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Editor's Note 
It has been a really snowy winter, a really hot summer and now is the 

time for another, I think, really good magazine. I alway thank Clare 
Hendrix at Winchester Printers for putting the magazine together and I do 
it again, but I also need to thank the authors of our articles. I use an old 
but appropriate cliche: It is nothing without you! 

For those of us who have forgotten or never knew about our ''qua i­
war'' with France, the magazine starts off with a great article about that 
''war'' and how it affected Jefferson County. It i certainly different to 
see the first president as Commander in Chief when John Adams is 
president. 

Most of us here in the county have always been told and consider 
James Rumsey to be the inventor of the steamboat. Thi next article 
gives an interesting perspective to Rumsey's accomplishments. 

The article ''Dear Uncle ... '' shows the Father of our Country was truly 
fatherly and very practical. The letters back and forth between him and 
his nephew are a primer for raising a young man. 

Born in Summit Point, Ward Hill Lamon was as close to Abraham 
Lincoln as any of his associates. If he had been present that night at 
Ford's Theater, perhaps the South would not have been ravaged by the 
carpetbaggers. 

Yes, General Washington had a land agent in the county. You will 
find out about that agent, Battaile Muse, who lived near Kabletown. 

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina (coincidently, my father's 
family's home state) seceded from the Union and on April 12, 1861 fired 
the shot that started a great war that would cost over 600,000 American 
lives. The magazine for the next four years will chronicle The War as it 
unfolded in Jefferson County. To get off to a good start, the last article in 
this year's magazine on Logan Osburn (also from Kabletown) et al 
recounts what happened here pre-War. 

I respect the fact that ome people are not interested in The War, so 
there will be non-War articles of interest published during the next four 
years. Do you notice that I have a hard time calling it the Civil War? I 
prefer to call it the War for Southern Independence because to us 
Southerners, that is exactly what it was . But to be more consistent with 
contemporary authors, I will use Civil War ... which it was not. But, I am 
not going to start until next year and by then, I might have changed my 
mind. 

I will be looking forward to seeing the great stories that I know are 
here in our county. 

Jim Glymph at home on the Avon Bend 



Jcffcr on our1l)' I {1"tt1rical \clc1ct)' 17 

Washington's Last War. 
Harpers Ferry's First 

B)· Gene Wilkin 

Ir1 th \.\1ani11g month\ of the eighteent·h century, and in ju t the econd 
decad of tl1 ne\At'l formed Republic, the you11g United tate found it elf 
through no o ert belligerent act or policy of it own facing a growing 
conflict with a 1'onner friend and ally, France. Thi conflict became known 
a" the Qua i-W,lr of 179 -1 00. Thi~ undeclared war wa real enough to 
the k1l led. v..1 undcd or captured amen aboard over 300 American 
mercl1ant and ~ ar hip in coa tal tlantic and Caribbean water . 1 

ngland, 'till recoiling from her lo s of the orth American colonie • 
continued to be engaged in peren11ial war with the French the Spani h, 
and the Dutch. In France, bar l a dozen year ·ince the Unit d States 
a~ erted it. Declaration of Independence, national revolutionarie~ depo ed 
the rule of mo11,1rch f'o]]owing viol nt bloody upri ing . 

a .. hingto11 l1ad e11t an en o Chief Ju tice John Jay of the Supreme 
urt" to ng]and to negotiate a rapprochement between the two countrie 

in whi h a prin --ipa1 i,. ue \.\a. unre trained ommercial trade in the We t 
J11die~.- The r nch took bitt 1· affront to thi Jay Treaty. Engaged in their 
t; tended \\1ar with ngland the11 con5id red ~ any fri nd of England an 
n n1 ' ot' Fran e .'' Th reigning go mment following the re olution wa, 

the ~ ecuti e Dire tor th,1t i . ._ u d a eri 5 of decrees which allowed 
re11ch ,tr hip a11d cor11mi. ~io11 d pri ateer in th Atlantic and Caribbean 

to hoard or \1e11 1ze neutral ~hip in which r nch aptainL u pected 
tt1 111 to be c,lIT)'ing contraba11d or ngli h eamen. 

n1eri ',111 .... hi ppi r1g 111erchant , of ot1r e ~ ~'ere outraged. Pre ident 
d~1111 .. 11t p ace n1i L ·1rie to ra11c : hov.- e r. rench agent in 

,1rrog,1n 'c ;.111d gr ed de111anded an orbitant brib and other prepo terou 
.. 0 11ct \ ion C\1e11 he for n gotiatio11~ ould begin. Failed di plo1nacy and 

c . c·1l,1tion, <. f l1ip \eizure b Fr 11ch private r ~er d to hasten pe11ding 
in1111incnt \\1,1r·fare bet\\1~en the nit d tate. a11d France.3 

1 l·ln \\' "foll. ) \ l ·1·i c,1 \; .. , ,,,£, /;r;i fl i'" ttJJ) of 1J1e f .. o,111<ii11, rJJ 1/1e U. . 1(1\' ) ' , 'e\ 'l'ork: 
\ 1• \V <ln c 11. _006 p. 4 . 

- 1\lcxandcr I c r1de. '/Ji Poli1icJ f111ll n,,,Jo111ac_)1 of rl1e U11tlecltl1·eti \Vtz1· \~1ir/1 /·"'1·a11ce, 
1797-1 OJ t,,, '\' ork: ~ribcr~ n . 1966. 
Rc.ln hcmo, , 1\ l x<111de1· lla111i/1,J11 e,, 'r ork: Penguir1 Pr-.: "s. _QQ4. p. -49 _ 

• 
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President Adams' posture changed from neutrality and diplomacy to 
armament and mobilization. His first priority was to address the 
immediate battlefields, the harbors and coastal waters of the United States 
and shipping lanes of the West Indies. Merchant ships were armed and 
shipyards tooled up to convert merchant ships to sloops and brigs of war .4 

The unreasonable French decrees underwriting violations of American 
shipping led to inevitable Congressional Acts in the spring of 1798 giving 
discretionary power to President Adams to increase the strength of the 
regular army and accepting volunteers in the event of a threatened 
invasion by a foreign power. On July 16, 1798, the United States 
Congress authorized and directed an increase of the Regular Army with 
twelve regiments of infantry and six troops of light dragoons, ''to be 
enlisted for and during the continuance of the existing differences 
between the United States and the French Republic, unless sooner 
discharged." 5 

This increase of arms was known as the Provisional Army and 
President Adams convinced 66-year-old George Washington to resume his 
Revolutionary War position as Commander in Chief of the Army. 
Washington accepted with the reservation that he not be required to take to 
the field, and that Alexander Hamilton, his Senior Aide-de-Camp/Chief of 
Staff during the Revolutionary War be appointed his second in command.6 

Harpers Ferry as a site for a national armory and arsenal had always 
had its opponents and detractors; however, chief among its champions was 
Washington who was particularly familiar with the area since his early 
years as a surveyor and later as a land speculator and stockholder in the 
Potowmack Company, a stock venture promoting navigation on the 
Potomac River.7 During his presidency Washington lobbied vigorously 
and successfully for funding from Congress to acquire property for federal 
use in the peninsula bordered by the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers. 

Because of the intensity of opposition and the high rank of those 
opposing the site it can be speculated that had it not been for the Quasi-

4 Michael A. Palmer, Stoddert's War; Naval Operations During the Quasi-War with France, 
1798-1801, Columbia, S:, Univ. of South Carolina Press, 1987, p. 131. 

5 Carlos E. Godfrey, Organization of the Provisional Army of the United States in the 
Anticipated War with France, 1798-1800, Philadelphia, PA: Magazine of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, Vol. 38 No. 2, 1914, p. 2. 

6 Dorothy Twohig (Ed.,) The Papers of George Washington, Retirement Series, Vol. 3, Sept. 
1798 - April, 1799, Charlottesville, VA: Univ. of Virginia, 1999, pp. 268-269 . 

7 Merritt Roe Smith, Harpers Ferry Armory and the New Technology: The Challenge of 
Change, New York: Cornell Univ. Press, 1977, p. 27 
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ar ther may ha e b n no funding for th armory-ar enal. By 1798 
h we r land adequate f r a full- ized manufacturing a1·1nory and ar enal 
had b n acquired and con tru tion wa planned to begin by mid-1799. 

t the am tim that the fledgling armory-ar enal wa getting off the 
gr und it would oon ha e to po t on federal land three 1·egiment of th 
Pro i ional riny and the command taff of outhem Commander Major 

n ral harle ote worth Pinckn y. 

From Washington to Secretary of War McHenry8 

or fi w k in o ember and December 1798 , Wa hington 
cretary of War M Henry, General Hamilton and Charle Cote worth 

Pin kn conferr d in Philadelphia. They took on the eno1·1nou ta k of 
rganizing an ar1r1y. Planning e ion regarding logi tic recruitment 

int gration f th Pro i ional A111-1y within the Regular Army election of 
an ffi r corp , and l cation of the po t of differing command were 
but a£ f th m riad i ue that had to be re olved . 

• 

Philacielphia Decembe,~ 13, 1798 

.. A11 a,·,·ange1nen1 for the re ,·uiting ervice i the point of 
p1·i111cir_, 1trge11c .. _ . Fo,· thi p1,1rpo e each state should be 
clivi(lecl i11to ci~· tnan ' di tricts a there are c·ompanies to be 
,-ai • din it , t111cf to eveT) company a particular di trict should 
be a/Iott d ... Tl1e tatio,1 eligible in this view may be found 
Jo,· t~i,o Regi1t1 nt i11 the vicinif) of Providence River ... two 
ot/1 r Regi111e11t in the vicit1it of Bruns1'1,ick in New 
J ,. .) .. f o ,. ti o o I /1 er Reg i n1 e 11 t i 11 the vi c in it y of the 
Poto1r1c1c' 11ec11· Ha1·11e1--~· Ferry . 

. . .. i,zce it i 11ot doubted that i,i the pro peel of eriou attack 
L1po11 tlzi coz,,itry the di po ition of the army ought to look 
e111plzaticall to the 01,tlzern Regio,z as tlzat which i by far 
tl1e ,no t like/ to be tlz ce11e of action. [Et11pha~'}i, acided.J 

~ John Fit1pt1tri k ( .. .. T/1 \\1rit i11 1 • of Ge<Jrge \ <1 .. ,·J1i11g10 11 Jr<J111 1/1e OriKi,zal M a 11i1sc ript 

01, r e .... 174"-l 99 \ 1ol. 7. o. l. 179 -Dec I . 1799. \v a hington. D : .. Got. 
Prir1ti11g ffi c 1940. pp. __ 4 . 
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that three principal permanent stations will suffice and that 
these ought to be Springfield and Harpers Ferry which are 
already chosen, and the vicinity of Rocky Mount on the 
Wateree, in South Carolina . .. . that near Harpers Ferry it is 
well known possesses extraordinary advantages for foundries 
and other manufactories of iron. It is expected that a canal 
ere long [will] effect good navigation.9 

Unexpectedly serious illness of General Pinckney's wife prevented 
him from taking the field until late 1799. Replacing General Pinckney in 
responsibility for stationing troops at Harpers Ferry was a competent, 
industrious Virginian, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Parker, commanding 
officer of the 8th Regiment Infantry, who in the fall of 1799 found 
himself in direct partnership with a micromanaging Commander in Chief 
hastening to provide winter quarters for the troops. 10 

From Washington to Thomas Parker 11 

Washington wrote to Parker in adamant terms directing that the 
regiments' encampments should be at Harpers Ferry, and huts be built for 
the troops. 

Mount Vernon 28th Sepr 17 

.. I shall be more pointed in drawing your attention to the Site 
at, or as near, as one can possibly be obtained, to the Arsenal 
which is established at the confluence of the Potomack and 
Shanondoah,for your Encampment. 

I view the Work at that place as important, embracing, as a 
place of Arms, more objects than any other in the United 
States; of course, possessing at the same time, all the other 
requisite advantages which an abounding Country, good 
situation-and strength, can furnish, that it ought to be the 
place at which the 8th 9th & 10th Regiments should be 

9 Ibid.,p.41. 
10 Dorothy Twohig (Ed.,) The Papers of George Washington, Retirement Series, Vol. 4 , 

April-Dec., 1799, Charlottesville, VA: Univ. of Virginia, 1999, pp. 307-308. 
11 Ibid. , pp. 326-328. 
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1' .. ,pical Re,1olutionary \i\'ar hut 

c1 .. .,e,11/J/ecl: rl1<1I /;_ '{J111/Ji11i,1R 1l1e tit <J <Jbjec·t .. \ .. . l /1 e ) ' / 11 { I ) . . 
11111111c1/l_ a .. ~ i\l. (111{/ be11eji1 ecic/1 <>i/1(~ 1- . 

. . 111 /J11i/(/i11<1 1l1e Hitt .. \· . rJ/J .. e1·\ e 1l1e ~ .. r,·ic·te.~t 1·eg1,lc1,·i1)': /11 c1 

,, tJ1·cl~ ,, ir/1 1/1e e:r:r1c111e . .. '1 rif c1 lt ell 01·de1·e<l l11c·c1111p111e111. Lfc·/1 

,,,cI .\ 1/1e 011cl11c1 c,, JJ1·c1c1ic .. e (Jj tl1e 111e1·ict111 1·111,, trJ 1/1e 

101·1/1,t a,·c/. tl111·i11~ ,J1e R 1 olt11io11 i,, 1l1e \\1i11t ,. C£111ttJ11111e11t. 

of it. 
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To Washington from Thomas Parker 1 2 

Colonel Parker together with Colonel Tobias Lear, General 
Washington's aide and private secretary jointly select sites for the 
encampment. Parker asks for marching orders for his regiment . 

. . . different Situations in the Vicinity of the arsenal at 
Harper's ferry. After the most mature deliberations I have 
with the entire Concurrence of Colo. Lear Given a Dicided 
preference to the Banks of the Shanandoah Just Above Its 
Charles Town Berkley 9th of October 1799 

Sir, . . 1 met with Colo. Lear at this place yesterday morning 
& with him Carefully examined the Confluence with the 
Potomac for Two of the Regiments; and about a mile above & 
Immediately on a Canal which Supplies a Saw Mill for the 
other. 

We Shall be obliged to have Recource to Ground on the Top 
of the Hill About Half a mile Distant from our Camp for our 
field parade.13 

It would be pleasing to me to Receive orders to move [ my 
regiment] to my winter Quarters as early as possible .... 

If you should be pleased to Give me any further orders I will 
thank you to direct to me at Winchester. [The nearest ''Post 
Town'' was Winchester, VA; however, correspondence, 
dispatches, etc. were also carried by military couriers, 
messengers or colleagues.] 

To Washington from Thomas Parker 14 

Parker notes his arrival at Harpers Ferry and proceeds immediately to 
cutting timber for building huts for the troops, but voices pessimism that 
there is adequate timber for slab to cover huts for all three regiments. He 
suggests that federal barracks at Carlisle [PA] are sufficient and can better 

12 Ibid., pp. 341-342. 
1 3 This is the first known reference to the higher ground immediately above Harpers Ferry , 

now called Camp Hill . 
14 Twohig (Vol. 4), pp . 360-361. 
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,1ccornmodate tl1e 9th and 10th regi1nent . Wa hington, however, write~ 
i11 ~ub quent corre\pondence that he i reluctant to have hi~ force in the 
area \O wide l di~p r d. 

"'i1·, /11 Cc,11(·eqi1e11ce of the arra11gement5· that I had 
pre , i o 11 .. \ I .)' 111 c1 cf e I a,,. r ii· e cl h ere on the 22nd I n tan t & 
p1·0 • edecl ! 1n111edic1te/_\1 to C1,tting Ti,nber Jo,,. Huttin g the 
7 .. ,.()0[)5' . 

011 111c1ki11g a11 e5·ti111ate of the Ti,nber & Board or plank that 
l11ill be 11ec·e.~.sc11·y J<Jr C oi e1·i11g tl1e th,·ee Regiment .. ~, I fi11d It 
111te1·l}' /1111J1·a ti ·c1ble to p1·(Jci11·e a SufficienC)', a the Rivers 

c,,., To(J loii f(J T,·a11 .. \·/J01"t it b}· ¾'ater J,-onz the upper Country 
It a1111ot /Je p1·(Jc:u1·ed i11 the neighbo,--liood. Under the e 

Ci,· ·i1111 .r.;1a,1c 5· I l1ai-' e thoL~ght proper to ubnzit to you 
l i /1 et /1 e ,. It 1 i o 11 l ti 11 o t he p ,-LJ dent to order t Ii e 9th & 1 0th 
Reg i 111e11 t • trJ be JJr·o,l ided for ivl1e l""e tl1e) Can be Better 

l' (J111111(Jlil1ted as I t1111 Clea1·!;1 Co11i inced that the Troops 
11111,.vt Lie i11 t/1ei1· Te11tJ· tl1e G1·eate1· part of tl1e vi1inter If the;' 
ti,-e e11t lfJ tl1i.\· JJ/(1c·e. 

I c1111 /1 ifo1·111e(l tl1t1t tl1e1·e a,·e Barrack i,1fficient for Tivo or 
t/11· Regt.~ at Ca,,.li~~·le a11d thcit tl1iti place i~\· u1·roi,11ded h}' a 
R1c/1 ~ JJle11tifi1ll Co1111t,·). 

From Wa hington to Alexander Hamilton 1 5 

,l~hingt n 11ote dirne11 ion of hut . lternative quartering of troop 
i n b ,1 r r a c k ,1 t re ci r i , or a r I 1 le i con i de red bu t u n1 m a r i I 
di~ r11i"~cd for a nun1ber t .. rea on . 

