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Major James Walton Thomson 

hree da before General Robert E. Lee urrendered hi embattled 
rm of o·rthern irginia to the victoriou Union forces ·at 
ppomatto there occurred an unimportant engagement at High 

Bridge, near arm ille. )though the number of oldier who 
panic1pated in thi fight a relati ely mall and the Battle of High 
Bridge had no effect on ub equent event it wa of tremendous 
importance to a Jeffer on ount family who lived in the Summit Point 
neighb rhood. One of their on Jame W. Thom on who had urvived 
four ,·ear of warfare and had ti en to the rank of major in tuart' Hor e 

rtillery, paid the upreme acrifice. He had tran ferred temporarily to 
the ca alry and although wounded in hi arm the day before he led a 
harge again t the numerically uperior enemy and received two new 

\ ound v.1hich pro,1ed fatal. He wa not quite twenty-two years of age. 
Jame alton Thomson wa born in Berryville Clarke County, 

\ 1irginia, October 28 I 43. Hi father John A. Thomson, inherited the 
Ha\\1.horn,., farm in Jeff er on County and with hi family wa living 

there \vhen John Bro n taged hi ill-fated raid at Harpers Ferry in 1859. 
hi threat to the peaceful neighborhood wa met by hundred of 

militiamen \\1ho marched to the picture que town at the junction of the 
I 

t\ o ri er ~. r. horn on accompanied by hi elde t on James joined 
the throng and helped to urround the orthern abolitioni t' mall band 
until relie ed b)' the arri,1al of nited tate Marine commanded by an 
arm colonel, Robert E. Lee . .. 

\ 1la cu tomar with many irginia oung men in imilar 
ircum tanc "' , Jame horn on enjoyed the outdoor life. He wa 

e 'peciall , intere ted in riding, hooting and fi hing. He learned to ride 
almo .,t a oon a he learned to walk and he learned man eque trian 

ill f,rom hi older cou in and fellow- irginian Turner hby, who 
,,,a de tined to become one of the onfederac ' mo t e pert hor emen. 

In ept mber, I 60~ Jimmie Thom on entered the fre hman or plebe 
la t the irginia ilitar)' In titute. He endured the partan existence 
t th exington in titution ithout complaint until the outbreak of 

ho t1liti-..._. in I 61 \\'hen he ,,olunteer d hJ en1ice to hi nati e tate. At 
fir t nt t Richmond t drill ra\ recruit ~ Thom on wa later ordered 
t H rp r err ,_ a particularl , cong nial a ignmen ince he would be 
under 111 rmer . 1.1. rofe or Thoma J. Jack on, and clo e to 

urner lib '· t the ir t Battle of Bull Run. he er ed a a courier to 
J k n, 'ter \1lhich he returned to the alle a a cout for hby'. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Ashby's operations had been so handicapped by 
the lack of artillery that he sought authority to organize a battery to be 
attached to his cavalry command. In this way, he could exercise full 
responsibility. This was the organization on November 11, 1861, of 
Chew's Battery, which was the first battery of horse artillery in the 
Confederate arrny. The original officers were: Roger Preston Chew, 
captain and first commander; Milton Rouss, first lieutenant; and J. W. 
McCarty and James Thomson, second lieutenants. A fourth officer was 
James H. Williams, who was also a lieutenant. After the deaths of Ashby 
and Jackson the battery served with Stuart's Horse Artillery. When 
Lieutenants Rouss and McCarty resigned to join the cavalry in 1862, 
Thomson was promoted to first lieutenant. In February, 1864, when 
Captain Chew was promoted to the command of Stuart's Horse 
Artillery, Thomson succeeded him as captain of the battery. The same 
year he was promoted and commanded, with the rank of major, a 
battalion of horse artillery attached to Rosser's Cavalry Division. 

As a member of Chew's Battery, Lieutenant Thomson saw 
considerable fighting. In the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1862, he 
participated in the Battle of Kernstown, where Stonewall Jackson 
received his only defeat. Near Edinburg, where Ashby attempted to delay 
the Federal advance up the Valley, Chew's Battery fought twenty-eight 
skirmishes in thirty days. Thomson was present when Ashby was 
mortally wounded near Harrisonburg on June 6 and held the dying 
general in his arms until life passed away. The death of his idol, Turner 
Ashby, cast the deepest gloom over the young artillerist, who never 
afterwards mentioned Ashby's name without uttering a sigh. There was 
no time then to give expression to his grief, for the Federals were pressing 
Jackson closely and Chew's Battery helped in the final victory of the 
Valley Campaign at Port Republic. 

The battery was ordered to join General J.E.B. Stuart at Culpeper and 
then crossed the Potomac River into Maryland for Lee's first invasion of 
the North. It was engaged in the Antietam Campaign and later, in 1863, 
served with the main force of the Army of Northern Virginia at 
Gettysburg. In 1864, Chew's Battery fought constantly on Lee's flanks 
and was in most of the cavalry engagements of that year. It returned to 
the Valley to participate in General Jubal Early's Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign of 1864. 

In the final retreat from Petersburg and Richmond in 1865, Major 
Thomson and the other horse artillery officers joined the cavalry to 
which their commands were attached. The terrain precluded horse 
artillery operations in the area and some of them, including Major 
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.. rhom on, real),, preferred ca\1alr:>' ervice to that in the artillery. In order 
t pr tect tl1e \Vagon-train'> of the retreating onfederate the ca airy 
ought a kirmi ' h \ ith their pur uer ' on pril 5 and Thom on received a 
'light fle 11 wound in the arm. 

h ne t da , pril 6, the ca alry1 di i ion of Major General 
Fitzhugh l __ ee and Thoma Ros er ere ordered to mo e to High Bridge 
on tl1c r ad to arm ille. hen a courier ought Major Thom on' aid 
to engage f-ederal inf an tr)' ~1ho had ad anced too far ahead of their main 
b d ,, the artilleri t-turned-ca alryman took charge of the Confederate 
kirrnt~hcr .. ' . he rode to the front, Major Thom on wa unu ually 

, ilcnt. \\1hen a friend inquired the rea on, Thom on replied, "I dreamed 
about he me, and for the fir t time ince fve been in the army I feel a if 
omething i going to happen . 

._ ometl1ing did happen. the Confederate cavalry were attacking 
ab ut one thou and enem foot- oldier with Major Thom on leading 
the ad\1an e, the brave officer wa truck b two bullets either of which 
\\'Ould ha e pro\1ed fatal - one in the jugular \ein and the other in the 
b d)'. fter uttering a deep groan, he reeled in the addle and fell dead. 

lthough the nfederate l t e eral other valuable officer at High 
Bridge, the. ucceeded in defeating and capturing mo t of the enem . 
·111 m. n\ remain.. \ ere later taken to Winche ter, where they were 
interred lo e to the gra,1e of Brigadier General Turner A hby and hi 
brother. aptain Richard hb)1• 

for hi phy, ical appearance ajor Thom on wa de cribed as 
bci11g i i fe t tall, broad- houldered. erect and old1erl in bearing, free 
fron1 ne l1ine . , and bro~'n-haired. Hi e., e ere dark gra . 

Hi " militaf)' career \\'a di t1ngui hed for coolne .. under fire, 
unflin hing courage olicitude for the comf on and afet)' of hi 

mn1and, qui kne , in eeing and eizing ad antageou po ition , da h 

and audacit , in action, implicit obedience to order. , uperb 
h r man 'hip. and dead I}' mark man hip. 

11e of aj r Thon1 n" admirer eulogized hi hero ith the 
f llo\ 1in 1 on1ment: --~Thu endeth the brief tor)' of a ~1outh who in the 
" i111pl1 1t_ ' f ha lif c, in th~ 1nglene o hi .., patrioti ' ffi, in the perfection of 
hi ur,1g _ in tl1e aithf ulne of hi friend hip ~, and in the promptne~ 

f hi .. l - 'tcrifi e eqt1alled an_, .. 'oung ,reek 1mmortalized b_ Homer. 

