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On Dec 111b l' 3 1953, one hund1'ed sixty-six years 
af 1· Jam s Rumsey 1Jubl1cly demonst1--ated his steamboat 
on tl1 Potomac R1ve1, at She1Jhe1,dstown West Vi1~ginia, 

11 • igl1 th g1·ade students of Shephe1'dstown High school 
for'm d a Junio1· Rumseyan Society. To hono1 .. the occasion, 

11 .. l' ad l1e play James Rumsey and his Steamboat'', 
l1ich had be n w1'itten some yea1,s befo1'e by another 

g·1·oup of ightl1 g·1·ade1,s. The1 .. e was also discussion of the 
fa ha tl1oug·h Rumsey was bu1"ied at St. Ma1--garet's 
Chu1·cl1, Westminste1' London the1 .. e was no marker in 
a11 a o call att 11tion to his bu1"ial the1,e . .. 

It was decided to w1·ite to Ho11. W. P. C. Pe1,.1 .. y, dele­
ga to tl1e state leg·islatu1·e f1·om this dist1 .. ict, and ask 
111 aid i11 sponso1·ing a p1·oject to place a memorial tablet 
o Jam s Rumse s rnemo1'y in St. Marga1,et's. Thei1· 

t acl1 1· had he1· notes taken in school, when she was in 
tl1 ighth g1?ad in 1907, saying that James Rumsey was 
bu1·i d in West1ninste1 .. Abbey which of course, was not 

1·u . Tl1 imp1·ession at that time in some ci1~c1es was 
l1a Rums was bu1ied in the Abbey. 

Tl1e1~e cam a day when M1'. Pe1·1·y attended a meeting 
of 11 Junio1· Rumse ans and spoke to them, prom.ising 
o 11 It) th m in thei1· p1·oject, and advising them in vari-

ous \Va . Tl1e n xt st p "' as to \v1,i te to the Rector of St. 
1a1·g,a1· Canon Cha1·Ies Smyth and ask him to con-

fi1·1n f1·0111 th I' co1'd in the Pai ish Registe1· that James 
Ruin as bu1·i d th 1,e. Canon Smyth's l"eply came 
oon a i11g tha Rumsey l1ad been bu1'ied the1--e on 

D c n1b 1~ 24 1792 and hat follo\J ing the notation in the 
pa1·i 11 1· gis l" v..1 1· l1e lette1·s ''G. D." 01' Great Dues, 
n1 ani11g ha Rum as a J)e1·son of some consequence. 

l r • \'a sen o Canon m th asking, what pos-
ibili 11 1~ ~as l1at ¥.'es i1·ginia might be allowed 
o 1)1 a n1 1no1·ial abl o Ja,mes Rumsey s lllemory 

011 11 1'ou11ds a Mar·ga1·et's, 01· in he chu1·ch. Canon 
111 11 1· . pli d fa 01·abl~ o he Ju11io1· Ru1nse an s ques-
io 1 and af 1· mucl1 co1·1 .. spo11dence pe1·n1ission was 

o9 i, n 011 ·1. i concli io1 : if a 1 eJ)i apl1 b Robett He1--rick 
l1 11 fo1·111 I"l b n i11 ·he cl1u1 .. ch ,1. ould be 1 esto1·ed 
11 11 11 bo on1 of 11 abl mig·ht. be plac d h 
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rnernorial inscription concerning James Rumsey. (See 
Editor's Note 1.) 

EDITOR'S NOTE 1-0n October 1, 1906, H. Hensley Henson, Canon 
of Westminster & Rector of St. Margaret's, gave The Rumseyan Society, 
organized on February 26, 1906, permission to erect in St. Margaret's 
a tablet, 20 by 30 inches, to the memory of James Rumsey, on payment 
of a license fee of fifty guineas. There was no specification of the 
amount the Society should expend for the tablet itself. At that time 
The Rumseyan Society had no available funds aside from those being 
conserved for the erection of the Rumsey Monument in Shepherdstown. 

In 1920 the Society again took up Canon Henson's offer, but deferr­
ed action, doubtless because all available funds had been spent on the 
Rumsey Monument and Park. 

It would appear that Canon Smyth, in giving permission to place 
a memorial inscription concerning James Rumsey at the bottom of a 
restored Robert Herrick epitaph, acted either without knowledge of the 
earlier Canon Henson permit or under the restrictions of decreased 
available space in St. Margaret's. 

In the meantime, Mr. George RuIIlsey, a distant 
relative of Jarnes Rumsey, became interested in the pro­
ject, and sent a check for a thousand dollars. This rnoney 
was turned over to the Historical Society and was used 
to pay for the tablet, and for the passage back and forth 
to England, of a representative of the society, the eighth 
graders' teacher. 

The date for the unveiling of the tablet was set for 
May 18, 1955. On that day at noon a distinguished group 
was assembled in the church to witness the unveiling of 
the tablet. The Second Sea Lord (Admiral) The Hon. Sir 
Guy H. E. Russell, G. B. E. K. C. B. , D. S. 0. unveiled the 
tablet in the presence of His Excellency the American 
Ambassador (The Hon. Winthrop W. Aldrich). He de­
clared in 1 .. inging tones, ''I unveil this tablet, the gift of 
the citizens of West Virginia, in honor of James Rurnsey, 
Pioneer of Stearn Navig·ation''. The address, linking the 
poet, Herrick, and the inventor, Rumsey, was given by 
Basil Willey, King Edward VII Professor of English 
Literature in the University of Carnbridge. 

The epitaph by Robert Herrick was formerly on a 
mural tablet in the church, and is in rnen1ory of the poet's 
niece, Elizabeth Hereicke. The poern and the inscription 
are in ivory lettering on a deep blue background. The last 
lines of the epitaph are as follows: 

''Sleepe, while we hide thee frorn the light, 
Drawing thy Curtain round-Good night''. 
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Tl1 i11 1·i1) ·ion follows: 
Tl1i IJi a1)h b Rob 1·t He1·1·ick ... was 1·estored in 

in n101· 1 of 

J R EY 

\\1l1om 11 a of West Vi1·g·inia honou1·s as the inventor 
of 11 , an1boat which he demonstrated p1·ivately to 
G 01·g· \* ashi11g on in 1784 and publicly on the Potomac 

i\1 1· a Sh phe1·dstown W. Va. 31·d Decembe1 .. 1787. Bo1~n 
of 11g·lisl1 }Ja1· nts in Cecil County Ma1~y1and in 1743, 
11 cli d l1ile lectu1 .. ing· on the p1 .. inciples of steam navi­
ga io11 to Englisl1 scientists in London, and was buried 
i11 . a1•g'a1· i Chu1·chya1·d, 24th December 1792. 

Th d dicat1on of th is 
n1 11101·ial to James Rumsey 
s i1·1· d up, in the weeks fol­
lo'J i11g· int 1 .. sted comment 
011 a1·l t amboats in the 
fo1·m f I • 1·s o the London • 
Tim s. G. P 1·cival K aye :: ,,,,..,,. 
,, 1·0 a f ollo'\; ~s: 

0 11 di 01· of h Times: 
• 
11· 

Th m n101·ial tablet you 
1·1- d o 1· c n I being set 

llp omm · 11101 .. a Rumse 
11 I ion 1· amboa 

♦ - ~ ·.·~=···=-. ,.-: .... ~ ..... ·~ . . 
• • .. ·-~ .. ,, ; 
• . . 

::. . .,_'-' 
·: . .),' ~ 

• 

/ '~ ~ . ,.r~ 
~ .... . ,.,. .. . :. ~ ,;, .:;.: 

'SAi"'-""-

• • • 

.,, L, •• • 
~ .v ~ -

A.f.lDIJII['" 

• 

JAMES RUI'.1SEY 

• . • 
••• •• . ··•: .. . ., : 

• 

i11,, 1 1· i c 1·c l. co1"1 .. ect. In the ew Wo1 .. ld he along 
vi 11 i 11 a11cl ul on might ha e a p1 .. io1' claim but in 
11 ld \ 01·lct bo h F1 .. nch and l)anish claims we1 .. e be-

1· hi111. laucl . a1 .. quis de Joaff1· l1ad seve1 .. al steam-
bo -, ..... 011 11 Rl1011 011 in 1.779 anotl1 1· in 1781-82 and 

l1i1"cl i11 1 83 .... In 1543 Blaxo de Ga1·a , an officer 
i11 11 , 1 of l1a1'"l ga a public exhibition in the 
11, 1 ·bou1· o arc lo11a on Ju11 10 of ha rea1" .... Ga1 .. ay 
0 o l 101110 io11 a11d di cl a r· a1'"-adn1i1 .. al bu he Hol Of-
i l 1· t1 cl d 11 E111 ) l'Ol'" tha 11 cl1eme v. as too 
I 1 ~ 1·0 1cl i , 11 . l" f ollo d u l). l1en l1ree tugs 

1 ~ • d 1·0 11 h Tl1am 11·011,\ 01·k in h 1850 s b 
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the Papal State, one of the1n was named De Garay in 
:memory of this sixteenth-century pioneer steamboat in­
ventor. 

Yours very truly 
G. Percival Kaye 

Another letter from one who signed hin1self ''Zetland'' 
tells that the good folk of Stirlingshire clain1 that the 
''Charlotte Dundas'' was the first practical steamship. It 
was 56 ft., by 18 ft., and the inventor, Williani Sym.ington, 
had such confidence in its being able to make headway 
in the face of a violent headwind, that he caused two 
vessels of 70 tons each to be attached to the stern of his 
boat. Zetland says, ' 'Symington's confidence proved to be 
well founded, for in spite of the gale the Charlotte Dundas 
reached Port Dundas, Glasgow, safely, covering the dis­
tance of all but 20 miles in six hours, and thus achieving, 
in spite of the rnost unfavorable conditions, a speed of 
something over three miles an hour." The Charlotte Dun­
das rnade this trip in 1802 .. 

Shortly after the dedication at St. Margaret's the 
Historical Society's representative was ask e d by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation to rnake a recording 
for broadcast for the Overseas Service. Mr . . Robert Furni­
vale prepared a list of questions concernint'James Rumsey 
which he would ask in the course of the unrehearsed 
conversation, which would bring out facts about the life 
and work of James Rurnsey. His introduction to this 
interview showed that through the years, St. Margaret's 
has had happy contacts with Ame1 .. ica, and American 
generosity. He spoke as follows: 

''St. Margaret's Church, Westniinster, stands next to 
Westminster Abbey, where England's rnonarchs are crown­
ed, and facing the Houses of Parliainent, where England's 
laws are niade: on the very pulse of English history you 
might say. It was in St. Margaret's Churchyard that Ja111es 
Rumsey, West Virginian pioneer of steam navigation, was 
buried, on Christ111as Eve, 1792, and here that a tablet 
was unveiled to his memory last Wednesday. It was a 
silnple and dignified occasion. The choir sang verses by 
Herrick and Milton. The Second Sea Lord. in the presence 
of the American Arnbassador, drew the Stars and Strips 
fro:m the tablet., pale blue against the mellow stone, with 
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H 1·1·ick' 1·s s 1 tte1,. d in white. The Cambridge Pro­
f sso1' of E11gli 11 Lite1·atu1--e delive1'ed an add1 .. ess on Her-
1·ick. Af l' h se1' ice we gathe1·ed to inspect the tablet, 
a11d all h o h l' vi ible p1·oofs of the ties between this 
cl1u1·ch and l1e Unit d States: the g1~eat Raleigh window, 
gi n b Ame1·ican gene1 .. osity to commemorate Sir Walter 
Ral ig·h whose headless body was bu1--ied here after his 
x cu ion· the Milton indow donated by George W. 
hilds • h m mo1·ial mosaic and tablet to Bishop Phillips 

B1·ooks of Massachuse ts, who often preached here. Soine­
on l)Oin t d out a solemn small boy slightly mystified-a 
cl sc ndant of He1 .. 1ick he said. Coming out into the sun-
hin afte1 a1 .. ds i11 the heart of London it was possible 
,t ha momen to feel that Ame1'ica was very near''. 

