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Editor's Note 

The sesquicentennial of the 1861-1865 War is finally here. We are 
having a lot of activity in Jefferson County relative to the War. I thought 
I would be swamped with War articles but I was not and only got one; 
maybe next year. I did get two great pieces about abolition in the early 
part of the 1800s. You will find them to be very fascinating. 

I have been a metal detecting relic hunter since 1964. I know what it 
is like to search for a site that has been unused for a hundred and fifty or 
more years. Our first article has to do with a search for the old Elk 
Branch Presbyterian Church near Duffields. You will have to read it to 
see what the authors found. 

A lot of us have attended productions at The Old Opera House but it 
was once The New Opera House. Take a look at this next article to find 
about its history. 

From 1830 to the 1850s there was a movement in the county for 
fo11ner black slaves to return to Africa. A lot of Jefferson County blacks 
made the trip. In this source material, you can read about the people who 
left and the people who helped them in ''Jefferson County to Liberia: 
Emigrants, Emancipators, and Facilitators." 

I received a paper for publication that was written by a local girl for a 
class at Shepherd College in 1918. I thought that some of the pictures she 
drew would be a nice addition to the magazine. This is a good reminder 
of school-work almost a hundred years ago. 

We have another Washington letter from the early 1800s. It is not one 
of The General's but is written by his nephew explaining why he freed 
his slaves. I read it several years ago and am glad to see it in the 
magazine. It is a good one! 

There was a community on the west end of what is now Charles Town 
prior to the establishment of the town. Read about the merchants and 
other providers of service in that area in the next article. 

Closing out this year's magazine is a piece on the strategic importance 
of Jefferson County in the War. You will see all the reasons why 
Jefferson County was important to both sides. 

I figure if I am ever going to write something for the magazine, I need 
to do it now while I am editor. Earlier in the year I got several hundred 
word down on Turner Ashby at Bolivar in 1861 before I as is my 
practice, lost interest. Thankfully, I have plenty of great material from 
those that do not quickly lose interest while writing. 

Thanks again to Claire Hendrix at Winchester Printer . 

Jim Glymph at home on the Avon Bend 



_oo.Oruff 'J.. uckl£s 
1901- 2011 

America's last 
Doughboy 
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A uest to Locate the Early Elk Branch 
Presbyterian Church 

By John L. Cowan, Elizabeth Snyder Lowe, and Cynthia Thompson 

When he was nearing the end of his second missionary journey into 
the ''frontier'' of the Pennsylvania and Virginia Colonies, a young 
Pre byterian man named Phillip Vickers Fithian visited in Jefferson (then 
Berkeley) County, Virginia. He had one characteristic that set him apart 
from many of the ''circuit riders'' that were visiting the settlements in the 
back country: he kept a detailed daily journal. 

Phillip Fithian was not famous in 1775-1776. He was not even well­
known at the time. His journals, however, became highly regarded when 
published 125 years later in the twentieth century . In their introduction to 
Fithian' Journal of 1775-1776, Albion and Dodson, the editors, said: 

The unique value of this journal lies in its intimate, objective 
picture of American back-country society in the opening 
months of the Revolution .. . He took a lively interest in the 
men and women whom he met, and his descriptive powers 
and his sense of humor have saved for us details of their 
mode of life which might otherwise have passed into 
oblivion. He shows us their houses, clothes, food and drink, 
books, fields, and even their flea-ridden bedrooms. We find 
them singing hymns, playing cards, and marrying; we are 
given broad hints of crime and scandal. We see the waxing 
and waning of their martial ardor and we are later shown 
other Americans on the battlefield itself. 1 

Fithian had been licensed to preach by the Philadelphia Pre bytery in 
December 1774 following his graduation from Princeton College in 1772, 
a year of ministerial study in Deerfield, New Jersey and a year as a tutor 

1 Philip Vickers Fithian, Joi,rnal, 1775 - 1776 Edited by: Robert Greenhalgh Albion and 
Leonidas Dodson. Princeton University Press, 1934. 279 page . Editor Introduction. Page 

. . 
Vil. 

URL <http://dl.dropbox.com/u/26257059/Philip%20Vickers%20Fithian%2C%20Journal% 
2Co/o201775- l 776.%20Albion%26DodsonPrinceton%20Univ .1934.pdf> 
(Abbreviated Elk Branch pages 181 -183 only) 
URL http://dl.dropbox.com/u/26257059/Fithian%20at%20Elk%20Branch.pdf 
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on a irginia plantation .2 Becau .. e there were no churche needing 
n1ini ter in the outhern part of the We t ew Jer ey Province near 

re nwi h and Deerfield in umberland County he had a job problem. 
Th pre~byt ry com1ni .. ioned him to be a mi ionary preacher to group 
,1nd .. o i tie of Pre byterian which w re beginning to flouri h in the 

u\quehanna all y and in the henandoah Valley we .. t of the Blue 
Ridg ountain .. in irginia. 

It wa~ u'" tomary for the early Pre byterian on the frontier to read 
cripture and pray with their famili .. in their home . Thi wa the fir t 

I \,el of church de elop1nent. A later de elopment of a young church 
a cording to aim ' came when a family invited to their cabin on a 

unday hich wa con ·trued a the abbath at the time ome 
neighbor5 who info1·mally read the Scripture kneeled in prayer u ed the 

e~t1nin5,t r horter Catechi m 3 to te t the children and ang the 
otti .. h rnetri al r io11 of the P alm . 4 At thi level of church 

de lopm nt th r w r no ermon . Pre byterian frowned upon 
pr a ' hing b the laity . Only preacher licen ed by the ynod or 
g e rnin g pr b terie '" were allowed to preach to the e emerging 
cht1r hes. 

n rid,t)' 16 Februar 1776 Fithian wrote in hi journal: Fryday I 
rod to lk.-Branch, \A/ith the Purpo e of preaching next abbath 5 

It ~,a .. ~ n t t1nu ual for the congregation of Pre byterian at Elk Branch 
r n1an) of' th other emerging congregation to be vi ~ited by itinerant 

pt1lpit ,uppl preach r . Ind ed~ ince Elk Branch had fir t been 
idcntifi d by na1n in the minute of the Donegal Pre bytery on April 11 
1769, tl1e peopl had onl r eived th prea hed word by upply 
prc,1 her. t)n an occa -- ional and temporar ba i . 6 pro ided fir t by the 

t= 'a~tl Pre~ byter , b the Donegal Pre bytery, and later by the 

~ R ) an I J i n t c I n1 a 11 ( \ e b n1 ,1 t er) . • • Ph i I I p v 1 c k er Fi th i an ~~ o n1 i n i H a I 1 . 2 0 0 7 . R L 
<l1tt p://rl I int .people. \•.1r11.edu/ fi thian .htrn 1> 

'l \\ ~"t111ini tcr hortcr atech1 m <http /\VW\'v epc org/rncd1afile , v. e tmin ter- horter­
<.. ,1Lcchi "111 .pdt> 

.. , \\ illi ·1n1 rf , ain1. •• 'fhe E, ()lution of Te n Pre- 1745 Pre by ter ian ocic t1e 1n the 
t1n1herlar1c) \ 1allcJ' •• 19 5, ,l qut1ted in an article Title<l: Earl)' D<>11eg<1l Co11greg(Jtio11 • 

''H<J \V l£t1rl 1 011R1·egario11 De\1e/rJpe<l.". 
I .. i l 11 i a 11 . p. I I 

0 Grr1ha111. 1904 . .. n1ong the 111in1~tcr cnt [to lk Branch after 1769 for 6 or 7 year J . . . 
~111d .. o,11e of tl1em \a.'ere ... er1t \Cf)' freque11tl)1 - \\t:re \'1e "r oopcr .. Balch .. Siemon . ance. 

r~1igheatl . Rhe,1, La11g. I-l oge. 1 K night. 1 homp~c)n. Hunter. 1c onncll and other :· 
l Rl < http://dl .dr,>pho .ton1/u 26257059/J,1n1e ~< .20R 0c 20Graham~ 20°'c 2 \bbrcviatcd9o 
_9G _Q II _o lk'½ ... OBranLh<½ 20.pdf> 
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Carlisle Presbytery. Fithian also knew many of the preachers that had 
supplied Elk Branch.7 

Swaim summarized the following final steps toward becoming a 
Presbyterian Church: 

a ''licentiate'' could not be ordained until he completed the 
Presbytery's stringent examination and had been officially 
''called'' by a specific congregation that undertook to support 
him. 
The minister could then install the ruling elders-elect. In 
Presbyterian te11ninology the process of creating a board of 
installed, ruling elders transfor1ned a society into a church.8 

The Elk Branch congregation had not yet called a licentiate to be their 
mini ter. Thus, at the time of Fithian 's 1776 visit the Elk Branch congrega­
tion was not yet a ''church'' as defined by the Presbyterian ruling bodies. 

It can be argued that Fithian' s visit to the Elk Branch congregation 
held no particular meaning for him. It was the last settlement he was to 
visit before heading back to his home in a swampy part of Jersey near the 
Delaware Bay. In 1775 and January of 1776 Fithian had already preached 
at many settlements in the Shenandoah Valley: including, Hall' Meeting 
House (M.H.), Timber Ridge, North Mountain M.H., Brown's M.H., 
Staunton, Augusta Stone Church, Woodstock, Stoverstown, 
Stephensburg, Cedar Springs [at Natural Bridge], Winchester, Berkeley 
Springs, and Falling Water. Thus he may have simply looked at the visit 
to Elk Branch as his last in a long string of visits before concluding his 
commissioned missionary work. 

On the other hand, a strong case can be made that Fithian's visit to the 
Elk Branch congregation was of special importance to him personally. 
The Mr. [Peter] Burr with whom he dined and where he stayed had strong 
relationships with the founders of Princeton College.9 Fithian had 

7 Fithian, page 139. 
Sunday 10th [December 1775] cold & cloudy. We rode to the North-Mountain Meeting 
House. Many assembled-The Congregation appeared genteel. All here are lri h-all are 
Presbyterians . It grew very windy & rainy before the Se11r1on was half finished. Bad Times 
for poor itinerant Preachers. In this Valley now are many such - McKnight, Hunter, Linn, 
McConnel, McMillan, McOrkle, Archibald, Graham , & poor scurvy I- Nine raw 
inexperienced Candidates not one of whom are ordained - Almost as many Shepherd a 
Sheep you will say -

8 Swaim, p. 1 
9 Jefferson County Historic Landmarks Committee Web ite. ''The Peter Burr House." See 

Discussion of relationship between Peter Burr & Aaron Burr <http://jeffer oncountyhlc. 
org/peterburrhouse .html> 



Jeff er 011 our1ty J l1\tor1cal o iety 21 

graduated in the ._ am cla a future Vice Pre ident of the United tate 
aron Burr, Jr., who wa the .. on of the econd pre ident of Princeton 
olleg aron Burr r. 10 He urely knew that hi .. cla mate Aaron 

Burr, Jr.~ wa a first cou -- in of Peter Burr. 1 1 

He aid about lk Branch: Here i a ettlement of my Countrymen. 
r Burr Tully onklin Boyd ayre Garri .. on with their Familie and 

other .' 1 It i not clear what Fithian meant by u ing the phra e 'my 
ountrymen.' He may have merely meant that he knew ome of the e 

peopl . In hi diary he noted that Mr. Tully [Mo e Tulli ] of Virginia 
wa .. much like hi~ brother William Tulli whom the young Fithian knew 
in De rfield, ew JerL ey. He may have meant that they hared with him 
an al) giar1c to th cau e of the new American pirit in it battle again t 
the Briti h King' ~ tyrannical way . 

nother ver per onal relation hip may have made thi Elk Branch 
i it p cial. Fithian wrote of vi iting hi aunt the wife of William Sayre 

who li ed om wher in the Elk Branch neighborhood. There were al o 
a re who were member of hi home church in Greenwich whom he 

1nu t ha e known. 13 

ithian con1mented at 1 ngth about hi aunt di ati faction with the 
mod rat cir um, tance in which he had found her elf in Virginia. He 
wrot : 

'' '.J1 unt i unea y in her ituation! 
It i not hard to imagine the omplication of Difficultie .. which 
will be ontinually rai ed by any mall Di ati .. faction with our 
Lot. Thi i the ondition of m Aunt" Mind. he ha at fir t 
on ei, ed ~ & for a while ent rtained ome incon iderable 

Di\like to thi olon , which ha 'I at length, taken o deep 
Root~ ,. gro n to , uch a Magnitude that no Enjoyment can in 

irginia, be either pl a .. ant or tol rable. he i now more 
re on iled to the Manner C untr than in Time pa t; but 
~ till , he i h to li e in and e t-Jer~ ey. 1 

1< Pri11tcton l ni,cr it)' Hi tor)'. Tlze Pre~\·itle,11~~ of Pri11L·eto11 U11ii,erj•it)1 RL 
<htcp:t/\\'\V\V .pnnceton .edu pr fact5 president '04.htm> 

1 1 Reli,,ing Hi ' tOr) Inc. \: cbsitc. ··Jeff er on Count1 .. Well - Hidden Trea ure."' URL 
<hltp://\\1\\' \\' .re Ii \'ingh 1,tOl)'1nc .org/> 

1 - ithiftn. p. 181 
1 

• John \ . Barber and 1-lenr)' Ho, e. ··Greenwich. J H1 tory·~ from HI TOR JC AL 
LLE 10. 1 F TH T TE OF E JER Y. Publ1~hed b) . . T TTL . 

l!\\' ) ' or I 44 <http: 'hi tOI)' .ra}' -place .comlnJ/oreen\ ich.htm> . 
1 ~ Fithian .. p. I 2 
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Fithian' s preaching at the Elk Branch Church was less than satisfactory 
on an ''extreme cold'' February Sunday morning. His diary account is the 
best way to explain why: 

SUNDAY FEB: 18TH 
ELK-BRANCH 

The Day clear but extreme cold. On our way to Church my 
Aunt suffered a melancholy Accident-She fell from her 
Horse! The Ground was frozen & very rough; but by the 
Mercy of Providence no Bones were broken; her Face is sadly 
bruised, & in one Place deeply cut! 
But few at Sermon, & the few who were there seemed 
impatient of the violent Cold. 
On my Aunts Account, & at the Request of the People, I 
preached a Se11non in the Evening at Mr Tully's. Many came 
out.-This Congregation are, at present in much Confusion, 
on Account of fixing on a Minister." 15 

From this account we can draw the inference that the congregation was 
flexible when faced with the situation in which they were uncomfortably 
cold and in which one of their members had suffered from falling off her 
horse . They seem to have adjusted readily to the circumstances by 
showing a willingness to have Fithian preach at the home of Moses Tullis 
in the evening when more people showed up. They may have met more 
frequently in the homes of members than in the meeting house. Fithian's 
diary account seems to tell us that on that day the meeting house was not 
comfortably heated. 

Fithian spoke of having dined at Mr. Burr's, probably on his arrival on 
Friday February 16, 1776. He said: ''I dined at Mr Burr's. He is a good­
Liver, as it is commonly said. Appears to be a modest, sensible Man, & is 
in high Repute - '' 16 

Fithian also described Moses Tullis: ''Like his Brother in Deerfield he 
is calm & thoughtful; when he speaks you will discover Ease & Strength 
in his Language; he speaks slow; has great Circumspection; & certainly is 
a Person of much real Philanthropy." 1 7 

After he preached at the home of Mr. Tullis on Sunday evening, 
Fithian concluded his diary entry for that day with these few words: 

1 5 Fithian, p. I 82 
16 Fithian, p . 181 
17 Fithian , p. 181 
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~~ fter e1mon I rode, spent the ight, at Mr Burr . 1 8 An in ide look 
at the Peter Burr Hou. e \hows where Fithian i ited. 1 

On the 11e t day Fithian wrote: 

Monday~ I 1nade Mr [Jacob] onklin a Vi it. Poor Man he ha 
ffi<]t1 fflict1on ! 
Thi ettlement i'" excellent Land but very de titute of Water. 

ft r Dinner I took my la t Leave of my grieving Aunt - I 
feel r·or her: but ympathy i an in ufficient Friend. - And I 
1·ode to Mr [John] Wright . Here lie an ancient Woman in 

ppearance, at th Door of Death. he i Mr Wright Mother· 
L e enty-threc Yea1· old - And wa ting down with a 

on~umption--<) 

Philip ithian' i it was ju~ t a very mall back tory played for a few 
day~ on th larg canvaL of the beginning of the American Revolutionary 

ar. m re .. i month before h came, the famou Bee Line March' 
had mo"ed out from h pherd town to meet with George Wa hington in 

ambridg . Ju .. t on month before Fithian arrived Thoma Paine had 
anon mot1 1. ly publi. hed hi ~ Common en e pamphlet arguing for 
ind p ndence. Perhap Fithian had found a copy omewhere along the 
Philadelphia agon Road and read part with hi friend at Elk Branch. 
Th Declaration of Independence wa igned a few month after he 
departed. Fithian became a chaplain with the American troop in ew 

ork in Jul . H di d in October 1776. 
ithian ha, i11troduced u to everal m mber in the early Elk Branch 

Pr \b t rian congregation. Mo Tulli , Peter Bun4 and John Wright 
among othe1·\~ had b n , talwart of the Pre byterian community .. ince the 
17 40 ~ or I 7 50 . The were the thre tru tee of the congregation who 
had ,1ct d to bu land for the church in 1770. 

e u L pect that ithian and th tru tee ma have di cu ed plan 
for their l,1nd and th ir de ire to all a mini t r to the lk Branch. Ju t 
t\1vo n1011th .. after hi i it th ongr·egation i ued a call to John 

cKnight~ one of· Fithian cla mat ~. We hall not peculate further 
,1bout h1 role in thi .. matter be au e our fi cu5 at the pre nt i on locating 
th edi1'ice ( hurch or eting Hou, ] where it a too cold for Fithian 

1 8 I-- i th i an . p I 
1' Rcli,,ine I Iistor)' . Inc. \Veb,1tc . •• rch1tecture and Hou e H1 lory : · Pet<'r· 81,,,~ H o 11~\·e. 

_Qt)9 . l RI <http://,,1\\1\\' ~rel 1\' 1ng h1\tOI} 1nL org/ rch1tccturc - -House-H1 tory .html> 
- < 1 Fi tt1 iar1. p. 1 ".\ 
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to preach on Sunday February 18, 1776. Fithian did not say anything 
specific about the location or physical condition of the meeting house. 

Search for the Old Elk Branch Church Location Using 
Land Ownership Records and Mapping: 

In early 2009 we had not read and scrutinized much literature that 
discussed the location of the meeting house. We knew that the location of 
the old Elk Branch Presbyterian Church was about a half mile west of the 
present stone church building. And there is an 1806 deed21 in which 
John Wright, on behalf of the Presbyterian congregation of Elk Branch 
sold a one acre parcel of land to Phillip Engle. We were intrigued. This 
sale was made during a time when the Elk Branch Presbyterian Church 
officially did not exist. The earliest Elk Branch church had been divided 
and dissolved in 1792 and no mention of it had appeared in presbyterial 
minutes again until it was reorganized in 1833. In 1806 John Wright was 
the sole survivor of the three trustees of the congregation, who had bought 
the land in 1770.22 Of the other two trustees, Moses Tullis (sometimes 
spelled as Tully, Tullys, or Tullos) had died in 1777 ,23 and Peter Burr, II 
died in February 1795 .24 

We assumed that the land described in these deeds would have been 
the location of the early Elk Branch Presbyterian Church. As expected we 
discovered that the ''land'' described in the 1806 deed wa the same land 
that had been bought by the three trustees for the congregation in 1770. 
Thus we began with the imple idea of locating the land described in these 
two deeds. 

We had to find a location in Jefferson County where Engle land25 

shared a common boundary with Neill land26 and where a boundary with 
James Young land27 was also present. This was complicated by Robert 

2 1 Jefferson County Virginia (now WV) Deed Book 3, Pages 458-460. 1806 February 25. 
John Wright to Phillip Engle. 

22 Frederick County Virginia Deed Book 13, Pages 427-428. 1770 August 8. John & Marget 
Ingle to John Wright, et.ux. [i .e . Wright, Tullis, and Burr, trustees of the Pre byterian 
Congregation of Elk Branch] 

23 Tulli s Genealogy . 
<http://dl.dropbox.com/u/26257059/Mo eso/o20Tulliso/o20Chapter0 l .pdf> 

2 4 Reliving History, Inc. Website.<http://www.relivinghistoryinc.org/> 
25 Frederick County Virginia Deed Book 1, p 143. Engle [Ingle], Melger. 1754 January I; 

397 acres. 
2 6 Frederick County Virginia Deed Book I, p. 145. Neill, Lewis. 1754, January 3· 392 acres. 
27 Berkeley County Virginia Deed Book 11, pp. 223-225. Robert Lowry to James Young 

dated 21 February 1793 
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Lowr 8 being an intervening owner. We t1·a11 po ·ed land infom1ation 
obtainecl from Galtjo Gee1·t~ema~29 an acclain1ed urveyor from 

artin\burg~ Vv1ho ha fo und organized mapped and ~ fit together' ' n10~ t 
if not ,111 ~ Fairt~,1x Land Gr·ant we t of the Blue Ridge Mountain on 

11ited tates ational Geodetic urvey quadrangle to contemporary 
Google ~arth -=\o aerial view in1age of Jeffer on County. We al o u ed 
the 1nete~ ,1 11d bounds ~ urvey ~ of relevant deed to find and map the 
b()undarie~ for the church land. 

We , umn1arize the re ult of our land earch in an image which 
repre. nt\ the one acre bought by the Elk Branch Pre byterian Church 
tru~tee\ fro111 John and Margaret Ingle in 1770. Label to how ownership 
bou11darie before the . ale to Philip Engle on 25 February 1806 have been 
O\'erlaid 011 t11e land image. 

- 8 l3crk~le)' ot111t)' \ 1irginia Dc:ed BocJk 3 pp 238-239 . Pt1il1 p Engle (heir) to Robert 
l .. (> \\' ()' lat!.!cl _ J 1 ,ire 11 t 7 7 5: I 00 ;\ c . 

-
,, Galtj(, Gccrt'ic111,1. , ur,1e~1s and n1ap obtair1ed fro111 Galtjo Gcert en1a. ur,1eyor frllr11 

I a r l i 11 b tt r g ~/ \ 1 . < h t t p : / / j e ff e r on c c1 u n t ) 11 I c or g I )1 o ,v ,1 n d V-' h e re t <) l <) o k 1 t Lt p 
land~rant ... htm I> <l1ttp://jeffcr,onLou11t)'hlc org1 gt.:oh1~tc)r)1al)oL1t .htn1l> 

< Go()glc E~1rth . ec the tollo,\' ing l Rl .J tor a n1orc thorl)ugl1 d1,c u,,1on . 
~ '-' ~ 

<h1tp://e11 . ,,•i k ipedia .org/,, 1k 1, <lOl!lc_E,1rth> 
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The little piece of ground is essentially a rectangle I 98 feet (E-W) by 
218.625 feet (N-S) rotated counter clockwise by 8 degrees. A small 
rectangular appendage (16.5 feet by 33 feet) on the south boundary of the 
plat raises questions as to the purpose of it inclusion. No answer is 
readily apparent. We do not speculate as to the reason for this appendage. 
It is shown here superimposed on a 2011 Google Earth image showing 
part of Shenandoah Junction, West Virginia on the left ide. 

The one acre once owned by the Presbyterian congregation of Elk 
Branch sits on a beautiful promontory to the east of 5th Street of 
Shenandoah Junction. It overlooks land to the west which has become 
Shenandoah Junction, land to the east toward Duffields and the Elk 
Branch as it flows from the west toward the Potomac River. The view to 
the north overlooking the Elk Branch is mainly obscured by the CSX (old 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad) tracks which were constructed in the 1830s 
after the land no longer belonged to the church. 

After having located that parcel of land and examined it with the 
permission and guidance of the present owner, State Senator Herb Snyder 
in 2010 and 2011, we felt satisfied that we had, indeed, located the one acre 
of land legally owned by the Elk Branch Church from 1770 to 1806. We 
thought we had noticed what might have been a rectangular foundation 
from aerial views. Mr. Snyder assured us that it was not a foundation but 
an outcropping of limestone so familiar in Jefferson County. Mr. Snyder 
indicated that he had worked the land, walked it and mowed grass growing 
on it frequently while possessing it since 1979. He was certain that he had 
never seen anything (such as foundation stones, rotted timbers, or nails) to 
suggest the existence of a structure there. Perhaps a thorough inspection by 
trained archaeologists would lead to another conclusion. 

We were initially disappointed by the results of our search. We had 
expected that finding the land would have settled the lingering question 
about the location of the old church with clarity. We decided to continue 
our efforts to find the old church by searching available literature to 
discover clues that others might have left for us. 

