrn '' was one of a peal of four 
purchased in Europe by Michael Yeasley. Three of the 
bells were hung in a stone tower, which still stands at 
the back of the present Reformed Church. The Lutherans 
placed one in the belfry of their church. Rachel Snyder 
in A History of St. Peter's Church, 1765-1940 wrote: ''It 
is said that the old bell that rang for nearly a century 
among these hills had also been an emigrant, as had 
been the early Lutherans. It is believed to have come 
from the city of Marseilles, France and to have been 
thrown overboard by some explosion of the French 
Revolution that sought to abolish the bell, book and 
candle of the old religion; but the tone rang as cheerily 
for those doughty German Lutherans as it had done to 
summon the French Catholics to Vespers.'' vVhen a new 
bell was purchased in 1877, according to St. John Byer, 
a local writer and Lutheran layman, the old bell was 
installed a .. t El:mwood CeIY1etery. A few years ago it was 
obtained by the Reformers, and the peal is cornplete 

• again. 

Am.ong the Lutheran church's first mernbers were five 
German artisans who fashioned wares which are collec­
tors' items today: Jacob Kraft, clock-maker; Michael 
Rickard, whitesrnith; Philip Sheetz, gunmaker; Conrad 
Schindler, Sr., coppersmith; and George Weis, potter. 
A. D. Kenamond included the stories of these craftsmen 
in his fifty Prominent Men of Shepherdstown, 1762-1962. 

Though there is conjecture as to the first house of 
worship, three important dates are backed up by the 
records: the Lutheran congregation here was established 
in 1765; on May 17, 1774, Henry Cookus gave an acre 
of land on the north side of East German Street to the 
Lutheran congregation ''for the better supporting and 
maintaining of Religion''; and the cornerstone of the 
brick church was laid on August 30, 1795. 
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And so those of the E·vangelical Lutheran faith with 
a regular pastor and a fine new church, alongside their 
graveyard, thought at last they could settle down to 
baptize their babies, catechize their children, lllarry their 
youth, and bury their dead in the uncornproniising faith 
of the Church of the Reformation. The record reads: 
''The old n1an, who had been sitting for half a century 
in sackcloth and tears, now began to rejoice in hope. 
A bow of prolllise spread its g·Iad colors on the passing 
cloud." 

However, with the death of Pastor Young canie discord 
and strife, for the period was one of transition from the 
German to the English language. Since this was an 
English speaking community, it was necessary for the 
church to adopt the Eng·Iish language if it were to survive. 
Many clung to the speech of their childhood. Sonie be­
canie alienated and ''the sister chu1·ches were left to 
reap much of Young's labors.'' In this period of turmoil, 
Pastors Frederick William Jasinski, J . K. Rebenach, 
and John Kaehler served the ''racked and dilapidated'' 
congregation. 

But finally the tone of t,he old w1~iting changes: ''But 
blessed for the congregation the Reverend Dr. Charles 
Philip Krauth came in 1819 to the sinking pastorate. 
Public worship was now begun in the English tongue, 
and Lutheranislll commenced a new era in Shepherds­
town.'' 

In the two hundredth anniversary year, the parish is 
still a lively part of the colilrnunity. The Reverend John 
Grissinger, Jr., is the thirty-fourth pastor to serve the 
Lutherans in this comm.unity. Those nine old Germans 
who organized the church here in 1765 scarcely could 
have envisioned the Shepherdstown Lutheran Parish of 
1965 with its two churches, St. Peter's in the center of 
town, and St. James', a few miles away, each with its 
own parish house, and a parsonag·e for a resident pastor. 
Neither could they have dreamed of the increased op­
portunities for worship and the vastly expanded educa­
tional prograni for those of every age. 

As the old ledger reads: ''So long as Jesus remains 
Lord, every day dawns more gloriously." 

Gladys Hartzell 
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t. Peters Lutheran Church 

In 1906 a co1 .. ne1·stone was laid for a limestone church, 
in he cente1· of town, at the corner of King and High 
Streets; and in 1908, bearing their Bible, cominunion 
s 1·vice, baptismal font organ bell, and a picture of 

a1 .. tin Luthe1~ they left their Haus des Herrn on German 
1· et. hen in 1938 a limestone pa1·sonage was built on 

Duke S 1 .. e at High, the pastor, too, left German Street . 

• 
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THE HITE FAMILIES IN JEFFERSON COUNTY 
A Pictu1·e-Narrative 

The Hite families in Jeffe1--son County, all of them 
during niore than two centuries, with a few exceptions 
noted later, may trace their ancestral lines back to Jacob 
Hite, second son of Joist Hite, the pioneer and colonizer 
of the lower Shenandoah Valley. 

Ba1--on Hans Joist Heydt in the Old World becanie Joist 
(pronounced Yost) Hite in America. He was born in the 
early 1680's in Strasburg·, Alsace. It is said that he was 
a wealthy Alsatian nobleman and that, because of 
religious strife, he Irlig·rated to Holland. It is supposed 
that his irrimediate fa1nily was wiped out in the religious 
struggle following the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 
This is probably true, for nowhere in the story of the 
Hites is found reference to Heydts left behind in Alsace. 

A n1an of determination and steady purpose he 
seems to have succeeded in g·etting out of Alsace and 
safe in Holland much of the moveable wealth that was 
his inheritance. In Holland l1e found many refugees 
from the religious struggles under Louis XIV. After a 
few years in Leyden he met and married Anna Maria 
DuBois, who used the Dutch language and followed 
Dutch custom.s. 

Having~ heard much about America and longing for 
the open spaces and most of all the freedom of life there, 
he set out for America in 1710 with Anna Ma1--ia and 
their infant daug,hter Mary, in his own vessel, the brig­
antine Benjamin Swift. Accompanying him, on that ship 
and on his schooner Friendship, were some Dutch and 
German families. With them he settled in the vicinity 
of Kingston, N. Y., joining a Dutch colony that in­
cluded the VanMetre, Eltinge and DuBois families that 
had preceded hirn. There his daughters Elizabeth and 
Magdalene were born and baptized in the Dutch Reformed 
Church. 

In Arnerica life was different. He ignored the title he 
had in Alsace, and his coat-of-arrns too. But for sorne 
silver plate, handed down through the descendants of 
his son Jacob, on which his coat-of-arms was engraved, 
no one would have known that he possessed one, much 
less what it was. 

-
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Joi t Hit ' ilver Ladle 
Hns l1is coat -of-a1·ms e11g1·a,1ed 011 it. O\,'11ed b~,1 !\1iss Louisa T. 

Hall, of Cl1a1·les TO\\' Il, a great-grea t-g1·ea t- g 1·ea t-g1·a11dda ughter of 
Jol Hite . S11e also O\\ 11s Jacob Rite's desk said to l1a ve bee11 b1·ought 
o,, 1· f1·om E11gla rid . 

I11 1716 Joist Hite moved to Ge1·mar1town Pa., and 
t,11 11 o l1e cl1t kill Rive1· at the rnoutl1 of Pe1'kiomen 

1· k ,1- 11 1· he bl1ilt a dwelling house and a mill and 
i11 adcli ion o fa1 .. 1ning· eng·ag·ed in milling and weaving. 

B.. 1 28 11 India11s l1ad made 1·aids upo11 the colonists 
011 t,11 c11u kill and o he1·s in Pennsylvania dest1·oying 
J)l'0}) 1· .. • bu tl1 J) • ion signed b Joist Hite and othe1·s 
b1"ot1 ·J t, 110 1· Ii f f1·om G o,,e1·1101· Go1•,do11 of Pe1111s l\ ania. 
Joi t Iiit c isgt1s ed b he indiff 1·ence of l1e gove1·n-
111 11 . d cicl d o sell l1is l1oldi11g on he Sch u kill 
a11.d o 1, •- mig1~a e o l1e ,, ilds of tl1e h n u11kno,\1n 

11 11a11do .11 \ all of i1·ginia. 
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On August 5, 1731 he purchased the VanMetres' 1730 -
contract for the settlelllent of 40,000 acres of land in 
Virginia west of the Shenandoah, and on October 21, 
1731 Joist Hite with Robert McKay got from the Governor 
and Council of Virginia an additional contract for 100,000 
acres west of the mountains, on condition that he would 
s·ettle 100 families on them in two years. In June 1734 
he had due proof that he had colonized the VanMetre 
Grant and in addition, by Christrnas 1735, had settled 
fifty-four farnilies on the Hite-McKay tract. 

Early in the spring of 1732 Joist Hite took sixteen 
families including his sons, daughters and sons-in-law, 
George Bowman, Paul Froman and Jacob Chrisman, frolll 
Pennsylvania and crossed the Potomac River at the ford 
later called Pack Horse Ford about a mile below the 
present Shepherdstown. It is a niatter of record that 
those sixteen families, after entering Virginia, were 
''obliged to live in their Waggons till they could build 
som.e Huts to shelter them. froni the ineleniency of the 
weather.'' 

