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Tl-IE E RLY V 

Young Ge1 .. 1· t Van Swe1~ingen was appointed Super 
a1·go of the shi}) P1·ince Mau1·ice of the Dutch West I11dia 
ompa11 l1icl1 sailed out of Amsterdam on Dece 1be1· 

21 1 )56 fo1· ew Amstel, Delaware now New Castle. T he 
sl1ip st1"anded off Fi11e Island, ew A111ste1 .. dam and Peter 

tu , esan accommodated the voyagers by sending a 
sloop \\hich ca1 .. 1·ied them to New Amsterdam, where they 
1· main d f 01· some weeks. Another ship was obtained and 

11 finall 1·eached New Arnstel. 
In w Arnst I Ge1·1"et resigned his position with the 

Dutcl1 st India Company and remained in New Amstel 
v.1h 1· he became cle1·k she1"iff, and finally, secreta1 .. y. 
111 l1e capaci y of sec1 .. eta1 .. y he met with Lord Baltiinore 
and o he1·s in settlement of the various boundary disputes 
bet een Delav:. a1·e and Ma1 .. yland, and also when the Dutch 
accused the Marylanders of enticing settlers to their col-
0n . Ge1·1·et ma1 .. 1"ied in New Arnstel, Ba1 .. bara de Ba1 .. 1~ette, 
of Fl' ncl1 x 1·action and they had two children Zacha1·ias 

nd Elizabe h. When ew A:mstel fell to the English under 
he co1nmand of Si1 Robe1"t Ca1 .. r, Ge1"ret, acco1rding to 
1·ad ition l)ublicl b1--oke his swo1 .. d across his knee, 

1· nouncecl allegiance to the Dutch packed up his wife 
11d chilct1·en, og·ethe1· with a few neg1 .. oes and household 
1 icl s and went down to St. Ma1--y's City, Ma1~y1and 

\ h 1· l1e) becain · naturalized. 
G 1·1·et 0\\1ned in St. Ma1--y s City some 60 ac1 .. es of 

l nd on t. Inigoe s Creek which was called ''Van Swea1 .. -
• ng n Poi11 . He b came one of the f il'St Alde1·men and 

\ 11 cl a ho se and lo on Alde1 .. manbe1·y St1--eet whe1"e most 
of 11 Id 1·111e11 lived. Ge1'1 .. et owned he Smith's Town 
Hot1 \\ l1icl1 \1as ac uall he Fir~st State House. It was 

11 1· l1a l1e Council me until an official State House 
, a buil ii 1676. G 1·1· v. as one of he fi1·st high sheriffs 
...... , .... 1cl \ a sign d o build l1e jail stocks and whipping 
1~0 . bo 11 i1n G 1·1·e and Ba1~ba1a had another 

01 Tl101n s ho \\ a o becon1e he fa the1.. of he f ou1· 
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known branches of the Van Swearingen farnily, and 
shortly afterward Barbara died. To add to his :misfortune, 
the Smith's Town House ·burned with a loss to Gerret of 
about 300 pounds sterling. He petitioned the Council for 
another lease of the land which was owned by the Gov­
ernrrient. The Couucil renewed the lease with the stipu­
lation that Gerret plant 40 apple or pear trees on the 
land. Gerret evidently favored the pear tree, and rebuilt 
the Town House of brick, nieasuring 67 ¼ feet by over 40 
feet, which was an exceptionally large building for that 
time in either Jamestown or St. Mary's City. 

Gerret married again, Mary Sinith, of St. Mary's City, 
and they had Joseph, Charles, Eleanor, Theresa, Ann and 
Dorothy, which we shall cover briefly, as we are more 
interested, here, vrith the first and second branches of 
the family. Joseph married Mary (Neale) Egerton, who 
was a grand-daughter of Williain Calvert, Lord Baltiinore. 
Theresa married John Parke. Eleanor married James King 
Carroll and their grandson becq,rne Governor Thornas King 
Carroll. Ann married the Honorable William Bladen, son 
of Isabella Fairfax and Nathanial Bladen. Their son, Sir 
Thomas Bladen, married a sister of the Lady Balti:more 
and became Governor Bladen, the first native governor 
of Maryland. Gove\ nor Ogle also was descended fro:m 
this line, thus, making three early governors of Maryland 
descended from Gerret Van Swearingen. 

After Sir Francis Nicholson moved the Capitol of 
Jarnestown to Williamsburg, he went over to Maryland 
and changed the Capitol of St. Mary's City to Annapolis. 
Gerret signed the petition against the rernoval of the 
Capitol and when hP. died in 1698 he was, surely, saddened 
by the ·beginning of oblivion for the city of which he was 
so niuch a part. St. Mary's City today is very much as 
it was when the Ark and the Dove rounded the bend of 
the Bay. The first settlers lie beneath a plowed field now, 
without so much as a stone to mark the spot. Gerret died 
a Catholic and requested in his will that Mass be said 
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fo1· l1im on aint s Days and Ladye Days. His will 1·eveals 
l1im o be h fathe1· rf the p1 .. edominate hereditary traits 

l1icl1 l1a v co111e all the way down the line-to quote a 
f w 1 .. c s ''do he1 .. eby absolutely Deba1·r all persons 
110 b ing of mJ' blood to meddle 01.. concern themselves 

itl1 a11 of m child1,en 01 .. thei1 .. estate '' and ''the children 
s11 11 huse gua1 .. dians as afo1 .. esd in order to shake off ye 
v.,01·kes of a fathe1· in law, ' and as a daughter was to 
ma1·1·.. a Ca1·1·oll he apparently knew what he was doing. 
G 1·1· t 1 f a mnst 1·ema1 .. kable collection of possessions. 

W shall now go back to Thomas the 1st son of 
Ba1·ba1·a and Ge1·1·et who was the father of the four known 
b1·anches of the family. Thomas the Fi1 .. st married Jane 
Do ne and li ed finally in Prince Georges County, 

a1 land. They had four sons, Thon1as, Van who was 
kno'A n as Ma1' land Van Sam.uel and John. 

J ol1n son of Thomas and Jane became the fa the1" 
of th fou1'th b1 .. anch. He 1nar1·ied Mary Ray and lived 
i11 P1'i11ce GeorgP's County, about the location of the 
p1~ n Rock C1 .. eek Pa1 .. k. John and Mary had four sons, 
Tl1oma , Van Samuel and John. John son of John and 

a1· fought in the F1 .. ench and Indian Wai... Van was a 
scou fo1 .. Washington and his son Samuel was an ensign 
in h e olutiona1.. Wai'. Thomas lived in P1 .. ince Georges 

ot1n ,. 11 ma1,1·ied twice had about 25 child1~en and 21 
n gr o s. a1nuel finally settled in Pennsylvania and 
ta1· d a horn tl1~1·e at the age of 56 ears. He had 300 

1· s of la11cl which has r~emained in the family fo1,. about 
1 5 a1·s. amu 1 became distu1 .. bed because there was 
no l1 1·ch of l1i~ fai h the Episcopal nearby, and one 
i . , ~ri 11 l1i s 1· a11 Luk and seven pack horses jou1·-

• 

n d o r·nct 11 ~piscopal rniniste1~. In cen 1~a1 Pennsyl-
1i h fot1 d J ol1n Ta 101' , ho 1·e u1·ned with l1im. He 

, t11· 1i l ed fa1'n1 nea1· amuel s home, and a church 
11d chool :\ 1· buil . Th chu1~ch , as unsuccessful and 

Jol1n lor l l' fou11d d T1·ini Cl1urch in Pittsburgl1. 
1 1 • daugl1 l' a1~.. 111a ·1·ied Jacob Col in and lived 
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in the Ohio country. An Indian chief took a great fancy 
to Mary because of her long black hair and, consequently, 
she decided to return to her father's home, where she and 
Jacob started a home of their own. One day, when Mary 
and Jacob were returning to her father's house, Mary 
was shot froni her horse and scalped while still alive. 
Jacob Colvin was said to have spent rr1ost of the remainder 
of his days hunting Indians. San1uel's son, Willian1, served 
as a colo'>l.el in the War of 1812. 

Samuel, son of Thomas the First and Jane Doyne, 
was the father of the third branch of the fan1ily. Samuel 
emigrated to North Carolina about 1735. 

