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EDITORS' NOTE 
j • t hat , 11 o t a 111 i .. placed a p tr p 11 i n th tit I for th i page of the 
2025 editi n f th aga~ine. Thi )'ear a ommittee i re pon ibl 
for gath ring th 1nan pi ce that make up the o iet ' a11nual 
publi at1 11. \ ar grat ful to D bbie Pi cit Iii who ma terfull 
p r orm d all tl1 ta k a <lit r for the pa t two ear , and we hop 
that \\ an arr , 11 h r 1 ,, I f de di at ion. 

111aj r ,,ent o u rr d in c, i t r J ffer on, ount '' thi year. Our 
t-irst a1·ti le on1m m rate th 250th anni,,er ar of the Bee Line March 
that a\\7 a 1npan of nearl}' 100 lunt er from the area r·e pond 
t th d .... p rate all for h Ip from eneral George a hington, who 
\\a\ fa i11g th Briti h in Bo ton in th arl period of the American 
R ,,oluti n. uth r P. D ugla Perk reache •deep into original 
111at rial to d ribe th march and the men who made it. 

a11y book .. and arti 1 ha e detailed the hi tory of torer ollege 
i11 Harp 1~ F rr \' r the ar , including a numb r in the Magazine. 

111011g the e are ''L k\\10 d Hou e'' in the 1961 edition; c, torer 
olleg and it .. R I in i ti11g fri an American in e uring Home 

i11 J ffi r n u11t)'," (2004); and ''Rev rend athan Brackett a11d the 
F o u 11 d i 11 g f .. tor r o 11 e g e, ,, ( 2 0 1 7). u r c n d art i c I e th i ye a r by 
l .. 1111 P hu k ni fo u 11ot on the in titution of the chool, but 
rath r on th lit f th 1nmunit fo t red b the h ol through the 
tor L u1 a or11 liu Ja k n ho v a b rn into lav r , be a1ne a 

n1 r11b r of th fir t la of tudent f t rer allege, and lived in the 
H rp r ~err) ar a mn1unit 1 until h rd ath at ag 99 in 1954. 

l .. a tl) a r print f an arti le from the 1941 ditj n of the \llagazine 
gi,, <.l lo k at th arl -pr -bedr m mmunit f the hannondale 
ar a of tl1 ou11t . 

1 h <.l 11 k )' u t a 11 t h 
\ 1 {lg (l - i 1 l e ) p 1 a 11 ) 
b 11 i at i 11 t , , 1 t h t h 

\Vh ha h lped \\'ith thi ear, editi n of the 
t Da,,id lb1n f Pr gr i,, Printing \\rho ha 
,\ rk ('b1r the muddling f th ommittee.>, 

al,\ a, \\' I k for\ 'ard to arti 1 for ne "t y ar' edition of the 
.. ~ 1 a ,1 = 111 . Fa n1 i I ,, Io r I 1, f J ff er 11 o u r1 t i a 11 , t r i of h u e .. 

✓ 

a 11 d i= r p rt i e , a n d n1 a 11) o th r tale~ l i \v a it i n g to be d 1 co\~ r d 
i n t h h i'" to r, f' J f fi r 11 .. o u n t ) . PI a l t u k n \~ )' o u r id a at 
j f"f r c rl ht t r i al,, , . or . 
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250th Anniversary of the 
Bee Line March 

P. Dougla Perk 

D 

Ai1t/1or ~ Pl,oto 

R d dication f th pirit Of 1775 onument 
111 th t1m1n r f 1 _ a th ati n rnn1 m rat d the 
_ 1 h n 11 i ,, r r , th birth f 11 ral a hi11ot n, 

ti n I i t ' Dau0 ht r f tl1 
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American Revolution (DAR) in Shepherdstown dedicated a 
monument to the ''The Spirit of 1775 ." The monument com­
memorated Captain Hugh Stephenson's Rifle Company's Bee 
Line March to Cambridge, Massachusetts. The monument was 
originally located along the Kear·neysville Pike at the top of the 
farm lane which led to Jacob Morgan's hoine, Falling Spring. 

In 2012 the monument was moved to a safer location just inside 
the entrance of Elmwood Cemetery and rededicated by Pack Hor e 
Ford Chapter. 

On June 7, 2025, the monument was once again rededicated 
with an impressive wreath laying ceremony conducted by the 
Pack Hor e Ford Chapter DAR. The ceremony was part of the 
month-long colllillernoration of the Bee Line March. The Jef­
ferson County Historical Society donated funds to purchase 
the flagpole seen behind the tnonurnent. To honor the men of 
Stephenson's Rifle Company, the Gadsden flag, modified with 
the words ''Liberty Or Death," will fly frolll July 17, 2025, 
until January 1, 2026 . The Gadsen flag was chosen because it 
was referenced in Alexander Robinson Boteler's My Ride to 
the Barbecue. On January 1, 2026, the Gadsden flag will be 
replaced by the Continental Colors (Grand Union flag) which 
will fly until June 14, 2027. At that time the Continental Col­
ors will be replaced by the First US flag (Betsy Ross flag), ad­
opted by the Second Continental Congress on June 14, 1775 . 
The First US flag will then be flown perrnanently. 
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•- et out from Potomack to\,·ard Bo ton - the Bee Line 'March 

Jul 17 _ 20_5 marked the _ 0th anni er ary of the da when 
aptain Hu0 h t pl1 n n Rifle mpan left M cklenburg, 

t d h ph rd t n. The mpan a headed to Cambridge 
a a 'hu tt ~ an ring the all i ued on June 14, 1775, by the 

.. nd ntin ntal nore t ""j in the a1·1n near Bo ton., 1 After 
a n1ar h f _6 d , th mpa11 of 94 Virginian arri ed at their 
d tinati n, h r th j in d two rifle ompanie from Maryland 
a11d , i fr m P nn 1 a11ia. The t n new ompanie united wjth 
1niliti fr m nn ti ut, Ma achu ett ~ ew Hamp hire and 
Rh d I land f 11ning the ntinental 11n under the command of 

n ral G r a hington. 

011 ed11 da a 10, 1775, th e ond Continental Congre 
l1ad n 11 d i11 th Pe11n 1 ania tate Hou e in Philadelphia, 
t( da 'all d Ind p nd n Hall.2 T I e of the Briti h colonie 3 

nt d I 0 at . P t n Rand lpl1, Ge rge Wa hington, Richard 
H nry L ~ d1nund Pendl ton, Be11jamin Harri on~ and Richard 
Bland r pr nt d ir0 inia~ a11d Pe ton Randolph wa cho en a 
th pr idin0 ffi r.4 ith th Battle f Le ington and Concord 
fr h 11 th ir 1nind , n W dne da Jun 14 1775 the Continental 

11g r .. auth riz d th reati n of ~, i 01npanie of e pert 
rit'ft m n~ b imm diat 1 rai d in Pen I ania two i11 Maryland 
a11d tw i11 irginia_,~ .. On mu t r d in, th rift companie were 
i11 trt1 t d t ·mar h and j in the ann n ar Bo ton ,,6 here the 
\\ tild b -- 1npl d a light infantry~ under th mmand of the 
hi f ffi r in that ann .~' OT : Ori0 inal pelling ithin 

qt1 tati 11 h 

l 

-

1 
-... 

7 

J .R l l· THE () 1·1. t. ~TALC 0. 'GR£ .. 1774- 17 9. FDIT D FR ~ 1 THE 
J{J -; J l~ Rl: RD I." rfHF., LIBR~R}~ OF , . T(1RF BY \\70RTHI. ~GT • • 
H • __ \ 1-- RD HI .. F, DI\ I I . F 1IA l c:RIPT Volume II. 1775. 1a\ 

110- r>tcn1bt:r 20. \\ HI . <~T . .. \ ER. "' \1F. "'f PRI. I I. "' CJ OFrl E. 1905. Page 
. Librar , f ongrL, b.u.J2 f ,,,,,,\,1 ,,ti I I. 

I p rtn1cnt f tale. tli of lht H1 torian. Penn , J,,ania tale Hou t (Independence 
liall) Pl1ilad lpl1ia. httr ://l1i tor, tatt go, Jepartn1 nthi.., tor)' uild1ng ect1on3. 

e rgi,1 dtl g te did not arri,rc until Jul , 17-~ 
J u rnal • th ont i11 11tal ongrt \ olun1c 11, 177- la)' I Cl t.: plt n1eber 20, pag<. I __ 
J hid. J>agc.: 9. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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Congress prescribed each company 's composition declaring that 
each company con ist of a captain three lieutenants, four serjeants, 
four corporals a drummer or trumpeter, and sixty-eight privates , '8 

a total of 81 men. In addition, they authorized the following rates 
of pay: 

[A] captain @ 20 dollars per month ($814.40 today)· a 
lieutenant @ 14 dollars ($541.58 today); a serjeant @ 

8 dollar ($325.76 today); a corporal @ 7 1/3 dollars 
($297 .26 today)· drummer or [trumpeter] @ 7 1/3 dollar • 
private @ 6 2/3 dollar ($271.60 today) 

To pay for the army and other related expense , Congress authorized 
the issue of what became known as Continental Currency in the 
fallowing amounts: 49 ,000 $8 bill 49 000 $7 bills, 49 ,000 $6 bills 
49 ,000 $5 bills 49 000 4 bill , 49 ,000 3 bills 49 000 $2 bills, 
49 000 1 bills and 11 800 $20 bill for a total of 403,800 bills 
valued at $2,000,000.9 

Two day after the Continental Army was established George 
Washington was advi ed that the Congress had by a unanimous 
vote chosen him 'to be general and com[mander] in chief' of 
the army ' raised, in defence of American Liberty. 10 

' Whereupon 
Colonel Washington, standing in his place spoke as follows ' : 

MR. PRESIDENT, 
Tho I am tn1ly sensible of the high Honour done me 
in this Appointment, yet I feel great di tre from a 
con ciousness that my abilities and military experience 
may not be equal to the extensive and important Tru t: 
However, as the Congre s desire it I will enter upon the 
momentou duty and exert every power I po e s in their 

8 Ibid. 
9 Journal of the Continental Congre , Volume II, 1775, May 10-Septemeber 20, pages 

105-106. 
10 Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume II, 1775, May 10-Septemeber 20, pages 

91 -92. 

... 
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r\ i and f r upp 11 of th el ri u au e. I be0 the 
ill a pt m m t ordial thank f r thi di tin0 ui hed 

t tim n f th ir appr bation. 

But 1 m unlu k ent hould happen .. unfa ourable 
t 1n r putati n'I I beg it ma b remembered, b every 

ntl man i11 th r m that I thi da ~ de lare with 
th utm t in rit .. I d not think m elf equal to the 

m1nand l am h nored ith. 

to pa .. 11 ir I beg I a to a ur the Congre .. that .. 
a n p uniar 011 ideration ould ha e tempted me to 
ha a pt d thi arduou mpl ment .. at thee pence of 
m <l m ti a and l1appine .. I do not wi h to make 
a11y pr t'fit fr m it. I ill k ep an e act A count of my 

p n . Th .. I d ubt not .. the will di charge and that 
i all Id ire.12 

21 

a hi11 0 t n r main d in Philad lphia until he re eiv d hj 
n11ni i 11 n nda .. June 19th

. On official! in barge he 
ff r d ad i r 0 ardin 0 hi ommand taff but o n et off f r 
a a hu~ tt . H arri d in ambridge on Monda .. Jul 3rd and 

a un1 d c mmand ()f th ntin ntal rm .13 

itl1i11 a matt r f da f th June 14th ngre ional mandate~ 
it \\1a d id d that b th f ir0 inia ~ rift 1npanie ould 
b r 'ruit d in th h nand ah alle .14 he principal fo u f 
'Ou11ti a t f th Blu Rid0 untain a · t con entrate on 

11 on re .. had authorized "fi,,e hundred dollar , per n1onth, be allo," ed for h1 pa)' and 
~\ptn ts. 