Joist Hite settled on the Opequon about five :miles 
south of Winchester, where he ·built a stone house and 
a :mill. This was near ''Springdale,'' built years later by 
John Hite, his first S'On. In 1737 he selected another 
hoinestead for his in1:mediate family, a three-:mile stretch 
of land, 900 acres of alluvial soil, between Middle­
town and Strasburg, and designated by him as ''Long 
Meadows." His report to the Council at Willia:msburg 
recited ''that it shall become the Honiestead of iny son 
Isaac Hite," his third son. During niost of his later 
years he lived at ''Long Meadows," and his first wife, 
Anna Maria DuBois, n1other of his daughters and sons, 
died and was buried there, in 1738. 

On November 10, 1741 Joist Hite and Mary Magdalene, 
widow of Christian Nuschanger, entered into a niarriage 
contract. He was living at the ''Old House," his first 
ho111e on the Opeguon south of Kernstown, at the time 
of his death late in 1760 or early in 1761. It has been 
conclusively shown that Joist Hite was ·buried in the plot 
on the north end of the Opequon Memorial Churchyard, 
near Kernstown, Virginia. 

During his last years he was a relatively poor :man; 
he had contributed liberally to the building of the 
niansions of at least two of his sons and of his three 
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sons-i11-la . Tl1ose of .John Hite and Isaac Hite have 
al1· ad b n 111 ntion d. Geo1·ge Bowman, who ma1 .. ried 

a1 .. , built Ha1·n1.on Hall in Shenandoah County 
l ½ mil s sou 11 of Middl own. Paul F1~oman, who married 
Elizab 11 Hit , cl1ose his land 'on the no1~th side of 

h nandoah. Jacob Ch1·isman who married Magdalene 
Hi built his l1ouse in F1·ede1--ick County 2 miles south 
o t pl1 ns City. 

In addi ion o Joist Hite his sons-in-law and his sons 
,Joh11 a11d Isaac set I d be, ond the bounds of present 
J ff 1 .. son Count , as already stated. His fourth son, 
Ab1·al1a1n bo1'n in 1729, settled near Moo1 .. efield having 
n1a1·1·i d R b cca VanMet1 .. e in 1751. In their elderly years 
Ab1·al1a1n and his wife Rebecca left Hardy County, then 
a pa1.. f Hampshi1· , and went to Kentucky joining their 
sons Isaac and Ab1"aham Hite Ji ... , who we1"e there when 

11 \, e1· onl 22 and 20 ears old. The military 
r co1·d of he t o Ab1·aham Hites father and son were 
onfusing fo1· the Kentucky Daughters of American 

R olu ion wl1en the wished to place correct markers 
at th il" g1·aves in 1961. 

P1·ec ding a fai1"ly full account of Jacob Hite and his 
de c ndants in Jeffe1·son County, the meager details con-

1,ning JoseJ)h Hite the fifth son of Joist Hite, are 
i11cluded. Bo1"n in 1731 Joseph Hite died when 27 years 
old 1 a, i11g a \\'idow with fou1 .. child1 .. en. He had a tract 
of land in h no1· h end of old Frede1"ick County, not 
1 cificall located, but it must have been nea1" Jacob .. 

I i 1 1'ge t1·ac on Hopewell Run and east of the 
011 quon. In 1774 Joseph Hite, Jr .. Jacob Hite being his 

t1a1'cli 11 de ded land to Thomas Hite consideration 380 
I ounds. 

I is on 1·eco1"d that John Hite, second son of Joseph, 
1◄• \\ a a n1 l'Chan in She1)he1·dstown and served as a 

T1·u 11 1~ in 1796 1799 and 1800. Shepherdstown 
l1i 01· make l1e last n1 n ion of John Hite when he 
, a l 1·k of l1e Cot11·t of T1·ustees of Sheohe1·dstown in 
1803. H olcl tl1 \ es side of Lot 12 in Shepherdstown 
in 1804. H J)l~obabl.. left fo1~ Ken tuck , whe1~e his sister 

ncl a b1·0 11 1.. l1ad se tl d. 

Tl1 nu1nb 1 of t.h a1·l. Hi es who lived in present 
J - f 1" on ot n i • 1nul iJ)li d b , a s a ement in Cart-
111 11 11 nandoal1 \ alle.. Pione 1·s. Refe1~ring to the 

n1 • 1~a11 1"ai1 tl1a I"O sed Pack Ho1·se Ford and entered 
i1" ' i11ic a1·l in h s )l'ing of 1,..,32 it 1Said it is well 
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established that ''they spent about one year near 
Shepherdstown, and awaited for Joist Hite to have 
surveys made." So, those who ''spent about one year 
near Shepherdstown'' included Joist Rite's three daugh­
ters and sons-in-law and his five young sons. 

Jacob Hite and Irnn1ediate Fantily 

Jacob Hite, the second son of Joist Hite, was only 
about 13 years old when he ente1--ed present Jefferson 
County with the emigrant train which c1 .. ossed the 
Potomac at the ford at present Shepherdstown. Until 
he reached his rnaj ori ty, he and his younger brothers 
lived in his father's early homestead about five miles 
sou th of Winchester. 

Then he was sent to Ireland in the brig an tine Ben i amin 
Swift for the pu1--pose of inducing thrifty families to 
emigrate and settle where Joist Hite was planting a 
colony in the Shenandoah Valley. He was successful, 
returning with quite a number of Scotch-Irish families 
who soon became helpful in the development of the 
county. Parenthetically, it may be stated that his Will 
showed that in 1770 he owned one-sixth part of the 
brigantine Beniamin Swift and one-eighth part of the 
schooner Friendship. 

On the trip to Ireland Jacob Hite became acquainted 
with Catherine O'Bannon, of Dublin, whom he rnarried. 

Land on which to build a dwelling house for the young 
couple was provided by Joist Hite, who gave a deed, 
dated October 20, 1742 and on record at Orange Court 
House, to Jacob Hite for 2668 acres ''on Hopewell Run 
in the northeastern part of Frederick County." There 
''he erected substantial buildings for his own family 
and buildings for several other families who joined him, 
and also quarters for his many slaves.'' It was not long 
before his settlement acquired the name of Rite's Town, 
now called Leetown. 

It was said that Catherine O'Bannon, the first wife 
of Jacob Hite, felt that they were living in a sort of 
wilderness and tried to persuade Jacob to go with her 
to live in Ireland. She did go so far as to get Jacob to 
abandon making trips in the brigantine Beniamin Swift 
to secure more settlers. Catherine O'Bannon Hite became 
poor in health, but she lived long enough to give ·birth 
to three sons and two daughters - John, Thomas, James, 
Mary and Elizabeth. 
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Jacob I-lite llope,vell 
This ct,\ Jling is he 011e s ill standi11g bt1ilding k110\\'n to have bee11 

1· c d b Jacob Hi e. I t 1s at tl1e sot1th r·11 e11d of LeetO\\r11 . A 1·oad­
side rna1·k 1· gi es its nam as Prato Rio. tl1e name chosen by General 

l1a1·1 s , ,,,110 acqt1i1·ed it on Tov mbe1~ 13. 1775. the co11side1·atior1 
bei11g 5,504 pou11ds. Tl1 H ope,,,e ll t1·act had about 3,284 ac1·es, 1500 
ac1· s f1·0111 tl1 t1·act Jncob H ite acqt1i1· d i11 1742 and the 1·ern ainde1· 
f1·om f ot11· adjoini11g 1·acts acquir d bet\vee11 1752 and 1770 

Jacob Hi 111a1·r·i ct as second wife M1·s. Fanny Madison 
B al , ~ iclo,, of Tav nn 1~ B ale. Tl1e i1· son Geo1·ge H ite 
\\as bo1~n in 1'"'61. Later· tl1 had daug·hters Eleanor 
a 11d usa11. 

Jacob I-Ii l1ad man. 1·eal s at transactions, acqui1·ing 
in J f 1· 011 ot1n 2668 ac1'es f1·01n Joist Hite in 1742; 
30 2 c1· s . ot1 11 of Ba1·dane f1"om F ai1'f ax in 1752; 
3 a 1· 011 HOJ) \\ 11 Br·ancl1 fr·o1n Adam Ste1Jl1en in 
1 '( 1 • 500 ac1· f1 .. om Fai1·f ax in o e1n be1· 1769 ; 700 
ac1,_,...., f10111 Fair·fa4 .. i11 D c mb 1· 1769· and 500 ac1·es f1~om 

0 S \ 1 011 11 i l'" ~ i 11 1 7 7 0. 
1·0 11 110 a 1·_,...__. in J ff 1·son ot1nt, he d eeded 1168 

11 i ~ • o 1111 o· s b I" o 11 l' Jo s J) 11 in 1 7 5 1 • to his 
011 Jo1111 i '•32 a 1--es \\' ~ of H OJJ \ • 11 B1 .. anch on 

2 1 r-1 3 • o l xa11cl 1· l" e1~ 011 a 18, 1773 200 
' 

c1· a J) 1· of 11 17 F a i 1·fa~,. g·1·a11 • t,o a l1an i I 
a111 i11a 8 2 a 1· s 011 a 28. 17 3 • o J ol1n B1·iscoe 

335 a 1· 011 }) 111b ... 1 M 17 3 • o Gene1"al Cl1a1 .. les 
328 a l'" 011 Q, n1b l' 13 1 n75: a11d O }1i son 

J10 n Hi tl1 35 ac1· s in tl1 H op \\ ell ill t1·ac on 
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N'ovem.ber 16, 1775. No record is available to show the 
extent of his land holdings in Augusta County, Virginia, 
or what final disposition of them and some lots in 
Alexandria, Va., was made. 