Van, son of Thomas the First and Jane Doyne, 
founded the third branch of the f aniily and was known as 
Maryland Van. Maryland Van lived to be about 90 years 
old and not 109 as has been generally belived. He settled 
and built a home at the present location of St. Jan1e's 
School, afterward found to be covered by a prior grant. 
He then secured a lease for about 90 years. Maryland Van 
and his brother were indicted by the Frederick County 
Court in 1749 for ''refusing to assist the sheriff to carry 
the body of George Parker taken with a warrant for debt.'' 
Maryland Van married Elizabeth Walker and had six sons 
and six daughters. He served in the French and Indian 
Wars. The children of Van and Elizabeth were: Sarah, 
who married her first cousin, Col. ''King'' Van of 
Shepherdstown. Drucilla n1arried Thomas Cresap, Jr.; 
Ruth, who rnarried Col. Daniel Cresap, Sr., and their son 
Daniel Cresap, Jr .. was a Lt. Colonel in the Revolutionary 
War; Thomas, who emigrated to Pennsylvania followed by 
one of his negroes who was fond of him. Thomas was the 
ancestor of Orris and Mantis Van Swearingen who built 
the Railroad Empire. Van, son of Maryland Van and 
Elizabeth, was called ''Middletown Van'' and Inarried 
Margaret Stull. Their son, Joseph, became General Joseph 
Swearingen in the War of 1812. General Joseph's son, 
Capt. Joseph Swearingen, was killed at the Battle of Okee-
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cl1ob i11 tl1 Seminole Wai· and a fort was nallled Fort 
\ a1'i11g· n in hj~ memo1·y. John son of Maryland Van, 

1na1'1·i ~ d Ka i Stull and emigrated to Fayette Co. Pa. He 
buil , a fo1' th 1· and owned 1 000 acres of land. His son, 

an. serv d in he Revolution. Johns son, Marmaduke 
\\,as l1un ing· with his b1·othe1-- one day when they we1--e 
ca1 u1· d b I11dians. Marmaduke agreed to go with the 
In,dians if his b1·othe1· were pe1·mitted to 1 .. eturn home. 

a1·maduke lived with the Indians, became the famous 
I11dia11 Chi f Chief Blue Jacket---he was wearing a b u 
jack t \\ 11 11 cap ured • he ma1·1·ied an Indian maiden nd 
l1ad a so11 Jim Blue Jacket. Chief Blue Jacket foug with 
tl1 India11s a S . Clai1· s Defeat in which battle Capt. 

an Swea1·ing n of the Ame1 .. ican forces was killed. Joseph, 
on of Mai· land Van emig1·ated to South Carolina and 

l1is t\\ o sons \\ e1~e killed at the sieg~e of '96. Col. Cha1 .. les 
\ a1 .. ing n, s011 of Maryland Van ma1 .. 1 .. ied Susannah 
ull. Th i1 .. son Samuel was a rnajo1· in the Revolution; 

l1is 011 Daniel ma19 ried Elizabetl1 Cresap. Col. Charles, 
daught l' D1--ucilla mar1·ied Dr. Booth who ran a ·boy's 
. cl1ool at, \vha is now known as 'Delarnere, and it is 

11 1· ha • Col. Cha1·les was buried. Col. Charles son Eli 
l1ad a claug·hte1· Catha1"ine who 1na1"'1 .. ied Gov. Noble 5th 
go\ I'no1· of Indiana. Eli's son Geo1"ge, was the Geo1--ge 

\\ a1·ing· n who as sher·iff of Washington Co. Maryland 
a11d ~ 110 \ as hanged. I11 Geo1"'g Swea1'ingen s defense 
i n1a b aid hat 11 as convicted enti1·ely on ci1"cum-

an ial ,1id nc • also among· family papers the1·e was 
fou11cl. 01n eaI'S ago a published confession taken by 

01·g· \\ a1'i11gen s ministe1"' the night befo1·e he died 
i11 \\ hich h aid ha · he had st1·uck his wife in ange1· a d 
l1a ,h blov- l1ad knock d l1e1· from h 1· ho1·se. In falling 
l1e l1ad 1· ck h 1· 11 ad on a 1·ock and kno,ving no 0 1ne 
\ ould b Ii • 11 1·u 11 because of l1is affai1· ith anothe1· 

01 1an, 1 l1ad u 11 1· 1101 s k11 s to p1"'e end tl1e ho1 .. se 
l ac 11 11 . I i l1a1~c1 o b li , tha an one would not 

11 11 • 1·u 11 l 1 igl1 bef 01·e l1e died. 
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Tho:mas, son of Thomas the first and Jane Doyne, 
founded the first branch of the family. He was known as 
Thomas the Second and married Lydia Riley of Prince 
George's County. Thomas and Lydia had several planta­
tions in Prince George's County and had daughters and 
two sons, Thornas, who was known as Thomas of the 
Ferry, and Van, known as Col. ' 'King'' Van. 

Thomas of the Ferry married Mary Morgan, daughter 
of Richard Morgan. Their honie stood about a hundred 
yards ·beyond the site of the present ''Bellevue'' mansion. 
Thornas defeated George Washington in a contest for a 
seat in the House of Burgesses. When Thomas ran for a 
second term he was defeated by George Washington, who 
had Col. Wood to campaign actively for hiin. In the 
second contest George Washington wrote to Thomas' 
brother, Col. King Van, asking for his support in the 
election. Thomas was a vestryman of Mecklenburg Chapel 
of ;Frederick Parish (Church of England), and was among 
those appointed to organize Berkeley County. Thomas 
and Mary Morgan had daughters Sallie, who married 
Thornas Turner, Drucilla, who :marred Williain Morgan, 
and Eleanor, who married Isaac Israel. They had five 
sons who were officers in the Revolutionary War. There 
was Majo1· Thomas whose son, Capt. Van, was killed at the 
battle of St. Clair's Defeat. Major Thomas and his brothe1--, 
Lt. Benoni, were rnernbers of an expedition to Kentucky 
in 1779. The Swearingens, being ''people of Substance'' 
took along two negroes. On this expedition Major Tho:mas 
named a 111ountain, Mt. Lydia, for his daughter. He was 
a surveyor and was Captain of a detachnient of Virginia 
troops prior to 1756. Both of his daughters rnarried Mor­
gans. Capt. Van son of Thomas and Ma1'9y Morgan becan1e 
known as ' 'Indian' ' Van." He married Eleanor Virgin and 
e111igrated to near what is now Wheeling, where he built a 
fort. He was first sheriff of Washington Co., Pa. , and an 
officer in the Revolution. He was captured at the battle 
of Lake Chan1plain. A British officer, upon seeing the 
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d 1·k all Capt. Van asked Who the devil are you?' 
,,,11 1-- t1pon Capt. Van replied ''A Virginia Rifleman a 
soldi 1· and a gentleman Si1·. Once when s0111e l1orses 
had b en stolen I11dian Van 01,ganized a pa1·ty to t1·y to 
1 .. gain tl1em. Tre Indians escaped with tl1e exception 
of a quaw on whom a me1l1be1, of the party aimed his 

u11. Indian Van inte1·vened and allowed the squaw he1 .. 
f1.. dom. Af e1,wa1 .. d the Indians co111plained that tl1e 

1· a l1ad been violated and Indian Van went alone into 
11 Indian coun r and su1 .. 1·ende1·ed himself in order to 
xplain the incident. The chiefs, after much discussion 

d cid d tl1a Indian Van must forfeit his life. A squaw 
i11t 1~ceded and when she p1 .. esented him with a basket of 
huckl b 1 .. 1·ies Indian Van saw it was the squaw whose 
lif h had saved. Indian Vans son Thomas, lived for 
a ime with the India11s upon thei1 .. p1·omise to 1·eturn the 
on s bod to l1is fathe1-- if he died so that Indian Van 

1nig·11 b su1·e that he had not died by a bullet. After the 
son 1· u1·11ed home he went on a hunting trip from which 
11 n \' 1· 1·e u1·ned. Indian Van inade many unsucessfui 

ffo1· o locate his sons remains. In a letter to his cousin, 
Jo ial1 11 1·ote ('A great deale of search has ben Inade for 
l1i bon s in vane the messenger that went into. the 
11 ion to inqui1·e afte1~ him has not yet returned, he 
al o , 1·0 I am on a ugly f1 .. ontear and lost my best 
gt n11 \ l1en Dane Cox as killed ' he wrote asking for 
ano 11 1· gun good wi h small boa1·, I expect to be shut 
up 01· b ftf l' he Indians all next season and want to be 
, 11 1·med. This letter fr·om. Indian Van was quoted in 
- 11 odo1· Roos elt' book 'Winning of the West. ' Indian 

11 s da ugh e1· D1·ucilla rna1·1·ied the famous Indian 
ot an1 B1·ad . h n he died Indian Van left lands, 

n -1·0 a n1ill s ill house and smith shop. 

11 

I t . B 11 111. on of Tho1nas of the Fe1·1· 
1· • n 111a1 .. "i d h1~ ime he econd to 

a11d Mary 
a1·ah Bed-

on • a i f e f ou1· inches tall. He se1·ved in 
1· land Legisl u1~e. He inhe1·ited the Fe1·ry and 
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the Maryland plantation on the Maryland side of the 
river fron1 his father. Benoni's daughter, Sarah, rnarried 
Col. Blackford and his son, Henry, raised a Company of 
men in the War of 1812. Most of the company were cap­
tured and Henry died shortly afterwards from the effects 
of his military service. When Benoni died he left lands in 
Maryland, Virginia and Kentucky. His land on the Mary­
land side extended up the river to what was known as the 
Ravens Nest. 

Col. Andrew, son of Thomas and Mary Morgan, moved 
to what is now Washington Co. Pa. with his brother, 
Indian Van. He became the first Treasurer of Washington 
County. He was prominent in Indian Wars in Western 
Pennsylvania and Northern Virginia. He owned large 
tracts of land and at one time con1rnanded the troops at 
Fort Henry. He arrived with reinforcen1ents at Wheeling 
after Simon Girty had ·burned the town. 

Col. Joseph, son of Thomas and Mary, :married Han­
nah Rutherford and built ' 'Bellevue. '' Their son, Thomas, 
was a member of congress from Virginia from 1819 until 
his death in 1822. Col. Joseph :marched to the siege of 
Boston and was awarded large tracts of land for his serv­
ices in the Revolution. He cornrnanded a regiment at tl1e 
t,1:me of the Whiskey rebellion and was a captain under 
l1ord Dunmore during the Lewis Expedition to Ohio. 
Joseph 's son ThornJ:1,s had children, among whom was 
Mary, who married Dr. Quigley. 