, 

1 _ Journal" o the on tin ntal ongr<.. \ olun1e I I, 1775 i\la}' 10 epten1eber 20, page 

91 - - · 
13 l .. ibr ar , of ongrt 

n1ar ' I o un1cnt in 
l ·1 "Ihl 2 ~lar ,}and ri Ile 

~1cpht rd lL1,,'n a tl1t 

cd r n1 ,,,itl1ir1 a ir I 

G orgc \\ a hington 111n11 1011 a omn1ander in hief: Pri -
mera an Hi .. tor}'· http /guide~ loL go,1/,,a h1ngton con1m1 10n. 

mpa11ie ,,,ere formed in Freder1 k .... ount ' ta11,Jand. \~ ith 
nt r, the 1 on1pan1t from\ irginia and 1ar}'land ,,,ere reLruil ­

,,~it h _Q - 111 ii rad 1u"' . 
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enf arcing the trade restrictions on Great Britian imposed by the 
First Continental Congre .15 This made it expedient to turn to the 
men of western Virginia to answer the call. In 1770 there were four 
countie in western Virginia: Augusta, Botetourt Frederick, and 
Hampshire. Frederick County founded in 1738 and situated in the 
Lower Shenandoah Valley,16 was not the largest in terms of land area 
but was the mo t heavily populated of the four. In 1772, because 
of increased settlement and a corresponding ri e in population, 
Frederick County was divided into thirds, and two new countie 
were formed from within her borders. The northernmost of the 
three was named Berkeley in honor of N orbome Berkeley baron 
de Botetourt; Frederick County anchored the middle third· and the 
outhem county wa called Dunmore17

, in honor of John Murray 
fourth earl of Dunmore. The decision was made that one rifle 
company would be recruited in Berkeley County and one would 
come from Frederick County. 

Once it wa decided that the men of Berkeley County would be 
called upon to form a company, it wa up to the Berkeley County 
Committee of Safety to decide who would take command. In a letter 
written year after the American Revolution Henry Bedinger18 had 
thi to ay about the man elected for the job: 

Captain Hugh Stephen on of Berkeley & Daniel Morgan 19 

of Frederick were elected to rai e and command these 
companies being the first Regular troops required to be 
rai ed in the State of Virginia for Continental Service.20 

15 The First Continental Congress called for an end to imports from Great Britain by De­
cember 1774 and an end to exports to Great Britian by September 1775. 

16 Because the Shenandoah River flows from south to north, the northern part of the Val­
ley is lower in elevation than the southern part of the Valley. 

17 When Dunmore fell out of favor, in 1778 the county was renamed Shenandoah. 
18 Henry Bedinger was 4th Sergeant in the rifle company named for its captain, Hugh Ste­

phenson. 
19 Michael Cre ap and Thomas Price were chosen to lead the Maryland rifle companies. 
20 Historic Shepherdstown. Danske Dandridge. The Michie Company, Printers. Charlot­

tesville, Virginia. 1910. Page 79. The quote comes from a letter written by Henry Beding­
er to Samuel Berkeley Finley. Finley had written Berlinger inquiring about hi father's, 
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t1rth rm r , B din r p int d lit that·· aptain Hu0 h tephen on 
r nd z- u a h pherd· To n (not Martin burg).''21 

kl 11bur0
22 a th m t plau ible lo ation for the rifle ompany 

t m t f" r n impl rea n: although there were numerou 
ttl 1n nt in B rk le unt , in 1775 Mecklenburg . founded in 

17 ... , a tl1 nl tabli hed to n. Martin burg~ whi h would 
b tapp d a B rk 1 ' unt at, wa n 't e tabli hed until 
177 . Bath, lat r B rk le pring , wa e tabli hed in 1776 and 
al th u0 h th r a a ttlem nt at Robert Harper' ferry, the town 
\\1

a L 11 't .. tabli h d until 1851. Charle town wa a po t-American 
R luti 11 t 11, f u11ded in 17 6. 

mpl t th ffi er orp , th Committee of afety cho e three 
Ii ut nant . illiam H n ha wa appointed 1 l Lieut nant, George 

tt a _nd Li ut nant" and braham hepherd wa named 3rd 

Li ut 11ant.- 1th ugh not authoriz db Congre the Committee 
h , t add an th r offic r and tapped William P le to erve 

a n ign. h in0 r markable fore ight Dr. Garratt Tuni on, 
1 kl 11bur

0
' ·~r id nt pra ti inb ph i ian," wa cho en to er e 

th mpan ' ur0 n. When the compan arri ed at Cambridge, 
u 11i n b am th ur O n f r all f ur of the Vi1~ginia and Mar land 

' 111pani .. . L al mu i ian t ph n arden a tapped to be the 
111pa11 • drumm r . 

rding t H n B din
0

er, ~~ ur mpan 
th 11 a "" k.·· 24 and th m n ho enli t d 

11t dth 111 Iv fr m r dire tion in th 

a 
for 

• • • 
1 101 t 

rai ed in 
ne ear 

f the e 

ar11ut: 1 Finlt, n1ilitar) are r, e,. pec..1all)' a .. a men1ber of .. tephen, c.on1pan)' and the Bee 
Line larch. 

_I Ibid. 
h ph rd to,,'n \\ a lallcd 1eLklenburg until December 2, 1-93, ,,·hen the to,vn ,, a 

nan1c: ht pherd c>,,r-n in h nor of to,,rn founder 'lnoma hepherd and then hep 
}1t;rd t ,,,n a ttL r the i,,il \\ ar. 

-· ~Thon1a, } lite \\J 11amt:d rd I it.:ulenant but declined to er,,e. Abraham hepherd ,, .. a 
hi rcpla n1 nt. 

_4 "Ihe fli ial n1u tcr dat f r both .. l phcn,on'· and 1l)rgan' compan1c \,a June 22, 
1775. 8 th rt J) nd Pri t: '- ompan1e_ Jron1 . 1ar)'land n1u t red i11 the da} before on 
Ju11 _] , 177 - . 
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towns. 25 Those who volunteered were described as both ''young 
men of character 26and 'eager, hot-blooded young men, the very 
pick and flower of old Berkeley.' 27 There are two extant copies of 
the mu ter roll for Stephenson Rifle Company. One appeared in 
Dandridge s Historic Sliepherdstown28 and the other in Bushong 's 
Historic Jefferson County29

. 

Once the ranks were filled, Captain Stephenson' found it necessary 
in order to round out the company organization, that four sergeants 
and four corporal should be elected. In addition he 'in i ted 
the Company hould elect them from them elve . '30 After some 
consideration the men of the company chose the following to serve 
as their noncommissioned officers: 

1st Sergeant Samuel Finley 
2nd Sergeant William Kelly 
3rd Sergeant Josiah Flagg 
4th Sergeant Henry Bedinger 

1st Corporal John Crawford 
2nd Corporal David Miller 
3rd Corporal Henry Barratt 
4th Corporal George Michael Bedinger31 

Although honored by their election, initially the newly minted 
ergeants and corporal didn t think that their rank had ' much 

consequence.' 32 But in June 1776, when their enli tment was up the 
men discovered that their commissions had in the end considerable 
bearing in the line of promotion. Thi was particularly true in June 
1776 when the Virginia and Maryland rifle companie were made 
part of the newly formed Maryland & Vrrginia Rifle Regiment. 
Stephenson was named colonel of the new regiment, both Abraham 
Shepherd and William Henshaw were promoted to captain, and 
Henry Bedinger and Samuel Finley were made lieutenants. 

25 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 79. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 77. 
28 Ibid. Pages 88-89. 
29 Bushong, Millard K. Historic Jefferson County. Carr Publishing Company, Inc. Boyce, 

Virginia. 1972. Pages 497-498. 
30 Ibid. Page 80. 
31 Ibid. Pages 80 and 88. 
32 Ibid. 
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D p ndin° 11 th ur , , th iz f t ph n n, compan i 
r p rt d t ha b nan h r fr m 94 t 100 me11. pre iou ly 
tat d mu t r roll f teph n n mpan appear in both 

Dan k Dandridg , b k Hi toric l1ep/1erd to11 n and Dr. Millard 
Bu h ng Hi to,·i Jeffer 0 11 oz,111)'. Dandridge a knowledged 
that a far a h kn --a mp let mu ter roll,, of the ompan --ha 
11 v r b n print d. ~ H er from an unnamed ource he came 
up n -·a littl r ipt b k that had belonged to Captain tephen on_,, 

11 b k •• i in h 1 nb b three in h wide and bound in doe-
kin. • \J a dat d -·R bury Camp January 1 l ~ 1776 and li ted the 

11a1n f 4 m n in ,t phen n" com pan who were paid on that 
dat . dditi nal r ar h u i11g 'old letter and ~-a journal written 
b 011 f th r0 eant f th mpan Dandridge wa able to add 
th 11am f 10 m 11 r ulting in a mu ter roll containing the name 
t' 4 n1 11. h 1nu t r r 11 a printed in Dandridge book with 

thi~ t: 

Tradition nam ral th r ho ma ha e been among 
th numb r. but I ha th ught it be t to onfine m elf 
t th n m i11 th littl r eipt bo k and a few other 
n1 nti n db name in th j urnal to hi h I ha e referred, 
p rt f hi 11 ill b gi n later. 

Dr. Bu h 11g Ii t th u t r R 11 f aptain Hugh teph n on" 
n1pan ' 177 -1776 in pp ndi of hi b k Hi toric Jeffer 0 11 

0 11111 . . 
3 H it Dandridc a hi our e. r that rea n" I" e 

r Ii <l 11 D'tndrid~ • Hi tori • l1epl1ercl lOlt·11 a m our . 

111u 11 a 1·a lik t , I n11 tr lat m thi11g ab ut all of th m n 
ir1 t · ph 11 n nip n . If u r int r ~ t d.. n pag 29 - 59 
in pp 11di , f h r b k Hi to,·i /1epl1e,-d ·to,\·11 Dandridg ha 
pr id d a11 •• lphab ti al i t f Offi r and Pri at .. onn ted 
,,,itl1 h ph rd t \vn.. r R ruit d in it , i0 hborho d" During th 
R \' luti 11.~- Th li t in lud a bri f bi graphi al k t h f a h 

Bu h ng. P gt 497-49 . 
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man named. I have chosen a select few to illustrate the experiences 
of the Men of 1775. My apologies to those unnamed. 

William Anderson: William re-enlisted in June 1776 in 
Captain Abraham Shepherds Company. On November 
16 1776 he was captured at the Battle of Fort Washington. 
'Joined the British Army to save his life.' 

William McCue: In his journal Henry Bedinger recorded 
the following 'on April 9, 1776 William McKue of our 
Company had the Misfortune to have his Left hand Blown 
off by firing his rifle which Bur ted above half the length 
of the Barrel open Blew away the lock and Tore his hand 
in a shocking manner, so that it has been Taken off at the 
Wri t. ' McCue was awarded a pension of $40 per month 
for hi injury. 

Adam Sheetz: Adam was the brother of gunsmiths Henry 
and Philip Sheetz. In June 1776 he re-enli ted in Captain 
Abraham Shepherds Company. On November 16 1776 
he was captured at the Battle of Fort Washington but oon 
exchanged. Later erved in Captain Mathew Jouett s 
Company and in Colonel Daniel Morgan s 7th Virginia 
Regiment. 

John Curry: John ' deserted to the British in the night on 
February 27, 1776. 

Michael Engle: Michael was the brother of Philip Engle. 
In June 1776 he reenlisted in one of the companies 
raised in Berkeley in 1776 [either Abraham Shepherds 
or William Morgan's company]. Engle Died on a prison 
ship . 



