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Clockwise beginning with the seated members on the left. R.D. Allen, J.S Blackburn, 
N.H. Willis, A,P. Thomson, W.N. McDonald. 
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The Valley Chess Club 
In ugu t of I fi e i\ri] War eterans who lived in the Jefferson 

and larke ount area organized a che club. They were R.O. Allen, 
J . . Bia kburn, W. . McDonald Dr. A.P. Thomson and .H. Willis. 
The , e tabl. hed a fi ed chedule of two conte t a year. One of these was 
held in ugust in the home of one of the local members. August is a lax 
month for f arme hich wa the occupation of three of the players. The 
other took place during the hri tma eason in Alexandria where Mr. 
Blackburn ran a bo chool. One of Dr. Thom on' daughters, Mrs. J.C. 
Breckinridge, well remembers the yearly boarding of the train by three of 
the membe at ummit Point. Thi carried them as far a Washington. 

~ii er cup "44..1 ordered from amuel Kirk in Baltimore to be held by 
the ~'inner until the next conte t. The bowl of the cup was octagonal in 
'" ha pe pro iding eight flat urface for engravings. On one side there 
app a the club' name with the word ''To the Victor~" and on the third 
the name of the fi e member . The remaining ide li t in order each 

tnner ith the date. 
ith the fini h of the 17th game all pace were filled. The cup was 

ret·urned to the il ersmith who replaced the original pedestal with an 
tagonal b __ e o pro iding eight more pace for the name of winners. 

The cup now mea ured fi e inche in height. 
B , the time the lower pace were ftlled in 1912 two of the members had 

di d, aptain Donald in 1898 and R.O. Allen in 191 l. With the death 
of .H. • illi in 1914, onl two members remained to carry on Dr. A.P. 

h m~ n and R.O. lien. The latter, death in 191 8 after Dr. Thom on's 
, ,j t Of)' in th final conte t, left the cup at Hawthorne where it is a 
tr a ured po e ion of Dr. Thom on' daughters, Mrs. Dorothy 
Bre ki nrid and i Imogene Thomson. 

(It hould be menti ned that the ftlling in of all the pace in 1912 did 
n t pre\'ent the engra er from finding odd pace for the names of sub­

quent \llinne \\1ith the date .) 

The Cup Inscriptions 
The Upper Face ts 

.H. \ ilJi 

.P. h m on 
,I... . Bl k burn 

. H. Willi 
J . . Bla kburn 

ugu t 1888 
ma 18 8 
ugu t 1 9 
ma 18 9 
ugu t 1 90 
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N.H. Willis 
N. H. Willis 
A.P. Thomson 
A. P. Thomson 
N.H. Willis 
R.O. Allen 
N.H. Willis 
R.O. Allen 
W.N. McDonald 
R.O. Allen 
J.S. Blackburn 
R.O. Allen 

The Lower Facets 
J.S. Blackburn 
R.O. Allen 
J.S. Blackburn 
N.H. Willis 
N. H. Willis 
J. S. Blackburn 
J.S. Blackburn 
J.S. Blackburn 
A.P. Thomson 
J. S. Blackburn 
A.P. Thomson 
J.S. Blackburn 
R.O. Allen 
J. S. Black burn 
J.S. Blackburn 
N.H. Willis 
A.P. Thomson 
J.S. Blackburn 
J.S. Blackburn 
J. S. Blackburn 
R.O. Allen 
A.P. Thomson 
J. S. Blackburn 
N.H. Willis 
A. P. Thomson 
A.P. Thomson 
N.H. Willis 
R.O. Allen 
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Xmas 1890 
August 1891 
Xmas 1891 
August 1892 
Xmas 1892 
August 1893 
Xmas 1893 
August 1894 
Xmas 1894 
August 1895 
Xmas 1895 
August 1896 

Xmas 1896 
August 1897 
Xmas 1897 
August 1898 
Xmas 1898 
August 1899 
Xmas 1899 
August 1900 
Xmas 1900 
August 1901 
Xmas 1901 
August 1902 
Xmas 1902 
August 1903 
Xmas 1903 
August 1904 
Xmas 1904 
August 1905 
Xmas 1905 
August 1906 
Xmas 1906 
August 1907 
Xmas 1907 
August 1908 
Xmas 1908 
August 1909 
August 1910 
August 1912 
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The Rim Above the Base 
.H. illi 
.P. Thom on 
. P. Th m on 

R. . l le n 
. P. Thom on 

Scattered Spaces 
R. 1len 

. p. 
~. P. 
R . 

horn on 
horn on 
llen 

. P. Thom on 

Robert Owen Allen 
1833-1918 

ugu t 1913 
ugu t 1914 
ma 1914 
ugu t 1915 
ma 1915 

ugu t 1916 
Xma 1916 

ugu t 1917 
ma 1917 
ugu t 191 
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lt ha not been a certained where Mr. Allen wa born. The mo t 
pr mincnt llen home i lifton~ located to the right of Route 340 
h ,,ond the larke ount line. -

, 1r. 11 n grand on'I Hov.1ard . llen, operate The Allen tudio in 
tiddleburg~ \1irginia. He write that hi grandfather wa one of three 

brother all of whom erved in the larke a alr during the ivil War. 
Ht' \\'a ... e,1crcl\1 ounded twice and \\a the onl one of the three to .,, 

un1i\1e the \\' r. 
I r1 I l 1 r. lien bought e two d which i outh of ummit Point 

ne, r tl1e I rke untv line. It a here that a number of the Club 
el 

t1gt1 "' t onte t: \V uld have taken place. 

John Sinclair Blackburn 
1838-1911 

1 r. Biel . burn \\' 3 a ~on o r. Richard cott Bia k burn who e 
h me. pr1n r \ 'C. \\'a I ated on pre ent Route 340 ju t hort of the 

l, r , unt , line. 
l 11 \ 1 I. LJI 1 ( 19 ) th1 magazine, there i an ac ount of r. 

Bl, kburn' un u c f't1l att mpt t e tabli ha b ~• "boarding hool at 
1,, 1111 nt t1rt, i,nm di tel 1 fter the i\1il ar. Hi i ter, atherine, - -

\\ a the \\1i e Bu, hrod . hingt n \\1ho then wned laymont. 
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In the Civil War, Mr. Blackbum fought with the Clarke Cavalry and 
was promoted to a lieutenancy in the Ordnance Department. He did 
succeed in establishing a boys' school in Alexandria and it was here that 
The Chess Club held its Christmas season contests. 

In the photograph, his collar at first glance appears to be that of a 
clergyman. Close inspection shows that there is an opening in its front. 

William Naylor McDonald 
1834-1898 

Mr. McDonald was born in Romney, Virginia. He was a precocious 
student as his diary reveals. At the age of seventeen he writes that his 
ambition is to open a boys' school. Entering the University of Virginia in 
1852, he emerged with a Master of Arts Degree in 1857. 