101,111 \1 1·11011 26 Oc·1o!Je1· 1799 

. . . (J/o f)a,·ke,· .fi.r cl llp<J11 a .. /JOI \\ l1i /1 ClfJ/Jea,·ed, 011 e, ,-) 

c1 <Jt1111. 1/1e 111()~i..t c,·011, e11ie111 Jo,· /11,tti11g a11{i {iete1-111i11ed 1l1c1t 

1/1e /11,t ( l1 l1ic·l1 ,1,e1·e to /Je /J11il1 b., 1/1e olclie,· ) ~11011/d be 
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made of rough logs, 16feet sqr each ( to contain 12 men) and 
covered with slabs ... 1 have repeated to Colo. Parker that the 
Troops should be hutted in the manner they were in the late 
war, which he must well recollect . 

. . . it is, in my opinion, unnecessary to make any arrangements 
for quartering the 9th and 10th regiments in the places which 
you suggest, vizt. at Fredericktown and Carlisle. From the 
view which I had of the Barracks at the latter place in the 
year 1794, I am convinced that the expense of repairing them, 
[to be] fit for the Soldiers during winter, would be much 
greater than of building huts. What the situation of the 
Barracks at Frederick town is, I am unable to say; but I 
presume they are not much, if any, better than those at 
Carlisle. And, at any rate this dispersed situation of the 
troops would defeat a primary and important object, I mean 
that of having them in one body, where they can be under the 
eye of a General Officer, and where the disciplining and 
training the Soldiers can be much better effected than if they 
were in detached Corps. 

To Washington from Thomas Parker 16 

Parker continues to expre s disappointment about the inadequacy of 
timber to build huts in the conventional manner prescribed by Washington 
during the Revolutionary War. He report going to Frederick to inspect 
the Maryland State Militia barracks. 17 

Camp near Harpers ferry 31st Oct,--1799 

.. . You Can Hardly Conceive how this Country has been pillaged 
of Timber proper for Slabs. There is not a Tree on the public 
Ground fit for the pi,rpose & the few tlwt Could be obtained in 
the neighbourhood wood Come Higher than plank which may be 
Sold when the public have no further Use for it at Very little loss. 

16 Twohig (Vol. 4 ), pp. 381-382. 
1 7 These barrack were the same that housed He ian pri oner of war during the Revolution, 

French ailors captured during the Quasi-War, again with Briti h soldiers in 1812, then used 
a a ho pital during the Civil War where both Union and Confederate oldier were treated. 
Pre ently it houses the Maryland State School for the Deaf 
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.. 1 /1c1/l f?<J to f ,·ed -;,ric·k To\1l11 this· da}' to exa,nine inlo the 
1

lt11 ~ of 711e Bc11·1·a ks at tl1at JJ!ac~e i,1 ase It s/101,ld be found 
11ec·e.\\.filll~) t<J Qt1a1·te1· <111y· cJj. tl1e TrooJJ5 there. 

To Wa hington from Tobias Lear 1 8 

25 

c>lonel ear pre~ nt .. an excellent and thorough report of late 
ctob r - arl o ember which clearly ummarize the difficultie of 

in. u1~fi ier1t timber .. in spite of which exc ptional progre i made. He 
de"cr·ib . tl1e field alignment and r port the di po ition of the 8th and 
9th Regiment~ to Harp r • Ferry with two companie of artillery, and the 
l 0th Reg1n1cnt to inter at arli le. 

Mc,1111t \ 'e ,·11011 41/1 oi' I 799 

.. . Tl1e diffic~t,Lt_ ivl1ic·l1 apJJeared in getting plank &c. 
s·1iffic·i 11t to C'CJi'e1· the l1ut. for thr·ee Regis at Harper's Ferry, 
a11cl t/1e c/{Jubt 1't·l1ethe1· t/1e JJl1blic groi1.nd ¾-'ould affo,·d even 
lfJg e110L1gl1 {{>1· tl1e l1Ltl,'i, deter·n1i11ed C<)lo. 1°arker to go to 

f ,·ecle,-i ·k tCJ\1111 to e.tc1111i11e the tate CJJ the Barracks there. 

l· e c,c .. c 01·cli,1RI) i1·e11t o\:e,· to t/1at JJlac·e on the 3 I st of· Oc--tr 
i, l1e1·e lt e fcJt111cl 1l1e Bt11·1·{1c·ks in the ,no.s·t rui11ous c .. o,zditio,1-
1 he 11 a k e cl it' c1 I/ .. \· 5· t c, 11 di, 1 g l 1 it /1 (Jut a ,,. o of o ,- floor, w h i ch at 

011c:e ciec·ided. tl1c1r 11ot/1i11g CCJL1lcl be done to re11de1· the,n 
l1a/Jttc1/J/e fi;,· T1·001J .. s· tl1c1t it1i11te1·. A,1d J1ere ~11e lear11ed ivith 
ce1·tc1i11t)·. tl1c1t c1 Battali{J/1 of rtiller>, ( Major Hoops') wa.\· 
01·de1·etl f,·0111 elri YrJ1·k to tc1ke U/J tl1eir tt i11te1· qua,·ters at 

Hc11·1Je1· • .. \ .. Fe,·,)· .. .a11d 111i(?l1t be e.t/Jectetl i,1 aboi,t te11 da~:r; . 

. . . 11d ,. t/1 ·e c·i1·c1 1111 ·tlinc e.'i Colo. Pc11·ke1· was· of [the] 
<JJJi11i<J11, i11 \1 l1icl1 I JJe1f<' ctl)' a .~1·eecl. tl1at it i1--,oi,ld be be!,t to 
(/ i ·11 c, I • /1 c1 Me e, 1 g e ,. to Co I {J . Moo 1· e of t /1 e t e, 1 t J1 Reg t at 
Yo,·kto\t' ll. i11fcJ1·111t11 /1i111 1l1at l1i .. \· ,·eR i111ent c·cJuld 11ot }Je 

a(~ cJ1111110{/(1tecl cit H<11·1Je1·' .. f .. e,·r_), a11d at/\ iL\·i,1g l1i1n 1/1cit 

a 01·cli11 R to 01·cle1· .. \· }1 l1c1cl. 01· 111ig/11 ,·ecei\'e, fro,n Genl 
Hl1111ilto11: it ,, <J11/cl IJe be t to 111a1·c/1 /1i.s Regt to Cc1,-li,~le c111cl 

tc1ke 11p 1/1c11· l/lt{11·1 ,. • i,1 tl1e Bc11·1·c1(·ks 1J1e1·e. 
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.. . To Colo. Hall of the ninth Regt another Messenger was 
dispatched with a letter for Colo. Parker, informing him that 
his Regt would be hutted at Harper's Ferry, and requesting 
that they should be ordered there without delay . 

. . . Colo. Parker's encampment consists of two lines of huts for 
the Soldiers at 12 feet distant. The front line consists of 25 
huts, and the rear will be according to the number of men, 
providing for such as may be expected to be enlisted this 
winter. Twenty feet in rear of the Soldiers, are the huts for 
the Company Officers-and the same distance in rear of these 
the huts for the Field Officers. 

From Washington to Governor Benjamin Ogle 19 

This letter is probably the last correspondence Washington wrote 
regarding affairs at Harpers Ferry- a courteous note answering 
[Maryland] Governor Ogle's letter concerning the barracks at Frederick. 

Mount Vernon, 11 November 1799 

Sir: On my return home yesterday, after an absence of a few 
days, I had the honor to receive your Excellency's letter of the 
2nd Instant, and am much obliged by your polite attention to 
my request respecting the Barracks at Frederick Town. But 
as they were found, upon Colo. Parker's inspecting them, to 
be so much out of repair as not to admit of their being put in 
order for the reception of Troops in due season, measures 
have been taken to provide other quarters. With great 
Respect, etc. 

To Hamilton from Charles Cotesworth Pinckney20 

Major General Pinckney, commander of the southern region, but long 
delayed from the field, finally arrived at Harpers Ferry in mid-November to 
resume command. He notes his headquarters and indicates the 8th and 9th 
Regiments are in place at Harpers Ferry as are two companie of artillery. 

19 Fitzpatrick, p. 423. 
2 c) Harold C. Syrett (Ed.,) The Papers of Alexander Hamilton, Vol. 24, Nov., 1799-June, 

1800, New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 1976, pp. 96-97. 



Hec1cl QI1c11·te1·.v cit l1ep/1a1·d.c:; To~1,,1 011 tl1e Potow,r1c1c· Virginia 
l)e ~,-. l 2tlz 1799 

.. . 011 111_)' c,1·1·ii 1cil at tl1e Ccinto11ment I fou11d a J'n1all house had 

/J ?e11 tc1ke11 tlt thiL\~ 11/a ·e _fcJ1· n1_); Qua,·ter._\·. I hai·e ordered c1 

H11t to /Je bt1ilt for 111e at the Ca11to11rr1ent & sJ1all go tl1ere 

j,"rJ111 l1e11c·e ei)e,-) Tite .;;clci) & retitrn e\'ery Fridc11. Bot/1 the 
Eig/11l1 & i11tl1 R£)gin1ent ,·equire a good deal of drilling, but 
I l1c1\ e exc·elle,1t 111c1terial t(J operate on, for the Soldiers 
Cl/J/J (11· l(J be c1ll _) (Jtttzg. 

eneral a~hington died December 14, 1799 at age 67. 

To Ha01ilton fro1n Tobias Lear2 1 

olonel L ar infor1n~ Hamil ton of General Wa hington death. 

Mo i111 t Ve,.11 (J ,z Del.,-. l 5 t 11 : I 7 9 9 

Dec11· i,·, With tJ1e 1110.~t ~\, i11ce,,.e grief do I communicate to 

·<J11 1l1e i11for111ati(Jn of 1l1e Death of ou, .. belO\'ed General 
~ c1 ... s·l1i11gt<J11. 

1\fte1· c1 s/101·1 c111cl .Se\ e1·e ill,ze.ss of ci/Jottl fl1'e11f)' hour.s, he 
e.,rJJi1·ecl /(J ,'il e,·e1zi11,, betit'ee11 te11 and elei'e11 o 'c/(Jck. He had 

t{1k 11 l'rJlcJ f111cl (J111JJlc1i 11eli rJJ a .. ~(Jr·e t/1rrJat cJn Frid ct_','; bL,1.t 

011 \ill ,·edit 011!_, a. c1 ... c,/ight diso,·de,,.. 011 atiirda_, Morni11g 

c1IJ<Jt1t 3 o ·c:lfJck, he /Jec·c1111e ill . 

. . . Bt,t c1/I tl1e {Ji(l cJJ Meclici11 haci 11ot 1/1e clesired effect. 

B c11·i11 l1i, cli~4,tre .. ,sec/ itt,ario11 tt it/1 tl1e j{Jrtit1,de of c111 Hero, 

/1 retc1i11ecl l1i ... " ('tJ11zJJf>\t1re {111d 1·ec1\011 t(J the last 111ome11t. and 
cli cl, c1 .. \· l1e l1c1cl Ii\ eel, c1 t1·11I_ RJ"ecit I11aI1. 

27 

To Hamilton from Charle Cote worth Pinckne -­

Gt:ncral Pin 'k.OC)1 expre e h1 orro\ on the lo. of a~hington. He 
I1otc \\1ritir1g to ~cretar)' "Henr)' for caJ,,ar. t<.) complete hi for c . 

1 lbicl. pp.100- 101 . 
-- Ibid .. pp. I 1-1 - · 
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complains of the drought, mentions guarding French prisoners at 
Frederick, and notes lack of ammunition. 

Head Quarters at Shepherdstown Jany: 9th 1800 

Dear Sir, I shall not expatiate on our great loss. Not a man in 
America has more severely felt it than myself . 

. . . I have written to the Secretary of War to permit two Troops 
of Cavalry to be immediately raised and stationed here; they 
will be really necessary to enable us to form a perfect system . 

. . . The great drought has greatly retarded the hutting as the 
Mills could not work for want of Water, and we have been 
obliged to haul some of the planks the distance of forty 
miles .... There are one hundred and one French prisoners at 
Frederick Town. The guard belongs to my division, but they 
are within your district . .. . The guard have no Ammunition 
and there is none at the Cantonment, so that I cannot send 
them any. 

To Hamilton from Charles Cotesworth Pinckney23 

In a copy of a letter sent to Secretary McHenry, Pinckney voices his 
strenuous objection to using troops to dig the armory canal which is of 
vital importance for water power to drive the armory machinery. 

Head Quarters at Shepherds Town Feby:10:1800 

Sir: Capn: Shepherd [in charge of construction] of this place 
... informs me that it is contemplated to employ the Soldiers 
at the Cantonment the ensuining Spring and Summer in 
digging a canal. These Soldiers have hitherto been very little 
trained, having since they have joined their Regiments been 
almost constantly employed inf atigue work, and tho' that is 
now for the most part over, yet I have still have very little 
opportunity to train them .... if the officers and Soldiers instead 
of learning their duty, are to be taken off to dig canals, I fear 
that any hopes of their making a considerable progress in the 
military art, will be delusive. 

23 Ibid., pp. 230-232 . 
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To Hamilton from Charles Cotesworth Pinckney24 

Pi11cknc report\ illne \ of troop~ and moveme11t of encampment to 
high ground where he plan to dig se\'en well . The Hill, and it 
st1rrounding ,1rea i~ undoubtedly what later and now i called Camp Hill. 

!)(~c11· S'i1·, ... We l1ai'e lJee11 i'et·\ .~ick/,: he,·e, I e11close \'OU a .,, - . 

1· e /J (J ,. t I 1· e CJ 11 e ,st e cl ft· o 111 t /1 e Medic a I Me 11 . . . 1 hall remove 

11e.:rt ii·eek tcJ tl1e Hill, 1,1 /1e1·e I .flatte,· 1r1yselj~ ¾'e shall obtai11 

l1eci I t/1. I c1111 liig g i 11g lt ell 0,1 tl1e Hill, and hai·e in t1,i10 of· 

1/1e111 c1/1·ec1<i) C(J111e to ivczre,.... .. TJ1is i .. ~ t/1e 0 11l} gr·oi111d on the 

JJLt!Jlic· lc111cl, it1l1e, .. e I c:c1n JJ0S ib/.\ e11ca111p-Tl1e s·ititation i~~ 

/Jc~at1tifi1/. \·e,·_, l1igl1, c111cl /J)' e\·e,·_): i1ifo1·111atio11, l1ealth}'. 

To Pinckney from Edward Conrad, Samuel Griffith, and 
T. M. McDonald , surgeons' mates in the 8th Regiment. 

T/1e f)i.s·ec1 .. \·e t l1c11 at JJ1·e \ e 11 t fJt·ei1c1ils ci1no11g the Sol clier.Y ive 
a,·e i11cl11( eel tcJ /Je/;e,,e .f, .. 0111 it ._') .S'_)1111JJton1~ i .. \' the /Ji!i(Jll .~ 

i11jlc1111111c11fJ1·.)' .fe\,.e1·; it 01·iRi11c11es· .f,·0111 c1 ,,a,·iet): o.f cc1it .. \·e .~ 

L~,, ·/1 c1~~ /cJlt c111ci ci(1111p ~ititcitio11, erl1alc1tirJ11.~· J,·0111 Morasses· 

rJ ,. 1 i I I P CJ 11 cl .. \'" . e. r: JJ o ~ 11 , • e to a cl c1 n1 JJ a t 111 o .'} p /1 e re , 11 c1 rd 

c/1·i11ki11 (.f?, /Jc1cl l1'c1ter, e.xce~si\ e fc1tigL1e, ci,1c/ a cha11ge i,1 t/1e 

111rJcl :1 of life. Oi11· itz,c1ticJ11 [ JJl.(J.r:i,nate to t/1e bc111ks rJj. tl1e 

l1 e11c111cl<Jc1/1 Ri\ 1e1·] i l l<Ji1 · c111d tlze e .. tl1alc111011.\· J,·0111 t/1e ri\·e,· 

i11 1l1e 111rJ1·11i11g c111ti E, e11i11g 1 \ c.·cJ11 .. ide,·able. 1/1e 111e1·eclic111 Si111 

i'",· JJOl\' (~1fi1/I c111d tl1e1·e i.~, 1101 tl1c11 l'L11·1·e11t (Jj c1ir ( Olvi11g to tl1e 
.. ,,111·1·,JL11zcli11g Mo111c1i11~) 1iffic·ie11t to c o1111te1·c1c·t it.\' ejjec·t~ .25 

· o Hamilton from Charle Cote worth Pinckney2
(") 

Pi11ck11e)' r pt1rt tl1e pt) 1ti\,e rc~ult of 1110\1 ing hi " troop from the 
a11to11n1 11t r1ear the he11,111doah Ri\1er to a111p Hill. 

- lbicJ .. Jlp. 4_9 
25 lbid .. JJ. "'I. 
-

0 I bi (I . . p . 0 . 
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Head Quarters at Shepherds Town May 13th 1800 

Sir. . . Since I have removed the Troops near Harpers Ferry 
from the cantonment to the Camp on the high ground [Camp 
Hill], their illness has considerably decreased, very few new 
cases have happened, and those slight. 

General Orders from Hamilton27 

With the increased successes of United States Naval forces, the 
reduced threat of invasion and a land war, and the start of negotiations 
with France, General Orders from Hamilton are given to disband the 
Provisional Army. 

New York, May 18, 1800 

It is the Duty of Major General Hamilton to announce that an 
act of Congress passed the fourteenth instant which 
authorises the President of the United States to discharge on 
or before the fifteenth day of June next all such Officers, non 
commissioned Officers, and Privates as had been appointed 
commissioned or raised under and by virtue of the Act to 
augment the Army of the United States. 

To Hamilton from Charles Cotesworth Pinckney2 8 

Pinckney informs Hamilton of the disposition of the troops at Harpers 
Ferry in anticipation of the reduction of the Provisional Army. 

Camp near Harpers Ferry May 30th: 1800 

... I am busied in preparing for the reduction. Without I 
receive orders to the contrary by the next post, I shall direct 
the 10th: R egt: to march to Pennsylvania to be there 
disbanded; and the 9th Regt: to Maryland, for the same 
purpose . 

