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Dr. Stealey 
New President 

The Magazine of the 

At a recent meeting of the Historical Society's Board of Directors, 
which was held in June at Harewood, Dr. John A. Washington 
announced that declining health necessitated his relinquishing the 
organization's presidency. After accepting the resignation and 
considering several successors, the directors elected as the new 
president, Dr. John E. Stealey, III, Chairman of the Social Science 
Division of Shepherd College. 

Dr. Stealey was born in Clarksburg, West Virginia, and has been 
closely associated with academic work in West Virginia. His education 
was obtained at West Virginia University, where he received the A.B., 
M.A., and Ph.D. degrees. His historical experience included serving as 
co-ordinator of an oral history project involving bituminous coal 
miners in which he directed the use of material in the West Virginia 
Collection of the West Virginia University Library. He also served as an 
instructor in the University's Extension Center for Appalachian Studies 
and Development. Accepting an assistant professorship of history at 
Glenville State College, Dr. Stealey taught for two years at that 
institution. He joined the Shepherd f acuity in 1969 as assistant professor 
of history and has been promoted successively to associate professor 
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and full prof e or. He has been chairman of the Social Science Division 
ince I 971 . 

Dr. tealey' writings include an unpublished doctoral dissertation 
entitled The alt lndu try of the Great Kanawha Valley of Virginia: A 

tudy in Ante-Bellum Internal Commerce." In addition, he has written 
numerou article and book review . He is currently engaged in writing 
a book-length hi tory of torer College a four-year institution of higher 
learning for blacks 1867-1955, for which he received a Ford 
Foundation travel-study grant. 

Dr. tealey is a member of Phi Alpha Theta, national honorary 
hi tory fraternity, and Pi Sigma Alpha, national political science 
honorary organization. In addition, he holds memberships in the 
Agricultural History Society American Historical Association, 
Organization of American Hi torians and the Southern Historical 
A ociation. He is on the West Virginia State Historical Records 
Ad i ory Board of ational Historical Publications and Records 

ommis ion. For everal years he has served on the Board of Directors 
of the Jeffer on County Historical Society and the Board of Directors 
of the Harper Ferry Hi torical As ociation. Dr. Stealey and his wife 
Patricia Ii e in hepherd town. 
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Middleway Symposium 
The 1979 November meeting was held in the White Church in 

Middleway. These presentations were made by members of families 
native to this community. 

Story of Early Smithfield 
by W.O. Macoughtry 

The town of Smithfield later named Middleway in Jefferson County, 
West Virginia, developed from the activities of a Quaker and his son and 
grandson all named John Smith. John Smith, the first, son of a 
millwright from William Penn's colony at Philadelphia who had moved 
to Cecil County, Maryland, was born in 1677. He moved back to 
Philadelphia and from there came to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia 
in 1729. He and his two sons, John and Rees, built a grist and hemp mill 
on a branch of the Opequon called Turkey Run whose source is a great 
spring at that time called Turkey Spring. The mill site was on land . 
originally granted to the Van Meter brothers in 1730 in what was then 
Spotsylvania County, later Orange County, then Frederick County, 
then Berkeley County and lastly Jefferson County, Virginia now West 
Virginia. John Smith obtained the mill site and 420 acres surrounding it 
from Joist Hite who had bought it from the Van Meters. John Smith's 
grant was officially approved by Governor Gooch of Virginia in 1734. 
The grist and hemp mill was named as the starting landmark in the 
survey that established the boundaries of the grant. In 1734, Joist Hite, 
Morgan Morgan, Benjamin Borden, John Smith, and John Hobson 
were made justices of the peace by the County Court of Orange County, 
Virginia upon the request by the inhabitants of the north west side of the 
''Blew Ridge of mountains and the Sherrando river''. 

John Smith, 1st, died in 1737 and John Smith, 2nd, born in Cecil 
County, Maryland in 1710, became the operator of the mill. He also 
acquired large landholdings. Dr. Bates writes that a glance at the plot of 
the 1734 grant shows that John Smith had a town in mind when he 
selected his acres. The plot included a cross road junction of roads 
coming from Pack Horse Ford and Charles Town and points east and 
going west and south to Ohio, Kentucky, and the Carolinas which roads 
later became much used by settlers and freight, moving out as the 
population in the eastern seaboard became more crowded. 
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John mith 2nd. aged hi son John Smith 3rd. became director 
of the famil ' intere . The Jaying out of a town had been debated in the 
a mil for year a a traggly village had been developing and finally in 
1794 the taking out of lot wa done and in 1795 the lot were put up for 
_le. The e were eagerly gobbled up and houses were built upon them 
becau e the terms of · ale required a building to be placed on the lots 

ould re ert to the Town Trustee . Flat tones were laid for pavements, 
tepping tone were placed across the street, and the houses were built 

of log or frame weather boarded on the outside or plastered outside. 
wo treet running parallel north and south were named King and 

Queen Queen being the main street. There were two cross streets, 
Charle and Grace and various alleys between. 