Until the outbreak of the Civil War he taught in a Louisville, Kentucky 
boys' school where he was made principal after his first year. During the 
war he seived in the Laurel Brigade as an ordnance officer. This unit 
performed commando type operations such as the blowing up of bridges. 
He was the author of The History of the Laurel Brigade. 

After the war he establishe4 at Cool s}'ring in Clarke County a school 
for Confederate veterans whose education had been interrupted by the 
war. In 1869 he was again in Louisville as principal of The Male High 
School. 

In 1872 he achieved his early ambition. With his brother Alan, he 
established the Louisville Rugby School. It was highly successful, 
preparing students specifically for leading eastern universities. 

His final move in 1887 was to establish in Berryville the Shenandoah 
University School. He had disliked city living and chose a country 
environment. One of his students, a Princeton graduate, was Newton D. 
Baker, Secretary of War under Woodrow Wilson. 

His principal biographer, Mrs. William Naylor McDonald, stresses 
that Mr. McDonald was especially concerned, during the disarray 
following the Civil War, that southerners seek higher education. 

Augustus Pembroke Thomson 
1847-1920 

Dr. Thomson was born at Hawthorne near Summit Point. He was the 
youngest member of the Chess Club. In 1862 he was sent to the Virginia 
Military Institute, Virginia's ''West Point of the South." On May 15, 
1864, he took part in "one of the most remarkable events of the Civil 
War." 



ount ' Hi torical • oc1et , 19 ., 

l .. he defender f the outhem end of the henandoah Valle were 
hard pre ed or re e e to top a tead orthem ad ance. The . M.I . 
. ad t ere reluctantl ummoned. Their ucce ful charge up a hill to 
"""'4pture a orthem battery clima ed a da in which the orthem 
ad,,an e a halted for ome month . he numbered 295 cadet ranging 
in ge fr m 14 to 20 ears. Eight were killed and 4 wounded .. one 
m rtaU . 

In I 7, Dr. Thom on graduated with honor from the ni er it of 
a land edi al hool. Deciding that rather than practice medicine 

h ~ uld take o er the running of the Hawthorne fat 1n· he eventually 
bee me th pioneer orchardi t in thi area. 

Nathaniel Hite Willis 
1842-1914 

r. illi , the onl on of Thoma Hite Willi wa born at Rock Hall 
\ hi h tood to the left of Route 13 a it nears ummit Point. He erved in 
th larke a air and a everel wounded in the Battle of Trevillian 

t ti n. · hat he a . awarded the outhem Cro of Honor for 
e eptional alor remained unkno n to his friend until after hi death 

hen thi mbol __ carved on his tomb tone. 
Hi home at Ro k Hall burned in 1906. He abandoned farming and 

built the hou at 500 outh Mildred treet in Charle To n. One of hi 
daughter , i Patt ' illi , wa a well-kno n arti t. 

Hi n Thoma H. illi in 1937 bought the Belvedere far1r~1 near 
h rl To\ n a a vacation home. oda it i the home of one of hi 

grandchildr n. 
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Benjamin Smi1h White 
Sepremher 28. 1842, Charles T<> i, ·n - Ma_l ' J, 186_1, Battle <?I . Chan<•t)ll<Jr .,·\·il/e. 



n t1 11 t. , H i t or i ca I ~ t) c 1 et)' 21 

l·r ti< r ic kfl \J,1,·k, Jl1/1il <' 
1/ ril 4. I/' Ir, r lJJrtl 9. I ( i9 / 
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Na1han Smilh While 
No ,,emher 16, 1817- November 4. 1888 
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Fredericka White's Testament of Faith 

Benjamin '" mith hite, only on of athan mith White and 
Freden a ck\' hite a killed at the battle of hancellor ille. 

~ 

He \\'a born in harle o non the 2 th of eptember l 42. Hi father, 
. . hite~ born 6 . ovember I 17, near Poole ille, Montgomery 
ount '~ af)1land. fter undergraduate work at the College of ew 

• 

.. Je e , (no Prine ton ni er it )'I he tudied law at Yale College in 
nnecti ut and a admitted to practice in the court of Frederick 

ount)' ir inia. (He ~,a a econd cou in of Maj. Elizah Viers White, 
. .. . . . 1 On o ember I I 1 41 he wa married to Fredericka Macky 

of in l1e ter a. he~ a a daughter of Rebecca Holme McGuire and 
John ack , a lieutenant in the War of 1812, who died in 1825 leaving 
three mall daughter , of horn Fredericka wa the elde t. (Her mother 
v.1a r1 aunt of Dr. Hunter Holme McGuire Medical Director of the 
2nd orp , rm • f orthern a. . .A.)2 

oon after their marriage the White moved to harle Town the 
unt e t of Jefferson aunt here the Ii ed the re t of their live . 

he , had t\\.O children, Benjamin and hi younger i ter'I Rebecca 
H lme~ hite. 

t H rpe err on pril 26, 1 61, oung Ben White, a tudent, age 
19 v.1a enrolled in Bott Gre b their captain, Law on Bott . The te1Ir1 

f enli"trnent wa or • the ar. 3 

Bott \: a born in rederick burg. a. Jul 25 I 25, a · on of Gen. 
h ma H. B tt and nne Carter illi . Because of hi father' ill 

he Ith he left . .I. ju t b fore graduating in I 44. fter tud ing law 
h m \ d t harle To n about I 46~ and married arah Elizabeth 
,ibb R n n in 1 5 l .4 

F r time in the I O he \\'a a la partner of . . hite. Hew~ 
l one of the ttorn y appointed to defend John Brown at hi trial in 

J ft n unt)' ir uit ourt in October I 59, but 'A1a ~ub equentl 
i mi d b.' the defendant. 1 o 1n I 9~ a local militia company Bott 

(._jr1 • \ , rmed under th ommand of Bott . 

I. \\' hile 1=-amil , Bible, 1d. 1-l i~ t o : Zion hurch Record , harle To~·n~ Peterkin, 
• 

Iii t o r,, I~ cortl o Prore. ta111 tp, O/Ja/ l1t1rcJ1 i,1 ii . J a., 1902 p. 309: • .. enealOg)' 
o endant f Benjamin lizabeth mith \Vhite o d. 

. r d. o., \ 1 • 1< rria c Rcgi .. tcr 'o. I. p. I • ·at'l rchi es, John acky', 
7. \\' r I I ; t" nard~ \\'m. 1 . compiler TJ1e f c ,i,ire far11i~,, it1 J/ irginia. 