Col. ''King'' Van Swearingen, son of ThoIIlas and 
Lydia Riley, and brother of Thomas of the Ferry, rnarried 
his first cousin, Sarah, daughter of Maryland va·n. Col. 
King was deputy county lieutenant prior to the Revolution 
and was called ''King'' because he was a representative 
of the King. Col. King Van owned 1760 acres, frolll just 
a little beyond the ''Lower Farm," or the ''Mansion Seat.,', 
as it was called by the Swearingens, on down the river to 
the property of Thornas Swearingen. Col. King Van was 
aIIlong the committee appointed to fo1~rn Berkeley Coun-
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. , as a est1· n1an of Mecklenbu1 .. g Chapel, and was 
co1nn1i ioned o l' build the Episcopal Chapel in 1756. 
Col. Ki11g an was Colo11.el of Militia at the beginning of 

11 \ olu io11 a11d afte1-- Samuel Washington resigned, 
\\ as a1)1Join d cot1nty lieutenant until the close of the 

aI'. Man I tte1'S v e1 .. e w1·itten to him from Washington, 
LaFa e Pat1,ick Hen1--y Thomas Jefferson and othe1 .. s. 
Tl1 a1· Depa1--tment sent him a constant st1 .. eam of re-
quests fo1· 11101'e shoes, salt officers and t1--oops. It was 
al o his 1'es1)onsibility to 01,ganize borde1-- patrols in the 

'. n of 11 g·1·0 up1,ising,s and Indian incu1--sions. Col. King 
an and Sa1·ah Swea1'ingen had daughters; Luranah, who 

111a1,1·i d William Bennett; D1 .. ucilla who 111arried Thomas 
Ruthe1'fo1·d. Theil' son, Thomas was a su1--veyo1" and died 

a1·l as a 1· sul of his n1ilitary service in the Revolution. 
Th i1~ son Cap . Josiah Swea1,ing,en commanded a Com­
})a11 at Fo1,t Pitt against the Indians and his cousin, 
I11dian an accompanied him. He fought at the siege of 
Bos 011 a11d ma1'1'ied Phoebe Strode and had: Eleanor, 
\\ 110 n1a1~1•i d Thomas Wo1'thington , senato1" and governor 
of Ol1io; Tl101nas Van who was a rep1 .. esentative in the 
Ol1io L g·islatu1,e· son Lt. James Strode Swearingen, wl10 

\\ a a1)1)oi11ted by Sec1--eta1.. of Wa1· Dea1--bo1 .. n, to establish 
f 01·t a ~ l1at is n w Chicago Vt.thich was named Fort 

D a1·bo1 .. n. M1'. Hen1· Bedinge1 .. Swearingen of Circleville, 
l1io "'a descended f1"om tl1is line. Col. King Van and 
a1·al1 \\ ea1 .. ing·en l1ad a so11 Hezekiah who :mar1--ied Re­

b cca Tt11,ne1·. He fought in the Revolution and served 
011 1 11 fi1, gr,and ju 1, fo1-- Be1·keley County. Hezekiah 

11cl b cc l1ad a daug·l1t.e1' Ma1' ho ma1--1--ied James 
01 .. 111a11 11cl on \ an \\ 110 rna1~1,ied Elizabeth Mo1,.gan, 

clat1 ·11 1, of gn ail and Capt. William Mo1,.gan. 

11 11 \J a1·ing ns e1 .. e incli\J idualists to a high 
d ·1.. . I 011c k d an eldeI'l l"ela i e fo1· a desc11 iption 
o n1 ° ·1· a g1" 11cl1no l1e1· R becca wea1'ingen Kennedy. 

11 1· IJli cl 11 b_,11,J cle c1·i1J ion I can gi e ou is that 
\\ 11 11 11 old ou ou \ e1.. told: his same Rebecca 
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was quite a lady, but no longer a well-to-do lady. She 
had retained two old servants after the war and one day 
the old neg1 .. o man drove a wagon of potatoes around the 
drive, to be taken to Hagerstown to be sold. Rebecca in­
structed the old negro to ask such-and-such a price for 
the potatoes, whereupon her husband said ''But Rebecca, 
potatoes are no longer bringing such-and-such a price, 
they are qnly bringing so-and-so." ''Ask such-and-such," 
said Rebecca. When the old man looked uncertain, she 
ordered him down, and up she got, and off she went, for 
all the world as if she vvere driving to St. Mark's Church 
on a beautiful Sunday morning. And, I understand, she 
got her price. 

Ellen Bodine Walter 
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TI-IE C. 

G 01·ge asl1ington was not rno1--e famous .as ''The 
• th 1· of Ou1· Coun t1·y than he was as the designe1" of a 

1~a1Jidl e pa11ding· nation. His illust1·ious rnilita1--y exploits 
, 1·e 11ot n101· b1·illiant than we1--e his achievements as an 

ngi11e 1· and 1)1·ojecto1· of ente1 .. p1--ises, vast in scope and 
11du1·i11g in hei1· influence upon the westward expansion 
11d upbuilding of· l1e t1--ans-Alleg~heny land. 

ea1--1 co1ncide11t with the Revolutiona1--y War, there 
1·0 e a ev 1·i 11 dete1·mi11a tion in the minds of the colonies 
o li1ni11ate tl1e Appalachian 1nountain ranges, as bar1--iers 

i11 a \\ st a1·d 1na1·ch and as bounda1--ies more or less well 
s 1· aties witl1 the Indians. Neither· nature nor the 
ar·tificial g1·eements of a few men could stem. the de-

1 .. n1i11 d assault of successfive waves of pioneering Colon­
ials. The tl1ical question of righ 01 .. wrong in such 
1110 n1 11ts has no place in this discussion. One is here 
co11c 1·11 d witl1 the facts of histo1--y as they we1 .. e wo1·ked 
out b ~ ou1 .. fo1·efathers. 

Havi11g beg·un to acqui1·e weste1·n lands before the 
R olutio11 1· Wai· ended and in acco1·dance with the 

o~ al P1·oclamation of 1753 which g1 .. anted con1lllissioned 
off i 1·s and me11 of he 1·anks acco1 .. ding to 11 ank, lands of 

11 pt1blic domaiJ.1 of eacl1 colony; and in ha1 .. n1ony with 
a old 1· p1·ocla1nation issued in Virginia by the then 
li ti 11a11 -go e1·no1~ 11·. Dinwiddie to benefit the military 

d ·e11 t11· 1·s of tl1e a1· 1745, it is not st1 .. ange that while 
l11s 11 ad u 1·t ·s \\ 1· at ewbu1 .. g on the Hudson Wash­
in • 011 lipped av. a ·o give personal inspection to a 
1J1·01Jo cl rout of a ca11al o be built across the state of 

~ 01 .. k. 11d it is of fu1· l1e1 .. inte1·est o 1·emembe1· that 
,, 11 11 110 11a11. ea1· ag·o he E1·ie Canal was 1·ebuilt, 
it , .. ·:::._ 111ad o follo clo el he cou1·se fo1·etold b Wash­
ii o t 011. 

I 11 iol1a,, k i, 1· n1a1·kecl l1e estwa1~c1 course of 
11 p • ~ i11 l 110 11. I nd , no le clea1·l did he Po omac 
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River suggest such course of possible commerce in the 
rnidlands of the ambitious colonies. 

It was remembered that Jan. 28, 1755, Governor 
Sharpe of Maryland and Sir John Sinclair, ''stepped into 
a srnall boat at Cumberland and descended the Potomac 
to Alexandria'' to study the navigability of the river. They 
thought it might be made navigable, after 1,.emoval of some 
rocks fron1 the bed of the stream. 

Canals in the old world were then of two kinds, ship 
and barge. The latter-the barge kind-was the first 
projected in America. 

It is interesting to note that ancient engineers seemed 
to know nothing about lock canals, according to Hurlburt 
in his ''Historic Highways." This is amazing because of 
the great canals of antiquity. 

For example: the Royal Canal of Babylon, twice as 
long as the Erie Canal; the canal f rorn Rome to the sea; 
the canal from the Nile to Alexandria; Roman canals in 
Lombardy and E·ngland; Moorish canals in Spain and the 
Great Canal of China, built in the 13th century, and over 
1000 miles in length, a series of canalized rivers. None had 
locks. 

Spanish attitude toward canals is expressed in the 
following, ''If it had pleased 'God that these rivers should 
have been navigable, he would not have wanted human 
assistance to have made them such, but that, as he has 
not done it, it is plain that he did not think it proper 
that it should be done. To attempt it, therefore, would be 
to violate the decrees of his providence, and to amend 
these irnperfections which he designedly left in his works." 
That is, the Creator wanted no tinkering with his works! 

And it was not till the last half of 1400-that amazing 
era of maritime discoveries, the invention of the compass, 
the invention of printing by n1ovable type-that two 
Italian engineers at Viterbo invented the lock canal. And 
in1IT1ediately t.he network of canals threading wester11 

• 
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Eu1 .. op b g·an to be const1·ucted. Then the most noted of 
11 m all connecting· the bay of Biscay with the Mediter-

1·an an f1 .. om a1·bonne to Toulouse, about the sa1n•e lengtl1 
as th . & 0. Canal-148 miles- began, but was 200 years 
b fo1· being completed and was carr·ied over a 600-foot 
summi . A no a.ble ngineering feat this which con11nands 
l1e adrr1i1 .. ation of engineer .. s, today. 

A11d so know ledge of locks was current, though no 
ngince1· in the land could be found who had any ex­

pe1·i nee in any such construction wo1--k. One has adrnira­
ion fo1· he faith and far-sighted vision of those nien, 
ho isualized canals and the services they would perform, 

but who knew not a thing about their construction. 
The paid dearly for thei1 .. enthusiasm and ignorance, 

but he halo ado1·ning the memory of brave souls belongs 
to them. The1·e were th1--ee dimensions to their thinking, 
ti1ne pace and se1,vi·ce. 