Search for the Old Elk Branch Church Location Based on 
Historical Literature 

Elk Branch Location Based on Remarks of Albion and Dodson 

Albion and Dodson, the editors of the Fithian Journal 1775-1776 
attached a footnote as follows: 



Jeffcr,on ("ount)' 111,tclrical • ociet 

Pre byterian meeting hou e had been built about 1769 at 
lk Branch about ten mile outhea t of Martin burg and ix 

mi le we t of Harper Ferry. It i the ite of the pre ent 
Duffie Id ~ tat ion . art me 11 p. 6 5 . 3 1 
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e b lieve the tate111ent of the editor i a mi reading of Cartmell 
. t,it me11t: 

This hurch i-. locat d at what i known a Duffield Station 
on B. & 0. R.R.~ about ix mile Wet of Harper Ferry. The 
building i on the orth ' ide of Elk Branch. Thi .. place had 
~ome 11otoriety in the early day . A mall fort wa there and 
the tockade enclo ed th large pring and it wa at thi point 
where the f"ir t hurch tood. For conve11ience of ite the 
congregation rected the pre.. nt building which i about a 
half mile Ea t. Church hi ·tory ay thi Church fir t appear 
1769. Tradition gi es a much earlier date and many accept 
the 1 atter a .. reliable. ~2 

o we continued to look for info11nation about the location and age of 
the meeting hou e wh re Fithian wa .. to have preached. 

lk Branch Location Ba ed on Remark of Dr. John A. Scott: 

The first publ1 hed piece that we have di covered that mention the 
1 catio11 of the Old lk Bran h Church emerged in our earch from a file 
of clipping . Thi~ arti 1 wa " in circulation early in the twentieth century 
bccau, e portion, of it \.\'er cited b other writer in the early 1900 . We 
have e tractcd th vvord with focu on the location of the meeting hou e. 

It \ a._ 011 the lk Branch r ek the fir t ettler • pitched their 
home ,1nd earlier thar1 1707 had their fort built around a big 
11e\1cr f,1iling ~ pri11g at th head of Elk Branch on land now 
<)Vl11ed by 1r~" . John . Link. Th fort wa, a trong, tockade~ 
a11d 11 clo ed about an acre of gro und. Pa1·t of th e 
foundati ns ere r centl)' expo , d when repairing the guard 
t .. nee. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

l l~ithi£111. p. 1.. lbic)n r 0()d,c>n qut)ling c1rtn1ell 
" - Tt1c>n1a, K . c.1rt111ell. hc11andoah a Ile) Pioneer <1nd Their De~cc11dant\ a ht\lOf)' of 

f; fl:ll...:r1ck our1ty. Virginia. fron1 1t forr11at1on i11 l 71 to 190 ( ,cloglc cBook). 
C c)p) \\fnte T . K (.~c.1rtmcll . 1909. p. l 72 
h l l p: // b t) o k ~ . got) g l c c <1 nl c book reader'. id= .. d f; c 1 Y 1. b I K QC pr i n t ') e c = t~ r o 11 t co\' c r 

'OLJtput=rcadt:r ource=\\~b tc,re_bo )kcard pg=GB ... P 172) 
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While here I have seen the very spot where the Old Elk 
Branch Church stood, and moved some of its foundation 
stones, doubtless of almost the same antiquity as the Fort and 
graveyard, and 400 yards distant.33 

Dr. Scott's article is primarily an argument to establish that the Elk 
Branch community is the site of the first white settlement in the Virginia 
Colony west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Scott's entire argument for 
the ''earliest'' is his focus on the death date of '' 1707'' on a controversial 
sandstone gravestone nearby .34 

Our interest in Scott's article was not how early the inhabitants settled. 
Rather we were intrigued with the clarity of Scott's statements about the 
location of the Old Elk Branch Church. Certainly Scott had no doubts 
about this for he states without equivocation that he has '' een the very 

t 
,, 

spo .... 
While Scott moved some stones, he offered no description or cogent 

argument to ascertain that they were, indeed, foundation stones of the 
church or of the fort that was believed to have existed at the Link Spring? 

He had no doubts that the stones were of almost the same antiquity as 
the fort and graveyard which he identified as being 400 yards distant. His 
language structure is a bit difficult to interpret, but it strongly suggests 
that there was 400 yards between the church and fort on the one hand, and 
the graveyard on the other. From our perspective, that seems to be a very 
great distance for a ''church graveyard'' to be from a church edifice. We 
believe that the graveyard which is commonly known presently as the 
Ronemous-Engle Graveyard35 should most likely be considered as a 
''private family graveyard'' rather than a graveyard associated with a 
Presbyterian meeting house. 

Scott also claimed ''another fact confi11ning the great antiquity of this 
settlement and fort is found in the records ecclesiastical which I have 
examined and are unquestionably authentic."36 It would certainly have 

33 Dr. John A. Scott. ''Aliquis 'In the Mountains of West Virginia'_,, Thi article was 
originally published in The Rich,nond Ce,1tral P,·esbyterian at some date after 1890. Dr. 
Cowan' s transcription of this orphaned article can be accessed at the following URL: 
<http ://dl .drop box .com/u/26257059/ John %20A. %20Scott. o/o 20Aliqui %20 %20% 
E2%80%9Cin%20theo/o20Mountains%20of%20West%20Virginia%E2%80o/o9D.pdf > 

3 4 Cartmell, pp 265-267 
35 Find A Grave web ite. Ro,1emous Engle Ce111etery, Dtiffields, WV. ''All Graves Search 

Result." <http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/f g .cgi ?page=gsr&GScid=2351461 > 
3 6 Scott, p. l 
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bee11 u<.,c(~ul for cott to ha gi en . ome indication of the nature of 
records ecc le<.,iasti ,11 and where they could be located for erification. 
Pre<;u111abl.)1 th ~e record'" would ha been part of the Pre bytery of New 

~1 tie 01· p rhLlP\ the r cord. of the Donegal Pre bytery or both. 
Dr. cott argued with his fir . thand te timony~ from a po ition of 

~~authorit ~~ which he would have reader believe i 'doubtle or 
~~unqu stio 11able.'~ cott ~erved a the pa tor at the Elk Branch 
Pre by teri,1n hurch from I 870 to I 890. He wa a highly re pected 
1nen1ber of the Duffield~ co1nmunity. Perhap\. he wa u d to having hi 
Vv'ord accepted ~without que tion.' 

But not all r ad r hav accepted hi te "' timony without que tion. 
,1rtn1 II for a111ple" made a rea oned a11d very trong evidentiary ca e 

tl1at th -~ 1707'~ d ath date on the gra e tone wa. very likely an inaccurate 
ob r atio11 . 

lk Branch Location Ba ed on Remarks of 
Jame Robert Graham, 1904 

In 1904 the R vere11d Jame5 R. Graham wrote an eccle ia 'tical hi tory 
ntitled: Tl1e Plc111ti,1g of tl1e Pre b)'ferian Church in the Northern Neck of 
i1·gi11ic1. p1·io1· to tlze 01·gc111i--ati(Jn of the Wi11c·heJ'te,· P,·e bytery, December 

4, 1794. In tl1i exten i el re --earched book, Graham devoted many page to 
the hi~tor of the Elk Branch Pre~ byterian Church in ection XII.37 We 
f·ocu prin1aril)1 on the lo ation of the meeting hou .. e a recor·ded by Graham. 

But th old church .. with th hi tory of which we are here 
co11 n1 d ~as half a mile we~t of th pr ~ nt . ite, and on the 
outh ide of the Branch, near the large pring formerly 

encl ed in the Bio k Hous ~ which the early ettler built for 
prote tion from the h tile Indian . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

hi. opinio11 i u 'tain d b the fact that there wa already a 
hurch bl11l<l1ng at the Link pring. Thi hou e .. built of log , 

Vva i11 a tate of decay in 1792, which i proof that it mu t 
l1a\e b n er ct d a long time b fore 1769. nd it i, fair to 
a ~ um that ir1 that hou . e the Pr . b terian on lk Branch 
\x. er ac u t med to hold o ca ional, if not tated, wor hip.~ 8 

-, Gral1,tm ..... eL li on II Elk Branch p <http ://dl dropbo .co m/u/ 26257059 
Jan1c c· _QR< 20 ,rahan1<Jc ._() 11 ¾ 2()blkcl _Q8rancho/o20.pdf> 

- 8 Ja111e R. raham. Tl1e Pl<1111i,1 ., <JJ tl1e PreJ·b)1ter1<11z C/11,rch i,1 tl1e o rrJ1er11 eek <if . 
\ l ir 111,ia , /J1·irJr trJ 1l1e O,·~t111i-<1tirJ1t of 1l1e iVi11cl1e .. ..;re,· P1·e.\·IJ)1tery,. D ec·e,11/Jer 4. 1794. 
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Elk Branch Location Based on Remarks of 
Rev. Harold H. Leach. 

Published in The Register, Shepherdstown, West Virginia September 
19, 1929, was a lengthy article by the Reverend Harold H. Leach, minister 
of the Elk Branch Church beginning in August of 1927 .39 It was his 
''Historical Sketch of the Elk Branch Presbyterian Church, Duffields, 
Jefferson County, West Virginia," delivered at the centennial celebration 
(of the building of the new Stone Church) September 8, 1929. This was a 
well-written article which succinctly summarized the early history of the 
church and would serve to provide context for our inquiry. 

The article drew heavily upon information from by Dr. James R. 
Graham's 1904 book and also cited info11r1ation from Dr. Scott. In our 
reading, the article contributed no ''new'' clues about the location of the 
early church, except in explicitly noting that Graham had said in a part of 
his book that we had overlooked initially, that the ''old log church ... 
stood in the Presbyterian graveyard ... : '' 

There is convincing evidence that Elk Branch had been a 
place of worship for some time before its name is mentioned 
in the presbyterial records. An old log church which stood in 
the Presbyterian graveyard near Duffields, and which had 
fallen into decay in 1792, must have been erected and used 
much earlier than 17 6940 

Elk Branch Location Based on Remarks of 
Millard Kessler Bushong: 

Some time between the years 1763 and 1767 the old Potomac 
[Shepherdstown] Presbyterian congregation divided. One 
group decided to set up a separate church on Elk Branch, 
about seven miles south of Shepherdstown. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The mother church [Shepherdstown or ''Potowmack''] had 
already been conducting services on Elk Branch and had 
erected a house of worship there on the stream at the Link 

39 Rev Harold H . Leach, Historical Sketch of Elk Branch Pre byterian Church 1929 as 
printed in The Regi ster, Shepherdstown , WV 19 September 1929. 
<http://dl.dropbox .com/u/26257059/Rev%20Harold%20H.%20Leach%2C%20Historical 
%20Sketch%20of%20Elk%20Branch %20Pre byterian%20Church %2C%201929 .pdf> 

4 <) Leach 



pri11g in front of the re~idence of the late Jame Burr 
bourn. It wa5 a . eparate building from the blockhou e 

\\'hich had b en erect d there for protection again t 
l11dian\. ; 1 

SUMMARY 

31 

Pre ~u1nabl our que t to find the location of th early Elk Branch 
l1urch b lit rature earch would almo t be re olved were we to locate 

the f·amou pring. W ha e been told by Herb nyder that a large all­
w ather full-flowing ~pring till exi t north of the railroad track on land 
pr entl owned by Mr . uellen Myer . Thi i undoubtedly the Link 

pring r f rr d to b Dr. John A. cott. With help from John Allen Jr. 
and Herb n d r .. we ha e pinpoint d that pring on a relatively recent 
map. Th Link pring (which at an earli r time had been known a the 

ngl pring and lat r a. the Jame Burr O bourn Spring) wa 
appar ntly a known landmark in thi part of Jeffer on County into the 
t~1entieth centur . It may ha e once been at the very c nter of an early 

ttlem nt. 
11 thi. 19 ogl arth aerial view (page 32) we how the location 

of the O bourn Hou e~ the pring the graveyard and the land the 
Pr sb teriar1 011ce own d. 

Our arch of the land r cord led us to the piece of land outhwe t of 
the Link p1·ing. We are c 1iain that it wa .. owned by the congregation 
and probabl had be n bought a ~ a place to con truct a new meeting 
hou~e. It i probabl that th ~-new'' me ting hou e on the hill w,1 .. never 
cc)11 tructed though th church ma ha e u .. ed the ite for open air 
111e ting. t·ron1 time t ti1ne. ith ut an extended di .. cu sion we would 
po ~it that clur~d conon1i conditions which accompanied the American 
Re\1olutio11 pl,l}' d a 1naJor role to prev'e11t the young church from 
follo\\1ing a drea1n to re t a rn eting hou awa from the ·tream and the 
"pri11g. Tl1e preponderan of id n in the literature poke with ome 
crtaint ab ut the i. ten e of a fort . to kad and a blockhou. e at the 
pring. Th 1n eting hou wa ~aid to b at or near the pring. One 

\ riter aid the cl1urch a in the gra ard. 

1 11ill,1rd K Bt1."hong, H1,tOf)' of Jeffer on ou11t)r. We:. t Virginia (Jcffcr on Publishing 
0 Ill pa n I • c~ h a r I e r O \ 11 . Vv e l i r g i n i a : I 9 4 1 ) . p p . I 9 - 2 0 . l R L 

http://dl .dropbo • .C.'O r11/u/26 .. 10-9 electedo/ 20B u .. hong 20Quote pdf • 
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Many Questions Remain: 
We are still uncertain as to the exact location of the old meeting house. 

We do not know if it was at the spring, in the graveyard, on the north side 
of Elk Branch in front of the Osbourn house or on the south side of the 
stream. Were there early roads in the area leading to and from the 
meeting house, the graveyard and the spring? Perhaps the study of very 
early roads in this area of the county might provide additional clues. Is 
the info11nation about the spring and fort based on tradition such as that 
cited by Theriault?4 2 Maybe there is evidence to be found that would 
confirm those early stories. Is it possible that there is a deed or deeds, yet 
to be found in archives, describing the location of the meeting house near 
the spring? It is possible that remnants of the meeting house and fort were 
destroyed when the railroad was first constructed. Would a study of the 

4 2 William D. Theriault. Appendix A: EXCERPTS FROM ' A BRIEF BY L[ODONZO] C. 
ENGLE ON THE ORIGIN OF THE ENGLE NAME'' <http://jeffersoncountyhlc.org/ 
Hi t%20of%20E.%20Jefferson%20County/Appendix_A.htm> in History of Eastern 
Jefferso11 County, West Virginia. 2009. <http: //jeffersoncountyhlc.org/Hi t%20of% 
20E. % 201 eff erson % 20County /index .html> 
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deed "' defining the railroad right-of-way lead to clue about the meeting 
h u e? 11d yes, we will continue our ~"Que t. 

W are fa~cinated about how thi early chu1~ch began and where it wa 
lo at d along the lk Branch becau e thi information help u 
t1nder "tand our ance tor who Ii ed in thi part of Frederick and Berkeley 

untie , b fore Jeffer5on aunty wa .. fo1·1ned. Perhap our effort will be 
a part of the ~ toi-y for our de ,cendant . 

E/i 7 a/Jeth ( Bett_v) 11_)'der Lo1ve ha lived her life in ShepherdL~tow11 i,i 
Jejfe1-.i.;(>11 {Jt111t_), West Virginia. She has a life long c~on11ection as a 

111 e111/Je1· Cl! t/1e Elk B1·a11c:h Pre b} te,,.ian Church. The M,--. Burr that 
Pl1illitJ Fitl1ic111 cle c,·ibe5· i ~<i B elt) Lo¾,e'J, ggg grandfather. Her gg 

g1·c111c/f(1tl1e1·, Jo/111 11~'der, ,-. provided land for the c·ongregation to build 
c1 /1(Jl,1\e of 1,10 1·.\·l1ip cit it.s· citrre11t ite at the intersec·tio,1 of Luther Jone 
c111d Flo,i i11g JJ1·i11g~ Roc1ci i,z I 829. 

l)r·. l<J/111 L. <Jl1'a11 t.\· a11c .. e.\'f{Jrs lii1ed 011 Cattail Run in Jejfers·o11 County 

( t/1e11 Be,·kele,· Olt111)) j,·0111 oi e111be1· 1774 u11til 1800. Tl1e,·e is son1e 

e,/icle11c·e t/1c11 l1i .. \ ~f?gg g1·a11lifat/1e1· i1,,c1.s t/1e J o/1n Coii'a11 lv/10 1vc1.s c1n elder 
cit 1/1 e l1 eJJl1 e 1·cl .'it<Ji1,·11 Pre.\h)'te1·ic111 Cl1ltrcl1 i11 1778-17 2. Hi.s ggg 

~1·c111(/1111 ~/e, c,l~<J /Jec11·i,1R tl1e 11c1111e, Jo/111 Cowc111, 1na1·1·ied Abi,r;ail Bu,·r 

/Jc11·11 i11 175< . [Jete,· Bt11·1·, II 
1

\ Je(·o11cl claitgl1te1'". Tl1ot1l5h 1101 d(JCLtn1e11tecl, 

l1e /Jeliei e.\· 1l1c11 Jo/111 C,o,t c111 ci11(/ Abi{?czil BL11·1- ii e,·e probably' n1a1·riecf cit 

1l1e Ole/ 1: /k B1-c1 11c·/1 ,P,·es·IJ, t e1·ic111 Cl1i11·c/1 abo1,t 1779 . .., 

_ ·111l1ic1 T/1(JJtl/J .\' (J11 j<Ji11ell M,-.\. Loi,,e a11d D,·. Coii·c11i i11 2009 as c111 

c11· ·l1i, c,I t1L')L\· i ,\tt111t. 1\t tl1 e ti111 e L\·}1 e l1 'aJ~ c1 .~ ti1de11t ii it/1 D,·. K eit/1 

; \ le.,\·{111cl e ,- ct t /1 e pl1e ,·cl U 11 i, e ,·sit_,·. _) ·11 t/1 ill i~ JJ1·e ~\ e 11 t l_) c·o111JJ I e ti,zg /1 e ,. 

1t·o1·k i,1 tl1e Hi.i;;to,·_) D e1Ja1·t111e111 cir Sl1e1Jl1e1·<f U11i, e,· ,it_,·. l1 e i c1 life/{JJ1R 

,·e,~ifl 111 <JJ c111 c,,~e<i ,1 e L\·t (Jj "/1eJJl1e1·c/.~~l fJl i 111. (111d l1c1 ._\' c1 c·cJ11ti1111i11g i11te1·(~~-1 
e 

i,1 1t\ l1i ... \·to1-_ c111{/ 111<~ /JI" e1·\ ·c11io11 (Jj l1iL')/(J1·ic·c1/ 1·e~·oi11·c·e,\·. 
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The Old Opera House 
By Jeral Milton 

Circa 1915 postcard photograph of the New Opera House 

The year was 1909 and Annie Gibson Packett 1 was a woman with a 
dream and a mission. The residents of Charles Town, increasingly 
frustrated with the theatre accommodations offered by Charles 
Washington Hall, were demanding a new, modem theatre with up-to-date 

1 In 1909 the Packett spelled their surname without an 'e'' on the end~ by 1918 they 
apparently were adding a second '~e'', spelling the name ''Packette." See Deed of Bargain 
and Sale from Wm. B. Packett & wife, &c., to Jos. M. Funk, 28 March 1918 (filed 29 
March 1918), Jefferson County, WV Deed Book 116, page 168 for an example of a 
document with both spellings. 
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r hit ct .B . 1ull tt ' dra,\'ing of the front elevation of 
the Opera Hou e. 

• 
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t 

.. 

q u i () m c n t . - r . Pack ct t .. w i f'e of i 11 i am Bainbridge Packett ~ and 
gr,1nddaught r of olor1 I Bra ton Oa\enport of ltona Farm hoped to 
provid them Vli th a cent r f~or e11tcrtainment "' uitable to their de\eloping 
urban t~1 tt ."' . To thi er1d .. ~he devot d much of h r time in 1909: Mr . 

- /Ji1·it flj Jeffer\·<,11 ✓ I .1., ( <;~ptcrnbcr 12. 190-). • 

- \ illiar11 8air1hr1d 0 c Pdck.ctt \\,] a direct de cc11da11t of an1uel WJ h1ngto11 . ._ 
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Packett led an effort to raise $50 ,0004 for the design and construction of a 
new, state-of-the-art theatre. She purchased a vacant lot on the corner of 
George and Liberty Streets,5 along with the adjoining lot fronting 
George Street,6 and hired the A.B. Mullett & Company architectural firm 
of Washington , DC.7 The lot which faced George Street, purchased from 
Mary Davis , had been improved with a brick building around 18958 and 
the Mullett architectural drawings referred to it as the ''Davis Building." 

By October of 1909, Thomas Augustine Mullett (son of Alfred Bult 
Mullett who was the supervising architect for the United States Treasury 
Department from 1865 to 1874)9 had presented Mrs. Packett with a set of 
architectural drawings, but these were redrawn in 1910 in a more 
restrained Classical Revival style and incorporating the Davis Building 
with three bowling alleys. 10 The Spirit of Jefferson reported that: 

Architect T E [sic] Mullett was in town yesterday, and the 
contract for the erection of the new opera house and bowling 
alley by Mrs. Wm P [sic] Packett on the corner of George and 
Liberty streets was awarded to Mr. Hugh P. Cline of this 
place, he being the lowest bidder. 

The building will be 60 x 106 feet in size, and a fine structure 
of brick laid in Flemish bond , with Ohio sandstone trimmings 
and handsome metal trimmings on the George street front ... 
the opera house will be finished and fitted up in a thoroughly 
up-to-date manner, with sloping floor , latest improved opera 
chairs and other fittings to correspond. 1 1 

When completed , the New Opera House ''was a classic theatre structure , 
complete with fly- space for hanging scenery above the proscenium stage 

4 Thi amount would exceed $5,000,000 today. ''Inflation Calculator ," Inflatio11Data .co1n , 
2003-20 IO 23 February, 2011 <http://inflationdata .com/inflation/Inflation_Calculators>. 

5 Deed of Bargain and Sale from C.F. Wall and wife to Annie G . Packett , 23 Feb. 1909 
(filed 30 March 1909), Jeffer on County, WV , Deed Book 102 page 303. County 
Clerk's Office, Charles Town, WV . 

6 Deed of Bargain and Sale from Mary E. Davis and husband to Annie G. Packett , 11 Oct. 
1909 (filed 19 Oct. 1909) Jefferson County WV , Deed Book 103, page 242. County 
Clerk s Office, Charles Town, WV. 

7 James E. Harding, ''New Opera House ," National Register documentatio11, 1978. 
8 See 1897 Sanborn Fire In urance Co. Map of Charles Town. 
9 Harding. 
10 See Paula S . Reed ''Historical Documentation and Report ," The Old Opera House 

Restoration and Rehabilition Project September 2008:2.6-2.9. 
1 1 ''New Opera House for Charles Town," Spirit of Jeffe,~son XL V .24 (June 14 1910):2 . 
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Bal con front a een from the lower auditorium 

an or 11 tra pit and a cur ed balcony.' 12 Although re traint wa the 
rul , th re i a fine pre. ed-tin ceiling in the lobby and, a one enter the 
auditoriu111, '~the mo~ t 'triking feature i the emblem o er the pro cenium 
with 1t~ gold-1 afed P' .'' 1 

The ew Op ra Hous opened on Valentine' Day February 14, 
191 I 1 with a com d ntitled ~ Bachelor Girl Federation of Clt1b ' 1 5 

,lnd featur d --hotn tal nt." 16 It wa& pre ented by the United Daughter 
of· tt1e or1fed rac , Law~on BottL Chapter "for the purpo e of 
replen1.:hing their d pleted trea ury. ~ 1 7 

ha1·l '- To\\111 wa. t pical of many mall town~ throughout the country 
in n tructing a con1munity theatre building. It had become rather 
fa. hio11able for 'Inall town to con truct a tand-alone theatre during that 
t i 111 e p (; r i o d : i t ~ ~ , i g 11 a 1 e d t hat a town had -arr i v e d ' and w a we 11 -

1
- ··111,t<)l')' :· Oltl 011e1·c1 H <JLt ·e TJ1et1tre rJ1111Jt111)', _o I I. 28 1arch 2011 <http://www.old 

operat1ou .. e .<)rg/jo >. 
13 Hardine . 

~ 

14 ·µ;,-;, of Jeffe,·s,,11 ' l.., \ 11.7 ( l='cbrua[)' 14. 1911 ): see lJ/J·o Far111e1·\ • Ac!,1(Jct1te VI 52 
(Februaf)' 11 . 1911 ). 

15 The auth<.>r 1 un"-no\\'n. nor i._ it knO\'-'n \\hether of cop;' of the c.npt ex1 t today. 
1 

.. JJirir <JJ Jej}e,·s,Jn L \ ' I . (rcbruary 2 1, 1911 ). • 
17 JJirir <if Jeffer.~011 # L I . (Febn1af)' 21, 19 l J ). 
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established." 18 Also typical was the name ''opera house." Rarely, if 
ever, did one of these small town theatres host an operatic perfor1nance, 
but the title commonly was used and is thought to have reflected '''a 
lingering, puritanical prejudice against theater ... [while] opera, ... was 
considered high culture and therefore respectable. These buildings were 
called opera houses to avoid the stigma of the title of theater.''' 19 

The New Opera House quickly became an important and integral part 
of the community's fabric, hosting a plethora of entertainments, meetings, 
and a variety of activities. 