The de elopment wa a well done as any modern day one and in 
1798 a charter of incorporation was obtained from the General 

embly of irginia. On the ame date charters were granted to 
Berryville and Clarksburg. 

John mith 3rd had added a lime kiln to his business and, in 1785, a 
po er a to hi mill which wa mo tu eful in producing lumber for the 
great urge in building caused by the development. He had had an 
intere t in the de elopment of Bath where he had no doubt, learned 
ho a de elopment wa run. 

po t office wa e tabli hed in 1806 and since there was already a 
mithfield in another part of Virginia a different name was deemed 

nece ary for thi one. And in view of the fact that Smithfield had 
become a center of commerce between several other towns the po t 
office a named 'Middleway.' David Fry wa appointed postmaster. 

he location of the office i not tated but it is presumed that he had it in 
hi home at the inter ection of Charle & Queen Streets since later 
po tma ter mo ed the office to uit their convenience. The postoffice 

a di continued in 1905 uper eded by the Rural Free Delivery from 
Keame \1ille. 

t the time of the de elopment Henry mith of Penn ylvania, of 
erm n de ce.nt and no relation to the founding miths, came to 
mithfield and e tabli hed a tavern which became well known as an 

inland ho tel111• hi faced Queen treet and tood on the outh bank of 
urke Run. It i no\\' gone but wa there in part well into the 1940' . 

Henr_ mith v.ra later one of the po tma ter and built a po toffice 
hich till t nd . mith' a em once entertained Pre ident Buchanan 

u t v.rhile hi oach hich had broken do n nearb on a trip to 
hi home in Penn 11 ania a being repaired. 
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Population: 1810, 221; 1820, 337; 1830, 305; 1850,349freewhitesand 
95 slaves; 1870, 267 whites and 94 colored. 

When the Valley Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was 
proposed, originally called the Winchester and Potomac, it caused 
much excitement in Smithfield around 1835. Most of the people were 
against its passing through the town although that was the first route 
considered from Harpers Ferry to Winchester because that was the way 
travel between those two places had always gone. There were numerous 
objections: trains would scare and kill livestock on the tracks; fires 
would be started by sparks from the locomotive; much pleasant slumber 
would be disturbed by the noise. Tom Watson who ran a mill on Turkey 
Run east of town strongly favored the railroad but the other citizens 
opposed it for that very reason. They thought that if Tom had the 
railroad handy he would ship all of his meal and flour to better markets 
and leave the town destitute of bread. Had they but known it, the loss of 
the railroad was the death blow to future commercial expansion of the 
town. 

Education was generally well thought of and encouraged by the early 
settlers of Smithfield since most of them were quite literate and a 
number of them had good f or1nal educations. Before public schools 
were established many families singly or by combining forces hired 
private tutors and held school in their homes. 

Free schools for all were established in Jefferson County in 1847. 
Smithfield had its public school from the earliest date under the law. 

The Civil War touched Smithfield in several ways. The young men 
went off to fight with the Confederate forces. Several skirmishes and 
cavalry actions went through and around the town. Some homes were 
burned and a fair-sized battle ensued during Sheridan's scourge of 
the Shenandoah Valley. The large brick building on the comer of Grace 
& Queen Streets was used as a hospital because there were four or five 
doctors living in the town. It could accommodate fifty patients. After 
the battle of Sharpsburg it was used to capacity, wounded being hauled 
there by wagons. From its earliest days, Smithfield was much better . 
supplied with doctors than it is now. 

A company of militia, 1st company of 2nd Battalion of the 55th 
Regiment of the Virginia Militia was established at Smithfield c. 1795. It 
later was called the Middleway Blues. It was absorbed into the regular 
Army of the Confederacy and did not fight as a unit. 

From the Civil War through the 1880's times were hard and 
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tagnation et in and man of the young people went away to eek better 
pportunitie . 

nother tor of mithfield could be written about how this spot in 
earl , time dre intelligent ambitious, industriou people from widely 
__ ttered location - Penn yl ania Maryland Tidewater Virginia 

a achu et e en Ireland- to settle here and found thi town and 
communit . After it wa done and pro pered for a length of time it 
declined in local opportunity but ent out into the nation many people 

ho becau e of their fine heritage contributed much to the nation 
he1·e er the ettled down. 

he " cademy'' wa hou ed in room of the Masonic hall from 1900 
to 1905 to provide for college preparation and turned out graduates 

ho went on to be Major-Generals in the U.S. Army, an engineer, a 
bi hop a college profe or a medical doctor, nurses, teachers and 
bu ine men. 