I shall discuss the political and economic influences 
of he C. & 0. Canal. 

If in 1754 the 22-yea1~-01d Washington began to dream 
' 

of p1 .. ovid ing· an easy, direct passage way along the Potomac 
all towa1 .. d and ove1 .. the m.ountains, the War of the 

R olu ion put a stop to any further activity 1 .. elated there­
o. And it is significant of his strong pu1~pose and · deter­

mination that almost as soon as he had resigned as 
omma11de1·-in-Chief of the Continental a1--rnies late in 

1784. he wi h Gen. Gates and Col. Blackburn, were the 
con1mi t e .f1,om i1,ginia who sponsored acts in the legis-
1 u1·es of Mai.. land and Vi1--ginia by which was achieved 
h 01-ganiza ion of the ' Potomac Company '' with Wash­

ing on a its fi1 .. st p1 .. esident. And it is worthy of note 
l1a on h initiative of Washington the :most distin­

gui. l d ci iz n o li e ithin what is now Jefferson County 
Ja s Rumse __ . as made manage1". We-you Ina disagree 

i 11 n1 ima e of Rumse -\\ ould call him chief engi-
11 l' in cha1·g of cons 1,uc ion fa1~ that he was. His 

I ion oc t11·r d J I 14 1785 and his distinguished 
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endorser was Gen. Horation Gates, of ''Travellers Rest.') 
It will be noted what i:mportant influences affecting this 
initial venture centered in what is now our county. 

The vested interests and family connections of 
Washington, very definitely identified hin1 with Jefferson 
county. In September, the year before, 1784, Washington 
wrote of a six weeks journey; ''one object of this journey 
is to obtain infor:mation of the nearest and best communi­
cations between the eastern and western waters, and to 
facilitate as much as in m.e lay, the Inland Navigation 
of the Potomac.'' It was on this trip that he first niet 
Jam.es Ru:msey. 

The report of the special conirnittee mentioned above, 
said, ''It is the opinion of the conference xxx that a road, to 
begin with the mouth of Stony River, n1ay be carried in 
about twenty to twenty-two miles to the Dunke1-- Botton1, 
or Cheat River, f1--orn thence xxx batteaux navigation n1ay 
·be had. xxxthis conference is satisfied that that road, xxx 
wholly through Virginia and Maryland will be better than 

• 

a road can be made from Cumberland to the Youghio-
gheney, which rnust be car1--ied through Pennsylvania.'' 

There was evident rivalry between the states develop­
ing in the matter of racing in constructing some artery 
of travel to the westward. For the Penn Canal was stirring 
Pennsylvanias. And the legislatures of Maryland and 
Virginia approved by joint action the building of such a 
road and appropriated $6,666 2-3, ''to open and keep in 
repair a road from the highest possible point of navigation 
on the Potornac to the River Cheat, or Monongalia, which­
ever route the commissioners should find most convenient 
and beneficial to the western settlers.'' 

In 1785 at a Mt. Vernon convention, articles of agree­
rnent between Maryland and Virginia were drawn up 
regarding the cornrnercial interests on the Potomac. 

Art. 6; The Potomac River shall be considered a com­
mon highway for the purpose of navigation and 
coinnierce to the citizens of Maryland and Virginia, 
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ancl th United States and to all other citizens in 
ami wtih tl1 said states t1·ading to •Ol"' f1 .. orn Mary­
land 01· Vi1·ginia. 

And said 

A1·t. 7 • The citizens of ach state l'espectively shall 
ha full p1·ope1·ty in the sl101"es of the Potolllac Rivel" 
adjoining their lands." 

Incid ntall th re a1·e some historians, who advance 
tl1 id a tl1at it was out of these meetings in 1 .. e the navi­
g,a ion and cont1·01 of the Potomac River, that there grew 
h on ntion of 1787 in Philadelphia which framed the 

Consti ution of he United States. If so, that which became 
11 C. & 0. Canal was rno1 .. e than a water-way. It spaded 

in tl1e 1·oots f1"om which g1~ew a new nation. 

Tl1 beg·i11nings of the C. & 0. Canal were co-incident 
, i 11 o l1e1· p1·ojected inte1·nal improvements which were 

• 

to d finitel and powe1·fully affect the future of the nation. 

Tl1e Cit of Baltimo1·e could not sit idly by and suf­
fe1' h 1· , ste1·n commerce to be diverted to Washington, 
as , ould fol lo the colllpletion and opening of the canal. 

c 01·dingl. she went into high gear and with the sound 
a1·gument hat what late1· became the Old National Rbad, 

o. 40 had bee11 of g·1·ea test meaning in Braddock s cam-
I aig11 and th a ·s ith he Indians, as well as for greater 
om1n 1"cial if less IJa t1 .. iotic ends, the1'e eme1~ged powerful 

i11flt1 11c s of a doubtful political meaning. Where the 
J)l~OJ)OS d 1·oacl , s o })ass and end were torrid questions. 

lb 1·t Galla in Sec1"letar of the Treasu1~y wrote J ef­
f 1· on, Jul.. 27 1808 • P 1 .. mit me howeve1·, to state that 

11 ot1 of \ ashing on, (Pa. \vith which I an1 well 
a quai11t d gi e a 1111ifo1·m majo1·ity of about 2000 votes 
i11 ou .. f 01· anc ha if t1is be tl11·own b 1·eason of this 
1·oacl i11 \\ 1·ong cal , \\1 ill ·nfallibl lose the State of 
P 11n 1, 11i in the neA t lee · ion. It ap1Jea1 .. s that the 
fot 11cli11 a 11 l"S of a lightl la er da e \ve1--e not with-
ou 0111 k110 ~ l dg of 110,v l1e political zephyrs blew! 
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But wherever the road :might pass, Baltimore was de­
terrnined to be its rnain terminal on the Atlantic seaboard. 

And that the building of this famous road beca:me a 
·bone of contention as to whether or not the Federal 
Gevernment should participate in furthering internal im­
provements is another story, but one very definitely 
related to the evolution of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 
For it was to be a very active rival to the canal. And while 
the canal is a memory, the National Road has increasingly 
become an artery of traffic and travel. 

A growing national sentiment favoring Internal Im­
provements had arisen. With an eye to securing Federal 
aid, meetings were called and held at various points. The 
first was at Leesburg, Va., Aug. 25, 1823. And Nov. 5-7-8, 
1823, a meeting was held in Washington. Virginia had 38 
there; Maryland had 31; District of Columbia had 24; and 
Pennsylvania had one. No delegate froin Ohio but two 
or three sat in from Ohio as honorary members. 

Dr. Joseph Kent of Prince Georges county, Maryland, 
was · chosen president of the convention. Tli.e name of the 
new co:mpany was at first ''The Potomac Canal Co:mpany'', 
then changed to ''Union Canal''. But Pennsylvania had a 
canal of that name and it was decided that the name of 
the new company should be ''The Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Co:mpany''. 

With this convention dawned a new day in Federal 
participation in Internal Improvements. The Government 
was corn:mitted to such a course. 

Virginia granted the charter to the new company 
Jan. 27, 1824; Maryland, Jan. 31, 1825. Congress passed 
a bill confirming the acts of Virginia and Maryland, Mar. 
3, 1825, and Monroe signed it-alrnost his last official act. 

The old Potornac Company gave its assent May 16, 
1825-And finally Pennsylvania gave its assent to the 
canal-with some conditions .... 

Chart,er amendments were passed by the cooperating 
states and the Federal Governrnent as late as J 810 . . . 
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Th Potomac Compan gave its final consent, July 10, 
1828-af - 1, th wo1,k of the new company had actually 
begun! 

Tl1e PREAMBLE of the new cha1,ter said: That the 
objec fo1· hich the company was formed was: ''to estab­
lisl1 a connected navigation between the Eastern and 

es e1'n wate1,s so as to extend and multiply the n1eans 
and facilities of inte1"nal cornme1--ce and personal inter­
cou1'se between the two g1·eat sections of the United States; 
and o inte1·weave mo1"e closely all the n1utual interests 
and aff ctions that a1·e calculated to perfect the vital 
})l .. inciple of Union ' . . . 

Mon1·oe s summa1y of reasons for Federal Govern­
m nt pa1·ticipation in such public improvements may be 
I' ga1·ded as a platform upon which the Government acted. 

H summa1·ized thus; 
1. Business reason: A g1·eat portion of the products 

of the ve1'y fertile country through which it would 
pass would find a market through that channel. 

2. Milita1 .. y l'eason: T1·oops might be n1oved with great 
facilit in war .. with cannon and every kind of mu­
nition and in either .. di1"ection. 

3. For" a mo1· pe1 .. fect union: Connecting the Atlantic 
with he Weste1'n countt"Y in a line passing th1ough 
h s a of gove1'nment (the ational) it would 

con 1·ibu e sen tiall to st1 .. engthen the bond of 
u11ion itself. 

0111 .. 0 believed hat fo1, such a national object Con­
g1· s l1ad po 1· o app1"op1'iate 1noney on condition that 

11 j 1·i clic ion 1, mai11 • i h he states th1,ough which 
l aJ.1al })as d~ 

0 l1is defini e a1)p1oval of states 1,ights and pow-
1·s. 

o 1n k su1· r • c. 30 000 we1·e app1·op1·iated by 
on ·1~ nd pp1•0,,, d b 1 11 P1·esid nt April 30 1824 ... 

11 in1po1· a11 d in F d 1·al app1·01)1·ia ions. 
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These surveys were to be ~long the Potornac to head­
waters; to Ohio, and on to Lake Erie. 