11 ii lard K. Bu hong 
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A Factual Account of the Wedding 
At Harewood 

Of James and Dolley Madison 
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It appear that the long accepted account 1 of thi wedding wa 
publi hed in a volume entitled Memoir and Letter of Doll_v Madison, 
w·ife o_f Jame. Madi on, President of the United State . Below thi title 
there appear Edited b_i Her Grand- iece. In the copy made available to 
thi riter at the ni er it of irginia Library the name Lucia B. Cutt 
i. hand ritten beneath thi editorial tatement. 2 

he printer of the book wa Houghton Mifflin and Company. The 
date a l 6, almo t a century after the event. 

he grand-niece, account of the wedding i printed a follow : 

... and in eptember, 1794, Mr . Todd left Philadelphia to drive to 
Harewood, her 1 ter' place in irginia where the wedding was to take 
place. fortunate} the weather was bright and beautiful as the gay 

l\1alcade \ ere a week on their wa : Mr . Todd in an open barouche .. 
accompanied b her 1 ter, nna a child of twel e year the little bo and 
a maid. r. adi on and e eral of their mutual friend driving or riding 
be5ide them. 

mo t delightful picture i gi en of thi country wedding; friend and 
neighbo from far and near dri ing O\-er. ranci Madi on Harriet 

a hington. and man}· of the connection taying for day , keeping up a 
pr longed merry-making. 

he girl .. , , 1ing 1th each other 1n obta1n1ng memento of thee ening 
cut in b1t .. the echlin lace from Mr. Madi on hirt ruffle • and amid a 
,hovler of rice the laughing bride and groom dro e off to Montpelier hi 
fa t her' e tate in Orange aunt , irgin1a. 

In rd r to pr ent a factual account it • neces ary to gi e a brief 
re\1ie of the Ii e of each of the participant prior to the e ent at 
H r wood . ortunatel ~ during the pa t decade t o biographie have 
b en publ1 h d. In 197 there appeared .Mr. Jame Madison, The 
/11 co1nparabl Dolle) b the] tephen rnett publ. hed b the 

iedmont Pr , reen boro orth arolina and in 1979 The 
1acli ·0 11.. b_1 1irginia oore publi hed b the McGra Hill Book 

mp n '· 

' \ I I. I. . . 
2 oil·,' "i tcr, nna Pa 'ne, married ongr man Richard utt from 

1 a a ch u t t • i l ri of M a in e in I 04. 
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Dolley Payne's birth is recorded in the records of the New Garden 
Quaker Meeting in North Carolina. After recording the names of her 
parents, John and Mary Payne, and two older brothers, there appears 
''Dolley, their daughter was born ye 20 of ye 5 mo 1768." The Paynes had 
moved from their home in Hanover County Virginia to this all-Quaker 
settlement in 1765. In 1769, a yearning for their native county caused 
them to return, where they settled on part of Mrs. Payne's family 
property, Coles Hill. Here they lived for much of the fourteen years 
preceding the move to Philadelphia. The children attended school at the 
Quaker Meeting House. 

In later life, Dolley recalls having lived at Scotch town, which was 
bought by Patrick Henry in 1771. Virginia Moore refutes the belief that 
John Payne once owned trus plantation and speculates that he and his 
family lived there for several years during which he rented it or was the 
overseer. 

The move to Philadelphia in 1773, when Dolley was fifteen, placed the 
family in a hospitable Quaker environment where higher education was 
available. John Payne's outspoken opposition to slavery and his action in 
freeing his own slaves had antagonized a majority of non-Quakers in 
Hanover County. 

In Philadelphia, Dolley was to witness her father's grief-stricken death 
after failing in business resulting in his being read out of meeting for not 
paying his debts; and in 1791, her valiant mother's establishment of a 
"select'' boardinghouse. This date coincides with the first influx of United 
States senators and congressmen, who in 1790 had voted to move from 
New York. 

It was in 1790 that Dolley married a young Quaker lawyer, John 
Todd, whose success enabled them to purchase a substantial home in 
which were born two sons. In 1793, disaster struck the city in the form of 
yellow fever. John Todd sent his family to safety and paid with his life for 
refusing to desert the stricken populace. On the same day, the infant son, 
who had never been sturdy, also died. The widowed Dolley returned to 
live in their home with the surviving son named John Payne, and called 
Payne. 

James Madison (1751-1836) was eight years old when his father built, 
on his Orange County property, the new house which he named 
Montpelier. James was a studious lad and was persuaded by his tutor at 
Montpelier to attend the Presbyterian College of New Jersey at 
Princeton. There he was a brilliant student, a free thinker majoring in 
Theology and becoming intrigued with all aspects of religion. When he 
returned to Montpelier in the spring of 1772, he had decided not to be a 



19 

rni11ist r and had been jilted b)' a ~ oung lad whom he had hoped to 
marl)'. Hi atl1er had planned that he Vlould act a a tutor at Montpelier. 
~l is n1ind bec,1me alarminglj' un 'ettled and he actually pent ome weeks 
at Ber ele)' , pring in an effort to gain hi equilibrium. 

cidi on ~ complete re toration to health began with the new of the 
B ston ~ ea Party. irginia joined Mas achu ett in evicting it Royal 

, , 1erno1· hi a lute mind en i 1oned the po ibility of devi ing a form of 
go\1ernn1ent ,vhich re pected the right of the individual. Con idered 
t1nfit t .. or militaf)' ervice, in 1776 he wa cho en by hi di trict a their 
repr ~entati,,e at the fir t irginia onvention. A he et out for 

illiam 'burg, he \'la beginning a term of public ervice which was to last 
f 01· fort)' ~,ears. • 

t the convention, he helped draft the famou Bill of Right , o widely 
copied el e\\1here, and here he began hi lifelong friend hip with Thomas 
Jeffer n. In 177 he became a member of the Governor' Council, 
\\1orking clo "el)' with Jeff er on and Patrick Henry. A an elected member 
o tl1e ir1effectual Con titutional Congre in 1780, he supplied to that. 
feeble bod)' an es ent1al qualit~ of "tate man hip. Back in the Virginia 
1-Jegi ~lature in 17 3, he carried on ucce fully Jeffer on' truggle for the 
:~paration of church and tate. Finally" as a member of the 

on .._ tittiti nal onvention in 17 7,. at the age of 36, he took "a leading 
pan in tl1e management of e en1 great que tion~ and earned the la ting 
title " athcr of the on titution.,, 

In Pl1il,1dt:lphia during the pring of 1794 it wa a a member of 
ongre : rom irginia that he noticed the hand ome young widow, 
o11e , Pavne .. r .. odd. He a ked hi friend.. enator aron Burr, who had . _, 

b arded \\1ith · r". Pa~1ne, to introduce him. Evidently he quickly 
di pellcd her unea ine 0\1er being \ l ited by ~the great little Madi on'' 

nd before the .. um mer \1la , o er he had a ked her to marry him. he wa 
t ,,,cnt~ - 1 • and he f on)1-three year of age. 

I olle\' could not ma.ke up her mind. ongre adjourned and 
adi r1 r .turn d unl1appily to ontpelier. he decided to rent her 

hou e ,tnd~ \\1ith her i ter.. nna .. and " on .. Payne, ent to \1i it relati e 
in H~1n ,,er ou11t. 1 and then her "i ter uc~1, at Harev.rood. During the 
pre,1i u 1ear l .. u 1 had married the Pre ident nephew and ward 
,e re L tcpt e Va hington \Vho ,va finishing hi, education in 

I hil delphia. Thi a~1ne onnecti n \1lith the ir t ad11 lend credence 
to the t , th t anh nt for Dolle , and encouraged her to accept 

adi n pro. o~, I. 
I urin., h r t , in Hano\' r ount)' Dolle , made up her mind. 

t ppi11 bri n, in ~r deri burg~ he ent a letter to ontpelier 
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promising Madison to ''share her life with him." Madison's delighted 
reply is dated August 18. As soon as he was able to complete several 
commitments, he joined her at Harewood. 