27 Ibid., pp. 500-501. 
28 Ibid. pp. 541-542. 
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lthot1gl1 11cgotiation\ with . ranee were initially deadlocked, the 

on e11tion of 1800 wa~ concluded in Mortefo11taine, Fra11ce October 3, 
1800. endi11g the Qua i- ar.2 Wa .. hington and Harp r Ferry qua i­
war a o er. i decade ., would pa befor a real war - a very real 
011e-ca1ne to amp Hill and Harper . erry. 

G e 11 e \· il~i,z .. ~ {1lo 11 g i11itl1 l1i~~ i1, ife , L en11ie, and dailghter, Wil , a,-e 
/Je1·e1111ic1I •• \1rJ /111ztee,·.s- i11 -Pc11·k '' at Ha1·1Je1-s Ferry ational Hi.c;torical 
P<11·k. II 1l11·ee c11·e ,·eti,·ecl a11d lii'e in Ce11tral Texas. 
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Ward Hill Lamon 
By Bob O'Connor 

One of the county's most interesting historical figures remains obscure 
today, even though his friendship with Abraham Lincoln led to his being 
Lincoln's personal bodyguard in his years as President of the United States. 

Ward Hill Lamon was born on January 6, 1828 ''on the ridge'' near 
Summit Point, Virginia. His parents were George Lamon and Elizabeth 
Ward. 1 His time there was short lived, as the family moved to a 220 acre 
plot near the Bunker Hill Mill in the village of Mill Creek, Virginia.2 

The family built a log cabin on what today is the private property of D. 
L. Morgan Excavating Company. The original log cabin is still there. The 
company uses the Lamon family's frame house today as their office.3 

Lamon and the family slave, Bob, moved to Danville, Illinois in the 
spring of 184 7 so Hill ( as most everyone called him) could study under 
his cousin Theodore Lemon to become a medical doctor. Dr. Lemon and 
his two brothers lived in Danville. Dr. Lemon was an interesting 
character. He had changed the spelling of his name to Lemon, even 
though his two brothers in the same town spelled their names Lamon. 

It did not take Hill long to realize there were quite a few doctors 
already practicing in Danville. He chose instead to read to become an 
attorney. The fact that Danville was the county seat of Ve1·1nilion County 
and that attorneys were needed to do the business of the court at the 
county seat certainly helped sway his decision. 

He read for Mr. Stuart, a fo1·1r1er law partner of Abraham Lincoln's and 
attended law classes at the University of Kentucky with money lent him 
by a local judge, Mr. 0. L. Davis.4 He received a license to practice law 
in the Commonwealth of Kentucky on March 5, 1850.5 

1 Lamon family tree project, maintained by the Lamon House, Danville, Illinois. 
vv~vi11 .lamonhouse .org 

2 Today Mill Creek, Virginia is known as Bunker Hill, West Virginia. 
3 The Lamon hou e are off-limits to visitors due to in urance consideration . D.L. Morgan 

maintain an extensive quarry on the site . 
4 Lavern M. Hamand Ward Hill Lamon: Linco/11 's 'Partici,lar Friend,' Ph.D. dissertation, 

Univer ity of Illinois. 1949, pg. 28 
5 Document #695, Ward Hill Lamon collection. The Huntington Library, San Marino 

California, copy of law license of the state of Illinois. 
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\\'ard Hill Lamon 

ollo,\1ing the r·cceipt of hi law liccn .,e he 1·etun1ed to hepherd town 

to ,l k his girl friend, ngelina Turner to marry him. hud Turner, 
ngeline~s father. 'A1ho lived in the Whiting eek. area of Jeffer on 
ount , did not tl11nk Hill wa ' l worth) candidate for hi .. daughter' .. hand 

,111tl 1·ef·us<; to ·tllo\ the m,111-i,1ge. ngelir1e and her ~la\'e Top.~C)' ran off 
\ll i t l1 1-1 i 11 , ,l n d h ~ and n g e 1 in e married o r1 e pt e 1n be r 5 I 8 5 0 . 6 They 
r t t1 r 11 ed to Dan ,, i I I e ~ I l l i no i to 1 i e . 

Hi "" lllinoi la\v licen~ e w,1~ ,1pprovcd 011 Jant1ary 7, I 51 7 and he \\'a~ 
,l ~ i 211 e d to the th i 1·c u it <) u rt <.1 f 11 lino i , the 1 a r g c. t c ire u it in the 

u 11 tr)' . T 11 e .. 1 r cu i t co, c red I 4 c.: o u n tie . n1 on g the c i re u it , other 
,1tton1e) \\1 '1 hr~1)1ar11 i11Cl)ln. 

L ,1111 r1 and Li 11 co In , ,1 Ith o ugh q u it e u 11 I i k e in be ha i or, ha bi t .. a r1 d 

fll! Lin 0111 \\'a, t\\1ent)1 year: older the t\\' O hit it off and beca111e f,1 t 

< ll'l\ l\' .llllC 11 1• 0 111 
7 I t1,11en1 #69 . 
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friends. Mr. Lincoln enjoyed Hill Lamon' s company and especially 
liked the fact that Hill played the banjo and sang off-color songs to 
entertain the legal team on the circuit in the evenings. Whereas Lincoln 
was quiet, virtually a teetotaler, and ''honest Abe''-Lamon drank 
pitchers of whiskey every day, was loud and gregarious, and claimed to 
be only ''basically honest." 

In 1852, Lincoln asked Lamon to become his law partner8 -a 
partnership that lasted four years and was dissolved in 1856 because 
Lamon was elected as the prosecuting attorney .9 

Lamon was a part of the team of Republican supporters of Abraham 
Lincoln's nomination to the presidency at the Republican National 
Convention in Chicago in May 1960. William Seward was the favorite, 
but shenanigans, led by Lamon which included printing bogus ''official'' 
tickets to the Wigwam 10 blocked Seward supporters with legitimate 
tickets getting into the building. Lincoln was nominated on the third 
ballot. 1 1 

When Mr. Lincoln was ready to go to Washington to be inaugurated, 
he chose three men from Illinois to accompany him. He chose John Hay 
and John Nickolay, his two secretaries from Springfield, and Ward Hill 
Lamon. 12 

Lamon accompanied Mr. Lincoln on his train trip across the north to 
Washington. The train was a publicity stunt to allow the voters to see the 
man they elected. The schedule was published in the newspapers and at 
every little town the train passed through, Mr. Lincoln waved to the 
crowds. In the major cities he stayed overnight, attended parties, gave a 
major address and met with state government officials. 13 

In Indianapolis, Lincoln's friends addressed Lamon, telling him 
under no uncertain terms, that they ''entrust the sacred life of Mr. 
Lincoln to your keeping. If you don't protect, never return to Illinois, 

8 November 10, 1852 - Announcement in Illinois Citizen newspaper of law partnership of 
Ward Hill Lamon, Danville, and Abraham Lincoln, Springfield. 

9 November 4, 1856 - Lamon elected prosecuting attorney for the 8th circuit of Illinois. 
Defeated Mr. Packard of Bloomington, 8611 votes to 7479. His partnership with Lincoln 
dissolved shortly after that election . 

1° Convention center and meeting hall located at Lake Street and Market Street near the 
Chicago River. 

11 Hamand, pgs. 100-114. 
1 2 Ward Hi11 Lamon, Recollections of Abraham Lincoln, 1847-1865, pg. 28. 
1 3 Bob Withers , The President Travels by Train, Walsworth Publishing, Marceline, 

Missouri 1996, pgs . 14-24. 
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f )r \Ve will murder ou on . ight.~' rom that day forth, Lamon 
u11offic1all)' became Mr. Lincoln' bod gua1·d. 14 

11 n the train reached Philadelphia on ebruary 21 llan Pinkerton, 
a railr ad dctccti e, told the pr ident-elect that there wa a plot to 
a l a. 1nclt hi111 he11 the train pa ed through Baltimore. Pinkerton 
offerecl t() lead Lincoln through Baltimore a hi protector. Lincoln 
ir1 t ad e11tru ted the ta k to Lamon who helped devi e a plan to take 
Lir1 oln (drc ~ d a~ a woman) and the tr·ain through Baltimore in the 
middle of the night. 15 The plan wa.. ucce fully carried out and Mr·. 
Linc In arri ed .. ai 1)' in Wa hington ahead of their planned itinerary. 

In a hington Lamon a urned hi dutie a unofficial pre idential 
b d guard'' a w II a. hi .. official dutie a United tate Federal Mar hal 
for th Di tri t f olumbia. mong t Lamon ear lie t du tie wa to 
tra I to outh arolina on behalf of Mr. Lincoln tom et with Charle ton 
ffi ic1l rega1·ding th tatu of Major Robert Ander 011 at Fort umter. 16 

hen th i ii ar began Lamon organized a vo]unteer unit of 
irginiar1 "' for th nion ar1n who be ame known a the Lamon Brigade. 

Th ere r cruited from an offi e in William port Maryland. 17 Lamon 
,:l " al o in charge of th fi d ral pri. on in Wa hington, confronting two 

fe1nale .. pie ho h had known from hi ro t in irginia- Belle Boyd 
and olli Pult, both of Mill r k (now Bunker Hill ) . Both were 
Lan1011" ''gue t .. , at th Old apitol Pri on in Wa hington. 18 

Follo~1i116 th battle at harp burg, Maryland on eptember 17 'I 1862 
Pre idcnt Lincoln ent to harp burg to confront General George 

c l llan. The trip CO\ered October 1-4. Lamon accompanied Mr. 
in oln a11d pla)1ed tl1e ba11jo f r the pre ident on the trip. Later when 

<.; 'lcllan ,1nd Linc 111 quared off in the pre identia] campaign'\ pro­
, lell,1n 11C\\' pap r ~ho ed a artoon of Lincoln and McCI llan on the 

b,ittl field .. \ ,1lk111g amc)ng dead and ounded oldier and Lincoln 
a king Lar11011 to pla1 a ill ong. The event that did not happen with 

ldicr pre. c11t (i t \\' ;l t\VO "'-'eek after th battle) became a political 

1 L .. a,11on. p , . . 
1 1·11 1-ifi' of 1\ IJrc1/1c1111 /Ji11 l>/11. pg . 2 . T/1(' Eloq11e11t Pr(' i(/e,11. by Ronald C \\' hitc. Jr . 

Rr,nd<.)111 11 u"c t,;\\' ark. . _oo . p0 . and 11ze Prl'.Sitle,11 Tr·ci,·e/.s b , T1·ai11, pg. 

1 an1c>r1. pg. 7- - 77 . 

17 ll(1r11a11d , pg ... - 0-.... 7. 
18 Rutl1 '-) 1rbor u 11. Bt1lle Bo)'d, i,·e,1 of 1l1e ~ {Jl1tl1. 1

l crccr ni,1
er:il)' Pre.. . 1 acon. 

,J\ . l lJ -l. pg ( nd ~l llie Boltz 111 re,, , of 111i1Jifielll (~1iddle\1-'a)1) \ 1ol . II . Robert 
l.-. 8,t 1 . 
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embarrassment to Lincoln, though he still won re-election. 19 

After the battle at Gettysburg in the early part of July, 1863, Lamon 
was invited by Judge David Wills of Gettysburg to be marshal-in-charge 
of the events on November 19 for the dedication of the National 
Cemetery. Wills' letter to Lamon is dated October 30, 1863. Lamon 
invited each northern state to send representatives, borrowed horse and 
buggies for the dignitaries, laid out the itinerary, the order for the 
procession, and introduced the president when he made his remarks that 
today we know as the Gettysburg Address.20 The only known photograph 
of Mr. Lincoln at that event shows Lamon right next to him. 

As the war progressed, Mr. Lincoln ignored Lamon's advise on how to 
stay safe on a more frequent basis. It was Mr. Lincoln's idea that if 
someone wanted to harm him, there was not much Lamon could do. 

19 Rev. John Schildt, Four Days in October·, self published, 1978; Library of Congres 
photograph by Alexander Gardner; William A. Frassanito, Antietam-The Photographic 
Legacy of America's Bloodiest Day, Thomas Publications, Gettysburg, PA. , 1978, pg. 
277 and The Harpers Weekly website http://elections.harp1,veek.com/ 1864/cartoon-l 864-
medium.asp?uniqueid=Jl &year= 1864 

20 Document # 176 , Ward Hill Lamon collection, The Huntington Library, San Marino 
California, letter from David Wills and copy of official program for the Dedication of the 
National Cemetery at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863. 
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L,1mo11 on the otl1er l1and, carried with him at all time a . mall arsenal ­
co11 i ~1i11g of two Colt .44 pi , tol t o Bowie k11i\e , a black jack~ a et of 
b1·a,-... knt1ck)e ., a11d a ~ word i11 hi cane. He wa al~o ~ ix feet four inche " 
tall ar1d weighed about 26() pou11d~. Earlier i11 hi lit'e he had killed a man 

itl1 ht\ bar l1a11d~ duri11g a t~ight. 
l1e11 Robert . Lee \un·endered on pril 9 1865, Mr. Lincoln .. e11t 

Lan1on to Richrnor1d to help work out detail~ of Recon truction. Lamon 
prote ted, a)1 i11g Lincoln wa. ~till in danger. Lamon urged Lincoln to 
"t,1 in ,1nd specificall., told the pre ident not to go to the theater Vvhile he 
I-Jamon) wa not 1r1 town ..... • 

nc ag,1i11 Mr. Lincoln did not take Lamon ad ice. He went to 
<>rd' Theater on Good Friday. Jes • than a week after Lee' urrender. 

Jol111 Parker, ,t etropolitan Police officer wa brought in to guard Mr. 
Li11l:oln. Parker abandoned hi po t almo t immediately after the 
Pr ide11t and rs. Lincoln were ~eated in their bo a he moved hi chair 
t £!et a better \1iew C)f the pla .2 - John Wilke~ Booth gained acce s to the 
bo., a11d the re ·t i~ hi tor . 

L,1111on belie\1ed for the rest of hi life that if he wa at Ford's Theater'\ 
]()hn ilke Booth \\ould ha e been the only ca ualty. And Lamon 
bcca111e fo1·e\er kno\~/ 11 a~: ~-the irginia11 who might have saved Lincoln.' 

It ~1,1L. La111on ho wa in charge of a large delegation who had to take 
cc1re o1' the dt:t,1il of tl1e Lincoln funeral and hi~ eventual internment i11 

, pr i 11 g t~i e I d . I l l i 11 o 1 s . The f u n er a 1 tr a i n took i rt u a 1 1 the . am e route 
l_i 11c< 111.. . t1·ai 11 had taken to a~h ington .. \\ i th the Pre~ident.. . body bei 11g 

\' ic\\1ed b)' ten of tl1ot1sa11ds of people a. he lay in ~tate each night ir1 a 
l i 1'fer 11t tow11 ~1lo11g the \\' ,l . 2 

. f'ter\\1 ,1rdL, L,1r11on \\ a<.; a._ ked b PreL. iclent John on to ·e1·ve a~ 
P<.)~t111a t~r Ge11era], but h decli11ed.- 4 Heb ame a law partner to Judge 
Jere111ial1 131,tck ar1d hi: ., 011 hat1nce i11 a~hington, D.C. In 1869, he 
~1 'qt1ir d the Li11ct)ln paper "' ot.. illia1n Hen1don f~or four· thou and dollar~ 
,111d l1ired h ,1u11L·ey Black tt1 ·~gho~t writ e ,~ --TJ1 e Life f~f AIJ1·c,l1c1111 

Li11 <J /11 : t ~, .<J111 HiL\' Bi,·1/1 to HiL\' /11aLt 1L11·ario 11 a .\ P,·e.~ide,11.'"25 That book 

- 1 I.Ja n1 11 . p!!. _ 0. 
-- l ... lO)'d LC\\ 1 . 1·11e 1\ ~(1j•:; i 11c1tio11 of /J i11col11. J-Iarcot1rt. B r<1 L l ' ancl Co111pLln ) ' . I 9·29 . 

r publ i hcd 111 1994 b~, 11i , 1c 1 '"' it~' <)f Nebr 1,"a Prt: , pg 46 an<l 4 7 
- ~ Har11ancl. J)l' . 

4 l .. a ,11011. p< . ,· x i . 
-~ I)a,,i I 1-lerb rt D011ald - t .. i 11 oln·s J-ler11don. Bio2raph)1 b)' Da,1id ~lcrbcrt Donald. Da 

ap f)r~ . 1 t:\\ ' ) ' c rk. 't'. 19 (Origir1~1ll)1 J)t1bl , t t,d b)' 1\.l fred . K11 >pf. l11c., 1 e\\' 
)' ork. 19 ) pg. _ - __ 
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with Ward Hill Lamon listed as the author, published in 1872, caused 
great controversy. Three sections of the book were in question, 
particularly by Robert Todd Lincoln, the president's son, who unofficially 
had become the gatekeeper of all info1111ation about his father. Lamon had 
refused to let Robert Todd Lincoln edit the book. The president's son 
gathered up as many copies as he could and had them burned. (Several 
copies of the original book survived, including a copy that resides in the 
Berkeley County Historical Society's collection at the Belle Boyd House 
in Martinsburg, West Virginia.)26 

In 1875-1876 there was interest, including an editorial in the 
Martinsburg, West Virginia newspaper, in supporting Lamon as the 
Republican candidate for Governor of West Virginia.27 He dropped out 
of contention at the convention and threw his support behind General 
Goff.28 He also ran for Congress in the fall of 1876, losing to B.F. Martin 
with the vote: Martin 1840 and Lamon 1618. 

Around 18 80, Lamon wrote a second book at the encouragement of his 
supporters. That manuscript, ''The Life of Abraham Lincoln: As 
President," was never published.29 

Ward Hill Lamon died at his brother Robert's home in Martinsburg on 
May 7, 1893.30 His funeral on May 10 was held at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Martinsburg with internment in the Gerrardstown Presbyterian 
Cemetery in Gerrardstown, West Virginia.31 

• 

Bob O 'Connor is a board member of the Jefferson County Historical 
Society and the author of ''The Virginian Who Might Have Saved 
Lincoln'' - the only book ever written about Ward Hill Lamon. 