Their projected Canal had two parts: 
1. The C. & 0. Canal fron1 tide water in Potomac 

River to Pittsburg on the Ohio River. 
2. The Ohio & Erie Canal from Pittsburg to Lake 

Erie, either through Ohio or Pennsylvania. 
Weary years had dragged along since first J arnes 

Rurnsey and his n1en blasted a channel down the Potomac, 
or up, as may have been the case. Barges laden with coal, 
wheat, whiskey and other products had been floated and 
poled down to Georgetown, where the -barges were sold 
and torn down. Their good timbers were used in the erect­
ion of houses now standing in that old city. 

But one-way traffic did not suffice. And the question 
of a canal with locks along the banks of the Potomac River 
was visioned, else rival roads and the new fever of railroad 
building would outstrip the canal in tirne and distance 
and speed. 

Scene near Paw Paw, W. Va.-Canal on right 
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cordingl it is int 1"esting to note that on July 4, 
1828 in tl1 p1· sence of diplomats senato1--s and disting­
ui h d ci izens P1· sident John Quincy Adams tu1"ned­
o ~ 1·i cl to tu1n-th fi1 .. st spade of earth f 01 .. the new canal. 
H 1·i cl but he struck a cove1·ed root. Then with the en-
husiasm of his mission spu1·1"ing him he doffed his coat 
11d i11 s1111· sleev s with the crowding multitude cheering 
h P1· siden managed to perf orrn his task unde1.. such 

difficuJties, as may have been prophetic of th0 hectic 
a1·s ah ad f 01· the canal. 

1·. M 1·ce1·, p1·esident of the Canal Company, had 
int1'oduc d h P1 .. sident with these significant words: 
'Th 1·e a1· 1noments in the progress of time which are 
l1e cot1nt 1·s of whole ag~es. The1"e are events, the Inonu­

m n s of hich su1 .. ive eve1--y other memorial of hun1a·n 
is nc 1·11ize the nation to whose history they be-

long aft 1· all other' vestiges of its glory have disappeared 
fI'Om he g·lobe. At such a moment have we now arrived. 

uch a monu1n nt a1·e we now to found." 

Tl1 n said the P1~esident: The wonde1'S of the ancient 
wo1~1a 11 P !'amids of Egypt the Collosus of Rhodes the 
T 1n1Jl ph sus the mausoleum of Artemisis the wall 
of hina ink into insignificance befo1 .. e it-insignificance 
in 11 con1pa1~ison of the purposes to be accomplished by 
l ork \ h 11 xecuted. I i11vite ou to witness here the 
1-ok of h s1)ad · and in per fo1·ming this act I call upo11 

ou o join 1n in f l"\ en supplication to Him f1·om whom 
l1 p1~imiti i11 junc ion ca1ne that he, ould follow with 

l i l sing hi joint ffot' of ou1~ communit to p I'-
01 n1 h • ~ ill in h subjuga ion of the ar·th fo1· the im-

11~ n1 11 or h condi io11 of man. That h e ould make 

i n l1i cl10 en i11s 1·umen fo1.. h pl' se1·vation 

1 l"O I 1·i 11d l) 1~p i of ou1, union. Tha he would 

11 . i11 hi 1101 k pin • all h e 01 km n b whos labo1·s 

i i o b co 11 )l d. Th h il" Ii and theil" l1eal th ma 
) • ciot1 in 11 igl •. 11d l1a h ma I· e to s e he 
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work of their hands contribute to the comforts and enjoy­
ment of rnillions of their countrymen." 

On the sa:me day that the President turned the first 
spade of earth for the canal, the opening act of another 
dran1a in the economic history of America was performed. 
The venerable and greatly beloved Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton, the lone survivor of those who had ''pledged 
their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor'' by 
signing the Declaration of Independence, lifted the first 
shovel of earth in inaugurating the building of the 
B. & 0. system. Thus coincidentally was joined· one of 
the most hectic races for supre:macy in public transporta­
tion in our national history. ''Thus at points less that 
40 rniles apart were inaugurated industrial ventures in 
which canals, an ancient work of mankind, was to be 
worsted by the young, untried and revolutionary rnethod 
of public transportation ·by steam." Both occurred within 
the boundaries of Maryland. 

McMast.er gives the canal side of the debate as to 
Canal ... vs ... Railroads. 

''Canals, said one faction, are facts; railroads are 
theories, and are opposed to the habits and feelings of 
our people, for they create monopolies in transportation. 
A farmer can not own railroad wagons. But for the $100 
he can buy a boat, or with the help of his hands he 
can build one to carry 25 tons. To move such a load by 
railroad would require eight carriages and a locornotive, 
costing $4000.00. Into this boat the farmer can put an 
~ssorted cargo of flour, bacon, hemp, plank, lumber and 
vegetables, draw it to rnarket with his own horses, sell it 
at any village on the way, and bring it back loaded with 
what he pleases. Does anybody suppose railroads will 
take on loads offered anywhere along the line? No, 
indeed! The farmer must haul them to stopping places. 
Canals will carry live stock, hay, firewood, large timber 
for ship building·, boards and planks. Railroads cannot 
do this. What would be thought of a load of hay coming 



29 

alo11g 1·ail1 oad? Th spar'ks f1 .. om the locomotive would 
i afi1· b fo1· he jou1·ne began. Canals a1·e adapted 

f 01· mili a1· pu1·poses • 1·ail1·oads a1·e not. Imagine a 
1· gi1n nt of t1·oops with bag·gage, p1·ovisions ammunition 
a11d am}) quipage t1·anspo1·ted by 1--ail1·oads. By canal 
l1is can b don and the soldie1·s live and cook comf 01·t­

a bl along ·th wa . The boat will ca1,1·y tents food 
bag·g·ag and ammuni ion and may be d1·awn by ho1·ses 
01· b he m n as the walk along· the tow path. Canal 
boa s \,,ill ca1·1· a1 .. tille1· which can not be t1--ansported 
b 1·ail unless the guns a1 .. e dismounted and the caissons 
tak n apa1· . Snow will make a 300 mile l"ailroad impassable 
f 01· wee ks· 1·ain will wash ea1·th ove1 .. the l"ails in q uan ti ties 
, l1ich in deep cuts, will take weeks to remove. Rail1·oads 
fo1· long· dista11ces a1·e wholly unt1·ied in any country, 
and fo1 .. sho1.. distances a1 .. e yet in the experimental state. 

11 l·ong· st in xistence. the Mancheste1· and Liverpool, 
i bu f 01·t miles in leng·th passes th1 .. ough the heart 
ot a l)0pulou count1· and ma anywhe1·e get aid to 
1.. ai1· ca11 and agons and engine. But that such a 
1·ail1·oad a th Bal imo1·e and Ohio ten times as long, 
1 t111ning hr,ough a l'Oug·h wild and spa1·sely inhabited 
coun 1· \\ ith g1· a dit'"ficulties of const1~uction to ove1"-

0111 l1ould ev 1· compete \\ itl1 a canal of the same 
l 11g· h s 11 hesa1) ak and Ohio su1·1Jasses p1·obability. ' 

'If locomo i,1 s \\ e1"e us d it ould be necessa1 .. y to 
l1a , \\ a 1·-boiling· sta ions ve1· s1x 01· seven miles to 
fu1 .. 11i 11 ngin - ~i 11 anks of boiling· wate1· fo1· a supply 
of old \\ a 1· ,,,ould cl1 ck h g 11 l'ation of steam and 

OJ) h l"ain.' 

Rail \\ ot1ld b b1·ok n b __ })a • ing t am te1·s v.'an tonl 
11 clid n1il on a11cl co1)i11g· of b1·ictg·es 01· f1 .. om 

Ii o~ 1·cl 1n a11 of t'an })01~tation lik 1 to inju1'e 
11 i .. bt1 111 . 111 11 111ot 11 t,ai11 ~ tl1 cold i11 wi11 te1· is 

o 11 o l a n a \~ ill b1· ak \\ h en st1~uck agai11s 
1· . \ io ld 110 I' ·1 11 }) u11d 1 .. tl1 concli ion as 
l" i11 • • l o 1· 11 1n ? dmi l1a 11 1·ail toad ca11 
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be made a success; would it not rnonopolize transportation, 
and would farmers and teamsters submit to this?'' 

Baltimore merchants decided to take a chance on 
railroads and the B. & 0. was incorporated by Maryland 
Feb. 27, 1827 ... and on the san1e FOURTH OF JULY 
that President Adams turned the first spade of earth 
for the new canal along the Potomac, the venerable 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the last survivo1, of the 
Signers of the Declaration of Independence, broke ground 
for the B. & 0. railroad in Baltimore. 

Within toe limits of such a paper as this one must 
note only matters of major importance. When the Canal 
reached Point of Rocks, about the time the B. & 0. 
arrived at the same point, the railroad discoverd-it 
orobably well knew the fact-that the right of way along 
the Maryland bank of the Potomac was con trolled by the 
canal. And the ranal stubbornly maintained its rights. 

Suits at law 'Vere instituted and the results following 
were unique and significant. Too much was at stake to 
allow these two works of great meaning to wither and 
die at Point of Rocks. 

June 10, 1828 the Canal filed suit in Washing,ton 
county vs. the B, &O. to prevent it froni building its 
road on land clairnen. by the Canal Company. The Court 
granted the injuncti0n against the railroad, to prevent 
it obtaining any land or right of way .... Then the railroad 
filed chancery suits before the court in Annapolis June 
23-24-25-thus were two suits pending at the one and 
same time in different. Maryland courts. 