The wedding occurred on September 15. In a letter to Eliza Lee, her 
maid of honor when she married John Todd, Dolley states that the only 
persons invited ouside the immediate family were a Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
who had "left the neighborhood to our great regret." Mentioned as being 
present were Dolley's sister, Anna Payne; George's sister, Harriot 
Washington; Mrs. Payne, who was probably living at Harewood with 
her younger daughter, Mary;* and, of course, two-year-old Payne Todd. 
The minister was a cousin of the groom, the Reverend Mr. Alexander 
Balmaine of Winchester. 

Dolley's wedding dress and bridal wreath are preserved in the 
Greensboro Historical Museum in North Carolina. Also displayed are a 
pair of low-heeled satin slippers. Both participants were five feet, six 
inches in height. The low heels ensured a uniformity in this respect as they 
spoke their vows. 

That the wedding be a simple one was especially appropriate for Mrs. 
Payne who was witnessing for the second time the marriage of a daughter 
to a non-Quaker. That Dolley would be read out of meeting for being 
married by a "hireling priest" was bound to follow, and did. 

But certainly Lucy and George could be counted on to provide 
appropriate gaiety. Both biographers refer to Lucy as the liveliest of the 
Payne sisters and James Madison's conversations are described as filled 
with witticisms. 

The newlyweds stayed at Harewood for five days before setting out on 
their wedding trip. Since the house contains only two bedrooms, it has 
been surmised that they used the one room stone office which faces the 
house. It has been said, however, that there were other one-storied 
structures built of log. 

The place chosen for their visit was the home, twenty miles south of 
Winchester, of Madison's sister, Nelly, who had married Major Isaac 
Hite, Jr. At that time, the Major was absorbed with the building nearby 
of a new home, Belle Grove. 

*Mary Payne married Congressman John George Jackson from western Virginia in 1800. 
(From a later generation of this Jackson family, there emerged a member known as 
"Stonewall.") 
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n their r turn to Hare ood Madi on wrote the following letter to 
hi ~ f ther at ont pelier: 

Ha rewo d, ctober 5. 1794 
ear and Honord .. ir: 

I ha e detained '" am, by horn I end thi , o much longer than I 
intended and ou e pected. that many apologie are due for the liberty. I 
hope it ill be a uffic1ent one that I found him indi pen able for a variety 
of little er,1ice , hich I did not particularl take into view before I left 

range. he e he can him elf explain~ and I therefore leave the task to 
him, proceeding to the h1 tor of what relate to my elf. On my arrival 
here .. I a able to urge o man convenience in hastening the event 
\\~hich I ol1cited. that it took place on the 15th ult. On the Friday 
folio ing we et out accompanied b Mi . Payne and Mi Harriot 

a hington, on a I it tom i ter Hite, where we arrived the next day~ 
ha ing topped a night at 1nche ter with Mr. Balmaine. We had been a 
da 1 or t o only at Mr. Hite~ . before a light indi po ition which my wife 
had felt for e eral da . ended in a regular ague and fever. The fit tho 
ucceeded b compleat intermi ion were o evere that I thought it 

prudent to call in a Ph ician from Winche ter. Doer Mackay not being 
in the a Doer Bald in attended and by a (deci i e) admini tration of 
the Bark oon e pelled the complaint. he ha ince reco ered very fa t 
nd J hope not ith tanding a light indi po ition thi morning which 

ma · be the effect of fatigue and change of weather that it return is not in 
the le t to be apprehended. We left Mr. Hite' the day before ye terday. 

ur time wa p ed there ith great plea ure on our ide and I hope 
v ith not le on the other. Our departure howe er was embittered by the 
lo • u tained the night preceeding b my 1 ter which you will have an 
ccount o from r. H. by th1 opportunity. In about 8 or IO day we 

e peel to et out for Philadelphia, and your daughter-in-law begs you 
and m f mother to accept her be land mo t re pectful affection , which 
he m an to e • pre her elf b an earl opportunity. he wi he Fanny 

al o to be en ible of the plea ure ith which a corre pondence with her 
'Ould be carried on ... 

ith m.. incere pra er that perfect health and e ery other good may 
attend \' OU both l .. 

remain r affect on 
J . ad1 on Jr. 

o in thin ing of thi edding at Hare ood we mu t di card our 
--U t med pi ture of high f ri olit and env· ion in tead a quiet 

---r m n , ~ 1hi h united l\\'O per on vlho together ere de tined to pla a 
maJot r I in the earl , and rugged ear of our nation capitol. 
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ADDENDUM 

When the widower, Thomas Jefferson, entered the White House in 
1801, he appointed, as his Secretary of State, James Madison. During 
Jefferson's eight year tenure, Dolley was counted upon to act as hostess 
on state occasions. During the following eight years of Madison's 
presidency, Dolley was First Lady in her own right. 

The following tribute was written by the Danish Ambassador after a 
gala reception during Jefferson's presidency: 

What need you manners more captivating, more winning, more 
polished than those of that amiable woman? I have, by turns resided in all 
the courts of Europe, and most positively I assure you, I never have seen 
any Duchess, Princess, or Queen, whose manners, with equal dignity, 
blended equal sweetness. Her stately person, her lofty carriage, her affable 
and gracious manne~, would make her appear to advantage at any court in 
the world. Upon my soul, I have often exclaimed to myself, as I have seen 
her moving through admiring crowds, pleasing all by making all pleased 
with themselves, I often have exclaimed- 'She moves a goddess, and she 
looks a queen.' 

The high point of Madison's presidency was the War of 1812, called by 
his many detractors "Madison's War." Its outcome ended forever 
Britain's contemptuous attitude toward its former colonies, which 
included the repeated impressment of our captured sailors to serve on 
English men-of-war. The humiliating burning of Washington was an 
incidental event in the progress of the British fleet up the Chesapeake Bay 
with the objective of destroying the port of Baltimore. Shipyards here 
built the sleek Baltimore clippers which repeatedly out-maneuvered and 
outdistanced their pursuers. The repulse of the fleet at Fort McHenry 
and of the British troops at North Point, together with naval victories on 
Lake Erie and Lake Champlain were capped by the staggering victory at 
New Orleans; 700 British regulars killed, 1,400 wounded and 500 
captured, against 7 Americans killed and 6 wounded. 

The entire world took notice. The United States had become a world 
power. 

J. A. W., M. D. 
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Pottery in the 1800s 
The ei Potter hepherdstown, West Virginia 

Reprinted b11 permis ion of S~tt,cli<J P<Jtte,-

uring the l,1te l 700 and earl I 00 , a thri ing pottery indu try 
cl i ted along the ea~ t coa t of the nited tate from ew England to 
Fl rida and aero to the Midwe -t. Many potter worked in the henan­
doah alley f irginia and in the area that i now known a We t 

\' irginia. he)' made torage jars, batter bowl , pitcher , and other 
cro er , container .. \\'hich ha e now become collector, item . 

or the gro ing number of twentieth century potter earching for an 
merican t1·adition in the craft the e potter and the ware the made 

are 1gnificant. arl merican potter erved ociety in a very functional 
\\1a~1, and , a it ha re entl been realized in an arti tic en e a well. 

an , of the pot .. of thi period are beautiful in the imp le 
under tatcment_ here function take , precedence o er form. The rough 
pebble le tt1re of .. alt glazing, the occa ional dent from aggar the 
mokc from firing and the inherent roughne of the clay (due to 

itnpuritie" and coar e grinding of the clay) ha e cau ed them to be 
O\ erl c ked b.. tho e Vlho are more familiar with the J a pane e or 

t1ropean tradition of pottery making. 
ne of the earl~, potterie located in the henandoah alley ~,a the 

\\' et I Potter,' located in hepherd "' to n, We t irginia, (not far from 
Harper .. , err)') whi h began in the early 1800 and operated until 190 I. 
John eorge \ ei ~ f under of the ei Potterie " Ii ed in Hager town" 

af)1land (then called lizabeth 1 OVv'n), where he wa a potter and a 
hoolteacher. He e tabli hed potterie in Hager "town and in 
hepherd tO\\'n. The potter)' in hepherd to\\ n (a tO\\'n that Vr'a part of 

the tat f \1irginia until I 63, \vhen it became part of the eparate tate 
f We t irginia \\'a , for 1ear"' called .. ei orner.' I though no\\' 

there i.., n . ,,i ible ign of the original potter)', recent e ca\ation .. in thi 
area ha\1e unc vered a .. hard dump e\1eral feet deep. 