In the coming ears it may be well to follow the 
ugges ions of M1 ... Wilmer Latimore Snowden , Sr. who 

sa s, 'Since James Run1sey was beaten out of his fame 
as in ento1· of he Steamboat by one Robert Fulton he 
s ill has a great r and far more important claim to fame 
ha has neve1-- been mentioned. I t is a very important 
hing in this mod rn age and should be mentioned. And 
ha i ha J ames Rumsey was not the inventor of the 

ambo t but probabl the inventor and certainly the 
fi1.. o u e je p1 .. opulsion fo1~ a vehicle. J a111es Rumsey's 

am boa a · propelled b .a simple jet engine operated 
steam 1·athe1· han hot exhaust gases~'' (See Editor's 

2.) 

e hould VJ 01·k along that line and add more glory 
h s 01·.. of J ames Rumsey s achievements. 

Rachel Snyde1· 

1 I R' 2-The in\'ention here mentioned b Ir. no,vden 
gi, n I bor t tr atment b Iatthew Page ndrew in the October 

1939 i u •Of th m gazin \ irginia Hi. tory, publi hed by the 
t t p rtm nt f r hi,, and Hi tor . 

n Jul." 1 , 1939, ,\·h n the Jame Rum e Bridge a t hepherd town 
\\' p n d R r dmir l Ru ell R nd lph ae che, gi ing the de­
di ,t r ' addr pa id hi h tr·but t Rum e •' geniu in thu im­
pr , in th n1 v 6At1 of m rin tr n p rt tion. 

1i.., 11. i. 1 : urn r, in h r bo k on Jame Rum e publi h ed 
in 1 . ~ ,, Rum ;• de ripti n f the j t propul ion in •ention and 
in lud d photo t ti · p _~ f n e of hi dr \\'in-,.. of he Pipe Boiler.'' 

It ,, uld m th t J m • um )" 1 unqu ti n bl • ntitled to 
JI th h on r u t d b • 1r. n \\1d n . 
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ALBUM of HISTORIC HOMES VII 

RETIREMENT 

Time :marches on! Even in the days of rapid moving 
wheels, we pause at times, to wonder, when viewing an old, 
old building just what, if it could speak, would be its 
story. After having been born and reared in Leetown, 
Jefferson county, W. Va. , I naturally have a keen interest 
in old property in that section of the country. 

' 'Retirement," the quaint grey stone house ''on the 
way to Charles Town'' from Leetown always interested 
me. Why didn't it face the road and many other questions 
would come to my mind, as a child. It was always easy to 
understand why such a location should have been selected. 
The many springs, giving ample water, were numerous, 
and the fertile lands offered a haven for early settlers. 

The house is srriall and of very sin1ple structure as 
were most of the homes in that period. 

After much study and research, I have this article 
to offer the Historical Society. 

Long~, long ago in far away Ireland there lived a 
f arnily ·by the name of Mcsherry. Richard and William 
Mcsherry (twins) were born at St. John's, County Down, 
Ireland, July 29, 1774. At the age of eighteen years they 
left Ireland and went to Kingston, Jarnaica, where in the 
course of a few years, by industry and capacity for busi­
ness, they acquired a considerable fortune. Toward middle 
life they left Jamaica for the United States. After travel­
ing through the country, then just recovering· from the 
war with England, William established himself at Balti­
more, Maryland, as a hardware merchant. 

Richard Mcsherry purchased large t1"acts of land in 
Virginia in the Valley between the Blue Ridge and Allegh­
any Mountains, which has been called the Garden Spot 
of Virginia. He selected for h is home, an estate near Lee­
town, then Berkeley County, Va. The new home he called 
''Retirement," by which nan1e the estate is still known. 

It is interesting to note that the McSherry brothers 
brought with then1 to this country from their native Ire­
land, James Faulkner, born in 1776 and left an orphan 
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a l1 ag of n yea1·s. We a1 .. e told that the two fan1ilies 
11 ct b 11 f1"i 11cls in I1· land. It is not known just how 
111ucl1 tin1 tl1 oung lad spent at ''Retirement'. 

111 Ju.l 1 1791 Richa1·d McShe1 .. 1'y ma1 .. ried Anastatia, 
11 tl1i1·d daugl1t l" of Richa1·d Lilly of F1~ecterick Mary­

la11c a11d g1·anddaughte1· of Samuel Lilly of Pennsylvania. 
H one b1·ought his b1'ide to ' Reti1 .. ement'' where they 
's tIJ) housekeeping. We are told that Mr. Mcsherry, 

• \\ as of fin }J 1 .. sonal appearance d1·essing carefully in the 
fa hio11 of he da wi h laces, ruffles powde1--ed hair and 
sil ,, 1-- k11ee buckles . 

1·. I\llcShe1'1" di d at his home, ''Reti1 .. ernent '' Sept-
1nb 1· 7 1822 and \Vas bu1 .. ied in the Catholic cemetery at 

1·tinsbt11'g· now West Vi1--g·inia. He left a widow and nine 
cl1ild1' n fiv daught l'S and fou1 .. sons: Richard, doctor; 
D nnis ill la e1'; William, p1~ovincial of the Jesuits; 
J n1 s, la\ ~ e1... usan Catherine, Cecila and Ann, (I do 
110 k110\x/ 11 name of the fifth daughter). 

Acco1·ding· to t1·adition, many n1ysterious happen­
i11g·s occu1·1·ed at th house known as ''Retirement'', in con-
11 c io11 witl1 ' Tl1e Myste1~y of the Wiza1'd Clip'' just four 
11111 s fro111 tl1 abov mentioned estate. Visitors we1 .. e al­
\\1a \ elco1ne; the1 .. efo1'e it was the stopping place for the 

a l1olic l)I'i st who might be in the neighborhood. This 
\~ a 11 1·ea on tha Gen I'al Cha1 .. les Lee s valet Guiseppi 

i11g·l1inia di1· cted Adam Livingston to the McSherry 
1nil \ 11 n l1e came asking· fo1 .. advice afte1 .. having ex-

IJ 1--i 11c d 11 clipJ)ing a1·ticles and hea1 .. ing the strange 
\ oi . The s 01· is ha hen M1 .. s. McShe1 .. ry saw Mr. 
Li,,i11g·s on ~ 110 state as nea1 .. what is now Middle-
~ a,, \\1. a., comi11g owa1·d he1 home, she met him at 
11 °· . 11·. i,ringston told he11 hat a Voice told hiin the 

11i ·11 01· - 11a 11 l" si te1 .. living in Baltimore Ma1-yland, 
11 cl cli . a 1· th n \; s came hat she had passed away 

bou 11 111 l1ou1· a M1 ... Livingston had heard the 
11 f 11 s 1'ang Voice. 

1 o 11 1· 01·. i l1a tl1 McShe1·1' gi1'ls were trying 
1 l i1· b u i t1l di.. s b fo1·e a Ia1'ge mi1 .. 11 01 .. • suddenly 

11 1 1· d i11 i11. J)ieces b fo1~e hei1 .. very e es. 

11 1·1.. 11 · d a1· hel1)1na e as she was af-
ion 1, c 11 d l1ad ill a110 11 1· 1·ema1·kable expe1i-

11 . 01 . d l \ f1 ig·h 11ed a seei11g a c1 adle con-
i11 • 1 • 11 1 infa11 on illiam 'Ock d ,·iolentl '\\1ithou 
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being touched. This same child becarne the very Rev. 
Willia:m Mcsherry, one of the provincials of the Society 
of Jesus in the United States. The cradle is now at the 
Georgetown University, Washington, D. C. 

In the Court House in Charles Town, W. Va., there is 
on record a deed stating that on April 1, 1840 the then liv­
ing members of the McSherry family deeded to George B. 
Beall, of the county, the estate ''Retirement'' containing 
470 acres for the sum of $18,000 dollars. Mrs. IVIcSherry 
had died. Mr. John Piet and Mrs. (Susan McSherry) Piet 
were living at ''Retirement'' at the time of the transfer. 

December 1, 1870 David English Henderson, son of 
Richard I-Ienderson and Elizabeth English Henderson, and 
Miss Ann Orfia Yates Beall were married. The Rev. Hopk­
ins Meade perforrned the ceremony. They lived on the farm 
''Retirement'', which had been inherited from her father, 
Mr. George B. Beall. 

-4 ,s~~~\ ' t -
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Mr. Henderson was an artist of ability. He had a 
window cut larger in the third story of the house, in order 
to have a better light from the north in the room he used 
for a studio. We are told that he built a small balcony 
outside this window, that he might dry his paintings to 
a better advantage. The balcony, also, aided in drawing 
up fuel from the g·round to be used for his stove. The 
larger window remains, but the balcony is gone. It is easy 
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to ct ct tl1at at one time the11 e was an addition to the 
·1101· 11 11d of the house because of the filled in door-way 
a11d window. A 1·esid nt of the community says that his 
family mov d to J effe1~son County in 1873, when an old 
fou11da ion was still in vidence. 

M1·. He11de1·son was a soldier in the Confederate Army 
a11d was a 1nembe1· of Botts G1·ays 2nd Virginia Infant1"y, 
. to11 v. all B1·igade. Afte1· the wa1· when he had gone to 
B1 .. ookl n w Yo1·k, to open a studio his mother had 
him coin back to his boyhood home ''Ellerslie,', near 
Hall own to help IJ1·ovide fo1 .. her la1 .. ge family, which had 
b 11 1·uined by the wa1·. 

M1·. Cambpell Tabb, a neighbor~ boy became ve1·y in­
te1·ested in a1·t so it was that M1·. Henderson and Mr. Tabb 
l1ad much of mutual interest. The fo1·me1· enjoyed watch­
ing he late1· at the easel. 

Among M1·. Hende1·son's paintings we1~e the following 
pictu1·es: 

A·- G 11 1·a1 Stonewall Jackson sitting at a table in 
his tent holding a New Testament between the 
candle and his sleeping aide; 

.B- Old colo1'ed mammy and two small gi1 .. ls beside a 
b1·ook in the edge of a woods; 

- Ha1,.pe1·s Fe1 .. 1' f1'"om Mar"yland Heights; 

D- Hal of Stonewall B1·igade and others which 
man of us have seen. 

David Eng·Iish Hende1 .. son died at his home ' Retire­
m n o,, mb I' 16 1887 and was bu1·ied in the Beall 
lo i11 Zion Episcopal Chu1·ch Ya1·d Cha1~1es Town, West 

• • • 
11 .. g· 1111 a . 

1·. nd M1 .. s. Hende1·son we1·e the pa1·ents of two 
l1ild1· 11 Jol. n 11d Jane . 

Jol111 di d ou11g man unma1·11 ied, Miss Ja11et be-
11 11 \ if of \ 'al 1· C. Riely of tl1e coun . To them 
1· bo1·11 ,, o on 1 Da 1id H nde1·son Riely and William 

l ,r 11cl 1· Ri 1. . 1·s. Ri I, died at an ea1·l. age leaving 
11 n1 11 ons i11 11 ca1~ of l1ei1~ fa he1· and he1· mother 

1· . H 1d 1·s011. 11 n 11 g·1~andmo l1er died she left a 
\\ ·11 cl cl D c 111b 1· 4 1909 l a ing· he fa1"m 'Retire-
n1 n to h 1· g1· 11d on David a11d Al xande1· Riel ... 
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In May, 1926 the Riely fainily sold ''Retiren1ent'' to 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Osbourn of the county. October 1953 
they sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Dodson. 

October, 1954 Mr. and Mrs. Dodson sold the farin, 
just five (5) niiles northwest of Charles Town, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Butler, who are the present owners of 
''Retirement'' . 