One and a quarter years ensued, and not till Jan. 18, 
1830 did the Chancery Court act. 

At length a bill was passed by the legislatu1 .. e of 
Maryland and ag·reed to by both Canal and Railroad. 
There were four important provisions: 

1. The Canal and Railroad were to work jointly 
between Point of Rocks and Harpers Ferry. 
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2. Tl1 Rail1·oad was to subsc1·ibe to 2500 sha1"es of 
11 Canal stock whe11 canal a11d 1,ail1 .. oad 1·eached 

Ha1·pe1·s Fe1·1· (And always was the canal company 
n eding rno1'e money! ) 

3. The 1'ail1 .. oad could begin const1 .. uction May 10 
1833-Thus had ove1 .. two yea1 .. s been lost to its 
const1·uction. 

4. A f nc b tween the 1·ail1·oad and canal was to 
lJ 1·ected to wa1·d against accidents due to fright 
of ho1 .. ses as locomotives passed .. This was found 
imp1·acticable and so ho1·ses we1·e fi1"st used by 

11 l"ail1·oad company to d1'9aw ca1,s-until late1 .. 
this impossible provision was 1·epealed. 

Tl1us the B. &O. paid the canal company $266 000 
i11 month! installme11ts in 01"de1" to build the Point of 
Ro k -Ha1·p 1·s Fe1·1·y link in he1,. plans. But there was 
a11oth 1 .. pa1· to the joint ag·1--eement-that the B. & 0. 
\\1as 110 to build beyond Ha1·pers Fer1 .. y until the Canal 

r1 11 r J~ ·p r .. • rr)'- "l J>i ol imil cl , 11cl 11al B1,a t 
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reached Cumberland, provided that was done within 
the time lirnit-1840. 

And so, while the B. & 0. caine into Harpers Ferry 
on the Maryland sjde in 1834 with a great flourish and 
banquet and much conviviality, history inakes mention 
of nothing of the sort by way of celebration on the part 
of the canal company. The canal company had alinost 
literally brought a railroad on her back, to the Maryland 
side of the Potomac, opposite Harpers Ferry. A unique 
historical fact. 

May it suffice to say that in the final reorg·anization 
proceedings of the canal company, when, practically 
bankrupt again, its works bog·ged down opposite Great 
Cacapon, the B. & 0. and its friends came into control 
of enough canal stock, so that the building of the 
railroad to Cun1berland was speeded. And on Nov. 5, 
1842, almost 108 years ago, the railroad had reached 
Queen City-Cumberland. And it was not till eight years 
afterward, (100 years ago) in 1850, that the canal, by 
aid of the Maryland appropriations, finally reached the 
same destination. Then the canal company did stage 
a demonstration of what its services were to be, by gaily 
decorated canal boats and wining and dining, which 
cheered the souls of the participants. 

It should be noted that building the canal did bring 
certain racial elements into America, which were to 
remain. Labor for canal work was imported from Ireland 
largely. And several hundred Irish workers by indenture 
were imported. Not alone did they on numerous occasions, 
by virtue of their lonely lives and occasional over indul­
g·ence in liquors, engage in personal altercations, they 
also produced riots and labo1-- disturbance which required 
both local and national authorities to take a hand. And 
many of the old Irisl1 families living· along the route 
of the Canal sp1--ang· f1~orn these immigrants. 

Moreove1--, it was during· this period of canal building·, 
1832, that therP was added to the p1--evalent, so-called 
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si kl season in the Potomac Valley, continuing f1,.on1 
Jt1l l11·ough Septembe1· when low water.. dank vegeta-
ion and p1·obabl clouds of inosquitoes bearing malaria 

1· 1· 11 1·e hat the devastating· epidemic of Asia tic 
hol 1~a st1·uck. Th plague was soon general fro:m 

Ha1·p 1·s F 1·1·y to Point of Rocks. Work was suspended. 
i h difficulty the living could be induced to bury the 

ct ad. 

P1· s. Me1'cer writing Sep. 3, 1832, said: ''If the 
Boa1·d but imagine the panic produced by a :man's 
u1~ning black and dying in twenty-four· hours in the 

1~ 1·oon1 he1·e his coinrades a1--e to sleep or to dine, 
11 ill 1·eadil conceive the futility of separating the 

sick d ing and dead f1 .. orn the living. ' Of cou1"se there 
as panic and flig~ht by the terrified laborers, who 

s a ed no on the manne1· of their going. 

Tl1e cl1ole1·a sp1·ead up to and beyond Shepherds­
ow11. G 01,ge W. Ward says: 'This thriving little town 

\ id a wake to the in te1·ests of commerce and acting 
nti1' 1 ui)on its own 1 .. esponsibility subscribed twenty 

sha1 s. • ) M1'. Batel l' w1·iting Sept. 4, 1832 said: ''Before 
his lette1· l"'eaches Washington the whole line of 
anal f 1'01n the Point of Rocks to Williamsport will be 
bandon d b the Cont1 .. acto1 .. s and Labo1 .. ers. The 
1101 l' l1a appea1'ed amongst the1n and has proved 

fa al in 1 , ca e. The1 .. e has be n upward of 30 deaths 
11 a1·1 opposit o us sine F1 .. iday last, and the poor 

il s of E1'in a1, fl i11g in eve1.. di1 .. ection xxx By the last 
of thi \ k ou will not have a wo1 .. king man on the 
\\ hol lin .' Tl1e n da) B. P1 .. ice w1·ites ' Excited by 

11 st1 ~ 1·ing of th mi e1·able ictims of the disease, 
h ci ·z ns o his pla ( harpsbu1·g) have niinistered 
o 11 i1' ~ an s ncl soug·11 to sooth hei1" dying :moments, 

bu un 01 una 1 x n a1 .. l ve1' pe1 .. son who has 
b ~ i h tl d ad bodies xx l1a paid he fo1~fei wi h 

c , h i1· i 11d no\J i i ca1·c 1 possible o get thP 
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dead ·buried.'' And so tragedy stalked along the course 
of the works on the canal. 

It will be an agreeable change to relate an incident 
very different in terms of the people involved and the 
occasion. Roy F. Nichols in his ''Life of Franklin Pierce, 
President," relates the following: ''The end of May, 1834 
brought hot weather and very opportunely the Chesa­
peake and Ohio Canal Co:mpany provided an excursion 
for the Mernbers of Congress to inspect their work. 
Pierce, in cornpany with a large party, took advantage 
of thei1 .. hospitality and set out· from Georgetown on 
two canal boats accornpanied by the _ marine band. All 
day long they crawled tPrough the thirty-four locks, 
whiling away the hours with two meals, accompanied 
with drinking of wine, which as John Quincy Adams said, 
'made so:me of the company loquatious and some drowsy'. 
Harpers Ferry, which they reached at nine in the evening·, 
was their destination. Next day there were excursions 
up and down the river and visits to the armory. Sonie 
clambered up to Jefferson's Rock, watched the Potomac 
and Shenandoah, and looked off into the blue hills. None 
thought that day of John Brown. The evening witnessed 
a party at the army superintendent's home, which 
probably did not contribute much to the delight of a five 
o'clock start the next rnorning~. The return journey took 
place on a day as hot as only the Potornac Valley can 
produce. The stifling hours were enlivened by Representa­
tive Hawes of Kentucky, who entertained with facetious 
humor and coarse jokes, and a very frequent consumption 
of whiskey drams. He was alternately a delight and a 
a tedious ·bore. A heavy shower late in the afternoon sent 
the ladies to the cabinet, whe1--e they sang with great 
facility a variety of Methodist hymns. Damp and tired the 
party arrived at Georgetown past n1idnight." (There was 
no lig·h tning express among canal boa ts! ! ! ) 

And so, if there were deep shadows attendant upon 
the building of the canal, there were occasional flashes 
of light, which made for human interest and pleasure. 
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One should give some hard facts in re this, one of 
Ame1·ica s most histo1·ic inonurnents to one hund1·ed fifty 
sti1 .. 1,ing years. The lock canal was begun in 1828 and 
1 .. ached Cumbe1land, 184.5 miles distant 22 years 
aft 1 .. wa1 .. d 1850. Between Cumberland and tide water 
the1 .. e is a fall of 605 feet. There were 74 lift locks between 
the ter·minals, with capacity to lift or lower boats 
practically 8 feet. These locks were 100 feet long; 15 feet 
wide and about 16 feet deep. And they were uniformly 
fine xarnples of the stonem.ason's art. 

The ational Parks Se1,vice says, ''In 1870's, during 
the heyday of the Canal, as many as 540 boats'' (an 
average of th1'e~ to every lllile of the Canal) ''were 
na iga ing the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. A typical boat 
measu1~ect 92 feet long and 14 feet and 6 inches wide and 
ca1'1 .. i d 110 to 120 tons of cargo. Three to five miles were 
requi1'"ed fo1, the boating ''outfit ; two or th1 .. ee were in 
use hene e1~ the boat was in m.otion. The relief team 

as ca1·1'"ied aboa1~ct boat while the boat captain and 
l1is family, or the crew lived in a small cabin aft." 

One hund1 .. ed ea1'"s, less fou1 .. , the canal, with slight 
in e1 .. 1·uptions operated. And then when the flood of 1924 
passed with it passed the Canal, as a live artery of trade 
nd transpo1·t~ 

'A cont1·act for the sale of the historic Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal to the United States for $2,000,000'' was 
submi ted to the Circuit Court of Washington County, 

d. and the sale was confi1 .. med duly. Thus, at a price 
'J hich wa a me1·e pi tance compared to total cost involved, 
l e Federal Go e1 .. n111ent has become owne1 .. since 1938. 