Ri hmond, I _ pp. . I - · 
. on ed(;ralt ,\ rchi 1e"', hap. 10. -ile 1 10 . , p. 26 
. . J irit o J er: 0 11- t/, ,ocate. 19 1 rch 19 I . 
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The company was attached to the 55th Regt. Va. Militia (Jefferson 
County) until 18 April 1861 when the 2nd Regt. Va. Volunteers was 
called into service by Governor Letcher. It was ordered to assemble at 
Charles Town, from where it marched to seize the armory at Harpers 
Ferry. On July 1 1861, the 2nd Va. wasacceptedintoConfederateStates 
service with ten companies, A to K. Botts Greys become Company G. 5 

''Col. Jackson was assigned to the command of the 1st Brigade, 
composed of the 2nd, 4th 5th 27th and 33rd Regiments of Infantry, and 
the Rockbridge Battery. It received its baptism of fire at the first battle of 
Manassas where it lost heavily- Company G of the 2nd coming inf or its 
full share with a loss of I 3 wounded 3 of the number mortally .... In 
that battle the company was commanded by Edwin Moore who had 
succeeded Capt. Botts as Captain, when the latter was made a Major of 
the Regiment. The subsequent history of the company is identified with 
that of the Army of Northern Virginia in all of those battles it 
participated (in) up to the surrender at Appomattox Court House. As a 
matter of fact but few of the old company were left when the surrender 
took place. " 6 

Lawson Botts was a full colonel of the 2nd Va. Regiment by the time 
he was mortally wounded at the 2nd battle of Manassas and died some 
days later on Sept. 11, I 862. N. S. White was the attorney who filed his 
claim with the Confederate States Auditor on the 28th of November, 
1862. 7 

The First Brigade came to be known as the ''Stonewall Brigade'' and 
was considered the most famous organization in the Confederate Army. 
Its men were justly proud of their unit. They had a saying that ''Jackson 
always marched at dawn, except when he started the night before .... ''8 

One of the men is quoted as saying, ''I wish those Yankees were in hell," 
replied the other, ''I don't, for if they were, Old Jack would be within half 
a mile of them with the Stonewall Brigade in f ront."9 

Company G of the 2nd Virginia took part in the maneuvering which 
led up to the battle of Chancellorsville, when Jackson's Second Corps 

5. Wallace, L.A., Jr. Comp., A Guide to Virginia MilitarJ' Organizations, 1861-1865. 
Va. Civil War Commission. (Richmond, 1964). pp. I 06-107. 
6. ,Wilitar_i· Operations in Je_[fer.5on Count_v, Va. (and W. Va.), 1861-1865. Pub. by 

Authority of Jefferson County Camp, U.C.V., 1911 . Reprint 1960. p.4. 
7. Confederate Archives, Chap. 1, File No. 92, pp. 202, 276. Krick, R. K. , Lee's Colonels; 

A Biographic·al Register of Field Qfficer.'i of the Arm_v of Northern Virginia. (Dayton, 
Ohio, 1979). p. 54. 

8. Henderson, G.F.R., Lt. Col., Stonev.,1all Jac·kson and the American Civil War, 
(Longmans: Green & Co., 1906). 2 vols. Vol. I p. 183. Vol. 2, p. 76. 

9. Cooke, J .E., Stone\A/all Jackson and the Old Stonewall Brigade. Ed. by R.B. Harwell. 
(Charlottesville, 1954). p. 24. 
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t1rpri ~ d a 11d routed Ho\•lard -leventh orp of the n1on rmy at 
"t1ppertin1e Jn tl1e __ nd of· ay .. 1 61. Henf)' K. d I)ougla, , in hi / Rc)c/e 

, , , ; t /1 l , rJ 11 t.1 i, <1 I I, . aid that ~ t he . t one\\' a I I Brig ad c w a\ not engaged . It w a, 
enj .1i 11g the n \1ei cn .. "ation of ~1atching a running fight without taking 
p,trt in it. Bt1t it mo ed on in line to¥.1a rd the enem1' .. when uncovered b 
.J a c . on' ad \'a n ce \ \ o a to u n it e \\ it h t he d i \ 1 i \ion . . . . ' 

ht: 11c .,· t n1orning, .. ~u nda_, ay' the 3rd, fighting re urned and the 
-. t nC\\1all Brigade \~became botl1 engaged, .. according to Dougla . ~ .. o 

,1 r as our brigade ~'a~ i11,1ol ed, it eemed to me I ne\'er a\.\: a hotter one. 
l1i'le \\'e \\ere lying behind "Orne log ha~til~.1 thrown together., ju t 

before tl1e final charge on the han ellor Hou e, General tuart came 
do\v11 the line. . . . hen the charge \\'a made it eemed to be a 

\l.'hirl, ind. but Hooker center a broken. The fight of the day was 
0 \1er f r u . Our brigade uff ered greatl lo ing about 600 killed and 
,,, unded- \•l hich wa .. a hea\ .;' percent - but the proportion of killed wa 
u r1 u u a 11 ,, ~ ma 11." 10 

-
.. ergcant Benjamin .. mith hite wa among that mall proportion. 
In an effort to a .. uage her grief, Fredericka u ed to hut her elf in her 

room on the anni, e~arie of the death and birth of her on to write in a 
tin. , diaf)1 ( no"'' c , erle ) ... ome pa age tell the 'iad ~tory. 

he diaf)' begi n .. : 

' h ho , e<l ~' it I to con,1ince the Judgement to 1lence the mind: But the 
htttrt tl1c unmanageable heart feel on a\ before. Our argument\ go not 
d \\'n to t h,1t deep 'Cat of emotion . 

.. , .. 11ere i~ ,till the ,1oid, the tumult, the ache, the longing[.] Only God can 
rt.1 C>n ,,-1i th the l1eart. t no bidding but h1\. ,,,ill it e\1er be \till and 
,1t1 t,cd: 

.J ll n e I t h I 6 
l "' t1,~ da,, tir dc,lr ·otd,er " l1a\1C returned after an ab\ence of even or ... 

t: i g t1 t n1 Cl n t h . . <)me a re ab e 11 t a n d my' dear precious .. on one of the 
n1i. ing. 1 .. 1 hc"ln 1 bleeding at e\'Cf)' pl1re. 

I ... rd ha,1c n1crC)' upon me I am c) ppre\ ed undertake for n,e -rhou ha t 
pro111i cd t<1 be \\'ith tl~ in all our af01ct1on and to l1ear u \\1hen \\'e call up 
tl1c . t:11able nit to call upcln thee in fa1tt1. la)' I be "ttll and kno\v that tt1ou 
,, rt , d. I am a great inner~ but thou ar1 a great .. a\1iour. ,od grant that 
1t1i great afOi ti >11 ma)' be nctified to me and ma)' ha\1e the effect that 
th JU in th,, n1er _, hc1 t intended. But I feel utter)~, help le ' and undone. B t1t 

I tnI.:t that it i, m)' dc"irc to lie pa i,1e in th~, hand ... and to .. ay from m)' 
hcan tht: t \\1ill bt: do11c. 