While full theatrical productions were the big events, the 
Opera House became the center of 'almost every indoor event 
of any size in the county.' Touring troupes, vaudeville, 
readings, minstrels, circuses and wild west shows were part 
of the increasing bill of fare as the country moved through 
World War I and the 1920s. Occasional basketball contests 
and boxing matches were held, and the hall opened for such 
eeming disparate events as church services and election 

returns. The building even was used for the storage of food 
for disaster relief .20 

Indeed , a 1913 edition of the Spirit of Jefferson advertised ''Professor 
Henry Walford 's Great Animal Circus," featuring ''Rats, Cats, Dogs & 
Monkeys ."2 1 Six months later, the building hosted the 2nd District 
Democratic Convention.22 A matinee benefit for the Independent Fire 
Company was held in 19 I 6 and took in 3 7 dozen eggs. 23 

When live entertainment was not booked into the New Opera House, 
there were silent movies with the likes of Mary Astor, Lionel Barrymore, 
Charlie Chaplin, and others.24 Manager Edward Henson introduced 
''talkies'' at midnight on May 19, 1929 with a showing of ''The Duke 
Steps Out."25 The showing of movies may have helped to keep the 

18 William Candee, qtd. in Alice Sachs,' A Spark of Life " Perspectives (Ohio University) 
III .I ( 1999):6. 

19 Candee, qtd. in Sachs 6. 
20 Harding. 
2 1 Spirit of Jefferson XLVIII .46 (November 18 , I 913) . 
22 Spirit of Jefferso11 XLIX.24 (June 16, I 914). 
23 Harding. 
24 Spirit of Jefferso,i LXIII.12 (March 22, 1928):6; Spirit of Jefferson LXIV .7 (February 14, 

1929). 
25 Spirit of Jeffersori LXIV .20 (May 16, 1929): 1. 
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theatre operating i11to the 1940 .. ,-<"> but ironically ~ome .. peculate whether 
the 1110\1ies n1a)1 have contributed to the theat1·e.. demi .. e .27 

De'){Jite O\' r tl1irt 1 ear ~ a~ harle~ Town" entertainment and meeting 
cc11ter. the e'A- Opera House clo~ d it~ door~ in 1948.- 8 For a few year , 
the D,1\ I\ Bt11ld111g conti11ued to hou e uch op ration~ a~ the bowling 
tllle , (1 bar. ~1 re\t~tura11t~ and a tlo\\er , hop:29 but b 1956, both building 
\ ere empty, i11 d1 repair .. ar1d \ ere conden1ne<l. ~<> 

Tl1i" r11ibht t1·1ve ou11ded tl1e de,1th knell for the Cla ~. ic Revi al st1 le 
bt1ildi11g itt1 the beat1tift1l interior a11d cur ed-rail balco11y. The roof had 
c,1,1ed i11~ pigeo11 \\1ere roo\ti11g in ide~ and the comer lot 011 George and 
Libert) treet \\a, being e ed for a parking lot. 

_c, Reed .... I 7. 
7 Hardi11~ . 

" 8 Rcecl ___ o _ 
_ <> Car( l iallant. ··1~11 110\,, \\' ill 10 On:· 1"/ze Ol,I O1>e 1·{1 H<) lt.\·£ .)r>11,1e 11i1· Pr<Jg1·c1111111 e 

1976): 12. -
• <) Recd ___ o. 
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Nevertheless, there were three forward-thinking individuals who 
loved live theatre and saw the potential in the old, abandoned theatre 
building. Dixie Kilham and Robert and Diane Angel hoped to turn 
things around and fulfill Annie Packett's dream of an arts center in 
Charles Town. Sometime in the early 1970s, Dixie Kilham contacted the 
owners of the building, Mr. and Mrs. Augustine Todd 3 1 who agreed to 
the cleaning of the structure.32 It is an understatement to say that 
cleaning the building was no easy task. Among other things, it included 
hauling 35 dump-truck loads of pigeon droppings out of the 
auditorium,33 but enough community interest was generated that many 
others joined in the project. Not only was the building cleaned, but an ad 
hoc theatre group was fo11ned. 

The not-for-profit Old Opera House Theatre Company was 
incorporated in 1973 and Dixie Kilham was president of the board of 
directors.3 4 Robert Angel was managing director of the theatre and 
Diane Angel was the choreographer.3 5 One of the purposes of the newly 
formed theatre company was to ' 'promote participation of the public in 
general and of the youth in particular in the perfor1ning arts and in that 
connection to encourage the education, production, direction acting and 
writing of plays and all other fo11n of the perfo11ning and fine arts and 
the appreciation of same .... ' '36 

Nineteen seventy-three was a momentous year; not only was the new 
theatre company incorporated, but Mr. and Mrs. Todd generously donated 
the property to the group.37 The building was entered on the National 
Register of Historic Places on November 24 1978.38 

By 1976, $63,000 , raised through donations and grants , had been spent 
on renovation work and operating expenses.39 

3 1 M rs. T odd was F rances Pac ke tte T odd , daughter o f Annie Gibson and William 
Bainbridge Packett. 

3 2 Harding~ Gallant 10. 
33 Gallant 11 . 
3 4 Articles of Incorporation and Amendment 1 . 
35 Gallant 5 and 11 . 
3 6 Articles of Incorporation , article III. 
3 7 Deed of Gift from Augustine Jaquelin Todd and Frances Davenport Packette Todd to Old 

Opera House Theatre Company, Inc ., 27 July 1973 (filed 28 July 1973) Jeffer on County, 
WV, Deed Book 362 page 2 15 . County Clerk Office, Charles Town, WV . 

3 8 Harding. 
39 ''Labor of Love Renews Opera House,' The Old Opera House Souvenir Program111e 

( 1976): 18 . 
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The Old Opera Hou e toda)'·. 

'"fl1c H,11-pers Ft;rr Job Co1-p. Ce11ter beca111e intere ted in the 
p1-0Ject <l r1d agreed to h ,l \, e 0111e of it. trai11ee, ... repair and 
rc1)l,1 ter tl1e entire ceiling. ou11tle~. nu1nber of me1-chant~ 
,1 11 d i 11 d i \' i cl u ~11 . d o 11 ate d b u i l d i 11 g m ate r i a I ~ ~ adv i c e , and 
t;X J)ertisc to the p,11n t,1ki11g procC\\ C)f' comJ)l i11g with ~late 
building C()dc \ \\1hile t1·)1i11g to retain ,1~ 1nt1ch of the original 
decc)r ,1 l)O\ 1 ble. <> 
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l .. l1i11 )' e(1r '-.. later, re110\ atio11 \\ ork conti11ue. . During the um1ner of 
_()IO, \Vitl1 tl1c l1el1) ot' t'u11di11g f'rom the tate Hi ·toric Pre. er\'ation Ot .. fice 
a11d l rc.1111 tl1e it of' harles Tt)wn, three of· tl1e f'ot1r tlat roof\ we1-e 

• 
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replaced and masonry along the Liberty Street side of the building was 
repainted. 

One hundred years after the New Opera House opened its doors, the 
Old Opera House truly has become an arts center for the community. In 
addition to such theatrical productions as My Fair Uldy, Miracle on 34th 
Street, Proof, and many others, the Old Opera House hosts an art gallery 
for visiting artists, a dance studio, an acting workshop, a children's theatre 
camp, meeting space, and more. In 2010, there were over 270 season 
ticket holders and over 100 members of the theatre. There are two 
auxiliary organizations that help to support the theatre and countless 
volunteers involved in its operations. We ''urge you to become a part of 
this cultural adventure."41 

feral Milton has been a resident of Kabletownfor the past eighteen years 
and practiced law in Baltimore, MD for over twenty years, until her 
retirement earlier this year. She served on the Old Opera House Board 
of Directors from 1998-2004 and again from 2006 to the present. During 
that time, she served as President for a total of six years, also served as 
First Vice-President and Treasurer, and co-chaired the Annual Autumn 
Auction Committee. She also has served on the Jefferson County Parks & 
Recreation Commission and the Arts and Humanities Alliance of 
Jefferson County. 

4 1 The Old Opera House Souvenir Programme l . 
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Jefferson County to Liberia: Emigrants, 
Emancipators, and Facilitators 

By Jane Aile and Marie Tyler-McGraw 

One of the difficultie in reco ering infor111ation about the f amilie 
held in la ery in antebellum Jeffer on County, or anywhere in the 
.. la holding tate i the apparent lack of written record to 
supplement oral tradition . Fir t name may appear in probate record 
farm and plantation account book family letter or church bapti m 
roll . eldom ar la t name added e pecially tho e preferred by the 
n\la d famili , th m elve . la e did not appear in the cen u and 

doct1m ntary e idenc of their live and family relation hip i ketchy. 
On important contribution to the documentation i the American 

oloni?ation ociety' -- ( C ) hip Ii .. t of emigrant bound for 
Lib ria th,1t gathered ba i cen u -like information from each emigrant. 
In addition, the Re ord of the merican Colonization Society (RAC ) 
held at th Librar of Congre (L ) include letter written by tho e 
cmigra11t ba k to th ir horn region . The AC journal the African 
ReJJo.s·itrJ,.). ( R print d letter to and from Liberia and announced 
, hip ~ pa ~ag . . 

t I a~t I 14 fri an merican ~ from Jeffer on County went to the 
olon of Lib ria b tween 1 30 and 1855 a high number among 

irginia c untie . Below i a Ii , t of those per on their family 
gr uping , and their emancipator , if they were not fre . Printed below 
are rel at d I tter and document, from the AR and will and deed from 
the J ffer on ount courthou . The docum ntation i not complete~ 
r111 t rie re1n,1i11. But th our e identify a numb r of J et'fer on 

aunty ar1t b llum black and 'Arhit familie5, offer th ir voice in letter .. 
~1nd 0 iv clear vidcn e of th diffi ulti , in ol ed in manumitting lave 

r in li\1ing a free bla k.~ in a .. la've societ)' . 
The \•la-.., fou11d d in a .. hington, D. . in late 1816 prirnarily by 

upper- uth politician and ' I rg1 men from both orth and outh. The 
c)ught to find a colon) outside the nited tat " \\here merican tree 

bla 'k. 'OulJ n1igrat . Liberia, on th e~t coa t of fri a became that 
ol n11

• loti\e \\er miJ· ed a1nong th found r . ome wi hed to rid the 
nttc<l tat of fr e bla k ntirely ~ lea ing onl "la,1e~. Other hoped 
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Liberia, located on the West Coast of Africa, showing the location of Monrovia 
and Cape Palmas. 

that creation of an American-style republic in Liberia would lead to a 
gradual general manumission of all slaves in the United States. Still 
others hoped that a free black colony could Christianize Africa. Most 
founders believed that free blacks could never achieve all of their 
potential in the United States due to prejudice. Ultimately, many more 
emancipated slaves than free blacks left Virginia for Liberia, sent there by 
their emancipators. 

In Jefferson County interest in African colonization was strong, if 
sporadic. These records demonstrate two waves of emigration from the 
county. One, in the early 1830s, was driven by a kinship network of 
evangelical gentry women in the Washington and Blackburn families 
living near Charlestown in southern Jefferson County. For them, 
religious values and attachment to certain slave families were the 
primary motivators. The second wave of emigrants began in 1845 and 
continued until the mid-1850s and was centered in Shepherdstown in the 
northern part of the county. It involved local ministers and had more 
free black emigrants, perhaps a result of increasing legal restriction on 
free blacks. Free and emancipated blacks believed most what they heard 
from other blacks, earlier emigrants who had been to Liberia. They 
sought in Liberia the rights and opportunities that they had een white 
people en joy in Jefferson County. Some of the expectations, concerns, 
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Map of onrovia 
T o,,,n of 1lonr<>, ia 
"I'o,,,n of Monro, ia 
'o., 1845) 

la out in 1825. [R. Coyle, compiler ''In et: Plan of the 
ap of Lib ria,'' (Baltimore: Lithograph b E. Weber & 

t111d often the ad fa te of Jeffer .. on ount emig1~ant to Liberia are 

I 

\' ident here. 1 

Re, earch on J ffe r on Count t'rican 
n1,1nci pat r ". and fa il itators produced 

merican emigrant to Liberia 
ome conflicting account of 

c)r ba kground on \1irginia· .: relation hip " ' ith Liberia. ~Ce arie Tyler- 1cGra"v~ 1\11 

1\fric t111 Rt1/Jtt!J/ic: Blc1c·k {111cl \Vl1ite \11r 1 i11ia11.\· i11 rl,e fc1ki11~ of L1!Jer1£1 (Chapel Hill : 
ni\'C1'1ty ot orth C drolina Pre ~- 2007) and the accompan)·tng \\'eb ire a\1ailable at http· 

//\V\\1
\\1 \ cdh . \'1rgin1a.edu/L1bcna. 
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dates and events. We have tried to clarify the record while not 
introducing any errors ourselves, and we are grateful for the suggestions 
and assistance we have received from archivists, librarians, and fellow 
researchers. 

I. Jefferson County Emigrants to Liberia by Ship 

Ship HARRIET (1829)2 

From Jefferson County, Va 
Isaac Stubblefield - 45 
Abraham Stubblefield - 14 
Elizabeth Stubblefield - 5 
James Stubblefield - 2 

From Fredericksburg 
Rachel Stubblefield - 50 

The Stubblefield's February 1829 departure for Liberia coincides with 
the departure of James Stubblefield from his position as superintendent of 
the armory in Harper's Ferry and his business interests on Virginius 
Island due to a suit against him.3 No manumissions were found in 
Jefferson County records for the Stubblefields. Rachel Stubblefield from 
Fredericksburg may be a relative since she was on the Harriet's emi­
gration register next to the Stubblefields from Jefferson County. 

Schooner CAROLINIAN (October 1830)4 

From Charlestown: 
Lydia Carroll -55 
Andrew Green -28 - cooper 
Priscilla Green- 27 
George Washington Green- 12 
James M. Green -10 
John A. Green -7 
Robert Green -5 

Andrew Green - 4 
Lot Cary Green -2 

Reuben Hatter - 30 
Elizabeth Hatter - 21 

Thomas Johnston -17 -
wheelwright 

2 ''Emigration Register for the Ship Harriet, 1829;'1 Records of the American Colonization 
Society (RACS); microfilm reel 3 14 , image 671 ; Manuscript Divis ion , Library of 
Congress, Washington , DC. 

3 Mary Johnson 1 ''A Nineteenth-Century Mill Village: Virginius Island, 1800-60 ," West 
Virginia History, 54 ( 1995): 1-27. 

4 ''Emigration Register for the Carolinian , date of emigration 20 Nov 1830;'' RACS ; 
microfilm reel 314, image 674· Manuscript Div ., Library of Congress Washington DC; 
and ' 'Departure of the Carolinian," sailed from Norfolk 20 Oct 1830; African Repository 
(AR) 6 (Nov. 1830): 282-283. 
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L dia a1Toll was emancipated by Bu hrod Corbin Wa hington. The 
reen family, tl1e Hatt r , and Thoma John ton were e1nancipated by 
hriL ti a11 BJ,1ckbt1rn. Pri cilia Green is the daught r of Lydia Carroll and 

th wife of ndrew Gre n. ee ection III L tter I , 2, 3, 4 • and Section 
I , J_,etterL 1 2. 

chooner MARGARET MERCER (October 1831 )5 

rom heph rd town: 
ilbert Ru ell -25- fa1·rner 
braham Ha e - l - read 

Ha e wife and three children 

The Re erend John Matthew of the Shepherd town Pre byterian 
hurch assisted in purcha ing Abraham Haye to accompany hi free 

wii~e and thre children to Liberia. Belinda Hay and three children are 
en umerated aL' fr in th 1830 Jeffer on County, Virginia Federal 

en. u, 6 , but th re i no hip' manife t for the Marga, .. et Mercer. See 
ection Ill, Letter 2. 

chooner MARGARET MERCER ( o -Dec 1832)7 

amuel Week - 50 to 60 
Fann Week - about 44 
Their hildren: 
Jerr - 25 
Georg - ... 3 

Peggy - 19 
Ben - 16 

The I 30 J ffcr~ n o unty Federal Cen. u e numeration for 
l1ephcrd~tc) n cor1tain the hou ehold of Fanny Week. , all three in the 

hot1 ~· hold are free per on of color.8 There i no ~hip's manife t for the 
1c1 1·gc11·et M e1·c·e1·. 

5 ··r cparturc <lf the olc)nial chooncr 1arg{11·e1 Mercer/' ~ailed I 8 Oct from Ph1Jadelph1a 
and _ l Oct 1 1 f fl)n1 C\.\- a')tlc: R 7 ( ov. I 31 ): 2 4. 

,~ 1 30 Jcfft:r on ount)' . \ 11rg1r1ia Federal en .. u . hephcrd\town, tamped page 150, 
ht>u chold of Belinda Ha)\ 

7 ··En1igra11t f\ppl1cant\:· Rt\ : mi rofilm reel 314. image 706: Manuscript Div .. Library 
of ongre ,. ~ ·~1 h1ngtc>n. D . entry for letter from E. J . Lee Jr. of hepherd toVvn. 6 
pcr"on~-- na1nc<l \\'eek .. ailed 1n 1argarct ercer fron1 Philadelphia: and E. J. Lee Jr. to 
RC\'. R R. Gurle). 15 ug I 31. Digital Image .. R C . anu cr1pt Di\' .. L1brar)' of 

one1 ,,,. \\ a,h1ngton. D(~. (http://\\'W\\1 .fold3.com) image/#2960476 : acce\~ed 28 Oct 
2() l I ). 

8 I 1() Jeffcr\on oun t}' . Virginia rederal ensu . hcpherd .. town, tamped page 156. 
household of ar1ny \ eek 
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Ship JUPITER (May 1832)9 

Charles Scotland - 49 - Carpenter & Sawyer 
Dorcas Scotland - 43 
Mary Scotland - 27 
Julia Ann Scotland - 15 
Sandy Scotland - 7 

Henry Scotland - 3 
Ellen Ann Scotland - 1 

The ship's register identifies the family as slaves of George Reynolds 
of Jefferson County, Virginia. No deed of manumission was found in 
Jefferson County records. 

Brig LUNA (March 1836) 10 

Anthony Gibson - 32 - Farmer 
Elizabeth, his wife - 27 
Wesley Ford, their son - 6 
Mary Elizabeth - 4 
Anthony - 2 

Daniel Johnston -41 
Mary, his wife - 40 
Susan - 16 
Jane - 14 
Sarah - 10 
Henry - 8 
George -3 

Emancipator of Gibson family listed as A.M.T. Washington 1 1 and 
Anna M. T. Washington, Jefferson County, Virginia. 12 Johnston family 
manumitted by the will of Christian Allemong. 

Ship ROANOKE (November 1845) 13 

From Shepherdstown: 

Alexander ''Sandy'' Jenkins 
Mary Jen kins 

Otho Anderson 
Liza Anderson 

Samuel Lincoln 

Ann Rebecca Ransey 
Dorcas Ransey 
Ellen Ransey 
George Ransey 

9 ''The Jupiter Emigration Register," sailed 9 May 1832; RACS· microfilm reel 314, image 
685· Manuscript Div., Library of Congre s, Washington, DC. 

1 c> Brig Luna sailed from Norfolk March 3, 1836; AR 12 (June I 836): I 69; and ''Brig 
Luna," sailed from Norfolk 3 Mar 1836; RACS; microfilm reel 314, image 543; 
Manuscript Div ., Library of Congress, Washington DC. 

1 1 AR 12 (March 1836): 94. 
1 2 Luna, sailed from Norfolk 3 Mar 1836; RACS; microfilm reel 314, image 543; 

Manuscript Div. , Library of Congre s, Washington, DC. 
1 3 -~our Late Expedition for Liberia," ship Roanoke sailed from Norfolk on 5 Nov 1845; AR 

21 (Dec. 1845): 379; and hip Roanoke sailed from Norfolk 5 Nov 1845; RACS ; 
microfilm reel 314, image 557; Manuscript Div ., Library of Congress~ Washington DC. 
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Da,1id Ro 
haritJ' Ro ... 

John Ro 

Alcinda Ro._ . ._ .. 
Rachel Ross 
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The l1ip RcJc111ok manife~t did not Ii t age . Mary Jenkin .. wa 
cn1ancipated by Willi am McMurran to accompany hu band to Liberia. 
D 'l\1 id Ro~~ Li,~i/ liLa Ander on, and perhap ~ other in thi Ro s family 
~'ere mar1cipated and direct d to Liberia by the 1831 will of amuel D. 
Baker'~ aunt lcinda Baker. David Ro .. at age 42 wa emancipated by 
an 184_ deed b an1uel D. Baker for 60. Liza/Eliza Ander on wa al o 
held a ,l .. l,1 e of amuel D. Baker but wa not emancipated by deed. 

arnuel Li11coln emancipated by Reverend Davi of the M.E. Church 
tran~cribed a ~~L,1rkin in R. ee ection III, Letter 6. tatu of the 
Ra11 --ey'i not kn wn. 

LIBERIA PACKET (December I 846) 14 

ro1n heph 1·d town: 

Hannah agruder - 50 

H a11nah Magruder wa the slave of Robert P. Magruder of 
h pherd._ to n, Jeff er .. on County, irginia. 1 5 he wa emancipated and 
e11t to Liberia wi th hi~ a i tance. There i no deed of manumi ion 

recorded in Jeffi r on aunty for Hannah .. but urviving i • the per1r1i ion 

letter f'1·01n Robert P. Magruder which he carried with her for afe 
pa ,1ge to the f)Ort to m et th Libe1·ili Packet. 16 

Brig 1\M ZO ( ebruary 1848) 17 

Fro1n hepherd. towI1: 

rch r Ran om - 45 

otcd on the hip's Ii .. t a. I.liberated by Le i Moler E~q .. 
111a11u1n1\~io11 wa. t'ound in the Jeff r 011 ou11ty record, . 

o deed of 

14 l~i/1eric1 Pt1cke1. ailed from Baltimore l De l 846: R C~ : n11crofilm reel 314, in1age 560: 
\1ar1u Lript Di\' .. L1br~lf)' ot ongrc~ . \\i J~htngton. D 

1 J hn I. Hargrd\'C to Re\ . cLain. 9 o,, 1 46. RAC , m1crofiln1 reel 50 image 672: and 
John T. Harbra,e to R~, Vv . 1cLain. 16, ·ov l 46, R : microfilm reel 50. 1n1age 728: 
a11d R()b\!rt P. taerudcr to Re,,. Vv . cl .,1ne. 17 _ O\' 1 46: R : microfilm reel 50 . .... 
ir11agc 731: ar1u cr1pl D1, . L1braf) ot 011gre . Wa')h1ngton. DC 

'
0 Robert P. agrud~r to R\:,,. \l . 1cLanc. 17 O\f 1846: Rt\ . m1crofilrn reel 50, imaf!e ... 

.., 11. 1ar1l1scr1pt D1\f .. Library of ongrc \. \\1 a\htngton. D 
' 7 '·Brig 111<,-rJ11 .. i'ltled fron1 Balt1rnore 5 Feb l 4 ,,· R : m1croftlm reel 314. image 562: . ._; 

~f anu cript D1,, .. Libra()' of ont?re~ .. , ~ a\htngton, D . 
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LIBERIA PACKET (February 1849) 1 8 

From Shepherdstown: 

Benjamin Thompson -30 
Clary Thompson -20 
Milly Thompson -28 
Milly s children: 
George Anderson -8 
Mary Anderson - 8 

John Henry Corns - 1 
Cary Jorden -70-farmer 
Moses Jorden -35 
Kitty Jorden -30 
Henry Jorden -7 
John Burns -18 

Thompson family is listed as emancipated by Jacob Reinhart. The 
Jorden family and John Bums are listed as manumitted by Jacob Hess, but 
the deed for manumission names only Moses [Jorden], John [Bums] and 
Mary. Other Jordens may have been free. Jacob Reinhart is the nephew 
of Hess and the executor of He s's estate. 

From Blakely: 
Charles Starks - 41 -
wheelwright 
Joanna D. Starks, his wife 
Eugenia Starks -21 
Wilson Mills Starks -19 
Catherine Starks -16 
George Starks -13 

Eliza Starks -11 
Sally Starks -6 
Thomas Starks -4 
Charles Starks -2 
Infant (few months old) 
Lewis Wiggins -24- shoemaker 

Charles Starks and Lewis Wiggins were emancipated by Mrs. Jane C. 
Washington and their home listed as Blakeley Virginia. Joanna D. Starks 
and her children described as free by the AR. Joannah Stakes [sic] and 
four of her children were enumerated as free in the Jefferson County, 
Virginia 1840 federal census. 19 See Section IV, Letter 6. 

LIBERIA PACKET (January 1850)20 

From Jefferson County: 

Jacob Snyder -56- fa1·1ning 
Sarah Snyder -46 
Margaret-7 

Catherine -5 
Winny - I 

1 8 ''List of Emigrants," Liberia Packet ailed from Baltimore 24 Feb 1849; AR 25 ( 1849): 
121-122; and ''Liberia Packet, sailed from Baltimore 24 Feb 1849;'' RACS; microfilm reel 
314, image 569; Manuscript Div., Library of Congress, Washington DC. 

19 1840 Jefferson County~ Virginia Federal Census, stamped page 291, hou ehold of Joannah 
Stakes 

2 0 ' List of Emigrants/' Liberia Pac·ket, sailed from Norfolk 26 Jan; AR 26 (1850): 103-106· 
and ''Liberia Packet," sailed 26 Jan 1850 from Norfolk, RACS, microfilm reel 314, image 
573, lines 70-74; Manuscript Div., Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 
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J<1cob nycler li~ted ,ls n1anumitted b) William ngle. o deed of 
ma11un11\\1on 1·ot1nd. AR a11d the R hip'~ Ii t de cribe Jacob nyder 
,1s being able to read and a Pre~byterian~ and arah and the child1·en a 
free. e \ ection ~ u1nbcr 4. 

hip OPH 
ro1n Jeff'ei-~on 

Franci Harri 
John J. Harri 

\·VALKER (M,1y 1854)2 l 

ou11ty to be located at Monrovia: 

- 32 Mary C. Harri - 3 
- l O Mose Baylor -29 

Fan11y Harr1\011 a11d he1- ~on John J. Ha1rri on are found a free in the 
I 5() Jeffer\on ounty Federal en u .22 Mose Baylor wa al o found 
as free i11 the 1850 Jeffer~on County Federal Cen u .2 - A. F. Davi of' 
Rippo11 ,l\~i ted Mo e~ Baylor in hi arrangeme11t for emigration to 
Liberia.- 4 

l11p £ PHR1\SIA ( o ember 1854)25 

Ralph Curr - 30 - sla\'e ''JJL1rcl1a.\·ed !>,elf' - Sl1eJJhe1·dsto1,i1n 

()thing 1nore i know11 about Ralph Cu1~ry. A deed for hi , 
111anun1i \ion ~'as not found in the Jeffer on County record . 