the Churches of Smithfield 
[Pre ented in the order in which they came into the area.] 

by Margaret Macoughtry Kilmer 

Baptist 
The fir t denomination to e tabli h it elf here were the Baptists who 

. ere on tituted about 1753. They had a meeting place called the Mill 
reek Bapti t hurch which wa about five mile from Smithfield in 

pre ent Berkele Count . The Bate Hi tory records that on May 31 
1 _ Br ther David Thoma wa called to preach on the Opequon in 
the mithfield area. Becau e there wa little civil law, the Baptists 
maintained rigid control o er their flock. The everest penalty was 
. . pul ion from the fold and greatly feared. A chicken thief could be 

e pelled. 

Presbyterian 
c rding to artme11• l1enandoah Valle} Pioneers and Their 

De c·e11da111 , the fir t Pre byterian Church in mithfield was 
tabl hed in I 7 . It \\'a kno n a the Hopewell Church. There i an 

un--rt int a to h ther the ma ha e met earlier at a Quaker 
me tin -hou ome fifteen mile awa . It i known that the Rev. 
\ illi m alt n prea hed in iddlev,a from I 18 to 1883 and that the 
meeting plac a "the log house on the hill. 
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Methodist 
There must have been a Methodist meeting place here before 1800 as 

John Smith's accounts show an entry for lumber and 3,000 nails for the 
Meeting House built in 1797. The next church built around 1817 was a 
plain brick building. This was torn down to make way for a larger 
building on the same site in 1883. The Methodists are said to have been 
in continuous operation covering a period of more than 180 years. 

Lutheran and Ger111an Reformed 
A good many settlers were of German descent. There were two 

denominational groups, Lutheran and German Reformed. Their 
records were written in German. About 1820, the two denominations 
started to build a church together on a lot purchased earlier from John 
Smith. Completion was delayed because of lack of funds. It was only 
after the Presbyterians agreed to bear one-third of the cost, with the 
provision that the three would alternate services, that the building was 
finished. It was officially known as the Union Church. Some time later, 
the exterior was painted white after which it became known as the 
White Church. The bell was added in 1853. The last Lutheran minister, 
who was there in 1890, was the Rev. Lemuel Sibols. The last to leave 
were the Presbyterians. Although they did not have the deed, they 
continued until 1934. Birds, bats, and vandals took possession. 

Episcopal 
In the 1820's a small group of Episcopalians came into the area and 

began to meet in the Methodist Church. Then, at the instigation and 
with the help of Dr. Mann P. Nelson, Dr. Samuel Scollay, and Dr. 
McCoughtry, Grace Episcopal Church was built in 1851. Dr. Nelson 
was its nursing father for sixty-six years. He, with his family who 
followed him from Hanover County, made up most of the congregation 
in the early years. During the Civil War, a bullet lodged above the vestry 
room door and is there today. In 1964, the Grace Church vestry 
purchased the Union Church from the Lutherans and with the interest 
and help of the community the building was renovated. Here the School 
of Hope was started and it has been used by the public school, the Boy 
Scouts, Senior Citizens, and many other groups. 
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Methodist Protestant 
The fir t Methodi t Protestant Church wa a brick structure on the 

hill we t of town. It corner tone wa laid in 1855. In 1887, this wa 
replaced by the pre ent larger tructure. ow it is used by the Full 
Go pel Peneco tal hurch which ha had the ame pastor for the past 
thirt -three years. 

Negro Churches 
After the Ci il War the negroe ettled in the south part of town and 

there erected two frame churche , the Free Baptist and the African 
ethodi t Episcopal. Baptizings were held in the mill race and camp 

meetings in the wood behind the churches. These people and their 
church are no longer here. 

Burial Grounds 
There are five place of burial the Old English the Union Church, the 

Ma onic the Epi copal, and the egro. 

Turkey Spring, Lake Lotiisa or Big Spring 
by hirley Macoughtry 

he e are name gi en to the large pring one half mile east of what is 
no\\' Middle a We t irginia. 

It outfio urke pring Branch or Turkey Run, is what attracted 
John mith a millwright from Cecil County, Maryland and 
Philadelphia to ettle here in 1729. The clear water and the topography 
'er to hi liking for the building of a gri t and hemp mill and later a 

mill . 
Be-~u e turke were een in dro e along the run it was called 

ur e ' Run b earl e plorer . Toward the middle of the 19th century 
it \\'a alled ake Loui a for Anne Louisa Grantham who wa born at 

udor Hall. he later married John helan uke. A number of 
iddle a , nati e kno it a he Big pring. 
Jt i urrounded b a peat-like bog of ome 20 acre . On eptember 

19 1964John . lendening Ph.D.(aformerJeffer onCount native) 
and th Re,,. ta ' Gro up i ited the pring. Both were from the We t 

irginia ologi al and conomic urve . The concluded that the 
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lake resulted from the collapse of a rather large water filled cavern. The 
sides or walls are nearly vertical and descend to a depth of about 44 feet. 
Toe temperature of the water, which is fairly constant, is about 53.g:> F. 
Toe lake is interesting geologically. It is the only one of its kind in West 
Virginia and is uncommon elsewhere. 