For one ho remembers the canal during its active 
d s he1·e a1·e nostalgic memories. Who in imagination 
an 11ot h ar he ringing bugle notes giving warning of 
h a pp '"Oach of a boa ? Who does not recall the shadowy 

fo1 .. m of he rriules ugging awa at the end of th.e hawser 
JJullin 11 i1.. load i h heads do n ea1 .. s keeping tune 
o 11 il n , s eps bu e1 for" a1·d o some unknown 



36 Magazine of the 

destination. How seldom did the ·boatsnien speak, and 
then with few words. How kind they we1~e to allow on 
board some picnicking party who wished to include in 
the day's outing a ride on a canal boat. And how it stirred 
the imagination to see one of the boats settle downward, 
as into a tomb, only to slip silently forward into the 
canal and without haste or without delay divided the 
purling waters, which gently caressed the shore lines 
streaming ahead. 

All these are mere echoes now. Gone are the boatn1en 
and their boats. Gone forever, the sp1~ingtime rides 
along the canal, when dogwood and Judas trees were 
incomparable in their floral beauty. Gone is the rornance, 
the tears, the trials, the failures, and all the hopes of that 
great work, which Pres. Me·rcer on this first day, when 
Pres. John Quincv Adams spaded and spoke, said: ''There 
are n1oments in progress of time, which are the counters 
of whole ages. There are events, the monuments of which 
survive every other n1ernorial of human existence xxx. 
At such a moment have we now stood. Such a monument 
are we now to found.'' And the silent morning sun aroused 
the song birds, flitting along and above the empty course 
of the old canal, with the evening· shadows casting their 
gentle m.antle ove1~ the wreck of human hopes and ambi­
tion and pride. seem to answer: ''Yes, there are mon1ents 
which are the counters of ages and there are rnonurnents 
as irnperishable as time. And so long as the pen of romance 
and the records of history shall endure, so long shall there 
remain unforgotten in the annals of Amercans the rnighty 
influence in An1erican histo1--y of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal.'' 

Henry T. McDonald 
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OF HEPHERDSTOW 

The Black Ros s ill g1·ows in Shepherdstown in 
11 g~a1·d n of M1·s. Geo1·ge W. Billmye1.. where it was 

pla11 d b h 1· g1·andfathe1.. Colonel John F1·ancis Haln­
t1·amck, just a lit l mo1·e than a hund1·ed yea1 .. s ago. Its 
J) als a1·e as 1·ichly glowing· as in the old days, its frag-
1·ance as a1)pealing. Its histo1·y lends an added charm 
o a flowe1· that needs nothing to complete its allure. 

As isting in collecting ga1·den traditions of early 
m 1 .. ica fo1· a fo1·thcoming· publication of the National 
ouncil of State Ga1·den Clubs, M1·s. H. P. Schley Shep­

h 1·dstown au ho1·i • on flowe1·s and flowe1 .. ga1·dens tells 
h s 01· of the introduction of tl1e Black Rose to Shep­

h 1·dstown. 
It was mo1·e than forty yea1·s ago, she says that 

1· . Jain s Shepher·d known locally as Miss Folly and 
11 1notl1e1· of M1·s. Geo1·ge W. Billmye1-- walked with her 

i11 11 old flo\\ e1· ga1·den and answe1 .. ed he1... questions 
abou he plants that g1,ew the1·e. 

This is a cu1 .. i·ous and beautiful 1·ose ' said Mrs. 
cl1l Has it a histor ? 

' Y s. , 1, plied Miss Folly ''this is the famous Black 
Ros . 1· . chle had noted the da1 .. k petals al1nost a 

1·u black l1e h al h~ looking bush, about fou1-- feet tall 
of a11 old pe hat p1,eceded the mode1·n hyb1·id tea the 

quisi ~ blooms co e1·ing the sh1·ub. 

s h Black Ros was famous in its day con-
in t1 cl iss Foll . fath 11 Colon 1 Hamt1·amck was 

foncl of flo\ 1·s. He oug·h in he M xican Wai·. At the 
c a io11 of 110 ili i s h mad his a home\\1a1·d to 

h }Jl1 1·d O\i n. H l1ad a k n e foI· tl1e unusual and 
11 110 d h 1ni- 1·01)ical l)lants and sl11·ubs and the 
lo:\ l' of 11 outl1,, s \\ i 11 g~1·eat inte1 .. est. St. Louis. 
11 n 1·011 i 1· })O l1ad b n l1is headqua1·te1·s wl1il in 
11 1·0 • o Osag India11 a fai1· ancl l1e b1·oke he long 

jot111 l101n \\ a1·d b a J)l a an isi l1e1· . H lik d 
11 old flO,\\ 1·. 11cl })l 11 t a11cl i \ as l1e1·e hat l1e fi1·st 
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saw the Black Rose. The strange exotic appearance of 
this unusual rose made a great impression on the Colonel 
and he determined to have at least one plant. He finally 
secured several rooted cuttings and packed them care­
fully in a darnp bundle. He wondered if the cuttings 
would survive the long trip to Virginia.'' 

' 'This is the original plant, then?' ' 
''Yes, it is a long lived rose. My father was amazed 

that such a rare plant actually came through without 
trouble, carried longer than a Inonth in his great coat 
pocket on the long trip 1nade on horseback. '' 

Mrs. Schley says the Colonel was told that the Black 
Rose, a Gallica hybrid, had been carried up river from 
New Orleans, where it had been ·brought lately from 
France. It had been a sensation in New Orleans . 
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Jol1n F1·a11cis Hamt1 .. amck, fo11 whose father Harn­
t,1· mck i higan, was named, was bo11 n in 1798; ente1·ed 

11 ili a1· Acacl m at West Point and was graduated 
tl1 1· f1·om in 1819; f1 .. om 1826 to 1831 was Indian Agent 
fo1· tl1e Osag·e nation· became a planter nea1· Shepherds­
o 11 in 1832 • commanded the Vi1 .. ginia Regiment in the 

a1· i th M ico with the rank of Colonel· f rorn March 
8 o Jul 20 1848 was Milita1,y Governor of Saltillo in 

'ico· f1·on1 1850 to 1854 was Mayo1, of Shepherdstown. 
H died on Ap1 .. il 21 1858. Eve1·y inch a soldier, Colonel 
Hai t1·amck toda looks down in dignified grandeur f ram 
hi f1·am on th d1·awing 1 .. oom wall of his old home in 

11 })11 1·dstown and in the ga1~den nearby still grows 
l1is Black Rose. 
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FROM OLD HARPERS FERRY NEWSPAPERS 
Harpers Ferry Free Press, Vol. IV, Oct. 6, 1824 
NOTICE is hereby given, that a petition will be 

presented to the Legislature of Virginia, at their next 
ssssion, for authority to lay off and establish a town, 
adjoining Harpers Ferry, so as to include the village of 
Mudfort and so111e adjoining lands. 

RESPECT FOR THE DEAD. Many of the citizens of 
this place, feeling a deep regret at the unprotected and 
~xposed situation of the grave-yard on the hill adjoining 
the village, are desirous of adopting some measures to 
preserve f ro111 1--udeness the sanctuary of the dead. For 
this purpose, it is suggested that a meeting be held at 
the Lancastrian School-Rooni, on Saturday evening next, 
at 7 o'clock, to de,,ise the nieans of having a suitable 
enclosure of the grave-yard aforesaid. 

The Ladies' Garland, Vol. 4, No. 44, April 12, 1828 
TERMS - One dollar and fifty cents per annum, 

payable at the expiration of the first quarter, or one 
dollar and twenty-five cents, to be paid at time of sub­
scribing. Paym.ent in advance fron1 distant subscribers 
who are not known t.o the publisher, will invariably be 
expected. Should payinent be deferred to the end of the 
year, $2 will be required. *Postage on all letters MUST 
be paid. 

The Mountain Echo, Vol. II, May 1920 
ISLAND OF VIRGINIUS - HERR'S ISLAND IN 

THE SHEN ANDO AH Reached fron1 Shenandoah Street 
by a bridge over the Mill race. Here were located the 
cotton factory, flouring mill and iron foundry mentioned 
in the Sketch of Harpers Ferry ( this issue) . The old 
brick mill, long ago abandoned, and the ruins of the 
factory still re:main; but no trace of the foundry is left. 
On tliis Island :many lives and much property were lost 
in the great flood of 1870, which destroyed the most 
flourishing part of the town. Just above the Island is 
the Shenandoah Pulp Mill, on beautiful Lake Quigley. 
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RTI R. DELA EY 
harl To n Mo t Fa111ou egro 

This is a short sto1·y of Jefferson County s most famous 
n g1·0 Ma1·tin Robison Delaney born at Charlestown, 
Virg·inia Ma 6, 1812. He was named for his godfather, 

colored Baptist Cle1·gyman who it appeared, gave 
no hing· b yond his name to his grandson. 

Bo dB. Stutle1· Editor of the American Legion Maga­
zin ew York N. Y. the rnost erninent authority on 
John Brown and a native West Virginian in a casual 
1 1 o the author, rnentioned: ''At Detroit, I had a couple 
of hours to spend in the Burton Historical Collection in 
he Det1·oit Public Librar where I found an amazing 

lo of l"elated and collate1 .. al John Brown material. Most 
of the data had to do with the Detroit Negroes who were 
associat d with John' B1 .. own-including Delaney, Negro 
docto1· Ha1 .. va1·d who was raised at Charles Town and who 
b came th highest ranking Negro officer in the Union 
A1~m in he Civil W ai·. (Major) ' . 