Sources Of Information 
History of the Lower Shenandoah Valley-J. E. Norris.- 1890 
Story of David English Henderson-Esta Burton Hilleary- Mar. 29,1940 
The Mystery of the Wizard Clip-Raphael Brown 
Mr. James E. Tabb - Leetown Road 
Jefferson County Court House 

-Louise Gardner Langdon 

Rose Hill 
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RO 

n of 11 1110 b utiful count1.. homes in Jeffe1--son 
oun i o Hill a1,m. about one mile west of the Lee-• 

tO\\ 11 11cl K -a1·n ,. vill Pike and one-and one-half miles 
1 on1 L tov_1n. Locat d on the top of a high l"'idge the fine 

IJ1·i k l1ou co111mands a magnificent vista of rolling 
1' i Id l1ill ar1d mountains. The levation here is 525 feet 
a d 11 i v..1 e ,t nds to 01·tl1 Mountain Be1 .. keley County, 
i11 l ~ e and a f'a1· no1·th a.st ~s th Ha1·pe1 .. s Ferry Gap. 

o Hill is tl1 ham of the Right Reve1--end Robert 
. L. 1·: ci 1·, 1.. i1· d Episcopal Bishop of West Vi1 .. ginia 
11d 11i f mil. and its la11ds hav been continuously in the 

l o~.~ 10n of h S t1 .. ide1 .. f am il f 01-- mo1--e than 130 years. 
I a· • ·1·ict 1· II the g1·eat-g1--andfathe1· of the present 
O\\ 11 1·, 11 v·ng· acqui1· d th1·ough s ve1·al pu1--chases about 

00 a 1· of lancl including· the old Hopewell Mills p1,.operty 
boL1 11 11il Ol1th est of th p1'esent Rose Hill man-
• 
1011. 

I 1--id 1.. II op 1·a t d Hopewell Mills for many 
a1· 1· n1 in of hich ma still be seen standing by the 

old n1ill 1· . H ook hi flOUl" by ox team to Alexandria, 
i 1·gi11i , nd I' u1·ned with his ca1 .. ts filled with com­

n ocli i pt11· l1ased for the families living nea1· him. His 
la1·g· l nd holdings included seve1'al fa1,ms, among them 
l T1·a I 1· R t a11 m which had been the home of 

n 1 l Ho1·a io Gat s. 

I , t1·id 1· III a he g1·andson of he owner of 
HO!) \\1 11 ill nd l1a ing been left an orphan at an 

1·1 a • . 11 g1' up in tl1e horn of his g·randparents at 
11 ill. 11 , ou11g I aac 1· ct in the Confede1'ate Army 
\ i 11 o. o h 12th ii·ginia Ca al1·y commanded by 

I . -o. B' . 101· o h. 1·le Town. When the War w.as 
1· 11 1· u1·11 d to J ff 1· 011 Count and in 1866 1T1ar1·ied 

11· ou11°· l ct. o \~horn 11 had b en ngaged th1--ough his 
t11· 1· f 1·m 1 1· ic . This \i ~a iss a11 ah Elizabeth 
i I 1· cl 1·i k. a1· land. Tl1e b1·id a11d g1·oom took 

ll I 1.. icl 11 O}J , ll ill \Vi th l1e b1·1deg1--oom s 
·1 .. 11 l11 • 11 ,. 1 cl i11 186 b ga11 11 const1·uc ion of the 

liill 11 u 11 i l1a i11g bee11 chos n fo1-- the 
b ' ll i f ll l i ,, i f O 14 d d. 

11 )1·i k \' i l N l1i h 11 OI'ig·inal l1ou as buil 
I" )L 1-- 1 l 1 11 1--n1 and doo1· ill and \ indo sills 
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were made of black walnut wood cut on the farni. The four 
large roonis which for1n the front of the present house 
were conipleted in 1868, and the young couple moved into 
their new home with their first child, now Mrs, Georgette 
Willis of Charles Town. The name, Rose Hill, was chosen 
·by young Mrs. Strider who planted roses near the house 
along with many other shrubs and fine trees which may 
be seen around the house today. 

Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Strider 
III at Rose Hill, Robert E. L. Strider being the youngest of 
the family. Over at The Bower, about two rniles from Rose 
Hill on the Opequon Creek, the Dandridge f a1nily n1ade 
their home. Here was born Edrnund Pendleton Dandridge. 
Though he was several years older than Robert Strider, 
the two boys were childhood friends and both f arnilies 
attended St. Bartholornew's Episcopal Church at Leetown. 

Robert E. L. Strider served his Church as Bishop of 
the Diocese of West Virginia frorn 1923 to April 1955 when 
he retired. E'drnund Dandridge left his native state for 
Tennessee where he became Episcopal Bishop of that state. 
For a period of about twenty years they both served as 
Bishops. 

Jefferson County was the home of three Revolutionary 
Generals, and in recent years Nelson Parish of the County 
has given these two Bishops to the Episcopal Church as 
well as two Generals-Major General John P. Lucas (U. 
S. A.) (died 1949), and General J. Mitchell Willis (M. C.) 
(U. S. A.) retired. General Lucas was born at Kearneys­
ville, and General Willis grew up at Middleway. 

The present Rose Hill house has ten rooms, a wing on 
the north having been added in 1949 when Bishop and 
Mrs. Strider modernized the house. They have made it 
their honie since 1950. The addition of a modern heating 
plant and other improvements were carrie'd out skillfully 
so that the charm of the old house with its thick walls, 
large windows and wide hall has been carefully perserved. 

Since his retirement last April, Bishop Strider devotes 
hi:mself to supervising the three farms of 537 acres which 
coniprise the Rose Hill estate. Bishop Dandridge who re­
tired in 1952 is now dean of the Theological School at the 
University of the South, Sewanee, Tenn., but returns each 
surnmer to spend a n1onth at his birthplace, The Bower, 
near Rose Hill. 

- Linnie Schley 
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BL O T 

bout 400 ya1 .. ds east of Duff elds and just no1--th of 
h old Winding Road, leading to the southeast in the 

g n 1·al di1·ec ion of Ha1 .. pe1·s Fel"l'Y and called the Harpers 
F 1 .. 1·y Road in old deeds, stands a stately old brick dwell­
ing call d Belmont on the Shaw-Whitmer map of Jeffer­
son Coun . The place is bette1, known as the home of the 
Wa1·1·en Hunte1· family. It is said that for its first two 
d cades i was simply called Duffields the name Belmont 
b ing a m mo1~ial to a deceased membe1" of the James H. 
L. Hunt r family. 

The accompanying pictu1·e gives some idea of the 
beautiful setting and app1 .. oach to the house entrance to 
which is f1·om a high po1 .. ch of classic design at the second 
01· main floo1· level. On each of its three floo1·s there are 
fou1· spacious 1 .. ooms, with a small thirteenth room over 
h f1 .. on pa1.. of the l1allwa . The lower or basement floor, 

no long 1~ used as a pa1· of the li ing quarte1 .. s, had a 
kitch n a11d di11ing l"OOm on the east side each with a 
la1 .. g fi1" place he kitchen fitted with a la1 .. ge crane now 
used onl a butche1·ing time. 01 .. ig·inally the1·e were open 
fit'" plac sin he eight rooms of the main and uppe11 floors, 
bu i 11 th in ·1 .. oduc ion of mode1·n heating systems all 
bu \ o \\ 1, closed one in an upstairs bedroom and the 
0 1 i 11 f1 ont pa1, of he double pa1·lo1 ... 

In pite of h paciousness of the house there has 
b e11 -all cl1anc o add o h old mahogan and\ alnut 
urni u1· i 1 11 d 11 1·e b he 1~igh -Hu11te1· family 

n a1"l a l1u11d1· d ., ea1· ago. A 1·io of fou1 .. -pos e1' b ds and 
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a mahogany sideboard, a Wright heirloorn, are the more 
massive pieces. The silver service of Mary Ellen Wright, 
doubtless given her when she becan1e a Hunter by marri­
age in 1855, finds its place on the old sideboard. 

As with the furniture, there has scarce been found a 
place for any but the old portraits and paintings. In the 
front parlor one finds ancestral port1'aits, those of Sarnuel 
Wright (1796-1865) and Mary Snyder Wright (1802-1874) 
done by Alexander about 1855. There are also reminders to 
the visitors that the fathers of both Mr. and Mrs. Warren 
Hunter fought in the Confederate cause. In the front hall 
hangs a painting, ''Last Meeting of Lee & Jackson," and 
in the dining roorn one finds a large framed picture, 
' 'Generals of the Confederate Army. '' 

However, at least two of the present occupants have 
been accorded space for additions to the furniture and 
pictures or paintings. A few of the latter were secured by 
Miss Jane Hunter during her several extended visits to 
England, and the old walnut corner cupboa1'td in the din­
ing room belongs to Mrs. James Hunter, of McKee parent­
age. 

Belman t is located in Elk Branch territory, with the 
Elk Branch Presbyterian Church alrnost within a stone's 
throw of the Hunter home. It is almost needless to remark 
that the farnily has had a long and prominent connection 
with the Elk Branch Church. Warren Hunter was an elder 
in the church from 1933 till his death in 1947. His son, 
Jarnes Osbourn Hunter, now managing the Belrnont 
farm lands, has been a deacon since 1937 r His daughters, 
Jane Wright Hunter and Christine, have been active in 
the Women of the Church organization, as has been their 
mother, Elizabeth Osbourn Hunter. Mrs. Hunter's father, 
James Burr Osbourn, served as a deacon from 1870 to 1875 
and as an elder froni 1875 till his death in 1928. Four 
generations back of Warren Hunter was John Wright, one 
of the commissioners from Elk Branch Church who suc­
ceeded in having John McKnight accept a call to the 
pastorate of the church in 1776. Intervening generations 
of the Wrights were connected with the Charles Town 
Presbyterian Church, Elk Branch not existing as a regu­
larly organized church for about thirty-five years, from 
1792 on. 

Belmont is also in Darke territory. As shown by the 
county n1ap General William Darke's home was only a few 
hundred yards to the east. In the 1770's John and Joseph 
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1·k - og· tl1 1 .. O\ 11 d at least 846 ac1 .. es in this te1 .. ri to1J7, 
bu i , ot1lcl b \\ ell-nig·h impossible to state autho1~itative-
1 11 11 1· tl1 s · l1olding·s we1·e by William Da1 .. ke s father, 
Josepl1 bo1·11 i11 1702 and his uncle John born in 1698 01· 
b l1is ou11g 1· b1othe1·s John bo1·n in 1741 and Joseph 
bor·n i11 174 . R fe1·ence has been made to Deed Book 3, 
1Jag· 430. Be1·keley Coun y, 1·ecording· a deed dated Oct­
ob 1· 17 1775 f1·on1 Joseph Da1'ke to William Darke, con-

_ 1i11g 200 ac1·es on no1·th side of Elk B1·anch including 
' 1·ac on \\7hich William Da1·ke now lives '' a part of a 

la1·g 1· t1·ac g·1~an ted to Joseph Da1·ke by the P1 .. oprietor of 
tl1 01· h 1·n eek on August 20 1770. 

A co11sid 1~able pa1·t of tl1e Da1·ke holdings late1· came 
in o the possession of Richa1·d Duffield. In the gene1 .. ation 
befo1· hi111, Jol1n vVilliain Duffield was a p1~ominent citizen 
of 11 community and one of the t1--ustees to whom John 
Sn. d 1~ deeded land fo1· the Elk B1'anch Chu1·ch on April 

1830. 

On Octobe1~ 6 1851 as I'ecorded in Deed Book 32, 
})ag 117 Cl1a1~1es Town, Richa1·d Duffield and his wife 

a1· S. (St1'0 he1·) co11veyed 276 ac1 .. es not including the 
}Jal' s of th i1' la1'ge1' t1·act extending to the no1,.th and west, 
o D1'. L \t.. is E. Eichelberge1'. App1 .. oximately 156 acres of 
his t1·ac was east of the Shepherdstown Road, the part 

110w comp1·isi11g the Belmont 01 .. Hunter' fa1'm and 200 
1 .. s, st of tl1 Shephe1'dstown Road. The p1 .. ice paid was 

lr, 361.25. 