• d 11 thin l d ) nor tiff er t b don(; .. but \\1C ot1r .. el\1c -- ,1.1ould do. if 
,,c tild ee the er1d of all. H e d e \\'ell a He." 

I . I ou l,1, lf .K .. / Rod Ji1it/1 10 11e,,,,1fl. ( hapel rl ill, '· ., . 1940). pp. 16-1 .... 21. 
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Enable me not only to submit but acquiese in thy righteous judgments 
and will in all things. God grant that I may by the eye of faith look beyond 
this world of sorrow forget the creature[?] and look to the Creation. 

May I not think of my darling Son as in the cold grave but in the bosom 
of his precious Saviour as not lost, but gone before and grant that I may 
live in such a way as to be able to meet him in glory. 

0 Lord give me true repentance for all the errors of my life and 
particularly for that which was in all probability the occasion of this great 
affliction. 

• 

I have conversed with some of the Soldiers today about my darling Son, 
and after suffering great grief and agony feel greatly comforted and 
supported and much more resigned. God grant that this state of feeling 
may continue and grant that I may feel and know that in mercy thou hast 
afflicted me and grant that this affliction may be sanctified to me. 

They have given me every assurance that my child was a true Christian, 
died so calmly so peacefully[.] Why should I murmur or repine, He has 
gone where there is no more sin neither sorrow or crying neither shall there 
be any more pain. Blissful! [illegible], God grant that I may have grace and 
strength given me to live in such a way that I may be able to spend an 
unending eternity with him. 

• 

'Oh for faith amid frowning providences to say' I know that thy 
judgements are right and relying in the dark to exclaim though he slay me 
yet will trust in him. 

All things work together for good to them that love God. May I feel this 
in my aching sorrowful heart. 

'Oh may I consider by whose stroke my bereavement has been effected, 
It is the Lord' and shall he not do what seemeth him good.' Are not his 
designs will, and shall I oppose them; Are they not kind and shall I 
murmur against them? 

Who can tell what good may be intended by the stroke that has filled me 
with heaviness[.] Who can estimate the evils that may have been arrested 
the pains that may have been spared, the temptations that may have been 
escaped. 

God grant that such consideration. 
I find this address of Gen. Jackson in a note book of my dear Son. He 

was a member of his Jacksons Brigade for more than two years[.] 
Camp near Centreville, Nov 1862 
Gen. Jackson has been ordered to Winchester to assume command of 

the forces in the Valley. . 
This afternoon ordered his Brigade to be assembled in front of Head 

Quarters of the 2d Regiment Va Vol and delivered to his men the 
fallowing address. His manner was natural earnest and impressive he 
seemed deeply affected in saying farewell to those whom he had so 
gallently led to victory. He spoke as fallows. 

Officers and Men of the 1st Brigade, 
I appear before you today to bid you farewell. You must not expect a 

speech from me but only a heart felt farewell. You are those who were f1rst 
organized under me at Harpers Ferry, and have been with me ever since. 



ou nt Hi ' t ric I ~ ociet,1 .,, 

)' ou ha,,e underg ne ,i.1ithout a murmur the fatigue the bi'. oua , and the 
tented field. nd on the plain\ of ana a co ered J our elve \\'ith 
i m peri ha ble glof)1. 

~l .. l1i Brigade on that memorable da decided the conte t and ga e 
victory t ()Ur arm and hi tory \\'ill o record 1t. You were the I t Brigade 
o the arm}' of the .. henandough(.] ou are the I t Brigade of the econd 

orp and the fir 't in the heart of our eneral . 
,. o the Vlorld ou ha\'e co ho n 1our el\e not only able to protect and 

defend )'Our home and fire ide , but willing al o to re pect and protect 
pri,1ate pro pert of 1nd1'. idual . 

l "hey ha\te both gone where the)' will learn ar no more. My dear on 
\\'c killed on unday a)' the 3d l 63 at the battle of Chancellor , ille[.] 

en Jack~on died the ne t unda a the 10th from hi wound 
recci\>ed on . aturday night Ma the 2d l 63. 

~1 can a , in the language of another Thi Trial of mine i cutting, ore 
f r ne hand blo d to bear. It i hard to breathe through a broken heart, 
.. fh}' \.\1ill be done. But ne\ erle at th ord I will a th will be done, Even 
o ather" 

~ he v,1orld in time of great afflication i often un\\!·illing to make 
allovlan e for the acredne of grief. He who wept at the grave[?] of 
Bethan , put no uch unkind arre t on the outflowing of orrow. 

·He ,vept \\1ith tho e that wept(.] He ha told u to go and do likewi e. 
It I triking to notice the c e of death, and berea ement which during 

ur. aviour mini tf) on earth called forth the exalted ympathie of Hi 
human nature, an only on, an onl ' Daughter" an only Brother. 

thou Lord of all~ teach me h1le I mourn o er ffi} di tre in 
berea,1ement to bo with ubmi ion to that hand which ha depo ed me 

f my onl , ~ on, one of m greate t earthl .. comfort . Thou ha ta right to 
di p e of a eemth good to thee; nor can an tay thy hand or ay unto 
thee, \ hat d e "t thou . ilence the murmuring of m}' rebelliou heart. 

nable me to a_ , v.11th th}' ervant of old._ the Lord ga\'e and the Lord hath 
ta en a,, a ', ble , ed be the name of the Lord.' 

o en m , atta hment to earth I comfort \\ hi hare onl lent to me to 
be recalled \\'hen oe\er it eemeth be t to th~ godl wi dom and though I 
am b rcft of one \\ horn l o dearl ' lo ed 1et may I find 1n thee who art the 
eternal .. pring and r' untain of all good infin1tel)' more than all earth) 
friend and om ort can upplj'. 

T me the pall the bier the od o thee the palm of ictOf)' given: 
· nough m heart .. I hank od hank G d hat thou ha t been a Year in 
He \1en 

.. eptcmber _ th I 6 
1\ da , long to be remembered .. ,~he birth da}' of m~ dear and onl)' on 

enjamin . \ 'hite \ 1h \\' illed at the battle of hancellor \ ille Ma)' 3d 
I ....... ..,,, I h1 Ii c had en pared h \\'Ould have been tv,1ent)' one thi da)'. 

\\1ith \\1h l n,· iet ... ' nd plea ure h \'e I looked forv,ard to thi t\\ent~' 
1r birth d , of m , onl, on. But m , hea\1en1,, ather ha. een fit to ta e ., .,;, 

him him c I \1lh re l1c h II learn , ar no more. But ,,,hen he hall be 
re 'Cr \\'ilh he rd[.] I tru_t he ha ound the jO}' of Hea 1en. and I one 

• 
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of the angel band Safe in his happy home and is waiting to welcome us 
who are still walking this valley of tears. He is by guardian angels led, safe 
from temptation safe from sins polution. 