26 The book has been reprinted: ISBN 0-8032-7985X 
27 Martinsburg Independent Newspaper, Martinsburg , WV , June 5, 1875; Martinsburg 

Independe11t, January 29 1876; Martinsburg Independent February 26, 1876; and 
Ma,·tinsburg Independent, January 29, 1876 

28 Martirzsburg Independent, August 5, 1876. 
29 The manuscript was edited by the author of this article and was published on December 

28,2010. 
3

<) The Martinsburg Herald, May 13, 1893 . 
3 1 Ibid . 
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fir t-gcneration irginian of Briti. h ance try, Battaile Mu e 1 wa a 
r1ote orthy figure in the po t-Revolutionary hi tory of what i now 
Jef'fer~on ount . a 1oung man, he mo ed to the county where he 
\ orked for man year. a. ar1 agent for George Wa hington and ~eve1 .. al 
(>tl1e1,. Tidewater planterL who had e tabli hed plantation in the lower 

hena11doah alle11 and Piedmont area of Virginia. Sub equently he 
bougl1t lt1rge tract. of land in the outhea t rn portion of Jeffer. on County 
(tl1 n Berkele Count ) where he e tabli hed a farm and operated a gri t 
mill, married i11to a \\'ell-to-do local family and became a prominent 
111 1nbcr of the cor11munit . 

1·e it 11ot for the pre f\, ation of hi oluminou paper and hi 
,1 \ . ociatio11 ith Geo1·ge \ a~hington little information on the lit~e of 
B,1tt,1ilc • U\e '>.1ould b a ailable today. meticulou accountant and 
1· cord keeper, u~e accumulated thou and" of record relating to his 
bu ine ~ tran ,1c tio11\. which hi de cendant pre erved for everal 
gcne1·,1tio11 . Th fan1il ga e mo t of hi paper to Duke University 
where th ·'Battail u. e Pap r\ ,~ are now part of the univer ity s 
Rel .. C>1·c/._'; of 1\11t ~-bellt1111 .. S,01,tl1er,z Pla11tatio115· .2 

f cw otl1cr p,1per\ ha\ e be n depo ited el ewhere including the 
J i-ffer\t)n ou11t u~cum. 3 The Battaile Mu e Bible, on di play in the 
'o u n t )' 111 u ~ c u m , g 1 \ e s con ~ id er ab I de ta i I concern i n g the b i rt h , 
n1,1rri ·igc '" ~ ,1nd de,1th of 1 u e" hi pare11t~, hi wife and her family~ their 
'l1ildre r1. ~111d tl1eir de,cencJ,111t .4 In addition, George Washingto 11 \ 

co1·rc "I or1denLc ,111d d1 'lrie h d light on u~ ~ bu inc inter,1ction 

1 I3attaile , prl1nou11ccd a~ if it \\'ere .. pelted '"battle.!• 
8 '1ttaile l u t: Pap r . 17 1- 1 91. Reco,·lls <JJ 1\111 -be//111t1 .So11r/1er11 Pla11tc1titJ11\·: f "'1·<J111 rl1e 
R e1·l /1,1io,1 l/11·011 1/1 1/1e i11il t\1(11·. crie F: cle~t1on , fror11 the Manu\cript Depdrtment. 
Duke 11i,,er ity Librar)' . Part ". ni,1cr it)' Pl1bl1cation of 1\n1cr1ca. Jsl) in th1 
ollc tion arc do u111ent d,1tinc bet< re 1t1"e ' bi11h \ind after hi death. 

1=or cxar11ple. the 11i,1er.:i t}' of \ 1irginia ldenna11 l_. ibraf)' ha a Balt,1ile Mu~e Rental 
Book , 17 7-179 , 1\LLt: ion un1ber I 00 . \\1l1ich contains rental accot1r1t f <>r Sarah 
r:airfa.x' plantatio11 111 l .. oudoun and Berkele., .... oun t1e 1,hc Jef ler 011 County Mu eun1 

l1~1 three do ttml;nt.= rclati11g to i\1u e' It al bu ir1e transaction.., (1'.1 . PeIT)' ollcct1cJn 
J -I -.-7 I 07. I . 

• i l3att, ile 1 11u... Bible ... dinburgh. L clan(i: tark ancl t1<1rl~ Kerr. J>rinter . 17 9). 
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with Washington and other prominent planters.5 Though a topic well 
beyond the scope of thi s paper, Battaile Muse's papers and his 
correspondence with Washington offer a fascinating glimpse of late 18th 
century agriculture and commerce in this area. 

Family entries in the Battaile Muse Bible 
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Muse's early life to arrival in Berkeley County. Battaile Muse was 
born April 30, 1750, the son of George and Elizabeth Battaile Muse.6 Hi 
father was an officer under George Washington in the French and Indian 

5 The George Washington Paper at th e Library of Congress, 1741-1799 
<http: //lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/gwhtml/gwhome.html/>. 

6 Although a handwritten entry in the Battaile Muse Bible gives April 20 1750, or 175 1, as 
the date of his birth, 1750 appear to be the correct year for the following reasons: another 
entry in the Bible notes Muse's death on March 29, 1803; a record of hi headstone 
in cription indicates that he died at the age of 52 years and 11 months (Mrs. J.M. Miller, 
''Record of tomb ' tones out ide towns." [Charles Town, W.Va.: Charles Town Library, 
1934])~ and March 29, 1803, is about 52 years and 11 months from April 20, 1750. 
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\ ar. 7 c know little of· B,1ttaile u ·e'~ whereabout education, or 
acti ities bet een hi~ bi11h and arrival in B rkeley County in the lat 1770 . 

c rding to the Batt,1ile use paperl , Warner Lewi wrote a ~glowing 
letter of:- 1·ccon1n1endation,·, dated Dec rnber 18, 1775, for the work Mu e 
h'1d do11e a<., a11 t1ge11t t"or Lewi. ' fatl1er i11 GJouce ter County, Vi1~ginia.8 

ub ~equ r1tly Mu\c ser ed b1·i fly with irginia troop during the 
111erican R \ olution and wa5 di charged in October 1777, ~ being unable 

to pe1i 1111 th duti , of a \Old1er .' c According to hi great-grand ·on W .M. 
alto11, U',e appeared to be 1.,a man of frail con titution and hi health 

brok do 11 during th firl t year of the Re olutio11ary War.' 1 
<) 

g nt for George Wa hington and other Tidewater planters . 
Through grant'" a11d purcha, e .. many wealthy Tidewater planter obtained 

,1 t tract. of land in the Piedmo11t and lower henandoah Valley in the 
17()0~. ltl1ough mo~ t did not move to their we tern propertie , they 
11eeded i11co1ne f'rom them, particularly a tobacco production gradually 
e l1au~ted their coa\tal pla11tation . To profit from afar, they u ually 
adopted 011e c)f' two l,1nd-management model , quarter .. or tenancie both 
dep 11dent upon local agent\ . 1 1 

11der the tir~t model ow11cr di ided their land into quarter around 
500 to I 000 acre .. pe1- quarter, which were worked by en laved people and 
111ar1 ·:1ged b)' ar1 O\ er~ec1-. For pl ,1ntation with a number of quarter 'I 

own r\ l1ired lo al agent .. to direct the o er eer • according to their order 
for J)la11ti11g, liar e~ting milli11g, and marketing. 1 2 

ther 0\\111er~, including George Wa hington, divided their land into 
ten ·\nc1e , ty J)tcal11 of' much .. ·maller ac1·eag than quarter ,: rented them 
to tl1e er0\\1 i11g numbe1· of erman cot._ Iri . h and Engli ~h farmer 
n10,1 i 11 g into tl1e area: and hired local ager1t" to collect rent .. remove 
tc11a11t \\ l1c.) fa1 I d to pay rent. and engage new tenant~. 1 3 

7 [ ugl" <llJlha)J f; reer11,111. Ger;1·f!.e \\1fl~\·l1i11g1rJ11: Yo1111g ~V£1\l1i11 11011 ( e,._, York Charle 
~lrib11t:r~ \ t)tl . 1949 \1t)lu111e 1 t -3 9. 

• l3 ntt~1ilc i\lt1,t· f>ap ~r . i11trc du<.:11011. 30. 
l) 1\1111c t\1,1~' l\11ller. 1 49. h 11r ha11d,,,rittt:11 CC>P)' of Vir' . 11. \\ialton·" 1904 note of a \ ' l 11 the 

pr , ioti ) 'C,tr to tl1c h 111c cf hi ~rc,1t-~randpart11t ~. Battailt.: a11d ,1rgaret Mu. e. include 
a t1·1n<I\, ritte11 fJJ)) of tu 11 

· , Rt:\1olution,1J)' \\' ,1r d1,L·h~1rge pJper. 1g11ed b)' Brigau er 
~ncral J. \\1 t:t:don. 0 t<Jbcr I_. 1777. 

•• \nr1e t'" ,,_, 1iller. \V.t\1. \Val to11· 11otc t) rl Battaile 1u e· .. R(;\'Olutionar\' \\' ,tr "iCf\' ice. 
- * 

11 \\ arrt:I1 R. II f tr,1. . fJ{1rt11 / :>/act": 1/1(} l ·~o,·111,111<J11 <Jf C/a,·ke 011111)1, \ , ,,. )i11ia 

i\ladi 011. \\ , '-(>11 "i11 : (1 li .. 011 llot1 t: Publ1 l1t;r. 1999 9-11. 
1 llof tr:.1 10- 11; l)attailc i\lu e J>aper ir1trodt1 tion. 30. 
1 rl(Jf tra - 10: "fl1l: c rge \V,1:-hinbton Paptr letter fro111 Gl:orgc \\J j l1ir1gto11 to Battai)e 

i\ I u .. c . t:: pt e 111 be r I . 1 7 - . 
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A ware of his business acumen, industry, and integrity, many 
prominent Virginia planters, including George Washington, George 
William Fairfax, John and James Mercer, Warner Lewis, and Hugh 
Nelson, hired Muse to manage their western plantations, some as quarters 
and others as tenancies. 14 

George Washington and Battaile Muse. At the end of the American 
Revolution, George Washington returned to Mount Vernon and resumed 
active management of his properties. He turned to Muse to reverse the decline 
in income from tenancies established years earlier on his land in several 
western counties, including what is now Jefferson County. 15 Washington 
knew of Muse's abilities through his close friend George William Fairfax, 
who had employed Muse as an agent. 16 Even though he was not trained as a 
lawyer, Muse's papers reveal that he was well acquainted with contemporary 
legal instruments and their execution and was, as well, a master of many 
aspects of the production, processing, and marketing of agricultural goods .17 

In 1785, Washington issued a power of attorney to Muse empowering 
him to manage his tenancies in Berkeley, Frederick, Loudoun, and 
Fauquier Counties. 1 8 For the next few years, Muse acted on 
Washington's directions and reported frequently on his activities . 1 9 

Washington's diaries also mention two Muse visits to Mount Vernon to 
discuss land and tenant matters. 20 

Muse was apparently successful in reversing Washington's fortunes 
with respect to his western lands because ''[b]y the time Muse was ready 
to tum over the collection of rents to Washington's nephew in 1791, the 
rental payments of these tenants had come to represent a significant part 
of Washington's income. "2 1 

14 Battaile Muse Papers, introduction, various receipts, letters logs . 
1 5 The George Washington Papers, letter from George Washington to Battaile Mu e 

September 18, 1785. 
16 Battaile Mu~e Papers, receipts , letters, logs; Washington also undoubtedly knew of Battaile 

Mu, e through his as ociation with Battaile's father George during the French and Indian War. 
1 7 Battaile Muse Papers. introduction legal documents, letters, logs. 
18 The George Washington Papers, power of attorney from George Washington to Battaile 

Muse, September 20. 1785. 
19 The George Washington Paper contain 75 letter exchanged between George Wa hington 

and Battaile Muse between 1784 and 1797. There are references in their correspondence 
to additional letters not contained in the collection. 

2
() The George Wa hington Paper , diary entries for October 27, 1785, and April 20 1786. 

2 1 ''The Will of George Wa hington: Schedule of Property, Footnote 2, The Paper of 
George Wa hingto11, Univer ity of Virginia http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/documents/ 
will/property .html/ . 
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Tr,1n~c1·iptio11 of the eptember 20 1785 ~ Power of Attorney from 

cc) r g e ,1 ~ 111 n gt o 11 t () Batt a i I e u e g i in g Mu~ e au tho ri ty to act on 
a~hingto11 .. . behalf: 

Power gi en to r . Battaile Mu e. -

I do hercb) autho1~i,c ~ co11~ti tute and appoint Mr. Battaile 
U\e to b collector of Ill)' rent " in the Countie of Berkeley 

Frederick .. Loudo11 and Fauquier: _ and do by the e pre ent 
e111power him to ~ettle with the Tenant , and to make di ·t1·e -­
fc)r tl1e 1·ent~ 011 all ca\e \.\'he1·e it hall be found 11ece ary .- 1 
al o e111pov.1er hi111 to r 11t an of 1ny Lotts which are now 

acant: ,ind \\, here he . hall find the covenant. of the Lea. e~ 
whicl1 ha e already bee11 granted~ _ unatte11ded to by the 
Tena11t. - ~ a di regard of that n1utual intere, t which induced 
1ne to d1spo~e of' my Land 011 the ter1n~ therein mentioned, 
whcreb}' for-feiture~ ,1re incurred· that he wi ll u e every ju t 

·ind prope1· 1nea11L to \et the1n a ide and rent them to other 
011 the 111o~t ,1d,,a11tageou~ tenn , for 1ny u e .. and in my behalf. 

i\cn u11dcr my hand at Mot1nt 
en1O11 thi 20th day of epten1r 1785. 

Geo . a "hington 

1 larriage and famil , . On Ma 12 17 5 ~ when he wa in hi mid­
th i rt ic \.. 1u e m~1rried twent1 -:year-old Margaret (Peggy) Tate ,22 

d,1t1 Q)1 te r of.. ag nu~ Tate I I and 1ar M cCorm ic k Riley Tate. 23 

1,irgaret born i 11 17 65 _ wa .. the third of e en children of the Tate . 24 

Both tl1e Ttlte , and cCor111ick ~ere locally prominent familie . Magnu , 
Tate \\1,1, ac'ti\ t: i11 the ,1ffair of the count) and Cl1,lrle To'vvn.25 He and 
11 i de: c e 11 d a 11 t , bu i I t Be I ,, e de re w h i ch re rn a 1 n ~ to d a 11 ear Ch a1· I e 
l ~o 11. -c~ ,lr\ ' c orn1ick \\a the daughter of Dr. ha1·]e and nn 

j ~ 

- - Blt tl r1i le ,1 ti ,e BI hll;. ha11d \vrittc11 e11tf)1
• 

- 3 •• , .. h~ 1~a1n1I)' of t\lagnus Tate ,1 11d , 1c:1ry orr11ick ... no date http://\>v\\\\' .geocitie, con1/ 

d,11 111c>rrcJ\\'/tat I :0.htr11?20()82 f. 

-
4 Batt,1i le ·1 u. c B iblc. h~tnd\vrittcr1 entn' . ., 

-
5 r=or e an1J)ll;. "f',ttc \\ J t.1 tru tee of tt1c ne,,, tc>,,111 ot Charle · To, 11 1illard K . Bu ·ht)11g. 

I-Ii toric Jcffc t)Jl ou11t)' [BO)' e. Vir!!1n1a: arr Publi hing o. Inc .. 197 2) 43) and the 
t1arl .s TO\\' fl adetll}' (··Q)cl ("'t1arlc " Tc>''-' 11 caden1)' :· JJirir <Jf Jeffe,·. <J11 Far111er ·.\· 

)\d\,o fl/ . harl Tc \\'fl.\\ c 1 \ 1 1roinia. 4 0 tober 2007). 
- '

1 Jeff er 4.)11 O\JOl)' Hi~tori r1l <)'tel_ ' . B 1,11ee11 1/1( Sl1e11011tloc,/1 a 11tl 1J1e Poro,r1cic: Hi. toric 
If 011,es of J iffer ,J11 011111) ' , \\ c'S1 \l irgi11i(1. \ i11 he,"tcr . irgini,1: \\1i11che "ter Printer · . 
I rlL 1990 . 
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McCormick who settled in the Summit Point area, established White 
House fa1·1n,27 and built the fa1·m house that still stands today .28 

Between 1786 and 1797, Margaret and Battaile Muse had seven children, 
four daughters and three sons.29 All four daughters married and had 
children. The oldest, Mary (Polly), married John H. Lewis and lived at the 
Rocks, a farm adjacent to the Muse farm. Members of the Lewis family 
lived there until it was sold by Battaile Muse's great-granddaughter, Anne 
Payne Lewis, in 1940.30 Their three sons, George Augustine, Battaile, and 
Magnus Tate, all died before they were 30.31 None married or had children. 
As a result, none of the Muses' descendants carry that family name. 

Marsh Farm and Muse Mill. In 1789 and 1795, Muse purchased 
large tracts of land in the southeastern part of the county, mostly west of 
the Shenandoah River, from James and Arianna Randolph Worineley.32 

At his death, Muse owned nearly 2400 acres.33 In his letters and other 
records, he referred to his land a ''Marsh Farm."34 Later the name was 
changed to the Moorings. 