011 Octobe1-- 1 1856, as 1 .. eco1ded in Deed Book 36, page 
198 l1a1·I s Tov:n, L wis S. Eichelbe1·ger deeded the 156 

_ 1· s I~ i11g· a ·t of the Shephe1'dstown Road, the p1 .. esent 
B 1111011 01· Hu11t I' fa1~m to Samuel W1 .. ight for $15 ,000. 

l1a ~1ot Id se n1 a 1·igh t p1·ofi table t1·ansaction, buying 
~ ,.,6 a 1· __ fo1· i tl 1no1·e than $17 000 and selling 156 ac1·es 
o i fi .. e 1·s lat 1· fo1.. 15 000. The explanation is easy 

11ot gl1.. D1·. • l1elbe1 .. ge1· had in hat five- ear period 
1· c d a l1a11d ome dw lling on the t1 .. act sold Samuel 

r·igl1 _ h 1)1·es n l1ome of h a1·1'en Hunter family. 

an1t1 1 1·igl1 of tl1is J)e1·iod-the ea1·lie1" Samuel 
\ l'i ·11 11 cl di cl i11 1819-11ad ex ensi e land holdings in 

11 cot111 1 cl bougl1 tl1 Eicl1 lb 1'ge1' home to settle 
, 11 1·1 i 1 l1i daugl1 1· a1· llen, \ J,o had been ma1·ried 
• J n _ . ...., . . Hu11 I'" o 1 a, 17 1855 . ., 
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James Henry Lee Hunter, son of Thomas and Anna 
Quigley Hunter, was born in Cun1berland County Penn­
sylvania , and carne to Jefferson County at the age of 23, 
two years before his marriage to Mary Ellen Wright. He 
was a Captain in the 2nd Va. Regiment, in the Stonewall 
Brigade, serving throughout the war. 

In the settlement of the estate of Samuel Wright and 
the partitioning of his land holdings, the Belinont place 
was deeded to James H. L. Hunter and his wife on January 
6, 1871. Only two of their five children lived to maturity­
Samuel Wright Hunter, born July 6, 1868, and Warren 
Hampton Hunter, born January 8, 1871. 

Jallles H. L. Hunter died on August 17, 1891, but his 
wife continued to live at Belrr1ont till her death on October 
14, 1908. After her death the property was held in the 
name of the James H. L. Hunter heirs. 

On July 1, 1915, the sons Samuel Wright Hunter and 
Warren H. Hunter made a division of the property, War­
ren taking the house and 40 acres and Samuel taking the 
then remaining 114 acres. 

On January 30, 1926, vVarren H. Hunter bought out 
Samuel Hunter and thus gained possession of the whole 
of the Belmont estate, now held by Mrs. Hunter. 
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111 looking ove1~ an old map made in 1809, by Varle, 
ou wond 1· at he numbe1· of mill sites. Almost each Plant­

a ion had its own mill. When you stop and think how 
n1a11 families it took to 1--un these la1·ge Estates you can 
1~ adil u11de1--stand why. The fir--st and more numerous 

1· gt'ist mills built of logs and a few had saw mills run 
b he same wa te1· power·. The flour mills were large1" :mills 
and usuall 1 built of stone. Afte1-- 1809 a number of mills 
and wool n facto1·ies wer·e built of b1 .. ick but we are just 
d aling ith the mills on the map of 1809 and previous 
o l1a date. 

I will give you a list of the mills that were on this 
old map of 1809 which were located in what is now Jeffer­
son Count :-

Rocks' Mill at the mouth of Long Marsh 
Muse,s Mill on Long Mar--sh 
McPl1e1·son s Mill on Long Ma1--sh 
Jas. 01· Jon. Gaunts Mill on Bull Skin 
H. S. Tu1·ne1· s Mill on Bull Skin 
Hamn1ond s Fe1·1 .. y Mill (Run by water Power taken 

f 1·om 1·i ve1·) 
Robal'd l's Mill on Evitts Run 

ill in Cha1'les Town on Evitts Run 
J . B1·isco s Mill on Evitts Run 
Two ills 011 1 .. iver b fo1'e you g·et to Bloome1 .. y (Run 

b wa t 1· powe1· take11 from 1 .. i ver) 
ill and saw mill on Cat Tail Run 

Jol1n ates· ill on Flowing Spring 
K lJ) 1·usts Mill on Elk B1·anch 
Ta 101· Mill 01· Manning Mill on Potomac River 

ill a hephe1~astov.1n on Potomac 
. mi h s Mill at Smithfield 

1· s ill a Lee Town 
ou1· 11ill on bo1'dc1· of Be1·keley County. 

1 u1nb 1· of mills and facto1'"ies were built afte1 .. 1809. 

l1a , an old ~ oode 1no1·ta1~ and pestle f1 .. om The 
ock . I u l)pose i , made b f or·e h could get the 

Joa n1 ·11 buil . ~ l1a,e b 11 old i is 1no1 .. e pe1·fect than 
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the one at Williamsburg. It is 31 inches high, hewed out 
of a log. The base is solid; the bowl 11 inches deep and 15 
in diameter. The pestle is solid wood and carved on the 
bottorn are wooden teeth. 

Battaile Muse bought The Rocks from James and 
Arianna Wormley in 1789. In 1811 when his widow, Mar­
garet Muse, sold The Rocks to her son-in-law, Dr. John 
Hancock Lewis, a grist mill is mentioned in the deed. Then 
later in the diary kept by Dr. Lewis and after his death 
in 1833 by his widow, the mill is rnentioned. It is evident 
they converted the old grist rnill at the mouth of Long 
Marsh Run into a merchant flour mill. 

In 1824 Dr Lewis writes in his diary and I quote, 
''Finished water wheel and shaft Dec. 10th. Cleaned up 
and put in the Inill 1891/2 bu. wheat. 200 bu. is about a 
day's work with the present fan. Dec. 1st, 1825: Tramping 
wheat 28th & 29th. 8 parts of the t.irne with 9 horses and 
5 hands." In 1834, after Dr. Lewis's death, Mrs Lewis 
writes and I quote, ''Sept. 10th carpenters commenced 
work at the mill and finished the 27th. Another hand with 
him every day except two days. 1835 November 4-Tony 
went to Alexandria with 14 bar of flour-paid for his toll 
3$631/2cts. 1840 April 25th-The Mill Wrights carne to 
work 4 hands in the evening commenced work. August 
1844-Mr. West repairing mill. Johnson repairing mill. 
1 hand cleaning race 7 days. 1848, Mill Wrights at work 
about the mill. Ford & Miller came to board.'' It went on, 
so many m.en so many days working on mill. Again quote, 
''Oct. 18th, finished so far as to set the niill running." 

In 1851 Mrs. Lewis died in February and some one 
else wrote in the diary,-! think one of her sons. Again I 
quote, '' 1852 Ma1~ch 17th. -The river cornrnenced rising 
on Sunday morning and rose very fast. It rose five feet 
that day, five feet that night and on Monday eight or ten 
feet. That day rose up to the floors in the middle part of 
mill. Commenced falling on Tuesday m.orning." 

There is nothing· more about Rocks, Mill that I can 
find. We know in 1870 Mr. John Hancock Berkeley Lewis 
was running it and was washed away with his house and 
the mill September 30th, 1870. His body was found in 
Avon Bend bottorns. The mill was never rebuilt after 1870. 
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1u 'I ill 
bout one mil f1·om Rocks' Fe1,17 on Long Marsh 

11 1· \ as l1e us Mill. I think it was a la1·ge stone flou1" 
111ill. 11 mill lot \ as men ion d a numbe1' of times in 

11 cl d b t\· n M1·. James Wo1·mley and M1·. Battaile 
tis a11cl ag·ain , 11 n M1·. Muse s p1·ope1,ty was divided 

a111011g 11: s t,111' ons. Geo1·ge A. Muse sold his part to Mr. 
Hi1·0111 . O1Ji ~ ho ma1·1·ied his sister, Ma1,ga1·et Muse 
a11d bt1il tl1 b1'ick house 011 the hill and lived there until 
18 2 \\111 11 h sold it o M1·. Hen1·y Castleman, and in the 
cl d f1·0111 M1·. O1Ji to M1·. Castleman is mentioned the old 

'.I 1· l1a11 Mill da111 and a saw mill 1·ace. The Old Merchant 
Mill \\1as 111ad into a ba1·n and was used as such until 
1906 \vl1 11 1·. Joh11 Wa1·e bought the farm from my 

otl1 1·. , G1·andn1othe1· Singleton bought Woodburn, 
a i was Ll1e11 called, f1·om the Castlemans in 1892. At 
tl1a • i111e tl1 1·e as a g1•ist mill and saw mill run by the 
s n1 \ at 1· powe1· on the co1 .. ne1" whe1"e the th1,ee roads 
can1 tog tl1 1·. It 1·an until about 1900. Mr. Al G1,ubb was 

11 1nille1· ~1hen my G1·andmothe1· boug'ht the place. He 
011ti11u d o 1·un he g·1·ist and saw mill. He and his Mother 

Ii,1 d in tl1 house n xt to the mill. She was a lovely old 
le: d a11cl \\ e lo ed them both. ''Mr. Al'' did beautiful 

• 
caI'l) n t 1· and cabinet wo1·k. The mill has gone entirely. 
Tl1 1·a fill d u1). It as an old log mill with a big wooden 
\\ a 1· ,, 11 l. 

ill 

Tl1 ill 011 John McPhe1·son s Estate was running and 
n1 ki11°· fi11e g1"ade of flou1· in 1788 and 1798 according 
o no of Ba ail Muse. It was about a mile 01~ more 

abo,, u e' ill on a b1·anch of the Long Ma1·sh. Mc-
Pl1 1· 011· ill i still tanding on a fa1"m that now belongs 
o i·. . L. dan1s. The la1·ge ooden wate1· wheel has 

l'O t cl a\\ a bu l1e ~ oode11 shaft is still the1·e and the 
• 

\\ oocl ·og a11d \\ 11. ls 011 he inside. It could not be 1·un 
bu i 1n o b all tl1e1·e. Th s 1·eam he mill 1~ace was 

ct b. l1a d 1 i cl u }). I do not kno\\1 of anothe1 ... mill that 
11 11. l1i ,g, I ft i11 it. 1·om most of them even the 1·ock 
1 a b 11 a 1· 1·i d a \\J a . 

Ull 

au11 ill on h Bull kin ,~ as the fi1~st mill 
lo d, , l1at i 110,\ Kable o\,n. I \\as late1" 0\\11ed and 
1·u11 b 1·. a11i I Kabl . I11 a1~1 , 1900 i \\1a burned and .. 
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The Old Kabletown Mill 

the place sold to Mr. Mercer, who in tur .. n sold it to Rouss 
Brothers. They built a cold storag·e on the old mill site 
and for years ran it by wate1" power. The cold storage is 
now owned by Marcus B1 .. others. 

Turner's Mill 

About two miles f1--om Gaunt's Mill on the Bull Skin 
is an old mill site. It was the Turner-- Estate and was built 
of stone, the walls still standing·. In 1824 John Myers 
bought the land from H. Tu1"ne1 ... His daug·hte1 .. , Mary Alice 
Ellen Myers , mar1--ied Dr,. John J. Hunter .. Straith and it 
comes down from them to the Straith Briscoes. It is 
known as ''Baney's Flour Mill." In 1930 the black iron 
water wheel was sold. Mrs. St1 .. aith Briscoe kindly gave me 
the above inforrr1ation. When the i1 .. on water-- wheel was 
put in, she did not know. Above ''Baney's Mill'' about one­
half n1ile on the Bull Skin, is another .. mill on the Turner 
Estate. It is known as Renner's l\1ill but is spoken of in 
Jeffe1--son County Historical Mag·azine Vol. 11, page 25 as 
a g·rist mill owned by Easton's Hei1 .. s. 