\ ' hen John 1eorge \\1ei died in I 04, hi son George took 0\1er the 
pcration of the Hager tov.1n and the , hepherd"'tov.1n potterie . George 

\\1l:i had 1 our on, : Henf)' and Johr1. \\1ho operated the pottery in 
Ha r t \\1n· and ' illiam and Jame~, \Vho \•lith their father operated the 

l1ephcrd to\,1n ott f)'. ,eorge died in I and tl1e pottCI)' operation .. 
the n c 11 to 111 n . 

I . Pronotin cd I II ' a either ~,, i e" r .. , i e." 
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The story of the pottery made by the Weises is very much like that of 
other early American pottery which was made in the rural South. The 
shapes were simple, forthright, functional, and uncomplicated. The clay 
used at the pottery was always earthenware, a low-fire red clay which was 
abundant throughout the country. A wagonload of raw clay in the late 
1700s cost less than two shillings- approximately the same as the price of 
a cord of firewood. The Weis' clay came mostly from a cliff above the 
Potomac River, west of Shepherdstown. 2 

The red clay was brought to the pottery by horsecart. It was then 
ground much the way that flour was ground at a mill-between two 
large, round, flat stones. The top stone was attached to a pole, which in 
turn was attached to the harness of a horse. The horse walked slowly in a 
circle, turning the stone which ground the clay. 

Next the clay was mixed with water, until it had the consistency of 
heavy bread dough, and it was then wedged to remove impurities and air. 
(The process was not a refined one by today's standards.) After the clay 
was mixed and wedged, it was ready to be thrown. The Weis family used 
a treadle wheel. The treadle moved a shaft which was offset at its 
connection in a way similar to an automobile crankshaft, and then 
connected to a flat round head upon which the clay was turned. 

Along with common storage jars, the Weises made dough trays, 
cuspidors, cake molds, pie plates, and pitchers. An accomplished potter 
could produce, in one workday, more that 200 ''gallons" or "pounds''­
terms which refer to the holding capacity of the containers produced. 

Once made, the pots were set out to air dry. Occasionally, the lip of a 
flower pot or a pie plate was fluted after the pot was thrown. There was 
no biscuit firing of the ware. Dry pots were then glazed, usually only on 
the inside, with little or no decoration. Since the earthenware was porous, 
the pots had to be glazed on the inside if they were not to leak or permit 
the evaporation of the contents of the pot. Some pots were purposefully 
left unglazed because the process of evaporation would cool the liquid in 
the pot, and the farmers in the field could count on a drink of cool water 
from an unglazed vessel. 

2. This land was located behind a large stone home called "Bellevue," which 
belonged to the Shepherd family, the founding family of Shephardstown. For a 
time, there was a falling out between the two families, and the dark red clay so 
familiar to the Weis Pottery was temporarily replaced by a lighter red clay from a 
different source. 



25 

t earthenv.1are glaze of thi period contained lead, and a recipe 
r m the b rl Pottel)' in nearb tra burg irginia wa typical: 

ommon Pot Glaze 
6 Mea ure of Cla 

9 Mea ure of Red Lead 
I Pint of Pap3 

P tter a fired in hat wa called a groundhog kiln. A typical kiln in 
th henandoah alle a woodfired and dug into the ground~ or at 
l a t urrounded b a great deal of earth in order to upport the Roman 
arch roof th t made up the top of the kiln. Groundhog kiln were difficult 
to I d a the had to be tacked through the firemouth of the kiln. 

ften a child ho c uld fit ea ii through the firemouth would help 
t k the kiln.4 

nee tacked the kiln wa read to light off in what wa called a 
burning of the are. The fir t f e . hour went lowly in order to drive 
ut th moi ture remaining in the cla ince the preliminary bi cuit ·firing 
a~ milted. Fired with ood, the Wei kiln could reach it final 

temperature of I 00° 9 2° ) ithin 12 to 15 hour . Cooling could take 
e eral day , depending on the ize of the kiln. 

oon a the kiln a unloaded, the pot ere either helved and old 
t the p tte or loaded onto hor e-drawn cart packed with traw and 

t ken around the count I)' ide for ale. The need for pottery wa con tant, 
nd the mo t f the pot ere old a oon a the became a ailable. In 

the earl l O .. gallon jug old fort ent -fi e cent : a teapot for twenty 
nt rt, ent -fi\1e cent depending on ize· a pie di h for four and one­

h If ent • a glazed chamberpot old for fi e cent . 
he primary purpo e of the ei potter wa to function a 

~ it hen are. and ~ hether a pot a warped or had agged from an 
e c .... of heat ~ ould not aff e t the . ale of the pot. There a uch a 
d mand or th arthen~ are pot in the earl I 00 that time ~a eldom 
ta n to de or te th m. ither the ei e did not ha e read acce to 
the ide u d or de orati\1e purpo e .. or the had little intere ' t in 
u de or t1 n, a their p tter)' i di tincti e in it plainne . one of 

• h o me ort .. probabl ' grain or fruit . 
4. ln heir boo .. T/1 /1e11a11cloaJ1 Poi rer) ' ( tra burg~ a.: . henandoah 

u 11 hin Houe, ln . ._1 _ . . H. RiceandJohn troudtincludealetterdated 
I .__..,,. fr m I hn Bell of , tra burg, to hi brother amuel Bell, of a)'ne boro, 
P nn ,1v ni . h letter i,, de"" cription of a tonev.'are groundhog kiln which 
ohn h d .......... n ' tru led. nd \\1hich .... _muel ub equentl)' mo ed into round~ 

d m -r iln \\•ith 1 ... 4 nue hol nd four fire hol . 
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the Weis potters signed their pots. Few rural potters did. Seldom did the 
rural potter view himself as an artist or what he was making as an art 
form. Signing a pot may have seemed presumptuous to the early potters 
of our country. The Weis's pottery is however, distinguished by the thick 
enunciated lip, a faint thumbnail banding on the collar and open, 
upright shapes with predominate. 

The Weis house in Shepherdstown was originally a wood frame 
building. In 1815, a fire at the pottery destroyed the frame house. The 
story goes that one night, after he and his friends had had their fill of 
whiskey to keep them warm, James Weis, who was in charge of the 
pottery at Shepherdstown, fell asleep while firing the kiln. The fire in the 
mouth of the kiln got out of control and ignited the wooden fence which, 
unfortunately, ran alongside the kiln to the house, and the fire burned 
down the house. 

The brick house which was built by George Weis in 1818 to replace the 
wood frame house was sold in 190 I to George Beltzhoover, a lawyer and 
the founder of Shepherd College. Thus ended a pottery business which 
spanned three generations and more than one hundred years. 