Although the house Muse built on Mar h Farm is no longer standing, 
19th century maps show a house between two forks of Long Marsh Run, 
almost due west of the intersection of Kabletown Road and what is now Ann 
Lewis Road.35 The 1809 Varle map of Frederick, Berkeley, and Jefferson 
Counties places the name M. Muse, Battaile Muse's widow Margaret, at the 
house36 while the 1852 and 1883 S. Howell Brown maps of Jefferson 
County show the names James B. Lewis, grandson of Battaile and Margaret 
Muse, and his heirs, respectively.37 The site of the house indicated on these 
maps is a hill with a commanding view of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
27 The Family of Magnus Tate and Mary McC011r1ick 
28 Jefferson County Historical Society 82. 
29 Battaile Muse Bible. 
30 ''Dr. Roy A. Barlow of Minnesota Buys The Rocks' , County Home'' Spirit of Jeffer·son, 

Cha,·les Town, West Virgiriia, IO April 1940, 1. 
3 1 Battaile Muse Bible 
32 Louise Singleton Kemp, ''Battaile Muse, ' Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical 

Society XI (1945):21-23. 
33 Michael D. Thompson, Calendar a11d Index to Recorded Survey Plats in Jefferson County, 

West Virginia (Virginia) Courthoctse, 1801-1901 (Shippensburg, Pennsylvania: Beidel 
Printing House, Inc ., 1984) 1, 2. 

34 Battaile Muse Papers, letters and receipt . 
35 Ann Lewis Road is named for Muses' great-granddaughter Anne Payne Lewis, the last 

Muse descendant to live at the Rock . 
36 Varle. 
37 S. Howell Brown, ''Map of Jefferson County, Virginia," entered in the Clerks Office of U. 

States Court for the Western District of Virginia at Staunton, 1852· S. Howell Brown, 
''Map of Jefferson County, West Virginia'' J .L. Smith Lithography, Philadelphia, 1883. 



Jc.:ffer on ()llfll)' J~ istt1ric,1l \ociety 45 

riti11g i11 1904, . . Walton , Mu e' great-grand on de cribed 
tl1e h<)ll se ,1 .. ~·\1ery n1,1 i, ely btiil t and time ha apparently made no 
irnpre~ io11 upon it.''38 to its .. etting he noted [b]efore me a far a 
1n1 C)'e c,1n re,1ch in e e1·y direction are the acre which belong to The 
1oorin gs_ .. ,, _ c. Ho\lv1e er, by the 1930 wh n Mr. J.M. Miller wa 

.. ' urveying the count}'\ rural gra e ard ~ he wrote that [t]he home i in 
ruin .. '"4 < > 

u e al o purcha~ ed and then operated the Wormeley gri t mill 
~ub\cqu ntl known a~ Mu e Mill 41 along Long Mar h Run ju t ea t of 
Kab]ctoV•/11 Road near it~ inte1· ection with Ann Lewi Road. The mill and 
n1ill pt)nd appear on the 1806 arle and . Howell Brown map of 1852 
and I . - T day th only , i ible remnant of Mu e Mill i a depre ed 
a1·ea along the run on the \.\'e t ide of Kabletown Road corre ponding to 
the . ite of the mill pond. 

Tl1re ~ur e)', of local gra e ard'" mention a family burial plot on the 
ti .. e f ,l r 111 . 4 

- 11 i I e i t e a c t I o cat i o n i not kn ow n be ca u e the 
head\to11 s 'A'ere rein ,1ed year ago, two of the urvey place it back of 
th b'1r11. ccordi11g to a plaque on the nearby Wickliffe Church, where 
the u,e-L ~i fan1il ~or hipped, all the head tone were de, troyed 
e c pt 1argaret u e ~ •. Her head tone ~tand ju t out ide a small 
e11clo ed gra\1e ard tlt tt1 back of the church. 

111 ,1ddition to 1argaret, nine other family n1ember were buried in the 
gr,1\ eyard: B,1t ta1le u e: tl1eir three on : one daughter, Mary Mu e 
Le'A1i ,~ : a 11d three Lev.1i gr,1ndchildren .45 

I... 

- s 1\nr1t; 1a)' .. ~1lillcr "'-' . 1. \Valto11 ·\ note on the Mooring 
' I bid. 

40 i\lr . J .\I . 11illcr. 
•l t l3att 'lilt; l\1U "'C p,1pc-r . i11,c11tor1e . leg,1I docu111ent\, receipt\ 
i • - \ l~1rle Ho,\1cll Bro,,1n. l 2 an<i t 1 · 
~ 1 l\'t r . J . 1 . f\11 i 11 t, r : B e e L i 11 e 11 ~l p t ~ r _ a t i on a l o c t e t ., o f t he D a u g h t e r of t h e 

1\r11~ri an R~\' Olt1tio11 (_ ~D1\R). ··[_C\\ 1 \1u e Gra,e)ard.·· 1 ·0111/J to11e /11~\·crtJJtir) 11 , 

Jt1ffe 1·.\·J11 0 11111_, i\1e.\' I i1·g1111ci ( H~1gcr · to\\'n, 1ar)' land HBP. Inc . . 19 1) 272: 
Gra,1e)',trd "on1n1ittec ··Gr~1,1e ard c>11 ·1·he Mooring •. the Old Lcv.1 Farm:· 
l'1·oceedi,1gJ· of 1/1 /(11·ke 011111.'' Hi ,1(,1·icc1I As .... l JC il1tirJ11 II ( 1942) : 7. tThc report of 
the Gra,'C)'ard < rl'1111i1tet.! i11clud ~ J tl1e ,tooring gra,'C)'ard in 1t ur\ C) of Clarke 

ou11t)'. \ f irginia. gr,t\'C)'ard bt,;cau .. e c, en though ··a large portion of the farm on 
\\1l1i h thi gra,1C)',1rd i lo ;1tt:d lit: ~ in ... \vc t \lirginia . ... [a]ll the na,nc fou11d in 
thi bt1r. in~ gr< u11cl are () clo, el~ c.cl11r1CLlt,;d \\1 itl1 Old\\ 1ckliffe hurch ( 1r1 \ 1irginia] 
a r1 d i t ti rr o u n (I i 11 g ...... ) 

'
1 Ir . J. 1. ~ tiller: 111\'C)'~trd c) 111111ittec . 

4
- ,1r . J .1 1. l\liller: rave 1ard 111111itt(.;t; ; BL loo# ine .. hapter I) \R: 1r 1iller'\ Uf\'C)' 

a11d lht \\1i klifft: hur l1 plaqtic i11di 3lL: that tl1cr ,,,ere buried there 1r1 ~tdd1t1on to th~ 
IO 1 lt1 "'~, but 1l1c; ,,,, o urLL S Jiffcr i11 ,,,}10 the\' \\'ere . ., 
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Margaret Muse's headstone at 
Wickliffe Church 
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SACRED 
to the memory of 

MARGARET MUSE. 
widow of Battaile Muse: 

and daughter of Magnus Tate: 
who was born on the 4th day 

of March, A.D. 1765: and 
departed this life on the 25th 

day of June, A.D. 1830: 
Aged 65 Years, 3 months, 

and 21 days. 
An exemplary wife, mo the, .. 

and mistress, and the friend of 
the poor 

she lived and died a 
sincere christian. 

Inscription on Margaret Muse's 
headstone 

When the current owner purchased the property years ago, an old, 
badly deteriorated barn stood not far from the burial plot. It is not known 
whether this barn , which no longer exists, was the original Marsh Farm 
barn or a replacement. 

Prosperity. Over the years , the Muse accumulated considerable 
wealth , as the following examples illustrate. According to Berkeley 
County 's '' 1798 House Tax and Slave Tax," Muse was among the top 
three percent of homeowners and the top 17 percent of slave owners in 
terms of taxes owed.4 6 Except for one year between 1802 and 1807, 
Battaile Muse or his heirs ranked third in the amount of personal property 
tax owed in the newly for1r1ed Jefferson County .4 7 

In 1802, Muse bought the Rocks house and farm east of Marsh Farm 
along the Shenandoah River. However, a protracted legal battle with 
Ferdinando Fairfax delayed the Muse family's possession of the property 

46 Berkeley County Historical Society (BCHS), 1798 House Tax and Slave Tax of Berkele)' 
County Virg i11ia, (Martinsburg, We t Virginia: BCHS, 2003). 

47 Patricia B. Duncan, Jeffe,◄sorz County Virginia 1802-1813 Personal Prope,·ty Tax Lists. 
(Bowie, Maryland: Heritage Books, Inc., 2003) . Tax assessment were based on the 
number of black males and horses owned. 
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u11til 1810 _Lix ~1r·)1 u e Lewi " ,ind her de cendent owned the fa11n for 
] Q \C 'tl· . 

.; 

use f .. igurcd pron1inentl in the e~ tabli hment of two local chool . 
He helped fi11,tnce the building C)f the Charle Town Academy founded in 
I 795 4

c a11d~ along with three other landowner.. e tabli hed the Union 
cht1ol, which \\'a', built on hi .. property, al o in 1795. so 

f'ter u e ~ death, hi widow Margaret and her two i ter. inherited a 
hor11e i11 l1,1rle\ Town from their father Magnu ... Tate 11.51 The hou e~ 
kno 11 today a~ the Tate-Fairfax-Mu e hou ,e, tand on the outheaf->tem 
cor11er of· ,1n1uel and a t Wa hington treet • .5 2 

D ath at 53. Battaile Mu. e died MaI·ch 29, 1803 ju t a 1nonth shy of 
ht', 5_ rd birthc.i~l)' ~ and fi e day .. after igning hi will. He wa buried in the 

,1r~l1 F --1n11 f'a111ily gra eyard - the first to be inte1Ted the1·e. Hi wife and 
chi ldre11 ~ ra11gi11g in age from 6 to 17 years at the time of hi death 
,ur i,1ed 111111. '5 ""' Mu~e" will di,1ided Mar 11 Farin among hi three ~on .5 4 

1-1 i ~ 'A' i ) I a I so d i rec t e d th at a b r i c k ho u e be bu i It accord in g to 
i11 ~tructic)n~ co11tained i11 the ill on a knoll near the mill on the portion of 

lar t1 F,tr1n inherited b) hi on George.55 oon after hi father death, 
et11·ge ~c)ld tl1e land to Hierome Opie, who had married George' i ter 
,trg,1rct. The Opie famil Ji\1ed in the hou . e until the 1860 • .56 ow 

knc)wn as oodb)1n1e the hou\e ~till ~tand toda . 
T,vo c nturie~ later. In the nearl t\\o hundred year since hi death, 

Battaile u,c and hi relation hip ith George Wa hington have largely 
1·acled fron1 loc,11 n1e1nory. Yet~ through hi~ paper. and corre pondcnce 
\\1itl1 G C)rge W ,1, hi 11gton _ he rc111ain~ alive in the late I 8th century hi tory 
<J f Jef·t·e:rso11 () Unty . 

.. lc,11e R1, \/<._, , . i L~ c, 11(1ti\ ·e of tl1e c·<J l1111)· c111ci ;.s JJCJ1"ti c.·I1lar·l)' i11te1·e!}·fecl i11 tl1e 

l1i'-\'Tl>1·.) of t/1e K c1/1le10 ,i·11 c1,·ec1. 

, i
8 l ... <)tti ... t: \ 1n~ L:t ()Jl Kcn11J. ~•("orrcL t i<)n - Re ·1 he Rock .••• 1agl1~i11 e <JJ tlze Jef.fe,· 0 11 

0 11111, //1.i.;101·1c<1l fJ iet, \ ' ll (19';6). 4 . . _, 
.:&'> 1 J l1arlt..: ' ft1\\ ' Jl f\ ,ldcn1,, . ., 

"'<) l~lla ~la) I urr1cr. ··111c 11ion \ lht1<ll:· 1c1'"~c1;_i11e of tlze .leffe1 \(Jll C<J1111t ) ' Ht \t<>ri(·al 
o iet\ \. I ( 194 - • 24-27 . .. 

1 i\1~1ur1t1. l att: (If ] \ r .. ,,,ill. pril I 1. I 06. Jct fer c>11 Cc)u11t)' \\' il l Book "\un1bcr 1. 432-
4_4. 

-- Jcffcrso11 (Ur11, ll i.., tori al () iet\1 41 . 
J ., 

l-Ia11 1,, ritte11 in ription ir B41ttai)t; i\1u. e Biblt::. 
5 •1 B :1 Lt a i I c 1 ti __ e , ,, i 11. la r t1 '4 . l O "' , J e ff c r o 11 () u n t \ ' \Vi 11 B )Ok 1 u n1 bt= r I ~ 4 9-: 5 . -
• - Battaile l\lu._ c \\ ill . 
s,, l..., ui .. c i11glcton K cn1p. '"Old till : 1u c i\ l ill:· 1aga-i11e of 1l1t1 Jeffe,· __ -;;011 ( ,,1,,11., , 

l l i.sr, ,·i al '"'o i I)' XXI ( ( l) .. " :_ ... 
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James Rumsey 
Steamboat Inventor or Pioneer in 

Steam Navigation? 
By David G. Allen 

James Rumsey will forever be considered as the inventor of the 
steamboat by the people of Shepherd town. George Beltzhoover, Jr., a 
member of the second Rumseyan Society, published ''James Rumsey­
Inventor of the Steamboat'' 1 to secure Rumsey's own claim as inventor. 
Rumsey's steamboat was certainly the best-built and most-advanced of all 
the steamboats in that era, and Rumsey's mechanical genius is 
unquestioned. Miss Ella Mae Turner, Rumsey's biographer, began her 
book on a mission to prove that Rumsey was the steamboat's inventor, 
but in the end, she retreated slightly and titled her work ''James Rumsey: 
Pioneer in Steam Navigation."2 

The title, ''Pioneer in Steam Navigation ," may actually be more 
flattering to James Rum ey than that of ''Inventor of the Steamboat." We 
laud our pioneers, those few who find their way to the prize without 
benefit of maps. Inventors are prai ed, but not so warmly as are our 
pioneers. Upon completing her study, Miss Turner was canny indeed to 
use the words ''steam navigation."3 Rumsey' work did influence the 
whole of steam power, including the future development of the turbine 
engine, not just one watercraft. 

Christopher Columbus is credited with discovering the New World. 
However, Leif Ericson sailed to Newfoundland in 1000, and his 
expedition lived there for over one year. Columbus still gets the credit 
because European colonization began in earnest after his voyage . 

1 George M. Beltzhoover, Jr. , Ja111es Rumsey- In ventor of the Stea,nboat (WV Hi torical 
and Antiquarian Society, 1900). 

2 Ella May Turner, Ja111e!; Rumse)': Pioneer in Steam Navigation (Scotdale PA: Mennonite 
Publishing House, 1930). 

3 A. D. Kenamond Secretary-Treasurer of the Rumseyan Society, James Rumsey and His 
Steamboat, Hi torical sketch delivered before the History Section of the WV Education 
A sociation at Clarksburg WV, November 5, 1937. ''Mis Turner had no intention of 
denying full credit, nor did she consciously hit upon a title that had been used at least 
twenty years earlier. I find that the late Senator William Campbell, of the Rumseyan 
Society, in 1910 gave Rumsey the title of 'the Pioneer of Steam Navigation' and had it 
printed in quotation marks." 
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Jame Rum e 

In 111t1('h the ,1me manner, Robert Fulton get credit for inventing the 
te,1rnbo,1t. Fulton·~ boat .. the Clermo11t, launched tea1n-powered 

p,1 .. engcr ~ ervice on tl1e Ht1d~on Ri\'er in 1807 a11d that i the event that 
h,1 draw11 h1\to1-1 "~ foctJ "' . 

l)r. d\ i11 L~1 to11 "'- 1-ote th,1t ~~Rum .. e becarne a pioneer in attempting 
to 1·ou11d hi\ i11\1e11tio11\ on '->Cience rather than craft knowledge ,' 4 and 
f't1rther .. ·-It , ,l\ tl1e t~1~k of· in, er1tor uch a Rum ey to find a way to 

0\1ercon1e tl1e lin1it ,1tio11~ of trc1dition,1l technology and to find a 'A'ay to 
r11cet n,1ti<..1r1[1l 11eed i11 tr~111 pc)rt,1tior1 .. po\\e1· and other field vital to 

111 c r i ca .. cl e \ e lo IJ 111 en t . ' .. ~ 
Jaine Rum .. e)1 cl,1i med tht:lt he i11\1entcd the teamboat, and that he \\a 

the fir"t t(1 ,ii i ,1 ~tc,1111-po\\/ercd b();lt on December 3 .. 1787. To announce 

hi achie, er11er1t '"' lie qt11ckl)' Ct)rn1nis. io11ed the printing of hi~ pamphlet, 
~ • f\ PL - -' 1 \\'he re i 11 t }1 e p () \\' e 1- c> f' T ~ 1 i ~ f u 11 )' . he\\ n : ~ 6 w h i ch he 
d1 tr·ibtitcJ tl1rougl1ot1t the re2ior1. The importa11ce of· cla1n1in(1 thi feat 

~l EcJ,, irl ""( ". l .... a)' l011. Jr .. J~1111~ . Rt1n1 ~,,: JJiOJlet:r rl t: hnol()l!l"l- \\ e l Virgir1ifl Ht\l()f)' . \ 1ol. 
\I .\ ' Ill tatc.: of\\ c l \ 1irgin1~1. Dcp,tnr11ent elf ulturt .. a11d lli~t )f)' . 19 9) . 
I /;rt/. 

,., Ja111 l<t1111 .._· c)' . ) \ 1~L1\ J\1 ,,,J,e,·ei,1 rl1e ,,o,, r of \ / '/; 1Vt i .\· f11//_)1 ~/1el,111, 13)1 {l 11e1v 

c,11.~1,·11c1e(/ 1 \1c1L .. l1i11t', Jo,· JJ1·0JJ£7 //i11g lloat.s 01· \1t1.\J'(1
/ ., ·, of c111_}' /)111·1l1e11. c, .. £?r1i,1.,·1 1l1c1 1110 .. ,·1 

,. lJJicl ·11·<1<1111 0 1· ri\ ' 1·~. 1,·it/1 lS!.1·ea1 \1
eloc:it)'. p~1111pl1let ( Ber"-tlc)' l . . \ 11\ : J~111ua1y1 17 ). 

Re-litlecl: 1\ /101·1 1·,·earise 011 rl,e i \JJJJ/icc11io11 oJ \tc.1(1111. pa111pt1let Phila Jclf)hia. P : 
Jo epl1 JnnlL' . l)rintcr, i\ Ia)' 17 ~ :l) 

• 
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had little to do with a science or engineering honor. Whoever could win 
the sole patent for the steamboat could then establish steamship routes and 
be guaranteed of non-competitive rights to haul freight or passengers. 