Feagans' Mill 

Feag·ans' Mill is spoken of· as Haines' Mill in Historical 
Mag·azine Vol. 11, pag·e 25 , December-- 1936 by Mr. W. 
Fontaine Alexande1 ... It is said later .. the land, flour and saw 
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111ill , 1· 0\\111 d b Feagans and Haines. M1 ... I saac Feag-
n took 11 flo 1· and saw n1ill a11d M i--. Hain es took the 

1 11d . o 11 flou1 .. a11d a mill bu1'ned and Mi--. Isaac F eag­
a11s J) LI bt: ·k 11 flou1· mil l and i was l"Un by the Feagans 
fa111il~ t111 il 1938 \\1l1 n i bu1,ned again . The1--e is a build­
i11g 011 11 old 1·oundation but 1t has neve1-- run as a mill 

i11c 1938. Tl1 abov info1-1nation was g·iven m e by Mr. 
ob 1-- F g·a11s G1· at-G1·andson of M1·. Isaac F eagans. 

Robard 1· , ill 

111il o • 11101· abo e tl1 1·ive1, is a m ill on Evitts Run 
011 oba1~ct 1· l 11d. Thi is acco1·din g to the map of 1809. 

u11 is 1na1·kecl on tl1i old map as Evans Run but 
1· 011 sa s l1a t 1s a 111istake 0 1.. misp1·in t as it has 

al ~ 1s b 11 k11ow11 as Evitts Run). M1·s. B1·ooke Black-.. 
fo1·d ·a\1 111 t 11 • 1·01lo'w·ing· info1--mation. H e1 .. G1,and father 

1. ~' 111. F. ei1·ick and M1--. J . C. W elle1" of th e fi1 .. m of 
i1·i k and 11 1· bol1g·I1 t this mill p1--ope1 .. ty f1·om the 

t of en ja1nin Be lei· in 1878 and a stone h ouse is 
also n1 11 io11 ccl i11 tl1 cleed . (D ed Book F, page 327 and 

ct Book 1) g 25.) T his mill was 01Je1·ated by Mr. 
11 . F. v i1 .. i ·k , s a flou1· mill and th l"e was also a saw 

1nill ~ 11 a111 location and OJ) l'aled by th same water 
JJO\\ •. f -1· tl1 cl a h of M1·. Wm. F. Wei1·ick the mill 
\ 1t111 b 1·. RolJ0 1· J. ¼ ei1 .. ic.~k, his son, until i t was 

' 
cl ., 1·0 cl lJ fi1· . rr11 111ill site was late1· sold to M 1·. J ames .. 

lil)}) \ 110 1· lJt1ilt 11 n1ill and OJJe1·ated it fo1· seve1 .. al 
a1· . I ~, s la 1· solcl b) l1i. son, M1·. T. Wilme1-- Clipp, and 

11 bt1ilcli11g· co1111)l t l. dismantled he lumbe1, being used 
i11 builcli11 c • tl 11 ilcl1· n I-Ia 11. Th 1· is nothing left 
bu 11 i1·011 \\·a 1· \vl1 l a11cl tl1 Mill 1, s House now own-

cl b 1· •. , 1 .. 1 Da '"son . 
• 

R ti th 1 • f o 1· cl I\ Ii 11 

h 11 .r~ 111i ll 111a1·k d or1 E i ts Run 1 at Cha1·les 
O\\ 11 11cl I 111 old i \\ s l1e Ru h 1·for·d Mill. I t was 

1·1111 i11 • i11 1 r--: 01·cli11g· to a no of Ba taile Muse's 
11 l tl1 11 i i, • 111 11 io11 1 j11 Hi to1 ical Magazine Vol. V 

I 111b 1· . 3 J)a • I . F1·01n Rob 1·t Ruthe1·fo1·d's ill 
l l \ 11 i \\ if , c 111011 o· o 11 1· l1ing·s l1 mill he 
1 1 • g 1 d 1 • • I) JJ u 1 • t 11 a 11 c o 11 ,s a i ct mi 11. I 

1t1 11 lJ 11 lot11· n1 ill f 01· 11 • ~ oulcl no ha v 
11 la1· • l , 01· c , ·1·i 111ill. Tl1 11 on about \\ o 
111 i l 1·0111 l 1--l \A. 11 o 11 i R tl 11 i a 111 i 11 on J . 
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Briscoe's land, now known as Piedmont and owned by Mr. 
John Briscoe and his sister, Miss Louise Briscoe. 

I have tried to rnention all these mill locations that 
were on the map in 1809, in what is now Jefferson County, 
to impress you with what a big industry raising wheat and 
making flour was from 1770-1870 and later. There were 
warehouses in Alexandria the flour was wagoned down to 
and sold from. We always heard wheat was brought down 
the river on barges and if we could locate the old n1ill 
books Miss Ann Lewis sold to Mr. John L. Ford, we could 
get a lot of inforrnation about the Rocks' Mill and The 
Muse Mill. 

Up until about 1930 or later the farmers put their 
own wheat in the mills to be made into flour and then 
took the flour out as needed. In those days there was no 
way of drying the corn, so they would take it to be ground 
in small quantities. The Miller's pay or toll, as he called 
it, was a certain percentag·e of the grain brought to be 
ground. I do not believe there is a grist or flour n1ill run­
ning in the county today. They do make corn meal in 
Charles Town but it is done by modern n1achinery run 
by electricity. There is a n1ost interesting article on Bill­
rnyer's Mill in the Magazine of the Jefferson County 
Historical Society Volume XVII Decen1ber 1951. A per­
fect description of how the old n1ills were run. I hope we 
will be able to find out rnore about these old mills even 
though the buildings have been destroyed. 

From ''The Grist Mill in Georgia'' by M. T. Thomson, 
I quote: ''The old, dilapidated grist mill with its moss­
covered water wheel has earned a place in our history 
that goes beyond fond me:mories of childhood. As the 
oldest continuously conducted industry known to man­
kind and the first to be completely mechanized, it has 
played an essential role in our economy. Let us hope that 
a few of the old mills will be preserved to remind us that 
life was not always a matter of turning dials and pushing 
buttons.'' 

- Louise Singleton Kemp. 



J effe1·son County Histo1·ical Society 29 

TH 1-IOR E JOCKE 

(b Porte ra on ) 

lntrodu tion b Cecil Eb 

David Hunter Strothe1· (' 'Po1·te Cr·ay1on,') l''eturned to America 
in 1843 after· a hree year ''G1·and Tou1·'' in Europe. While ab1·oad he had 
ostensibl>' d veloped fu1·ther his abilities as a portrait and gener al 
painter, bu tl1e n xt nine yea1·s weI·e emplo)1ed in searching for an ou t-
1 t f 01· his work as ,vell as fo1· obtaining his own emotional se­
cu1·i )'. Until 1849 he gi·avitated between Martinsbu1-.g a nd New 
York having lear·ned the t1·ade of engraver fo1" books and magazines 
f1·01n John G. Chapman, one of tl1e fo1 .. e111ost American painters (in­
deed, almost the only one that pleased the vituperative M1·s. T rollope), 
bu i , as no until 1852 that his association with Harpers Magazine 
would u1·n him into a p1·ofessional and well-received write1·. As Sti·other 
himself sal s in his unpublished autobiography, ''I devoted much of my 
leisu1·e to society and \vo1·ked languidly a the g1·aphic arts like one who 
has no }'et found his true vocation. In 1849 I ma1~ried a lady of 

artinsbu1·g and took up my abode in my father's house: for the time 
abandoning all p1·ofessional effo1·t and amusing myself with art, liter­
a tu1·e, and field spo1·ts. ,, 

His earlies extant not book, which covers the period f1·om 1836 
to 1860, 1s often little mo1·e than jottings in note form of thin gs he 
witnessed, part1cular·ly on the European trip: however, there is a sketch 
of his ad ntu1· s at a local 1·ace t1·ack-one of the ''field sports'' to 
,~hich h alludes above. It would seem that the location of the parti­
cula1· t1·ack would be in the ar·ea adjacent to Ma1~tinsbu11 g, but whether 
in Cla1·ke. F1·ede1"ick, Be1·keley. or Jeffe1·son County is impossible to 
xactl ascer ain. 

It canno be said that he definitely expected to use the sketch 
\' rbatir11 for a ,v1·1 ten a1·ticle; in fact, it must be remember~d tl1at at 
this ir11 • 11 1· ga1·ds hi1nself as an a1·tist, not a writer. Yet in style ana 
co11te 1t i r s 1nbles n1any of the spor·ting articles appear·ing at that 
p riod i11 Po1·ter's •• Spi1·it of the Times," tl1e ew York journal of g1·eat 
i1·cul tion ,r.,hich d \'Oted its pages to events of a sporting kind Con-
1·ibutors f1·om all sec ions of the country vied with each othe1· to present 
he poi· i11g asp cts of h ir O\\'n co111111u11ities, and it is conce1vable 
ha Sti·other n1 )' ha e thougl1t of sub111itti11g this co11tribution 

I \\'ould seern ,, h nt to l1a,,e been w1·itter1 at sor11etime between 
1843, he de of l1is r tu1·r1 to An1 1·ica, and 1849, the date of l1is mar1·i-
ag to A1111 olff of arti11sburg. Although 1 is 1·ougl1 and unfinished 
in i f orn1, l1c k ·ch is a ,,i,,id bit of local colo1· and p1·oves that, after 
all, 1·ace racks l1a \'e bu little cl1a11g d in a l1u11d1·ect ) ea1·s. 

Tt1 01·i i 11 

o 11 r n1t ri 1 
011, 1· . Da 'id 

l n1a11usc1·ip fo1· tl1is jou1·1 al, as fo1· tl1e n1ost of tl1e 
,,,11icl1 I l1a\' tised, is O\\ 11ed b~, ··Po1· C1•aj1011's'' g1·and-

1·0 11 r o iJ,,,at1k . I is l1rou ·11 tl1 .. generosit)' 01· 
r . 1· o 11 r • I 1 a l is in sc 11 of po1·ti11 li f in 11 '40,.. of the last 

c 11 u .. _, cat 110,, b pt1blisl ed 01· 11 ii· .. t ti111 . 
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Strother's Story 

On the road I overtook a n1an riding a very shabby 
looking pony and on entering in to conversation with hin1 
I found that he was on his way to the races. We soon be­
came acquainted, and having drunk and slept together 
at the tavern arose in the morning on terms of intimacy. 
On going to the stable to look after ou1~ horses , I observed 
that my friend took all the pains he could to disfigure his 
pony, which was already as sorry a jade in appearance as 
could be found. He curried his coat backwa1~ds until his 
hair stood up like the nap on a fur hat; he filled his mane 
and tail with burrs and entirely refused to clean off the 
mud which hung about his legs and tail. I was surprised 
at this and could not forbear asking him the reason for it. 
In reply he gave nie a knowing wink and taking me :my­
steriously by the arn1 looked carefully ~round to assure 
hi:mself that no one was listening. ' 'Stranger, I will tell 
you a secret. That hoss is a very remarkable animal. He 
is a reg'lar take in, he is. You wouldn't suspect that hoss 
of runnin', would you?'' I agreed that I would not. 
' 'Thar' now, that's what I said. Neither would anybody 
else. Wall, I'll tell you, that old grey is one of the fastest 
hosses in Virginney; can beat anything that will be at the 
races. We can :make money on her, we can. You see I dis­
figures her this way on purpose. Nobody 'spects h er , you 
see." 