By the mid- l 800s, high-fire stoneware was gaining popularity in 
America, and this affected the sale of the Weises low-fired earthenware. 
There is no evidence that the Weis family ever attempted to fire 
stoneware. George Weis died in 1857, and the overall responsibility for 
the potteries, both in Hagerstown and in Shepherdstown, fell to his son 
William. The growth in importance of high-fire stoneware with its light­
colored clay and deep blue cobalt decoration, as well as its durability­
greater than the more fragile earthenware- contributed to the decline of 
the Shepherdstown pottery in the 1880s. When the pottery closed, the 
unsold redware remaining was dumped in the Potomac River. 5 

One can only wonder what might have happened to the Weis family 
pottery had they changed from earthenware to stoneware, as did other 
potters in the area at that time. No doubt the American Civil War also 
affected the operation of the pottery. The great battle of Antietam was 
fought a few miles from Shepherdstown, as were the many battles at 
Harpers Ferry. Nearby Winchester, Virginia, changed hands seventytwo 

5. As sales of the redware fell~ the Weises led a very meager existence. They never fully paid 
for the new brick house. and according to local lore family members began suffering the 
effects of lead poisoning- loss of hair and "pallor of cheek." 
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tin1e dur·ing the "'ar. It i po .. ible that illiam and Jame Wei took 
ad\1( r1tage t .. the bu hel of lead bullet found on the battlefield at 
1 ntietan1, gri nding them into glaze material.6 

I otter ' c lntributed to the development of thi countr during the 
ei 1htcen tl1 and nineteenth centurie .. in \1ery practical way . In the 1600 , 
n10 t of the \ are u 'ed b)1 the coloni t wa imported from England. 
~ ·10\\1)_ , tl1c merican pottery indu try 'A,ith it ngli h and German 
l1erit,1gc, de,,eloped. One need onl to look at the ware produced b)1 

earl)' mcr1can potter , e\peciall in the northern colonie , to realize the 
high tc,1e) of craft 'man\hip which the potter~ po e ed. The pot were 
str ng, ound, and fitted to their purpo e and the everyday condition 
under \\1hich the \\1ere u ed. Man)' potter today \\ould find it difficult to 
duplicate the shape , made by the e potter . The importance of pottery 
\\'a" attributable to the lack of alternati\ e . What would a per on u e for 
a t rage , e el, if not cla ? hat would he u L e for bowl if not cla)1? 

nl. 1 the \Vealth r could afford pewter or tin. 
The gener,:il decline of the famil potter indu try in thi country can 

ht: traced to the growth of cottage craft in England and of factory 
potterie,~ in merica during the latter part of the 1800 . The Engli h 
prodt1ced a great deal of commonware, much of ~hich wa imported 
into th1 countr)'· B_, tl1e beginning of the twentieth century the potterie 
in merica, \\1hether they' produced tone are or earthen\\-are'I were in 
gre,1t decline. achine~ had been de eloped that could turn out 
ft1r1ctional \\1arc fa ter nd cheaper than the throwing potter could. 

~ omc potter, continued working in the henandoah Valley through 
the I 920~ becau e their ervice fulfilled a need for the people Ii ing 
in1mediatcl}1 ,1 round the potterie •. The la t da of the ~heel-u ing potter 
c 1ne \\1itl·, the I epre ion and economic collap e of this country during 
the 19_ 0 . Prol1ibi tion al o pla)1ed a part in the decline of fan1il)1 potterie , 

n1uch f tl1e ountr ," \\1hi e_, had pre\ iou ly been packaged in wheel-
thro\1ln jug and bottle '. 

\\1hat l1ad b en a gr at heritage in thi countr)' d1. appeared hy the 

beginning of the econd \ arid ar. fter the \\1ar, mo. t univer. 1tie 

tl1"1t h d pl1ttcr,, or ceramic our c employed a. an instructor, omeone 
,,h l1,td b en tr,tined in uropc or by a European. 1-he tradition of 

f\ m,e r i ~ a n pot l r , \\'a. i ) n o rt: d in the fi t )'-Ye a r d ec Ii n e . 

. l{ icc 11d . trOltdt. ,n 11111 
.. <;J1e11t111tl<1t1/1 P,,11er1·dc rib ·d 110\\ the 11ell fa mil)' in Stra burg 

l, .... , .. ,-,,ppcr cttl . 1i11 utcn .. ii. .. ar1d lead bt111ct a11d lc;1d \,eight. to grind f(lr glaze . ·1-hr 
ttuthor- ~ th .. t , tcr the 11, ttlc of t=-i her' I~ ill (. ol1th of. lra. bt1rg) .. J, seph F='i her told 
h ,, l1c rr .. thcred bu l1el lc~ld btillet . , ftcr hi father plO\'-Cd their field, and to<>· thc111 to 
the Bell p ttc~ or u c r,~ l1t1c 1nr1tcrial. 
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Several storage crocks which show the utilitarian nature of the Weis pottery. A faint 
banding done with a thumbnail, under a thick lip, lead glaze on the interior, and the red 
color of the clay are clues to the maker's identity as none of the pots were ever signed. 

This 8" high storage crock shows wear on the lip where it was used as a knife sharpener in 
the kitchen of Miss Gladys Hartzell, Shepherdstown. As a storage jar, cheesecloth dipped 
in wax would be tied with a string under the thick enunciated lip. 

With the reinterest in pottery in this country in the 1950s, we did not 
look toward ourselves, but toward the centuries-old tradition of 
potterymaking in Japan. Only in the past few years have American 
potters started to look at their own heritage, and they have found it a 
sound one. The pots of the eighteenth and nineteenth century American 
potters may not be light, graceful, or highly decorated; in fact, they are 
comparatively heavy and unsophisticated. There is something about the 
shapes, however, that is right for their use in the kitchens of a young and 
rapidlygrowing nation. This is the spirit of the pottery of our country. 
The pots had a purpose, and their shapes fit that purpose. From the time 
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the ball of clay got on the head of the heel, the pot had an owner. It had 
a purpo e and a place \\1l1ere it \vould be used again and again. Mo t 
in1portant .. tl1e potter had an obligation to fulfill. There wa no making of 
the pot f r its O\\' n 'a ke. l .. he pot~ '"ere made to f ulfilJ a need, not an 
ae thetic for the pot , ere meant to tore lard, help quench thir t, erv'e 
f d and light the dark. There i an inherent qualit called ,~iih1ne~s.s of 
/ L11·p< .~·e that de,,eloped into the gracefu lne of early American potter)'. 

Re nold and Pamela Parziale 

Placement of m in Church 

hi p 11 rJ gru,'e mark r ·a. mad h~· \\'illism \\'ei for his famil_' plc>l in Elmwoc>d 
met r_, .. h pherd tc>\\n . . c ing it · det rioratil>ll, Ii · Blan h \ 'ontz. \\'ei:' 

gr ndd u~hter hud it r n10\' 'Cl n11d gi,·e11 to .. t. t> ter, l"utheran ( 'hurch. 1·hc .--hape l)f the 
urn i imil r l · th dr tin ti1 nd art ~ian ~ell pipes n1ade b~ thr \\' i • p<Jtt r} durin~ the 
1 00',. 
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urin the pa t 1ear, thi commi ion ha been much concerned with 
the routing f the projected harle Town Bypa a it join Route 340 

uth of harle own on it a to Rippon. 

In tober the e t irginia Department of Highway announced 
that it re erred route would cro Old ave Road before joining the 
Ripp n road. hi choice ignored the recommendation which had been 
r qu ted from thi Landmark ommi ion that the alternate route be 
u ed ~,hich uld ing to the right and join the Rippon Road before it 
juncti n \.\1ith Old a e Road. 

Thi corn mi i n r ponded b appearing before the County 
mm1 i ner ho appointed u with a prote t which ub equently 

wa upp rted b them in a letter to the Department of Highway . 

he ub tan e of our objection to the~ preferred route' i a follow : 

he fir t ut landing hou e affected a one dri e outhward is 
int n .. built c. l 40 and no owned by Mr. Randolph Haye a 

de endant f the builder. Here the dual road would treak aero the 
br ad ie to the ea t at a di tance to 550 feet. 

he inter e tion ith Old a e Road would occur in the broade t 

p rtion f thi cenic alle . The asphalt trip which compo e an 
int r e tion ith a dual l1igh a ould replace the pre ent greenery and 
tt1e n i e of high p ed truck ould re erberate between the enclo ing 
hill . n the h1llt p to the e_t at a di tance f 660 feet tand pringland 
built . I 40 nd hand omel retored b it pre ent owner Mr. Ro 

inglet n. ettled into the oppo ite hill ide to the we t tand Little 
. )mington built in the earl I 00 and no o ned b Mr. Edgar 

hiting. rom it main floor ith it ele ated columned porch._ thi 
p ilat1on of the \1 lie ' \\' uld be a di a ter. The highwa ould then 
I nt tO\\' rd th outh,\1e t and enter a ut in thi ~ hill hich ould pa 

th hitin hou at a di tance of 0 feet. he modern home of r. 
lien r h 11 vlould e demoli hed. 

he lternate r ut ~ \\ hich ould a\1oid thi I ndmark area, v.1ould 
urv t h right pa ing r a 'hort d1 tan e pa t the north e t corner of 

\ 1 int n t 1 t n f 0 f e t ~ be , n d hi h it o u l d enter a cut in the 
J 

hill t th ,i., t n cm r e immedi tel 1 in ront of the modern home of 
1r. ,1 nnin mith. ne o he dire tor of thi ociet 1• -
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Recent reports from Charleston indicate that the latter route is now 
''pref erred." Also a much longer route is being considered which would 
swing to the southeast of this entire area and cross Old Cave Road near 
the cave itself . 