Patrick aughan: 
aptai11 braham 

1 ih 1776'1 p rhap 
m r pr babl in h 
kill d. , 

Patri k re-enli ted in June 1776 in 
hepherd ompan . ~He died o . 
in a ki11ni h with the enemy, but 
pital a the pa roll a died, not 

eorge & William Tabb: In O tob r 1775 ~~on hearing of 
th d ath f an th r brother the e oung men obtained a 
di harge:, Their di harge: 

B rd r f Hi E ellen 'I George Wa hington, 
q., G neral and om1nand r in Chief of the Ar1ny 

f th nit d Colonie . 

h rea th b ar r 'I William and George Tabb, 
r·i fl m n in Major te n n' Compan , ha i11g 

d ith urage and fid lit all the time of their 
ntinL1an in the rm , and with due obedien e 

t th ir offi r but b the unfortunate death of 
th ir ld r br th r it i ne e ary for the ettlement 

f th ir pri at affair and for the a i tan e of the 
id and hildr n f tl1 ir de ea ed brother that 

th ' , 11 uld b 0 ratifi d in ha,1ine their di harge 
a11d p r·1ni i 11 t 1·etum t their h m 'I the are here 
b di , harg d. Gi 11 at th amp before Bo ton, 
Oct b r 177 . 

11 n mmand, t all it 1na n em. 

H rati 

4 \ irginia H1 l< ri al . 1agazin ., Year I· nd1ng l)eLen1bcr 3 I, I 9 I 4 \ ol. XXI I, b)' th\: \ ir-
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irlia 1;1 tl ric 1 iel)'· HathiTru http .. ://babel.hathitru t org/ gi/1)t ?id=u l .b362405 l 
~ .. q=9 l..:·q l = (.;orgt TabbJ·forn1at=plaintext 
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George Shaner: George was a private from Shepherdstown 
who erved in the Virginia Line. In 1835 he was still living 
in Shepherdstown and wa drawing a pension. 

William Hulse: William enlisted in Captain Stephenson's 
company in 1775. After the Revolution , he moved to St. 
Clairsville Ohio. 

Robert White: Robert wa appointed 2nd Lieutenant in 
a company of the 12th Virginia Regiment under Colonel 
Jame Wood when the Continental Army reorganized 
in 1776. He was badly wounded on June 26, 1777 at 
the Battle of Short Hills in ew Jersey. After the war 
he became a di tinguished Juri t in Frederick County, 
Virginia. 

Abraham Shepherd: Abraham was the youngest on 
of Thomas Shepherd. He wa 3rd lieutenant in Stephens 
Company replacing Thoma Hite who had declined to 
serve . When the company wa reorganized in June 1776 
Shepherd was made captain. In November 1776 he 
was taken pri oner at the Battle of Fort Washington and 
remained a pri oner until paroled in 1778 and allowed to 
return home. He took no further part in the war. 

Josiah Swearingen: Josiah was born near Mecklenburg 
in 1744 the on of Van Swearingen. He was promoted to 
captain and erved with General Edward Hand at Fort Pitt. 

On June 14 1775 the Continental Congress authorized a company 
that included 12 officers, plus either a drummer or a trumpeter and 
68 privates for a total of 81 men. In addition to the 81 officer and 
men authorized by Congres , Stephen on Company added an 
Ensign a Surgeon, and an additional 11 private for a total of 94 
men. These totals how an increase in the amount of men above the 
original authorization. 
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ldi 1· i11 niform. Thi watercolor from 
th m ri an War of lndep ndence i by 
J an Bapti t Antoine d erger. Pictured 
ar a Bla k oldi 1· f th Fir t Rhode I land 
R im nt~ a e ngland militiaman, a 
frontier rifleinan, and a French officer. The 
frontier rifleman i ho n in dre imilar 
t that f t ph n on~ Rift Compan . 

Libra . http :/ / . loc.oo I 
it m/_O 
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t l r ad t tabli h a militar unifo1·1n~ the Continental 
11 0 r itnpl ~ aid that the men h an er d th all to a11n 

\V r· .. t fi11d th i1· \\ n 11n a11d I ath .••3~ Th r ar thre ur e 

\\1hi h d rib th t1tfit .. f t ph n n mpan . One urce 
,, a H nr .. • B di11 e r' fir t-p r n a unt i11 hi 1 tt r to amu I 
B rk I i11l , rdi11 0 t B di11 0 r. a h man a utfitt d 
\\1ith: 

3 Journal ~ o thL ontincntal .Jongrt J>agc 90. 
36 amutl B rke1c 'Finlc, lather, an1utl, \\J the l trgtant of teph n on' Rifle on1-

p 11}'· 
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[A]n approved Rifle handsome shot pouch, and powder­
horn blanket knap ack, with such decent clothing as 
hould be pre cribed, but which was at first ordered to 

be only a Hunting hirt and pantaloons, fringed on every 
edge and in Various ways .37 

Alexander Robinson Boteler, born in 1815, claimed to have talked 
about the Bee Line March with men who had made the 26-day 
joumey.38 Writing in the pamphlet My Ride to the Barbecue, he 
provided a little more detail to what the men wore and added a 
couple of items: 

[T]hey adopted home pun hunting- hirts, made of tow 
linen (fringed around the neck and down the front) leather 
legging and mocca ins. Each wore a buck-tail in hi hat , 
and had a tomahawk and scalping-knife in his belt.39 

After reading My Ride to the Barbecue, Dan ke Dandridge, in 
her book Historic Shepherdstown, added yet another detail ' not 
mentioned by Mr. Boteler: 

[E]ach of Stephen on s riflemen had the word Liberty 
or Death the f amou exclamation of Patrick Henry in 
hi immortal speech in the Virginia House of Burge se 
embroidered upon the brea t of his hunting hirt.40 

Afterwards , regarding the attire of Stephenson men Dandridge 

3 7 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 79. 
38 Henry Bedinger could have been the source of Boteler 's account. Bedinger lived in 

Berkely County. He died in 1843 at Altona, the home of his daughter Elizabeth and her 
husband Braxton Davenport. 

39 My Ride to the Barbecue or, Revolutionary Reminiscences of the Old Domin ion by An 
Ex-Member of Congress. With Twenty Illustration . New York: Published by S. A. Rollo. 
169 and 170 Fulton treet, opposite t. Paul's Church . 1860. Forgotten Books. FB &c Ltd, 
Dalton House, 60 Windsor Avenue, London, SW 19 2RR. 2015. 

40 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 93. 
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l ,1111 11t d, "· hat a pit it i that n t one f the e famou huntin
0 

hirt ha b 11 pr 1- d! ' impl planati n for the ab en e of 
th r Ji ~ uld b that aft r th iron - ear enli tment wa up the 
11u11ti110 l1irt and th r gear w rn b the e Patriot were wor e for 
Vt' ar. 

Ith t1 c-h t ph n n mpan had a ft1ll ro t r by June 22~ 1775 
th r d la d i11 foll ing the rder to a oon a compleated, 
hall mar 'h and join the ann n ar Bo ton.''41 Henry Bedinger, in 

hi~ l tt r t amu I Berk I Finle , offered thi e planation for the 
h ldup: 

Th mpani being thi une pectantly alled for, it 
\\ a a diffi ult ta k to btain rifle of the qualit required 

r d tained at hep herd, Town nearl i week 
b f r ould btain u h .42 

In hi .. b k Ar,11 Make,,. of Mar)'la11d Daniel D. Hartzler lent up port 
t B di110 r' laim. Writinb ab ut gun mith during the American 
R lutio11, Hartzl 1· not d that Thoma Worl . Philip heetz and 
H nr h tz • f kl nburg in th Count of Berkle igned 
a d u111 nt n a _ , 1776 ffering to make ~ twenty-four good 
a 11d ell fi t Rift gun p r month at the rate f Four Pound and 

n hill int' ... 43 illi11 0 t r but unprepared to march off t war .. 
an ur1 n wn numb r f th 94 men in t phen on.. ompan had to 
\J 'tit f r an appt.. d rift n1ad b 1 al 0 un mith lik the h etz 
br th r . nd that t k time. 

1 Journal f th ontinental ongre . Pagt 9. 
1... Hi ,toric /1 pl1t r<l,1t>l1111. Pag i9- 0. 
13 I)ani I D. Hartzler. , \ r111\ ,\lt.1ke1· (if 1\1,11·_ ,Ja,1tl. 1t orge ~hun1\,,a, ) a rk, Penn. 1977. 

\... ' 
Page _7-:. 
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i11all , n th m ming of Monda ~ Jul 17 1775 ~ 

n, n 4th 

n1pan) a read t mar h.44 Fortunate! . one of the 
ant H nry B <linger kept a journal in hi h he made 

dail b r ati n f hi fir t ear a a oldier in the Continental 

• 

t th end f da ne, Bedinger wrote: 

J L 17th
• 1775. t ut fr m Patomack toward Bo ton 

and 
fr m 

n amp d at th 
harp burgh.46 

Mire 

ttin into mar hin0 hap 

pring 45 about Three mile . 

J um red appr imat 1 
ould take time. Their fir t da 

eight mile . 
~ 

B mid- k th mpan rea h d Frederi k~ Maryland. where 
th r i d a h r ' 1 ome. Thi i how Bedinger de ribed 
\\1l1at turn d ut t b an lab rat parade: 

a,· h d t F1·ed ri k To n [Fr derick. Maryland] where 
T o mpan f Ind p nd nt met u about Three Mile 
fr m th ~ n. W mar hed before them into the Town. 
T11 th 11 ar h db u and we halted and we foll ed 
th m ut ft 11. h n th Halted and we pa ed b . A 
o n a G t Pa d th m th Ga e three Loud hout 

and Turn d and L ft u . W al o n red th m and made 
ff. h · n r d n , and n amp d at r. 

nli ._ .47 

h mpan ' \Va1·m r pti n in Fr d ri k uld be rep atedl 
r pli at d in a h t \: n r illae al n0 th r ut to Cambridge .4 

umin~ that r __ an, r ap a11d Pri f 11 d th am r ut , 

4 Dan1tl ~lorgan left\\ in he ler on f~rida}', Jul}' 14, 17-5 I\l1Lhael e ap and Thoma 
J>r1lt' lcit Freder1c.k lar~1land Cl n Tue "<la}' Jul)' l , 1775. 

- Lik I,' to ht» K~ed)· ,•illt. prin ,,,hi h i-. ta l of Keed)' .. ,,ille and feed Little A.ntietan1 
re k. 

4 Hi tori /1epl1t. rt! 10 ,v ,1 . Pagt.. 97. 
•I 7 Hi ,oril Sliepl,er,J ro, .. ,,, . Page 97. 

Ibid. Page 7-10 1. 
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residents were aware not only that Stephenson s company was on 
the way but they clearly understood the importance of their mi sion. 
The warm welcome the men received was a strong indication of the 
publics support for the challenge that the men had accepted. 

It appears that although the men were well outfitted, they were 
traveling light, essentially living off the land. Whether treated to 
a meal in a local church, in a private home, or at a local tavern 
mo t times Bedinger recorded that Stephenson s men were U ed 
Extremely Honorable 49 meaning that on a scale of one to five the 
meal would receive four or five stars. Occasionally, they struck a 
rock. When the company camped at Sussex Courthou e ,50 instead 
of the usual positive review Bedinger reported that their hosts the 
Butcher and Landlady U ed the Company Very Ill.' 51 But for the 
most part the men were de ervedly treated like heroe . 

After being on the march for a fortnight , the company reached ' East 
Town 52 were they made camp. The men re ted the next day and 
per hap for the first time Got our Ammunition Ready, Guns in 
order, and tried them. Although many of them were experienced 
riflemen some had new weapons recently acquired from either the 
Sheetz brothers or another Berkeley County gunsmith. Now was 
the time to become familiar with their new guns. The next day 
Sunday, July 30th the march resumed and after an 18-mile trek 
the company camped for the night. Within days they were in New 
York and on Tuesday, Augu t 3rd they camped at Fishkill. They were 
soon in Connecticut marching through Litchfield Farmington and 
Hartford , '' the Metropolis of Connecticut' where they camped.53 

As they drew nearer their destination the marches became more 
inten e. After they cros ed the Connecticut River at Hartford they 
marched 25 miles before stopping to camp. The next day they 
marched 27 mile before halting, and the day following they made 
29 miles before topping at a Tavern where there were Three Girls. 