I was aniazed at what my friend told me and delight­
ed with his ingenuity. We departed directly for the race 
course, and soon entered into an arrangement to double 
our n1oney. I had four hundred dollars with me, and he 
told me he had a thousand. Arriving on the field the grey 
was entered and I commenced betting. I found no diffi­
culty in investing my stock. The appearance of the grey 
mare was against her to such a degree that excited the 
ridicule of the bystanders. No one suspected the trap and 
I felt some compunctions of conscience in taking· in a 
spooney with a red head and short pants. My friend was 
flinging his bets right and left, occasionally taking the 
opportunity to g·ive me a wink. The horses started and 
much to my astonishment the grey came out behind & 
apparently much blown. I went up to my friend to rate 
h1m for the deception which he had practiced on me. He 
seemed in high spirits, and on seeing me he gave half a 
dozen knowing winks and whispered, ' 'Now we've got 'em. 
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O\\ s h in1 nd big· take-in. ' My hopes 1·evived again 
and n1 f1'i nd ent to look after' his horse which he rub­
b cl dow11 1 tl1 his own l1ands. Poo1· f elle1· ' said he, in a 
1nou1·11ful 01 'B1·ok do n, b1·oke down. Who'd have 
l1ot1gl1 i . He's sick, poo1· felle1·.' My sagacity enabled me 
o }) 1·c iv h ga1ne l1e v_ as playing. He was stuffing the 

b -s a11cl 1·s. M confidence in th grey was en ti1,.ely re­
s 01· d. I }Je1·ceived he 1ed-headed gentleman at iny elbow. 
H off 1· d a bet and immediately the only property I had 
1 f 111, ho1·s and atch, we1·e staked ag·ainst his. The 
d1·um b a and the ho1·ses sta1,ted a second time. I was 
h 0111 T on at all su1·p1·ised at the 1--esult. The grey was 

doubl -di ~a11 d. I did not 1'emain to upb1·aid anyone but 
l f tl1 fi ld on foot and in double-quick time. The .red 
11 ad · ct J)Oon and m f1·iend of the grey ma1·e were 
co11 . d 1·at s. 

R E \I\ J-11 GTO TO CAPTAI VA 

WE RI GE 

n his' G 01ge Washing·ton Colonial T1'avelle1,'' John 
. itzpat1~ick Edi 01' of the Washing·ton Dia1'ies on page 

155 11 h f ollo ing: 

' a 15, 1761 ) F1'iday F1'ede1~ick County, M1 ... Hodg-
0 11 ' . ' 

• a ock-fig·ht on atu1·day I p1'omised to be at a 
clcling a M ncl · 11hall s ills yeste1'da which together 

\\ i 11 n affai1· I l1ad to settle on Bullskin (that detained 
n1 a cla lo11g l' l1an I xpected) p1'even ted my taking 

·11 pl1 1·ct To ~111 a11d ou1· House in my way. I intend this 
a o 1) along tl1e 01 .. h ountain and tomo1·r'OW at 
n a tl1 inc ing a cGills on the Cumbe1·land Road 

1 l f1·0111 11 11 e o incl1 ste1 .. in 01·de1' to wait my doom 
011 011d . ' 

, Jl t i 11 \ • n ~ , a 1· i 11 11 . I 11 Jl r i at hand ) 

u l 01· i die d in foo not s follo\x. ing the above 
doo111 G 01·g l' f 1·1· d o \\1as a\\ aiting news of 

io 01· cl , a. a 111 1nb 1 .. of l1e Hous of bu1·ges-
l d . 

G. B. F. 
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WRIGHT DENNY 
(By Dr. Stanley Shugert, of the University of Pennsylvania. Delivered 
before the Society on March 18, 1955, at the Wright Denny School.) 

It was in September of 1893 that Wright Denny be­
ca!lle principal of the Charles Town Graded School and 
began that long and useful career which was to mean so 
much to the town and to the cornrnunity. It was not Mr. 
Denny's first experience as a teacher in Charles Town, for 

... . . •,, -.. 

.. 
. . 
• . . . . . .. . . 

. . . . 

the previous year he had taught in the old Academy whose 
building was subsequently to be torn down to make room 
for the school building which a proud community has 
identified him with public school education by naming it 
the Wright Denny Graded School. Nor was this his first 
experience as a teacher, for he had for some six years 
taug·ht in Virginia at Be1~1--yville, Tappahannock, Harnpton, 
and Loretto, and when you add to these the forty-six years 
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h se1· d as 1·in ipal of ou1· G1·ad d School his teaching 
X}) 1·i 11c co e1· d mo1·e than half a c n tu1~y. 

1·. Denn was bo1·n on October 18 1866 in Essex 
ou1 i1·ginia and ~ as the eldest child in the family 

o 11 ,, 1 .. nd G 01 .. g H. Denny whose wife was Char-
lo Ma ilda 1·ight and hence his name; he had been 
nam d fo1· his mat 1·nal g1·andfather William Alfred 

1·igh bu he used only the family name of Wright. 
Bo h h Denn and W1--ight families were prorr1inen t in 

i1·g··nia a11d among his ancestors were an eminen t bank-
1· a dis inguish d judge and a famous editor. His father 
a a Pi· sb T 1 .. ian ministe1· who had been educated at 

Ha111pd n , ctn y College and the Union Theological Sem­
i11a1" in Richn1ond and Vr1ho had served as a chaplain in 
th onfed 1·ate Army. His several pastorates had been 
in ·Hano 1· Aug·usta and Am lia Counties and his son 

1·igh g1· w to manhood in these communities and 1~e­
c i d uch schooling as was afforded. M1"'. Denny's formal 
du a 10n b gan hen he entered the Hoove1 .. Military 
cadem in S aun on, Va. where he spent the yea1~ of 

1882-83. H hen en1,olled at Hampden Sydney College in 
h fall of 83 he1· l1e spent the next two yea1 .. s interrupt­

ing l1is coll g cou1~se h n to teach f 01.. two years and 
h n 1· u1·n ing fo1~ a hi1 d yea1" bef 01~e taking up his teach­

ing agai11- 011 ear at Tappahannock two at Hampden, 
on a B 1·1" ill and then his long and succe sful experi­
nc in ha11 l To n. 

Jeff 1 son oun wa a pionee1"' in public school edu­
ca ion f 01· such schools had be n s ablished as ea1·ly as 
1848 in h coun . Education p1·io1' to that ime had been 
011du d onl in p1~i ate schools and thes continued 
o 1·un p 1·all I o h public chools which at fi1' t we1·e 

110 in too g·ood f or·. Of cour - th Wai· between the 
pl d ha \'OC itl1 bo 11 l)Ublic and p1~i ate schools 

o i 011clusio11 h public school s st m had p1 .. ac i-
all clisap1J ar d bu a,s im v. nt on the schools wer 
r· dL1 11 r· - abli 11 d and 11 public scl1ool duca ion 

b g 11 0 in1l)l'O lr-·- b I" ach l'S w l1 e ngag d salaries 
~ 1· m 1· l 1·01n1) 1 }) id and h 1· JJOssibl a s stem of 

1· ct . \~ i11 ocluc cl. com o 11 s1 ua ion as i ex-
i11 l 1 To\\ 11 in 11 a1'l 18 0 . Th hool 1·m ... 

\ . nin n10 1 }1 i11 1 n h•- long 1· ha11 in n1ost cou11 i s 
in 11 r--- ch 1.. 110\\ 1· \\ 1.. no oo 11 })aid 

ncl 11 i h 1· \\ 1· h oo \\ 11 p1· pa1· ct for· th ir a k. 
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At this time the boys and girls were taught in separate 
buildings, each school under its own corps of teachers 
and as I believe were entirely women. Discipline was some­
what difficult and sometimes out of hand, so that educa­
tion naturally suffered and was at times almost chaotic. 
Quite a few private schools flourished at this time and a 
large percentage of the children, particularly the younger 
ones, were enrolled in then1, the most successful being the 
one conducted by Miss Judith Sublett. There also existed 
the Charles Town Male Academy, which had been estab­
lished before 1800, and the Stephenson Seminary of a 
later date, and these two schools provided education for 
those whose parents were willing· and able to send their 
children where they could obtain more competent train­
ing and some advanced instruction under more favorable 
conditions. The public school system needed a through 
overhauling· and the Board of Education found in Wright 
Denny just the man to undertake this task, for he had 
come into our midst in 1892 to teach at the old Acaden1y. 

It so happened at this time that the ''Boom'' bubble 
had burst and that the office building was no longer need­
ed for the purpose for which it had been built and was 
therefore a white elephant on the hands of those who had 
drearned dreams of a great industrial community. A larger 
and more commodious building was needed for the schools 
and this office building· was purchased as a home for the 
new Graded School, and so for :many years the children 
of the town and surrounding country trudged daily across 
the ''boom'' to school. While the building was not ideal 
for school purposes-it lacked a suitable assembly room 
and office space and there was little room for recreation 
-it nevertheless was adequate and provided son1e room 
for future expansion. Such were the conditions when Mr. 
Denny took over the destinies of the public school educa­
tion in Charles Town. With a new building· and a unified 
school he began his work in 1893 as Principal of the Grad­
ed School. It was a challenge to his ability as an admini­
strator, an organizer, a disciplinarian , and a teacher for 
he taught a full schedule with only an hour off at the 
end of the day, which was devoted to the supervision of 
the work of the other teachers in the school. This chal­
lenge was :met with honesty, sincerity, and a faithfulness 
to duty. 
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11 11001 as 1·eo1 .. g·anized wi h a teacher in charge 
o a 11 g1·ad ith M1·. Denny as Pr"incipal teaching the 
l ig·11 t g1·ad -- he ighth. He was not satisfied with only 
l igl1 .. a1's of elementary education, so he enlarged 
11 c 11" ·icult11n of tl1 eighth grade and extended the pro­

g·1·a111 L111 il v.1ithin a few yea1·s the1·e had been added a 
11in l and • ntl1 g·1·ade both of which he himself taught 
f Ol' 111a11 , a ·s e en though the staff of the school had 
b 11 inc1· as cl. This was done in orde1 .. to meet the de-
1n 11d of h mar' ambitious pupils and to provide the 
11 c ·a1· 1 1)1·e1) 1·a tion f 01,. those who wished to go on to 
co l g . ti11 algebI'a g·eometry and more advanced 
coL11· s i.1 l1isto1· and literature we1--e introduced. Mr. 
D 11n \ a a g1·eat believe1· in highe1-- education and he 
co11 an l u1~g d and ncou1 .. aged his mor·e talented pupils 
o go on fo1· mo1.. ducation and he saw to it that they 

tA' 1 .. e v.,, •• 11 }Jl~ pa1' d and he trained them to be independ-
11 in tl1oug·ht and in ac ion. He believed in tho1--oughness 

i 1 11 fu11dam ntals of education and the1 .. e was a con-
ta11 cl1·iv to ·hat end. M1 ... Denny was st1 .. ong·e~t in teach­

i11g tl1 hun1a11iti s-the1 .. e was no science and the mathe-
111 tics \ a del gated to othe1 .. s as trained teachers were 
av il bl . I had a11 ad vane d cou1 .. se in alg·ebra under the 
la Jol1n Poi~ 1·fi Id and I was late1· to teach such a 

ou1·, 111 Jf in tl1 ear of 1905-06 that I taught under 
l1i111. Ho\ , 1.. h n such teache1 .. s we1 .. e not available he 
manfull und l"took the cou1~s in mathematics. Those 
o 1 011 1n1)01,a1ies in the school who went on to college 
c 11 b · 1~ i111on to th act that we were well prepared 

cl ll 1-- i11 d fo1· ou .. unde1--taking. And so the G1--aded 
11001 cl , lO}J d. and in 1905 its nam was changed to 

11 11 1·1 T O\\ n G1·aded and High School with Mr. 
D 111 a P1·inciJ)al o bo h. 

I 1 t 1· d l1 Gr·aded chool in ept mbe1· of 1894 
~ 11d \ on of 1g·i1 lJo s of about tl1e same age who 

, n1 • h a111 im f1·om different p1·iva e schools with 
.. i11°· 11d • 1·1· g·ula1" amount of schooling. In order 

J1·01 1·1 .. • o _,_ in1ila u into th chool w were kept 
o 11 r· g·1 .. ou J) and a ugh b iss Lallie Craig·hill 

a cl cl bt11·ct 11 o 11 1· 1· gula1· g1·ade \\1ith the outcome 
I , \ 1· all ad 11 c d o 11 fif h g1~acte he following 
, 1·. I 11 11 io d l1i o sl10 , l1a in he b ginning· of his 
l1)1i 11 l" io11 1·. D 11n , a ac d i h man i1·1---egula-

1·i i ~l1i J 11 ol d )a in I • nd ~ m1)a he icall and 



36 Magazine of the 

always with an eye as to what was for the best interest 
of the pupil. 