• 



Historic Shepherdstown Commission 
Restoration Project 

33 

Pha e ne of the ntler Hotel re toration project, begun in eptember 
19 0 i all but complete. hile olunteer are continuing to put the 
fini hing touche on the Prince treet ide of the building two large 
meeting room" modern bathroom and the pantr are already in use. 

e\1eral local organization ha,1e elected pace in the econd floor and 
are reno 1ating room for office and meeting place . 

hank ,. to a laude orthington Benedum Foundation grant 
pro e ional tructural ork on the olde t extant ection of the hotel a 
t\J - tory ing destined to hold formal reception rooms, a mu eum and 
archi\1e , \'lill begin in utumn 1981. The remainder of the work in thi 
area \Vill be completed by' killed and non- killed volunteer . 

he , henandoah-Potomac Garden Council ha made a major 
contribution to ard e terior re toration by donating fund to rebuild 
the tone \\1all and iron fence on the ea t ide of the building and to 
land cape the unken garden . 

• 

ean \1hile the Hi toric hepherd town Commi ion is engaged in a 
number of f und-rai ing acti itie de igned to match the Federal grant 
u ed for the Pha e One adapti e-u e re to ration and to pay for material 
and maint nance of the old hotel. The newl renovated Prince treet 
room ha\1e alread ' ·een u e a the ite of function to attract public 
up port for the ntler Hotel project. 
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Pride in Action 

Members of Pride in Action, a Charles Town City Countil appointed 
committee, worked with members of the city council on the All-West 
Virginia City Award. Charles Town won the award for the second 

) 

consecutive year. The book of evidence was reviewed and revised. A 
Completely new slide presentation was developed with sound effects and 
musical background. These slides have been shown to civic grups in town 
with more showings being scheduled. This has aroused citizen interest in 
the improvements still needed. 

In anticipation of the 200th birthday of Charles Town, members of 
Pride in Action are planning further action on beautification, restoration 
and revitaliratin of our town. Already several business leaders have 
repainted their stores in keeping with the style of architecture. There has 
been a special effort to coordinate colors and preserve the integrity of the 
buildings. 

The Memorial Tree Program continues to expand. Special 
expressions of appreciation have gone to the merchants who have so 
carefully cared for the trees planted in front of their businesses. More 
trees are scheduled for planting this fall. Citizens of our town and visitors 
have commented on the tree plantings and the fact that they add much to 
the appearance of the town. 

Garden clubs, civic organirations and individuals have contrituted to 
the beautification and maintenance of buildings, mini-parks, and to 
Jefferson Memorial Park. A committee of citizens worked with the city 
council on a sign ordinance for residential areas. The result has been that 
new signs in residential areas must conform to standards that 
complement the residential environment. 

There is a consensus of opinion among the people of Charles Town 
that the environment is being upgraded in many different ways through 
preservation, beautification, and revitalization. This is a result of the 
work of many individuals, assisted by the Pride in Action Committee. 
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Miss Louise C. Briscoe Bequest 
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Becau of the importance of Mi Loui e . Bri coe' beque t to the 
Jeffer on ount , Hi torical ociet (the ociet ) and becau e of the 
i ue in ol,1ed in addre ing the que tion that aro e from the 
in ,trument, thi report i intended to outline and to record for the 
member hip the ociet ' di po ition of the matter. ull di cu ion of 
the itu t1on ha e occurred on at lea t three occa ion before publicly 
announced meeting of the ociet ' member hip. All partie pre ent 
\\ere he rd and all que tion were an wered. In addition new paper and 
\; ire en1i e a count have related to a local and tatewide audience 

riou er ion of the beque t and of the ociety meeting connected 
\ 1ith the ituation. everthele it eem appropriate that a written 
rep rt be pre ented to the member man of whom re ide out ide 
e fer on ount and the immediate geographical area. The 
tabli hment of a public a count i in the intere t of the ociety and in 

ping ith the intent1on of the late Mi Loui e C. Bri coe. 
In 1979, i Lou1 e . Bri oce died and de i ed b holographic will 

t1 r 11 me and the adjacent 1.0 I acre known a Piedmont to two men 
for their lifetim and after their death to the ociety to be u ed and 
maint in d a n Hi t rical Landmark."' l o included in the beque t 
\\'ere bet\l.1een O and 40 item or group of item of per onal property. 

hi beque t ubje t to the right of Mi Bri coe' brother to ha e 
p ,' e 10n of the real and per · onal propert devi ed for one ear if he 
, i hed . Her brother did notif 1 thee tate' e ecutor that he wi hed to do 

. In dd iti n, the v. ill pro\ ided that the re idue of her tate be old and 
the pr eed b u ed b the tru tee for the benefit of her brother for hi 
lif tim . fter hi death "' aid tru t fund hall be paid = one half to the 
Je er on ount , H • t ri __ l o 1et to be u ed for the upkeep and 
m in en e (. ·ic of the Piedmont Pro pert heretofore de i ed~ and the 
other .half t the 4 e utor. In one of the v.1ill codicil , 1 Bri coe 
pro\1id d th . t (i)f at n ' time the Jeff er n ount)' Hi torical ociety 
• h uld ell th Pi dm nt pro pert ~ the M>tru t fund~ income pro ided 

r re nd m inten n v.'ould pa to anther part~. 
n een r ma ual readin of the ill, ambiguit , appear" a 

t \1t1h t i r1 intenti n ere~ e peciall in financial 
rr n m nt . r 6 1nple~ in tl1e m in bodJ' of the v-1ill it i pro\·ided 
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that "said trust fund'' shall be paid in certain proportions to the Society 
and to her executor after the death of her brother, but the codicil states 
that the income of the trust fund would be used for maintenance and 
upkeep. It is relatively clear, and the Society's Board of Directors had so 
interpreted the will that Miss Briscoe wished for Piedmont to be 
preserved as an historical landmark. 

In the months after Miss Briscoe's death, after the one-year occupancy 
by her brother, and after the Piedmont structure stood vacant, the Board 
of Directors of the Society studied the options available to it. Both life­
estate holders had expressed the wish not to occupy personally the 
property during their lives. The options and variations thereof basically 
reduced themselves to four: 

I) The Society might attempt to purchase the life-estate interest and 
own the property before receiving any proceeds from the trust fund. 

2) The Society could acquiesce and do nothing. After the life-estate 
holders expired, the Society would receive the house, if it remained 
standing, and the land. 

3) The Society could convey its property interest to an appropriate 
group or organization that could purchase the life-estates for 
preservation purposes. 

4) The Society could join with the life-estate holders and attempt 
immediately to dispose of Piedmont to private parties who would have 
an interest in maintaining the property. 

Option I - The Society did not have the funds and had little likelihood 
of raising the substantial amount that would have been required to 
purchase the interest of the life-estate holders. Even if a purchase were 
possible, the Society would possess no funds for repair, restoration, 
maintenance and upkeep of Piedmont until the trust fund's income 
became available. An architectural study revealed that even if the Society 
did eventually receive proceeds of the trust fund, the amount would be 
inadequate to carry out the restoration work required, not to mention the 
bearing of the costs of fuel and maintenance. Inquiries were made of 
other groups involved in preservation efforts and to an official of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation to gauge the board's 
calculations. Another consideration was that maintenance of buildings 
by occupancy is not among the traditional or constitutional purposes of 
the Society. 