As a n1an of public affairs Jacob Hite, for example, 
in 1764 was on the Episcopal Vestry of the large Frederick 
Parish; served as supe1 .. visor of an important road in 
his neighborhood; and was for at least two term.s Sheriff 
of old Frederick County, which then included present 
Jefferson County. Since the Sheriff collected the taxes 
and disbu1 .. sed the same, the Court required him to give 
bond, which he executed on November 10, 1749, with 
Jallles Wood as his surety in penalty of 48,610 pounds 
of tobacco. Again, in November 1750, Jacob Hite executed 
bond, with John Hite as his surety, in penalty of 78,452 
pounds of tobacco under such conditions as the Court 
imposed. 

The second preceding paragraph shows that Jacob Hite 
had deeded away all his large land holdings in this 
county except a little more than 400 acres. 

He had what he thought was a g·ood reason for leaving 
this county. When Berkeley County was cut off from 
Frederick in 1772, Jacob Hite felt that Rite's Town, the 
village that had grown up on and around his estate, 
should be the county seat, ·but Adam Stephen won out 
as the advocate of the rising Martinspurg. There was 
some talk about f1~aud, and Adam Stephen used his 
position as Sheriff of the new county to cause further 
embarrassment to Hite. Many influential friends rose to 
Jacob's defense, notably Horatio Gates, but after con­
sidering the possibility of cutting off a county, to the 
east, from the new Berkeley, he hastily planned to sell 
his holdings here and move to Sou th Carolina. 

It is said that his sons Thomas and George endeavored 
to dissuade him. They and his oldest son, John Hite, 
did not go to South Carolina with him, nor did his two 
daughters by his first wife. It inay be noted that the 
older daughter, Mary, had married Nathaniel Manning, 
to whom her father had deeded 842 acres in 1772. 
Elizabeth had married a brother of Mrs. Thomas Hite. 

Jacob Hite had bought a part of the 10,000 acres 
granted Richard Pearis, near present Greenville, South 
Carolina. Late in the year 1775 he set out with his wife 
and younger children, his slaves said to be nearly a 
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hu11d1 cl, his l101's s a11d wagons and hous0 hold equip-
1 1 o 01) n a t1·ading s a ion dealing with Che11 okee 

a11cl 111i11ol I11diar1s in Sou th Ca1·olina, ~ here l1e built 
d\ lli11g· l1ous . H had f1'i ndly rela ions with the 

I11dia11 bu itl1 l' P a1·is j alous of Hites popularity, 
o - a dismis cl cl l'k st,i1·1'ed up the Indians against Hite, 
1 .. st1l i11g in 11 lJ1:utal massac1·e of Jacob Hite his wife 
a11d all ll1 child1'en with him, excepting Eleanor, who 

a, sa\ d b~ a squaw and taken faI·ther south by the 
I11clia s. 0111 . a1·s late1' Eleano1" s 1'elatives in Virginia 
11 a ,ct t,ha • th sat1aw had sold he11 o the wife of an 
offic 1· ~ 110 ha, ing no child1·en adopted her. She and 
l1 l' ad OJ) cl pa1·en ts became so attached they refused 
·o b s 1)a1·a ed. One w1·ite1' stat d that owing to the 

111as ac1.. of h 1 .. famil and b1 .. oken health as the result 
f 11 1· i1nJ)1·isonn1 n b\ he Indians Eleano1 .. died shortly 

a • 1,. I' acl1ing Pensacola. 

Th 'Sh nandoah Valle Pioneers'' has this: ''Jacob 
" 

Ba11non Hit men ioned as t,he thi1 .. d son of Jacob was 
kill d b Indians in Sou h Ca1·olina. The mention of • 

hi i11 icl n e1·y p1 .. ope1 .. ly introduces the ve1--v dramatic 
in id n s in the life and death of Jacob, the father." 

no h 1· , 1·i • e1' s a d tha J ohn Hite, the eldest son of 
,Ja ob Hi · , di ct lJ fo1 .. e his fa he1 ... Tht1s two disc1 .. epancies 
111a lJe fou 1d. Jacob Hi es Will e-ives J ames as the n ame 

f hi. l1i1 d son and J ohn Rite's Will gives J Rcob 
0 Ban11on Eli a his son a11d the grandson of Jacob Hite. 

ncl J ol111 Hi ill dat,cd O c ober 25. 1776, mentions 
Ja olJ O n11on Hi as living and has this: ''inasmuch as 
m fa l1e1 .. ha b 11 t111fo1·tuna el killed b the hand of 

" iol 11 . • I11 id ntl . on histo1v gave 1778 as the vear 
Jaco I-Ii \ a kill d b he Indians. whjle John Hit.e's 

iill ~ ot1lc J)la i befo1.. Oc ober 25, 1776. A fu1 .. her 
J lana ion ma cl a1~ lll) the iden i of he Hit killPd 

a 11 i11 1·odt1 i n o h ma sa l' of J acob Hite. In 
I 1 cla Ja 11 s and Jacob we1.. names used inter-
l1a 1g· al1l . a ing~ i :\ as Ja ob O Bannon Hit,e v_rho v.,as 

• 1 n kill d n11lcl b he sa111e as sa, ing i was James 
0 an . 011 Hi . 

111 oo bacl ha .. po1~ dl, h Indians lef Jacob 
i i 1 , 11 1

• ha,i11° bu1"11 d hi cl\" lling af er the 
-a ·e. nfo1· 11a 1> dt1 o l1a l)u1·ning. i is not 
)O ilJl fol' l1i 1 n • cle~ cencla _, ..... 11 1 .. e o isi a b a11 iful 
old c n1 .. a • 11\ ill . C.. o s e a g1·a e and omb-

01 of J ob Hi • . 

... 
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It is hard to realize that at the age of about 57 years 
Jacob Hite had contributed so much to the development 
of Jefferson County and rendered so much public service. 

John Hite, Oldest Son of Jacob 
John Hite, the first child of Jacob Hite and his wife 

-Catherine O'Bannon, was born about 1747. He and his 
wife Sarah had one son, Jacob O'Bannon Hite, and three 
daughters: Mary, who married Edward Grant; Catherine, 
who mar1~ied Theodoric Lee; and Sarah, who married 
Alexander Pitt Buchanan. When John Hite inade his 
Will, dated October 25, 1776, Sarah was an unnamed 
child, not yet baptized. 

On May 27, 1773, John Hite acqui1 .. ed from his father 
Jacob 932 acres near the Hopewell Branch. 

On May 16, 1761 Jacob Hite had boug·ht from Adatn 
Stephen 35 acres of land on Hopewell Branch near its 
juncture with the Opequon. On that tract Jacob Hite 
erected a 111ill fo1 .. the grinding of g·rain. On March 30, 
1774 Adam Stepl1en agreed to deliver all his ''clean and 
able wheat'' to be g·round into flour by Jacob Hite. 
Since Adam Stephen then had about 1,759 acres in his 
''Bowe1--'' tract, he must have been able to deliver a lot 
of wheat. 

On November 16, 1775 Jacob Hite sold those 35 acres, 
on which were his ''Hopewell Mill'' and a dwelling, to 
his son John Hite for 3,000 pounds. 

John Hite lived only · a little 111ore than a year to 
operate Hopewell Mill. He died early in 1777, aged about 
30 years. He had been a member of the Virginia House 
of Burgesses in 1775. One writer said he was a lawyer 
and had his office in Winchester. 

According to John Rite's Will his wife Sarah was to 
have one-half of the plantation on which he lived and 
his son Jacob O'Bannon Hite was to have ''the residue 
of that plantation." In 1802 a real estate transaction in 
which his heirs we1--e involved only his three married 
daug·hte1~s we1~e mentio11ed. Evidently Jacob O'Bannon 
Hite had died some time between 1776 and 1801. It 
was Sarah ag·ed about 26 yea1~s, the youngest daughter 
of John Hite, who with her husband, Alexander Pitt 
Buchanan, sold 110 acres, including the Hopewell tract, 
to Isaac Strider in 1801. The estate of John Hite, except 
the part willed to his wife Sarah, had evidently been 

• 
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Hope, ell l\'lill 
R prodt1c ion of a picture i11 Freeman H. HaI•t's ''Valley of Vir­

gi11ia in tl1 America11 Revolutio11,'' used by pe1·mission of the author. 
Bttilt 011 tl1e 35 ac1·e t1·act Jacob Hite bought f1·om Adam Stephen 

i11 17614 O\\'11ed a11d 0JJer·ated by Jol111 Hite a11d l1is heirs f1·om 1775 
till i .. ,,,as solci to Isa,1c St1·ider 011 Oc obE>r 3. 1801. 

111 tl1 at" i 1· ~, a1·s flot1r sold to Alrxand1·ia m e1·cha11ts \\·as hauled 
b) o ... car s o, 1· tl1e V a1·m Sp1·ir1gs ar1d Alexa11d1·ia R oad. but i11 1850 

11 St1·id 1·s deli\' red it to the B. & 0. Rail1·oad at Kea1·11e)1sville and 
o h C. a11d 0. Ca11al ac1"oss fr·on1 She1Jhe1·clsto,\·11 . 