Mr. Denny's contributions to the Graded and High 
School were first in the strengthening and the develop­
ment of the curriculum and secondly in the selection of 
a faulty-second-to-none until the school attained a high 
standard both as to educational excellence and moral lead­
ership. The private schools gradually ceased to exist they 
were no longer needed. Of course, this was not accornplish­
ed without envy on the part of other cornrnunities, for Mr. 
Denny's reputation as a Principal who could develop and 
bring to excellence our Graded School had becorne known. 
So at the turn of the century he began to receive offers 
elsewhere, with larger schools and greater remuneration 
-Martinsburg was one of them. With obligations to hirn­
~elf and to his family, he had some difficult decisions t0 
make, but fortunately fo1· Charles Town he decided to re­
main and in time to become one of its most distinguished 
citizens. 

Mr. Denny was an excellent disciplinarian, as the 
more troublesome boys carne to realize, and he undertook 
what corporal punishment was necessary, to the great 
relief of the other teachers who were quite willing to be 
relieved of an unpleasant task. Mr. Denny did not wish 
to rule by fea1--. By constant example and precept, he 
sought to bring out the best in the pupils. He believed in 
good manners, good rriorals , and punctuality to the task 
at hand. He was constantly on the alert and he was pres­
ent at recess time, overseeing the boys at play where any 
excessive exuberance rnig·ht be curbed. Each teacher was 
the authority in her own grade and was responsible for the 
maintenance of proper conduct and deportment, but he 
or she knew that the Principal was there to lend a helping 
hand. Mr. Denny delegated responsibility to the teachers 
under him and expected in return loyalty and co-opera­
tion. 

Mr. Denny was a g·reat teacher-I might say, a born 
teache1~, for he had g·reat native ability, which, when com­
bined with excellent elucidation, intellectual honesty, 
g·racious sympathy, and enduring· patience, made him the 
wonderful teacher he was. His daily lessons were careft1lly 
prepared and clearly presented, and he had that happy 
faculty of org·anizing· his material to make a lasting· im­
pression on his pupils. Circumstances had prevented his 
returning to college fo1~ his senior year to obtain his 
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acl1 101· cleg1· but h had fu1·tl1e1~ect his education by 

1· ,_tdi11g a11d stud du1·ing his vacation as well as du1 .. ing 
11 sc1 ool a1,. as his l"ath 1· st1· nous schedule pe1·mitted. 

H n1 tl1odicall plann d his 1·eading·-sometirnes a book 
011 ducation at otl1e1· times a g1·eat classic of lite1·atu1·e 
01· l1is 01·~ and occasionally one of the bette1 .. novels or 
lJooks h n mo1·e 01· less cu1·1~ently po1)ula1 ... Eve1 .. y summer 
a I isi d wi h him he alwa s wished to discuss with me 
as to ha was new in pedagogy and hig·he1· c1·i ticism for 

11 Uni, 1·sit~ of P nnsylvania was a leade1· in the feild of 
duca ion and also made extensive a1·chaeological excava­

tions i11 l1e Hol land. I an1 f1 .. aid that I was a disappoin t­
in nt to hi1n 1n that 1 .. spect fo1· my interests in education 
\ · 1~ i11 a diffe1· nt fi Id of accomplishment. His method 
of t achi11g as di1·ect and fo1 .. ceful; not only did he de-
1nand 110n st in pl' pa1·ation and punctuality in perform­
a11c but by constant p1·ecept and encou1·agement h e 
b1 ougl1t out he best in his pu1Jils. I 1"'emembe1· r1ow ou1· 
c1a·1 1·ecitations in histo1·y. It was not a question-and 
an \\' 1· l)e1·iod but 1·a th l' an 01·ganiza iion of thP ma. terial 
und I" discussion. F1· quently you we1·e asked ' What comes 
n "', ? and ou ~T 1,.e then to ca1·1·y on f1·om wl1.e1·e the 
o 11 1· ptl})il had 1·ecited. This was good expe1·ience fo1· me 
a11d I a11 sa I lea1 .. 11 d much f1·om him that was late1 .. to 
b a 11 lI) to 1n in my ubs que11t stud ing and teaching. 

r·. D nn as a 1·ead l' and student all his life. He faith-
fL1ll .. • k l) ab1'east of the times and was deepl i11terested 
i11 political t1' nd and all that per·tained to the public 
lif ot-- h om1nt1ni stat , and nation. He was at all 
i111 lib 1·al in l1is }Joli tic al iev.'s and a life-long· Democrat. 

1·. D 1111 s inflt1 nc on PClucation oon came to be .. 
f l 110 0111 1 in Cha1·le T0\\1n but i11 the l"est of Jct,fe1·son .. 

ou11 t ~ i 11 l1 1,esult tl1a t the })Ublic school education 
l11·ou ~11ou 11 coun " b came b tte1· 01·ganized and teach-

i11g· b 111 mo1· ct :gnificd p1,ofe s· on. T · acl1 1·s up to 
tl1 i11 1· 11ot too \\' ll t1·ai11ed and tl1 i1· success 01, 

ilt11· I l) nd d l·a1 g l. U})OI1 na i, abili ' a11d an abilit 
ha1 cil l1ilcl1· n. o }J1·0, icl s01n }J dag·og·ical t1·aining 

i11 111 l1ocl of acl1ing h 1· \\ as 11 ld in eacl1 count a 
T 11 1· Ins i u t \\ l1icl1 tl1 eacl1 1· \\1e 1· 1· qui1· d to 

ncl fo1· 011 \\ k dt 1·i11°· 11 umm 1·. I 1· me111be1· a -
di11 , ·1· 1n 11 of 11 111. Tl1e a . Boar·d of Educa-

i 1 l) ·o icl cl 11 i1 ,•uc 01· , \\ 110 , r· 11 1) 1· 0 11 co11-

1 d , i 11 ~, cl ti i o 11 of 11 ·--q u i t 1~ 1· q u 11 1 .. 
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the professors of Education from the University at Morg­
antown or the several State Normal Schools, but also the 
:more prominent of the principals of the schools of the 
State. Many topics were presented for discussion, and Mr. 
Denny always took part in the debates which followed. He 
was always a leader, and his advice was sought and re­
spected on all occasions. The result was that he becairle 
known for his great interest in developing the best educa­
tion possible, so that he was asked to serve education in 
West Virginia by conducting institutes, which he did for 
a period of ten years or more-the first one in Shepherds­
town in 1904, others in Parsons, Berkeley Spring, Moore­
field, Hinton-sometimes two or three in a summer. He 
also served on the Board of Examiners for the certification 
of teachers at Charleston in 1917 and 1919. Mr. Denny 
was invited to teach in the Sumn1er Session of Davis and 
Elkins College in 1913, and he also taught in the Summer 
Session of Shepherd College in 1921, '22, and '24. While 
Mr. Denny was extren1ely versatile and well informed in 
a wide range of subjects as taught in the high schools, his 
chief interest was in Social Science, a field in which he 
read widely in order to give courses in teacher training in 
that subject. Mr. Denny's sense of patriotism was so 
strong that during World War I he did government work 
of a clercial nature at Carrip Humphreys. 

As I said earlier, the Graded School became the Grad­
ed and High School in 1905-06, with Mr. Denny the Princi­
pal of both schools, and this was to continue until May 
of 1926 when the High School was separated from the 
Graded School, and frorri that, time until his retirement 
in May of 1939 Mr. Denny served out his forty-six years 
of teaching· in Charles Town as Principal of the Graded 
School. I am sure that it was to his great 1 .. egret that he 
could not continue with his Hig·h School work, for he had 
glorified in that work in which he had done so much for 
the youth of Charles Town, who were going on in greater 
and greater numbers for hig·her education. Such, however, 
was the trend of the times and the law when great and 
successful teaching and administration could not com-
pensate for the lack of a college degree. The new Graded 
School building was used for the first time in 1913 and for 
many years was the scene of M1". Denny's activities, so 
that when he came to retire in 1939 the Board of Educa­
tion, after accepting· his resig·nation with regret, adopted 



J ff 1·s01 Cou11 Histo1'ical Society 39 

1· olu io11 l1onq1·i11g M1~. Denr1y and his fo1"ty-six yea1,.s 
o 1· ic b 11a111ing· his bt1ilding the 'W1--ight Denny 

1·acl cl 11001 ' and on hi building has been placed a 
l)laqu \\ 110 insc1 .. iption 1 .. ads: 

YR I 11T DE 

1866-1948 
'who fo1 45 a1· devoted his life to the 
1no1·al and duca ional development of 
tl1e outl1 of 1his community and whose 

l1l·isti n abilit has g1·atefully influenc­
~ct th lif - of man . To him this plaque 
is g1 .. at t·u11.. dedicated ''and G 1 ad 1 y 

old he L 1·ne and gladly teche'' 

ot 0111 1 ct :cl M1·. Den11y have the admiration and re-
l) ct of hi pup ·ls bu l1e 11. d thei1· love and devotion as 

\\ 11. H wa tl1 1· cipient at many Christillas times of 
gi t, of small u11d pe1· onal things from indiv~duals and 
1·1·0111 hi g·1·ad and on t\vo occasions something of greater 
alu -i11 Jun 1909 a silve1· se1·vice presented 'as a 
ok n of love of h ; Old Pupils ' and some years later a 

g·old t h with a simila1 .. t stimonial. At the time of his 
l' i1 .. • 1 11 l 1· v_·e1 .. e man expr ssions of 1 .. egret and also 
tn' n omn1endations fo1 .. his g1·eat life and labo1 .. in the 
con1n1t111i and I l1ould l ike to quote f1 .. om a statement 
111 cl e a 11 tin1 b.. Tom P ton who so aptly and well 
11 o·c d tl1 OI)inion of so man of his old students : 
' o I'. 1111.. I O\\ mu 11 of 1n succ ss in life. I 1·ega1·d 
l1i111 a tl1 g 1 .. , t singl b n facto1 .. in Charles Town. 
Hi, i111 ... lt1 11 • fo1· good l1a af f ted one gene1 .. ation after 

110 11 1 . . . . o 111 n of in acquaintance has done mor 
o n1ot1l l 11 cl1a1·act l" of o 1nan men and women. 

' 1 o • qL10 io11 l'Oln 11 dito1 .. ial 1n th pirit of Jeff r on 
f D • 111b l" 2- 1 30 \ l'iti n bJ' one of M1 . Denny's ' Old 
o . , b1 .. i11°· o h l' a 01·tl1 of a man: o living 

11 . i1 11 1·1 0\\1n l1a don n101· fo1· tl1is communit . 

I d 11 . 

o 1n • k 
• 
l . 

f l1i ct =g11i . 1 i 11s of l1ono1· his ability 
ltl u1· l lJ k ·1~ound 11 ha n1ad and continued 

11 i1111J1· , ion o cl J) l1a g n 1·a ions will not 

•
1 l 11 11 l i O 11·. D 1 n , i11 tl1is con1m u11i 

" 
)11 I) l i 11 0 ll 1· f 1· 11 ol1i d ,o ion to h 

.. i l l 1 t11 • 11 11 11 i a c i }J t' 1 c i }J a ion i n its 
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affairs. It was the faith of his fo1--efathers and he put 
forth every effort to advance its growth and influences. 
He was elected an elder in 1900 and also served as clerk 
of the session, and he frequently was selected as a delegate 
to many of the Presbyteries meeting with nearby churches. 
He not only taug·ht in its Sunday School but was its super­
intendent for some time. He was always faithful in the 
service of his church and was always willing to give of his 
time and energ·y in supporting the several ministers who 
through the years succeeded one another as pastors of 
the church. In the school there was a brief assembly each 
morning when Mr. Denny read from a book on the story 
of the Bible and follo,ved it by repeating the Lord's Prayer, 
after which each grade proceeded to the work of the day. 