'He lives whom we call dead, May we all prepare to meet him in 
judgement where we can spend a happy eternity with our dear and only 
Son. 

Glorious thought a birth day in heaven. 
'Oh to be then, Where never tears of sorrow shall dim the eye, no aching 

pain, nor care shall ever cloud our morrow 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

September 28th 1864 
Another birth day of my dear and only Son. Another year in Heaven, 

free from all the turmoil and strife of this cruel dreadful war in which he 
lost his precious life and in which he took such an active part. 

Died at his post in defence of his country. My heart still bleeds for the 
dear one and I must again offer up the [page ends] 

May 3d 1865 
Two years this day since my dear and only Son was killed in the battle of 

Chancellorsville. He lost his life in our great struggle for Independence. 
In which we have been unsuccessful. 
When I heard Gen Lee had surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia, 

and when I remembered the thousands of the very best men and youth of 
the South who had lost their lives in this cruel war and among the number 
my precious and only son I felt completly overwhelmed and felt like 
exclaiming. Hath God forgotten to be gracious, hath he in anger shut up 
his tender mercies. But I have prayed for grace and strength to say thy will 
be done and to be able to say with Job, Though he slay me yet will I trust in 
him. 

God grant that this great affliction maybe sanctified to me, and may I 
commit my all to him who doeth all things well. 

September 28th 1865 
Another birth day of my dear and only son. 
Would have been twenty three this day if he had lived[.] I feel my great 

loss more and more. The first thought that came into my mind this 
morning was The birth day of my darling Ben I w~pt freely and felt 
relieved. Prayed to God to enable me to bear this great affliction, and to be 
resigned to his righteous will in all things. 

May 3d 1866 
T-hree years this day since my Only son was slain in battle[.] His precious 

remains only reached here the first day of this month. It has been the desire 
of my heart and my earnest prayer ever since the day of his death that this 
might be accomplished, and when I heard that it had reached here, it was a 
melancholy pleasure and opened afresh the fountain of my grief, but it 
was such a gratification, and I felt so grateful that my first impulse was to 
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retire and lo pour out m~' heart in humble gratitude and prai e to God for 
all l1i mercie to me a poor unworth inner. 

Ho, c mforting to think that the providence of God 1 a urel o er 
tho e ho fall, a o er tho e who are pre erved. 

he t ent}l fourth Birth da of my onl on 

eptember 2 th J 66 
da , long and e er to be remembered The birth day of my fir t Child 

nd onl)' on. Theda I became a Mother Little did I trunk that da when 
I ga e birth to thi dear on that he would be lain in battle. 

But our Hea enl f~ather know be t, and doeth all thing well. He onl 
• eeth the end from the beginning. It i • earne t prayer that I may have grace 
gi en me to feel, and 'a from the heart, Th will be done, and: Oh' enable 
me t li e in uch a ay that I ma ne er be afraid to die. That living or 
d 1ing I ma • be thine. 

a d l 6 unda 
i e ear th1 da 

battle of hancello 
1nce M dear Ben my onl 

i Ile. 
on wa killed in the 

It wa a bright abbath morning and although unconcious of what a 
great affl1ction had befallen me, I remember h1le in hurch an 
unac ountable adne come o er me and I wept freely which in ome 
mea ure rel1e ed the adne . I did not hear of the death of my preciou 

on f r t o \Jy'eek after the battle[.] We knew the battle had been fought, 
nd that \ e had gained a great ictory and that many of our dear one had 

f alien. 1 he u pen e w heart rending, but m darling had been pared 
through o man battle , I could not a oid indulging the hope that I would 
again re i've one of hi weet affectionate letters acknowledging the 
goodne and mere of hi hea enl Father in paring hi life. 

But I had rece1 ed the la t of tho e preciou letter , with thee cept1on of 
an unfin1 hed one found in hi knap ack(.] He was alway o prompt in 
\\'riting th t e,,eral of my friend felt unea y at m not heanng for uch a 
length of time but our to\\1n a occupied and it was very difficult to get 
letter through at the time that I hoped for the be t. But m darling was no 
more .... 

he 3d da of a [ 1 69] a da long to be remembered ix year th1 
da , in e m ' dear and on]y on wa lain in battle. l ha e felt ad o ad 
thi da ' thinking of m ' darling Ben how prec1ou he Vv'as to hi Mother, 
h \V e t1on te and kind. 

rd h \ e mere ' upon me th_ un orth1 en ant and enable me to be 
re 1gned to th ' righteou\ \J ill in all thing . 

I 1nd the ollo,\1ing pie e in a little Dia111 kept by m} dear Bo) while in 
the rm 1• 

• H \\' pie nt i 1 \•lhen a\Jy'a}' from home throvln upon o n re ource 
a ,,,e novl re to remem~r the friend V.'e ha e left behind particularl_ at 
t hi hour \\'hen the un i gro ing fainter. and \\1e no\\! that night \\'ill 
dr " ' them round the f mil , hearth and altar. ee eem lengthened 
into m nth [] hO\'-' often do my thought ho er around the lo ed one at 
hon1 [.] h ,,, bitter \\'Ould the ep ration be but for the weet [alle}' ] of 
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memory[.] Home is the sweetest and most fertile Oasis in the great desert 
of life. Home, thy joys are passing lovely, joys stronger heart can tell. 

Trees are now in full foliage[,] the woods are gay with their fresh young 
leaves, blooms cluster upon the vine and fruit trees, the land is clothed in 
the varigated hues of Spring time and enlivened by the merry chirping of 
birds.' 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

What a comfortable doctrine it is when we can feel that Nothing can 
hurt us except and until God permits. We are all immortal till our work is 
done. 

To realize that nothing happens in this world except by the eternal 
counsels of our Father and according to his eternal plans is one grand 
secret of living a c[ al]m peaceful, and contented life[.] 11 

N. S. White's bereavement is simply stated in one paragraph of his brief 
will, dated the 23d of May 1870: 

'' I desire to be buried in a plain inexpensive and unostentatious 
manner by the side of my dear son in the Cemetery of the Episcopal 
Church in this place." 12 

He died in 1888 and his wife, Fredericka, in 1891. Both rest beside their 
son in Zion Churchyard, Charles Town. They were later joined there by 
their daughter, her children and some of her grandchildren. 

Edited by Frederica H. Trapnell 

11 . cf. Douglas, pp. 16-1 7, and Henderson, pp. 166-167. 
12. Jefferson County Will Bk. A., p. 386. Proved IO Nov. 1888. 

ote also: 
Mag. o.f Je_[f Co. HL'it. Soc·. Vol. 38, 1972, p. 39. 
Proc·eedings o.f Clarke Co. Hist . A ssn. Vol. 9, 1949, p. 32. 
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_i111ple Inscriptions and Senti111ent 
Tell the lmpr~ive Tale: 

Letters of General Robert E. Lee to 
Mi s Louisa Fontaine Washington 

~, .. he ~ ad oc .. ion that initiated thi corre pondence between General 
R<)bert : . 1-ee c1nd 1 Loui a ontaine a hington a , the death on 
~ eptcmber I .... J 61, of her father, Lieutenant olone) John ugu tine. 