B,1rque OR (May 1 SS)- 6 

Fro1n Jef'fe1·\on ounty for ape Pal1na ': 

Richard Houck -40 Benjamin Cooke - 37 
artha Houck - arah Ann Cooke -27 

1ar,, nn Houck -17 Lewi R. Cooke -1 .. 

1 ··t I t <)f E111igra11t, •• l1ip fJ/Jl1it1 \V{1/kcJ1. ,111ed from 8dlti111ore Ma) 6 and orfolk Ma} 
I'. an(l tl\' ~t 1111al1. 1a)1 27. 1 54: 1\R 10 (Jtil .. I 54): 214 - 219: and·· hip S01Jl11c1 

i1,,1(1/ke1·:· (tiled 6 l\1,1)' frt1m 8Jlt11nore and 18 \1Jy I 54 from ()rfolk: RAC .. n1icrofiln1 
rcc·l 114. i111agc (: 11.1111c 12- 15: . ·1a11u" npt D1\' .. l ..,ibrary of Congre ,. V·la hi11gton. DC 

- 2 I ~0 Jcf fer c1n "ou11t)' . \ irginia Federal en u . Di,t . 28. tdr11ped page 359 B. hou'-tehold 
0() . 9 . f,t r111l)' 110. 996. l1 lu,ehc)ld of 1=\1nn}' li. ,1rr1\C)n . 14 ug I 50. 

- l -o Jeff er ()Jl C l)t111t:. \ 1irg1r11a fed ~ral C"e11'-iU . D1 t 2 . tan1ped page 361 A. hou\ehold 
110. 1009. ta1111J1, 11 ) . 1022 t1c)u ct1old of John J. Granth,1n1. 15 cpl 50. 

_,i t-\ . I~. I ,1,1i to 1\r11cri ~111 C <Jlc1111zati()n ()tlcl)' , I 1 pr 1854: RAC : 111icrofilm reel 72. 
i 111~1ge 9 7. i\1 a11t1 -- r1 (11 D 1 , , . : I 1 br ar)' t>t ("on grc, . \\' cl hi ngtor1. DC 

2 ··t '"t t)f 1::r11igrar11s: \hip £111Jl11·c,.,·it1. ''Hltled frorn Baltimore 1 0\' and from ·()rfo) k. 6 
()\ l -:; : t\R 10 O~c 5..t) · 17 -1 1: ,ind ··/:ttJJr<1\1<1 /J·ic/ ailed .3 O\ fro111 Baltin1orc 

r111(i 6 ()\' l 54 fro111 <lrtolk:·· R \ S. microfil111 reel 314. 1r11age 618: Manu,cript Di\ .. 
I ... ibr,1n1 ()f "011t!rc . \\ J hingt<. r1. D . 

✓ -

..... , •• ist of r =- 111i 0 rr1nt •• 13ark I i ) 01·c, ailed fron1 Bal tirnorc 2 'lay arid fr<>n1 ~tlrft1lk 5 
i\ I ~l ) ' I " - : 1\ R I J l) I )' I 5 " ) ... I 9 - .... - 1 . 
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Lewis Hamilton - 35 
Nancy Hamilton - 24 

Charles Thornton - 46 
Mary Thornton - 43 
Lawrence W. Thornton - 20 
Charles H. Thornton - 19 

The Magazine of the 

Joseph A. Thornton - 16 
James F. Thornton - 13 
Richard W. Thornton - 11 
Ann Lucinda Thornton - 9 
Lewis B. Thornton - 6 
Mary C. Thornton - 3 

Richard Houck emancipated by Rebecca Hunter. Martha Houck and 
Mary Ann Houck emancipated by Martha Gibbs. Charles Thornton and 
family can be found in the 1850 Jefferson County Federal Census.27 

Benjamin Cooke and his wife Sally Ann with a daughter Rebecca J. can 
be found in the 1850 Jefferson County Federal Census. Benjamin's 
occupation is noted as barber. S. H. Stewart of Charlestown assisted 
Benjamin Cook and his family with their arrangements for emigration to 
Liberia.29 

II. Jefferson County Emancipators 

Christian Allemong manumitted Daniel Johnston and family. 

4th. I will and desire that all my slaves, to wit: Daniel, Mary, 
Susan, Jane, Sarah, Henry, Samuel and George, shall be 
liberated and set free at my death and that my executor apply, 
out of the proceeds of my estate, two hundred dollars (if he 
finds that sum i not sufficient then fifty dollars in addition 
thereto) to their removal to the colony at Liberia. If any of 
them will not agree to go Liberia and they are not per1nitted 
by the law to remain in this country, such as may be unwilling 
to go shall be sold and the money equally divided among all 
my children, but if the laws of the country will permit the said 
slaves to remain here, they are not to be sent to Liberia but 
remain here and my executor pay to Daniel & Mary each one 

27 1850 Jefferson County, Virginia Federal Census, Di t. 28, stamped page 359 B, household 
no . 984, family no. 997 household of Charles Thornton, 14 Aug 1850. 

28 1850 Jefferson County, Virginia Federal Census, Charlestown, stamped page 302 B, 
household no. 139, family no. 139 household of Benjamin Cooke, 10 Aug 1850. 

29 S. H. Stewart to American Colonization Society, 23 Dec 1854; RACS; microfilm reel 74, 
image 706; Manuscript Div.; Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 
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hundr d dollars of th mone he wa otherwi e to have 
applied to their removal.~0 

In error~ the AR gi e credit to John Allemong a the emancipator of 
the John on family. ~ 1 Reverend John Allemong of Frederick County, 

irgi nia wa the xecutor of hi~ father Chri tian Allemong e tate.32 

lcinda Baker by her will emancipated Rachel and her children and 
grandchildr n who are gi en the option of going to Liberia. 

hepherd Town July the 9 1830 
My D ar Baker [Tap cott] - your long tried affection and 
fidelity in complying with every reque t I have ever made of 

1ou lea e me n room to doubt that it will extend to my la t 
wi ll and de ire. after much eriou reflection I have changed 
m pinion with re pect to the di tribution of my ervant my 
hect11 tell m I have no right to entail lavery upon them and 
their po~ terit . perhap I may be blamed but I hall be caJled 
to an accou11t by a higher power than any in thi world - Mr. 

hort note for two hundred dollar the intere t I leave for the 
~upport of my old er ant Rachel to be laid out a nece ity 
ma requir by m affectionate nephew T. Hite . my ervant 
Da id I gi e fift dollar, for the purpo e of taking him and hi 
fami ly t L)·beria in ca e he refu e to go I leave him to 
remain our la whil t in America after the death of Rachel 
l1u band it i. my will and what I beli veto be ju tly their right 
that th whole family hould be ent to L)·beria Rachel and 
h r hildr n grand hildren the children of Evelina if Eliza 
r fu ~ to go h i to b lien M. Tap cott lave until! he i 
t\\tent eight if Jo ~eph refu e to go he i to be your lave 
1111till he i t nt ight al o tephen if he refu e to leave 
th countr 1 gi him to m nephew T. Hite t l11tlil he i 
t\\ent)' eight David I ha e no doubt will willingly ace pt the 
()ff r if th all aor to go the 2 hundred dollars abo e 
m ntioned I i~h applied to end them out of the Country if 

<> Jcffcr on ount)' . West irginia \ ill Book 8. page 79- 2. \.\1 ill of Chri~t1an Allemong. 
,1gnecl 27 1 ,l)' I 33. C.t)dt ii ,1gncd pr 1 35. pro, etl J ay 1835 

1 ;\ R l _ (Jan I 16) I 1 6- I I 7 . 
"- "harlc, \V. ndre\v t<) P. R. Fcr1dall. 19 Oct I 15. RA : m1 rofil111 reel 24 .. image 169-

17 11 tanu cr1pt D1,1 . .. Libra()' of ongrc .. \\J a hington. D . 
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Rachels health will not admit of her going the two hundred 
and fifty dollars to be kept on interest, and the interres laid 
out for her use Mr. Short' note for that sum on reflection the 
two hundred will too little to keep her from being an 
incumbrance if any one of them should wish to go I leave to 
you to give them what may be deemed necessary for their 
passage to Africa my reason for not being more absolute 
about their going I do not wish an aged mother to have all her 
children draged from her if she is not able to follow them. I 
leave Jane in the service of T. Hite whilst her mother remains 
there. if Rachel returns to Mr. Hites she is to be in his service 
during her mothers life, as I am persuaded he will not refuse 
her shelter, whilst she can be useful she is to be in his service 
if it can be accomplished it is my opinion and last wish for 
them to be sent out of the country for there own welware -
Betty the child of Evelina I leave in Mary G. service untill 
they are sent away. John in T. Hites service whilst in 
America the interrest of the 7 hundred dollars in your hand I 
give to Judge White to be paid annually as a token of my 
gratitude to my affectionate brother Robert White after his 
death I give to you absolutely 6 hundred dollars of said bond 
and one hundred to Ellen M. Tapscott I also give to Ellen the 
furniture belonging to my room I give to my niece Fanny 
Waters one hundred dollars. I give to my niece Mary Grove 
one hundred dollars I give to my niece Ann Gilmore one 
hundred dollars. 
February the 18 1831 Acinda Baker 

March 30th 1831 my dear affectionate nephew I leave you the 
entire management of my property 

A.B. 
[Written up the left side of the page is the following note:] 

Dear Baker [Tapscott] - I am not satisfied with respect to poor 
Ann's situation . I wish you to try and redeem her and let her 
go with her friends my conscience tells me it is not right to 
entail slavery in her - but whilst in this Country they are better 
in service. I ask you in confidence what is best to be done. 
the money in Mr. Hite' s hands after paying my just debts and 
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gi ing hi1n a ~uit of clothes a~ a token of my gratitude - the 
balan e to b di ided a111ong. t the th1·e ingle daughter of 
my \tster - 01ne litt]e p1·e ent to the other girl what you may 
think prop r, give each of my ervant , a unday uit - the 

m,111 lcgacys, one to Mariah Heath, one to Harriett Gorgdon 
I wi h ou to comply with - one to Mi T. Henry mentioned 
i11 m) f'ormer will which I revoke all other but what i 
'writte11 with m hand - J ha e great di ' tre about my poor 
\er ant~ - my confid nc in you make me hope they will 
,1ttend to. . Baker. March 30th l 831 De troy my will I 
lea\1e ou in form of a letter what I wi h you to do. AB.33 
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1cinda B,1ker e tate did not clo e until 1 53 and the sla e remained 
in la r .34 The . la e to whom lcinda Baker granted freedom if they 
wi h d to go to Liberia had great difficultie .- 5 

amuel D. Baker , n phew of Alcinda Baker manumitted David Ro 
age 4_, t'or 60 i11 1842. Da id Ro i probably the ame per on 
, uppo, d to ha e been freed in lcinda Baker will. There wa no 
m nti n of Liberia in th deed of 1nanumi ion.36 amuel D. Baker i 
al "O involv d in the manumi ion of Eliza th wife of Otho Ander on 
probabl Da id Ro i term ntioned in Alcinda Bake1 will .37 

hri tian Blackburn manumitt d Reuben Hatter and hi wife 
lizabeth Hatt r: ndrew and Pri . illa Gre n and their children. he 

al~o 1nt1nt11nitt d Thorna John~ton ag d about 14 year , '. on of negres 

- 3 Jeffer'>on 'ot1nt)' . ~e t \ 1irgin1a ill Book 6. page 451, '>tgned 8 Jul} 1830 and 18 Feb 
1 11 . additional note 1gncd O Mar 183 l. proved 18 ep 1831 . 

-
1 Jefferson C(>unt , \\e,t v1rginia 111 Bc>ok 14, page 16. recorded 2 Aug 1853, account 

cttlc111e11t for the c tale of l<.:tnda Baker. dccca ed. by Th()ma~ Brt coe. adn1in1 trator cle 
/Jt)lll .\ Jl(JIJ . 

~5 J. T . H,lrgra\ c to Re, . i l lian1 Icl.~ain. 28 ug I 3 . RAC . n1icrofiln1 reel 30, in1age 
36(): and \\!1ll1an1 L1 le Baker to Re\ . \\.1i)l1an1 cLain. 25 pr I 40: R . mi rofilm 
rl!cl -s. ir11age 635 636: ,ind ill1an1 . \\1orth1ngton to !fr. W McLain~ 21 Jun 1848: 
R,\ : 1111crofilm r(;cl 55. 1n1age I I() . and illiam C. Worthington to Mr. W McLain. 
16 1\pr I ')(J: R . 1nicrofilm reel 62. image 162: anu~ -- r,pt 01,1 •• Library of ongre...,~. 
\\' a'"'hington, D 

'"Jetter <>n ourlt)' . \\-et Virginia Deed Bo()k 25. page 467. amucl D Baker to David 
Ro, . ,1g11cd and rt:cordcd 1 pr 1842. 

7 --John T . Ht1rgra,,c and P. Flet hl:r lo Re,, illiarn cClain." _ 7 Oct I 45. R . 
n1icrofiln1 rc:cl 47. in1agc O I 02; i\11anu cr1pt Di\1 •• L1brar)1 of Congre...,,. Vv <l hin~ton. 
D . • 
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Rachel."38 According to a letter written by Elizabeth Hatter, Christian 
Blackburn purchased Reuben Hatter so that he could accompany 
his family to Liberia (See Section IV, Letters 2, 3, 5; and Section V, 
Letter I). 

Reverend Davis, minister of Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Shepherdstown, manumitted Samuel Lincoln according to a 27 Oct 1845 
letter written by John T. Hargrave, Presbyterian minister in 
Shepherdstown.39 No deed of manumission was found in Jefferson 
County for Samuel Lincoln. 

William Engle is credited by the AR with having manumitted Jacob 
Snyder and family .40 No deed of manumission was found in the Jefferson 
County Courthouse records. 

Martha Gibbs freed all of her slaves in her will. The will does not 
refer to the slaves by name and does not mention Liberia. 

''I do hereby emancipate and set free all my slaves."41 

Martha Gibbs is credited by the AR with having manumitted Martha 
and Mary Ann Houck who departed for Liberia in May 1855 .42 

Jacob Heiss/Hess manumitted Moses, Mary and John in his will. 

Servants Moses, Mary, and John shall be free at my death. 
John, now about 15 years old, to be free when he arrive at 
the age of 21 .... Also $600 to my servant Moses, provided 
he consents to emigrate to Liberia, if he refuses or fails to go 

3 8 Jefferson County, West Virginia Deed Book 16, page 250, Christian Blackbum to Reuben 
Hatter and hi wife Elizabeth, Andrew Green and his wife Priscilla and their six children 
and Rachel's on Thomas Johnston, signed 2 Sep 1830 recorded 10 Apr [Sep] 1830; and 
'Ship Ca1·oli11ian emigration 20 Nov 1830·'' RACS; microfilm reel 314, image 674; 
Manuscript Div., Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 

3 9 ''John T. Hargrave to Rev. William McLain,' 27 Oct 1845; RACS· microfilm reel 47, 
image 801 -802; Manu cri pt Div ., Library of Congres , Washington DC. 

4 <> ''List of Emigrant ," Liberia Packet ailed from Norfolk 26 Jan 1850; AR 26 (April 1850): 
I 03 - I 06. 

41 Jefferson County, We t Virginia Will Book 14, page 124, will of Martha Gibb , igned 15 
Mar 1853, proved 18 Sep 1854. 

4 2 ''List of Emigrant ," Bark Cora ailed from Baltimore 2 May and from Norfolk 5 May 
1855; AR 31 (July 1855): 219- 221. 
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wi tl1in ~ighte n Month · from my death then he i not to 
rccci c a11 thi11g at all. Al ·o 100 to Mary upon the ame 
condition cl~ Mo, e. . Al o to my ervant John about 15 
year .. of age~ when he arri e at the age of 21 year when he 
wi ll be free upon th ame condition'" . Mo e and Mary the 
above <.,er ant to be free a herein devi ed.4 ~ 
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Ot~ the thre manumitted by He ' will Mary did not go to Liberia 
,1 11d about ~i year, after the death of He hi executor and nephew 
J~1cob Rin h,1rt pr pared a deed of manumi ion for Mary .44 

R becca Hunter ma11umitted Richard Houck according to the AR.4 5 

ode d of ma11umi~ ion wa found in Jeffer on County record . 

F_,dmund Jenning Lee, Jr. of hepherd town a i ted the Week 
farnil in obt,lining pa age to Liberia.4 

Robert P. Magruder of hepherd town emancipated Hannah and 
·1~'->isted lier in her de ire to emigrate to Liberia.47 

Re rend John Matthew a . i ted in purcha ing Abraham Haye to 
a cornpan hi free wife and three children to Liberia.48 No deed of 
111a11un1i"\io11 \\'a fou nd in Jeffer on County record . Matthew wa 

"i Jeff er c111 ()unty \\ic\t irginia Will Book 11 , page 412-413. will of Jacob He. ~- 1gned 
29 Jun I 47. pro,1cd 19 Ju11 1 48 . 

.-t .-i Jcffer"on .. ount1 . Vv c'-tt irgi111a Deed Book 34. page 57-358. Jacob He decea\ed. by 
c ·ccutor J,1 ·ob Rinehart to Ma1y, ,1gned 23 Dec l 54. recorded 19 Feb l 855. 

"
1

• ··1 1,t of En1igrant'-t .... Bark cJrci [ 1c] ailed from Balt1rnore 2 May and from orfolk 5 
i\ 1 rt)' I 5 ~ . R j I (Ju I)' I 5 5) • 2 I 9 - 2 2 I . 

4 <1 ·'Er11igrant pplicant\:·· RAC : microfilm reel 314. 1n1age 706: Manu\cnpt Div .. Library 
of (Jngrt''~· \\, J h1ngton. D . e11tr .. for letter tron1 . J . Lee Jr . of hepherd town. 6 
per ()Il .. 11,1111eci \\ eeks. ailed 1n largaret 1ercer from Ph1ladelph1a: and E. J. Lee Jr. to 
Rt:, . R. R Gurlc1 15 ug l 31. D1g1tal Image. RA . Manu\cnpt 01\' .. Library of 

l) r1grc ,, \\,1 h1ngtc>n, DC. (http:''W\VVl.foldJ.con11irnagc,#29604761 acce ed 2 Oct 
2011 . 

"
1 7 J< ht1 "f . t{argra,,e l< Re\ . M Lair1. 9 1 ·o\' I ➔6. Rr\C : n1icrofiln1 reel 50 image 672: and 

John T . li,lrl!ra,,e tc> Re, V..' . le.Lain. 16 o I 46: R : microfilm reel 50,. image 728. 
,tn(i Robcn I) . 1~1grudcr to Re,. . i\1cLane. 17 o l 46: RAC .. microfilm reel 50, 
i111,12t: 7 1; ~1anu ~r,pt Di,, . Library of onerc . . \ a,h1ngton. D . 

8 '·Departure >f 111' l()lo11i,1I .:hooncr Ma,·~(lret 1l r c,·.. ailed from Philadelphia I Oct 
,incl fro111 C\\' c·a lit: 21 Oct I -1: R 1 ( o,, l { 11 ~ 4: and John atthev. \ to Re, R 
R. Gurlc). 10 \1<l)' I 1(): Digit,11 Image. RA.(~- ~anu,cr1pt Di,, .. lJibrary of Congre \, 
\ a hi ngtcJrl. D . ( l1ltJ)://\\' ' ,,, .fc)ld .con,, 1 mage,#29-9500 : accc~\ed 2 Oct 2() 1 I). 
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minister at the Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church 1807-1830 .49 See 
Section III, Item 2; and Section IV, Letter 4; and Section V, Letter 2. 

William McMurran is credited with manumitting the wife of 
Alexander Jenkins so that she could accompany her husband to Liberia.50 

No deed of manumission was found in the Jefferson County records. See 
Section III, Letter 6. 

Levi Moler is credited with liberating Archer Ransom.51 No deed of 
manumission was found in the Jefferson County records. 

Margaret Muse manumits Richard and Lucy and her children in her will. 

It is my desire that Richard & Lucy & her children be free if 
the Laws will not admit of their remaining in this state they 
may either go out of the State or to the african Colony, 
otherwise they must be sold & the proceeds be applied to the 
use of the Colonization Society. In case they should prefer 
going to the african colony, it is my wish that the necessary 
expenses of their voyage should be defrayed, I also wish Lucy 
to have 20 dollars .52 

The fate of Richard and Lucy and the children is not known. Their 
names are not included amongst the lists of those who went to Liberia. See 
Section III, Letter 1 for Margaret Muse's 1827 communication with the 
ACS. The executor of Muse's estate, Joseph T. Daugherty, wrote the ACS 
on several occasions in 1832 and 1833 requesting a schedule and location 
for delivering Mrs. Muse's emancipated slaves for transport to Liberia.53 

49 James C. Price, compiler, A Hi tory of Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, pamphlet 
(n.p.: unknown pub ., 2003 or later) , p. 2, digital images, Shepherdstown Presbyterian 
Church , (http://www.spcworks.org/images/pricehistory .pdf : accessed 21 August 2011 ). 

50 'John T. Hargrave to Rev . William McLain,'' 27 Oct 1845; RACS; microfilm reel 47, 
image 801-802; Manuscript Div ., Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 

51 ''Brig Amazo,1, sailed from Baltimore 5 Feb 1848;'' RACS; microfilm reel 314, image 562, 
Manuscript Div., Library of Congre s, Washington, DC. 

52 Jefferson County West Virginia Will Book 6, page 311-3 I 3, will of Margaret Mu e, 
signed 17 Feb 1830, codicil signed 15 May 1830, proved 18 Aug 1830 ~ administrator de 
bonis no11 appointed 19 Mar 1845. 

53 ''Jos. T. Daugherty to Sec'y ACS," 18 Dec 1832; RACS; microfilm reel 16, image 334;; 
and ''Jos. T . Daugherty to Rev. R. R. Gurley," 20 May 1833; RACS; microfilm reel 17, 
image 342; and ''Jos. T. Daugherty to Sec. ACS," 21 Sep 1833; RACS; microfilm reel 17, 
image 495; Manuscript Div., Library of Congress, Wahington, DC. 
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,Jacob Reinhart i~ credited with emancipation of the Thomp ' On 

f',1111il11 for the ebruar 1849 Li/Jeria Packet.54 Reinhart wa ~ the 
cxccutc)r for hi uncle Jacob He .. e tate.55 o deed of manumi~· ion 
,1...1,1s f~ound in the Jeffer~on County ourthou e record . In 1862, C. W. 

ndre .. inquires of the ColoniLation ociety for a 'i tance in ending a 
rn ,111 ~ hi\ i fe ancl three chi ldre11 to Liberia at the reque t of Jacob 
Re 111hart .56 

George Re nold i credited with emancipating the Scotland family 
for Libe1·ia in 1832.57 o d ed of manumi ion granted by George 
Re nolci was found i11 the Jeffer on County Courthou e record . 

William laiborne Walton Pre byterian mini ter formerly of 
Jeff er\011 ount died in Connecticut in 1834 and manumitted George 
a11d rmiste,1d, pre umably held by relative in Jeff er on County. 

7. It i.. m will that my ervant George & Armi tead be 
rnad fre , I do hereby declare them free at the age of 
tvlenty on re. p ctively on condition that they remove & live 
,1t Liberia .. or ome other place out of Virginia - 58 

8 )' I 40, George h,1d attained the age of 21 and wa freed by a deed of 
m,1numi\~ion initiated by Rev . John T. Hargrave , executor of thee tate 
of· illi,1m . alton. 

herea\ the late William . Walton by hi la t will and 
te tament~ \\'hich i~" of record in the county court of Jeffer on 
( ill Book o. 7 page 454 &c) directed that hi ervant , 
George nni. tead . hould be free at the age of twenty one 
re~pectivel ~~on condition that they remo e & Ii e at Liberia 

4 ··t.Ji .., t of r11iQra11ts ... Lil1e1·it1 Pticket ,~11led from Baltimore 2.t Feb 1849: AR 25 ( I 49). 
1 ... 1- 1 -- . 

s_ Jeffcr <ln ·ot1nt~, . \\ e l Virginia ill Book I 1. page 4 I 2-413, will of Jacob He\\. \tgned 
_9 Jur1 I 47. pro\c<l 19 Jun 184 

c, . . ;\ndrc\v to 1\n1erica11 ( "'olo11ization ociet\' . 27 Aue 1 62: R . microfilm reel 
./ .... 

9 . i111age 610: 11anu,cr1pt Dt\' .. Libraf)' of <)ngre . \\ a\h1ngton. D 
-c;

7 ·'Departure of the Jupiter." ,ailed fro111 orf()lk. 9 1ay' I 32: AR 8 ( l 32) 94: and ··The 
J11JJiter .. 111igration R g1 tcr.·· ailed 9 1a)' I 12. R C , rnicrofilr11 reel 314. 1n1age 685. 
l\tar1u (rapt l)i\1i ion. L1brUf)' of ongre . Wa h111gton. D 

- ~ Jeffc.=r.._ or1 ounl)' \\ c,t irgin1,1 Will Book 7. page 454. will of William C Waltor1. 
1gncd 10 Jar1 1 14. pro,ed 7 M,tr I 34 in Hartf()rd Count . Connecticut. recorded in 

Jct fer 011 ount)' . irginia on _ 1 pr 1834. • 
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or some other place out of Virginia," and whereas said George 
who is a coloured man, not of the darkest shade, pleasant 
countenance good general appearances & about five feet eight 
or ten inches high, has attained said age of twenty one years.59 

No deed of manumission was found for Ar1nistead in the Jefferson 
County Courthouse records. There is no evidence that George or 
A11nistead went to Liberia. 