At the time of Rumsey's voyage, the Articles of Confederation gave 
each of the thirteen states the power to grant patents. The patent process 
was greatly influenced by parochial politics, and as such, states granted 
patents to native sons or favorites whenever possible. For example, in 
1784, Rumsey garnered boat patents from his birth state of Maryland and 
his adopted state of Virginia. John Fitch, Rumsey's principal competitor, 
later convinced Pennsylvania (where he built his steamboat) to grant him 
a patent as steamboat inventor. 

There are complications with Rumsey's 1784 patents. He patented a 
boat propelled by poles (the Mechanical Boat), not by water jet 
propulsion which he incorporated in his successful 1787 steamboat (the 
Flying Boat) .7 Rumsey designed the Mechanical Boat as a way to 
navigate the Potomac River's shallows without using a canal and lock 
system. General George Washington envisioned the Potomac as a 
gateway to the west, and he saw Rumsey's boat as a cheap alternative to 
building a canal system.8 

Once built, however, the Mechanical Boat was a practical failure when 
it came to navigation. The boat would lurch to port or starboard when the 
poles dug into the uneven riverbed.9 Rumsey also was unable to 
demonstrate the Mechanical Boat on the Ohio River, a feat that would 
have won him a considerable land grant. 10 The Mechanical Boat, as 
demonstrated for General Washington, was a ''streamboat, and not a 
steamboat." 1 1 Rumsey's 1784 patents do nothing, then, to advance his 
claim as inventor of the steamboat. 

In early 1788, Rumsey received patents for his Flying Boat from New 
York and New Jersey. But John Fitch followed that by writing his own 
pamphlet 12 which rejected Rumsey' s claim. Fitch won patents in 
Pennsylvania and Delaware for his steam-powered, oar-propelled boat 
that he claimed he sailed on the Delaware River in August 1787, some 
7 Turner, 81. 
8 Turner, 13. 
9 Turner, 74-75. 
1 <> Andrea Sutcliffe, STEAM: The Untold Story of America 's First Great Invention (New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004) 7. Congress offered a land grant of 30,000 acres if the 
boat could travel fifty miles per day for ix days . 

1 1 Turner, 14. 
1 2 John Fitch, The Original Steam-Boat Supported (Philadelphia: Joseph James, printer, 

May 10, 1788) 
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three 1nonths prior to Run1~ ey, lau11ch at hepherd town. 
Ju t '>«1 l1e11 l1c needed to mot1nt a ~eriou rebuttal to Fitch, Jame 

Rt1m,C)' left for England in May 1788. H had per uad d influential 
mer11ber~ of the merican Philo ophi al ociety in Philadelphia to back 
hi s i11\ cntion . ome eight en member of the ociety ~ including 
Benj~1111i11 fr,1nklin , formed the original Rum eian ociety on May 9th to 
f1n,1nce Rt1rn e in ecuring patent in ngland and Europe. 13 

Rttm e did ucceed in England, recei ing four Royal patent for 
~1r iou L.' mechanic,11 in,1ention . But the patent for inventing the 
teamboat eluded hin1. Rum e ngli h ver ion of the Flying Boat, the 
<Jl11111bic111 Mczicl did not ail until February 179 about two month after 

hi death f1Ao1n a "troke. 
Th • nited tate Con titution, adopted in July 1788 tran ferred 

pate11t at1thorit to the deral Go ernment. The Patent Act of 1790 
codif'ied thi~ ,1uthorit by appointing three commi .. ioner - the ecretary 
of tate the ~ ecr tar of War and the ttorney General - to approve 
patent~. dmini\tratio11 of the Patent Offic wa handled by the 
Dep,1rt111er1t of tat . 1 

or t1w o year<.... the pat 11t proce'" 5 wa, i11 limbo. tat did nothing a. 
their role i11 tt1e patent proce . had become meaningle . And the F deral 

o emn1c11t could do nothing u11til ongre gave it legal at1thority. 
Rt1rn~e . in I J011do11" could do nothing but fret and tew. On June 6th 

17 9. Rt11n cy \ rote Tho111a. Jeff er "' On in Pari , (then Amba ·ad r to 
1·,1nce bt1t '" on to becom our fir t ecretary of tate) that the new patent 

l ,1 \ L. needc<.l to i11cludc patent. for principle , not ju t a , pecific invention. 
Ru111 ey l1·1d be r1 haggling ~'1th ew York o er hi · boiler patent. ew 

ork \\.IOL1ld 0 111)1 <t) lov Rt11n ey a patent for the boiler he , ubmitted in a 
dr,1v.ri11°: tl1e .. "' tate ref·u, ed to patent Rum C)' • revolutionary new boiler 
dc,1e11. Ru111 cy be ccch d mba .. ador Jeff'er on: •4. ••• Cau e them to 

triIJ tl1e \vorld in ,U1 , ceing and kno\.1ling 1ou Could throw great light on 
th1 ubjc t lJJJOn ) 'OUr return to r11eric~1 ....... 15 

11 11 th 11it d tate Pat ~nt Office opened in 1790, Jeffer. on wa ~ 
11 fl i t e d b _, the t ca 111 boat patent a p JJ I i cat i o 11 he r c e i v e d . Qui t e 

i ro 11 i a 11 )' Jc ff~cr .--o r1 \Va 11 c t a believer in 111 on op o Ii e, of which patent~ 
are a 11 opc1·(1ti11c, in trt1ment. JefferL. on ne,1er ... ~a\ fit to patent an of hi~ 
0\\1 r1 i11, t.: ntio11 \\1l1ich rang d from ,1 rnoldboard plow tt1 a cipher ~1hee] to 

1 - 1 umcr. 11 n. 

1'" ' tll Jiff .107. 
1 ·1 timer. 166-1 7. 
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encode secret messages. 1 6 

Jefferson was also frustrated by the patent process that Congress 
passed-it was taking forever to examine an application. And third, the 
patent process gave weight to the ''first and true inventor'' rather than 
who first delivered a working invention. 17 

This last consideration was almost laughable. All of the steamboat 
inventors had been extremely secretive to prevent industrial espionage. 
Indeed, an incognito John Fitch was discovered snooping around 
Shepherdstown in April 1789. 18 But when the Patent Office opened, the 
inventors had to put their cards on the table; then the men all boasted 
about when they first got the idea of steam-powered boats, each trying to 
prove by solicited affidavits that he had the idea first. 

Secretary of State Jeffer on was left to decide who invented the 
steamboat amongst the competing claims of James Rumsey, John Fitch, 
John Stevens and Nathan Read. Jefferson threw up his hands, and he 
awarded all four men a non-exclusive patent (signed on August 26, 
1791). 19 Thus, none of the inventors gained an advantage. 

The United States Patent Office burned in 1836 with only the index 
books surviving. Historians never had the opportunity to examine the 
documents presented to Secretary Jefferson. Had these documents 
survived, we would see the full picture of American steamboat development 
in the late eighteenth century. James Rumsey's claim would have received 
more attention by historians had the patent applications survived. 

Although Rumsey's technology (boiler, piston-pump and water jet 
drive) was as much as fifty year ahead of its time, he was held to 
comparison with John Fitch's boat which was propelled by bank of oars 
powered by a steam engine. 

• Rumsey' s boiler made operating steam by heating a mere twenty 
pints of water (See description at end). Fitch had to heat 500 
gallons to make steam.20 

• Rumsey' s single-shaft piston-pump would not be patented in 
America until 1840.21 

16 Sutcliffe~ I 04. 
17 Sutcliffe, 114. 
18 Turner, 126. 
19 Sutcliffe, 114-115. 
2

<> Jame Rumsey, A Short Treati e on the Application of Steam, pamphlet (Philadelphia, 
PA: Joseph James, Printer, May 1788). Affidavit No.12 

2 1 Brooke Hindle, Ja,nes Ritmse}' and the Rise of Stea11zboating i11 the United States, West 
Virginia History, Vol. XLVIII (State of We t Virginia, Department of Culture and History, 
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• I r i or to t 11 c 1 1 n g 8 o ,1 t ~ a w at c r -jet prop e 11 e d boat w a ju , t a 
theo1·)1 .

2 - The 1 i 11 g Boat . ailed at three mile , p r hour , the , ame 
"., peed th e.it tl1e team-pow red paddleboat Clermont made on her 
m,11d 11 voyage t\l;er1ty ear. later. 

'"fl1c)r11,1\ J fferson ~rote that Jame · Rumsey wa. the 'mo t original 
,111cl tl1e grc,1test 1nechanical geniu I ha e e e1· . een ... 23 Had Jefferson 
11o t been h ,1n1 ~t,·u11g b) the patent law he might very well have crowned 
J ,1rnc", Ru n1 \ C)' the "" in \1e 11 tor of the ~ tea1nboat.' 

.Jame. Rum y' Boiler 

19 9). . ··111 i \\ ,t dll in, cntion he l Run1,e)] 11c\ er l1ught to patent. but ) eL1r later. 1n 
I l 40 l fe11f)' R. \\1<)rth111gto11 <>btaincd an 1ntlue11tial patent for J dirl:ct coupled pu111p." 

~ E,1,, i11 T l ... 3)' l lll. Jr .. 111e 1\1rJsl 01·i 1 i11t1!. (ln\entiOl1 anct Tc hnolog)' Magazine. \ ol 2. 
I ,Lie SJJrir1g 14 ') 0- ( . ·· Jn I e<..cn1ber l' 5. after 111 retun1 frorn France. [Be11jan1in) 

.. nl11klin ga\'t: a J),1pcr befl)re t)1c 1\n1ertL,111 Philo l1pl11c,1l .. oc1et}1 ir1 whi h he reported the 
011 lt1sicln of l),,11iel B ·n1oul Ii. [ ... ) that a boc.1t 1111gl1t be advc.1r1tageou<-il) dri\'Cr1 b)' the 

fr(..~ ofre,1 tio11 of:ijct of \\'~1tcr ·h:,t back,,,~1rd fro111 it. f~ra11kl1n added 111 O\\'n t1ggc"t1on 
tl1,1t tl1e tct of \\1

-. ter n1i~ht bt: J)fC)dt1 cd b)' a ,1ca1n engi11e. Ru111 c1 c\ idcntl,,, heard abot1t 

Fra11klir1 • ~ propt, c.ll. a11d ht.: de~ignt:d a "tea111boat b,1. ed on th1 pla11.·· 
- \ Tt1 J111~1 "" Jeff er )JJ. Tl1t.? PtJJJ ,. tJJ l lzo111t1 • Jeffe1· .. 'io11. 14:699: ··Jeffer,on to 1() . cph 

\ V i 11 a rd·, 1 1 ar l1 _ 9 , I 7 ) 
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The May 1788 issue of The Columbian Magazine featured James 
Rumsey's drawing and detailed description of his pipe boiler which he 
invented in 1785. 

The conventional boiler of this period consisted of a large, closed tank of 
water heated by a single fire tube. James Rumsey reversed this concept, using 
the large tank as a fire chamber and circulating the water inside a 2'' diameter 
tube. Ramsey's design greatly increased the surface area to heat the water. 
Using elbow bends, Rumsey was able to fit 200' of tubing in the fire chamber. 

Whereas a conventional boiler heated 500 gallons of water to make steam, 
Rumsey's boiler heated approximately two and one-half gallons to make the 
same steam output. Ramsey's efficient coiled tubing design would be the 
model for future steam boilers. 

As there was no pipe available, the boiler tubing was forged by area 
blacksmiths Michael Entler and Jonathan Osborn from iron supplied by 
nearby Antietam Forge. Blacksmiths Philip Entler and Jacob Haynes also 
helped build Rumsey's boiler and steam engine. 

David Allen resides in Clarksburg, WV. His interest in blacksmithing has 
led him to write several articles about the early iron industry in West 
Virginia including ''Jefferson County Ironworks,'' Magazine of the 
Jefferson County Historical Society, Vol. LXX, December 2004, pp. 94-103. 

Mr. Allen is editor of the Appalachian Blacksmiths Association Newsletter 
and also served as president of the group. He is an economist and writes a 
monthly column for the West Virginia State Journal newspaper. 
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''Dear Uncle ... '' 
The correspondence between General 
George Washington and his nephew 

George Steptoe Washington of 
Harewood 

B Walter Wa hington 

[ T : Th ource for all letter and diary entrie cited in thi article 
a Tl1e Pa1Je1· of George Wa/;/1i11gto11 Digital Edition ed. Theodore J. 
ra kel, harlotte ill : ni er it of Virginia Pre Rotunda, 2008 .] 

amuel a "hington mo\ d from th Chotank Creek area in tafford 
ounty (now Ki11g George ounty) Virginia to hi .. new home 

Hare\\ood, in Fred ri k ounty i11 ptember 1770. With him were his 
if'c n11e teptoe II rton a hington their three year old ~ on 

rerd1n,1nd, their infant daught r Lucinda and amuel . on from a 
pre\1 iot1~ 111,1rr1,1g Thornton, Vvho wa~ about 12. Anne wa , amuel 
foL1rtl1 \X.. ife. 1 Tl1omto11 vla the \On of hi co11d wife Mildred Thornton. 

The trip to their 11e horne v.1a made b way of Mt. emon. George 
ash i 11gto11 rccor(icd in hi <liar on eptember 1 , 1 770 '' [i] n the 

\' 11ing m Brothr. arnl ~ l1i wife children came hither from 
r derick bt1rg ir1 their a)' to rcderick_... The oung family tayed a ~ 

guest at t. Verno11 for jt1 t O\er t~o week , . The day after their arri al 
corgc re, rdcd th ' tt he \ a .. ~~[a]t home all d,1 with the Company before 
~11tior1ed :, On epternber , he ''[\\- Jent in the E\1ening fi hing \.\'ith my 

Brother .. \. ar11l. l1arlc ." n ptember IO '~[rn]y Brothr. aml. & elf 
rid to tl1 ill ' 8 '1 'k to Dinner .. '· and again on the 14th, ~~[r]id to the ill 
and Dit l1er, ir1 tl1c for noon \vith m Brother. In th ftemoon went a 
f'i ~" h in e ... , n epte1nb r l .. a1nuel and hi fa1ni ly left for Hare\\ ood .. 

I r1111t1 I ufftred fron1 tub r ulo i . the di ""eJ t: frorn \\1hich he died at ae.e 47 .. and it 1 -
tt1 t1&t1t 1t1at l1e i11fe ted c,,eral of l11 '"'i\'C . t\\'O of \\1l1om died in \\'Cakencd condition 
citl1cr <luri11, r h rtl)' att r hildbirtl1. 



56 The Magazine of the 

their host recording, ''[a]t home all day. My Brothr. Sam. and his wife set 
of in my Chariot for his House in Fredk."2 

Two months after their arrival at Harewood Lucinda died, less than a 
month before her first birthday. In August, 1771, Anne gave birth to 
another son, George Steptoe. In 1774, a third son, Lawrence Augustine 
was born and in 1776, a daughter, Harriott. 

In March, 1777, Anne died of a faulty smallpox vaccination. Her four 
surviving children were Ferdinand, George Steptoe, Lawrence Augustine 
and the infant Harriott. The following year, their father, by then in 
declining health, remarried for the fifth time, to Susannah Perrin Holden. 
In 1780, she bore a son, John Perrin Washington. On September 26, 1781, 
Samuel died from tuberculosis and was buried at Harewood. Within two 
years, Su annah and John Perrin were also dead. The four children of 
Anne Steptoe were then left orphans at Harewood: Ferdinand was 16, 
George Steptoe 12 Lawrence Augustine, 9 and Harriott, 7 .3 

Samuel in his will appointed as executors of his estate his three 
brothers George, John Augustine and Charles, ''together with my 
esteemed friend James Nourse," his neighbor at nearby Piedmont. In 
1781 George was commanding the Continental Army and John Augustine 
lived distantly at Bushfield in Westmoreland County. Charles, who had 
moved to Happy Retreat, his home near Harewood, in 1780, and James 
Nourse qualified as executors of Samuel's estate. 

Following the death of their stepmother in 1783, George Steptoe and 
Lawrence Augustine were placed in school in Alexandria, where they 
lived with the Reverend David Griffith,4 arrangements presumably made 
by James Nourse, who was guardian of the young orphans. 

After nearly nine years' absence, George Washington returned to Mt. 
Vernon from the Revolutionary War on Christmas Eve, 1783. A letter 
from Nourse on January 11, 1784 info1·1r1ed him of the condition of his 
brother Samuel's estate. By letter dated January 22, 1784 Washington 
responded. Regarding Samuel's estate, he wrote, ''[i]t would give me 
great pleasure to render any service to his children; & as far as I can do it 
by paying attention to those two who are in my Neighbourhood with Mr. 

2 Samuel soon repaid the ho pitality to his older brother. On October 6, 1770, en route to 
the Ohio Valley, George, accompanied by Dr. Jame Craik, ''arrived at my Brother Samls. 
On Worthington's Marsh a little af'ter they had dind ... '' This wa the first of several vi its 
George made to Harewood. 

3 Their older half-brother Thornton had married in 1779 and presumably had e tablished 
himself elsewhere on Samuel 's large real estate holding in the county. 

4 The Reverend David Griffith was the minister at Christ Church in Alexandria. 
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George teptoe Washington of Hare,\lood 
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· rit't.ith .. I \\1ill: but to concern my elf in the malle ~t degree with the 
111,111t1ge111ent of their estat s. I cannot.'I" The two in the " eighbourhood, 
of lt . er11on \\ ere George t ptoe and Lawrence ugu .. tine. 