Option 2- With preservation of Piedmont as the primary goal, the 
Society's acquiescence posed substantial risks. The life-estate holders 
expressed their determination not to occupy the property and their 
decision appeared to the Board of Directors to be sincere and be based on 
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,1 1·eali "tic elf-apprai al of their re pecti e ituation -- . The que tion aro e 
a l \\1h,\t tl1e lif e-e tale holder might do with Piedmont. It hould be 
mpha ized that th )if e-e~ tate holder ne er tated what the would do 

and it , .. not cntirel)' certain that the knew what the ould do. ing life 
a tuarial po ibilitie , one of the life-e tate holder could theoretically 
po cs Piedn1ont in e ce of 40 ear . mong the po ible option 
a \1a i lab le to them \\'ere: I ) to e 11 th ei r l if e-e ta te to other pa rti e • 2) to 
keep tl1e building vacant \\1ith minimal maintenance: or 3) to rent it. For 
\'ariou rea 011 . tl1e po 1ble option. available to the life-e tate holder , 
reg· rdle of their intention . rai ed great problem if the pre ervation of 
the l1i~ toric propert~, \\1ere a primal)' goal. acanC}' in an i elated location 
in\11ted deterioration. vandali m, and de truction b fire, and the re ult of 
rental might be the "ame. 

oop ration \1.1ith the life-e tate holder for pre en,ation purpo e wa 
impo ible becau e the ociet had not immediate] received fund 
through the \\.ill and it might not for ome time. And, when fund would 
becoml; a ilable, the amount ~ould be in ufficient for a worthy 
pre er\1ati n effort. 

pt ion - • o appropriate group emerged to purcha e the life-e tate 
i11tere t in rder to engage in pre ervation effort . 

pt ion 4- he ociet , pur ued thi option for ariou rea on tated 
belo\: '· pro mi .. ing the b t po ibilitie for the pre ervation of 
p; dm nt. 

11 Januaf)' 9 19 1. at a pecial called meeting of the ociet , of which 
each member \\'a notified'\ the member hip O\'erwhelmingly enacted the 

llo,,1ing re.. lut ion: 
R _. QI_ \1 D, \1-1herea b , her La t Will and Te tament, ., 

ui~e . Bri .. c e dc\1i ed and bequeathed to the .Jeffer on aunty 
Hi~"tor1cal ociet 1, remainder hip 1ntere t in certain per onal 
propcrt .. 1 and her ance ~tral home, Piedmont, located in Jeffer on 

unt. ' e"t \lirginia~ and 

'A-'H _R .. ~ he al o let a portion of the re idueofhere tate 
in tru t to pro\ 1de or the maintenance and upkeep of aid 
pr perti . and 

\\11-i R 1\ ~ . aid portion of aid re~ idue v.1ould generate 
i11 ti fi ienl fund • t ma int in aid propertie a the \hould be 
1naint i11 d 'lnd the "aid J ff er on ount ~' Hi tor1cal .. ociet}1 ha 
n thcr re ourc .. r thi purp e. and 

\\' H R f\ . it i the con idered pinion of the member ~hip 
he Je fer " n unt , Ht tori al ciet , that "aid iedmont can 

e t ht= pre r cd r terit , b , .. cl ling r ther\\1i c di po, ing o 
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the same to a person or an organizatin with the financial ability to 
maintain the same and that the best interest of all parties concerned 
would be best served by such course of action, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 
Jefferson County Historical Society sell or otherwise dispose of its 
interest in all devises and bequests of the Louise C. Briscoe estate 
and that the board of Directors of said properties upon such terms, 
conditions and considerations as said Board of Directors shall, in 
its absolute discretion, determine and that the said Board of 
Directors be authorized to direct the officers of the Jefferson 
County Historical Society to execute and deliver any and all 
documents necessary to accomplish said sale or other disposition. 

The vote occurred after all those present who wished to speak were 
heard. 

In a series of lengthy deliberative meetings, the Board of Directors, 
considering all options available to it, unanimously concluded to pursue 
the fourth option, outlined above, and to authorize the Society's officers 
to act as a negotiating committee to discuss the matter with the life-estate 
holders with the stipulations that appropriate restrictive covenants be 
incorporated into any deed of conveyance and that any final agreement 
be approved by the Board of Directors. The board's action came after 
extensive discussion and the resolution of a diversity of viewpoints that 
had emerged at the commencement of the meetings. The negotiating 
committee proceeded to discuss the situation with the life-estate holders. 
After many meetings, decisions were reached about the method of sale, 
the necessity of restrictive covenants, and financial arrangements. The 
Society's Board of Directors unanimously endorsed the negotiating 
committee's work and authorized the conclusion of a transaction in 
behalf of the Society. 

The financial arrangements concluded were that the Society and 
lifeestate holders would divide all proceeds and expenses on a 60-40 per 
centum basis, with the Society receiving the.latter portion. (The statutory 
yield to the Society based on the life-time actuarial expectations of the 
life-estate holders is approximately 18 per centum.) After entertainng 
several proposals, the parties accepted the highest monetary offer and a 
contract of sale was entered on June I, 1981. 

On August 15, 1981, at a public auction, the society disposed of its 
remaindership interest in the personal property of Miss Briscoe's estate. 
The Society's financial arangement was the same as that for the disposal 
of the real property. The Society's share, after deduction of expenses, was 
$16,472. I 2. On August 17, 1981, the Society and life-estate holders by a 
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d cd • c n e ran tran ferred Piedmont and it 31.031 acre to Mr. and 
1r . ~ ' illiam . P ilia Jr., for a con ideration of $175,000.00. The 

d ed nt in a preamble hich explain the ociet moti ·ation for 
t ing 1t c ur e of ction: 

H R • , th Jeffer on ount Hi torical ociety a 
n nprofit c rporation, hereinafter referred to a ociety ha 
inherited b tl1e a t ill and Te tament of Loui e C. Bri coe the 
rcn1ainder hip intere t in Piedmont more fully hereinafter 
de ribed, and 

H R , the ociet doe not po e the mean whereb 
it an e erci e total oVvner hip po e ion and control of 
Piedn1ont nd 

H R " ~ the " ociety i de ireou of fulfilling the 
intention , a can b rea onabl con trued from the la t will and 
te tament of Loui e . Bri coe to pre erve the premi e a an 
h1 toric landmark and 

H R .. , the ociet con ider acancy and unoccupa-
ti n ot the premi e and o cupation of the premise by partie not 
e ted with full and compete owner hip to con titute the greate t 

threat to the phJ ical urvi al of Piedmont in the e modern time 
nd 

H R " the .. ociet i he to exerci e it duty to future 
g neration to in, ure the pre ervation of the premi e known a 
Piedm nt and it en\1iron 'w'ith the mean that it ha available, and 

H ..; R Piedmont and it dependencie ha e urvived 
f rt\\' centurie r appro imatel ' eight generation in the care of 
on iderate pri\,ate ner ~ and 

.. he .. octet , ha concluded that the pre ervation of Piedmont 
can b b . t a ured b ' ccupanc repair re toration" and 
maintenan e by intere ted and caring owner and for thi rea on 

nd th r n0\\' j in 1n t hi deed ... 

~,-1,e r tri ti,,e n\1en nt ontained in the deed of con,1e)1ance are a 
f II \/ : 

~fhi Lt)n c_ ' nee i made ubje t. ho e er to the folio ing 
re tri ti\1 \ ' n nt \\1hi h h 11 run \Vith the land and be binding 
on th ,r nt . their h ir and a ign and b acceptance of thi 
d ed. th )' gree ollo 1 : 

l he , \\1ill pre Pl th ba .. ic ph ' i al tructure f and the 
ar hit tttr I int rrity the ht tori bu1ld1n::: of the property 
11 1 ein n,, 1 d n mel , the home n0'A'n a Piedmont the tone 
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kitchen formerly known as Quarry Banks, the brick smoke house 
and the stone spring house. It is understood and agreed that 
prservation might require restoration and / or repair of the exterior 
of the buildings. 