C)lonel a hingt n .. aid de camp, and a\, i tant adjutant general, ·hared 
at nt \\1ith Lee on hi fir t 1\1I ar campaign on the e tern irginia 
ront at mudd) Cheat ountain in ugu t and .. eptember I 61. nited 
• t,1te. picket, hot and killed Loui a 40-. ear-old fat her while he wa 

re onnoiteri11g the ederal p it1on n lkwater. Lee and Wa hington 
11 .. d ... hared m re than a tent: they had fa mil connection and mutual 
a ciation'- that dated from l~ee' boyhood in le andria. 1 

_, 

c)l<lnel a hin~>ton' death left hi.. \1en children, ranging in age 
from tl1ree t "e\enteen, orphan a. their mother, lean or Lo e elden 
l1,\d died the pre,1iou year... fter elling Mount ernon in I 5 , John 
1-\u 1 t1 tine had mo,ed h1 young famil to a eland in Fauquier 

ot1nt '· t the beginning of the i\1il ar he had returned hi · famil to 
l1i birtl1pla e Btakcle)', in Jeffef\on ount., .. \\lhich hi brother, Richard 

... 1-111 remar able et of letter from General Robert E. Lee are among the t·ew 
tl1at ha,,e not been pre\1iou I) acce 1ble to cholar and other who are fa cinated 
b_ 1 ... ec nd the i\1il ar. Onl , one letter ha e\'er appeared in print. Mr. Roger J. 
Perl)' he Hill harle Town4 Vv'e t irginia grac1ou ly brought thee i tence 
of the letle to the attention of the oc1et)' and ecured the nece ary con ent of 
the o,,,ner to publi h. r . John R mucker of le andria, irgin1a .. and Mr . 
John eebe f \ hite tone, \1irgin1a .. ha\e ,1ery kindly permitted the appearance 
o the e letter , he manu ript , ere among the effect of the late argaret 
Pr t n he,,, ( ebntal)' I, I - ebruaf)' 16 .. 1972) .. a charter member of this 

ict)' , 11d la l un1i\1ing hild of Roger Pre ton he\\' and ou1 a Fontaine 
\\1 l1i n 1 t n .. 

I . I u 1 la luthall Freeman, R. E~ l e: #4 Biogra1Jl11' (4 \101 ... : e\v ) 1 ork: harlc .. 
ri r1cr' on . 19 5), I 4 9, 4- 69, 6 9: BO)'d B .. lutler, "Death of ol. John 

1\u t•~tinc \1 hin ton. 1\ at .. I -\,,at r," 1a.~a:i11e of 1J1e Jef)er:., 0 11 C<Jt,11/_l' f/i toric·al 
o i , , . ' ' \ 1 I I c cm be r 19 I ) . I - I 9 
. n1 tone, i n pi copal hur h ard. harle To\\'n, \\'. \ 1a. 
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Blackburn Washington owned. His children would remain at Blakeley 
throughout the war. 3 

Louisa Fontaine Washington, the eldest child who was born at Mount 
Vernon on February 19, 1844, became the object of Lee's letters because 
of her nominal headship of her brothers and sisters. In 1871 she would 
marry Colonel Roger Preston Chew who had a distinguished 
Confederate military career and who became a prominent Charles Town 
civic and business leader. She died on July I 1927, and was buried at 
Zion Episcopal Church, Charles Town.4 

The initial letter to Miss Washington was the first of many in which 
General Lee would have to advise the closest relative of a death. In this 
case, the solemn duty involved more because Washington was a 
respected intimate. 

Camp on Valley River 
September 16, 1861 

My dear Mi s Louisa, 

With a heart filled with grief I have to communicate the saddest 
tidings you have ever heard. 

May 4 Our Father, Who is in Heaven' enable you to bear it, for in His 
inscrubtable Providence, abounding in mercy and omnipotent in power, 
He has made you fat her less on earth. 

Your dear father, in reconnoitering the enemy's position, came into the 
range of fire of his pickets and was instantly killed. He fell in the cause to 
which he had devoted all his energies, and in which his noble heart was 
enlisted. My intimate association with him for some month has more 
fully disclosed to me his great worth, than double so many years of 
ordinary intercourse would have been sufficient to reveal. We have 
shared the same tent, and morning and evening has his earnest devotion 
to Almighty God elicited my grateful admiration. He is now happy in 
Heaven, I trust with her he so loved on earth. We ought not to wish him 
back. 

May God, in His mercy, my dear child, sustain you, your sisters and 

3. John A. Washington, ''Harewood Residents Since Samuel Washington and Notes on 
Richard B. Washington and the Last Years at Blakeley and Claymont," Magazine of the 
Jefferson Count_v Historical Society, XXXVIII (December 1972), 60-1. 

4. Millard Kessler Bushong, Historic Jefferson County (Boyce, Ya. : Carr Publishing 
Company, Inc., 1972), 408-409; Julia Davis, ''Chew's Flying Battery," Magazine of the 
Jefferson Count.v Historical Society, XL (December 1974) 13-25; Tombstone, Zion 
Episcopal Church Yard Charles Town, W.Va. 
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c1etj1 

br, tl1er • under thi hca\'.' afOiction. ')' O\Vn grief i • so great. I \Vill not 
a n i l ' () lJ r ll rt h Cr \\' i l h i l . 

i • ouisa \\1ashi ngton 

Faithfully your friend, 

R.E. Lee 
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[_ c' .. ad note, inf arming 1 a ·hington of her father death, had 
• 

been f or\\1arded \\1ith a c \Cr letter to Mr. dward . Turner ~,,hich 
related the circum. tan e of hi · compatriot death and hi di po ition of 
the bod)' and effect . pparentl , Turner, at the time or later, ga ea copy 

f th letter to L u1 a. ee emotion ho ed in hi writing and in hi one 
deletion. 