The 1 .. ite1 .. who is a collector of all items pertaining 
o he his 01.. of J efferson County and the State of West 
i1·ginia could no 1·emerr1be1-- seeing or hearing, anything 

about Delane . The oldest inhabitants of this section, both 
v. l1i e and colo1 .. ed were asked what they knew about hin1. 
D l 11 \ a unknown to all. 

D 1~mined to find out more about this negro ,r.,1
-

l1ad b come a Majo1· in the Union Army and had figured 
in h John Brown incident· resea1ch disclosed that at 
l a on full book had b en w1·itten about hini Life and 
Publi 1· i e of Majo1~ Delane by Frank A. Rollin, 
Bo on, 1868. n accoun of him is in the Dictionar of 

m 1·ican Biog1--aph and man of the recent books re-
l in o l1 g1~0 in America have references to the 
u ul o --k a omplish d b him. 

Thi ri 1 h found fe ref rences to he 1·ibes 
-

f1·0111 ,, 11 11c our n g1--o s 01~iginall came. Delane s Mot-
11 1 ho fir nam as Pa i as he daugh er of an 
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African prince, froni the Niger valley regions of Central 
Africa, where the Mandingo tribe held sway. Her Father's 
nan1e was Shango, captured when young, during hostili­
ties between the Mandingoe8, Fellahtas, and Rousso, sold, 
and brought to Arnerica with his betrothed Graci. 

Shango, at an early period of his servitude in America, 
regained his liberty, and returned to Africa. In the early 
days of slavery, no African of noble birth, it has been 
written, should be continued enslaved. In due time his 
wife Graci was restored to freedoni by the sa1ne n1eans. 
She remained in An1erica and died at the age of one 
hundred and seven at the home of her daughter Pati, the 
n1other of Delaney. 

On his father's side, Delaney was a pure Golah. His 
father's father was a chieftian, captured with his fam.ily 
in war, sold to slavers and shipped to America. He later 
fled to Ca11ada with his fan1ily, ·but was brought back to 
America, where he died. 

Any phase of Delaney's eventful life, as well as the 
stories of his forefathers, would take much space to tell. 
Those who would want to read his own story of his 
life are recomniended to read ''Life of Major Delaney'', 
referred to in the beginning. This is a book of 367 pages, 
36 chapters and an appendix. From here on we will give 
short sketches of his life. 

Pati, the niother of Delaney, was a free slave. His 
father was a slave. An attempt was Inade to enslave her­
self and children, five in all, in Virginia, where they 
resided. Being informed of it, she at once deterrnined to 
test or avert it. Taking her two youngest, she set out on 
foot from Charlestown to Winchester with one lashed 
across her back and the other in her arms. Going before 
the court she won her point and returned with her child­
ren to Charlestown. She died in Pittsburg at the hollle 
of her son, Samuel, in 1864, at the age of ninety-six. His 
father died in Pittsburg at the age of eighty-four. 
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Tl1e nam Patty Dulaney appea1 .. s in an old Charles 
To 11 a4 lis da ed 1859 as owing twenty-five cents de­
li11que11 ax s. o doubt his was Delaney s mother?). 

Tl1e Delaney child1 .. en met many difficulties in trying 
o I ar·n to l" ad and w1 .. it , as it was frowned on by :many 

i11 l1ose da~ s fo1 .. a slave to have such learning. Due to 
m n p1 .. ssu1 .. es Pa ti decided to move from Charlestown. 
In l1i lif s sto1'"y Delaney says his mother was advised 
b R ndall B1 .. own a banke1' who often advised her, to 
l a the place. (W have been unable to ascer .. tain who 
, as Randall B1'own ?) . Finally in September 1822 under 

11 p1,etex of moving to Martinsburg she left Charles­
O\J n fo1· Chambe1 .. sbu1,g, Pa., wher'e she resided for fifteen 

al'S. 

Again quoting 'Amid these uncertain surroundings 
, as he bo hood of Ma1 .. tin Delaney passed. In childhood 
h pla ma e of John Avis (jailor of John Brown) at 
h ~1·1 stown. When M1 ... Avis found out f1 .. om John Brown 

that he knew Delaney it was Delaney s belief that he 
1· a d his p1·isone1 .. with more kindness. At any rate, 

som • a1~s af 1.. he g1 .. ave episode at Harpe1 .. s F e1--ry De­
lan l"O e o John B1"own s son and told hiIIl that in 
l1i ot1 h John Avis was a fine boy and he was glad to 
s ha he as also a fine man. 

D Ia11 ·s fathe1" acco1 .. ding to his life s sto1 .. y was 
\\1 11 kno, 11 i11 a1" insbur·g h re fo1-- a stipulated sum, 
11 ob ain cl his f1,e dom and joined his family in Charn­
b 1 bu1·g. P1·io1, o going there he had had an alte1·cation 
\ i h 1n n na1ned iolet appa1 .. ently his overseer. 

n cl c1·ibin hei1· !)lac of abode in Charlestown 
D l 11 g· s hi account: In the l'"ear adjoining on 

1 01 1Josi • s l" ~ as Do, ne , s • 011 he lef adjoining 
f i • 011 l 1·igl1 immediatel ac1 .. oss he str .. eet from 

H n' a 11 ong· 0 na1-- he1~e Bun s g1 .. eat school 
k J) h la1·g • chool in l1e o n except Heckman s 

1 i11 14 

• l1a been nable to identif an of these 
J)l _,...,. , I .. t1111 Bun 1~ef 1~red to abo e, was M1 . 
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John Avis, who, we understand, had ~ 1niddle name he 
seldom used. 

Delaney studied hard in Chambersburg. Later he went 
to Pittsburg and took up the study of 111edicine. He did 
not finish at this tillle but branched off in to den tis try. 
He also started a weekly sheet under the title of ''The 
Mystery'', which ran for some years, when he joined the 
staff of the North Star, Rochester, N. Y. After a few years 
he returned to Pittsburgh and resumed his studies of 
medicine. In a short time he was enrolled as a student 
of llledicine at Harvard, where he graduated. 

About this time he attelllpted, without success, to pat­
ent a device for the ascending and descending of a loco­
rnoti ve on an inclined plane, without the aid of a stationary 
engine. Many negroes were ernigrating to Central 
America. While Delaney never went there, he was notified 
that he was chosen and elected mayor of Greytown, civil 
governor of the Mosquito reservation and commander-in­
chief of the military forces of the province. 

On the 15th of March, 1843, he was rnarried to Kate 
A., the youngest daughter of Charles Richards, of Pitt~­
burg, who was an heir to an estate estimated to be worth 
nearly two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. This was 
lost in 1847 by a turn of the law because of the unwilling­
ness of attorneys to litigate so la11 ge a claim in favor of 
a colored against white f arnilies. 

In 1856 he moved to Chatha1n, Kent County, Canada, 
where he continued his practice of medicine, much the 
same as he had in Pittsburg, where he had served with 
great efficiency in the cholera epide:mic in 1854 and in 
social work devoted to the welfare of the poor. 

Early in 1859, there sailed froin New York, in the 
bark Mendi, owned by three friends of his, the first color­
ed explorers from the United States, known as the Niger 
Valley Exploring Party, at the head of which was its 
projector, Dr. Delaney. This rnission Illade hirn eligible to 
rnelllbership in the International Statistical Congress of 
July, 1860, at London, England. While in Africa he found 
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11 ·1 .. ibes f1"om hence his forefathe1s had come. 
Jus p1·io11 to sailing· John B1"own of Ha11 pers Ferry 

fan1 call d to see him. He p1·oposed holding a convention 
in Cl atl1am. Appa1,ently it was John B1"own's plan at this 
time to fo1·m a 1·efugee haven fo11 slaves in Kansas. In his 
life sto1· Delaney states: ' The idea of Harpe1 .. s Ferry was 
nev 1· mentioned 01· even hinted in that convention. ' And 
ha it was fa1" f1·om any idea of his that later, John Brown 

st1·uck at Ha1"pe1-- s Fer1-- . Howeve1· some w1·iters disagree 
ith his. 

In May of 1860 he a1'rived in Liverpool England, 
and w, nt to London where he appeared prominently in 

--
h Inte1·national Statistical Congress, presided over by 

His Royal Highness Albe1·t, Prince Consort of England. 
Back in Ame1"ica Delaney did much lecturing in :many 
s a es. Du1--i11g the wa1· between the states he was ap­
poin ed he fi1·st black field office1 .. for the United States 
a1·m and was con1:missioned a Major. 

Delane du1 .. ing his life time was associated with 
and met many prominent :men. He was presented to 
P1 .. esiden Lincoln at the White House where they sat 
do n and had a quiet talk ove1-- wa1· conditions. He served 
in the Union a1·my with g1'eat distinction and many 
hono1·s we1·e confer"red upon him following the close of 
h a1·. 

And o the sto1" of Delaney goes on and on, to such 
a11 t n that one wonders how any one man could have 
do11 so 111uch in a life time. And unknown in his county 
and to n of bi1· h and but little known of his associa-

io11 in those earl da s in Cha1·lestown he surmounted 
1·1·ific difficul ie . to at ain success. His sto1 .. y is told in 

l sil n pages of many books, and whethe1· white 01· 

bl k h ill go d0\\1n in histo1· . And his fi1'st yea1·s of 
li 1· 01-ged i11 and nea1' Old Cha1 .. lestown. 

Th 
p IJ i· 

D l l • 

-ThOI'nton T. P e1~1' , J11

• 

\\ 1·i e1· a collecto1~ of old books and histo1·ical 
ha in hi po se ion a pho og1~aph of Ma1'tin 