Towards the middle of the 20th century, it was sold to the Varel 
Woolen Mills located west of Middleway on Turkey Run. Later this 
company sold it to Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company 
which now owns it. 

M·ollie Pultz, Confederate Spy 
by Julia Shirley Creamer 

During the War between the States some of the Smithfield ladies were 
Confederate spies. The best known ''Belle Boyd" of Smithfield was 
Mollie Pultz whose family farm was just south of Smithfield and who 
was educated in Smithfield schools. 

. 
No one suspected that this pretty, quiet, young far111 girl could be a 

spy until a Confederate soldier was captured while carrying a letter to 
his commanding officer from Mollie, giving information on Union 
troop movement in the Smithfield area. 

She was then closely watched for some time before Union soldiers 
arrested her one Sunday while sitting in church with her mother. She 
was taken to the Old Capitol Prison in Washington where Belle Boyd 
also was imprisoned at the time and the two became close friends. 

Because of her youth .and the efforts of a Washington lawyer, Ward 
Lamon, Mollie was never brought to trial. Mr. Lamon was a native of 
Jefferson County and a friend of the Pultz family. He was able to get her 
paroled into the custody of a Mr. Carlton Hughes who was a teacher in 
Washington, on the condition that she stay in Washington until the war 
was over. 

At the Hughes's home Mollie met a Mr. Joseph Riley who was the 
uncle of James Whitcomb Riley, the poet. After the War, Mollie 
married Joseph Riley and they lived for the rest of their lives in Falls 
Church, Virginia. Mollie lived to be quite old and is buried in Falls 
Church beside her husband. 

• 
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Bird's Eye View of Middleway 
Thi intriguing panoramic drawing wa executed by Mr. Archie 

ra.nzen AI utilizing a erie of aerial view taken by photographer 
d in itzpa trick in the late pring of 1980. hown are the tructure 

which were pre ent at that time. Tho e which are identified by numbers 
are mentioned in one or the other of the four preceding article . 

In the lo er right corner there appears a figure out of the misty past 
ith ci or deliberatel engaged in clipping the corner of the plat. 
ninitiated reader are referred to the article ''Wizard Clip and Priest's 
ield' in the 1962 Magazine (Vol. XXVII) and" ummer Picnic'' in last 
ear' Magazine. ince many older natives regularly refer to their 

birthplace a Clip, thi per onage well de erve hi place here. 
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Jefferson County Historic 
Landmarks Commission 

Because this issue of the Society's magazine focuses upon Middleway 
(Smithfield), it is important for the citizens of that community to realize 
the distinctiveness of their village. As the material reveals, this town has 
a rich history and retains its ante-bellum environmental and 
architectural configuration. The last decade's rapid demographic 
change in Jefferson County yields an urgent message to the people of 
Middleway and the surrounding area, a warning of what awaits their 
charming village in the future. Population growth need not be 
destructive of the architectural and historical uniqueness of the town if 
residents are alert to their interests. 

It would behoove interested parties, residential, commercial, and 
governmental, to organize efforts to preserve the attractiveness of 
Middleway by discussing and initiating an historical preservation 
process. No one but the citizens of the place can do this. The profit in 
doing so, in addition to being economic, would be the maintenance and 
enhancement of their present living environment. Future generations 
will not have another chance to preserve their heritage for their progeny. 

Members of this Landmarks Commission hope to meet with 
interested citizens at a convenient time in early January. Because of 
travel budget restrictions the Historic Preservation Unit in Charleston 
cannot send a representative. Unfortunately, their representative, Mr. 
Harding, who was assigned here last year, has resigned from his position 
there. 
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own here l the Beverie House and its relationship with one of the original stone 
d pendenci at the far left. Th e dependencies were featured in thi Magazine' series 

n pre-Re,·olutionar • tructures ( ol. LI 197S. pp. 24 and 25). 