49 Ibid. Page 97. 
50 ussex Courthouse is near the New Jer ey, border with New York. 
51 Ibid. Page 100. 
52 Easton, Pennsylvania. 
53 Historic Shepl1erdstown. Page 101. 
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H d , 1n Di r i n. • 54 Th n t d th n1ar h d 16 mil before 
l ppino f r br akfa t._ th n ntinued ni11e mile to Water Town and 

fr rn tl1 r thr a11d a half mil t -1,Head Quarter in Cambridge" 
B i11e Frid " 11 th u

0
u t .··ss 11 t Id, the Bee Line March took 26 

da , ri110 alm t 600 mil . Taking into a ount one day of 
r t 11 Jul .-9th

• that" , an a rage of 24 mile p r da . After lea ing 
irgi11ia. th tra I d thr u0 h i tate pending three and a half 

d~1 in a land, t n da in P nn I ania. two da in ew 
J r . thr da in Y rk, four i11 nnecticut, and three and 
a h,1]f da i11 a a hu tt before joining General Wa hington in 

ambrid0 . 

ithju t thr pti n . th ompan made thejoume un cathed. 
Th fir t a an a id nt that o urred a ro the u quehanna 
Ri\' r r n1 rk~ Penn 1 ania. h ferry ouldn t arry the entire 

n1pan at n tim hil aiting for th ir companion to cro 
-· 'l ral nt t th Ta e111 n th Lanca ter ide."" It appear that 
a 1nbi11ati n f in uffi i nt fir arm in tn1 tion plt1 the fruit of 
th ta m r 111a be b being b .) ended hen ~~Jame Higgin 

hott a ad int illiam Blair'I Leg0 ."'1
56 The incident re ulted in 

lair b in 0 • di abl d t W lk and e re oon obliged to Lea e 
hi111 in r ar ... '1 57 

" ' 11 mil a t of Lan a ter'I Penn I ania, John 
K v a I ft b hind, d rib d a b ing ~~ ery i k. "58 Within four 
1nil f R din~, P n11 1 ania, • dam heet had 11ch iolent fit 

'-' 

tl1 t \\1 r afraid 1~ hi lif . He Re red but felt ery n ell 
ft r a t da .~~s9 n id ring the 1 ngth of the j time and the 
11un1b r f n1 n. n a id nt a11d t ill11 e i not a bad tra k 
r rd . 1th ti~h n t auth riz db ncr . th d i i n to enli t 
Dr. arratt Tuni n m t rtainl ntribut d t th fa t that n 

11d .. ' ~ J a 11ual) 1, 177 , Blair. K .. and h tz had regained 
th ir h ·:ilth , nd r am n c th m n h r i d th ir pa . 

5 Hi toric /1,?pl,erd 10,i 11 . Pagt 10 I 
... 5 ~1orga11• on1pan, arri,,t:d on unda)' ugu t 6, 1775. re ap and Price arri,,ed on 

\ \ t! d n t d a }r 1\ u g u l ) I 7 7 5. 
I bi cl. J> a c . 

57 Ibid. 

Ibiti. 
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The men of Stephen on Rifle Company had signed a one-year 
enlistment, and in June 1776 their time wa up. At the urging of 
General Washington the Continental Congre s authorized the 
creation of the Maryland and Virginia Rifle Regiment.60 The new 
regiment would be composed of nine rifle companies - four from 
Maryland and five from Virginia.61 Three of the companies raised 
in 177562 would form the core of the regiment and would be joined 
by four new rifle companies from Virginia and two new companies 
from Maryland. Based on his performance in the fir t year of the 
war, Captain Hugh Stephen on was promoted to the rank of colonel 
and given command of the new regiment. 3rd Lieutenant Abraham 
Shepherd wa promoted to the rank of captain and given command of 
Stephenson sold company. Sergeants Samuel Finley William Kelly, 
and Henry Bedinger were promoted and erved a Shepherd's 1st

, 

2nd and 3rd Lieutenants, respectively.63 Washington also requested 
that the new regiment be enli ted for three years which Congre s 
approved.64 

On June 24, 1776, Henry Bedinger wrote in his journal 'Just got 
Leave and made Ready to Start Home. 65 Hi return to Virginia was 
delayed by the new of the formation of a new rifle regiment and 
hi promotion to lieutenant. By July 9th the regiment organization 
wa complete and Captain Shepherd and Lieutenant Hedinger 
and Finley 'were di patched to Berkeley to recruit and re-fill the 
old Company 66 which we perf or1ned in about five weeks." After 

60 Hentz, Tucker F. Unit History of the Maryland and Virginia Rifle Regiment 

(1776- 1781): Insights from the Service Record of Capt. Adamson Tannehill. 2007. Virginia 

Historical Society, Richmond, £259 .H52 2007. http: //www.vahistorical.org/ research/tann. 
pdf. 

61 Ibid. Page 5. 
62 Stephenson's, Cresap,s, and Price's companies. 
63 Unit Hi tory of the Maryland and Virginia Rifle Regime,it. Page 7. 
64 Ibid. Page 5. 
65 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 143. 
66 A Muster Roll of Captain Abraham Shepherd's Rifle Company appears on pages 154-155 
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~c r11pleti11 0 tl1 ir r ruitn1 11t a i0 11m nt. hepherd._ Bedir1ger. and 
i11I I d t11 11 w 1npa11 , n a , nd 1nar h t Ma .. achu tt , 

\\l h re n r~1l a hington an iou l awaited their arrival. 
11f' rtL111at 1 ~ olon I Hu 0 h teph 11 on ould not rejoin hi men. 

B di110 r r p rt d th,1t ~~ lo teph n on al o returned to Virginia 
t faci]itat th rai i11c [ t1 the additional ompanie .' While at 
h 1n along th Bt111 kin in ugu t tephen on ~wa taken ick, 
a11d in f ttr da di d _., adl . unlike 1nan of hi om patriot ._ to thi 
da th la t r .. tin0 p1a e f r the man ho led the Bee Line March 
re111ai11~ u11k11 11. 

in I and ridge' Hi 1 ,·i /1e1- l1erll 10,-. 11. 
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The Morgan Springs from My Ride to the Barbecue; 

or, Revolutionary Reminiscences of the Old Dominion. 



Jcf r on o u n l ,, H i st c> r i 
• 

I o i t }' 9 

In I th h ph rd t n ommu11it ommemorated the Golden 
Jubil f th B Lin Mar h. cordin0 t b th Dan ke Dandridge 
a11d l and r B t l r~ the el bration wa held to fulfill a promi e 
mad 50 ar b f r . Dandrid0 e wrote: 

Hi t rian t 11 u that n0 re ordered the rifle companie 
rai d n the 14th f Jun . Befor thi time howe er 
111artial pr parati n w r ell under way and on the tenth 

f Jun th ung olunt er wer 0 i en a barbecue at 
• ~ • ,"6 

~ 1. t l ll .. 11 p fl 11 
0 

. 

h n th une re ruit were about t parate for the 
ni 0 ht ~ th all ar and taking hold of ha11d around the 
tabl I 111nl pl d0 d th m el e , a man a urvi ed, 
t m t again at that pla e fi/0' > ear after.6 

B t l r had a diff r nt er i n. In hi account t"he men of 
t ph n 11 ~ mpan had a ~frugal meal~, on the morning of Jul 

1 7 177 ~ th da f th ir departure. t them al on lu ion the men 
·r fr· m th gra ~, a11d r i d able in°~ after which, olemnly 
a0 r in t O th r that a man of th m a might be ali e on that 
da fift ' a1,. h uld m t again at Morgan pring., 69 Whether 
th pl d \ a made n June 10 J. Jul 17 the fa t remain that 50 

' r latrth prmi a made d. 

\ rag f th l brati 11 app ar d in the June 1-~ 1 .. 5~ i ue 
c)f th i,· i11ic1 F,·e P,· 70 hi h r ported that ~ a part of ladie 

11d ~ ntl 1n 11 r pair d on Frida . th t nth f Jun [ 1 25] ~ to a 
pr·ine r. D. r6a11~ )71 11 ar l1eph rd t n, fr the purpo e 

i l a11dridgt: ,,,rote that tht 1org n pri ng \\'a on1et1n1e r terred to a u, tephen on' 
11ring' 11d that tin c,n ,,,a an alternal1\ e pclling for tephen on. 

6 I Ii~ tori /1ep/1er<l t<J''''' · Page 4. 
69 \1) Ride 10 1/1t' Bc1rlJe 11 . J>agt 6:- 66 
iO lht ne,,, I "lpt:r ,,,a origi r1all)' ailed the HarperJ f ·err.v Fre(' Pre "· In l 2~ Edi tor John 

• 1 II her renamt:d it thl \'ir i11it1 Fr,?e Prt.>s and n10\ ed the paper from Harper Ferr)r 
l( harlt ro,,'n ir1 ) - · 

7 J Daniel ~lorgan li,r d at Pc,plt1r 1ro,1e, toda , Ro e Brake. 
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of celebrating the day, pursuant to an arrangement made 50 year 
before. ' Only five men were alive to fulfill the promise. 1st Sergeant 
Samuel Finley was living in Chillicothe , Ohio.72 He died in 1829 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Private William Hulse lived in St. 
Clairsville Belmont County Ohio where he died in 1830 .73 Private 
Robert White lived in Winche ter, Virginia , where he died in 1831 
after a lengthy career as a judge.74 None of these men attended the 
June 10th celebration. 

About the remaining urvivors the Free Press reported that' Out of 
the ninety- even gallant spirit who composed the company ... but two 
were present, namely, Major Henry Bedinger of Berkeley County, 
Virginia and Major M. [Michael] Bedinger of Kentucky."75 The 
paper also reported that in addition to the two men of Stephenson s 
rifle company [A]] few of those who fought in 76 , and one who 
survived the laughter at St. Clair s defeat were among the number 
at this celebration. 76 

Following an elegant dinner given by Mr. Daniel Morgan 77 the 
celebrant were treated to a military parade replete with 'colors 
flying and music playing. In a touching ceremony 'the son and 
grandsons of hi compeers in arm were called forward , and Major 
Michael Bedinger ''passed through the ranks and shaking each 
cordially by the hand.' Following a salute fired by a detachment 
of artillery led by Captain Harper, the band played a number 
of Patriotic ong . The mu ical concluded with Major Michael 
Bedinger inging two song that had been sung at that spot fifty 
years before. The celebration concluded with several toasts made 
to the strains of Auld Lang Syne. This would be the fir t of many 
celebrations commemorating the Men of 1775 .78 

72 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 316-317. 
73 Hulse family network. Revolutionary War. http: //www.hulsenet.net/revolutionary-war/ . 
74 Historic Shepherdstown. Pages 356. 
75 Ibid. Page 295. 
76 Ibid. 
77 Daniel Morgan of Shepherdstown, not Daniel Morgan of Winchester. 
78 Historic Shepherdstown . Pages 295-296. [They met once again 10 years later commemo­

rating the 60th anniversary of the Bee Line March. You can read Henry Bedinger's de-
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part B Lin lor i th O nerall a ept d n ti n that there 
\\1 '1 1n agr 1n 11t b t n aptain Daniel Morgan and Captain 
Ht1 o l1 t ph 11 .. n that th t o irginia ompanie would meet at 

r drick. a land. and march t geth r to j in General Wa hington. 
,. r<li11 0 t that agr m nt organ compan would lea e from 
inch t r nd r th P t 1nac at Harper Ferry. tephen on 

"'' uld th P t ma at Me klenburg mo t likely aboard 
\\' aring n' f rr , a11d j in M r0 an and hi men at Frederick. 
Ith ugh th a t dat f the agreed upon e odu i unclear 

b tl1 Da11drid0 i11 Hi toric !1ep/1e1!"d tov. '11 and Dr. Bt1 hong in hi 
b k Hi~sto,·ic' Jeffer '0 11 C o i111f)' ntend that Morgan and hi men 
-· tol a mar h n th m [ teph n n ~ Rifle Compan ] a day or two 
b f r th tim acr d t1pon f r th ir departure."'79 Boteler writing 
in M_, Ricle to 1/1e Bc1,-bec11e, tak it one tep further claiming that 

t ph 11 .. 11 and hi m n ere -\th fir t ompan from the outh that 
ralli d t t) th id of a~ hin0 t n from outh, further ontending that 
-· rt:'an ~. rift 1n n r a l1ed the amp [ at Cambridge] a day or two 
aft r t ph n n.· 0 br em r1t r n t. the fact remain that Daniel 

r·0 an I ft in h tr 11 Jul 14. 1775, ro ed the Potomac at 
Harp r 11· th n t da . pa ed thr ugh Frederi k Maryland . 
n Jul 17th clnd arri d at amb1idg 011 ugu t 6th

. A pre iou 1 
tat d. t ph 11 11 l ft 11 July 17th

• mar hed through Frederick on 
th I th

, a11d 11i ' d at am bridge n t10 t1 t 11 th
. 