Rt:\ cre11ci 1lr. ,riffith wrot a hingto11 on Jul 12 .. l 784 about hi" 
l\VO )'()ll Ilg C h,1rge. : 

1lr rot1r e .. an ·ecutor of your Brother. will, and the 
et1,1rcli,111 ot .. )' <)Ur ephe\ George Lavv"rence .. ha~ gi e 11 me 
i 11 t r u c t I o 11 . t o f u r 11 i s 11 t h e m \\' i t h c 1 o th i n g a n d e v e r y 
11e<..'t; sar·_ , , \\1 ithout ail)' re triction .. a11d d1 charoe. the Bill~ 
broti~ht l1im .. t'or tl1i, purpose .. \Vith \ef)' great pL1nctuc1lit)1 • It 
i.. rru . th ~., v ere.: but ba<ll., uppl d .. i 11 111a11 re .. pect . .. wl1er1 

t l1 t: ' ti 1· ,. t a n1 e to n1 • : but I ha \1 the at i f',1 ct i o 11 to in f o rr11 
• 

, o u t l1 ,1 t . at th 1 ti 111 e . the)' 11 a, e a ~ u f't'i c i 11 c )' of cloth i n g f<) r 

gr0\\1111g Bt).. . • that. i11 tl1~1t re "' pect. thC)' 'lre 111uch better off 



58 The Magazine of the 

than any of the young Gentlemen who are with me. The 
whole of Mr Nourse's conduct, towards his Wards, seems 
friendly and affectionate-manifests a disposition to do them 
all the Justice in his power, and an earnest sollicitude for their 
improvement in Morals Manners and learning. With great 
truth and Sincerity I am, Dear Sir Your most huble Servt. 

In August, 1784, Washington arranged to have the boys enrolled at 
'' the Academy at Georgetown'' run by the Reverend Stephen Bloomer 
Balch.5 In October, 1784, their guardian James Nourse died. Benjamin 
Stoddert, a Georgetown merchant, wrote Washington on June 21, 1785 
that he had undertaken to supply George Steptoe and Lawrence Augustine 

upon the Death of their Guardian Mr Nourse, without any 
authority, merely because at that time no other person could 
be instructed to do it ... & indeed, neither expected, nor wished 
to continue supplying them longer than 'till arrangements 
could be made for their accomodation by the Gentleman upon 
whom the care of them devolved. 

Stoddert inforrned Washington that the boys ''now board with Mr Wm 
Bailey of this Town, who has a Store- being continually under his Eye, 
he can much better Judge than I can , what will be really necessary for 
them - like all Boys , they are apt to want too much ... " 

Washington was apparently not satisfied with these living 
arrangements. He immediately wrote Reverend Mr. Balch this letter 
dated at Mt. Vernon , June 26, 1785: 

Sir, 

My Nephews are desireous of going to the Dancing School in 
George town kept by Mr Tarterson (I think his name is)-and 
as it is my wish that they should be introduced into life with 
those qualifications which are deemed necessary, I consent to 
it. Sometime ago I expressed my approbation of their learning 
French, & a wish that when you had got your House in order 
to receive them, they might again board with you: Altho' I 
have no occasion [to doubt] the care, attention and kindness 

5 Balch was a graduate of Princeton University and founder of the first Presbyterian Church 
in Georgetown in 1780 . 
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ot· r Ba1lC)' to them, I concei e they can board at no place 
ligabl as at their Pree ptor~ • for it i my wi h that their 

111oral~ a. well a education · may be attended to· & tho I do 
not dc~i1·e th hould be depri ed of nece. ary & proper 
~tn1u~ement , et it i 1ny arne t reque t that they 1nay be 
kept clo e to their ~tudie . I am ir &c. 

• 
• ,1 hington 
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fe \\1eek. 
.. upplyir1g the bo 

later~ Wa hington wrote to Bailey thanking him for 
ith nece~ ities from hi tore but cautioning 

that they ma not be endulged in any extravagance., or with 
an)' thing improper- chool boy of their ize & growing 
hould ha\1 decent but not expen ive thing· their 

ir1 li11ation " too often prompt them to the latter which grow 
upo11 tl1em in proportion a they are indulged: nor hould they 
ha e pocket mone gi en them unle the nece ity i 
apparent , the aJ)plication app1·oved of. 

B) vetnb r. 17 5 Wa~hi11gton oncluded that continuing the boy ~ 

education i11 Georgetown \\'a t o e pen ive. On o ember 22 he wrote 
B·1 lch ·~[t]he expen e att nding the re idence of my ephew in 

eorg.cto 11 \O far e ceed the idea I \\!'a led to entertain when they went 
tl1ere~ that i11 b l1·1lf of their Guardian~ I am compelled to remove them. 6 

He e11tered in hi diar)' the follov.. ing day: ~ ent Mr. haw through 
le r,111<.lri ,l'I t() agree for the chooling _ Board of my ephew George & 
,l\\'rcnce a l1i11gton no at the adcm at George Town & thence to 

tl1e l,1tter place to conduct then1 to th fonner for the purpo e of going to 
ch<>()l at tl1e le andria "adem .~ On o emb r 25 hi diary record : 

•• r. ha\~/ rctu111ed~ ha,1ing remo\e<l George Lawe. Wa hington to the 
)ex,111dri 'l ,1dem)1 fi xcd the1n at the ido Dade . 
\\1,1,hington diar1e report that th t o bo were frequent vi. itor at 

t. \1en1011 during their chool da in both Georgetown and Ale andria~ 
ofte11 a1·ri,1ing in ti111 to ha,,e di11ner with their uncle.7 

0 111 a letter lo \\' illi,1111 Bailt=}' t11 t1n1e da)' .. \\ a hington re oun1, that he had alread) pd1d 
l() Bail \ f "11<1 l dd,trt •• J _ - . I 1.0·· on th bov • a ou11t tor ··tourteen month re ·idencc •• 

~ # 

,ind that till 111 re ,, J 0\\1ing for board and lathing. 
7 E.g .. on \"1turdrl)' , f cbruary 19 l 9 5 .... ,f )' r1ephC\\' Gt:ore tcptoe \.v a~h1ngton ame here to 

Di11nr. 1 ron1 th 1\ ~1de n1)' at George 1" \Vn.'· I-le returned 10 .. chool on onda~, r11oming . 
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In late 1786 Washington moved the boys to the home of Samuel 
Hanson in Alexandria. George Steptoe was fifteen; Lawrence Augustine 
was twelve. Hanson shared Washington's concern for frugality, assuring 
him in a letter on January 12, 1787, that he had 

taken Acct of the cloathes they brought with them, and shall 
take care that they are neither lost or abused. I had advised 
them to send their Shoes to be mended at Mount Vernon, as 
the Tradesmen charge nearly the first cost of the shoes for the 
slightest repairs. If my proposal meet with your approbation, 
I shall see that they are sent; as also any of their cloth cloathes 
that require the Tailor-I think it my duty to promote your 
views relative to their frugality, and shall endeavor to check 
any inclinations they may discover of a contrary. 

George Steptoe's first surviving letter to his uncle at Mt. Vernon was 
written March 2, 1787, in response to a letter not found. 

Dear Uncle 

I receiv 'd your letter dated 27th Feby the contents of which 
give me great concern, sensible of the usefullness of a good 
education and the many advantages which result from it I 
have always made it a primary consideration nor have I 
allowed a thought of dress and plasure to engross my 
attention prejudicial to it. I believe I am rather defective in the 
spelling and writeing of english as I always paid more 
attention to my lattin but I shall make it my particular study, 
with every other peice of advice you shall be kind enough to 
give me. Your letter seems to insinuate that I make my 
brother Ferdinand the object of my immitation I am very 
sensible of his unbecoming conduct and altogether disapprove 
of it: I have other relations who have afforded me a better 
example arid which would be more agreeable to me to follow. 

The letters I have sent to you were wrote in a hurry and 
without much attention I shall here after be more particular. 
Your affectionate et dutifull Nephew 

Geoe S. Washington 
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Th r1ext corre J)ondence between the two is a May 5 1788 letter 
frorn ,1shi11g to11 to hi nephew expre ing hi di plea ure at a report 
f'1-c> 111 amuel Han~on that George teptoe had lept away from 
Han .. on._ home on e ral night .8 The l tter ugge t the demanding 
but affectionate hand Wa hington e erted in the haping of the young 
\e,1 ent en year old character._ warning him away from tho e 
cu\to111~ whicl1 may tend to corrupt your manner or vitiate your 
heart., .. 

Dear eorge~ 

I e terday received a letter from Mr Han on info11T1ing me 
that }OU lept from home three night ucce ively and one 
contr·af)' to hi e pre s prohibition. Complaint of thi nature 
are cxtrea111l, painful to me, a it di ~ cover a degree of 
impropri t in your conduct which at your time of life your 
good en e di er tion ought to point out to you and lead 

11ou to a\roid. ltho, there i nothing criminal in your having 
lept with a ompanion of go d manner and reputation a 
ou a_ ) ot1 ha\'e. et your ab nting .your elf from your own 

lod gi ngs u11d e r that preten e may be productive of 
irregularities and di agreeable con equence - and I now 
i11si t upon it. in the mo t pointed term that you do not 
r peat it ithout the con ent and approbation of Mr Han on. 

11 tron g moti e for m placing you in your pre ent 
lt)dgingl.; wa~ that ou might, in your conduct out of chool 
be guided b)' r Ha11 on, ad ice and direction .. a I confide 
\ er)' much i11 hi di~cretion thi11k that he would requ[i]re 
11otl1ing or· }C)U but what will conduc to your ad antage· and 
,it tl1e (.tge to hich )OU ha\ e now ~1 rrived you mu t be 
apabl of di tingui .. "hing b t e n a prop rand i1nproper line 

of L on du ~ t a 11 d b n i bl of the ad,, ant age or 
<l1 ,1d \ 1antage v hi h ill re ult to ou through life from the 
one or the ther. 

8 l11 an aLLOr11pan)1 i11° lctt~r to Han .. 011. a hi11gton reflected that George teptoe ··11a 
no,\ ~1d, a11 cd t that tin1c of life \1.'h"n 1t i '"' ab~olutel)' r1 et.l: ar)' that hi conduct 
~ hot1ld be regulated b)' ome 1nt=ar1 or other. ocrtion ,s.'ould be e treen1ly painful to 

r11t: but i ad,1i t.:, ren1or1 ~" tran e and g ntile n1ethod\ \\1ill not a11 ~ er the purpo e other" 
I11u t be tak~11 : · 
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Your future character and reputation will depend very much, 
if not entirely, upon the habits and manners which you 
contract in the present period of your life; they will make an 
impression upon you which can never be effaced. You should 
therefore be extreemly cautious how you put yourself into the 
way of imbibing those customs which may tend to corrupt 
your manners or vitiate your heart. I do not write to you in 
this style from knowing or suspecting that you are addicted to 
any vice, but only to guard you against pursuing a line of 
conduct which may imperceptably lead on to Vicious cources. 
Mr Hanson has done you and Lawrence Justice in saying that 
your behaviour since you have been last with him has been 
unexceptionable except in this instance and one more which 
he has not mentioned, and I hope this is the last complaint I 
shall ever hear while you remain in your present situation at 
least, as it will prevent me from using means to regulate your 
behaviour which will be disagreeable to us both. I am- Yr 
sincer[e] friend & affectionate Uncle 

Go. Washington 

Unfortunately, this was not the ''last complaint'' the boys' behavior 
brought about. Later that summer, George Steptoe earned his uncle s 
even greater displeasure when he intervened to protect his younger 
brother Lawrence Augustine (now age fifteen) from a thrashing at the 
hands of Samuel Hanson. The stern letter from Mt. Vernon is dated 
August 6, 1788: 

Dear George, 

It was with equal pain and surprize I wa info11ned by Colo. 
Hanson on Monday last, of your unjustifiable behaviour in 
rescuing your brother from that chastisement which was due 
to his improper conduct; and which you know, because you 
have been told it in explicit language, he was authorized to 
administer whensoever he should deserve it. 

Such refractory behaviour on your part, I consider as an insult 
equally offered to myself after the above communications and 
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I "hall continue to vie it in that light~ till you have made 
~ at1 fa tory acknowledgment to Colo. Han ~ on for the 
offence gi n him. 

It i. a · n1uch m wi h and int ntion to ee Ju tice done to you 
and yot1r Brother a it i to puni h either when it i merited ­
but there are pr per mode b which thi i to be obtained 
and it i to be ought by a ·fair and candid repre entation of 
fa t which can be upported-and not by vague complaint 
di obed ience per er ene or di obliging conduct, which 
make en mie without producing the malle t good. 

o often and trenuou~ l have I endeavoured to inculcate thi 
; d ice, and to hew you the ad antage which are to be 
e p cted fr m clo e application to your tudie that it i 
unn e~ ar to repeat it. If th admonition of friend hip are 
lo t other method mu t be tried which cannot be more 
di agre able to you than it would be to one who wi he to 
a oid it who i.. olicitou to ee you and your Brother (the 
nl remaining on of your father turn out well and who i 
er de~i1·ou~ f continuing your ffecte ncle 
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Thi adn1oni h1n nt brought a qui k reply from George teptoe on 
t1gu ~t . attempting to p lai11 . if not ju tif , hi inter ention on hi 

br<)lht;r· behalf. Hi tone balan e c ntrition with youthful re olutene . 

I rccci d ')' )Ur letter fron1 ol. Han on, and after con idering 
th cc)ntent . think. it nece ar)' to tran mit to you an account 
<. r· tl1 lat occurrence in vihi h ) ou ha\ e b n informed I 
acted ':ln 1n1pr p r part: my object in riting thi Jetter i not 
to e ~ ulpate 01[ 'l t;lf' it i. only to tate matter a the reall 
\\ c re: v.1hi ther 111 con du t ~1 ju tifiable in doing what I 
h [1 \ ' e . I a n1 not a j u d O e . but \.\: i th pl e a~ u re le a e i t to be 
d :1termin·d b)' ' u hen made a 'quainted ith the 
circum tance of the °'a e. ou have been int"ormed that 
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• 

Laurence has attended divine servise but once or twice, if the 
information was received from Col. Hanson I wish not to 
contradict him, but of late he has attended pretty constant, and 
the reason of his absence from Church that day, was on 
account of his coat, but of this also I am not to judge, if Col. 
Hanson thinks proper to correct him I acknolidge it is not my 
business to interfere, neither would I have had the least idea 
of doing it if it had been done in an orderly manner, especially 
since I know it to be your desire; but it was the manner in 
which it was done and the instrument with which it was to be 
perfo1rr1ed that caused my interference; when it happened, I 
was in my way to school, but was recalled by the cries of 
Laurence (which drew the attention of the neighbours) calling 
me to his assistance; upon my spedy return I found him on the 
floor with Col. Hanson on the top of him and a cowhide 
laying on the table, alarmed at this unexpected sight, I 
enterposed, without thinking on what I was about to do, and 
even then I offered no insult to Col. Hanson, but hindered my 
brother from being beat with an instrument which I deemed 
improper to inflict a punishment for so small a crime. This 
was what I did but no more, it was not to deny Col. Hansons 
authority, it was not to call in question the justise of his 
punishment. but I was driven to it by brotherly affection; If it 
has meet with your disapprobation, I am sorry for it, and if 
you continue to be of that opinion, I will make any 
concessions to Col. Hanson, and as what is done cannot be 
undone, I shall persue that only method of atonement for 
folly, to be sorry for it, and do so no more. 

It ony remains that I should express my thanks for your kind 
advise and assuring you that I will never deviate from any 
instructions which I shall be favoured with from you; these 
are the unaltered intentions. Of Dear Uncle Your most 
Obedient Nephew 

George S. Washington. 

The burden on Washington of the never ending expense of supporting 
his nephews was a constant aggravation. He complained in numerous 
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Jett r" to c)thcr~ of his fru\tr,1tion with the re pon ibility of bouldering the 
ccl~t of· tl1cir c,1re brougl1t about by the insLtfficiency of hi decea ed 
brotl1cr ,1111t1e l.. e "tate to 1nai11tain them. George teptoe wa clearly 
,l\\1are of' th1, bu1·den when on February 19 .. 1789 he wrote hi uncle to 
1·ec]Llc~t 1110 11e f 01· clothe\. 

ln1peled b nece \it)' I now ~et down to write you the 
following li11c~ .. in which I am obliged to inform you of the 
grec1t ant we are i11 t,.or a few thing~ which I would not have 
troubled 1ou v.1 ith could they have been di pen ed with; for 
kno~1 i11g tl1e embarra\ 1nent under which our e tate labour at 
pre~ e 11t tipon ,1ccount of that debt which it owe to Mr 

lcxa11der: a11d th,1t it i~ intirely by your goodne that we are 
e11,1bled to r· mainc i11 TO\\'n: I ~hould think my elf very 
t111j t1 st1t'iab le i11 requcL ting any thing but what wa really 
neces ,1r ... Tl1e (,bo\·e mentioned article~ are a follow a pair 
ot' breeche a1)iece a hat a pare of L hoe and buckle for me, 
a 11d ,1 fC\\l pocket l1a11dkerchief . Dear ncle I remain your 
l1u111ble ·t11d <luti f'ull ephew 

I . . pl ,1 e to de'- ire tl1e f 1r~t of your er ant who come to 
To\\111 to c,111 ,1t r H,111 on\ a there i ~ ome thi11g which I 
\\' C u Id \\ i ,11 to h,1 \ ' C repai1·ed. 