--rhe tory of Be erle can be aid to begin in 1750 when Richard 
tephen on v.1a deeded t o tract on the orth Branch of the Bull kin 

Run the Proprietor of the orthern eck- 316 acre on March 26 
nd 40 a re on o em er I. Thi v.ra added to l 00 acre bought from 

Joi t Hite in l 749~ and there mu t ha e been other addition to bring the 
tot l to ·more th n I 000 acre '' a lated in Mignon Larche' Pio1·1eer!>' 

on 1/1 Bull ki11. 1 tephen on ha been aid to have called hi place 
1or m "... l1ere eem ho\\'ever to be no ub tantial e idence that 

thi name wa e,1er pplied to pre ent Be,1erle)' and e idence will be 
pr A ented , hich indicate that it originall}' v,1a called impl '4 Bull kin,,. 

Hov.1 oon t phen on v" able to build on thi commanding ite i 
un n \,,n. lt h_..., b .. ·-n urmi ed b the andmark omm1 ion that the 
ori inal hou . built of tone tood on the ite of the pre ent brick hou e 

nd th t i "' n n ed b , the t\1.10 tone dependencie . , hich re.main 
t d . imil 1 r urmi ,, h tood the te t o time at Piedmont here 
R n ' rthin t n t n kit hen built oon after hi arri\1al there in 
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1730, survived the replacement of the original stone house with the 
present brick house which was built by Dr. John Briscoe who purchased 
the place in 1786. It has been pointed out in this Magazine before that 
brick was rarely, if ever, made in this county before the 1790's due to the 
relative cheapness of limestone. The first known brickyard appeared 
about 1790 in Shepherdstown. 3 

Richard Stephenson had five sons- Richard, John, Hugh, James 
and Marquis. The most prominent of these was Hugh, who after 
commanding a company of riflemen in the French and Indian War, was 
recommended by General Washington to head one of the two rifle 
companies raised in Virginia in 1775. His Bee Line March from 
Morgan Spring to Cambridge is familiar to all Jefferson Countians. 
Shortly after, he became ill of camp fever and died ''on the Bullskin".4 

Also Hugh served, in 1771, on the vestry which built the Norborne 
Church.5 

Richard Stephenson's will, dated March 21, 1765, is recorded in 
Frederick County. Part of his property having been conveyed to 
Richard, the remainder was divided equally between the younger sons. 
It was to Marquis, the youngest, that he left the "House and Plantation 
where I now live". 

In 1777, Marquis sold to John Bull of Philadelphia County, Pa. his 
170 acres "together with all Houses Buildings Gardens & Orchards 
yards Meadows Trees Woods ways Paths waters Water courses Profits 
Commodities Hereditaments and appurtenences whatsoever''. John 
Bull also bought 185 acres from James. (D.B. 5, pp. 49 and 102) Larche 
states that all of the Stephensons moved west, many to Kentucky, and 
Marquis died in Missouri. 

References to this Bull family occur in the Diary of Mrs. James 
Nourse parts of which were published in the 1958 Magazine (Vol. 
XXIV). The well-to-do N ourses, fresh from England, owned Piedmont 
from 1770 to 1786. On February 13, 178 I, the diary reports that Mr. 
Nourse visited Col. Bull. A note by the editor, Mr. Kenamond, is 
inserted: "Probably John Bull, who is 1777 bought land from Marquis 
Stephenson, out toward Rippon. His daughter, Maria Louise Bull, 
married Joseph Nourse on April 22, 1784. '' Another diary entry on 
March 24, 1783 states that Dr. Ezekial Bull inoculated two of the 
Nourse children and some of the negroe children against smallpox. 
Here Mr. Kenamond notes: "Dr. Ezekial Bull lived at Kalorarna,* 

• 

-The name Kalorama is derived from the Greek name, Calorama, signifying fine view. 

• 

• 
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about . mile vle t of harle o n along the ummit Point Road." 
hile thi location cannot be identified by thi writer the note doe 

indicate that the name Kalorama, wa not as ociated with pre ent 
B ,1erle ,. 

In 1795 John Bull old Bull kin to Be erley Whiting who owned it 
until hi de th in 1817 (D.B. 12 p. 248). Iti obviou that the brick 
h u belon;:: to the period of thi owner hip. Planning, demolition of 
the old hou e and rebuilding would have absorbed the first five years. 

mpletion \1lould have been in the early 1800's. 
n intere ting mention of Mr. Whiting i found in John Alfriend' 

Hi torJ. of Zion Epi copal Church. 6 The fir t minister, the Rev. 
B njamin llen arrived in I 8 I 5. He wrote: "Mr. Whiting sent his wagon 
to le andria form ife and baby and returned within the week. We 
found our urrounding o plea ant at his home that we remained a 
gue t for four ear''. ince Beverley Whiting died in 1817 (W.B. 3 pp . 
.. 9-41)~ hi gue t were welcomed al o by the next owner who wa 

hiting' unmarried i ter Elizabeth ( 1764-1849). 
It i in the olume The Beverie} Famil .. v of Virginia, 1 that one finds 

not nl , orthwhile comment on thi new owner but al o mention of 
th name current I u ed b the Whiting family for their home and 
pre umabl u ed b former owner . On page 80 Elizabeth Whiting is 
de cri.bed a t.la remarkable farmer and manager of 'Bull kin"'. Again, 
on page 114: • r . Rice hen widowed in 1833 lived at 'Bull kin' Jeff. 