011 Ju11 7, 1869 tl1e exect1to1-- of Isaac St1·ide1 .. sold tl1e H0JJe,,·ell Mill 
o Eu 11 Bak 1·. 

I11 1889 t.11 J)artial 1·uin of tl1c Mill b)' fi1·e caused b~' ligl1t11i11g \•las 
cor111Jl d b~ a clot1dbt11·st at the time of tl1e Jol1r1sto\, 11 flood. The 

ill's ,,,~ 1· \\1l1 l \\1as still star1di11g i11 1928. 
Pl" s 1· ' d f 1·om HoJJe\\1 11 1ill is a d sk t1sed i11 tl1e mill b}· the 

S ·· rid 1·s a11d 110,,, o,,,11ed bj1 .James S t1·ide1·, of Cl1a1·les T 0\\"I . 

l)IJ01· io11ed o l1i d.aught 1· \vl1e11 Sa1·ah the oungest, 
• 11 d 11 1· 111 jo1·it . 

11 111a II it 011d 011 of Jacob 

Tl10111 · H i v. as bo1·n 011 Sept mb 1· 13, 1750. On 
o,, 11 b 1· 10 1,.., 2 11 . ma1"1·i d F1·a11ces adison Beale, 

• 1 d L o·J1 1· o l1i st })1110 h 1· b l1e1· 1·i1'st ma1·1·iage. 
11 J 1 l a1· 1 1 7 4 l1e bougl1 f1·01n l1is cousi11 Joseph 

Hit J1·. l son a · 1d l1ei1· a I \V of J ose1Jh Hite, Sr. 



38 The Magazine of the 

the youngest son of Joist Hite, 774 acres, which had 
been acquired by Joseph Hite, Sr., in 1751 from th•e 1742 
grant to Jacob Hite. There near his father's home Thomas 
Hite built his house and called it New Hopewell. 

New Hopewell 
As it is now, owned by Adam Link and Sons. Passed out of 

possession of the Hite line in 1893. 

According~ to a highly regarded histo1--y published in 
1909, Tholllas Hite called his hon1e New Hopewell to dis­
tinguish it froni Jacob Rite's plantation called Hopewell. 

Thomas Hite became a Lieutenant in Capt. Hugh 
Stephenson's Company of Riflemen of 1775-76. In No­
vember 1775 he was engaged in severe fighting at 
King's Bridge, in which he was wounded. Lieutenant Hite 
was later ''promoted to the rank of major." 

Thomas Hite was said to have been one of the hand­
soniest n1en of his day and a man of high culture. 

He was a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses 
in 1772, 1773 and 1774. He was a Berkeley County 
Delegate in the May 1777 Session of the General Assembly 
of Virginia, and ag·ain in the May and October 1778 
Sessions and the May 1779 Session. He was elected to 
the October 1779 General Assembly, but died before the 
beginning of the Session. 
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A Hite Fo1·t 
Sta11ds 11ear e, Hope, ell. Its stone \\ 01·k has suggested that 

h san1e s one m~on '1.'0rked on both tl1e ··fort'' and Jacob Rite's 
Hop 'e 1 1:ill. 

Hi d h i11 August 1779 was afte1· an illness that 
• ul d f1·om his wound at Kings B1·idge in ovembei--
7 5. It might be inte1·esti11g to note that his successo1· 

a B 1·kele ount Del gate to tl1e Ge11e1·al Assembly 
\\ Adam pl1en. who had won O\'e1· Thomas Hite's 

h • J acob Hi e b ge ting the Cot1nt Cou1·t House 
lo d a 1 .. insbu1·g 1 .. a her han at Hites Town, now 

e O\\111. 
jo1· and 1·s. Tho1na Hi e of ew Ho1)ewell'' had 

\\ o c 1ild1·en: 1 ance adison Hite bo1·n on Octobe1~ 4, 
1 4 • nd Jam s Hi e bo1·n on Octobe1· 6, 1776. 
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Thomas Rite's Will, dated September 22, 1778, be­
queathed to his wife one-third of his estate, real and 
personal, ·during her life. The remainder was given to 
his children in an equal division. 

Mrs. Thornas Hite was a woman of heroic spirit and 
continued at New Hopewell with her small children and 
faithful colored servants throughout the terrors of the 
Revolution. Her last years, those since 1799, were spent 
at ''Medley Springs'' with her rnarried daughter, Mrs. 
Carver Willis. 

Frances Madison Hite had rnarried Carver Willis in 
December 1798. A later section will be devoted to then1 
and their descendants. Preference in space will be given 
to James Hite though he was two years younger than 
his sister, Mrs. Carver Willis . 

• 

James Hite, 1776-1855 

James Hite, son of Thomas Hite, has been credited 
with being weal thy in lands and owning more than a 
hundred colored servants. He was also wealthy in children, 
and his descendants are alrnost innumerable. He married 
three times and had sixteen children, three of whom 
died in infancy or you th. 

His first marriage was on February 22, 1798, to Juliet 
Wood Baker (1777-1816), daughter of Judith Wood and 
John Bake1~, the senior John Baker. They had nine chil­
dren: 

1. Frances Conway Hite, born on December 21, 1798, 
who rnarried Dr. William Waters in December 1825. Their 
daughter Susan Waters became the first wife of Dr. 
Joshua Gregg Gibson. F1--orn that union came Agnes 
Gibson, who was a rnusic teacher in Shepherdstown as 
late as 1920. 

2. Juliet Wood Hite, born on February 1, 1802, died on 
January 23, 1878. On May 27, 1819 she ma1--ried Major 
Thomas Briscoe, born at ''Piedmont," the third son of 
Dr. John Briscoe. 

A great-granddaughte1-- of Juliet Wood Hite and 
Major Thomas Briscoe, Elizabeth Briscoe Hall, lived in 
Shepherdstown from the time of her marriage to San1uel 
J. Hoctg·es in 1909 till her death in 1919. Her daughter, 
Sarah Briscoe, and two sons, Sam and Torn, no longer 
live in Jefferson County, but her granddaug·hter, Ida 
Hodges (Mrs. Willian1) Hendricks, lives in Shephe1 .. dstown 



J ff 1·son Coun His 01--ical Society 41 

as 01 ga11is of tl1e P1·esbyte1·ian Church and a teacher 
i11 Ha1·1) 1·s Fe1 r High School. 

Elizab h B1·iscoe Hall the g·1·eat-g·1·anddaughter of 
Jui ood Hi · and Maior Thomas Briscoe was the 
g·1·andclaugh 1· of Elizabeth Ca1·0Iine Briscoe and Dr. 

illia111 Hi e Hall and he daughte1· of Thomas Briscoe 
I-Iall a11d Sa ·ah Li le Asquith. 

3. Thomas Hi e, bo1·n on Decembe1,. 14 1803 died in 
1882 unma1 .. 1·i d. His extensive land holdings then in­
clud d ' \\ Ho1Jewell' and a large tract adioining 
\\ ood bt11·,. . ' w Hopewell ' came in to possession of 

l1is n l)hew James G1·ove. 
4. Alcinda Bake1· Hite, a twin born on February 3, 

1805 n1a1·1·i d John Bake1,. of Wincheste1·, Va. She died 
on Jul 25, 1842. • 

5. 1n lia Bake1~ Hite, a twin, born on Febr·uary 3 
1805 di d on August 24 1822. 

6. Mai· Ann Hit who was bo1~n on Ap1"il 7 1806 
and di d in 1877 ma1~1 .. ied Jacob G1·ove. Th1--ee descended 
f1 .. om h m Ii, d in Shepherdstown. Juliet Baker Gr·ove 
of h 1)11 1·ds own who died on July 23 1923, was a 
daught r. 

·al") Ann Hite and Jacob G1·ove had a daughter Alice 
, ak l' G1·0 . ho b came the second wife of D1 ... Joshua 
G1· • ~ Gibso11 and had wo sons. Rober·t Gibson, thPn the 

h IJl1 1·clsto\\1n dr·ug·gist, died in 1940. Hopkins Gibson 
as h h pl1 1·ds o n d ntist fo1~ many years: rather 

la i11 lif h n1a1 .. 1·i d the daught r of Cha1 .. les Baltzel 
'B1·oad a Rouss and ent to live in F1 .. ederick 

• 

a1·. la11d: st11 1iving he1", he died on Octobe1 .. 20, 1964. 
a1· An11 Hi and Jacob G1·ove had son Washington 

• 
1·1·.. G1·0 · , . S. a u1 .. g·eon who mar·1,.ied Elizabeth 

T 10111~ 011 of }1j. 01·ic ''Haw ho1·n , at the ed~e of Summit 
Poi11 . 11 .. hacl ~ o sons Washington Be1~1~. G1"ove, 

ha ti s To\ 11 inst11,.anc man, now d ceased, and 
n1lJ10 G1·0 a incl1es 1 .. pl1ysician. 

. 1·al1 I a ood Hi bo1·n on Ma1·cl1 9, 1808 died 
ll 11 JTI l'"l·i d. 