William C. Walton was the son-in-law of Margaret Muse.60 

Bushrod C. Washington manumitted Lydia Carroll in Sep 1830 in a 
deed containing no mention of Liberia.61 See Section III, Letter 3. 

Anna Maria Thomasina (Blackburn) Washington or possibly 
Anna Maria Thomasina Blackburn (Washington) Alexander 
manumitted five members of the Gibson family who went to Liberia in 
1836.62 No deed of manumission or will was found for either of these 
women in Jefferson County records. 

Jane Charlotte (Blackburn) Washington , widow of John Augustine 
Washington and sister to Christian and Judith Blackburn, manumitted 
Charles Starkes and Lewis Whiggins.63 Lewis, as a five year old child, 
had been bequeathed to Jane C. Washington by Judge Bushrod 
Washington, his will proved in Fairfax County, Virginia in 1829 .64 See 
Section IV, Letter 6. 

59 Jefferson County, West Virginia Deed Book 24, page 414, John T . Hargraves executor to 
George, signed 27 Nov 1840, recorded 21 Dec 1840. 

60 The daughter of Margaret (Tate) Muse of Jefferson County~ Lucinda Muse, married 
William Claiborne Walton, Presbyterian minister. Her daughter, Lucy Walton, married 
Patterson Fletcher, Presbyterian minister, author, with Rev. Hargrave, of Oct. 1845 letter 
to ACS. See Section III, Letter 4. Dale W. and Deborah J. Morrow, compiler, Trakwest: A 
Free Genealogy Resou,·ce, (http://www.trakwest.com/zwal36.htm : accessed 30 May 
2011), ''The Family of William Claiborne Walton and Lucinda Muse''. 

61 Jefferson County, West Virginia Deed Book 16, page 251, Bushrod C. Wa hington to 
Lydia Carroll, signed 7 Sep 1830, recorded 10 Sep 1830. 

62 Luna, sailed from Norfolk 3 Mar 1836; RACS~ microfilm reel 314, image 543; 
Manuscript Div., Library of Congress, Washington, DC~ and AR 12 (March 1836): 94. 

63 Jefferson County, West Virginia Deed Book 30, page 197, Jane C. Washington to Charles 
Starkes and Lewis Whiggins, signed and recorded 18 Dec 1848. 

64 Scott E. Casper, Sarah Johnson's Mount Vernon: The Forgotten History of an American 
Shrine, (New York: Hill and Wang, 2008), p. 29, and footnote no. 39 p. 235. 



Jane C . cl\hington in her will bequeaths a delayed manumi sion and 
tr,1r1\port to Liberia f()r her ~la\1e John Lyon~. 

I al~o give ,111d beqtieath to m ·on John A. Wa hington a 
11egro Boy c~1lled John Lyon~~ the on of my faithful ·ervant 
H~1rr1 , ~ ith the reque~t that my 2nd on will have him 
caref'ull trained in ound moral & religiou principals and 
indu~trious habit~~ a11d wl1en he attain the age of twenty five, 
111ant1mit him~ a11d ~end hi1n to Liberia in Africa, where hi ~ 

ncle harles tark .. now is.c)~ 

Ill. Letters from Emancipators and Facilitators 

l ) M,1rg(1ret Mu e, Charlestown to ecretary AC Wa hington DC· 
110 d,1te ~ but probabl late J 827 .66 

• 

lf -

I ha\ a \,\ on1an that wi he to go to Liberia and I wi~h to 
knc)w \vhe11 the 11e t e el will et ale. If thi letter .. hould 
~1n·i e too late~ \\!Ould ou please I t u know when the next 
opportunit)1 pre~ent. it~elf. he i a woman of the Methodi t 
per~uc1~ion and b,1re~ ,1 good character. Plea e to an wer thi 
quickly - 1ot1 ill oblig a friend. 
Y c1ur aff ection,1tel1 .. Margaret Mu e 

_ Reverend John 
I - (). (., 7 

hepherd~town ~ a 
cl I 0th I 0 

Rt:\' .d R.R. urle 

'l tth w to Re erend R.R. Gurley· 10 May 

ir I ,1m ahot1t to ren10 e to the tate of Indiana I hope 
l1LJ \\.111 end the Rcpo itory to me. Direct it to mock ille .. 

Jeff er 011 ot111t)1 .. Indiana the n,tme of th po. t office neare._ t 

< :-, J (; ff c.:: r "o n C t) u r1 t }' . \ e s t V i r e i n i a \\' i 11 B o o k I 4 . pa g c 3 4 l -3 4 5 . w i 11 o f J a n e C 
\\J~1 h1ngto11. ,1~ned 3 ct I 5--l. pro,1ed 17 'ep 18.:-5. 

<-.r~ ··1 1argar~t ~lu,c t(1 elretary. \( . \\' a .. hingcon. D.C :· no date (probably late 18~7 ): 
R \(~\. n1tlrof1l111 rct>l l: i\11ar1t1,cr1pl Di .. Libra[)' of Cor1gre \. W<.1,hington. DC. 

' 7 ··Rc,1 • Jt)h11 ,1,1tthe\\\ to Re\ . RR Gurlt:)' .. •• 10 ,1ay l 10: R ·\C ~: m1c..rof1lm reel : 
1l1nt1,cnpt I)i\f .. Librar)' <)t 'on~re\ . \\ u\hington. D ,_ 
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to the place where I expect to reside. The payment for it will 
be made to the agent for the work nearest to that place. 

The principle object I have in writing to you now is to secure 
a passage in the first vessel that sails to Liberia for at least 
two servants to be liberated for that special purpose. One of 
them is a young man about 28 years of age, healthy and 
industrious - and of correct habits. The other his Mother -
between 40 and 50 years. The man's name is Gilbert Russell. 
He will be fully able to support himself & Mother if she is not 
able to do it herself. 

We have four others, a young woman about twenty-five and 
four young children - all of them interested for the same 
purpose. 

The only uncertainty respecting them is that her husband is a 
slave. He is owned by another man. I am not able to pay the 
price which the man asks for him, but if the funds can by any 
means be raised, he will be purchased & the whole family 
sent by the first vessel sailing to Liberia. They are both young 
& industrious & of good morality and will - I have no doubt -
be an acquisition to the Colony. 

I will have some further communication with you on this 
subject. I do not wish my name mentioned in connexion with 
this subject at present. 

Yours most respectfully, 
John Matthews 

3) Judith M. Blackburn to R.R. Gurley, ACS; no date, circa Sep 
1830.68 

Dear Sir, 
My sister desires me to return to you her most sincere 

thanks for your kind attention to her wishes in reference to the 
dear emigrants. They now leave here accompanied by Mr. 
[A.H.] Lamon to be with them till their embarkation if it is not 
too much to ask of the Society, and begs your attention to Mr. 

68 ''Judith M. Blackbum to R.R. Gurley, ACS," no date, circa Sep 1830; RACS; microfilm 
reel 9, Manuscript Div., Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 



Jcffcr">or1 Count)' H1 toric,11 Soc1et)' 

La1no11 who i~ a oung man of great worth pur. uing the tudy 
of di\1inity under many di couragement which we believe he 
i .. influenced to do by incere and humble piety. The Charle 
Town Col nization oci ty ha e given eventy five dollar 
to ard the e pen~e~ and outfit of the emigrant . Thirty five 
my ist r laid out in copper tool and what . he con ider 
other ne e ary article . orty my i ter ha placed in Mr. 
Lamon . hand to pay their expen e to Alexandria and hi 
e pense, while in orfolk and back to Alexandria a he i 
what tudent are often poor he i very fearful of hi being 
placed in any embarra.. ment by hi kind attendance to the e 
people and will be ery thankful to Mr. Gurley if he can make 
Mr. Lamon the Agent fJf the Colonization Society to attend 
them to orfolk a it would perhap be more agreeable to hi 
fi ling~ for she ha not een him her elf yet to tran act the 
bu ine • a a ocietie ag nt than a ~ a lady • deputy. 

The um which he paid the wagon time Mr. B. C. 
a. hington the brother-in-law with whom my Si ter live 

gi e to be laid out in Bacon or other nece arie . Would Mr. 
Gurle plea e pay that to Mr. Lamon to be laid out and given 
the migrant in hi name. I believe the hire of a wagon i 
t\\ nty dollar . Mr. W. ha al o given them five barrel of 
flour and i dollar hich would ha e been the amount of 
tin, for a hou e for Mr. Lamon. My i ter ha laid out in 
ugar f 01◄ th m and on ider it a donation to them from Mr . 
. Blackburn. My i .. ter nclo e ~ a Ii t of the name of 

f'riend who a , i, ted her in purcha ing and 1 tting her ervant 
out ith the un1 • gi n by each. Had .. he not been a i ted 
he \Vould ha e been obliged to ca t them entirely on the 
o i t a, ._ h had a debt et unpaid of 500 for the purcha e 

of th man and om article . he ha contributed to their 
c n1fort. Iiza Hatter ha .. a prett good library, Infant chool 
Board" and a d Len pelling book which my i ter hop 
. he ill be abl to .. ell at 35 cent, a piece to her ~ cholar thi 

l1 e h p e. i 11 draw for a lit t I e ho I that w i 11 a i t to 
:upp rt her. h ha [not] been able to fumi h Reuben the 
hu ba11d of liza \ ith farming ut n il , but hope Mr. Gurle 

i 11 ha th n1 pro\ idcd. or ha ~he been able to purcha e 
v.1a 0 on making tool ._· for homa~ J hn. on th youth whom he 
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wishes bound to Liberia to finish his trade. The entire outfit 
of Lydia [Carroll] was furnished by Mrs. B .C. Washington 
and the clothing of Andrew [Green], Lydia's son-in-law, the 
clothing and part of the outfit of Reuben by Mrs. Walter 
Washington, the wife of the gentleman from whom Reuben 
Hatter was purchased. If you think it advisable, my sister 
wi hes the names of individuals with the sums and donations 
of each mentioned in the Repository, fearing it may be 
thought she wishes their entire aid be considered as done by 
her. 

With every sentiment of respect and Christian friendship 
desiring to be presented to Mrs. Gurley, I am 

Judith B. Blackbum 

4) Judith Blackburn to R.R. Gurley, ACS; 29 Mar 1831.69 

Mount Vernon 
March 29, 1831 

Dear Sir, 
Disappointed twice in efforts toward purcha ing a boy 

from a family whose mother once belonged to me whom I had 
anxiously hoped to place in the school over which Mrs. W 
presides, I must now intrude on your benevolence for advice 
concerning another object to which I would now, should a 
guiding providence allow it, appropriate the funds I should 
have used in purchasing the youth of whom I wrote you. A 
man about fifty or fifty-two, of uncommon integrity and 
faithfulness, and industry, who however does not read, and of 
no remarkable intelligence, and addicted to occasional 
intemperance, yet thinks himself competent to his own 
support , and that of his wife, who is a young woman with one 
child, for as I have told him land will be given him in Liberia. 

Will you Sir be so kind as to advise me as to the 
[expediency] of his emigration. I shall immediately endeavor 
to purchase his wife and child should you think it will advance 
his happiness. 

69 ·'Judith Blackbum to R.R. Gurley,' 29 Mar 183 I ; RACS, microfilm reel 10; Manuscript 
Div. , Library of Congress, Washington DC. 



Jefferson ot1r1t)' l·l1'-it (111c;:1I Society 

Hi lot ha~ been \uch (a .. too many unfortunate fellow 
creature. ca11 atte .. t their to ha\ e been) that he ha married 
O\ er ,1 Vv if e 'with whom he had Ii ed from youth to age taken 
\,ltddenl with a large family of children and old without 
e en a fare\\ ell to outhern t1~ader.. . Hi pre ent wife and 
child Ii e a~ hi~ f'ir .. t did, at a di~tance and her Ma ter much 
i11 debt so that l1e know.. not when he may be sold. He i 
al o obliged to be hired out. Under uch circum tance 
Liberia . ee1n to promi .. e co11tinuance to hi newly formed 
tic\~ and a ~ettled home for his old age with dome tic 
co1nf'ort arot1nd. nd he .. eem a11xiou hi children hould 
be free. 

I h,111 wait f~or 1 our an, wer before I make application to 
the a.ster of the woman. I may again be di appointed for in 
tl10~ l \OJTI l i11 tance the Ma ter have refu ed to ell when 
f'inding emancipation wa .. the object of tl1e purcha e. Should 
I be .. o happy a to pre.. nt them a .. e1nig1·ant , do you think 
their pa age will be paid by the ociety in Philadelphia. A 
the pt1rcha e will preclude the po ibility of doing more than 
giving them nece ~ary clothing. My i ter Mi C. 
Blackburn a ~k. if an new& from the dear peop]e who left u 
'" houltJ reach you, you will cau e it to be conveyed to her a~~ 

c111ic~kf)· ci JJO .. sihle ~ he i. melancholy in her temperament 
,1n<l ".,Uff' r~ much an i ty ot' n1ind about Elizabeth Hatter, a 
) ou11g oman he rai ed with great tenderne.. . Will you 
'11,o Dear ir be good enough to have the Repo itory 
direct d to me her . I ha e not been a member for ome 
n1011th .. and 1n1 i, ter Mi . C. Blackburn and my Aunt Mrs . 

. Blackbum complain adly that they ha e not een the la t 
t \1v c) 11umber\. 

r ". u~t1, ent me a receipt r·rom you of money paid for 
111 to tl1e ReJJo .. ~itrJ,-). and Co]oni.1ation ociety. Tho it is a 
\ 1e1· n1al l I11att 1· .. but the three were not intended for the 

olon11ation ociet but for Mr. orr· chool a11d the avail~ 
J 

of t·e111al labor~ but had I trea ure~ gladl would I put them at 
) our di po~al. and the di po 'al of alued frie nd .. of thi .. 
11111ncn')c l,1bor of IO\'e. ith the highe t re pect and e teem 'I 

,111d 1' 1 ndc t \~/ i" he to r . Gurley. 
Judith Blackburn 
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5) Edmund Jennings Lee to Reverend R.R. Gurley; 13 Aug 1831.70 

Shepherdstown August 13, 1831 

Dear Sir, 

There are some persons of color living in this place who wish 
to remove to Liberia this fall if the Col. Soc. Shall find it 
convenient to transport them. They are six in number Viz 
Sam'l Weeks, between 50 and 60 years of age, but healthy & 
strong. 
Fanny Weeks, about 44 years. Their children are 
Jerry - 25 
George - 23 
Peggy - 19 
Ben - 16 

All of them except Peggy are accustomed to farming and bear 
good characters. If they can be received and transported to 
the colony they wish to know when the vessel will sale and 
from what port, what preparations will be necessary and how 
they can invest any funds they have so as to be mo t useful to 
them upon their arrival in the Colony. They are free persons 
who under the statute of Virginia are not pe11r1itted to remain 
in the state. The law has not heretofore been enforced against 
persons in their situation, but the legislature at its last session 
passed an Act requiring the Commissioners of the Revenue to 
present all free negroes & mulattoes who remain within the 
state contrary to law to the Grand Jury & if upon such 
presentment they are convicted, the sheriff is directed to sell 
them at public sale. These officers have no discretion left 
them, but must obey the law. It will therefore be hereafter 
rigidly enforced. Should the above mentioned persons not be 
able to procure a passage to Liberia, they will be obliged to 
remove to some of the United States, where they may live 
without the hazard of being enslaved, in which event they 
would not be disposed hereafter to migrate, though they are 
now willing to go. It is said there [are] others similarly 

7 0 ''Edmund Jennings Lee to Rev . R.R. Gurley,' 13 Aug 1831; RACS; microfilm reel 11; 
Manuscript Div., Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 



Jcfftrsc>11 C>t1n t11 ~fist<)rical . ocict)' 

ituated who ,1re inclined to go to Liberia if they can procure 
p~t\sage~. I will thank you to an wer thi '" a early a you can 
make it con\- ni nt. 

Very re pectfully. 
Your obt. vt. 

E.J. Lee 
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6) John T. Hargra e and P. Fletcher to Reverend William McClain· 27 
Octl 45.7 1 

hepperd town Oct 27 1 45 
Dear ir 

The bear r of thi & hi compa11ion are from thi Town & 
ounty emigrant for Liberia and by order of the Rev. 
illiam M Lain we direct them to your care. Alexander 

Jenkin, i a fre man with hi paper hi wife belonged to Mr. 
illi~lm McMurran who cheerfully give her up to 

a compan her hu. band. 
amt1el Lincoln i a reputable member of the M.E. Church 

i. liberated by hi Ma ter the Rev. Mr. Davi of the ame 
church. r. D. re iding ome di tance from thi place wrote 
to r. He~s hi ,:1gent to give him hi wage and let him out 
f~or thi e pcdition. Th letter we hav now and it i perfectly 
ati ~fa tory. 

tho nder~o11 i a free man of good tanding 1n the 
thodi~ t Church we ha e known him for . ome time Eliza 

hi \vife i a member of the ame church & i liberated by 
ill· hich w ha\e read and certify to the .. ame. The rea on 

:he h~1 11ot her free paper~ i the fact that her Ma ter who ha 
ch,1rge of h r until .. he ail for Liberi,1~ now reside in 

a hington 1ty (Mr. amuel D. Baker one of the church) 
\ll it h h 1111 v.. c ha e con r e d fr e I he de. ire.. E. to go . 

1lorco r hi~ Brother tate to me hi Ia t week, that there 
\ a 110 di ff~icult . 

Otho ncier on ha.. not hi free paper 0\.\1ing to the fact 
that he ould 11ot w,1it u11til the nc t court to obtain them bt1t 

7 1 ··John T . ll argr·1,1c and P. ◄ lt:Lt·her to Rt:\'. William ·le lain." 27 Oct l 45. RAC~ . 
111icrofiln1 reel 47. ir11agc 01 02 , 1 anu~cript Di,, .. Library of Congre . \~d~-.J11r1 g t o n . 

D( . 
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the certificate inclosed is given by the person from whom the 
free papers would lawfully come. 

Inclosed is a certificate also in behalf of Mary, liberated by 
Mr. William McMurran, the wife of Alexander Jenkins 
In haste 

Br. Fletcher will add a postscript. 
In haste yours most fraternally 

J. T. Hargrave 

Yours most fraternally, 
John T. Hargrave 

Presbyterian Minister 

Tuesday Oct. 28, '45 
Rev. & Dear Sir 

I am requested by Mr. William McMurran, the master of 
Mary, wife of Sandy Jenkins to state that owing to 
disappointment he was unable to furnish them with any 
money at the moment of their departure. He says if it be 
compatible with the arrangements of the Col. Soc, to 
appropriate $25 to their benefit at least a suitable time after 
their arrival in Liberia, he will please replace that amount in 
thirty or sixty days from the present date. I told him it could 
probably be done, and he said I might apprise you if it were 
done, he would place the amount specified in my hands to be 
forwarded to you within the time designated. 

There are other persons in this neighborhood who wish to go 
to Liberia - but they were not ready. Yesterday If there be a 
boat tomorrow they may go. Br. Hargrave & myself have been 
very much [occupied ] for ten days past in trying to get all 
ready. For weeks we have been urging them to be in readiness, 
and thought there would be no difficulty, until a few days ago, 
when I rode nine miles to look after some of them and found 
that scarcely anything had been done toward preparation I 
understood yesterday they could be ready by Wedne day and if 
there be a boat you may expect them by Friday. 

Rev. Wm. McLain 

In haste 
Yours truly 
P. Fletcher 



Jeffcr Oil ()ll Jll ) ' t1 istori ,ll ()llCt)' 

I . Letter f roin Einigrants 

I E.rt,·lrc·t j,~0,11 Eli 7 ci Hatter· '.s, Letter to he,· Sister. 
I ne\ r wa& better sati fied in my life if I had only my 

[dear] r l(1tion .. and fri nd with me. We enjoy the ame 
liberty cl our ma ter and mi tre e do in America. I am o 
\.\1el l ple,1~·ed with 1ny ituation that I would not change it for 
,ill merica. '[You] need not be afraid to come· every per on 
ha to see trouble and inconvenience at fir t in a new country: 
I ha e ~ n almo ·t as much trouble a any per on and I know 
I arn . ati ,fied. I get a [great] deal of work to do. I keep a girl 
ten 1ear5 old for her [board] and clothe : I have taught her to 
read and ew" and he [help l me in cooking and cleaning. I 
ha e coffee in ffi)' lot and many other tree.. and the guava 

l1ich make ._ nice [sweet .] If I only had you and your 
fan1i] " moth r and her family" [and] if my dear hu band wa 
returned I hould be a happ a · th e day i long. My 
hu, band left me" i11 the Packet Richmond on the last of 
Dece111ber: he went out a teward. I uppo~ e you have heard 
before thi~ ~ of Mr ,. Green'~ death: he lived only two week 
after the birth of her little boy.; one died the ame day, the 
other i .. thre month. old. 
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2) E .:rt1·c1t·t~, fi·c;111 M,·.5. Eli-a Hatters letter f(J l1 e1· for111er Mi~·tre .. ss. 
[ hr 1 ti ,l 11 8 ] a Ck b Urn ] 

July 19 .. l 832 
Dec11· i tre .. - You know not what plea ure it give me to 
r cei ea letter fro ,n )OU - and ~uch kind, affectionate letter . 
1)' dear friend~ how shall I e,1er repa your kindne ·?- You 

\\
1rite to knov.1 hat ort of a hou .. e we ha\·e. Our hou e ha~ 

one fron t room. a . hed room .. and one abo\·e tair . When Mr. 
Hatter returns .. he i11tend. to build a ~., tone hou e. Our lot i~ in 
,l v r11 pr tl)' part of tO\\'n. and I ha e a great man ery pretty 
tr gro~'ing in it. I nd Oll, by r. Hatter on1 tortoi e 
.. h ll. and a little i ory tooth: and ome . h lls to i - - -
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- and - - --. Give my love to them, and tell them I wish 
they had such a sweet beach to take their morning and 
evening walks on, as we have here. My dear mistress, you do 
not know how thankful I am to you for buying my husband. 
You desire me to write my own letters, and I am afraid you 
will not be able to read it. We have two Baptist churches; Mr. 
Teage now has a church of his own. 

3) Ext1·act from Mr. Andrew G,·een's Letter, to the same. [Christian 
Blackbum] 

I embrace this opportunity to info11n you that my wife is dead. 
She died on the last of April; she laid sick ten days. She had 
twins; one of them died the same day, the other is till living. 
I was much interested while she was laying sick, thinking 
about when she was about to depart; she was rejoicing and 
shouting to God, which gave me great satisfaction. I have 
built me a log house, and added a frame on to it, I am 
preparing to build me a stone house. I have some African 
gold, that I wish to make you a present of. One hogshead of 
tobacco is worth $330 at this place. I go sometimes to 
Governor Mechlin, and talk with him about the best way to 
get my living; and to Mr. Devany, and other gentlemen that 
have been here longer than I have. It gives me great 
satisfaction that every thing I do is for myself and my 
children. I would not give the enjoyment I have had since I 
have been in Africa, for all I have seen in America. I have set 
out all kinds of fruit trees that are in Africa. As soon as my 
coffee trees bear, I will send you some. We have preaching 
every Sunday, and prayer meetings every night through the 
week. Many of the recaptured Africans come to be baptized, 
and we expect more shortly - they appear to be more diligent 
than the Americans. My love to - - - - - ; tell her I am 
glad to hear she is thinking about God. -Tell - - - - if she 
was to come out here, she would never want to go to America 
to stay again. Tell Mrs. Muse's people, if they come out here, 
they will not want to go to America again. My son George 
Washington is spelling in three syllables, and reading in the 
new American spelling-book, words of one-syllable. I think 
Monrovia will become a fine, good place, in course of a few 
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A hmun Street 
Town of Monro ia, Liberia in 1893. 

1ear . The people are building e ery day. We have had war~ 
~inc we have be n here with the native . The fir t day we 
tarted e ent to t. Paul' : the next day we marched to 

Ki11g Bru1nley··~ town, and took it. We lo t only one man. 

7 1 

4) \1i,·~i,1ici r,·ee P,·es~\~, harle town, irginia (Feb. 16 1832?) Copy 

l1eld at Harper" Ferry ational Park rchive 

John T. Cooku. , e q -~ of hepherd5tow11 received a letter 
J'rom ~~a colored man purcha ed by the Re . Dr. John 

atthe\\' and ~ent to Liberia a short time ince. together with 
hi wif . thre children, and a oung rnan. It i publi~hed at 
t 11 e re q u t of the rite r. ~ ~ 

Liberia 
Dec . 20 , I 8 3 I 

d ar 1r. - I take the opportunity to info11r1 ou that I am 
ell~ hoping that th ~ fi w line n1ight {'ind you in the arr1e 



72 The Magazine of the 

enjoyment. We have safely arrived at the town of Liberia 15 
December 1831. The governor has situated us all together for 
the space of six months. Our provision is found us till the end 
of time. - Now sir I will inf 01 m you of the situation of our 
town. The long way of it contains six streets and the short 
way of it four. The place is in a tolerable condition, but not as 
flourishing as it has been. We have two other settlements -
one called Calleswell [Caldwell] and the other Millsburg, 
from 8 to 15 miles from the colony. We have a fife playing 
and a drum beating every day, for our liberty officers of every 
description. I now inform you that we have in the colony 
fowl of every description. We have cows, hogs, sheep, goats, 
and mules: horses we have none. 