.. . a. ith i lizabeth Whiting' and "Frances Elizabeth 
1 rame v,ra born at 'Bull kin'.J . 

The n t ov.'ner of Bull kin wa Matthew Frame a great-nephew of 
lizab th hiting. atthe rame mother France Perrin Lownde 

" ' a dau hter o the ounge t i ter of Be erle and Elizabeth Whiting 
r nee , who married harle Lo, nde . Evidently Bull kin' name 

h n ed either b11 lizabeth hiting before he died or by Matthew 
r me. uite p ibl , the change \.\1a agreed upon between them. ot 
nl)' did it honor the fa mil member ho built their beautiful home but 

the n me it elf i plea ing euphonicall e peciall when compared with 
th name \\1hi h \\'a aband ned. 

In I 70 . atth \\' r me old to John Burne. Thi ended the 75 ear 
v-1n hi b_ 1 th hitin famil 1 and began a famil o ner hip which 

n \\' ha I t d 110 • r and prom1 e to continue. In I 96 the title 
a cd to J hn Burn ' n a hall Burn and in 1936 to hi on~ the 

I t J hn rter Burn . r ~ Burn ha ontinued to live there and thi 
'--' ....... r r ided 1er it in lu ion in the annual tri-count~, Hou e and 

rd n our. 
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The house, which faces south, stands on an elevation around which 
the Bullskin Run turns so that the stream is visible from both the front 
and the back. It is more conspicuous at the back where it is shallower 
and broader. 

The brick is laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers. The four Doric 
columns which support the roof of the entrance porch are composed of 
solid timbers. There is a center hall on both floors. Upstairs, the original 
west bedroom has been divided into two bedrooms. A bathroom 
occupies the front portion of the hall. A second story with back stairs 
has been added to the original one-storied kitchen wing. The handsome 
interior woodwork has been largely preserved except for the addition of 
modern flooring in the halls and the rooms to the west. The sun porch 
adds immensely to the house's livability. 
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ignon arche dedicated her book Pioneers on the Bullskin, to 
i 1 ina • itchell of Ro ebrake near Shepherd town. For the benefit 

of tho e ho knew ... Mi ina' , her tribute i reprinted here. 

In affectionate gratitude I dedicate thi book 

to 
• 

l ina Mitchell 

"The Lad of the Manor" 

nd ou ma ha e unt Dan ke' room" she said, 
nd )' OU ma)' Ieep in Grandmother' great bed." 

or knev.1 the radiance her own pirit shed 
Round uch a imple thing a breaking bread. 

J.A.W. M.D. 
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The Norborne Church's 
South Door 

In the 1979 Magazine (Vol. XL V) there appeared on pages 40 and 41 
four views of the ruins of the Norborne Church. These were chosen by 
Dr. Barnhart to illustrate his two part history. Since he had not written 
the captions at the time of his death these were added by this writer. One 
of them comments that there were two sets (upper and lower) of 
windows in the north wall opposing three sets in the south wall. 

During the past year two views of the south wall have come to my 
attention which show that the central lower window was in fact a door. 
Indeed such a building might be expected to have a side door. Mr. 
Ballew and I agree that this observation should be added to Dr. 
Barnhart's painstaking record. 

The possibility of detecting the low lying sill of this door in the 
present remains of the wall was lost at the time of the stabilization of the 
ruins in 1975. The stonemason engaged in the stabilization built up this 
portion of the wall for several feet to prevent visitors from entering the 
ruin at this point. It had been decided that defacement of the remaining 
walls by thoughtless persons would be minimized by keeping the 
visitors' walkways separated from the old walls, so far as possible, by an 
area filled with fall en stones. A single access to the interior was 
established on the east side. 

John A. Washington, M.D. 
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Phot graph of a painting whose owner does not wi h its location to be publicized. The 
pla~ tered edge of the ide door i clearl painted in behind the trunk of a slender tree. Thi 
,·ie\\' off the southea t orner i the ame a that depicted in the third photograph in the 
1979 1agazine. H re the door i barel di cernible. 

t. orge' hap l , ear Charle Town 

hi . ,·ie"' t n off th outh\\· ~1 <>rner app ar d on an earl • black and ~·hite picture 
~, t . rd. h id · do r in th outh ·all i cl arl. ho~ n . . pe ulations on the cau e of 
th art_ llaps f lhe \\ I w II in tude the po ibilit: that it \\ a pulled do"'" lo 
pr ,,id building tc1ne el5 "here. 
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Charles Town Historic 
Landmarks Commission 

The site of the John Brown execution, located off South Samuel 
Street, has been designated as an historic landmark. 