2) They will preserve the Briscoe family grave marker and 
graveyard to the rear qf the house, ordinary wear and tear 
excepted. 

3) There shall be no subdivision of or erection of residential 
structures within the area surrounding the historic buildings. The 
exterior boundary of such area is defined as follows: 

The railroad tracks on the south, the Hendricks boundary on 
the west, a line I 00 yards to the east of and parallel to the east 
wall of Quarry Banks, a line 20 feet north of the Briscoe grave 
marker and parallel to the north wall of Piedmont. 

It is further agreed that the above restriction may be waived in 
whole or in part at any time if the written consent of the Board of 
Directors of the Jefferson County Historical Society is first 
obtained. Any such consent shall be as contained in a recorded 
document setting forth the terms of any such consent to such 

• 

waiver. 
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Summer Picnic 

rl--hc Hi tori al .. o iet)1 ummer picnic ha become one of the mo t 
ucce l~t1I ,, nd enjo-' able meetings of the year. On ugu t 19, 19 I 

appr ,~ imatel)' 100 member and gue t got together at The Hilltt farm, 
h m o r. and r .. R ger Per "e,1er1'one bringing in a ba. ket what 
the)' c k best. on-re ident member doing their 'Ummer i iting 
among relati\1e in the area were on hand for the hand haking and 
rene\\1ing o f riend~hip ... 

l)r. John teale , Pre ident ga e a brief report on the ale of 
Piedmont, home of i ~ Loui e Br1 coe. He introduced the new owner ' 

1·. and r~. _ illiam G. P ilia Jr. II other bu. ine wa tabled until 
tl1e n ,' t regular meeting. 

hile me member toured the lo el ' Perry home other remained 
n the .. pact u .. lawn to ocialize. thee ening un went down over the 

hill ~ and the la t car had left the dri ewa , all that remained were the 
r mnant .... of a happ}' e ening pent with good friend good food and 

• 

eauti ul eat her for a picnic. 



42 The Magazine of the 

Comprehensive Listing of County 
Tombstone Inscriptions 

The Bee Line Chapter of Charles Town, National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution has just completed the compilation of all 
tombstone inscriptions in Jefferson County, West Virginia. These 
inscriptions have been put in one volume and titled Tombstone 
Inscriptions, Jefferson County, WV. It is being published by the 
Walsworth Publishing Company of Marceline, MO. 

Chapter members have made alphabetical listings of names and dates 
in I 20 cemeteries and burial lots. In addition, an overall index has been 
prepared. The total number of names exceeds 20,000. The task has taken 
over three years to complete. 

The dates noted cover the period 1687-1980. Sixteen hundred eighty­
seven appears to be the date of birth of Catarina Beirlin, buried in the 
Engle-Ronemus Graveyard on Elk Branch. (See Vol. XXVI, p. 35). 

The Bee Line Chapter is deeply indebted to Mr. Hugh E. Voress of 
Charles Town for doing the indexing and proofreading. The Jefferson 
County Historical Society also has supported this work. The book will be 
back from the printers around the last of November. Orders will be taken 
by any DAR member or by writing Mrs. Donald Kahle, Tuscawilla 
Hills , Charles Town, WV 25414- Phone 304-725-5108 

Florence H. Moore, Chairman 
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Book Notes 

,, ,,·c1I Tt1r11er .\l1h_11 a11cl 1011e\, a/1'.fi J/a/le_,· Can1JJaig11. B Millard 
. I: tt 'hong. ( erona a.: c lure Printing ompan , Inc., 19 O.Pp. 

[ ,,iii]. I . 

either tl1e ubject of thi biograph)· nor 1t author require 
ir1troduction to n10 t. 'ociet}' member". General hby emerged to be an 
important figure in the i il ar alley Campaign of 1862 and appeared 
to l1,1\1c a pro mi ing future a a onfederate cavalry commander· 
l1c \\1e,1er federal troop~ killed him in June 1862, near Harri on burg, 

irgir1ic1. Be ide being a comprehen ive account of hbyr.. life, 
t1pplementcd \\1ith u eful map!-) and illu ·tration thi work convey 

mt1L l1 ,1dd1tional information about the entire theater of onfederate 
pcrat1on 1n \\1hich hb}1 \\a in ol ed. Bu hong, a Ph.D. in hi tory 

~ind member f thi .. ociet}' ~ Board of Director , had written hi 
di~ ertation about Jeffer on ounty at We t irginia Univer ity, had 
~timt1lc:1ted man_ .... tudent in nited ~ tate hi tory before hi retirement 
, t .. hept1erd ollegc, and had pre iou 1., publi hed a biography of Jubal 
r\ . · arl)'. H ,, harle._ O\\ n origin have influenced hi5 cholarly 
intere t~, \\1l1ich are tinged b) the color of onfederate gray. 

/111(1t5e~\~ o.f rl1e Pt1.,--r: Pl1<Jl<>g1·a1Jl11c Re\ iei, , <>/ Win<·he.\te, .. ancl 
! · 1· cl ,·i<·k O L1111_, . lume , \\1inche~ ter- rederick Hi torical ociety. 
(\\1 in t1c ter \ • 1. : .. he i nche\ter- rederick ountJ: Hi torica 1 .. ociet y, 
I O. ,~ p . ( i \1], I 44.) 

Be at1,c of \\1ir1cl1c ter allied hi torical relation 'hip to J effer:on 
ti r1 t ~' a r1 d be ~1 u ~ e of it location 1 n the lower hen and oa h alley, th i. 

e,· client ~<:lection o black-\\ hite phot graph , dating primaril)' in the 
I 0- I per i d , ,,, i 11 great I\' i n t ere. t .. o c 1 et)' member._ . The 
pl1 togr pl1 pri m,iril)' concentrate or1 the count) . eat .. but ,c)me f ocu~ 1\ 

11 ot111t)' catur . l ~he ,1rrangcmer1t i~ b_ 1 topic \Ucl1 a, re .. idence, h1' 
. trc t ,111LI subject ·atcgoric uch a churche .. trade ,ind commerce, 
tran portation, the fir companie . public building .. , and the apple trade. 
;\ Ith ueh n1 n , hi. t ri stru ture .. continue to urvi\1C 1n • inche ter. the 
pl, t< gr,1 11 t: pe iall ' l f d \ 1nt0\\1n pri\1ate re idencc~ .. record \.\'hat ha 
di,~ . C<l r · . 

1 rg n 
Bi. l1<Jf): 1 Bi<)._fJl"ll/J/1_1 •. 

,, n \ 1. \ 1 • . : \ ' c t \ 1 i rgi n i ,t 
_ . '- I .00. 

B~, :.1 iza bet 11 a rrol 1 ~ plnd ler. 
n i \'Cr it , I_ i bra f)' , I 9 0. P p. [ • v] .. 
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This biography of the author of A ct of Darkness ( 1935) is required 
reading for students of Jefferson County h1story and for those interested 
in American letters. Bishop who wrote widely in prose and poetry, based 
much of his best work on his county heritage, his Charles Town 
upbringing, and the Confederate tradition. The author temperately 
assesses the importance and place of Charles Town's native son in the 
milieu of mid-twentieth century American literary history which 
included such authors and critics as Edmund Wilson, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Archibald MacLeish, and Ernest Hemingway. 

The publication of his novel aroused the ire of depression-era Charles 
Towners who not appreciating their neighbors becoming models for 
literary characters in a novel about a discomforting rape case, rose to 
protect their own. Nevertheless, extensive local reading of the work 
occurred., and parlor games of assigning the characters became a favorite 
contemporary activity. Hushed tones of discussion in some quarters still 
greet any mention of the work. F. Scott Fitzgerald had warned Bishop 
th~t he might safely return to his hometown hidden in an automobile or 
under cover of darkness. 

John E. Stealey, III 
Shepherd College 

-