8. a 1·oli n 
880. 11 l1acl 

. Hi . bo1·n on Jt1n 24 1809, di d in 
n1a1·1·i cl Da11i I Bu k . Tl1ot1gh hen . ' 

Ii ing a \ HOJJ 11. a ~o]in Hi and h 1· si~ e1· 
.. l) 11 IIi b an1 n1e nb r of h 11 I)he.1·dstown 
• lJ 1·i a11 11 1·ch in 1832. 
On Ja11ua1 21 , 1813 Ja 11 __ Hi rna1·1·ied, a, his s cond 

• 

;i. i ◄ lizalJ 11 1 a1· ·i on r·is o . clat1gh er of John and 
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Ellen Briscoe. The second wife died on August 13, 1825. 
They had seven children, num.bered here as 9 to 15. 

9. Eleanor Briscoe Hite, born in December 1813, died 
on May 9, 1903. She had married Isaac Sydnor Bowman, 
of ''Mt. Pleasant." 

10. Janies Hite, born in 1815, died in 1816. 
11. Elizabeth Susan Hite, 1817-1843, married Dr. 

Willia:m H. D. Hall on February 18, 1840. Their grand­
daughter, Miss Louisa T. Hall, of 224 E. Liberty Street, 
Charles Town, is the daughter of Louisa Tapscott Tabb 
and John Hite Hall. Her brother John Harrison Hall 
died in 1959 and her sister Elizabeth Hite Hall in 1952. 
Her sister Katherine Caroline died when only 16. Her 
brother Willian1 Baker Hall lives in Charleston, W. Va., 
and her sister Virginia (Mrs. Richard -B. Pue) lives in 
Baltimore. 

12. John Hite, 1819-1820. 
13. James Hite, born and died in 1820. 
14. Charles Jan1es Hite born on December 2, 1822. 

During the Civil War he disappeared and could not be 
traced. 

15. John Briscoe Hite. 1825-1838. 
Colonel James Hite married, as his third wife, Lydia 

Peterson on May 12, 1831. They had Ol).e child, a son 
named Peter Yost Hite, 1832-1884, who married Susan 
R. Richardson on November 14, 1855. 

Helen Hite (Mrs. John) Martin, 109 Alexandria Avenue, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., is a granddaughter of Peter Yost Hite. 

The name ''Yost'' in the name Peter Yost Hite has 
been used by Hite historians to prove that the naine of 
the Hite pioneer, Joist, was pronounced Yost. Court 
records have been found in which the name Jost Hite 
rather than Joist appeared. 

James Hite, called Colonel, was co:mrnissioned a Maior 
on June 25, 1810. He was a member of the Virginia House 
of Delegates, 1806-1807, and Sheriff of Jefferson County, 
1826-1828. Born at ''New Hopewell'' in 1776 he ''lived 
at the old homestead during· his entire life and died 
there in 1855." 

George Hite, Youngest Son of Jacob 
George Hite, son of Jacob Hite by his second wife, 

Frances M. Beale, ,vas said to be born in 1761. Historians 
of Hite descent said that when Jacob Hite left for South 
Carolina he placed his son George at Willian1 and Mary 
College. 
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Tl1 his ··01·ians said also that Geo1~ge Hite, a Captain 
i11 11 R ·rolu iona1 A1·m , in 1784 re u1·ned from South 

ar·olina in an u11successful sea1·ch f 01· his siste1" Eleanor, 
\ 110 l1ad b n a captive of the Indians. 

On l1is 01·ia11 said l1at when Jacob Hite left for-- South 
a1·0Ii11a 'l1 1nade a1n1)le pl"Ovision fo1 .. such of his family 

as desi1· cl to 1· main in Virginia.'' No 1--ecor·d has been 
f u11d O SllO\\ tl1at a11 land had the11 been deeded to 
G 01 .. g Hi • the ample p1--ovision 1~efe1·red to must have 
b en cash. 

' For· some 1 .. eason Geo1--ge Hite showed an acquisitive 
na u1· in 1,.espec to 1·eal estate, possibly because his 
b1·0 h 1·s J o l111 and Thomas and siste1~ Mary had acquired 
lands befo1·e th i1' fathe1.. left for South Carolina. Be-
w n h ars 1796 and 1800 the1 .. e a1·e deeds on record 

in Mai· insbu1·g showing that Geo1 .. ge Hite acqui1~ect seven 
J)i c s of land in or nea1~ Cha1·Ies Town the gran tors 

ing John Anderson, Cha1--Ies Washing,ton, Hezekiah 
B1 .. isco F1~ derick Lee Thos. Owen, Samuel Washington 
and Rob It Rutherford. It so happens that before 
1793 G 01 .. ge Hite had become a son-in-law of Robert 
Ruthe1 .. ford. 

A fur· h 1· evidence of Geo1·ge Rite's acquisitive nature 
is a quit claim de d to him dated July 17, 1802. Between 
Ma1·cl1 20, 1770, he date of Jacob Rite's Will, and the 
im of his death his land holdings had so changed 
l1at Geo1 .. g·e Hi e had to enter a suit in chance1 .. y, in­

,, lving Jan1 s Hite and the th1,ee ma1·1"i d daughters 
of J oh11 Hi e o secu1·e the share devised to him by 

11 Will of Jacob Hite that was not discove1·ed till years 
af 1· hi deat,h. The descJ:iption of what was deeded to 
G 01·g Hi on Jul 17 1802 is so indefinite that one 
111a onl assun1e hat it was fo1' the lands not deeded .. 
a~ a l) J cob Hi e before his death . .. 

G 01· Hi had a lot of prope1~t.. in Cha1'les Town. 
Hi i1· sal \ as in 1803 to Fe1 .. dinando Fai1 .. fax, deeding 
a 1·a on ib l' t1·eet 11 at" Evi t s Run f 01· a thousand ... 

1 ot1nds. H sold ano e1· t'act on Libert St1·eet in 1807 
nd n1all 1· 1ac s i11 1815 and 1816. On December 25, 

181.2 11 a 1· i ed in l1e Charles To~n newspape1·, 
P1·i 11 1·tai 11n 11 , his house and stableage. 

1 Jun 6 1 1 \; ·hen the ethodists 01'ganized a 
no-1· ga ion in l1a1~1 s To, n h v. as a T1·ustee of heir 

)1· )O, d buildi11g. His seemi11g 1e hodist persuasion then 
s la 1· cha11 • d }) ·ob bl. b l1is \ if e. Geo1·ge Hi e and 

hi \ if l' bUI'i cl i11 h Zio11 EIJiscopal C]1u1·chyard. 
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In August 1795 George Hite was on the Board of 
Trustees of the Charles Town AcadeII1y. 

When Jefferson County was formed in 1801 he had 
been appointed a justice of peace by Governor Monroe. 
He becaIIle the Clerk of the County Court in 1801 and 
served in that capacity till his death. 
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Owned by Eloise Beckwith (MI·s. J. Randolph) Tucker, a great­
great-granddaughter of Geo1·ge Hite. This is an enlarged copy of his 
portrait owned by Elizabeth Beckwith (M1·s. Paul T.) MacKie, of 
Baltimore. 
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G 01·g· Hit ma1·1·ied Debo1·ah Ruthe1·fo1·d, daughter of 
Rob 1·t Rutl1e1·fo1·d wl1ose Will dated 1793 made a bequest 
to D bo1~a11 Ruthe1--ford Hite. 

Th y had six child1·en, number·ed 1 to 6 as follows: 

1. Ma1·ga1·et Hite, who ente1'ed the Convent at Geo1 ... ge­
to,,rn a11d died the1'e at an advanced age. She had been 
a 1n 111be1,. of the Shephe1·dstown Presbyterian Church 
fl'Offi 1813 to 1816. 

Port1·ait o Rob rt ,G. Hit 

o,, 11 d by iss A1 11e Llo~ d Ba lor·, Cl1a 1·les T0\\111 . His u11if orm 
110\•' 11 i11 h n1i11i . u1•r) id 1 ifi s l1in1 as a11 of ic 1· i11 the War of 1812. 

r 11 D JJ 1· rn 11 o ilita1·y Hi to1·y a io11al u eun1 said it is the 
'' 1 i 01·111 o • ajo1· 1r1 U . S. 1·m , be ·,,, 11 1813 a11d 1820.'' 
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2. Robert Gates Hite, who served in the War of 1812 
as a 1st Lieutenant in 1812, a Captain in January 1813, 
and a Major in August 1813. 

Robert G. Hite rnarried Courtenay Briscoe on January 
19, 1823. They had no children. He died on Septelllber 2, 
1823, having succeeded his deceased father as Clerk of 
the County Court, serving froin 1817 till his death. 

3. Frances Hite. On May 16, 1820 she married James 
L. Ranson, who had se1 .. ved in the War of 1812, as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in Captain Hu:mphrey's Company on August 
22, 1814. For 25 years Frances Hite and James L. Ranson 
owned the Gap View mansion and farm. 

Gap View Mansion 
Now owned by Frank Woodruff Buckles. 

James L. Ranso11 died on November 15, 1868. He had 
rented the Gap View farm on September 16, 1867. His 
executor sold Gap View to Parker H. Strode, who paid 
$99.45 per acre, then a high p1ice pe1~ acre for a large 
farm. 