1 

Lription of that barbe ue in an article titled ~'I etter B)' ~1aJor Henry Bedtnger" 1n 
\ )lun1 III , I e en1bcr 1937 of the \1/a~l1-i11e of 1J1e Jefferr;,011 Co1,11t)' Hi ·t<>r1c·al . oci­

c. t_,, pagl' 3 -39.] 
9 l)andr1dge pagL 93. Bu hong page 52-53 
0 Bot It r page 65-66. 
I lientz. 11i1 H isror_, of rl,e 1\ l t1r)1lt111cl (111tl \'i r~1,1i<1 Rifle 0111p(111_, ,. Page 3 
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Another piece of Bee Line lore is what took place when Stephenson's 
men reached Cambridge. In his journal, Sergeant Bedinger wrote 
that they left Watertown and marched the final 'three Miles and a 
half to Head Quarters in Cambridge." He noted that the date of their 
arrival was 'Friday, 11 th August' and that upon arrival Stephenson' 
Rifle Company 'Was Viewed By General Washington, Gates, 
and a Number of other Gentlemen. 82 In Boteler s ver ion of their 
arrival ''Washington, who was making a reconnoisance in the 
neighborhood, descrying the Vrrginians in the distance , galloped up 
to meet them.' According to Boteler, Captain Stephenson saluted 
General Wa hington and advised him that the company 'from the 
right bank of the Potomac ' was reporting for duty. Boteler further 
claimed General Washington jumped from his horse 'unable to 
resist the impul e ' and shook the hand of each man with ' tears of 
joy rolling down his cheeks as he recognized his friends and fell ow 
soldiers from the South. 83 Danske Dandridge notes that there is no 
mention in' Sergeant Bedinger s journal 'of the alleged meeting 
with General Washington.' She adds that although Boteler 
description of General Washington s behavior was ''unlike the usual 
calm demeanor of the Father of his Country, it most certainly 
must have occurred if Mr. Boteler s account has any historical 
foundation , which we suppo e it has. '84 I 11 leave it to the reader to 
decide whether Bedinger s or Boteler s or Dandridge 's account is 
the most accurate. 

In the summer of 1775 the fate of the American Colonies hung in 
the balance. Whether Daniel Morgan left a day or two early does not 
diminish the contribution to the cause of Independence made by 
both of Virginia s 'companies of expert riflemen.' A he prepared 
to face the might of the British military, General Washington wa 
most certainly gratified, if not overjoyed, by the rapid response of 
the men from Virginia who marched to Cambridge to reinforce the 
Continental Army. What i most important is that all of tho e who 

82 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 101. 
83 M)' Ride to the Barbecue. Page 66. 
84 Historic Shepherdstown. Page 102. 
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ir1 tl1 um111 r· t' 1775 an ered th all I, in defe11c of America11 
Lib rt ,·~ ne,, r b f r~ott n. Huzzah! Huzzah! Huzzah! 

'-

!)<>11, Perk · i ._ t111t1ti\ e (Jj }£if/er '(J ll 01111/\' c111d {I f?rad11a1e (Jj l1ar/e.\ Toi1'11 H ig/1 
. /10,JI. Hl' 1·e<'£'i\ 1£1{l /11,· /J(J l1el(>1··~ <le't1·ee fro ,,1 \'\-'e t \1i1",rtt11ia L '11i\ 'e 1·sit\'. a11d 
Iii, 111t1,·t(>r· lleg,·ee fro,11 l<1111e\ Mc1<li\<J11 L '111, ,ersit _, ·. f ter .. 10 _,·ears of se,·,·ice 
lze r£1 li1·e<I fr<J111 }£jje1·\<J11 fJt111t_) "(·l1<><>l~\. D 011~ er·\Jes a H i~tcJric111 for tire 
£/111,, ·<-><J(l e111t'lc' 1·_, \ ,<>l ·il1ti<J11. c1 D i 1·ec·t(>1· of tl1e Jefferso11 011111_, Hi. 10,·ical 
. cJ ic' I_\ ct · \\' l ' II c,~ 1/1e H1 ~,oric· . l1e11l1£'1·c/ .. \·to,, 11 Co1111111ss1011, a11d 1 • a Tr11 . .\' tee of 1/1 e 

01<1 /1t1r/ ~- 7c,1111 L.J i/,1·t11·)' · He r£'ce11tl_) 1·e111·eti ti\ 1/1e Hi torili11 rJf tlze Jeffe1·so11 
<>11111_\ 1\f1,~·e11111. He is (l j1·et/l t£' 111 le 111,·er c1/JrJ11t l11~\ j{1i·or1re t(Jp1c· - Jeffe1·so11 
011111_, I-Ii "Tor_\. l)<>ttf!. i .. (1 l ' {J111ri/J111i11g c11,r/1{>r to t/1e agazine of t/1 e Jeffe1·~(>11 
,,1,11t_\ l1i .. -;1oric<1l O( tl'I\ t111cl J<J1· 111<111_\ _, ears ,1 ·rote t/1e ol111r111 ··Hi \lOr) 

1\fa11e,·, •• fr. r 1l1t p1r1t o t Jcf 1er on. H£' o-,, r<Jte t11111pllared /1is·tor_, (Jj , e,1· tree! 

11itt' tl 1\le1/1(J<li ·r /111rc/1 111 /1ep/1e1·c/sto\111. DcJ11, l1a,s \11--itte,1 /Jot/1 ''RorJted i 11 

"Ji· 1tlitit)11. 1·<J,,·i11~ O,,,. <J1111111111111e\: H i ·101·_,. of B c111k of l1c1rle T<Ji111 .. c111cl 

•• t>,·e \er, i 11 , 1 l1e 1' .., 1 i111tJ11_) cif r /1e R<Jc k : H i 101·,· of £/111,1 ocJd C e111e t er_\· ... I 11 20 .. 3 
l1e JJ11/Jlisl1 cl l1i ·fir '" t IJ<Jok. "l 'he I\ ii \\'ar ar 1n Jeffer on ount} ._ irginia. He 
,, a 11t1111e<I ti \i1ejf \l ir 1 i11ic1 Hisror, Hero i11 017. (111tl 1l1e 11e.\t , et1r recei, et/ 1/1e . -
P,·e ,., ati(J ll (lll(I Oil ('r\ (Jli(Jll \\ (ll·clj,·(}111 tiler,, 0 R I\ ers ;;, i11g ,rc/e. /11 _022 
rl1£' Hi ro,·i l1ep/1e1·c/J10,, 11 (J111111is ·io11 11c,111ed D<J11g rlze HiJ·to1·ic111 Lc111r£' {1tt' 

oj J £1/Jl1ercl~ro,, 11. Pc, k l-/01· <~ f ~or(I Cl1c1p1e1· .SD R fJreJ·e,1tetl l1i111 l1 it/1 till~ 
l >l1ll1lllllil_\ e,·, i ' \1 ,1,·c/ i,1 _ o ... ~. I-le 1·e i(I llC(lf /1eJJ/1erd,t()\\ ' ll \\ i1l1 Iii ._ \\ ({£1 

l1t' 1·i ·c11·1er Perk . T<, 1e1l1er 1/1e) l1a, l ~ 41 c/1i/{/re11 t111cl _ rt111llc /1i/{/re11. -
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The Evolution of a Black Community 
in Post-War Harpers Ferry 

B L nn Pechuekoni 

P rhap it \r\'a n fan h ol that nti ed re ently emancipated 
illiam and u an Ja k no er from Wheatland Virginia, after the 
i\1il ar. Imo t imm diat 1 on arri al in Harper Ferry they 

11r ll d th ir 1 __ ar-old dau0 hter L ui a in torer ormal chool, 
\\ h r h j in d a11 inaugural la of 19 eager learner . Yet torer 
had n1or to off r th fr dp ople than du ation. The mbioti 
1· l atio 11 hip tl1at d loped i11 the po t-war d ade between torer 
a11d th nt rp1-i ing Bla k familie taking up re idence in Harper 

rr r· at d nditi n ith fe er ra e-ba d ba1Ti.er than wa 
t pi 'al for a t n in u h a tr 110 1 Conf d rate-leaning outhem 

.. Llnt . 

Th in~ pirin0 t f t r r and it impa t on the thou and of 
tt1d 11t a r th r gi n ha been ell d cumented o er the pa t 

f \\' d . ad . Th Bla k mmt1nit ff campu ha recei ed far 
I ~ att ntion. Thi arti 1 pr ide a broad erview of the initial 

\
1 lt1ti 11 f p t - \\1ar Bla k life ithin the muni ipalit of Harper 

fr m I 6 7 thr uch I 900 - a p riod o ring Re on tru tion 
nd th '1rl d ad f th Jim r ra .1 

I '] h .. t)p f thi arti I i li111ited t . th community e tabli hed with-
i 11 the b u11dar1e of th rporation of Harp r Ferry after the war. It 
h uld b n t d, ho,,,e,r r that the to,\Tn f Boli\'ar i immediate!)' ad­

jaLent tc) Harp r rr , , r id nt ften ro ed boundarie between 
tl1 t,, t ,,Qn ,, 1th ut on iou a,,,ar n . Du to the irregular Harp-
r rr,, b undar that ,, rap ar und B li\'ar to the north,,, t - ome-

t 1111 n11 d -.. tr t , ·en - I at i n in Harp r Ferr , "''ere often m 1 id en -
tifi d a Boli\ ar i11 11 ,, pap r ac ou11t a11d , n by on1 re ident . 
.. Ihu , th intlu 11c and h 11 ng f Harp r terr) , er ft 11 mir-
r r d i11 Boli, ar. Bia k hur h h 1 , and frat rnal organizati n 

r,, d r 1d r1t of b th. nd m B li\1ar r ident ,,, rked in Harp r 
F rr p ciall i11 job 11n ct d to th railroad tati 11 and pulp 111ill 

al 11 th ri, r and b a1ne part <)fit l r . 



46 The Magazine of the 

Louisa Comeliu Jack on is ignificant because she set down roots 
and remained in Harpers Ferry for the next 88 years . She married 
owned land, built a home , served in a church, and raised children 
who likewise attended Storer College and resided in Harpers Ferry. 
Her experience typifies as clearly as any African Americans the 
exceptional circumstances that emerged in Harpers Ferry during this 
period and erves as a guide for this overview. 

Pre-Civil War 

Black people lived in Harpers Ferry well before John Brown s 
failed attempt to incite a lave rebellion there in 1859, many were 
attracted by jobs directly and indirectly related to the U .S. Armory 
and Ar enal . The 1850 censu counted 87 free Black and 109 
en laved people residing in Harpers. Ferry, among 1,551 Whites. 
Harpers Ferry edged out the county seat of Charles Town as the 
mo t populated town in Jefferson County but it ratio of enslaved 
people was a minimal 6% compared to Charles Town's 26% (28% 
in the county as a whole). 