Our inhabitants number about 4000. We are about to erect 
a sawmill. You have been info11r1ed that money was not in 
circulation in the colony; but since I have arrived at the town 
of Liberia [Monrovia], I have found that money is very 
serviceable. My respects to Baker Tapscott and all his family. 
I wish you sir to read this letter to the free colored people of 
the place. I want them to understand the situation of Liberia. 
My respects to all those that are free. None that are free never 
yet knew what freedom is, as it has never blown on them, nor 
never will in America. I myself would not return for half of 
Shepherdstown, unless I could bring it away with me. 

My respects to - - -- and to you and all your families. 
Your well-beloved friend, 

Abraham Hays 

5) Virginia Free Press, Charlestown, Virginia (May 30, 1833) 

We have been furnished with a letter from Liberia dated on 
the 28th of June [1832], written by Reuben Hunter [Hatter] to 
his late mistress, Miss Christian Blackbum. The writer was in 
this country last summer, having returned from Liberia on a 
visit. He seems to be much pleased with his location and 
speaks in encouraging te11ns to his free coloured friends. He 
says ''Tell those young men for God's sake to come into a 
country where they can hold their heads up." The feeling of 
satisfaction manifested in the letter seems to be genuine. 

An opportunity for ten free blacks to go out this year from 
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Jeffer 011 aunty i now afforded to uch a wi h to avail 
the111 ~eJve~ of it: and it would be well for tho e who de ire to 
emigrate to give early info1 rnation to the court of the county. 

6) if,·ic·t111 Rep{J,<.;ito,·y 35 (June 1859): 169 

From Liberia 

pper irginia, t. Paul River Liberia 
bruary 19 ~ 1859 

I ha e for a long time been painfully anxiou in con equence 
of ha\1ing r peatedl written you recently and received no an wer. 

I had al o about one hundred pound of coffee to end you 
ot' my O\\'n cul ti ation, which I declined remitting not knowing 
whether it would b prudent to hazard on an u11certainty. I 
reque ted ou in a f 011r1er letter to be kind enough to end me 
certain article in e change for coffee a I have di po ed of my 
i nner lot please a o by the return of thi ve ~ el and I will 
endea or to be r ad to hip to you by the following trip. 

You have doubtle been , ati factorily informed that the 
r po1·t that the Liberian government was compromi ed in 
encouraging and a.. i ting the Regina Coeli to purcha e a 
c,1rgo of ' ]a\1e~ in her juri diction wa fal e and maliciou .. . 
During my ten ear re id nc in thi Republic I ha e not 
seen the lighte~ t mptom of any attempt on the part of our 
legal authoritie .. r citi, n to e11cou1~age the ~ la e trade 
u11der a111 circt1m t,1nce : ot1r la~,., e pre ly forbid it, and the 
rigid J)e11alt ,lttachcd to a \1iolation of· ~ ,1id law must ever 
L. peak olun1e in our· f",1\ or" and the ha\ e bce11 u11iformly, 
trictl)' .. ,ind impartial I adrnini tered . 
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. e paper and African Repo itory - references to 
J effi r on ount 01igrant 

1n o n c t h I i b c rat e d l ,1 \ ' e s v.- c re . . . t ~ e l \' e b } M i 
• 

B 1 ac kb urn .. 11 ear h ar l c ~to v., n " a. . . . Th() e 1 i be 1·a t d .. we re 
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generally well supplied with the articles most necessary for 
their comfort during the voyage, and their subsequent 
settlement; and some had been particularly prepared by 
instruction, for usefulness in the colony. One of the fem ales 
sent out by Miss Blackburn, had a pretty good library, Infant 
School boards, spelling books, & c.; and it is believed that on 
her arrival, she may open a small school to advantage. The 
husbands of two of the women emancipated by Miss 
Blackburn, were ransomed by her at an expense of eight 
hundred dollars, that they might accompany their wives to 
Liberia. In fulfilling her benevolent purposes towards her 
servants, Miss Blackbum was very generously assisted by her 
friends, and unwilling to have the good deeds of others put to 
her credit; she has expre sed the wi h that the names of those, 
with the sums and donations of each, should be published in 
the Repository. We give here the list which has been 
transmitted: 

Mr. Keys, Charlestown, Jefferson county, VA. $10; Mr. 
G.W. Humphries, do. $10; Dr. Griggs, do. $10; Mr . B.C. 
Washington, $10; Mrs. T. B. Washington, do $5; Mr. R. 
Brown, do $5; Mr. E. Lee, Shepherdstown, Va. $5; Mr. 
Wickam, Phila. $5; Mrs. J.A. Washington, $21; Mrs. B.C. 
Washington $20; Miss J .B .Blackburn $25; Mrs. Loyd, 
Alexandria, $5; Mrs. E. Blackbum, $8; Mi s E. Blackbum, 
$5; Mrs. Judge Todd, $5; Miss Hannah Lee, Washington, $5. 
Smaller donations were presented in the amount of ten dollars, 
and also, a looking glass valued at twenty dollars. 

2) African. Repository 7 (Nov. 1831): 284 

Departure of the Colonial Schooner 
MARGARET MERCER 

This beautiful new Schooner, which the Board of 
Managers were enabled to purchase by a loan granted by the 
Pennsylvania Col. Society, sailed from Philadelphia on the 
18th, and New Castle on the 21st of October, Captain Abels, 
of Philadelphia, is employed as Master, and Mr. Frazier of 
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BL1lti1nore~ a~ Mate: ,ind her ere\\/ ar·e ,tll good-looking, well­
bcl1c:1\1ed colot1red rnen~ one of whom ha bee11 ~everal time 
,it tl1t= ol()11y. 

T ~ <) c o I o ti 1· e d f ,11n i I i c \ ~ n1 a k i n g i n a 11 n i n e per on , 
en1b,11·ked in her. The Rev. Willia1n John on~ wife and child, 
r·1·<)111 H ~11tf ord Co1111ecticut~ con titute one of the .. e: the other 
i \ ,1 f' a111 i l l iber,1ted by the Re . Dr. Matthew ~ late of 
.. ht; p 11 er d. tow 11 ~ i r g i n i a ~ but now President of a Liter-a ry 
In stitutio11 in Indi,1na. Thi venerable man incurred an 
expe11\e of f'our hL1ndred dollars to ~ecure the freedom of one 
of tl1e\e ~l,1ve\~ that he 1night remove witl1 hi~ wife ( ervant of 
Dr. Mc1tthews) to Liberia. uch charity wa to be expected 
f'rorn or1e~ '.At1l10 h,1s long ably honou1·ably and ucce ~ fully 
ft1lfilled the dutie of the sacred mini try. 

3) 1\ji·il·c111 ReJJ<J\i/01·_}' 21 (Dec. 1845): 379 

The fi11e ~hip Roanoke, of Baltimore, cha1-tered by thi • 
ociety for tl1e pt1r1Jo e, ailed from orfolk Va, for 
c)11rt1 it1, Libe1·ia 011 the 5th of ovember, with one hundred 

Lind eight)-\even emigra11ts a11d a large upply of provi ion , 
good~, etc. 

0 f, t h () e e m i g r a 11 t \ , . . . f o u rte e n w ere fro m 
hcpherd~town and vicini ty, Va., . ome of whom were free 

,111d other vlere liberated for the purpo e of allowing them to 
,1 0ITIJ),1ny their friend to Liberia. 

4 1\fi • i c: cI11 Re/ J rJ .s' it CJ,·., 2 6 ( LI gust I 8 5 0) : 2 3 2-2 3 3 
Letter fro111 H.J. Robert, M.D., Monro\1 ia, to William 

lcL,1in a. l1., D. 

01~ tl1o"c th,1t died ,lt the \ 1irgin ia ettle1nent \\I a . . . Jacob 
11yder, Jeft'er on ount)' ~ irgin1a. This n1a11 wa~ a er} old 

111,1n. a11d l1e cc)mpletel.}' \l,tr\1cd him elf to death a. 110 one 
cot1ld i11ducc l1i111 to eat an1 thi11g f'or 11inc da , ~ he h,1\1 i11g at 

the tin1e 110 t"'ever on h11n ell ,111. nd whe11 urged to take 
~ 

ret're l1n1t=nt _ he ,~1ot1ld \a that the be~ t cour\e for hin1 to 
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5) Extracted from Spirit of Jefferson (April 18, 1853) and published 
in Maryland Colonization Journal, V. 6, No. 23 (April 1853), p. 71 

John Smith, the colored man who was recently killed by an 
accident in Liberia, was born a slave in Virginia, but by 
industry and the energy of his character, he was enabled to 
purchase his freedom, for which he paid the sum of $800, and 
also afterwards purchased the freedom of his wife, for which 
he paid $250. For several years he was employed as an 
engineer on the Winchester and Harpers Ferry Railroad, but 
being superseded by a white man, he came to Baltimore in 
company with Reverend Mr. [Rufus] Bailey, purchased a 
steam engine and sawmill, and sailed in the Morgan Dix from 
this port [Baltimore] in November, 1851 for Liberia, where he 
was doing an extensive business in sawing lumber at the time 
he met the unfortunate accident which cost him his life. His 
death is considered a great loss in Liberia. 

Marie Tyler-McGraw is a public historian and writer who has worked as 
a historian at the Valenti11e Museum (Richmond History Center), 
Richmond, Virginia; the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
Washington, D .C.; and the Office of Chief Historian, National Park 
Service, Washington, D.C. A Ph.D. in American Studies from George 
Washington University, she is tlie author of three books of Virginia 
history, the most recent of which is An African Republic: Black and 
White Virginians in the Making of Liberia (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2007.) In 2008 and 2009, An African Republic 
became an online database and website project sponsored by the Virginia 
Foundation for the Humanities and produced by the Virginia Center for 
Digital History 

Jane Ailes is a professional researcher specializing in African American 
history. She lives in White Post, Virginia. 
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Drawings by Mary Newton Lemen, 
1918 

77 

111 arch, 1918, Mary cwton Lem n 1 wa a tudent at hepherd 
allege now ni er .. ity). he wrote a paper called ~Pioneer of 

Jef'fer\or1 C"'l)t1nt .
4

' With non of the electronic tool we have today~ he 
illt1. tr'1tcd her paper with pen and ink. ome of the drawing with the 
trcJil\C1·ibed de\cription ,ire pre ented below. The paper and family 
ir1f·or1n,1tio11 \\1ere pro\·ided by her niece, Vivian Park Snyder. 

he old 
tovl11 h~1~ a 

t ru \ t e cl it . 

oney Tree that ha ~ tood on the pike a hort di tance from 
hi\tor all it. own. For year~ it kept the ec1·et of one who 

During the 
'-" 

• ,1r, a man 1n -

t1-tt\tcd \Vith a large "\ 
'- ✓ 

t11n of money, 

b c t r ~1 c d 11 1 t r u .. t 
~111d hid the box of 
tr a~ u 1·e ~it the root 
of th tree. He wa .. 
, l f' t e 1· \.\' ,l rd ~ a u g h t 
·1 11d :er ed ,1 term 

r· t \\ e n t ) ' )' e a r 111 

the p nitc11tit1ry for 
tl1et't . fter \er\1ing 
hi .. ter111 .. he c clme 

back to the •I. one 
Tree.... to e,1rch for 

J, -

• • 

. 
I • 

.a.. 

I , / 

• tf:i'•'/'-~~ .... 

, 1 .. •~ --~ 

-- . - - - - - - -- -· 

- -
the h1dde11 tr a~ ur·e. . he had 11othing to dig with h we11t to a 
fam1hot1 ,~ ar1d borr wed a .. ho\· I "' ayi11g he wanted to dig ome root . 

1 l rtl) C\\' l<>n cn1cn, born Ju])' 15. I 97. died Fcbn1ary l 6. 1964. m,lrr1ed Charle tuart 
Bill111ycr. \r October 16 1926. He \\a born ,1)' 19. I 66. died 1ay 19. 1948. Their 
children arc h,lrle ' tuart Billmycr. Jr. born Jul)f 31. 1927. died February 9 .. _QJO and John 
Robc1t B1ll111)1er. fhe)' h,1d l\\' O grar1d"o11:. ,tmuel R ()bert Billm} er and Joh11 Albert 
Bill111)'er Ii, inc in hepherdsto,,,11 . • 
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He did not return the shovel and it 
was afterwards found beside the tree. 
The broken box and the tom up earth 
soon told the secret that had been 
kept for twenty years . 

Grandfather's clock owned by 
Helen B. Lemen, a great great grand 
daughter of Sarah Shepherd daughter 
of Thomas Shepherd. This clock was 
made by Jacob Craft who lived in the 
house on corner of Washington and 
Church Street opposite the Methodist 
parsonage and Catholic Church on 
the next comer. 

Among the ''Relics of Pioneer 
days," I found the two Pulpit Chairs 

·-

---

---

• 

. -- --· . 

• 
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that \\ ere u. d ir1 th Pre~byterian hu1~ch before I 800. The first 
cl1urch stc)od on the lot now owned by Charle Miller oppo .. ite the 
pre. nt church. 
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Fountain R k the home of ol. .B. Bot ler whe11 th Ci i i ar 
b gan. It a b autiful ountry home and the ~ cene of much gayet)' . 

r th re li\' d thr of Virginia, .. fair \t daught r . Thi hou .. e wa~ 
burn d during the i\1 il ar by th ank e and it v.-all are a 
n1 num nt of th ir cruel arfar p rp trared upon inno ent people. 
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Spinning wheel owned by Mrs. Slonaker, mother of Mrs. Jacob Myers 
and made by Adam Loy about a hundred and fifty years ago. He was 
grandfather of Mrs. Jacob Myers . 
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''This Act of Justice'' 
A Letter Written By Lawrence Augustine Washington, 

August 27, 1816 

By Walter Wa hington 

L,1wre11c ugu ·ti11e Wa~hington 1 wa born ,lt Harewood, Frederick 
ount . irginia (now Jeffer\on County We ·t Virginia), on April 11, 

1774. tt1e tl11rd ~ur,1 iving son of amuel Wahington (1734-1781) and hi~ 
i·c)urth it'e. nnc tepto Wa. hi11gton ( 1737-1777). He wa three ye(1r 
old \\ hen hi ~ 1nother died and se en year old when his father died. Hi 
fath 1· had ren1l1rried in 1778 taking a hi. fifth wife u a11nah Perrin 
1-Ioldt:n. he . ur ived amuel by only two year. dying in March, 1783, 
a11d lea i11g La~'renc ugu tine and hi three jbling orphan. at 
H,trc\.\t)od. La\\rence and hi · older brother George Steptoe Wa hi11gton 
were taken under the wing of th ir uncle, General Wa. hington, who had 
rett11·11ell to t. emon fron1 th Revolutionary War in December, 1783. 
Tl1e t o boy\ 'were educated at their uncle' expense at private academie~ 
i11 Georgeta n a11d le a11dria and then tra eled with hi111 to Philadelphia 
\\

1 l1e11 he b ca1ne Pr ident .. where they both tudied law at the University 
of Pe 1111 l an i a . -

l11 1797 .. La\\f nc 1nar1~ied ary D01·ca Wood (1781-1835), the 
d,1ught r of· Robert Wood, the mayor of Wi11che. ter, and hi wife 
C or11fort Vv elsh ood.- La\\1rence inh rited part of his father" Ha1·ewood 
e~t'lte. \\ h1ch totaled 01ne 3 .. 800 acres at the time of amuel death in 
17 I: 111 brother Geo1·gc teptoe inherited the Harewood house a11d 

~u1·rou11u111g acreage. La~rence and hi .. ife had t~our children, Robert 
~ 

\Vo<) I c.l h i n gt o 11 ~ m m ,1 Te 11 a h i n gt o 11 . Law re 11 c e u g LJ st i n e 
'- '-' -

a. l11n6ton ,111cl ary Dorca\ ,1 hingto11. 
I 11 tl1e earl)' l 0() , La'A-1rcnce began ell 111g off hi~ propert in what 

l1ad b~ct)111t: J tter. on ount)' and mov d we t Vv ith hi f~1mily to what 
\\1a then 1,l, 011 ounty .4 in the area around Buf1 .. alo~ irgi11ia (110w We t 

Virgi11i,1 . l11 1 16 .. h rote thi~ Jetter to hi n1other-1n-law .. Mr . Rc)bert 
o d, ir1 \ i,1 'l1e tc::r, {;xplai11i11g the deci I<)n he a11<l hi .. wife had 1nade 

to f re th i r I f\ , , . I t 1 \ l a r f'r <) m the letter th ,l t h 1 u 11 c 1 e ' \ i 11 e ~ t n1 en t 
i11 La\\1r~nce ".._ educatio11 and the rnoral in .._ t1·uctio11 lie pro\ 1de<l h1 
orphaned 11ephe\\1 \Ver not in , 1ain. 
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Buffalo, Mason County, Virginia, 27th August, 1816 

My dear Madam: 

I had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 7th (in 
reply to one of mine) by the mail before the last. 
Particular engagements prevented my answering it by the 
last mail. 

My Mary and myself have latterly had many consultations 
on the situation of our slaves . We have both upon all the 
consultation and reflection we could give that very delicate 
and perplexing subject come to the conclusion that it is better 
to free them, with all the real and ideal mischiefs which may 
follow such a course, than to hold them longer in slavery. We 
are both decidedly of the opinion that God of nature made 
them as free as ourselves, and that they are held in bondage 
by ruffian force and savage violence. These are uncouth 
ter1ns, and I am sincerely sorry they are applicable to the case. 
We both believe it is radically wrong for one person to 
deprive another of the whole of the products of his labors, and 
to impose upon him and his posterity forever a state of 
endless slavery. We cannot believe that any political 
con iderations, and views of personal interest, any prejudices 
of education, any plans of policy whatsoever, can make that 
act right which by the laws of eternal truth and unvarying 
justice is wrong. And so far from the length of time that this 
particular, this cruel wrong has existed adding anything to its 
extenuation, we think it greatly and justly increases the 
magnitude of the evil. 

In the education of our children, it will be the constant 
study of my Mary and myself to cultivate with ceaseless 
assiduity and endless care, the integrity of their hearts and the 
purity of their morals. By a watchfulness that shall never tire 
and a vigilance that shall never slumber, we will conduct their 
young minds to the fullest and most complete convictions of 
the truths of this God-like maxim , ''Do not unto others what 
you would not they should do unto you.'' 

We will implant indelibly in their tender hearts the 
conviction that the holy obligation of this Divine rule is never 
to be violated, never to be compromised, never to be evaded. 



J c ffer ·0 11 >lJ n t , , I f 1 ~lt)r1 t ,1) ~ c1c ic t 
J -

e will teach them that~ whil t they are to guard with vestal 
igilanc and holy care their own per, onal libertie and right 

the are under an obligation equally holy ·acred and binding 
to re pect and ob~er e the per "Onal libertie and right of 
other '\ . 

Precept alone howe er eloquently delivered can never 
conduct their mind, to thi , ublime conclu ion. Our own 
pr,1 tice 1nu .. t accord with our in truction or we hall certainly 
,1nd j11stly gain their cont mpt and com in tead of their love 
and \1encration. How ridiculou , how odiou would it appear 
to thc1n f'or u to ndea our to enforce on their mind a 
re pect for the right, and per onal libertie of other whil t 
v./e our5el Vv' re wrongfully withholding from fifteen of our 
f llo being the only boon for which life i worth 
ace pta11ce. ould not the pure un ullied heart of the e 
children a k them, el e if they did not propound the que tion 
directl to u : ''If you my beloved parent would ooner 

1 ield ,our Ii e than become the lave of other whence 
l1a\e you deri,1ed the right and how can you reconcile the act 
of k ep1ng our f llow being in "Javery?'' How could we 
a11 'wer th ir que tion or how could we teach them to feel the 
force ()f the abo Di ine precept while we were violating it 
dc1i)y ir1 o gro , o unpardonable an in tance? 

l lpon r fl ction \\e w r both convinced that to et our 
11cgrt)e free wa not only a duty we owed to them and 
<)L1rsel,,e , which of it .. elf wa, so imperiou a to require no 
Clthe1- inducement to lt\. p rfo11nance than the s If-approbation 
v.1hicl1 uld mo t certain} follow it: but that a , it regarded 
th futt1re hara t r\, \\ el fare and happine of our beloved 
children, it w~1 .. an a t that could not be longer postponed. 

have a cordi11gl)' a1111oun cd to tho e hitherto muc.h 
i11jt1r d indi\1 idu~1l , that a oon a~ the pre .. ent crop i 
~ l: , u r d . al l C) f' t 11 em ho are of age ha 11 ha" e deed~ of 
em~1n ipatio11 e ·ecuted to th m. 

)\ ,1, 1aria ,tnd Bet \\1l10 are unde1· age. will be required to 
re11dt.:r ome y ar of· .~ r\J ice ,1 ,1 corn pen. ation f'or our 
tr( uble a11d " pe11~ in r ari 11g tl1L 111. Their ti me of er\1ice 
u n ti I t \\'en t )'-one .. , h n . at a 11 e \1 n t... .. th ... ha 11 be . et free ) .. 

\ ,, i 11 be h <) rt ~ 11 c d i n pf() po rt 1 <) n to th c 1 r c <) n duct . e ha 11 
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reserve Daniel and Lydia for the balance of their lives, as well 
as old Davy, Mr. Dandridge's slave, who came out with us 
when we moved here. Polly has told Kitty that his wife, old 
Suckey, is dead. 

It is a source of great and singular delight to me that our 
beloved Mary has most cordially joined me in thi act of 
justice. As was to be expected from the purity and integrity 
of her heart, she says she always looked upon this state of 
slavery in which these much injured individuals are kept in 
our country, as a standing and deep reproach to a people who 
are always boasting of the freedom of their institutions, and 
proclaiming to the world that it is here alone that man walks 
forth in the true dignity of his nature, and enjoys without 
alloy that freedom which a beneficent Creator has bestowed 
on all his works. 

Toney and George being very unwilling to leave us, we 
have concluded to hi1·e them. Our neighbors, however, 
express great alarm at the idea of their continuing here. As 
this is the case, and white labourers cannot be had here, Mary 
and myself have concluded to move to the western part of 
Pennsylvania. We prefer it to Ohio or Indiana, principally 
because it will bring u nearer to you than we are at present. 
If I can buy a small piece of land near the great turnpike road 
from Wheeling to Fort Cumberland, you will find no 
difficulty in visiting us. 

I have written to different person in Pittsburgh and 
Wheeling to know the prices of land, etc. When I hear from 
them I shall be able to say when we shall leave this place. 
You shall know it in time to regulate your much desired 
visit next spring. On this ubject I shall say more when I 
next write. 

Mary joins me in love and affection to you, James Wood, 
and the girls. Nancy desires to be remembered to you all 
whilst I assure you of my sincere regard, respect and esteem. 

LAU. A. WASHINGTON5 

• 
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1 "l'l1e .. ·pellir1g <>f hi r1a111c ,1ppear\ a\ bc.)th La\vrence and Laurence. 
J=or a11 c.lLC<)Unt of the edticdtion of LaY.1rence Augu. tine and George teptoe Wa hington 
,ec l<iff<~r .\'<J11 C <Jt111t\1 H1.\·t<J1·ic·<1I (Jc1et,· Mf1gazi1,e. Volume LXXVI. pp: 55-71 "'Dear 

• nclc '' The Corrc\pondcnce between General George Wa hington and hi Nephew, 
JCOrgc .. tept()C W c1 h1ngton of Hare'A-ood. 

""\ rfhc c)11J y \Uf'li vi 11g <..()rre~pondence between Lawrence and General Wa h1 ngton i 
La\1lrcnce ·, 1n iLc1tic)n to attend the \Jvedd1ng and hi .. uncle· regret: 

Berkeley Co[un]ty 23rd Augt 1797 
Dr 11clc 

<i1nce I had the pica ure to ee ou. 1 have become engaged to a young lady near 
111che,tcr. I-lcr n,1me 1, Wood The daughter of Mr Robt Wood. he ha · been brought 

up 1n the habit of dome\ttc econom) & indu. try & to con ·ider the true excellence of a 
fan11er wife to con'-)1 t 1n a minute attention to the economy of her family & a continued 
rcguarcl to her hu',band do1ne\tic intere t~ . Tis unnece ary to add that I think her withal 
beautiful&. of an arr1iahle di\p0\1tion. 

ould <)ur occupatt()n pennit and your inclination 1ndu e you nothing wou]d afford me 
greater happ111c\~. tha11 to ee you & fan11ly at the Wedding . It happen on the 6th of ovr 
ne l . 1·11 tha11k )OU to v.rite me by po\t whether I am to expect the plea ure I o much wi h 
or 1101. I rcmai11 with . entiment~ of the true ·t re pect & regard Dr Uncle your affe. ephew 

Law[renc]e Wahington 
1 he repl1 c,1me by return po t: 

Mount Vernon 3d Sept: 1797 
Dear La\\1rcnce. 

Your letter of the 21rd of the la t. \Va~ received on the fir t day of the pre ent month. 
l11 the 1ntcre,t111g C\wer1t ,vhich you have announced, I 1ncerely wi h you and the lady who 

is to be the partner of ) our future fortune . all imaginable happ1ne .. . To attain which, 
depend" \ery n1uch upo11 the part1e them el\e . and fron1 the character you have drawn of 

1 \ oo<i. and fron1 what I ha\e heard of 1t from other .. I think your pro pect ' are fair & 
plt:c1,1ng. 