Frances Hite and James L. Ranson had three daugh­
ters, all of whom married. On Janua1~y 20, 1851 Sarah 
Elizabeth Ranson married Captain Lawson Botts of 
Company G, 2nd Virg·inia Infantry in 1861. 

4. Susan Ruthe1'ford Hite ma1 .. 1--ied John R. Flag,g·, who 
had been in Capt. Marmaduke's Company of Infantry 
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on Ap1~i1 27 1814. Tl1ey we1 .. e the pa1"ents of Geo1 .. ge Hite 
lagg call d Captain but muste1 .. ed into service as a 

p .. i a in Company G, 2nd Vi1 .. ginia Infantry, on May 
11 1861. 

G 01 .. ge H. lagg· was the Charles Town postmaster 
1·on1 1886 o 1890 and again f1--om 1894 to 1896, having 

a J)a1·t i11 the experimental int1 .. oduction of Rural Free 
D liv l' of mail in 1896. He ma1·ried Elizabeth C. 

ashing on on Janua1-y 23, 1868. They lived at the 
lagg l1omes ad, 'Richwood Hall," on Washington terri­

to1·y sou l1w st of 'Ha1·ewood." They later moved to 323 
E. shington St1 .. e t in Charles Town whe1 .. e they ran 

boa1 .. di11g house. The home is still 1·ef er1 .. ed to as the 
• Flagg House '' which is now owned by Dr. John A. 

asl1i11g·ton and his brother, S. Walte1 .. Washington, of 
Ha to R , Puerto Rico. Mrs. George H. Flagg was a sister 
of th s p1 .. esent owne1,.s' father. 

An in e1 .. esting description of George H. Flagg is that 
h ' as s out full faced with mustache and heavy 
point d chin whiske1·s and wore a high silk hat." 

5. Ma1·y Hite, who ma1 .. 1--ied outside of Jeffe1 .. son County. 
A membe1.. of the Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church 
rom 1813 to 1816. 

6. S 1.. Hite. She n1a1 .. 1~ied Richa1 .. d Marmaduke Ba11 nes 
ck i h and l1ad a son, Geor·ge Hite Jennings Beckwith, 

110 n1a1 .. 1·i d Annie Lloyd Scollay, of Middleway. 
Tl1e G 01 .. g Hite J. Beckwiths had a daughter, Sally 
acli on eckwi h \\1ho ma1·1 .. ied T. Ga1 .. nett Baylor a 

1· l i of th Ba lOl'S of WoodbUl'"Y-" Miss Anne Lloyd 
B 1011 of 529 . George Street Cha1 .. les Town, is a 
dat1gl t 1.. of all . Beckwith and Ga1nett Baylor and 
O\\J 1 s a mi11ia u1 .. e po1·t1·ait of l1e1.. g1·a11dfather Geo1·ge 
Hi J. ck\ ith. 

G org i • J. Beckwi h and Annie Llo d Scollay had 
s011 1· 111 n1b 1·ed as Judg·e F1 .. ank Beckwith bo1·n at 

colla H ll of iddl wa in July 1848. F1·ank Beckwith 
p1 .. c ic d 1 i11 Cha1·Ies To, n. He v.1as a State Senato1 .. 
1 15- 91'"' a11d b fo1·e hat in 1911 was a Judge, and 
a ou11 n1 n i11 1881 l1ad been a membe1· of the 
\ . . Hous of Del g·a es. 

1~ 1k c .. \\ i h n1 1·1·i d Leac cDonald and lived 
1 . G 01·ge S 1· et :vl1 .. e l1ei1· daughte1·s Eloise 

Llo d r \ i 11 • d lizab h 01· 011 B ckwith and hei1" 
01 1.. n .. J. B ck Ni 11 1~ l)o ·11. 

loi e Llo Beck\ i 11 l \ ido'A o J ol111 Randoll)h 
Tu .. li • 1 . 01·g 1 .. e Cl1a1 .. le To ~,n the 

• 
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long-tinie Beckwith home. Born to the Tuckers were (1) 
Leacy Tucker, who as Mrs. Arthur Wahl, of Wyomissing, 
Pa., has two children; (2) John Randolph Tucker, Jr., 
of Kansas City, Missouri, who has five children; (3) 
Captain Frank Beckwith Tucker, who was killed in action 
in Korea; and ( 4) Augustine W. Tucker, who married 
and has four children in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

The other daughter of Judge Beckwith is Elizabeth 
Morton Beckwith, who as Mrs. Paul T. MacKie, of Balti­
more, has a son Paul T. MacKie, the father of three 
children in Baltimore; a daughter, Elizabeth Morton 
MacKie, who as Mrs. Dandridge Kennedy Mason, of 
Pasadena, California, has two children; and a daughter, 
Eloise Lloyd MacKie, who as Mrs. Barton Childs, of 
Baltimore, has two children. 

Frank J. Beckwith, of 600 S. Sarnuel Street, practices 
law in Charles Town. He was a World War soldier, a 
rne1nber of the W. Va. House of Delegates in 1921, and 
served a term on the State Board of Education. He 
married Shannon Denny, the daug·hter of Wright Denny, 
Charles Town school principal for many years. To the 
Frank J. Beckwiths were born (1) Frank D. Beckwith 
living with his parents; and (2) George S. Beckwith, 
now in San Dieg·o, California. 

Hite-Willis Descendants 

The line of Hite-Willis descendants arose from the 
marriage, already mentioned, of Frances Madison Hite, 
daughter of the first Thomas Hite, to Carver Willis, 
born in 177 4, the son of Elizabeth Edwards and Francis 
Willis and the grandson of John Willis and Mildred 
Smith, a daughter of Augustine and Sarah Carver Smith. 
After the marriage of the parents of Carver Willis they 
lived in present Jefferson County at ''Shannon Hill'' on 
the Shenandoah for fifteen years, till 1 784. 

Carver Willis represented Jefferson County in the 
Virginia Leg·islatures in 1807-08, 1825-26, and 1827-28, 
and as Sheriff from 1820 to 1822. He was a Captain in 
the War of 1812. 

At the marriag·e of Frances Madison Hite and Carver 
Willis, they settled on an estate on the Opequon about 
two miles above ''The Bower'' and called it Medley 
Springs. The estate apparently was a part of J~cob Hite)s 
land holdings, which had later belonged to his nephew 
Joseph Hite. 
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v\ hat 1~ n1ains of the ''Medley Springs'' residence is 
h f ounda ion of a stone house burned about ten years 

ago. Th S. Ho, 11 B1·own map of 1852 had the place 
11 11 o ned b the hei1"s of Carver Willis. The grave 

of a Timbe1·Iake child who died in 1847 shows that a 
claugl1 1· of Ca1·ve1' Willis Mildred Carver Willis, and 
h 11 l1usband Thomas Timbe1·lake lived then at ''Medley 
Sp1 .. ings." 

a1.. I' illis acqui1·ed a moiety of ''Locust Grove,'' 
act"OS f1·om ' · ew Hopewell and along the Leetown to 
Ba1 .. dan I'oad in 1832 and live,d there till his death in 
1836. 

F1·ances adison Hite and Ca1've1~ Willis had one son 
and f ou1· daug·h e1·s who lived to maturity. Named in 
01·d l" of th i1· bi1·th they a1 .. e listed he1"e numbering them 
1 to 5 as follows: 

1. Thomas Hite Willis born on June 16, 1800, died 
on Ap1~i1 20 1884. A separ·ate section will be devoted to 
him la e1·. 

2. lizabeth Ed a1~cts Willis, born in December 1802, 
n1a1,1·i d A1--chibald B1·own of Northumberland County, 

• • • 
11·g1n1a. 

3. Fann Beale Willis bor .. n on June 16 1805 married 
illia1n B. Willis son of Richard Willis on Apr--il 1, 1828. 

11 died on p1--il 20 1859. In 1864 William B. Willis 
ma1 .. 1,i d a d scendant of a daughte1-- of Jacob Hite. They 
\ n o T nnesse but five years later .. they returned 

and bot1g·h a place on the Shenandoah at Millville. 
Bu14Tl ou th 1· th went to Car1·oll County Maryland 
\\ 11 1· 11 ,, 1·e buried. 

4. El al101 nn Madison Willis, born on June 15 1808. 
o 11· 11 1· 1~ co1·d i a a.ilable. 
5. ild1- d a1· 1· illis bo1 .. n on Ma 28. 1810 mar1--ied 

ho111a Tin1lJ 1~1ak of J fferson Count . They had four .. 
l1ilci1· 11 on of 11 m bu1·i d a Medle, Sp1·ings." 

11 1·il . 1860 Mi's Timbe1'lak as a widow married 
D1·. \ illiam a 1~s of Fi· de1~ick Mar land. D1". Waters 

i d a f \ a1·s la 1~ and she ~ nt to live v.ith her son 
ja111i11 Tiinb ·Iak in Texas. She diecl in 1882. 

h n1 llit \\ illi 1 00-1 4 

ho ,1 Hi t\ illis~ he fi1~st of ha name was once 
s id o b - ~- l l1i man in Jeff 1·son Coun . He 

111 o 11 a mas cl h • s la1,ge JJ0ssess1ons b skillful 
fa1·1n • g·, lJ bu ing 11d s lli11g land 1·acts and by 
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operating two mills along the Shenandoah. He bought 
large tracts, such as ''Locust Grove'' with its 336 acres, 
for $50 per acre and sold them at a profit, getting $65 
to $75 per acre. 