11 , ear d\\1ard. -

amp at alle River 
14 .. ept. I 61 

I ha ,,c t l1 e mo • t me 1 a n ch o 1. ti d i n g to comm Ll n i cat e. 0 u r friend, Co 1 . 
. Johr1 . \V,1.:hingt n, ~e terda met hi death b the fire from the 
cnen1)1 ptt ct . He accompanied m}' son, it1hugh, on a reconnoitering 
c1· peditior1 and I {ear \\a, carried too far b h1~ 1eal for the cau~e of the 
" o u l h ,,, hi c l1 he had \ t) much at heart. Before th C)' ere aw a re the). we re 
fired upon b)' ,l concealed part~ \ ho fired about 40 hot at four men. He 
,,,,is the onl)' pcr\or1 struck and fell dead from hi hor e. Three ball .. went 
through itzhugh' hor\e . . he hor e of one of the men wa killed . F. 
mou11 tcd ol. \\''~ t1()r\e and brought off h 1 ~ v.1ord. The pot \\1 here the 
"ol. tell \\'a~ in range of the enemy' .. , cannon I recd. ht bod through the 
ourte )' OfthecommandingGenl. of the fltf=ee ate troop underaflag 
f tru e thi morning, I ill for\\ard it to ana a Junction where I hope 

>' OU \Vill me l it and ha,1e it interred where hi famil}' de ire. 
Hi~ dt:~tth i • a grc\ iou aftl1ct1on to me. but what mu ·t it be to ht~ 

berea,,ed hildren ar1d dt trc, ed relati\1es. he ountr)' ha\ met 'Aith a 
1 rcat lo • 1n h1, death. ur encm,e ha\e \tamped their attack upon our 
right \\11th add1t1onal inf am b)' killing the lineal de cendant and 
rcprt cntati,,c ot him \\•ho under guidance of lmight~· Gode tablt hed 
then1 a11d b: hi \' trtuc, rendered our republic immortal . 

1 en I a note for h1 daughter. ay od have mere}' on them all. 

Trul1v & affl . 'our , ., 

. fhi iel er, \''ith min r \'arialion. had ~en pre\1iou 1,, publi hed : <Jutl1er11 

lzr1r /1n1a11, 1 _ r h 14, 19 ... , a quoted in reema11 .. l e. ' ~ 69- 0. 
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P.S. 1 will write to the Qt. Mstr. at Manassas to which his remains will be 
consigned to deliver them to your order. 

R.E.L. 

2nd P .S. I have received his watch, pocket book, and the papers that 
were on hi person- placed them in his valise with his keys. I have al o 
determined to end on his horse and servant and have placed his remains 
and effects in charge of Lt. Carrington who has promised to make the 
best disposition of them pos ible. I cannot attend to them personally 
being now in pursuit of the enemy. 

Lee pens his next letter to Miss Louisa during a very melancholy time 
in his career. On August 31, 1862 at Second Manassas, he had tripped 
and severely injured his hands, breaking a bone in one and badly 
spraining the other, while trying to control his bolting mount, Traveller. 
He could not dress himself with his left hand, nor sign his name with his 
right until the second week of October. At the time of writing this letter, 
Lee had learned of the death on October 20, of his 23-year-old daughter 
Annie at Warren White Sulphur Spring North Carolina.6 

After the retreat across the Potomac from Antietam Creek, Maryland, 
Lee supeivised the defense of Virginia from his headquarters at Falling 
Waters Berkeley County. When a sizeable Union contingent crossed the 
Potomac at Shepherdstown toward the Confederate front at Smithfield 
(M iddleway), Lee rode to the area to examine the situation.7 Perhaps his 
personal grief and current location reminded him of the Washington 
children and the regard that he had for his family. 

My dear Miss Lou 

Camp on Washingtons run 
25 Oct 1862 

I Cannot ex pres how often I think of you & how I wish to See you & 
your Sisters & brother. My daily hope is that Some favourable 
Circumstance will occur to bring me near you & that I may have that 
pleasure~ & yet pleasure is so rare a visitant to my Camp that I am far 
from felling Sanguine. I have wished to write to you Since my arrival in 
your neighborhood, but a painful injury recd on the field of Manassa de­
prived me of the use of both of my hands & though it occurred eight weeks 
since, I am only now beginning to use my right hand & write with difficulty 
& pain. 

6. Freeman, Lee, II , 340, 420-21 . 
7. Ibid., 423-24. 
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~, ell r11c !10,\ ) ' OlJ Llrt.: · , ,, l1ere ) ' Oll ~1rc & 11(>\\' I ar1 Set: ) ' Oti'? C'ttstis lie.ts 
let 111c 110,, , I prcst1111t:) OlJ \\' (ll1lcl ,1ot be ,1fr~1ici C\1C11 tc> (fl111t: to ,1r11p. 
I ,, ill r1ot let ,1r1_, of tl1c) ot111g 111(11 look :it _1<Jt1. J)rc. c11t n1e, er)' kir1dl)' to 
\ 'our., i~tcrs , littl brotl1tr & 
• 

belic,c ,ne ,,,itl1 111t1cl1 c.iffccti( 11 

R. E. Lee 
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,er1er,t l Lee ,wcspor1ded to Mi-. v ashin!:,rton" • letter abc)ut the capture 
f lier c tl ·in.. l1a rle · rn1 i'-'tead lexa nder, after the retreat from 
ett , bt1rg ,1r1cl \\1t1ile l1e prep,1red for a tl1rcatcned attack from Gener,11 

-•~orgc J. 1eadc al()ng the Rapidan Ri er bct\\1ecn R[1pidan Station 
a11d \ ilderr1e s ht1 re 11, i rgi ni a. 9 

1 ,, (ic ·a r ~,1 is l_c, t11 \i.l 

i re d l,1st 11igl1t _1ot1r letter< f tl1c 4th ln~t : i11 refercr1ce to y'Ottr Cot1sir1 
l1arle. 1\le .:,111dcr. IO I a111 \ 1efy' S()ff)' t<.) l1ec1r of l1i'-i c·l)Oditit)ll & l1(lpc 

tl1at l1i --- relea. c 111(1)' be effected & 111" l1e,1lth re"torccJ. I ha\1C v.1 rittc11 to 
)111mr. Ot1ld 11 Cl11 tl1c .. tibject. pl .. l1crc is 11<l ge11er,1I c,cl1,1ngc t)f pri "' <.1ner • 

110\,1 .. btll tile lJ .. ,1utl1<1ritics l1a,1e 1r1 S<ln1c C,iSc • ()n~ct1tcd l<1 the 
e,· ct1a11gc ,f t t1e . il:k & \\' Cltln(ied. I ha,,c rc4ue,tcd \1 r. ()t1ld to 
er1dca, >ur to c·ffcct l1i • e,· cl1ange i11 tl1i, \\' ,l)' . It is ,111 tl1,1t I c,1n do. 

I ,,,i~l1 I tild L ce ) ' OlJ <1g<1i11 ',111 ) 'Ot1r L 1"tcr" Bt1t I do tl<)t Kno,,, 
,,, t1e11 I a11 ha,1e tl1,1t pleasure. ) ' c>u mt1 ·t rcr11en1ber me \1er)' Kindl)' to 
tl1e111 , )' Otir brotl1cr. It is " <) t111cert,tin ,, l1ctl1er tt1is \\1111 C\'er react, )' OtJ 

tt1:1t I n1a~1 tldcl tll,tl I am \\1itl1 great ·1ffecti(>11 most rc ~pt ) ' l)Uf\ 

R E l.,et 

. 11 i cld • t on. ,eorgc \ a t1ington u ti .. l..,ce. born l)n t.:ptcmbcr 16, I 32 . 