Everything changed once war came in 1861. It left the town s 
indu try in ruins damaged much of its architecture , eparated it from 
Confederate Virginia and attached it to the newly created Union 
state of West Virginia. Thousands of elf-liberated people e caping 
slavery had flocked to the town for protection each time it wa held 
by Union troops. Hundred remained at war s end.2 

In late 1865 the U.S. Freedmen s Bureau established an office 
in Harpers Ferry to help transition the freedpeople into a new 
independent life. The federal governments decision to divest 
itself of its Harpers Ferry landholding combined with the arrival 
of New England Freewill Baptist mis ionarie , conspired to create 
conditions for African American that were unique to the region. 

2 For example, see Gen. George W. Wingate, History of the Twenty-Second Regiment of the 
National Guard of the State of New Yo,,.k. Edwin W Dayton, Pub., 1896, p. 85 
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ot1i a famil arri d in t n ir a I 67, a aiding the wor t of 
1·,1 'ial h tilit . ln mid- I 65, ith the Bia k p pulation greatl 
outnt1n1b rin0 th hit ~ report noted ·~con iderable animo ity " 
b t\ n ~4, rtain la f the White and the freedpeople. One 
11 'A' pap r r p rt d that r tun1ing nion oldier tried to ''break 
up a , 1 r d pra r m etin0 . and on aturda night la t they 
d 111 li h d a r fr hment aloon kept at the Ferry by an old colored 
n1an.''4 B th tim the Jack on arri ed, they found that they had 
i11flu ntial, if t n1p rary, alli in the federal government and a more 

ndt1ri11g fri nd hip in a ung Freewill Bapti t mini ter named 
than Bra k tt . In Bra k tt' enthu ia m for not only educating 

fr dp pl but h lpin0 th m thri e, he f unded torer ormal 
h I and th n na ted pr a ti e policie around land owner hip 

tl1at had I n0 -t r 1n ffe t on the broader ommunity. 

1865-1870 
TTI THE O DITIO 

Th r dm n' Bur au a i ted fre dpeopl pa t the many initial 
hall 11g f th arl p t ar ear , conne ting them with 
111pl 1 n1 11t ~ f d, I thin0 ~ and h lter, a well a facilitating 
tabli hm nt f n hool . ~ earl a 1 64, cla e had been 

tt r d t tl1 f nn rl n la ed refucee a11d 011tinued more 
1~ 11nal) i11t l t 1 65.5 Ti 111e tth r helm.in0 needfortea her 
in th 11 'A' ~. parat but qual'' Bla k hool , the Freedm n" 
Bur au p rat d ith Bra k tt and hi t am of mi ionarie who 

3 

4 
-

tabl i h d and initial] ~ t ff d t rer 1·1nal hool, \\.'hi h a 
h '1rt r d a t r r ll g . Thi a th fir t f e eral ig11ifi ant 

ti 11 in1pa ti11c Harp r ultL1r . 

\\'c1,l1i11 1 10I1 \rc1r t pten1b r J ~ 1 65; "literal I)' .. \\'arn1ing ,,,i th olored people' ,, a tl1e 
'''a)' l .. ou1 L Bra kclt dt' Lribed the to,,'n. letttr H. '"f. ~1 Donald~ <,epten1ber 6, 19 J 7, .. 1u • 

t un1 f th henandoah \ alle\ arLhi\'e ) 

\\lit eli11g Dail)' R gt~ ter pte111b r I~ , I 65, p. 2 
l~ r c.;.X n1plc , "ce ara/1 Ja,,e F OJ /eI·. 1eaclzer of 1l1e freetl111e11: dic1r., ,111d l<:'tlerJ \i\ a)'ne 
1:. Rt ill , (Ed.), 11i\'ersit)' f>rl of\ irginia 1990: pp. 34-35. 
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The first was fortuitou ly tied to the second. Congress decided not 
to rebuild the Harpers Ferry National Armory and Arsenal, which 
had been destroyed during the war. Four brick mansions for1nerly 
occupied by armory officers at vacant in the Upper Town section 
of Harpers Ferry known as Camp Hill . The government donated 
these buildings and seven acres of land on Fillmore Street to form 
the nucleus of the new school. For a quarter century after its 
founding Storer was the only in titution in We t Virginia providing 
a secondary education for Black students. The robust education 
provided there put thousand of graduates from the region on track 
for living wage jobs (where not stymied by Jim Crow restrictions). 
With no public secondary chool for Black students anywhere in 
Jefferson County, Storer became the de facto local high chool in 
malltown Harpers Ferry. Thus, the impact of its admini trators and 

teachers wa amplified in the emerging Black community there . 

As another consequence of the decision not to rebuild the arsenal, 
Congres ordered the dive tment of the entire 1,670 acres held by 
the government in Harper Ferry. In 1869, the Secretary of War 
began auctioning lot opening up all of the town not previously 
settled. Several Black men among them George Weaver Thomas 
Jefferson and James Harri on Robin on , bid on properties, taking 
advantage of the easy credit terms. No down payment was required 
and purchasers had two years to pay.6 

Even more significant for the Black community was that Nathan 
Brackett and other friend of Storer took advantage of this 
opportunity. They purchased numerous lots in 1869 and continued 
buying unclaimed properties in sub equent sales over the next 20 
years. Some were held to expand the chool s holdings. Brackett 
turned out to be an evangelist, not only of religion and education, but 
of land ownership. 'When the time comes that the colored people 
of the South live in their own homes and cultivate their own farms 

6 Charles W. Snell, The Acquisition and Disposal of Public Lands of the U.S. Armory at 
Harper 's Ferry, West Virginia, 1796- 1885 - Volume / : A Narrative History, Harper 
Ferry ational Hi torical Park, December 1979; U. S. Census, 1860. 
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a11d r ad tl1 
h f r a t 

ir· 11 ball t th r ill no lon0 r be a ra 
1 90 .7 

problem~~ 
ptimi ti all 11 int 

an I f th . lot initial} d ded to Brackett8 or torer College 
r lat r r ~ Id 11 t lu i l but often to Black buyer when 

th ir finan nabled them t pa the hool rea onable te1·m . 
111 additi n tl1 ho I owned the fo11ner mallwood Fann in 
11 ighb rinc B Ii ar~ fr m whi h Brackett al o old lot . One 
in11n diat f£ t f th e a ti n wa to en ure land wa available 
f r al t Bia k bu r ~ hort- ir uiting an pot ntial for local 

hit land n r t di riminate. 

Jain B man d rib d thi ph 11omenon at length in the page of 
thi ma0 azin . 11 tin

0 
that initial] , ~~ tor r College a i tance would 

am Ii rat th ff t f the har h e onomic climate in Jeffer on 
tint in tl1 ar foll i11g th Ci il War.~ 9 In 1897 tor r took 

pt1bli ' ' 1· <lit f r n t1ra0 in0 fri an Am ri an to become owner 
t' r '11 tat .10 Th ho Ir al di11it 11 letterthatforthepa t 

0 ,tr it admini tration had be 11 l aning mone to build home 
and t pur ha pr p rti from th r partie . More ignificantly~ 
it l1ad d d d it wn pr p rtie in arying- ized I t to at lea t 42 
Bla 'k m n and n1 n h er named in the arti le. 11 Loui a 
fath r illiam 11 thi Ii t. H fa1·1ned land on the mallwood 
all tm 11t.12 Th 1 70 and 1 0 n u e onfi1·1n that William~ 

ti an, a11d fi"' f th ir hildre11 li din B Ii ar. Loui a pre umabl 
li d i11 L1 k o d H u . th fir t torer do1·rnitor ~ and her life 

r1tir1u d f'r m tl1i p int di tin t from her parent . 

7 t<>rl,r R e("<Jrll. -- pring 1 94 
orr1etir11e dc.tdtd per\onall)· to . ·athan Brackett and h1 \,,ife Lou1 e or to Bra<..kett' 

1 er l.,ura. 
9 Jan1t . Be kn1an, " torer ollege and fr1<..an An1erican Home \\1ner .. hip in Jeffer on 

ou11t}':
1 "TJ,e \ lt1ga:i11e of 1/1 Jeffer 011 0 1111t\' Hi\torical oc1et)1, 2004: pp. 0- -

10 lt )rer Recor(/ , Februar}' l 97, \ ol. 14~ _ o. 3 p 2 
l I D le rn1i11i11, fron1 the dt:ed rt.:Lord t \.a tl)' ,,,hen ind1,ridual a tuall)' began Ii\ ing on a 

pr pert, 1 han11) red b)' the f: ct tl1at d ed \,rer not 1 ued until torer reLei\'e<l 11a, ment 
in full 101·£1r Rt c,r(J I L bruar , l 97, \ ol. l 1 ~ >. 3, p. _ 

l _ Jc fl.tr on u11t ', \\ l 1rginia, Dted Book 1 pagt 267 1gned larch 12 1 l69. 
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Home ownership wa a key milestone for freedpeople, giving them 
a measure of independence and stability a source of leverage for 
obtaining credit when needed, and with e·nough land to garden and 
keep livestock self- ustainability. If they decided they preferred to 
live el ewhere , they could sell the property and use the proceed 
to buy in a new location which a number of Black families did, 
sometimes moving from Bolivar to Harpers Ferry or vice versa. 
When they sold, it was frequently to other Black people . 

Not all Black buyers needed Brackett's financial assistance but 
he continued as an ally to keep doors open. Black owners spread 
out among the entire Camp Hill/Upper Town section of Harper 
Ferry before they could be crowded into a ingle exclusively black 
neighborhood, often obtaining ample-sized lot with good soil for 
gardens. They were fir t clas clas locations not in the slums 
or hollow but on the beautiful hills many of them occupying the 
fine t sites in town ."13 

There is no evidence that African Americans were barred from 
owning land in any particular ection of the town during thi era. In 
1869 entrepreneur George Weaver bought two lot on Shenandoah 
Street in the Lower Town commercial di trict where mo t of the 
town 's population had been concentrated before the war. Building on 
the low-lying properties along the river held serious ri k, however. 
One large extended Black family, the Batemans purchased land 
along the Shenandoah River. They sent their children to Storer 
and attended church with Brackett s Freewill Baptists . They were 
in the process of framing a house when on October 3 , 1870 the 
Shenandoah River overflowed its banks and raged through Harper 
Ferry. The entire Bateman family group 22 in all were sheltered 
in a single building when it was de troyed by the unprecedented 
flood. They were among the 45 Harpers Ferry residents who died 
that day mo t of whom were Black. Twenty local houses were 
completely wa hed away, many more being eriously damaged. A 
large portion of those suffering destitution from the e lo e were 

also noted as being Black.14 

13 Storer Record, Winter 1892, p. 2 
14 The Morning Star, October 12, 1870; Wlieeling Daily Register, October 6, 1870. 
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hil 111a11 hit r id nt h e to ta in tl1e lower town 
, 1111n r i,11 di tri t e n aft r th· flood. Black re ident mo ti 
c pt d f r amp Hill and Boli ar. • her the ould own larger lot 
and ta af e fr m fl d ater . 

n n table pur ha in th 1 69 auction wa made on behalf of 
th 1 red th di t pi opal hurch of Harper Ferry and 
B Ii,1ar. lat r k11 11 a John Wi le Methodi t Epi copal. They 
paid a h f r a 1 t n Fillmore tre t15 near r1thony Hall. The five 
hur h tru t r all Ii ted a propert owner them el e on 

th I 70 e11 .. u~ .16 Thi 0 ro11p 1na ha e formed the earlie t Bla k 
110 r 0 ati n in to 11, or0 anized a earl a 1 62 or 1 63.17 

t it i11 pti n in 1 67 ~ tor r a b t b ho tile White local 
r id nt \\ ho obj t d t the e En0 land mi ionarie - the o­
all d 11c)rtl1 mm ddl r - and th freedp opl ben fitting from their 
ff" rt . Loui a and h r arl tor r la mat ndured hara ment 

a11d ~ om tim ~ f ar d for their af et . Brackett and hi chool 
\' ntt1all am d th 0 rud0 i 110 r p t of man White re ident . 

t, if th Harp r rr h l di tri t i an indi ator~ the town 
Ltld till n t b mi .. tak n a el oming to Black . It refu ed for 

__ ) ar t mpl ' \\1ith tat la requiring all communitie with 
I 11d I t r IO Bla k hildr n t pr ide a 0 rade h ol for their 
du ti n. 