On Ma1 .. ch 25, 1830 he bought fron1 Matthew Ranson 
the ''Rock Hall'' known as George Washington's Bullskin 
Plantation on the South Fork or big Bullskin Run. Mr. 
Willis had a barg,ain when he paid only $14,630 for this 
valuable tract said then to contain 565 acres . 

• 

• .. . ' 

Rock Hall 

Considerably enlarged by Thomas Hite Willis in the 1840's, the 
earlier house may have been the structu1~e built in 1755 by George 
Washington and referred to as his ''Room." Rock Hall was destroyed 
by fire in 1906. Picture taken in 1897. 

The Rock Hall tract was fertile ·blue grass land. Thomas 
Hite Willis was a good farmer, raising fine steers and 
growing tobacco. He planted an extensive garden with 
a variety of fruit trees and small fruit plants. 

In August 1843 he bought jointly with William B. 
Willis the Shenandoah acres on which was a Mill, which 
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11 call d Hop ell Mill. ' He bought the other share 
on J 11ua1 1 1851. He sold the Hopewell place in De-

111lJ l' 1862 to James Watson, and th1~ough successive 
o 1 1·s i cam into possession of the p1--esent owner, 
Harold G. oulton. 

In 1851 Thomas Hite Willis boug~ht 36 acres on 
h S11 11a11doah he desc1·iption in the deed reasonably 

id n if~ ing~ i as the location of tl1e Millville Mill and the 
il I vill l10111e . 

• 

:\J h 1· Thomas Hi , illis. 1800-1884, spent his last years. I t \\ as 
ii d b }1 ar is Pa ""illis, his gra r1ddaughter , befo1·e its de-

s • cc io11 to mak 1·oon1 fo1· the po~ er plan OJ)era ted b,' the Poton1ac 
Ligh a d o,, r Com pan)'. 

\ 1 11 11 as abou 67 ea1 .. s old Thomas Hite Willis 
·t ii d i11an i 11 . Th Ci il a1 as one cause. It 

~ 

i . i l 11 • s ndo1· n1en of a cot1si11 s no e cost him 
80 000 a 1 11 u11f 01~ u11a bu ing of heat on the 

111 1 i11 dd d o 11 d1 as I'. He h d o sell most of 
l l

. 
)'') I' . . 
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He then went to live in the Millville house. In the 
notes or scrap book of the late Elizabeth Ryland Willis 
(Mrs. S. Walter) Washington was found the following: 
''I have lovely memories of staying at The Mill when I 
was a little girl. My grandmother had died before I 
remember. There was my Aunt Bertie, and Aunt Fannie, 
and Grandfather." Thus it is inferred that Thomas Hite 
Willis spent his last years at ''The Mill," the Millville 
house, with whom lived his unmarried daughters, Roberta 
and Fannie. 

Tho:mas Hite Willis Elizabeth Ryland Willis 

Portraits ov.rned by Mrs. Paul Wilson, a great-granddaughter. 

Thomas Hite Willis and his wife, born Elizabeth F. 
Ryland, had seven children, numbered 1 to 7, as follows: 

1. Martha Ellen Willis, who married Thomas Lackland 
on April 16, 1851 and had five child1~en. The 1883 map 
of Jefferson County shows ''Riverside'' between the Hope­
well Mill and the Millville Mill, and that it was then 
owned by the heirs of Thomas Lackland. Apparently 
he had taken ove1~ ''Rive1~side'' when Thomas Hite Willis 
was ruined financially. 

2. Fannie E. Willis, who died, unmarried, in Charles 
Town in 1906. 

3. Roberta Willis, who died, unmarried, in Charles 
Town. 

4. Catherine Peachy Willis, who married John T. 
Shanks on May 27, 1857, and went to Tennessee. 
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5. An11ie Madison Willis who on Aug·ust 12, 1857 
1na1·1·i d . J acquelin An1bl 1· of Fauquier County, Vi1,.­
gini . 0111 o of their· child1·en lived in Jefferson 

0Ul1 t . 
011e an11ie Jacqueline Amble1·, ma1·1·ied Geo1·ge Eyster, 

of l1a1·les To 11. The lived at 417 E. Washington Street, 
and 11 d a daug·ht 1·, Eleano1·, and a son Geo1·ge Eyster, 
J1·. 

G 01·ge E) s 1· J1·. \\1as bo1 .. n at Cha1·Ies Town in 1895, 
s g·1·actuat d f1 .. om W st Point in 1917, commissioned 

B1·ig di 1· G 11e1·al in 1942. F1·om 1946 to 1948 he was 
di1· c 01· of public 1,elations division of the military forces 
i11 Eu1·01)e \\1itl1 headqua1·te1·s in F1 .. ankfu1·t, Germany. 
H 1.. i1· d i11 Septe1nbe1· 1950 and died on Ma1 .. ch 9, 1951. 

Tl1 otl1e1~ daug·hte1' of Annie Madison Willis and 
R. J cqu lin Amble1· was Emma Amble1--, who married 
K 11a11 1·ig·l1t. They lived at 414 S. Mild1'ed Street in 
tl1 IJ1--esen t C1·ane place. 

6. a l1aniel Hite Willis, 1842-1915. A sepa1 .. ate section 
, ill b clevot d to l1im later. 

7. Emma Willis. On ovembe1· 20 1878 she ma1 .. ried 
Bush1--od C. shington 2nd Lieutenant, Co. B., 12th 

a. a al1· A1·m of 01·thern Vi1·ginia in the Civil 
a1·. Tl1e fi1·st li ed at B1·addock,' which the Shaw­

\ l1it1n 1· 1921 ma1) of Jeffe1--son County places a mile 
11d l1alf sou h~ est of Cha1·les Town along the 1 .. oad to 

l .. 111ont. 'B1·addock doubtless got its name f1 .. om 
B1·a,ddock s 11 ,x.1he1· a d tachment of B1·addock's a1·I11y 
c 1111) d digging a shallow \\1ell wl1ile on thei1· way to 
\\ 1·11 P 11n 1 nia wl1e1·e General B1 .. addock was fatally 
~ ound d i11 a11 ngag· m nt with the F1 .. ench and Indians. 

In 1 02 G n 1·a1 W. P. C1·aig~hill ~11·ote that a count1·y 
J)lac 11 n1 d ' 1 .. addock'' had been th l'e fo1 .. mo1 .. e than 

u1.. 011 asl1ington land nea1 .. Cha1 .. les Town. 
io i11 • i11 o ha1'l s Town f1·01n 'B1'addock'' Mr. and 

111· . u h1·od C. hi11g·ton li ed a 426 . Geo1·ge Street 
i11 11 la1· • l1ous 110,\ O\ n d and occu1)ied by R. Owen 

. 11cl Ki , Lou \ z l cC01·n1ick. The last move of 
~ 

l \ l1i g 011 \\ as o ashingto11 State. 

atl1ani I IIit \\ illi 1 2-1914 

• 11 0111 ~ 011 of Tl101na Hi e illis, 1800-1884 he 
111 1·1·i d J . \ l1i11g 011 011 Janua1· 1 13 1869 at 

Bl k l · • .• , J 1 . a hi11g 011 had fi1 .. s • Ii ed at 
ot 11 ~ l"I 011 t,ill 11 1· a 11 1" olo11el J oh11 Augusti11e 

\ l1i11 0 o olcl ioun t·non i11 1858. Th V\Ta l1ingtons 
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then lived at ''Waveland'' in Fauquier County, Virginia, 
when Colonel Washington, C. S. A., was killed at Elkwater, 
Randolph County, W. Va., in September 1861. ''Blakeley,'' 
where Jane C. Washington and Nathaniel Hite Willis 
were married, was the birthplace of her father and the 
f arnily homestead, near Charles Town. 

Jane C. Washington and Nathaniel Hite Willis spent 
their honeymoon at the Millville Willis home. Later in 
the year they moved to Rock Hall. With funds possessed 
by his wife Nathaniel Hite Willis retrieved Rock Hall frorn 
his father's ruined estate. 

Nathaniel Hite Willis was born at Rock Hall, attended 
the Charles Town Academy and the University of Virginia, 
which he left to enlist in the Cavalry in 1861. He served 
during the entire war, surviving a broken leg, typhoid 
fever, and a bullet through his chest. The war's end 
released hirn from the Point Lookout Prison. 

At Rock Hall he was a versatile and skillful farmer. 
One of his specialties was a dairy. At one time butter 
from. the Rock Hall Dairy was shipped to Washington, 
where its RH stamp was esteemed by those acquainted 
with it. 

All the children of Nathaniel Hite Willis were born at 
Rock Hall, and the last of them left there when the 
house was burned in 1906. The historic place was sold • 
by the Willis family in 1912. . 