. r: recn1n11. I e. tll. 1 -20 . 
10. l1arl ,. .. 1\rn1i tead ,\le , ar1dcr. f\.1a~, I .... I 43- 1,trch 27. I 64 \t.a\ the onl) "<1n of 
• 1i \\' hin 1ton' father,. i .. ttr. 1aria. 1-on1bstone. Zion Epi copal hurct1 Yard. 

hrrrl , ... ,,.,n. \\1. \ 1a.: \\1a;hi11&rton, • H ar,C\\'ood Re ' idc11ts ... and 1 1 ote • on R ,chard B. 
\\1--1 l1i11gt n .... '' I. 
11 . Robert uld ( I ... 0-1 _ . district attorr1c~' for the Di~trict of olumbia before the 
\\'ar. cncd a nfcdcratc t\ ~i ~tar1t. c rctan1 of \\',1r and Confederate Comn1i ioner of 

• 

:., 11 ngc ( J> ri ner) ... ce J .B. Jor1e . ; t Rehel Ji1(1r /erk' · l)i[1r_1· .... ( ... ,,01 -~ 1c,, 't' ork: 
Id J~ i "01)' Bo '- 11 p, 19 ), 11 10 14 .. ; Ed,,1ard ' 'ot1r1gcr, td .. /11sid 1J1e o ,ift'llerate 

o,•er,1111 111: 111 1 iar)' o Rob,. rt Jar/i('k }Iii/ Ke<111, Jlet1rl of 1l1e .811r<'{111 <Jf i11ar ( te"' 

'r' r , ": . • f rd n i it ' 'f> ~ I ) , _ . 
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Although the envelope containing the next letter was postmarked 
August 31 in Richmond and addressed in care of Dr. Fontaine Lippett, 
the year of its origin cannot be established. Also, the accompanying letter 
cannot be located. If the letter were composed in 1865, Lee was in 
Powhatan County, Virginia, on August 31 1865, preparing to travel to 
Lexington to assume the presidency of Washington College. 12 

My dear Louisa, 
I have kept the accompY letter for you during the whole war. It is the 

last that was ever written by your dear father & was sent from the road 
down Elkwater, a few moments before he met his death. 

You know how I have Sorrowed at his loss, but you cannot Know 
what great love I feel towards you, your Sisters & brother. I hope Some 
day to enjoy the pleasure of Seeing you all. Please accept my affectionate 
regards & believe me most truly yours 

RE Lee 

Miss Louisa A. Washington 

The last two letters were written after General Lee had assumed the 
presidency of Washington College. One communication is routine, but 
the other is more significant. 

Lexington Va: 1 Janr 1868 

My dear Miss Louisa 

I enclose you a letter recd this mint. I replied to the writer that I 
intended to do So, & was sure that you & your brothers & sisters would 
be glad to receive the manuscripts mentioned; & gave him your Uncle 
Richards address- Should he not hear from him, within a reasonable 
time, it might be well for him to inform Mr. Osborne how he Could 
transmit him the papers with Safety. 

Wishing you & all with you many happy years of usefulness & 
enjoyment 

I am most truly your friend 

RE Lee 

Miss Louisa A. Washington 

12. Freeman, Lee, IV, 210-25. 
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Lexington Va: 11 Deer 1868 

Y ot1r let tcr b. ' some untov-'ard incident got m1 laid the day of arrival & 
l1a 0 111 ) ( ome to ligl1t th1 morg. I hope therefore that ou will pardon 
t l1(;; dcla , of m , ,1 n ' \\ er . 

• 

. im ple in\cription ~ on monument to the dead harmonize be t with 
ffi}' feelings are more in accordance with my ta te: the name date of 
birtl1 death on the f ror1t face & ome entiment typical of their live & 
ct1,1r,1ctcr: .. on the re er ·e, tell the imp re ive tale. In the ca e of your 
at her .. it might not be out of place to add to the 1n cription on the face, 

"l.hc last proprietor of Mount ernon of the family of Washington: & 
.. cntiment on the re erse might embody the ancient maxim .. which none 
felt m re trongl than him elf It i honourable & gloriou to die for our 

our1 tr)1• In the pre ·ent .. tale of affair it would not be well I think to tate 
1nt1re particularl hi,· de otion & acrifice to hi tale. 

) ' ()U mt1 t ons1der ~hat I ha e written merel a a ugge tion, which 
~'C)tl mt1 ·t reJe tor follow a~ )'OU ma1 think be t. In thi matter it i proper 
that )'our ~entiment & feeling hould be Con ·ulted rather than those of 
other'"· , I prefer that the be trictly Complied with. 

J ha, e been obliged to be brief & to write amid many interruption . 
\\1ith m}' kinde ·t regard to ou r i ter & incere love for yourself 
I am n10'-.t t ru I \10U r.: .. 

RE Lee 

11. l_l1u1~a . \\1 a hington 
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'"fhe Wa h1ngton fami l cha e another epitaph for the monument over 
the 1·emain , of Lieutenant olonel John . Wa hington. It wa from ·the 
c ond ep1 tie Paul the po tle to Timothy Chapter 4, verse 7: 

I ha,1e fought a good fight 
I ha\'e fini hed m1 cour e 
I ha e kept the faith: 13 

Edited by John E. tealey, III 
hepherd College 

I . om tone Zion p1 copal hurch ard, harles Town . a. 
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Summer Picnic 
Did you miss the annual summer Society picnic? Chances are you 

won't next year after hearing what a huge success it was. 
The picnic which was planned for the beautiful yard at the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Blackwell Davis, South Samuel Street, Charles Town, 
on August I I, 1982 was moved inside as the weathe11nan decided at 5:00 
p.m. it was time for a bit of precipitation. How gracious and hospitable 
were the Davis' to let us spread our party, members, friends and food 
throughout their lovely home. 

Well over one hundred folks were on hand to enjoy the fried chicken 
and delicious casseroles, deviled eggs, salads which required a long 
sideboard and two small tables to hold them. Then, of course, there was 
cake, cookies, iced tea and a basket of beautiful cantaloupes. 

Capt. John Schley of Shepherdstown served as picnic Chairman. He 
was assisted by his wife, Jean, Julia Creamer, Frances Hellborn and 
Florence Moore. Mike Henderson of Shepherdstown entertained with 
his songs and guitar before the start of the picnic. 

If you didn't get notice of this picnic, perhaps you should check your 
mailing address. You will certainly want to ''come along'' in 1983. 

Mrs. C. William Moore 