The John Brown raid occurred in October of 1859 and resulted in his 
capture, imprisonment, and subsequent trial and conviction for treason 
in the court house in Charles Town. 1 Pictures of the court house, jail, 
and the procession escorting him to his execution are shown in an article 
published in the 1974 Magazine.2 

Mr. G.A. Townsend described the site of the execution ten ye~rs after 
the event and notes that "four new houses now stand on part of the site 
of his suspension. The gallows spot is a corn field, full of shocks of fine 
corn, and it has changed in few respects since the execution.'' 
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For man ea the ,ite ha been marked by an hi torical marker on 
outb amuel treet and a plaque located on the adjoining property 
v.'ned b r . ugu tine J. odd. This commi ion established in 

1 i end \1oring to de ignate all propertie of ignificance, many of 
hich uch a thi , ha e been recognized but not catalogued as historic 

landmark . 

he harl~ Town Historic Landmarks Commission has named the 
Id - tone Hou e o,,,ned b tar Lodge o. I F and A.M. located at 

the rn r o e t \ 1i and outh Lawrenc treet , as an hi toric 
landm rk . 

r hie . r nz n I Regi tered rchitect .. i of the opinion that 
the build in \\' 'On tructed late in the I 8th centur i.e. hortly prior 
t I . hi building i lo ted on a lot ( o. 9) originally old b)1 

h rle nd tildr d hingt n to J hn ocke by a deed dated pril 
I l I I. t that time 1i treet a the outhem boundary of 

h rle . o n. he \\1ill of John k a probated in I 56 and in it he 
m nti n hi d u hter arth . B , deed dated pril 26 1 70_ Martha 

n 1 . d t J hn I. L te hange in pelling) the '"' tone 
h u e nd 1 t, hi h met hr from h rde a ed father,John Locke 

r. in th p rtiti n o hi r l e tate. 

• 
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The building and lot were subsequently sold in 1885 by Fayette B. 
Souders and Mary V. Souders to Littleton Page, George W. Tabb and 
William Myers, Trustees of Star Lodge No. l, Ancient York Free and 
Accepted Masons Colored at Charles Town, and George W. Green, 
Lewis Rutherford and Robert Ford, Trustees of Queen of the Valley 
Lodge No. 1558. Independent Order of Odd Fellows Colored at Charles 
Town. 

Subsequently, in 1927, Star Lodge No. I acquired the interest of the 
Odd Fellows in the property and have owned it since that time. Masonic 
meetings were held in this building from 1885 until 1907. From 1907 
until 1939, the building was not used for that purpose. In 1963, the lodge 
decided to add a room to the back of the existing building and thereafter 
the original building was renovated. 

l Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Society, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 60. 

2 Ibid. Vol. XL, p. 32, 33, and 34. 

3 Ibid. Vol. XL, p. 28. 
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Pride In Action 
he ity of harle To\•ln \\'On the All Wet Virginia City Award in 

the pring o.f l 980. ith the cooperation of the City Council City 
anager and other member of Pride In Action sponsored the 

entrance of harle To~'n into the competition. 
he " 'ork began in the ummer of 1979 and culminated in the 

production of a 52 page book, covering a arrative Report 
cknov.,ledgement Introduction, and four categories namely, 
colog Recreation and Culture, Education, and Historical 

Pre er ation. Thi project necessitated much re earch and many 
contribution from ariou organization and different citizens. 

ftcr the a ard Pride In Action had a public celebration meeting, 
ho,,,ing the lide pre entation which had been developed to illustrate 

the content of the book about Charles Town. This pre entation i being 
u ed for ,,ariou program in and around Charles Town the first being 
to the Jeffer on Garden Club in eptember. 

Pride In ction i continuing it cooperation with the Charles Town 
Hi toric Landmark ommi sion in preservation efforts. Also, it 
pro,1ide leadership in encouraging adaptive u e by the owners of the 
\1.1onderf u) old buildings rather than having them torn down. 

he ne treet , eeper purcha e of which wa done by the City 
ouncil. trongly up ported by Pride In Action, ha been in use for 

almo t a ear. Thi pro ide a di tinct impro\'ement in the maintenance 
of our treet . 

nder the .emorial Tree Program, approximately one hundred and 
t ent ,_fi,,e tree are happil planted ome blooming for the fir t time 
la t pring. he la t tree v.,ere planted in the arious churchyards of our 
to,,1n. an citizen are participating in the care of the individual tree , 
the upkeep of the B&O park and of the late t park on the west end of 
to\\1n. O\\'ned b_ the Pre b}rterian hurch and land caped by the 

hen ndoah arden (_'Jub. The record book of Memorial Gift is 
rt::.t ined in the Id harle 1---own Library. 

erchant . ring for their tree are finding that their attitude i 
ont i u nd the re ult i a much more att .ractive hopping area . 