If an) ,t1b,tantial good could re. ult from my becoming a gue t at your Wedding, I ,vould 
n1akc e,crt1on to be there~ but a \\'edding A ~emblie are better calculated for tho e who 
arc ct)1111ng 1n t<J than to tho c \vho arc going out of life. you mu t accept the good wi he of 
yoL1r t1r1t and n1}<,e)f in place of per onal attendance. for I think it not likely that either of 
u \,,ill c, er be more thar1 _5 rnile f ron1 aunt emon again .. while we are inhabitant of 
th 1, 1 crre,tr1a1 Jobe 

W c <.)ffcr our respect, to the fami 1 }1 with \\. horn you arc going to connect your elf .. and in a 
p<lr1iLt1l,1r n1,1tter I de\1re to be pre ented to the old lady, Grand Mother of Mi .. 5 Wood· for 
\\1h(1111 I t1,1,,c and al\\ a)\ had a \ery high e teem regard. Pre ent u~ al o to your brother 
'"ind hi fa111 i I\'. I rcn1ai n Y ()Ur A ffect1onate nc le 

.,. Go : Wa\hington 
(Source: '"fhc Paper, of George a hington Digital dition, ed. Theodore J . Crackel, 

h(1rlottt',,,ille l n1,er,1ty of Virginia Pre~ . Rotunda, 2008 .l 
111 I 4 . the cun·cn t Putnan1 ount~' \\ a, formed from portion~ of Kanav. ha, 1a 011 and 

,1bell <>t1r1t1e, Buffalo lie in the portion of the original Ma on Count)' that became part 
()f Pt1tn,1111 <)Unt}'. 

5 This letter , ,1 .. f1r,t publi~hed in Katherine Gia Greene. Wi11l·l1e.\·ter. Virgi11ic1 a11d It\ 
He 1 i,111111 'j~, 174.1- l l /4. hen,1ndoah Publ1,h1ng Hc)u,e . tra burg, Va .. 1926 

\\1c1/t :.1 1· ~\1c1 l1i11f?lo11 i.-; a,1 (1tto1·11e_,. ,i /10 lii,e a11d JJ1·actice5 /c1,i1 i11 

1()\\ ll. • 
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Charlestown's West End in the Lifetime 
of Charles Washington 

By Mark Reinhart 

This paper explores the earliest residents of what we now know as 
Charles Town. Before Charlestown was founded, there was a thriving 
community along Evitt's Run and the old routes in and out of town. The 
community was built largely as a necessity to serve those travelers who 
passed this way to other parts south and west. This paper focuses on the 
people who provided the goods and services that enabled the town to 
function. Though their names are not well known today, the owners of the 
ordinaries, the trades people, the service providers, and the people who 
worked for them, both enslaved and free, enabled this community to 
flourish. This paper will describe the contributions of these people 
primarily located at the west end of town around Evitt's Run. Purposely 
avoided are the most famous and wealthy landowners because their 
homes and lives are well documented, whereas the trades and service 
people are almost unknown today. 

The Founding of Charlestown 
This year, 2011, marks the 225th anniversary of the accepted founding 

of Charlestown: 1786. Much has changed since those early years; even 
the name has changed from Charlestown, Virginia. Charlestown is named 
for Lieutenant Colonel 1 Charles Washington (brother of our first 
president George Washington) who obtained a large tract of land about 
1770. In 1786, Washington had 80 acres of land surveyed and laid out in 
half-acre lots and streets for a town, which was established by the 
Virginia General Assembly .2 

Much has been written about the founding date for Charlestown and 
October 1786 is generally accepted. In fact, it is far more complex than a 
single entry. Charles Washington sought recognition by the Virginia 
General Assembly through a petition signed by men of prominence in 
and around Charlestown on 23 November 1786; the petition was for a 

1 Lieutenant Colonel, Spotsy I vania Company, Virginia Militia 1780 
2 Compiled by the workers of the Writer Program of the Work Projects Administration, 

West Virginia, A Guide to the Mountain State, 1941, p. 197. 

• 
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to n of O acre of Washington' · land in the county of Berkeley (now 
J fferso11). Th irginia General A · embly approved the petition~ 12 
Dl;cember 17 6. he bill wa igned by the Pre ident of the enate on 04 
Januf11· 1787 and b the peaker of the Hou e 07 January 1787. The 
~~ t ber 1786'' dat refer to the General A embly e ion that began 
16 October 1786. 

The Evitt's Run Community Before 1786 
The nucleu. of th town xi t d po ibly a early a 1755 when a 

r gim nt of G neral Braddo k' army5 traveled through thi area. From at 
l a._ t th 1740 the r ute a ro.. the Potomac River through the Hole, a 
Harper' . e1T Vv a .. called in thi time then onward through what later 
becam harle .. town, then cro ing vitt Run wa .. the we terly road 
through ummit Point to Winche t r. Winche ter wa a major ource for 
go d and r ic in the e colonial time . Traveling from Alexandria 

irginia, a olonial wagon or a imilar conve ance would l1ave pa ed 
through K ye ' Gap n it way to Charle town.6 Even earlier the Pack 
H r~ ord ro ing the Potomac below what i now hepherd town gave 

l nial tra 1 r a ce to the Wa11n pring Road. 1..,ho e cro ing Pack 
Hor ord and w i hing to tra el to Winche ter would have pa ed through 
,,x.1hat i nov.1 harle town.7 When hor e were the primary mean of land 
tran -- p rtation, r st . top were needed roughly every eight to ten mile .. , 

ft n a da '. joume on lonial road . Hor e needed to re t and weary 
tra el r. ~ought an rdinaf)' or inn h re the might find accommodation. 

h ther there wa. a town or illage as early a 1755 i not known but 
r ourc ugge t th ·tart of the to n wa thi early.8 It i probable that 
b t'ore 1770 the,-e • a a illage on the pre ent ite of Charle town .9 J. E. 

rri , in hi Hi to,~), of t/1e UJv. 1e1· J1enandoa/1 Valle)' note .. that a mill 

Virginia General ,embl;' . hapter L - n act to e tablt h a To\vn on the land of 
harlc\ \\, d h1ngton. In the aunt)' of Berke le) 

4 illard K Bu hong. 1\ Hr ·10 1·)' of Jeffe, \011 C{JL111l)' i e.\·t \11rR111ic1. ( harle Town, WV: 
Jct lcf'on Publ1 h1ng ompan)t. I 941 p. l 7 

ir Pet ~r Hallett' 44th Regiment of the Foot. 
~ 

:> ·tar hall \\. 1cDonald. ·'The Road of Jeff er on ounl)' : 1aga~ine of tlze Jeffers(J1z 
0 11111) Hi.\·to1·ic<1l ... ~<Jctet), \ 1olun1e II. December 19 6. pp. 0-32. 

7 he \ ' arle map of I 09 ')hO\\ the colon1c1I 'federal era road 1n Jeff er on county. [ Charle 
\ 1tlr lt=. , lap of rcder1ck. Berke1e}' and Jeffcr on auntie~ In the tate of irgin1a , 
engra ed by BenJam1n J()ne~. Philadelphia. 1809] 

8 J . .,, . ()m ed .. Hi ·t<JI) of r/1e UJ\t l'T Sl1e 11<111<l<Jc1J1 a/le) <J lt11tie .f <Jf Frede1·1c k, Berkele,. 
J effi~T'. ~<111 a11d lt11·ke ( hi ago. Illino1 amer , o. 1 90) p .. 54 

< orri . pp 3 3- 5 
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and a residence or two'' predate 1750. If there was a mill as early as 1750 it 
has not been documented. However, Robert Worthington's mill can be 
verified near Charlestown on Evitt's Run just outside the future limits of 
Charlestown. In a property transaction recorded in a Jefferson County deed 
book between Charles Washington and Robert Worthington dated 14 
March 1771 , Washington granted Worthington for the sum of £25 the right 
to build a mill race for Worthington's grist mill, which wa already under 
construction. 1 0 The Worthington family apparently owned the mill until it 
was offered for sale in 1824 in an advertisement in a local paper. The ad 
noted that a new stone building was constructed and new machinery was in 
place in the mill. 1 1 The original site of the Worthington Mill is understood 
to be on the grounds of the Charles Town maintenance facility today. 

The name of the early village predating Charles Washington's 
acquisition of the land is lost to history. It is possible that it was known by 
a geographical element such as Evitt's Run or by the name of a 
commercial establishment such as Worthington's Mill. Perhaps the name 
will be learned in time. 

According to a survey by Barbara Rasmussen, two residences still 
standing on Water Street are believed to date to the 17 50 to 1770 period 
based on extant architectural details. 12 Additionally, Rasmussen 
identified an existing log tructure as an early settler's cabin circa 1750 
on North Street that was later used as a slave cabin. 1 3 North Street, which 
follows the original route into town from the east, pre-dates Washington 
Street as the main thoroughfare. The settler's cabin was actually outside 
1786 city limits since it was on the north side of the alley that became the 
boundary of the city proper. 

Prior to Charles Washington's sale of lots in 1787, the residents in this 
village likely leased the property on which they built homes and 
businesses from Washington or the previous landowner, Lawrence 
Washington. Because rental records for these properties are unknown at 
this time , documenting residents has proven quite challenging. Unlike 

10 Jefferson Count)1 Deed Book No. 5, page 395. Although this transaction took place while 
this area was part of Frederick County, Virginia, the deed nonetheless appears in a 
Jefferson County deed book. At this time it is unknown why this entry is copied into a 
Jefferson County deed book. 

11 Farmer's Repository, Charles Town , Virginia 05 May 1824, Volume XVII, No. 839, p. 4. 
12 Prepared by B. Ra mussen for the United States Department of the Interior National Park 

Service, National Register of Historic Places, Old Charles Town Historic District 
Jefferson County, 30 June 2000 section 7 p. 71 

1 3 Rasmus en, section 7 p. 54. 
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dct;ds f'or '),lie of propcrtie'" " rental agreement were not required to be 
registered with the count go emn1ent. Therefore there i much le of a 
paper trail for id ntif ing who lived in the Evitt Run community. 

It was 11ot at all u11common for people to lea e land build a home and 
C' lffi mo11 b)' working the land or working a trade to rai e the money to 
purcha~e th land on which their hou e and/or bu ine were built. While 
\ettler~ might ]ea or ~quat on th land the land owner had the right to drive 
p ople fro111 their land~ if th y fell behind on payment or were quatting. It 
i ~ p s "ible to document that . orne of the tructure in Charle town were built 
b renter~ before a hington ,old them the lot . While tax record can a i t 
in ide11tif ing early re ident and 01ne r ference de cribe tructure much 
of thi . time frame i difficult to document exactly when people were living 
in \\-1hat wa , to become Charle town. 

Charle Washington Sells Lots to Tradespeople 
8 t'A 11 the founding of the town in 1786 and hi death in 1799 

harlc . a hington 'Old in exce of 100 lot many of them to 
trad . peopl in and near the we t end. U ing deed tax record from 1782 
to 1787, 179 " and tit] ~earche 17 lot were purcha ed by trade people: 
tVv·o t,l\ rn k IJ r , a wagon maker and hotel owner, a addler two 
black 1nith a carp nt r, a ton ma on a hou. e joiner, a nailer a tanyard 
operc1tor. ~hoe111aker thr me1·chant and a phy .. ician. ome of the 
u e ~ful 111er hant and trade people bought multiple lot . Land 

~pecul,1tion i~ not n w to our tim s. On lot where 18th century tructures 
re1nc.1i11, \\ l1at i~ 11ot detern1ined here are what part of the tructure are 
origin(1l f'ro111 th arli ·t con truction. What conclu ·ion are drawn are 
b·t ed upo11 ·tru tu1-e5 of the period that match the title tran fer record a 
well a rea onable c n lu ion of a~se~~ed alue a to the ize of~ the 

t1·uctt11~ a ~,1 gi n in th 179 tax record. Charle .. Wa hington old the 
lot. a nu1nber d lot . The follo ing di cu <,ion pre. er e. that numbering. 

Lot number I 2 3 14 

apta1n illiam l1erI· , a patriot ~ ho fought in the merican 
R \101 t1t1 11 ~ pure ha. ed thr lot : lot number I on I 7 February 17 7 for 

~ I • 1 lot 11ur11b r 2 on 19 Januar)' 17 9 f"'or £ 16 5· and half of lot 
nu111bcr _ 011 I J,anuarv 17 9 for £16 5 . .., 

• 
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Charlestown Lot Map circa 1850 

On lot number 1, at the comer of North West Street and We t North 
Street, stood the earliest documented busines in Charlestown- the Old 
Cherry Tavern or Old Ordinary, which was built as early as 1770. 1 6 The 
Old Cherry Tavern was constructed on Charles Washington 's land and 
Cherry presumably paid rent for many years before he bought the lot. The 
original Old Cherry Tavern was razed circa I 881. 1 7 

In addition to lot number 1, Captain Cherry also built structures on lot 
numbers 2 and 3. The extant larger two- tory log structure with a stick 
addition on lot number 2 at 324 West Liberty Street may have been used 
as a tavern and/or hotel a well, but documentation of its use is unknown 

1 5 Hugh Voress et alia, 1786-1986 Charles Town Bicente11nial, 1986, p. 54. 
£ 16 5 i 16 pounds sterling and five hillings. The lots were purchased using the British 
monetary sy tern and later as es ed with the American system. 

16 Annie Darke Engle Baker ''Early Tavern in Jefferson County," Magazine of the 
Jefferson Coi,nt}' Historical Societ}', Volume II Dec. 1936 p . 38 

1 7 Baker p 38 
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at tl1is tirne. 1 8 The \tructur on lot number 3 1 wa , occupied by Captain 
h rr ~ ~ daughter and on-in-law Da id and Eli a beth Patton and 

granddaught r Ii abeth to whom the property wa , later deeded.20 By 
1798 ~ aptain herry mu. t ha taken a much le active role in operating 
the ta,,em and managing hi~ prop rtie .2 1 The 1798 tax record indicate 
that herr owned the prop rti ~ 2 but that they were occupied and u ed 
by other . . Th 1798 document indicate the owner or occupant from 

horn th~lt ear ta wa collected Captain Cherry had two lave four 
hor. e f'our cattl . 2 •

1 

Lot number 14 

·econd ordinar from the e early time wa owned by Judith 
Rankin . he wa. the wife of Benjamin Rankin one of the petitioner to 
the irginia General embly .24 Benjamin Rankin died 02 January 
17 7 I a ing hi wido to manage their ordinary and farm out ide of 

harle~ tO\.\'n. J uditl1 Rankin paid the licen e for an ordinary in 1787 .25 

hil he had the help of her children to manage the far 1r1 and ordinary 
Judith al. held fi '" la . abo e th age of 16 eight lave under 16 
1 n h r and thirteen cattle. In 1787 the farm wa till on lea ed 

land from John ro '- . It i unknown for how long the ordinary wa 
p rated. Judith Rankin purcha ed lot number 14 from Charle 
a hington on 14 arch I 789 .-6 B 1798, tax Ii t cite Thoma Rankin 

H ,1111m 11d ~l th own r but that actual tran fer of title wa later on O 1 
1,1 l 04.-7 The nameof JudithRankin~ ordinaryi lo '" ttotime. 

Ll)C,tted n lo t nun1b r 14 ~1 t 309 We t Lib rt treet it current owner 
t i 11 r t'e r to it ,1'" th R ,1 n kin House . It ha~ a tone c e 11 ar which w a 

18 rl l1c 11c an(l interior la)'OUt sugge\t 1t pt) ~1ble u e a tavern or hotel . Additionally, the 
L t1rrcnt O\\'ner note that or11I ht tof) ,ugge\t thi u~e. 

1 
C.) l... ·atcd cl( I 17- 1 19 \\ c~t treet . 

" tJ J effi , ,r,11 011111)1 Dee cl BrJ<Jk 7{J. I. p I 02. 
- ' 179 • J-/011 .. "e 'ftLr c111 I lc,,,e Tl1.:-: <JJ Berkele-' C(Jt111t)' \1irgi11ic,. (Mart1n"burg, W • Berkeley 

<.)lllll)-' 111 lOfllal OCiCty' . _QQ p . 
.__ \, L ,cd ,,,1Juc of the CheIT) pro pert 1e, for the 179 ta ) ear lot no. I . 210 .00: Jot no. 2 

\l --l(l O(l: lot no. l "_, ~(). 
t:ltt Lhrcincr- Y ,111t1 Flclrc11c Spe,1kn1Jn Lo,1e. The Per\onal Property Tax L1 t for 

Lht: Year 17 7 for Berkele)1 ou11t)' \ ' irginia. ( pr1ngficld. • Genealogical Book\ 1n 
f>r1nt 19 7 pp. 14~~- 14 I 

l • - -- om . p. . 2' 

~ ctt1 Lhrei11cr- ) ' ar1t1 Florcnt: .. pct1k111an IJO\e. pp. 1432. 1449 
'> flt1t!h \ ' ore ~ et (1/it1. I )6- /9 :-,6 C,l1a1·/ ,· 'fol v 11 B1ce111e1111ic1l. 19 6. p 54 

- 7 .leffi ,. ·011 Co11111 l £' d Bo<Jk o ~ p 226, 18()4. 
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The Rankin House 

probably the first story and ordinary before the street level rose to its 
current height. The original street side limestone block which allowed 
folks to exit a carriage properly is now moved to act as a step down into 
the cellar. The batten door would have welcomed people into Judith 
Rankin's ordinary with its now closed stone hearth to the right. The 
second and third stories are log with additions both to the left side and 
rear. The upper floors were likely accommodations for travelers. What is 
believed to be slave quarters is a room on the top floor, presumably to 
serve the patrons or family. 

Lot number 16 

A third ordinary pos ibly from this time is the structure located on lot 
number 16 at 212/214 North Lawrence Street. John Mark, Sr. purcha ed 
lot number 16 from Charles Washington on 07 April 1788. Thi tructure 

• 
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is identi t·i d ,is th unri. e Ta rn28 found in Wes·t Virgi11ic1 Hi tot·y' on 
i :1ii ·, Pl1<Jtr;g1·e,11J/1.\· ji·o,11 tl1e We.st Vi,·ginia Regional Hi,<;tory CcJllection. 
o other i11f(lrmation i~ k11 wn as to when it wa in operation. John Mark 
r. i ~ Ii t d ,ls owning two , la o er 16 and three lave under I 6 a · 

11 as t o c,1 ttl e. B 1798 th Mark .. family wa living in 
hepherd. tow11 .-(> 

Lot numb r 134 

l1arl town'~ \,\,agon mak r Henry Haine bought lot number 134.30 

H nr 1-Iaine')' bu, in i thought to be located at 120 Water Street the 
tru ttir still ur i e . H al o bought lot number 116 located at the 

11 <)rthwe t corner of We t and Wa hington treet. Although no long r 
tant, locat don lot number 116 Henry operated the Haine Hotel and a 

h tel t r dro er and wagon drive1· .3 1 He paid for an ordinary licen e 
in I 04 and I 06. '-

L t numb r 125 

Imm diat l)' we t at 416 Wa hington treet i lot number 125 and a 
no a ant t o-stor log building. Thi tructure wa built by addler 

illia1n h pe ho pur ha , d the lot from Charle. Wa hington on 08 
D ce1nb r 1792. The Willia111 hope building wa a es ed in 1798 at 
420.00. ~4 illiam hope doe not appear in the 1787 tax Ii t . 

Lot number 115 

I111port'1nt ervice trade w re al. o a ailable early on in Charle town. 
Joh11 Hain bought lot numb r l 15~ located at 11 8 orth We t treet . 
John ll ,1 in ~ upati n in the deed of title i Ii ._ t d a .. black mith. The 
pt1rcha ~e of· the lot wa on 0 I February 1794 for £20. ~5 John Haine .. mu t 

x http:// i111,tec .It"' \\' \1 U edu cgi / i/ in1age/ image-dx ')rg11 l=ic all :op2= nd:rgn2=ic_a11 : 
n1t.:cl= l :q I :-.11..:flcr on~< 2()cclunt)' : 11e=20:c=\\'\' ·p:ba ·k=back l 313711163:~ub\ ie\\.=deta1l:r 
~ ~ 11 u 111 = 4 ~ . , 1 t; \\' = c r1 t r ) ' : I a " t \ 1 c \\' = t h u 111 b n cl I l . c = w , c p . e n t r ) i d = x - 0 5 0 9 1 : 

, IC\\ id=()_ -091 JP • 
•> 179< llrJ11 .. \e '/c,.,r a11tl /(1,1 Tc1.r <if l3erkele_,. ( .. (Jlttll • \ 11rt,:i11it1. p . 13 

"\t) Jej)ers<111 fJ1111t)' Dt'ctl /Jo<)k 1 <J. I. p 57 1r1d1L,1t111g the \ale of the lot on 11 Januaf)' 1802. 
1 1\1111ie l),1r~e I~nglc Baker. p 19 
- l)i1trici ~1 B Du11 ,111. Jefjer ·t111 <Jt111t_, i1·~i,1i<1 I 02-1 ~ I 3 Per .. \'(>11t1l Prc>JJerr_,1 1i1.r /J1 \/\, 

Bt)\\
1ic. 1,lf)' l<tnd: \ illo,\' Bend Books. 2()0 ) pp 37. 70. 

" 11 u O 11 \ 1 t) res~ (7 t c1 I ia . p 5 5 
.. , I 79 J-/c,11 f{' 1a.r (lll(i S/(J\1e Tei.,\" <JJ Be,·kele)' ·011111) \ 1i1·~i11ia . . p. I 
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have been active much earlier in town on leased land since he is identified 
in the 1787 tax lists. He owned one cow .36 In 1798 his property was 
assessed at $315 .00. 

Lot number 43 

Another blacksmith in Charlestown was Jacob Miller. On 02 July 1796 
he purchased lot number 43 located at the northwest corner of South 
George and Congress Streets.37 Jacob Miller's blacksmith shop was 
located at the northeast corner of West Washington and North West 
Streets. He is listed in the 1787 tax lists so he was likely working on 
leased land before the purchase of his lot. None of Miller's structures 
survive today. 

Lot number 135 

Services and trades for town folk were also well represented during 
the lifetime of Charles Washington. John Young was a carpenter. His 
work was prized and some of the grander residences in Charlestown 
from this period attribute the construction to John Young. John Young 
bought lot number 135 on O 1 April 1798 for £30 from Charles 
Washington.38 While homes that John Young built are still present, his 
own home is no longer extant. The lot is located at the southwest corner 
of Congress and Water Streets. John Young is listed in the 1787 tax 
records.39 

Lot number 6040 

Charlestown's stonemason was Joseph Thompson who purchased lot 
number 60 from Charles Washington on 24 March 1795 for £60 .41 The lot is 
located on the southwest comer of Washington and Samuel Streets. His 18th 
century structure is no longer extant. Joseph Thompson must have stayed 
only a short time since he is not listed in either the 1787 nor 1798 tax records. 

35 Hugh Voress et alia, p. 54 
3 6 Netti Schreiner-Yantis & Florene Speakman Love, pp. 1427, 1451 
37 Hugh Voress et alia, p . 54 
3 8 Hugh Voress et alia, p 55 
3 9 Netti Schreiner-Yantis & Florene Speakman Love, pp. 1437, 1448. 
40 This lot is not in the west end but is included becau e Joseph Thompson was in business at 

the time. 
41 Hugh Vore set alia, p. 54 
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l.1ol number 35 

Th h u e joiner in arly harle town wa • William Betty. A hou e 
joi11er i11 col nial tim was on who built hou e frame . Given the large 
11u111b r of log tructure.. built during the life of Charle Wa hington a 
hou joiner would ha be n ritical. William Betty bought lot number 
35 n 0 l o emb r 1785 for £20. 2 Lot number 35 i on the outhea t 

01~n r of· e ~t ibert and orth Charle Street . The tructure i no 
I nger tant . 

Lot number 123 

ldentifi d a a nailer George Work bought lot numb r 123 from Charle 
a ·hingt n on 21 February 1795 for £25 .4 - A nailer in colonial time wa 

a black~ mith that made nail~ .'14 The lot i located at the corner of We t 
ngr and Water tre t . Mr. Work tructure i no longer tanding. 

Lot numb r 133 and 140 

The tan ard for harl ·t wn wa owned by amuel Howell. A tan yard 
during I nial tim tanned leather. The need for leather in clothing 
._ ...... "p ciall1 ho wa critical. amu 1 Howell bought lot number 140 from 

harl a hington for £50· the lot located on Wa hington Street right on 
itt~ Run a prime r al e tate. In addition amuel Howell bought the 

, dja nt I t number l which ha an early home located at I 06 Water 
tr t. Barbara Ra mu n attribute · the age to be circa 1750.45 Who 
c upi d thi arly tructure at it earlie t point i unknown. It i likely 

that amu l Ho ell li din the tru tur at 106 Water treet a hi home 
.. b ing built at • 0 t Wa hington treet both located on lot 

numb r l . he grand tructure mu t hav b en completed by 1798 
in amu I Ho II, e ond home wa a e ·ed at 367 .50 wherea the 

I· 6 ater tr t home a a e ed at I I .2 . 6 

Lot number 40 

Jam Duk ~,a harl 'town • hoemaker. He bought lot number 40 

- Hugh Vore\, et t1/ia ~ p. 54 
Hugh \ 1or\:\ et alia .. p. 5 

.. , ..r.i http '\\•hat "n \\' .h1 tory .org '20 11 /061the-nai l-market-durine-the-colon 1al-pen od/ 
c; Ra~ mu c n . .. e ti on 7 , page 7 1 
<., J 79 Hot, ·e 1 <Lt (I nd lt1i·e T (1_r <if Berkele)' oi,111) Virgi11ia. p. 8 
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from Charles Washington on 09 June 1787 for £10.47 The lot is located 
on the northeast corner of South Charles and Avis Streets. Avis Street at 
that time was labeled ' Town Alley." Mr. Duke's place of business and 
residence no longer exist. 