··It \\1a 11 t that th 4ual ri 0 ht f l r d hildr n under the hool 
la\\1 \\1 r t rgott n tl1 w r utterl di re0 arded 'l'I rote J . C. 
Brt1 ak r f' th r dm n 'I Bur au in ugt1 t I 6 . ""The Bureau 
\\' quit \\1illin . h r I Vv'h re 'I t a i t the h ol offi r 
in t'1bli · hin~ a h ol'I bt1t th ir a~ i tan e a de lined, and an 
) l in ,l t d t n11 in at i n vi n , d to di b th I a \\t' . ~ p e tit i o 11 

\\1 a fi l d ~le in t t l1 "" ho l di t ri t t 111 p I th n1 to e pe 11 d ta 

l - Jctltr n unt ' Deed Book 75, pag 360 
I Ralpl1 11. l .. ,,,i I-Ii tori a ket h of arnp Hill -\\ e;lc 1 r\1ethodi t C hurt.h, Harper , F err)1, 

\\ \ 19 • nit d tat en~u l i O. 
I 7 ~pirit of J #'er <111 April 12 1 1, p. - , \\1hi h notes that the olored i\1cthodi t Epi opal 

r up tried to build a chur h in I 62 and 1 6 . 
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money for Black schools, tax money to which Black residents were 
contributing. The judge ruled against the district, and yet school 
officers continued to refuse their obligations. The Freedmen's 
Bureau closed it West Virginia office in October 1868 before it 
could further press its case on the chool district. An 1872 report 
counted 58 Black children in the Harpers Ferry District. Their only 
means of education was provided by benevolent organizations 
including Storer, which temporarily opened a primary department.18 

At the time of the 1870 census, the state had combined Harpers 
Ferry and Bolivar into an enlarged Bolivar Township.19 The census 
wa taken in June-after nonresident Storer students had left town 
for the summer and prior to the October flood. Across the two 
towns 433 people were designated a black or mulatto which was 
14.8% of the total population . The majority of Black men were farm 
laborer , ome pos ibly on their own farm or working at Storer' 
Smallwood Farm property. Others worked for the railroad, or were 
skilled tradesmen (blacksmiths , cooper plasterer , stone masons 
woodcutter carpenter etc.) . The challenges of racism remained, 
but the initial conditions for Black life in Harpers Ferry were et. 

18 Stealey, John Edmund, III (Ed.), <'Reports of the Freedmen's Bureau Op­
erations in West Virginia: Agents in the Eastern Panhandle;' West Vir­
ginia History, Fall 1980-Winter 1981: pp. 94-129; Stealey, ''The Freed­
men's Bureau in West Virginia;' West Virginia History, Vol. 39, No. 2/3, 
1978: pp. 99-139. 

19 Ralph H. Lewis, Historical Sketch of Camp Hill-Wesley Methodist 
Church, Harpers Ferry, WV, 1996 
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h n t thr d ad a n t nl the reco ery of Harper Ferry 
r n1 it arti111 mi f rtune but th growth of torer College and 
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ew /11dt1 try 

11 umn1 r r rt indu try wa pa1·ked in the mid-1870 by 
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'-,.i 
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111 t yin 0 a ti e in th • re ill Bapti t Chur h a ociated with 
th ~" h l. h L tt ~ 11 Ti m and hi if La inia e entuall 
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p pul r Hill pH u i11 1 90. Thi ne touri m indu tr pro ided 

pp rtt1niti ~ f rd m ti rk a ell a r -lated lo al bu ine e , 
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t a11d fr m th tr in tati n. 

ei /1bor/1ood Delelop111e1zt 
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rhi ra \\1 r h Id b , Bia k \\ n1 n wh V¥ r in o] r \\1idO\\-' d. e 

i 11 l ll d i 11 _ rali r n l in. ar 1 r. a11d ar ~ia a r m ther 
f f'lh tt . a \\ 11 n1 rri d w m n u ha La\1i11ia L \ett 
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and Maggie Smith Brunswick. Their homes were described as 
generally comfortable, several really beautiful , with some of the 
most nicely kept yards in town.' 20 

In 1889 Nathan Brackett took another step to increa e potential 
financing option for local . He established the first of four Harpers 
Ferry and Bolivar Building Associations, designed to finance homes 
in an era when bank loans were generally available only to the 
wealthy. Members sub cribed to this mutual aid organization and 
made monthly payment for one or more shares of the a sociation. 
Then they could take out a mortgage for constructing or purcha ing 
a home.21 

When the Bank of Harper Ferry was establi hed in 1893 , Brackett 
was a tru tee later replaced by his brother-in-law Scott Lightner, 
and then his sister Lura Lightner. Brackett s on-in-law, John 
Newcomer, worked for the bank after the tum of the century 
alongside Scott Lightner. One notable result of this Brackett family 
influence was a friendlier stance toward loaning money to Black 
residents.22 At lea t one Black man Storer teacher Henry Hunter 
Winters, later became a stockholder in the Bank of Harpers Ferry. 

These connections worked to limit barriers that infamously 
discouraged Black property ownership elsewhere across the South. 
Social equality remained a distant goal, but these in titutions 
enabled industrious Black families to enjoy the fruit of their labor 
to a greater degree. 

Since completing her education at Storer Louisa Jackson taught 
in Black chool for a few years then married Lucas D. Dennis 
in November 1875. Before the war, Lucas had been en laved by 

20 Storer Record, Winter 1892, p. 2 
21 Additional options were available to Black property owners in need of financing; for ex­

ample, the Jefferson County Provident Building Association (Deed of Trust, First Zion 
Baptist Church to James M. Mason Jr., Tru tee, September 25, 1899, Jefferson County 
Deed Book 87 page 539) 

22 For example, the Bank of Harpers Ferry loaned Thoma and Lavinia Lovett 1,200 to buy 
the house formerly owned by Joseph Barry on East Ridge Street. 
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ti1 Dandrid0 at Th B wer in Leetown'I Jeffer on Count ~23 
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th m antim . 25 Th ir h m on tru tion on Fill1nore mu t have 
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- Harper f .. t.,rr., S<.11ti1zel April 27 l 95, p 2 
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Politics 

Lucas and Louisa Dennis home on the corner of Fillmore and Mchary Taylor Streets. 
(Corporation of Harpers Ferry, Historic Landmarks Commission archives) 

Beckman surmi ed in his 2004 article that part of Brackett's 
long-term motivation in facilitating Black land ownership may 
have been to expedite the speed of political enfranchisement and 
social as imilation of the bl.ack community through property 
and homeownership a may be deduced from relatively strong 
voter registration 28

. Brackett was certainly a politically active 
Republican. He ran for the West Virginia legislature in 1870 and 
wa endorsed by local Blacks but was defeated. The county had a 
significant number of Black voter , and for many years mo t were 
reliably Republican.29 

gust 19, 1915. 
28 Beckman, 2004, p.84 
29 Engle, Stephen D., «Mountaineer Reconstruction: Blacks in the Political Reconstruction 

of West Virginia;, The Journal of Negro History, Vol. 78, No. 3 ( ummer, 1993): pp. 137-
165. (p 152) 
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30 1 irti11 IJ111· Hertild. () t()her 15 l 7, p.3 
31 piriroJJe.fJ<,rc11 ta , 24,1 7 
_,_ pirit of J jft?r 0 11 , tar h _Q, 1 ; 'The hool ,,,a .. r terred to a being in Bol1, ar, al -

tl1ough it ,,,1 \,,ell ,,,i ll1in the Hari1er r err , to,,'n boundary. 
3 \\1/1eeli11(! Ref!i 1er, o,1er11ber 21 I 9_, p. 5 

t /1ep/1erd 101 ,111 Re > i 1 er, I· bruar)' IO I ) 
5 PJhe ou11liation o rntr tcln bar the i11 rif1ti 11," 1. •. hurLh I -9_" \1i r i11it1 Fr(1 t? 
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two more lots from the U.S. government for $24 one beside and one 
behind the building On the adjacent lot east of the church, they later 
built a parsonage for their mini ter.36 To help pay construction debts , 
church trustees posted their Fillmore Street lot for sale in 1880, and 
Storer College purcha ed it for $100. 

The tru tee of First Zion Baptist Church bought the next lot to the 
east of the Methodist Episcopal parsonage from attorney James D. 
Butts in 1892.37 The church s first pastor wa hired in 1896. The 
growing congregation met in the nearby schoolhouse while they 
awaited completion of their building. According to a deed of tru t 
in 1899 they were still in the proces of building and the record is 
unclear exactly when they moved in.38 Later, the Fir t Zion Church 
basement housed an overflow of students from the public chool and 
was referred to as the third-room chool. 

The Harper Ferry Freewill Bapti t Church was founded by Nathan 
Brackett and his missionary helpers when they arrived at war send. 
Members were initially proselytized from among the refugees there, 
and the church met for many years in buildings on the Storer campu . 
In the late 1880 , Storer leader decided a separate house of worship 
would be more effective for attracting community members .39 Initial 
construction co ts were donated from the denomination' general 
conference and a foundation was laid in 1889 on the comer of 
Fillmore Street and what wa then Jackson Street. Storer deeded 
the property to the church in 1890. Construction wa not completed 
until several large donation came in from northern patron 
including a bequest from the estate of Rev. Silas Curtis for whom 

Press, March 5, 1881, p. 3; Spirit of Jefferson, March 29, 1881, p. 3 
36 Lewis, p. 48 
37 Jefferson County Deed Book Z page 426, dated April 29, 1892. 
38 In this deed of trust dated September 25, 1899, the First Zion Baptist Church trustees 

redeemed eight shares of capital stock in the Jefferson County Provident Building Asso­
ciation for the sum $2,016. 

39 Throughout the 1880s, Black member of Free Will Baptist churches in Sh eph erdstown 
and Kearneysville complained about White control of their congregations. ee Virginia 
Free Press, July 26, 1883, August 2, 1883, September 20, 1883, and Spirit of Jefferson, July 
22, 1884, February 2, 1886 



Jcffer n <>Unt ' Hi tori al o i t ' 59 
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44 \'irf.!i11it1 I · .. ree l'r \ ,. ta , _s, I 91 . 
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By this time, Black familie had concentrated in two areas of town, 
neither of which were exclusively Black. Six separate homes on 
Fillmore Street near Storer and the college church, were occupied 
by a Black 'head' (in census parlance), half of which were Black 
owned. Another five homes on South Cliff Street next to Storer were 
Black owned and occupied. Most of the Black residents living on 
Fillmore and Cliff streets were connected with Storer as faculty, 
staff or alumni. 

On West Ridge Street, near the graded chool and two additional 
Black churche , were ten homes occupied by a Black head seven 
of which were Black owned. Many of these residents worked low­
wage, blue-collar jobs, although some were church pastors and 
public school teacher . 

At least four homes on the 900 block of Washington Street were 
Black owned in the early 20th century. They sat across the street from 
the Eackles Funeral Home, which coincidentally, was perhaps the 
mo t integrated bu ine in town . Throughout the 20th century, the 
remain of many deceased Black re idents were prepared there for 
burial. The Dailey Funeral Home, which moved to Fillmore Street 
from Lower Town after the 1924 flood handled only a few Black 
funeral , notably those of Thoma Lovett and his ister Maggie 
Daniel. 