. h d ~ cool br ez ~. and ab orption of ound of traf,fic are ome of the 
nefit ing r aped from thi emorial Tree Program. 
1-\ r pr~ ntati,,e from the t.a c Fore trJ' Department came to a 

mp.atin • Pride ln cti n to di u the elm tree di ea e, cau ing o 
mu t1 tr e lo in the comm unit ,. t thi time , there eem to be no 
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remedy for the epidemic destroying our elms. Many old elms have been 
and continue to be destroyed. The century old elm at the Old Charles 
Town Library had to be removed because of disease. Pride In Action 
replaced this tree with a large Magnolia and added a Dogwood and 
Japanese Maple. 

A ward citations have been designed by Pride In Action and presented 
to property owners and clubs who have contributed to the preservation, 
restoration, and, or landscaping of Charles Town . 

• 
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Shepherdstown Historic 
Landmarks Commission 

ntler Hotel Restoration Underway 

35 

)1a e l of the Entler Hotel re toration began officially on September 
2 hen the tamper on truction Company started work on three 
r m Jocated on the Princes treet ide of the building. Two of the 
1·001n the origina.l a loon and large dining room, will be for general 
meetings and exhibition . The third room is to be divided into 
anitation facilitie and a pantry. Exterior work is to include replacing 

the mi ing porch and tair that led to the dining room, gutters and 
1·oofi11g throughout and the ho ring up of a ection of the foundation. 

T.F. 

~ r ·ra in the old aloon. 0 erl■pplng plank were tLWd on the wall and wall paper 
ti hed 1dir ctl. t th · " d gi ·ing hat mu t ha,~e been rather "trange corrugated 

1 rr t. fr c of th riginal ·sll paper till r main. 
Photo bl' ernon hri ... tman 

• 
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Fireplace of the old dining room showing detail of the mantel. Note the dark area at the 
base where two layers of flooring, recently removed by voluntary labor, had been built 
up. 

Photo by Vernon Christman 
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The Summer Picnic 
n e p ciall attracti e invitation for the annual picnic was received 

thi . ear hen Mr. and Mr . J. Blackwell Davis invited the Society to 
come to their beautiful home and garden on the evening of August 6. The 

. i home on outh amuel Street ha a charming garden at the rear 
and it wa at its um mer be t and fragrant with the scent of boxwood on 
that e ening. There was a particularly delicious assortment of good 
thing to eat and a larger attendance than usual. About one hundred 
per on including ome children were present. 

change in the u ual type of program was the appearance of the 
.. tonegate e en a musical group from Charles Town whose 
entertainment a very much enjoyed. The Society is most grateful to 
the avi famil for their ho pitality and their thoughtfulness which 
pro ided a delightful evening for everyone. 

L.S. 
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ew Publication 
Old Norborne Parish (17 44-1816) by William J. Barnhart. Mr. James 

B. Ballew, who last year edited Part II of the late Dr. Barnhart's two-part 
history, has now published the two parts under one cover. Included are 
Mr. Ballew's tribute to his old teacher and friend and the description of 
the south door printed in this volume. 

This is a scholarly and long overdue account of the events leading up 
to and following the building, near Evitts Run, of one of Virginia's most 
elegant Anglican Churches. It was intended to serve as the mother 
church of the newly formed Norborne Parish, which included most of 
the present Eastern Panhandle. The building had the misfortune of 
being completed at the outbreak of the Revolutionary War. The church 
was located in an area whose early settlers were mostly from 
Pennsylvania and Maryland and who had long resented Virginia's 
tithing for the support of the Anglican establishment. The war released 
hostilities which encouraged vandalism, notably the breaking of 
windows. This continued to some extent in the lean post war years 
during which the Virginia Legislature, in 1784, disestablished the 
Anglican Church and founded the Protestant Episcopal Church; and, 
in I 803, was pressured into seizing the glebe farms and the endowments 
and silver, leaving only the church buildings and graveyards. 

The Norborne Church emerged as the Episcopal Church for the 
Charles Town area. It was its distance from this fast growing town 
which dealt the final blow which came in 1816 with the completion of 
the first Zion Church. The old church's very name was forgotten and its 
remains were unaccountably labeled "Ruins of St. George's Chapel". 

Copies of this booklet may be obtained from William H. Wilson, Box 
716, Charles Town, for $5.00, mailed. 