Ast de f rorn his very exacting and strenous life as 
Principal of the school and his labor and devotion to his 
church, Mr. Denny had little time to devote to any other 
interests. He was true to his Southern tradition and gave 
his support to the local chapter of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, and was also active in this organization, the 
Jefferson County Historical Society, having been one of 
its founders and having served it as a vice-president for 
soine yea1,,s. I feel that it is very fitting for you to have 
devoted this meeting to him, and I feel honored by you for 
asking me to take part in this occasion. 

On August 21, 1895, Wrig·ht Denny married Miss 
Eleano1 .. c1~amer, the daughter of An1brose and Margaret 
Davenport Cran1er of Jefferson County. Miss Ellie had been 
one of the teache1--s in the Graded School who had been so 
helpful in its development. Their long and happy married 
life lasted n101--e than fifty-three years and they were the 
parents of two children who grew up in Charles Town 
and afte1,. colleg·e training elsewhere followed the profes­
sion of teaching as their parents had-Georg·e H. Denny, 
Jr., to become Principal of the schools of Westfield, New 
Jersey, where he has acquired notable success in his pro­
fession, and Ma1--g·aret Shannon Denny, who, after several 
years of teaching, some of it at Harper's Ferry, became the 
wife of F1--ank J. Beckwith of Charles Town, and now re­
sides among· us where she so graciously and n1odestly 
ca1·r·ies on the influence and tradition of her parents. 
Geo1--ge Denny has maintained the family home in Charles 
Town, where he spends his summers and may in tin1e re­
turn to live among us. 
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D a h came o Mr. Denny (82) on September 8, 
1 48 V- hen he pass d a way a the Cha1~1es Town General 
Hospi al af 1 an illn ss of se\1e1 .. al weeks due to the in­
fi1~mi i s of his age. His passing was a great loss to his 
famil.. his many f1~i nds his church and the community 

hol . He had come to us many years ago from his 
na i irginia and had remained to make his home in 
out .. mids . u1·ely no one had touched the lives of so many 
of ou1~ citiz ns. He was a most familiar~ figure on the streets 
of Cha1~1 s To n which he had come to love so well and to 
s 1.. so faithfull . Mr. Denny had a remarkable memory 
and he poss ssed tha happy faculty of being able to call 
b name all of his old pupils. And he followed the ups-and-

o ns of heir lives wi h a keen inte1 .. est. He lived out his 
lif among us so modestly so sincerely and the high 
id als hich so cha1-acte1~ized him had been inculcated in 
·h liv s of the hund1"'eds of boys and girls who had come 
und 1 .. his guidance and his influence. In his life and 
ha1--acter M1.. . Denny typified the t1-ue Ch1~istian Gentle­

man-ne d I say more. He lived his life honorably faith­
ful! , mot'all. like an open book the leaves of which are 
h Ii e of those who knew him so well, who loved him 
o de pl , ho admit"ed him so g1,.eatly and who were in­

d b d o him fo1 .. so much inspiration and encouragement. 
H as l'Ul~ a grea man and his memory will long be 
cl1 rish d b hose of us who were fortunate to have Mr. 
D nn for a counselor and a friend. 
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THE EDITOR EMENDS 

The editor of this Magazine, in looking over the issues 
edited by him during the past twenty years, finds much 
to answer for. The g1--eater blame attaches to any rnisstate­
rnents contained in the numerous unsigned or unattrib­
uted articles prepared by him, through lapses in proof­
reading and undetected omissions from intended copy are 
hardly excusable. 

The editor does not now assume to rnake the issues of 
the past twenty years either fact proof or letter perfect. 
However, there are some notations or corrections which 
our readers, if they have not already done so, may wish 
to make in their file of the Magazine 

Notes and Corrections 
Volume II, Page 23, 6th line f1·om bottom, change ''Civil War'' to 

''Revolutionary War." 
Page 27, in second pa1·agraph, 6th line, change 1850 to 1750. 
Page 29, in fourth pa1·agraph, 6th line, change 1850 to 1750. 

Volume III, Page 7, inse1·t pa1·ag·1·aph just above second pa1·ag1·aph from 
bottom: On June 24, 1785, he was writing f1·om Bath, or Be1·keley 
Sp1~ings, but on July 18, 1785, he was w1·iting from Shepl1e1·dstown. 

Volume IV, Page 40, add in alphabetic 01·der: 
Edwards, Joseph, Pvt. in Capt. Thomas Blackwell's Co ., 10th Va. Regt. 
b . Jeffe1·son Co ., 1736, d. the1·e Oct. 1828. See W . Va. Hist. Magazine 
Oct. 1941. 
Ellicott, Benjamin. 7th Pa. Regt. unde1· Col . Hartley. Applied fo1· pen­
sion Jan. 19, 1835 from J effe1·son Co., at age of 78. See W. Va. Hist. 
Magazine Oct. 1941. 
Page 42, add in alphabetic position: 
Lemen, Nicholas. Bu1·ied on Kea1·fott place, Kea1·neysville. 
Link, John Adam, Jr. (1756-1835 ), Ensign . Bu1·ied in Luthe1·an 
Cemeter·y Shephe1·dstown. 
Page 44, add in alphabetic position : 
Osbourn, William (1745-1816), Pat1·iot. 

Volume V, Page 28, change last date in title f1·om 1782 to 1872. Page 33 , 
in 8th line f1·om bottom, change date f1·om 1874 to 1847. 
Page 34, add befo1·e second pa1·ag1·aph : 1849. Hen1·y Har·dy-Clas­
sical, Mathematical and Comme1·cial Academy. (See Shephe1·dstown 
Registe1· , Dec. 18, 1849). 
Page 36, add befo1·e second pa1·ag·raph : 1857. Fe1nale School. Mrs. 
Rosalie E. Lock. (See Shephe1·dstown Registe1·, Aug. 22, 1857). Also 
add: 1858. Female School. Miss Ellen B1·iscoe. (See Shephe1·dstown 
Registe1· , Ma1·ch 20, 1858) . 
Page 37, unde1· date 1868, change ''Shephe1·dstown Dist1·ict School'' 
to '' Shephe1·d Dist1·ict School ." 

Volume XIII, Page 3, 2nd line, change 1947 to 1927. Page 30, 7th line 
f1·om bottom, change ''b1·othe1·'' to ''cousin . ' 
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. olu.111 I\, Pag 3, 2nd lin , change 1847 to 1927 Page 4. in last line 
,o fi1·s pa1·ag1·apl1, aft 1· ''products·· and b fo1·e "mills,'' inse1·t 
''of i f i l d s' . Pa g 2 8. in 7th 1 in e, cl1 an g e ·'Joseph,' to ''Josiah." 

Tol u111 ~rv, Pag 3, 211d li11 , chang 1947 the 1927 Page 51, add 1n 
alpl1ab 1 position : l\1c u1·ran, Josepl1, Vol. V, p . 16, Washington's 
s,,01·d, 1ol. I . p . 41 : W ddi11g of Dolly Todd and James Madison, 
\ ol. I p . 27. Pag 50 add i11 alphabetic position: Jefferson County 
i 11 \\; a 1· of I 8 l 2 ; Vo I . I , p . 4 . 

olu111 \ II , Pag 15 i11 8th lin f1·om bottom, ''las su1·vivo1·'' 1·ecalls 
to 11 di to1· tl1a t 011e b1·0 he1·, John R . Billmyer, who had been 
livi11g fo1· 111an )'ea1·s 1n D nve1·, Color·ado, died the1·e on Feb. 3, 1952, 
l1us su1· ri,1 i 11g ''tl1 late Ed\\'a1·d Bill1nye1·." The siste1·, Ellen (Mrs. 

RolJ rt 1·ov is s ill living in Sl1ephe1·dstown. Page 19, in 9th line 
f1·0111 bot 0111, inse1·t af 1· ··con1pany." one li11e of omitted copy, as 
follo\ s: Jol111 T . B1lltn:'>e1· . n1y g1·andfather· , b ing Fi1·st Lieutenant 
of 11 Cor11pan)1 .". 

olt1111 VIII, Page 30, last line in John Bake1· pa1·agr·aph. change 
·•oi d i11 1833' ' o ''Died in 1823. ' Page 32, add to Henry St. Geor·ge 
Tuck r pa1·ag1·aph: D1 d in 1848. Page 32, add new paragraph, as 
follO\VS : Ricl1a1·d Pa1·k 1· . en1be1· of Congress, 1849-1851. Se1·ved as 
paJ1111as e1· a H a1,pe1·s Fe1·1·y A1·senal t resigning· May 12, 1847, to 
prac ic la\\" in Cha1·les T0\\1n. Late1· p1·act1ced law in Berryville. 

r Judg 13th Va . Ci1·cui . Died in 1893. 

oltlm O IX , Pag 15 
o ''locall). Pag 

• • S ll CC i 11 C t . ' 

1st lin of second pa1·ag1·aph, change ''commonly'' 
18, 13 h l1n f1·on1 bottom. change ''succient,, to 

olu1n , , Pag 3 2nd lir1e, cl1a11g 194 7 to 1927. Page 12, 5th line 
fror11 bo tor11, cl1a11g ''Dec . 1916'' o ''Ma1·ch 4, 1916 ., Page 17, add 

4 dito1·s ot, as follO\\'S: Char·l s Baltzell Reuss was born Feb1·uary 
11 , 1836, a oodboro F1· ct rick County , Ma1·yland and died Ma1~ch 
3, 190~, a l1is ho111e. 632 Fifth Ave11ue, w Yo1·k City. He was the 
so11 of P 1· Rou s. f 0 1·n1 1·l)1 of York, Pa., a11d Belinda Baltzell, 
clat1gl1 r of Cl1a1·l s Baltz 11, a captain 1n a Ge1·man 1·egiment in 

11 Re,,ol u io11a1· ' ar. So, Cha1·les B . (' 'Broadway' ) Reuss was 
s 11t 11 ) 1e rs old \\111 11 l1e can1e to Sl1a11non Hill . Page 40, in 1st 
li11 of irs pa1·a 1·apl1, cl1ang 'Eight'' to ''Eight)," and in 5th line 
01 arn pa1·agrapl1 , cha11g ''lands'' to ''land. ' 

- A. D Kena1nond 



44 Magazine of the 

COUNTY BOOK SHELF 
(Books by Jeffer·son Countians, or books about the County and 

its people. M1 .. s. C. F. Lyne, of the Shepherdstown Public Library, has 
made a list of books published since the appearance of the Society's 
1954 Magazine.) 

Old Jube, Ca1·r Publishing Co. 1955. By Millard K. Bushong, who in 
his Cha1~1es Town days published A History of Jefferson County. 

Sunday's Children, Houghton Mifflin 1955. By James Knox, who spent 
several childhood years in Shephe1·dstown as a son of the Southern 
Methodist ministe1~. 

The Caves Beyond, Funk Wagnalls 1955. By Lawrence-B1·ucker. With a 
chapter· by Dr. Halvard Wanger, Shepherdstown physician having 

cave exploration as an avocational interest. 
The Long March, Appleton-Century-Crofts 1955. By Jane Barry. (Daniel 

Morgan fiction .) 

This Heritage, Ca1·r Publishing Co., Boyce, Va., 1954 An account of the 
Lutherans in this part of the Valley of Virginia, by William Ed­
ward Eisenberg. 

American Heritage, Feb1·ua1·y 1955. Ame1·ican Heritage Publishing Co. 
Includes ''The Hanging of John Brown," by Boyd B. Stutler. (Based 
on a manuscript 1·escued by Thronton T. Perry, Jr., from old papers, 
the handw1~iting being identified by Mr. Stutler as that of David 
H . Strother.) 