Jane C. Washington and Nathaniel Hite Willis had 
five daughters and three sons, numbered 1 to 8, as 
follows: 

1. Elizabeth Ryland Willis. She 1narried Samuel Walter 
Washington and until 1907 they lived in Charles Town 
on S. George Street. After that they lived at 506 S. 
Mildred St1,.eet during the rest of their lives. 

At the time Elizabeth Willis Washington became a 
widow, in July 1923, the older of her two sons, S. Walter 
Washington, Jr., born on Septeinber 30, 1901, was study­
ing at Hertford College, Oxford, as a Rhodes Scholar. 
Her younger son, John A. Washington, was preparing to 
become a medical doctor. 

s. Walter Washington, Jr., the older of the two 
Washington brothers, after ·being in the U. S. Foreign 
Service froin 1927 to 1954, was a Foreign Affairs Professor 
at the University of Virginia froin 1.954 to 1959. He is 
currently a Professor at the University in Puerto Rico. 
He has a son, John A. Washington, a physician at the 
National Institute of Health. 
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01,. John A. Wasl1ington now practicing medicine 
i11 ashing·to11 D. C. spends his vacations and f1 .. e­
qu 11t v..1 k-e11ds nea1.. Cha1~1es Town at his histo1·ic 
• I-I 1· wood' hich he has conside1·ably 1·estored. A picture 
of Hai· \\1ood o ned by this Hite descendant appeared 
in l 1 57 issue of tl1is Magazine. D1·. John A. and 
M 1·ga1· t Kend 1·dine Washington have a teen age son, 
S. 1 1.. ashington. 

• lizab th Ryland Willis Washington was a valuable 
1n mbe19 of the J effe1·son County Histo1·ical Society from 
i s 01·ganizatio11 in 1927 till her death on February 5, 
1960. 

2. El ano1· L. Willis. She ma1"1·ied Edmond Pendleton 
and liv d in W thesville, Virginia. 

3. Thomas Hite Willis named for his g1·andfather. 
h n 11 , as 23 yea1'"S old, he left Rock Hall and went 

to l1icago as a 1·eal estate b1--oke1". The1 .. e he married 
Josephine Bangs, of Louisville. Boin to them were three 
ct ugl 19s Adelia Jane and Josephine, and one son, 

atl1aniel Willis. Thei1 .. descendants live in the mid-West 
11d Calif 01·nia. 

!1 
dtlrln 
Tl10111 
, om ·. 

l d 1· 

b r u i u g1·0,, a he nd of Etlcl . d A \"e11u . ... ,Iade historic 
h ·m o agnus Ta . his son a11d his g1·andson. In 1937 
H • 1 lis. o Cl1icago, bough i a11d 11sed • as l1is summer 
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Adelia Bangs Willis n1arried Paul Wilson, of Chicago. 
They now live at Belvedere, their farm adjoining Charles 
Town. 

Jane Willis, second daughter of Thon1as Hite Willis, 
lives in Columbus, Ohio, with her husband, Duncan 
McConnell, a professor. 

Nathaniel Hite Willis lives in California. He and his 
wife Georgette have a daughter, but Nathaniel Hite Willis, 
doubtless named for his grandfather, is the last male of 
this line. 

Josephine, the youngest daughter of Thomas Hite 
Willis, married Edward Eaton, of Indianapolis. 

4. Richard Washington Willis. He lived near Chicago. 
Now deceased. 

5. Eliza Willis, 1876-1955. After leaving Rock Hall 
she lived at 500 S. Mildred Street. A year later Mrs. 
Washington, her sister, ·became a neighbor. 

6. Patty Willis, 1879-1953. In Charles Town she lived 
with her sister Eliza. 

Patty Willis was a talented artist. In 1940 she had 
completed the rnonulllental task of locating, identifying 
and listing the portraits here that were done by Jefferson 
Countians, and the other portraits owned in the County 
but done by other artists. The list of those portraits 
appeared in the December 1940 Magazine of the Jefferson 
County Historical Society, which has been sought by 
dealers in rare books. 

7. John Augustine Willis. Deceased. Lived near Charles­
ton, W. Va. 

8. Jean w ·illis. Died when a young woman. 

Many details of this Hite story have been contributed 
by Dr. John A. Washington, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wilson, 
and several others. 

References Used 

Shenandoah Valley Pioneers, by T. K. Cartmell, for 
25 years Clerk of the Old Frederick County Court, 1909. 
Printe·d by the Eddy Press Co1 .. poration, Winchester, Va. 
Has Joist Hite, the Pioneer, Chapter XLVIII, pp. 252-269. 
(T. K. Cartmell's grandfather, Thomas Cartlllell, :married 
Ann Hite, daughter of Joseph Hite and granddaughter 
of Joist Hite.) . 
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Jost Hite in Dictiona1 .. y of American Biography. 
ouisa T. Hall s Histot"ical Manuscript. 
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Tl1e Hi -Fairfax Suit Transcript of Testimony, espe­
ciall.. pag·e 8 . 

. S. Laidley of Charleston, W. Va. editor of the West 
i1·gi11ia His 01·ical and Antiqua1 .. ian Society's Quarterly. 
ol. 3 • o. 2 1903, pages 99-113, had an article on Jost 

Hit Pion -e1 .. of Shenandoah Valley, 1732, and the Hite 
·a1nil . (W_ S. Laidley was a great-great-grandson of 

Joh11 Hi e fi1 .. st son of Jost Hite.) 
Mi11nie Hite Moody's Long Meadows, The Macmillan 

Co1npan w Yo1~k 1941 has factual mate1ial acquired 
b xt nlsi 1 .. esea1·ch on the N 01·th B1 .. anch of the Shen­
ancloa.h and i11 the Old Wo1·Id. The book is called a novel 
b caus of he imagined conversations of the Hites and 

11 ir associates. 
Lot1ise Pecquet du Bellet s Some P1 .. ominent Virginia 

Famili s, 1907 J. B. Bell Company, Publishers, Lynch­
bu1·g Va. Has the Hite Family in Volume IV, pages 332-
372 and the Willis Genealogy in Volume II. 

Anna W. and Linnie Schley's Old Homes of the Leetown 
ighbo1 hood, in the December 1941 issue of the Maga­

zin of tl1e Jefferson County Historical Society. 
Elizab h Willis (Mt"S. Samuel Walter) Washington's 
anusc1·ip on the Hite and Willis Families. 

ills and Deeds 11 eco1·ded in the offices of the Clerk of 
l Coun y Cou1.. in Ma1·tinsburg and Charles Town. 

- A. D. K. 
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THE KENAMONDS OF SHEPHERDSTOWN 

The Jefferson County Historical Society has been 
singularly blessed throug·h the outstanding and loyal 
service over three decades of an unusual and capable 
couple, Mr. A. D. Kenamond and his wife, Alice. Now 
that Mr. Kenamond's thirty years tenure as the only 
editor of our Magazine comes to the close he has requested, 
the Society hereby records unmeasurable thanks to them 
for their enrichment of our Jefferson County heritage. 

As some mernbers of our Society may not possess the 
two hundred year history of Shepherdstown men written 
by the Kenamonds and published under the auspices of 
our Society in 1963 we re-print ''for the record'' the 
following from the Foreword and the brief biography of 
the writer: 

''. . . . Mr. Kenamond's interest in local history as 
1--esearcher, writer and edito1, and his extensive collection 
of rnate1 .. ials are su1,.passed only by the information he 
carries in his memory and which he has used to assist 
countless others. His fifty years of painstaking research 
and assembling of facts attest that he is a reliable and 
accurate historian. With him, Mrs. Kenamond has de­
voted m.uch time to studying local history." 

''A. D. Kenamond chose teaching as a career. He taught 
four years in the public elementary and high schools, 
was first assistant at West Liberty State Normal School 
for five years and then on the faculty of Shepherd College 
for thirty-six, serving as assistant to the p1"esident from 
1919 to 1924 and, as the position came to be known, 
dean f1'om 1924 to 1948." 

''He was a judge on the State Court of Claims, 1950 
to 1953; president of the Shepherdstown Fire Company 
seven years; on the town council three times, two of 
them as recorder; secretary of the Rumseyan Society 
since Decembe1', 1936; and in a few months will have 
been a Presbyterian elde1' for fifty years.'' 

''Mi--. Kena1nond was p1,esident of the Jefferson County 
Historical Society from its organization in 1927 to 1950 
and again from 1954 to 1960. His interest in the State's 
history has gone beyond Shepherdstown and Jefferson 
County; he served a term as president of the West Virginia 
Historical Society." 
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Rar Book Re ntl cquired by 
tl1 IIi to1·i al ociet s Lib1·ary 

Bo 1 1· lexande1... My Ride to the Barbecue. S. A. Rolls, 
ev- ork. '1860. 

E11g·I infield S. H. The Melchoir Engle Family. Pub-
lish d by the autho1~ . • Lima, Ohio. 1934. 

Holn1es Anne Middleton. Mary Mildred Sullivan. Rum­
f 01~ct P1·ess Co11co1'd, N. H. 1924. 

c,,, Book b a Member of the Society 

cil D. Tl1e Siege of the Alcaza r. Random House 
~, Yo1·k. D1·. Eby is now a p1·ofessor at the University 

of Michigan. 
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