Lot number 28 

There were a number of merchants during these early years. One of 
these was Jesse Matthews who bought lot number 28 located at 201-205 
West Washington Street from Charles Washington on 07 April 1788 for 
£9 .4 8 The oldest part of the existing structure is from this time . As was 
common , the living quarters were above the business location. 
Interestingly, as a part of the sale of lot number 28, a ground rent of one 
dollar was to be paid annually to Charles Washington on 02 August each 
year. Jes e Matthews sold the real estate to Magnus Tate 15 April 1796. 
Jesse Matthews is not in the tax list of 1798. 

Lot number 114 

Merchant David Humphreys4 9 bought lot number 114 and a building 
at the corner of West Liberty and North We t Streets. It was directly 
across from the larger Cherry structure on West Liberty Street. The 
proximity to the Old Cherry Tavern must have helped Mr. Humphreys' 
business opportunities. The lot was purchased from Henry Isler who had 
bought the lot from Charles Washington. David Humphreys bought the 
lot and structure 12 February 1798 later selling them to George North.50 

The 1798 tax lists indicate that Mr. Humphreys owned two structures 
valued at $315 and $262.50 respectively. The location of the second 
property and which valuation applies to each structure has not been 
dete1·1nined. According to the 1798 tax records, David Humphreys owned 
one slave. The original structure on lot number 114 no longer exists. 

Lot West of Evitt's Run 

Ann Frame, sister-in-law to Matthew Frame, was an early merchant. 

47 Hugh Yores et alia, p 54 
48 Hugh Voress et a lia, p. 54 
49 Some references spell the name ''Humphrie '' 
scl Jeffer,~on Count)1 Deed Book No. 2, p. 17 
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H r da book\ r \, al the a t array of .. goods that he ·· old: Everything 
from hou ·ehold good furniture, book , f'abric pice to whi key. Mr . 
~ra111e ~a di er e in her product line. Her plac of bu ine . wa ju t 

e" t of itt~\ Run, out id the Charle town city limit but . till 
co11 idered -Main treet eve11 in the deed records. E ery traveler 
goi ng to iddleway or Winche~ter pas ed her place of bu. ine . The 
da book. from r . . Fram indicate that he wa doing bu ines by 
1798. 45 1 he further e panded her land fronting -'Main Street with 
what i\ d scribed a~ ~ a piece of land adjoining Ann Frame , dwelling 
hot1\e on Main trect adjoining the line of George Work. 52 While 
Mr~. Fraine is not li t d a. owning a home in the 1798 tax Ii t her 
brother-in-law owned a grand place a e ed at I 680.00.53 Ann 

r,11ne conti11ued doing bu ine , into the 19th century paying merchant 
ta e~ f'<)r at lea t 1804-1 13.54 Mr. Frame died 27 January 1819 with 
her e~tat ad erti ed for al in March 1819 ss Jane Beckham wa the 
ad 111 in i tratri . 

Lot number 18 

ell docun1 ntcd i, Charle town~ mo'" t famou, phy ician of the time 
Dr. dward Tiffin56 whose log tructure . urvive on We t Liberty Street. 
Dr Tif.fin i .. "' li ·ted in th 1787 ta record a owning one cow and one 

5 1 \ 1irginia H1 tc)rical ~ ociety. Frame. Ann. Paper\. l 79 - 1812. 9 item\ . 1\~ I F8439a 
\11crc)filn1 reel 458 

5 - J<~ffe1·._,,<J11 <)t111t) 1 l)ee(/ BrJ<Jk, <J .. -1. p . 239 
• I 79 H l>11 \'l' Tt1.r <111,J 5lt1,,e T,,~r <~f Be,-k(~le, C 011110 Vi1·gi11ia. p 7 
- •

1 
[)L111ca11. pp. 46 64. I . 96 .. I 14. I _ (), 183 
r=ar111er·, Repc.>\1tc.)r} , C'har]e\ Tc)wn. Jeffer\on ounty. 1rginia. printed by Richard 
\\1illiar11~. edne da). _4 arch 18 I 9. \ 'olun1e II. o. 572, p 4 

~ '
1 Dr l ' i t I 111 becc11ne the f lf\l governor of Ohio . "·He erved a~ peak er of the [ Oh Io] 

tcrrit<)rial h<)U\c c)f rcpre entati\e , 1799- 180 I , and a~ pre ident c)f the con\tttutional 
\)Jl\'Cr1tion in t ()2. \\'here h1 ._ authority to dctem11ne the n1e1nber hip <)f comr111ttee ~a~ 

an i 1111)t1rta11t tact lr in pol1c)-n1[1king in that bc>dy I-le \va, elected go\emor of the 11ev. ly 
org~1r1iz(;d talc aln10 t \ 1thc>ut opp() 1tic>n 1n I 801 and again in 1805 fc>r a econd ter 111 . It 
\\ <l, during h1 ~Lc>nd term that he received a con1n1endatory letter fron1 President 
Jeltcr .... on tor h1 e1fic1cnc)' in fc)iling Aaron Burr'') expedition. Befc>rc the clo\e of ht\ 

ClOltd lcr111 he \\'a elected b) the general <l '-.Cr11bl) t<) the n1ted . tate'-t enate. He took. 
hi~ ,l:at ir1 l 07 but rl:,1gncd in arch 1809. tter the death of h1, \\1ife 1n Jul)' 1 08. he 
e. pre'- l'd a ,, 1 h to return t<> h1 h<>1nc near h1ll1cothe and re un1e h1 rned1c<1l practice 
and f~tn11ing . I-It:: did nc>l 10 11g r\!n1,1in a pr1, ,llc ci tizen . hO\\·e,er. for a ft:\V n1onth') dfter ht, 
rctur11 to l1illi othc he ,,,c.1, elected tC) the Ohil) f1ou e <)f Repre entati\e , v. here he 
' t.:f\' d t\\ O ttr111 "· ~l; pcakt;r. I ()9- 11 : · Frorn: http:// \'l \V\\ .c)h 1c1h1 l Of)'.<>rg c1nl1nedc)C1 

oh t!0\ 1emn1cr1 °o 'C n1or .. / t1tf111 .t1t111 I 
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horse.57 Dr. Tiffin bought lot number 18 on 07 August 1788 for £8 5.58 

Tiffin purchased a number of lots from Charles Washington. It is 
unknown whether Tiffin or others developed the additional lots. He 
moved to the Ohio territory before the tax collection of 1798. 

Conclusion 

The earliest commercial activity centered around Evitt's Run and the 
west end of town. All of this started before Charles Washington laid out 
the town that would bear his name. The number of merchants and trades 
people living and working at the west end and Water Street show us 
where the activity centered during the colonial and early federal period. 
The town square as envisioned by Charles Washington and shown on 
his earliest survey moved the area of active commerce east to what is 
now the center of town. On the west end, many of the early dwellings 
do survive but are now residential with little active commercial activity. 
The mill is gone. The need for ordinaries, blacksmiths and saddlers has 
vanished. The businesses and services now center much closer to the 
town square. The routes in and out of town now follow the axis that 
Charles Washington intended when the Virginia General Assembly 
recognized his town. 

The one group that was present and critical to the function of this 
city but is largely un-recognized in this research are the people of color, 
free and enslaved. They were not landowners, but played a critical role 
working along side their white neighbors and owners. Since they were 
generally not taxed at this early time (they were later), they are an 
invisible group whose contributions sadly still remain nearly un­
acknowledged. For them, I hope that more infor1nation will surface so 
that their contributions might be better appreciated. 

When this project was begun, it was hoped to document all of the 
structures that survive from the lifetime of Charles Washington. As time 
progressed it was dete11r1ined that limiting the research to the trades and 
service people who were little known from the time was the most 
enlightening for those interested in the colonial roots of Charles Town. 
It is hoped that the readers of this article enjoy this topic as much as I 
have enjoyed writing about it. 

57 Netti Schreiner-Yantis & Florene Speakman Love, pp. 1435, 1452 
58 Hugh Voress et alia, p . 54 
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pecial thank\ mu t be noted. This paper could not have been written 
without the c;upport and encouragement of three people: Jane Ri ]er , 
cur,1tor of the Jeffer~on County Mu 'eum· Doug Perk hi torian· and 
Jam ~ Kcatc)n, communication expert. 

M l11·k R e i11hc11·t is· c111 e1·1t/1us·iast of earl;· Charles Town histor)· and has 
li, ,etl 11 ·itl1 /1i .. <. JJt11·t,1 r in Cha,·/es Toivn 's· west end for 22 years. Mark 
s· :),·, ,c; a,z 1l1<~ l1t1rle~\· T cJ iv11 Historic La.ndmarks Com111is ion and is a city 
('CJ1 111 ·i/1rzl111 1·e111·e \·e 11ti11g hi cheri l1ed ¾ arcl. He is· c1ls(J an avid c·ollector 
()j (llllicJLte {ll lf() llla tic: llllJSic~czl i11.5trurrze 11t5· _ 

• 
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' ' .. . all was quiet there then.'' 
The Strategic Importance of Jefferson County, Virginia 

By P. Douglas Perks 

After weeks of debate and much speculation the Virginia Secession 
Convention voted on April 17th, 1861 to withdraw from the Union. The 
convention's action still required the affi1·1nation of Virginia's electorate 
in a state-wide election to be held later in May. 1 From the Tidewater to 
the Ohio River, Virginians began to ponder their vote. Should they stay 
the cour e and elect to remain in the Union? Or should they select to 
secede and cast Virginia on a course in uncharted water? 

Logan Osburn was a Union man. An overwhelmingly pro-Union vote in 
Jefferson County had sent him to Richmond to keep Virginia in the Union. 
He was heartbroken by the convention's April 17th vote. Writing to his 
wife Margaret who was at their home Avon View,2 he expressed his dismay: 

You will see by the papers that the authorities of our State have 
already inaugurated a revolution by the seizure of public 
property, vessels in our harbours, Gosport Navy Yard & Ex Gov. 
Wise told me to day a dispatch had been sent for the seizure of 
the armory at Harper's Ferry. Andrew Hunter is here, and told 
me he left home yesterday and all was quiet there then.3 

The Solemn, Sad, and desponding countenances that 
characterize the union men in the hall of the Convention clearly 
indicates their wounded pride and patriotic devotion to this 
country's honour and the people's liberty. Brave men with stout 
hearts and trembling voices, with tears rolling down their 
cheeks, have stood up nobly in defence of the rights of the 
people, and earnestly appealed to their brother members to save 
them & theirs from the dim calamities of civil war, but in vain. 

1 William W. Freehling and Craig M. Simpson, editors. Showdow11 in Virginia: The 1861 
Convention and the Fate of the Union. (Charlottesville, Virginia; Univer ity of Virginia 
Press, 20 10) p. 1 96. 

2 Avon View overlooks the Avon Bend on the beautiful Shenandoah River at Kabletown in 
Jefferson County. 

3 Logan Osburn to Margaret Chew O bum, April 17th, I 861, Richmond, Virginia. From the 
document collection of the Jeffer on County Mu eum, Charles Town , We t Virginia. 
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Logan O~ bt1m ~ s di ' tre , o er the con ention ' , deci ion would plague 
him for the re t of hi life. But little did O bum know that the accuracy 
of ndr Hunt r" ob. rvation when he told O bum that he [Hunter] 
I ift l1rJ111 f Jeffe,-son County j )'e te,~da)' and all was quiet there then 
\\1ould be ~hort-li ed and be ome yet another ource of trife for not only 
O~bum but al ,o for every re ident of Jeffer on County Virginia. Beau­
tiful J ff~ r~c)n ounty ne tied erenely between the Shenandoah and the 
Potomac Ri er , wa , about to endure four long year of tu1111oil. 

Ignoring the nvention vote ome Virginian , particularly tho e 
ho Ii ed b yo nd the Alleghenie refu ed to accept Virginia' 

. paration from the nion and began to organize to re i t ece ion. In a 
length editorial which appeared in the May 25th 1861 edition of the 
Ki11 g \11oo{i Cl1ronic le entitl ed 'To the People of North-We tern 

irginia ' a committee of pro-Union men led by John S. Carlile5 

pr nted th ir ca~ e. 
Regardl of their feeling about ece ion the e men hit the nail on 

the head regarding what lay ahead for Virginia. Near the end of their 
editonal arlile and hi cohort implored their fellow Virginian to face 
the r alit of' the coming alamity: 

f ... ell<Ji1 ·iri-.en5·, ¾'e ask ) ou to read and ponder well the 
/Ja sage ft,.om M,·. obl; 's Speech we recite: 

'T/1e p eople of the Gulf fat es need ha ve no 
Q/Jprel1e 11 , ion; t/1e) might go on with th e ir· 
p/a11ti11g a11d thei1· ot/1 er btisine as u ual, the 
ii1c11· ii'oz,1/cl 110 1 c'ome to their ec .. tion - its theater 
i1 1011/d be c1lcJng tl1e bo1·de1·.s· of the Ohio River and 
i11 Virgi11ic1.' 

T/1e <Jll e11ticJ11 betl-1,1eer1 Virgi11ia and the confederate State , 
b)1 lt lzic·h t/1e co11t1·0/ of all military operation i placed i,1 the 
/1c111c/.\· of P,·e icle11t Da,1i ·, i11 ii, .. e .. ~ thi re ult. 

In a letlcr \ ritten on cpten1ber 26th. I 61 by del1ne O bum lo her friend Fannie Grigg\. 
1\del Inc L)b en ed. •• ... rn) ,, ter argaret \ hen ~he \vent on lo jot n her hu band who \¥ a~ 
i11 the con,1cnt1on - \\.'hen he returned he \\.a 1n a tate of deep de pondence no mile v. a 
upon h1, nc)blc C<Jt1n tenance \ hen he greeted h1<-i famil)' - & alrno,t hi fir\t \\!Ord v.ere -
·tht.: ,<JUlltf)• 1 ruined , I am 1ck ~-. He v.'as ne,er \ ell again .'' 

5 Johr1 .. 1rl1le .. an ardent pro nion1 t , repre .. en ted Harri on ounty at the irginia 
• 

ccc,,ion on,1cnt1on. 
,, Gec.1rg1an l1o"'e ti obb \\ a, ele tcd the pre,1dent of the ongre \ of the eceded outhem 

tatc • rneeting in 1011tgomcry. 1~1ban1a. • 
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''[A]nd in VIRGINIA." Over the next four years those three 
prophetic words echoed up and down the Valley of Virginia. In 
particular those words were a cause for great apprehension in 
Jefferson County, the gateway to the Shenandoah Valley, for Jefferson 
County it would not be ''business as usual." Adeline Osburn summed 
• 

It up: 

The fate of Virginia - our own loved state must be ours-. The 
invader and oppressor must be driven from our soil - but 0 
the hearts that must be wrung with agony! The houses 
rendered desolate - the dark pall that must hang over the land 
- the dismal cloud that yet reveals not even a dim gleam of the 
silver lining!! !7 

Interest in Jefferson County started before the secession vote. On April 
16th fo1·1ner Virginia Governor Henry Wise met in secret with militia 
officers and made plans to secure the military materiel at Harper's Ferry 
before it could be moved by federal officials. On April 17th, ''Wise 
electrified the official convention with a fiery speech. He announced that 
Virginia militia were at that instant seizing the federal armory at 
Harper's Ferry." 8 Although Wise's pronouncement was premature by 
one day, following a brief altercation between the Virginia militia and ''a 
group of loyal volunteers''9 Harper's Ferry came under control of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Virginia's interest in the armory at Harper's Ferry was understandable. 
That there was an armory at Harper's Ferry was due to the influence of 
one man - General George Washington. From the instant that Congress 
authorized The General to select the site for as many as four national gun 
factories, he was adamant that the confluence of the Potomac and the 
Shenandoah Rivers was the best place for at least one of them. In the 
spring of 1795 Colonel Stephen Rochfontaine, a French engineer, was 
employed to evaluate possible locations for an armory along the Potomac 
River. Rochfontaine never considered Harper's Ferry a potential site. The 
General was reportedly furious with Rochfontaine' s report and sent him 

7 Adeline Osburn to Fannie Griggs. 
8 James M. McPherson. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era (New York, New York; 

Oxford University Press, 1988) p. 279. 
9 Millard Kessler Bushong. Historic Jefferson County (Boyce, Virginia; Carr Publishing 

Company, Inc., 1972) p. 209. 
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ba k up th Potomac with pecific in tru tion to recon ider hi 
ersight 1 <> of Harp r' ~ erry. 

n the econd trip~ Rochfontaine vi ion improved. Concurring with 
Tl1e neral ' , opinion that Harper Ferry po e ed ''an inexhaustible 
5·i1ppl}' of l1/c1ter'' and ''c·enr,-alit a,nong Furnaces and Forges'' he 
re i. ed hi initial report to include Harper Ferry a a potential ite. By 
the um mer of I 798 ufficient land on which to build the armory had 
b n purcha, ed principally from the Wager family .1 1 Con truction 
began in 1799 and b year end ''t/1e [smith' S' ] shop is built, the Mill 
l1olt e (111d fac·tor)' half bi1ilt, and the mate,,.ials for the Arsenal near-ly in 
1·ec1di11e . Eier)1thing goe on well.'' For a variety of rea on con-
tructi n a a long low proce that delayed the fir t production of 

arm u11til I O I. adly The General did not live long enough to ee 
either th mpl tion of the armory at Harper Ferry or the production 

f the fir t gun . 1 2 

In pril l 61 the armory complex at Harper Ferry wa compri ed of 
t di tin t in tallation . The nited tate Mu ket Factory wa ne tled 
al ng th irginia hore f the Potomac River tretching up-river from 
the junctur of the henandoah for almo t one-half mile. Along the 

h nandoah Ri r the Unit d tat Rifle Factory (for1nerly Hall Rifle 
rk ) wa built up-river from Virginiu I land. The rea on that ex-

G • mor i, and oth r had drawn a bull -eye on Harper Ferry wa 
impl . tor d in Harper Ferry' ar enal were an e timated 20 000 
omplet d mu ke and rifle . Th re w re al o part and, of cour e the 

ma hin n d d to make gun . ach of the e individually wa rea on 
n ugh to cur the it . ol]ectivel they made Harper' Ferry a very 

important priz . 1 

B Jun I 61 th gun factorie , at Harper Ferry were empty hell . 
The bridge a ro • th Potomac River wa gone. The ar enal building 
that t r d ompl te gun had be n burned with their content . The 

irginia and onfederate troop that had occupied Harper Ferry ince 
lat pril r g n . But unfortunate} from a military viewpoint the 

10 1erritl Roe n1i th . H <1rper F err )1 r111<Jn1 (111tl 1J1e el-i1 Tec/1110/og.)': Tl1e Challe11ge of 
Jza,1~t (ltha a, i cw ork , ornell n1, er;1ty Pre ~. 1977) pp 29-32. 

1 1 \\1hen R ben Harp r~ the founder of Harper· FcrT) ~ died he had no children. Hr holding 
pa, ed fi r: t to hi ~ brother and then to hi .. brother· daughter arah Harper ager who 
11, ed in Philudelphia. 

1 m 1th pp. 7- 9. 
1 "\ .. n1i th pp. 3 17- _Q_ 



104 The Magazine of the 

Harper's Ferry's armory was not the only thing which made Jefferson 
County a strategic location. In fact our ''need for apprehension'' was just 
about to begin. 

Gun production was by far the leading manufacturing industry in 
Jefferson County, but overwhelmingly the economic engine was 
agriculture. Consistently Jefferson County was among the top five 
producers of wheat in Virginia, attaining the rank as the top pro­
ducer in 1860. The eight counties which comprised the Lower 
Valley 14 in 1860 collectively produced 12 percent of Virginia's 
wheat. Of that total, Jefferson County produced 26 percent (472,008 
bushels). Corn production was important but in second place to wheat. 
Because of this Jefferson County and the other counties in the Lower 
Valley during the war earned the sobriquet ''Breadbasket of the 
Confederacy.'' 15 

Geographically, Jefferson County is ''protected'' by the Potomac River 
along its north border and by both the Shenandoah River and the Blue 
Ridge Mountains beside its eastern boundary. The rivers and the 
mountain delayed significant settlement in the Valley until the mid­
eighteenth century. Once settlers found the river crossing at Pack Horse 
Ford and a gap called Vestal's in the Blue Ridge, migration into the 
Lower Valley began in earnest. 

Settlement and economic growth necessitated improvement of the 
transportation system in Jefferson County. When Virginia left the Union 
in 1861 there were two bridges across the Potomac River. The bridge at 
Shepherdstown carried traffic north into Maryland and provided access to 
the Lower Valley, especially the Valley Turnpike. The bridge over the 
Potomac at Harper's Ferry carried both the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
and vehicular traffic. Several fords and ferries on the Shenandoah 
afforded access from eastern Virginia to the Valley and points west. A 
well developed network of roads connected these access points to 
commercial and government centers. 

In addition to roads and bridges, Jefferson County was served by the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. Although travel was not rapid on the 
canal, by the end of the American Civil War the canal was moving well 

14 Berkeley, Clarke, Frederick, Jefferson Morgan Page, Shenandoah and Warren counties. 
15 United States Department of Agriculture, The Census of Agriculture , 

http://www.agcen us .usda.gov/Publications/Historical_Publications/ 1840/ 1840 .pdf 
(07/22/2011). 
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ov r 350 .. ()00 to11 annually and had b come a vital link in the Union 
~uppl chain. 1 Ri er lock at both Harper' Ferry and hepherdstown 
provided eas acces. for upplie to be moved both onto and off of the 
canal . These i1nportant entrance .. to the canal lent credence to the 
t,1cti cal ncce'" ~ il)' of control of both Shepherd town and Harper 
Fe1·r . 1 7 

On pril 16th I 61 the gun at Harper Ferry were the primary 
focu~ of irginia leader . But a it became apparent that war wa 
ine itable, the empha i hifted from the armory in Jeffer on County to 
~om thing which would prove to be if not more important at lea t equal 
i,1 i1nporta11ce - the railroad . Jeff r on County wa 'ble ed with two 
railroad . B the mid-1830 both the Winche ter & Potomac Railroad 
and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad were operating in Jeffer on 

ount . 
The Baltimore and Ohio line reached the ba e of Maryland Height 

pp ·ite Harper Ferry in 1834. By 1836 the railroad bridge aero the 
Potomac wa completed and the railroad continued it pu h to the we t 
r aching Wh ling, irginia and the Ohio River in 1852. Ju t a the 
Baltimor and Ohio cro ed the river into Virginia the line connecting 
Win he~ t r to Harper' Ferry wa fini . hed. By 1861 Jeffer on County 

a , a tran portation cro road that connected the coal field of we tern 
irg inia and th agri ultural bounty of the Valley to the port at 
le a11dria and Baltimore. Becau e "an army move on it tomach, 

·uppl line for both armie wer critical. Control of both the canal and 
the railroad n1ad Jeffer on ounty a key trategic point. 

o ir nical) ma11 of the attribute which made Jeffer on County, 
irginia a place her man people came~ they fell in love with the 

c untr} ide and th life, and the remained, 1 8 al o made it a 
battlegr und . or fou1· ear farrner pla ed the equivalent of political 
r ul tt(; h n it am to the ale of their produce. The ford , road ~ 

f rrie ~ bridg ~ ~ and railroad b came military checkpoint under the 
c ntro l o f one arm or the other. The road re ounded with the 
pounding h of beat of charging ca alry and the . huffle of marching 

1 
' ike High . 1·11e • 0 a 11(1/ C<J111p<111i<J1z ( Bal timore ar)' land The John \ Hopkin 

ni er,1 t)' Pre, ~ ... 0 0) p. 4 .... . 
17 \ c"tcm \1af)1 l,1nd' H i "tor1 <1l Library, Tlte c111al i 11 \VaJ·l1i11gt<J11 ot111 t) ' (Maryland], 

http r,v,\1
\\' . \\'h ilbr .org/ and an,1l/1ndcx a\pX ( ugu,t 20 I I). 

1 8 Julia Oa\ 1, Betli1e(~I1 tl1e l1ent111<l fJ<ih t111d Poto111ac·: Ht ·toric H <Jt1l£' J' of Jeffers<J11 C <>t~11t) 1• 

\~'e ·t \1irg1111c1 (Hager to, n. . aryland HBP. Inc. 2005) p. i . 
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infantry. The air was pierced by the sharp bark of artillery. War had 
come to Mr. Jefferson's County. 

P. Douglas Perks, a Native of Jefferson County, is Director of the Charles 
Town Library and Assistant Curator of the Jefferson County Museum. He 
is a frequent speaker on Jefferson County History, the author of ''Mr. 
Jefferson's County'' in The Guardian, and a contributing author to The 
Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Society. 



Jcffcrsor1 .,ounl)' Historical Society 107 

Su111n1er Picnic 

Boide tone' Place 

John 11 n, owner of Boid tone ~ Place circa l 22 wa our ho tat a 
v ry rain picn1 . Thank to Jim Gib on there were extra tent that kept 
ab ut I _Q m mb r and gue t and th de iled egg dry. The rain did not 
.~top ,, ry man • from taking tour of the hou ·e and barn. 

r m John lien new book, Unc,.on1111or1 Vernac .. ular: 

Th fram h u kno n a Boide .. ton ' Place wa mo ed to 
it urrent it b harl . M. heph rd in 1835. The hou e 
or1ginall)1 built n th adjac nt fa1·111 for Marcu. Eld r may 
ha,, originall mplo d a tran ,ere-hall plan. Th 
. tru tur a .. reori nt d b h ph rd~ and arranged a a ide- • 
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John Allen speaks to the members and guests. 

hall plan on the location of the earlier Boidestone house, of 
which, the earlier kitchen wing remains. 

Thanks to the Society coordinator Betsy Wells, the Magnolia Tree 
catering, and all the people who brought great food. 