In 1892, Storer itself had wondered ' whether any town in the outh 
can make a better hawing'' of Black real estate ownership. Its 
numbers encompas ed a one-mile radius around campus and may 
have included some technically in Bolivar, but it claimed that two 
thirds of the colored people of Harper s Ferry own their own home 
while ... three fourth are owners of real estate. '45 

Henry T. McDonald became the Storer president of the new century 
replacing Brackett. Either the school no longer had the capacity 
to deal in real estate or McDonald took less intere t in facilitating 

45 Storer Record, Winter 1892, p. 2 
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L () 11-in-la . taL1 0 ht in l al ho I . Grand iew chool wa built on 
Put11am tr et in th 19 0 to replace the two-room choolhou e.46 
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adult Dennis children remained in Harpers Ferry most of their live , 
with three buying propertie on Fillmore Street within a block of 
their parents. In the 1920s Storer was finally accredited as a junior 
college, and everal of Louisa s grandchildren attended in the 1930s 
and 40s. Louisa, Howard and Bernard were especially active in the 
college church. Louisa and Luca also boarded Storer teacher and 
students in their home .47 

Lucas lived to age 100 dying in 1941. Louisa made it to age 99, 
living on as family matriarch until 1954. A year earlier the Storer 
Builder reported that he was active and has a wonderful memory.' 
Her obituary noted that at the time of her death she was one of the 
oldest living alumni of Storer, and she enjoyed a large circle of 
friends among both white and colored residents.' 

When the John We ley Methodist trustees bought their fir t lot 
on Fillmore Street in 1869, they had the foresight to purchase an 
additional parcel on the north side of Old Furnace Road near the 
western edge of Harpers Ferry. Thi land would become the nucleus 
of Cedar Hill Cemetery where many Black re idents of Harpers 
Ferry and Bolivar have been laid to rest ever ince . Louisa and 
Lucas are buried there alongside most of their children. 

Storer College clo ed in 1955 Grandview School was finally 
integrated in 1965, and a number of local employers left the county 
in the late 20th century. Harpers Ferry became a much less-desirable 
location for Black families, and the racial demographics have 
shifted dramatically ever since . One cannot walk among those many 
headstone at Cedar Hill though without realizing there must be 
many more stories to tell and a rich heritage yet to be uncovered. 

47 Storer Builder, 1953, from the Storer College archives of the Harpers Ferry ational His­
torical Park. 

L nn Pechuekonis is a West Virginia native living in historic Harpers Ferry. Since 
2022, she has published two biograpliies of significant local African Americans, Man 
of Sterling Worth: Profe or William A. Saunder of Storer College and Among 
the Mountain : The Lovett and Their Hill Top Hou e. Both are published by the 
Harpers Ferry Park Association. 
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SHANNO ND ALE 
nd 11 d fr m an add re gi en bef re the ociet 

b Th mt nT.P rry,Jr., ugu t9~ 1940 
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11 rid famou at rin0 pla , with a large hotel ma11y cottage 
a11d r r ati n buildi110 and dra ing each ummer gue t from 
n ~tr a11d far . 1nan of' th m notabl of th da . 
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company wa formed for the purpose of promoting the place and the 
facilities of ''Shannondale'' were greatly improved. A big four-story 
hotel was built on a ri e above the springs and overlooking the river. 
It contained a great ballroom large bar and other appurtenances. In 
addition to the hotel there were ten or twelve cottages and smaller 
buildings built at the place. 'Tygart s Hall," gambling casino, soon 
opened its doors on the site directly behind the hotel and catered to 
the porting instinct of the male guests. There was a large bowling 
green there; stables were filled with fine horses and bridle paths led 
for mile through the mountains. 

The venture prospered, and in the next few years Shannondale 
reached its zenith in fame and popularity. Statesmen, visiting 
diplomats, doctors and other celebrities were counted each eason 
among the guests who flocked there. Presidents who are known 
to have vi ited Shannondale ' are Monroe Pierce Polk, Fillmore 
and Van Buren. So widely did the waters of the springs become 
advertised that mail stilt arrive in Charles Town, addressed to some 
Shannondale official and containing invitation to spa meetings in 
Germany, Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia, and other countries of 
Europe. 

In 1859 the fine hotel at ' Shannondale was destroyed by fire. The 
blaze occurred in the winter and nothing definite is known of it 
origin. Apparently discouraged by this loss, the company decided 
not to rebuild and dissolved itself. The cottages and other buildings 
remained, and the place was till operated each summer, with another 
smaller hotel built later but the place never regained its full glory. 

Shannondale' was reached in those days by stage from Charles 
Town and Harpers Ferry. An advertisement from a newspaper of 
nearly a century ago tells of the excellent connection made by tage 
coaches from ' Shannondale with the railroad at Harpers Ferry. 
Later similar connection was maintained with the Charle Town 
tation. At one time, when a railroad to be known a the Alexandria, 

Loudoun and Hamp hire R.R. was projected, 'Shannondale' wa 
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Ii t d a n it t p . Th railroad, hi h wa ne r built, a to 
l1,1,, r d th BlL1 Ridb fr m Loudoun county and proc eded 

11 t in 11 t r b a f a tleman Ferry. Although there were 
r d 1 adi110 fr m -- hann ndale~ ba k into Loudoun ount o er 
th n1 t1ntain . m t f the gL1e t arri ed from the we t ide of the 

11 r1 nd ah a11d u d the ri er f rryboat di1·ectl in front of the 
-- ha11n ndal ,. 0 r und . The f rry ~ hand operated a all ri r f errie , 

a in u L1ntil mparati el re entl . 

f't r -· hann ndal • fad d~ it a till a fa orite pot for the holding 
f I brati n and pi nic . and 1nan Charle Town a11d Jeffer on 

t111t famili in th latt r part of the la t entury were in the habit 
f '- in0 th r t ta a h ummer. u ing 011e of the cottage till 

.. tandin r ampin0 i11 t 11t . ua11 a Fourtl1 of July elebration 
Vva h Id at th pla . ith th harle Ti wn Artillery Corp lending 
th n1ilit r ' ttin0 . n paper f the da gi e an a ount of one 

I brati n in \~lhi h th ~ hann 11dale Banct·· took part. 

radt1 II th n famou pla e de lined. Fire in 1909 de tr yed 
m f th buildin_ : th r d a d and were not repait·ed. B a 

ti111 n ft rth turn f th pr nt ntur tra el to~ hannondale 
h,1d pra ' ti all a. d and onl an a i nal mall picnicking 0 roup 
\ 1i it d th 11 f mu h f 1·1n r life and itement. The land wa 
f ann d a11d .. t k quart r d in hat r main d f th building . The 
l':t t f tl1 old bri k tta0 a bu111 d and f 11 in almo t a qua1ter 

11tUf)' ac . Tl1 rnt n T. P IT)' , r., th pre ent own r of the tract 
h built a e- d r ad i11t it fr m th unt road n1nnin0 ba kt th 

11 t111t '1in i .. ~i n, and ha n 1 ed it with a f n but th pla e i 
u d t d _ 111 1 f r annin0 and attl razing. 

111 1 .. n ir 11 ft1ma \\' t bli h d n a tr a1n f ater till 
, l l d tt n1 ,1 , Ru 11 . n a r t 11 ri r 'I 11 d a h rt di tan do n the 

latt , .. fr 1n l1a11n ndal princ . Th furn a , a in op rati n until 
th · tin1 f th ,lr f' th I O' and br u~ht u11h ard fa ti it 1 

a11d pr p rit , t that . ti n f th m u11tain. 11 pap r a count 
( 1 ~ a -.I \\1in_ d ri pti n f th \/ 11tur e Fift or In re 
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men were employed by the furnace company, Purdue, Nichols and 
Co. either in operating the plant itself or in digging and hauling 
ore and cutting timber and burning charcoal. The ore was obtained 
from the mountainsides all around the furnace, and outcroppings 
were scooped down to shallow excavations and caves. Hauled to 
the furnace with teams, it was loaded and smelted with charcoal 
obtained from timber cut on the mountain. 

Old persons still living in that section have told of remembering 
when all that part of the mountain was denuded of trees through the 
activity of the charcoal burners. Two hundred bu hel of charcoal 
were needed to melt each ton of iron, and the furnace had a capacity 
of about three tons per day. The water on Furnace Run was used to 
operate the fanning machine which gave forced draft to the furnace. 

Iron from the furnace was next f 011ned into large ' pig ' about a 
yard long and almost as heavy as a man could lift. They were hauled 
overland to Alexandria by team, and the returning wagons brought 
provisions and supplies of all kinds. Some of the iron found its way 
to the city by the way of the Shenandoah river to Washington, and 
some was boated to Harpers Ferry and loaded aboard trains there. 

With so many f amilie engaged in work quite a community sprang 
up, with a general store and other facilities. The furnace would, no 
doubt have died a natural death about that time, as richer ore fields 
and cheaper mining and smelting operations were being discovered 
in the West, but it was the War between the States which rang down 
the curtain. Stripped of man power by enlistments, the furnace was 
doing only irregular work, and the community was raided a number 
of times by both forces. The main furnace was finally burned, the 
story being that it was destroyed by a group of Yankees who believed 
some Confederates were in hiding there . The furnace was never 
rebuilt, although the ma sive old furnace chimney i standing to this 
day. Gradually the houses and other buildings which had been built 
around it and in the mountains at a near distance were destroyed 
by fire or decay and only an occasional ruined chimney or pile of 
foundation stones now mark their former location. 
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Annual Picnic 2025 

h J ffi 1· n unt Hi --1orical ciet annual ummer picnic 
a h Id on dn da u6 u t 6~ __ 025 at Hi toric Caledonia Farm~ 

I 'at d jt1 t t f harle Town. Heidi and Joe Ware were our ho t 
a11d had p1· pa1· d th j r c1· und and re tared barn to welcome the 
,ltt ndi110 m mber and gue t . 

hi ar ar earita dm n on wa our caterer providing her 
h m mad barb que plu preparing a11 a ortment of ummer 
b \' re O . Bobbi R per a ther ( he aid thi i one of her fa orite 

nt ) al a ., helping to make ure all goe moothly. Thank to all 
th board m 111b r ho ame arl a11d to all who helped make the 

• • 

pt n1 a ll • 

a1· n1 t grat ful for th man Jeffer on County hi toric 
pr p rt \\111 r h ha har d their home and ground with the 
111 11 n1 1nb r and 0 u t att ndinc. Man thank to the Ware 
i r h tin th _02 annual pic11i . We ouldn t do thi without our 
hi ~1 ri h n1 n r 110 11a alwa gone out of their way in 
h lpi11 ith 1 0 i ti and on enient parking. 
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History of Caledonia 

The Wares are only the fifth family to own this historic property. 
The land itself was an early patent from Lord Fairfax in the early 
1700s, but the house itself was started in 1795 as a four-room brick 
structure which is now the rear wing. The next owner, William 
Cameron Sr., completed the present main house in 1816. 

Cameron had moved to Jefferson County from Pennsylvania and 
many of the features of the house bear the Pennsylvania influence. 
Unlike local convention of the time, the house faces due west into 
the weather but a full-length porch aids in shelter from the elements . 
Most of the interior walls are also of brick construction, making 
them thicker than usual in houses of this period. 

Another unusual element is the entry hall, which is on the side instead 
of centrally located; it handsome staircase is pushed to the very 
back of the hall. In part because Caledonia had so few owners, many 
original elements still exi t throughout the house, such as decorative 
moldings and heart-pine flooring. On the main floor many of the 12-
over-12 windows till have their original glass. 

The Wares have completed extensive renovations, including 
installing a modern kitchen. In 2005 they added a 2-story addition 
using native limestone from buildings of the same era installing 
200-year old heart-pine flooring and moldings milled to match the 
original moldings. 

A large bluestone patio with pergola and a sunken garden with water 
feature provide enticing spots to enjoy the wonderful view of a 2-acre 
pring-fed lake-a popular spot for migrating water fowl. 

Of historic intere t is a Civil War battle which took place on the 
property. In the 1830s, the Winchester and Potomac Railroad ran 
through Caledonia's grounds, and a depot was constructed near the 
end of the property. In Augu t of 1864, Confederate forces under 
Jubal Early and Federal forces under Philip Sheridan met here in 
the Battle of Cameron s Depot. The foundations of the depot are still 
visible. 

Picnic Chair, Barbara Gibson 
Caledonia history furnished by the Wares. 
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