;) l11 l1i ,,,ill. \\ a t1i11gtor1 forga\'C tl1c debt <}f ··,1ear fi,,c thou~,inti d<)llar ... 0\\1cd for the 
arll\ t111t he a J,,ilnccd f<lr th~ t1ppcln and cdtil:ation of }11 l\\'O ncphc,,, 

1\11cl ,,,11crcas. l\\' ll otl1er l1r1, l f 111~ ,11<.l drcea cd brother L ,1n1uel. na,ncl)' . Gt.=orge 
tcpto \\1ast1i11gto11 ' l...,a\\' re11t.L· \t1gust111e \\: J hi11gton. \\CJ-.;. b)' the dect:,t,e of tt1o~e 

trJ ,,,11c).._·e are tl1 ~~, \\'Cfc; )r11r111tted. brougl1t under ITI)' protc ·t1on. arid ir1 t)r1~cqc h,1, e 
a io11ecl ~ld,1a11 e tl il 111)' part for tl1cir educ,1t1011 at ollege and other cht ol . for 

tJ1eir boar 1. loathi11g c1
' oth --r i11 idcntal e. pcn"e . to tf1c ar11ount of near fi,,l; tt1ot1 .. an(i 

i0Jl,1r o\ er a11cl abc}\' C the u111 " ft1r111 11 ,ll b)' th "Ir l lctte. \\'ch ,t1111 111a)' be 
i11 011, cr1i 111 for the111. or tl1c Ir tath ·r·.:: [~ tJte l<) rt=fUll(l . J do for tl1e,e rea. 011, c.t (}Ult 
111 111, r1nd tl1 .., aid :t,1te. frcl111 tilt pa)1n1 i.r1t ll1ercof. )' intl:ntion beir1g~ that all 
a ot1nt b "t\\ "c11 1t1t:111 , 111t::, and tt1L"1r f~1ther· ~""t~lte a11J 111e. "hall .. tand b[1la11ced. 
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The Electoral College met on February 4, 1789 to elect Washington 
first President of the United States. The vote was not official until the 
ballots were opened before both houses of Congress, which was to meet 
in New York on March 4. However, a quorum was not present until 
April, and Washington was not formally notified of his election until 
April 14. It was while waiting for Congress to confi11n his election-a 
foregone conclusion-that Washington wrote George Steptoe from Mt. 
Vernon on March 23, 1789. Written as ''your Uncle & friend," the letter 
imparts guidance more of a father to his son-from a man who was 
himself childless to a young man, now eighteen, who had been fatherless 
since age ten. Even as he contemplated the leadership of the new nation 
he took care to instruct George Steptoe on the conduct necessary to 
''giving you respectability.'' 

Dear George, 

As it is probable I shall soon be under the necessity of 
quitting this place, and entering once more into the bustle of 
publick life, in conformity to the voice of my Country, and 
the earnest entreaties of my friends, however contrary it is to 
my own desires or inclinations; I think it incumbent on me as, 
your Uncle & friend, to give you some advisory hints, which, 
if properly attended to, will, I conceive, be found very useful 
to you in regulating your conduct and giving you 
respectability not only at present but through every period of 
Life. 

You have now arrived to that age when you must quit the 
trifling amusements of a boy, and assume the more dignified 
manners of a man. At this crisis your conduct will attract the 
notice of those who are about you; and as the first 
impressions are generally the most lasting, your doings now 
may mark the leading traits of your Character through life. It 
is therefore, absolutely necessary, if you mean to make any 
figure upon the Stage, that you should take the first steps 
right. What these steps are-and what general line is to be 
pursued to lay the foundation of an honorable and happy 
progress, is the part of age and experience to point out. This I 
shall do, as far as is in my power, with the utmost 
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chearfulne\~: and I tru t that your own good ~ en e will ~ hew 
) 'OU the nece \ity of following it. 

The i'ir~ t and great object with you at pre ent i'" to acquire by 
indu tr and application~ uch knowledge a your ituation 
enable ou to obtain, and a~ will be u eful to you in life. In 
doing thi t o other 1n1portant object will be gained be ide 
the acqui itio11 of knowledge - namely, a habit of indu try 
and a di relish of that profu ion of money & di ipation of 
ti111 hich are C\' r attendant upon idlene . I do not mean 
b a clo application to your tudie that you hould never 
enter int tho e amu ement which are uited to your age and 
station. Th y ma be made to go hand in hand with each 
other- and, u~ed in their proper ea on will ever be found 
to be ,1 mutual a i tance to ach other. But what amu ement 
arc to b taken and when i the great matter to be attended 
to . Your own judgement, ith the ad ice of your real friend 
\\'ho 111'-l)' ha e an opportunity of a per onal intercour e with 
you can point out the particular manner in which you may 
be t . pend 1our mom ntL of relaxation'\ much better than I 
an at a di tan e. One thing, however I would trongly 

i1npre upon you iz. that wh n ou ha e lei. ure to go into 
om pan that it . hould al · ay be of the be t kind that the 

plac ) ou are in will afford· b thi mean you will be 
con'-- tantl in1pro ing 1our mann r and cultivating your 
111i11d \ hil )'OU are rela ing from your book • and good 

on1pan) will alway b found mu h le expen ive than 
b,1d. ) ' ou cannot off r a an e cu e for not u ing it, that you 

a1111o t gain admi I n ther - or that you have not a proper 
att ntion paid )' OU in it; thi i an apology nemade only by 
th '--, \\1ho e man11 r are di gu ting 'I or who. e character i .. 
x 'eptio11able: n i ther of Vv hich I hope will ever be aid of 

)'OU. 

uch 111ore n1ight b aid to ) 'OU'I a a young man upon the 
11e 'C '"' ity of' pa i11g a du attention to the rnoral vi rtue'-- : but 
th1 n1a\1 • p rl1ap , more properly' be the ubject of a futur 
l t t r \\' h n 'o u a r ab o u t to n t er i n to the \.\'or 1 d . If o u .. 

o n1 p I )' \\' i t h t )1 e a d \' i e h e re i n g i \' e 11 t o p a ., a d i I i g e n t 
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attention to your studies and employ your time of relaxation 
in proper company, you will find but few opportunities and 
little inclination , while you continue at an Academy, to enter 
into those scenes of vice & dissipation which too often 
present themselves to youth in every place, & particularly in 
towns . If you are determined to neglect your books, and 
plunge into extravagance & dissipation nothing I could now 
say would prevent it-for you must be employed, and if it is 
not in pursuit of those things which are profitable it must be in 
pursuit of those which are destructive. 

As your time of continuing with Mr Hanson will expire the 
last of this month , and I understand Doctor CraiklO has 
expressed an inclination to take you & Lawrence to board 
with him I shall know hi determination respecting the 
matter; and if it is agreeable to him & Mrs Craik to take you I 
shall be pleased with it, for I am certain that nothing will be 
wanting on their part to make your situation agreeable & 
useful to you. Should you live with the Doctor I shall request 
him to take you both under his peculiar care-provide such 
clothes for you, from time to time, as he shall judge 
necessary- and do by you in the same manner as he would if 
you were his own children; which if he will undertake, I am 
sensible , from the knowledge which I have of him, and the 
very amiable Character & disposition of Mrs Craik, that they 
will spare no proper exertions to make your situation pleasing 
a[nd] profitable to you· should you or Lawrence, therefore 
behave in such a manner as to occasion any complaints being 
made to me-you may depend upon losing that place which 
you now have in my affections-and any future hopes you 
may have from me. But if, on the contrary, your conduct is 
such as to merit my regard you may always depend upon the 
warmest attachment & sincere regard of Your affectionate 
friend & Uncle 

Go: Washington 

1 <> Washington's old friend Dr. James Craik and his wife Margaret Ewell Craik agreed to 
board George Steptoe and Lawrence Augustine. The two boy moved to the Craik' 
Alexandria home in April. 

• 
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The final ,ur i\1 ing letter from Wa hington to hi nephew dated 
.., bruar)' 5~ 1790, sets plan for George teptoe and Lawrence Augu tine 
to j i11 their uncle i11 Philadelphia, the new ~eat of government to tudy at 
the ni rsit of Penn .. 1,,ania. 

Dear G orge, 

gr abl)' to the promi e which I gave to you in Virginia I 
h<.t\1 1nade the nece ar enquirie re "pecting the cour .. e of 
tt1die ., and pence.. \:\- hich would enable you and your 

Brother Lawr·ence to fini .. h your education at the college in 
tl11 plac , provi•d d ou are Ma ter of tho e book and 
tuclie , hich you informed me you had pa ed through. 

Tht; nclo~ed ,l count of tudie and e pence which I wi h 
you to r tur11 to me ou will e i~ under the hand of the 
re\·erend Dr mith Pro o t of the College and may therefore 
be relied upon for it~ accura y- fter you and Laurence have 
carefull)1 peru. d and well con idered the enclo ed tatement 
I ist1 )' Otl to determine whether you will com or not - If 
)'Our det r111ination hould be in favor of coming on I mu t 

i1npre s thi upon 1ou both in the tronge t manner viz.­
That ou come ith good di po .. ition and full re olt1tion to 
pur ue ) our tudie losel , confor1n to the e tabli hed rule 
~1nd cu tom .. of th ollege - and to conduct your el e on 
all <.)CC~l ion . Vt ith d cen and propriet . To you George, I 
\\ ould n1orc p'1rticularl)' addre .. m elf at thi time\ a .. from 
., our ,1d\1anced age it ma be pre urned that uch ad\1ice a I 
a,11 abot1t to gi,,e ill make a deeper impre ion upon you 
tl1ar1 upo11 , ur Broth r \ a11d our conduct ma ery probably 
111~1rk th line of hi : But._ at the ~ame time Laurence mu ~t 
remember that thi ~ i quall11 appli able to him. 

l1ot1ld ) 'OU enter upo11 th cour e of tudie~ here n1arked out 
)' u 111u t con ' ider it a the fini . hing of) our ducation, and 
tl1 rct·or , ,1 th ti111e i. limited~ that e ery hour m1~pent i 
]o --- t ft)re\1 r- and th,1t future e,1r cannot compen ate for lo~t 
da) at thi p ri d of) our life. Thi~ refle tion mu t ~hev.,· the 
n ~cc it , f an unremitting appli ation to 1-our tudie .. . To 
p< int Clul tl1e i111portan c c>f ir un1~ pection in )'Our 011duct~ it 
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may be proper to observe that a good moral character is the 
frrst essential in a man, and that the habits contracted at your 
age are generally indelible, and your conduct here may stamp 
your character through life. It is therefore highly important 
that you should endeavor not only to be learned but virtuous. 
Much more might be added to shew the necessity of 
application and regularity, but, when you must know that 
without them, you can never be qualified to render service to 
your country, assistance to your friends, or consolation to 
your retired moments, nothing further need be said to prove 
their utility. 

As to your clothing, it will, I presume, cost much the same 
here as in Alexandria - I shall always wish to see you clothed 
decently and becoming your stations; but I shall ever 
discountenance extravagance or foppishness in your dress . At 
all times, and upon all occasions I shall be happy to give you 
both such marks of my approbation, as your progress and 
good conduct merit. 

If you determine to come on, you had better do it 
immediately, and Major Wa hington will furnish you with 
such money as may be necessary for the Stage and expences 
from Alexandria to this place. 

But I must repeat what I have before enjoined, That you come 
with good dispositions and determined resolutions to confo11r1 
to establishments and pursue your studies. 

Your Aunt joins me in love to you both, and best wishes to Dr 
Craik and family . I am dear George, your sincere friend and 
affectionate Uncle. 

G. Washington. 

P .S. The Gentleman at whose house you can board, as 
mentioned in the enclosed paper, is, I am informed, well 
acquainted with Dr Craik, from which circumstance you may 
be able to learn something of him. 
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lthough the ~·e11c] ed paper' ha been lo t , it may ha e direct d 
1corg teptc)e and hi brother to the rooming hou e run by the Payne 

f an1il where th y lodg d while tudying at the univer ity. Both of them 
braduated in 1792, and the fo llowing year George teptoe married Lucy, 
one of~ the Payne <laughter . The newlywed oon ettled at Harewood, 

h r the following year Lu ' old r widowed i ter Dolley Payne Todd 
and J,1n1 , adi on came to be married. 

eorge t pto Washington died from tuberculo i on December 10 , 
I 09. He wa 7 year old. 

Walt r Wa hington i an attorney who live and practices law 
in harl Town. 
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''My lot has been cast. I am a son o 
Virginia. & Her destiny shall be mine.)) 

Logan Osburn 1 

''Avon Bend'' Jef Co. Va June 6th, 1861 

By P. Douglas Perks 

In 1810 the first census taken in Jefferson County, Virginia recorded 
11,851 residents. By 1860 Jefferson County was home to 14 ,535 
inhabitants a twenty-three percent increase. Of that number roughly 
seventy percent were free white citizens. Twenty-six percent of the 
population was enslaved. There were just over 500 free blacks, about four 
percent of the total. 

Charlestown, the county seat, had finally become the largest town in 
the county by 1860. Harper's Ferry was a close econd in size followed 
by Shepherd's Town. Bolivar with its growing population of armory 
workers was next. The village of Middleway was the smallest .2 

The economic engine of Jefferson County, Virginia was agriculture. In 
1860 there were 463 farms in this part of the Lower Valley and they 
included some of the most productive in the commonwealth. Most were 
small farms with no more than 500 acres.3 There were only twelve farms 
that cultivated more than 500 acres. None were larger than 1,000 acres. 
As testimony to its rich farm land, Jefferson County was the leading 
wheat producing county in Virginia in 1860.4 

The 1860 census report included a demographic snapshot of the United 
States. One category recorded the number of white men between the ages 
of 20 and 59 , roughly the productive years of a white male in the mid­
nineteenth century. In Jefferson County there were 2 ,125 men in this 
category. 

Jefferson County residents were citizen of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia in November 1860. In less than five years Jefferson County 
found itself included in the new state of West Virginia. This is the first in 
a series of articles that will examine the events that occurred in the 

1 Logan Osburn wa a successful farmer and owned approximately 1,300 acres in the 
Kabletown area that included the farms Avon Bend, Avon Hill , and Avon Wood. 

2 1810 and 1860 population figures from existing United States census records. 
3 1860 census records for Jefferson County indicate that 356 farms (seventy-seven percent) 

had between 100-500 acres. 
4 Jeffer on County farms produced 422,514 bushel of wheat in 1860. 
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tr,1n 1 tior1 from Jeff er "On ou11t ~ irginia to J ff~er on Cou11ty ~ We t 
• • • 

1rg1111 ,1. 

11 ue da)' - o ember 6th I 60. 1. 57 Jeff er on County men went to 
a pt)lli r1g place to '~l t their ote. A number of local and tatewide political 
JJO itio11\ needed to be filled. but b far the office that wa on everybody' 
111ir1d " ',l \\,'h() \i\C)uld be the 11ext man to re ide in the White Hou e. 

Rcflccti,1e of· th divergent opinion o er what cour .. e the nation hould 
,et. there \\'ere four~ not the u\ual tvvo, pre idential candidate . With tifty­
t'A' () percent of ot . ca. t, John B 11 and the Con titutional Union Party 
\VOn in J 1~fer 0 11 aunty . The outhem Democrat and John Breckinridge 
g,1r11ered l\\ent -fi,, pe1·cent of the ote. urpri .. ingly tephen Dougla 
got th .,upport of tw nt -three percent of the electorate.5 Although 

br·t1l1a1n Lincoln and hi. Republican party 1·eceived eleven vote in next 
dl)t)r 11 ighbor Loudou11 ou11ty he got no upport in Jeffer on County. 

l tl1 nd of the da Be1·keley Hardy ,·6 Loudoun, and Morgan 
ount1e~ jo 111ed Jeft' r on in upport of Bell. Clarke, Frederick a11d 

Har11pshi re7 tl1rew in with Breckinridg . A ide from a re" pectable 
shO\\' t1f ti pp rt in Jeff er" on~ Doug la ga ined 1 i ttle traction in the 
L w r Valley. There were no ote cat for Lincoln. 8 Virginia 
f'o llo\\Cd tl1e le,1d of Jeffer on County and Breckinridge won her 
r·i ftee11 electoral ote, . 

Bell~ ictor in irginia wa b the limme~ t of margin . John 

Brecki11ridg ca1ne wi thin a whi , ker of winning in Virginia.9 The 
pre 1dential el ction of I 60 mad it cry tal clear that Virginian were 
t=qt1all di\tded (1n the late ~ right i 5 ue - roughly one-half of her 
pc )pl , tIIJPt)rted B 11 a 11d hi~ b Ii f. in the Con titution and a co11tinued 
Ltni 11 <)I' tl1e . late. and one-half , upported Breckinridge and hi belief in 
tl1 O\'er·eigrlt)' of a tatc. 

Tl1e elc tion of braha1n Lincoln a. th 15th pre. ident added fuel to 
tt1~ I,.ire ot· th national d bat O\ er the i~~ue of tate~ • right . The fire 
c \' t; J1tu~1ll)' bt1m d out of ontr<1l u11til it cemed to om that the union of 

t,ttc had f'a1led ~ and that the proper our. wa tor tum to the day. 'Nhen 

- 1 1(1 l f tt1L ,c \'( tcs arne frfl111 the l{arper·, r;crr)' preci11ct - a long-tin1c Den1ocrat1c 
tronghc Id . 

< I 11 I t1 d I p I t e ,1 t d a)' ra 11 l o ti r1 t ) ' . 
7 lnclt1ded prt e 11t d,l)' ~li11er~1I l)UOl) . 

R brahar11 l_. i11 ()111 re ci,1ed ,1 total f I .l 7 \ 'Ott:. in \ ' irginia. 
(> lr1 1t1e I prc"' idt 11tial clt!"'ti n. Bell ,von ir2inia \\'ith 74.4 

7 . .25 1 111ar2in f I - \ 'Ole . 
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sovereign states were joined voluntarily in a confederation. On December 
20, 1860 South Carolina became the first state to repeal its approval of the 
adoption of the Constitution. 

Soon Mississippi, then Florida and Alabama followed South Carolina 
out of the Union. But, the question on the collective mind of a now 
divided nation was, ''How goes Virginia?'' 

The answer to that question would soon be forthcoming. Governor 
John Letcher called for a special session of the Virginia General 
Assembly to be held on Monday, January 14th, 1861 . The purpose of the 
ession was to deter1nine Virginia's position on the issue of secession 

from the Union. The General Assembly decided that Virginia's position 
would be determined at a state-wide convention to be held on Wednesday, 
February 13th, 1861. Each county would elect delegates to attend the 
convention. The convention was empowered to debate the is ue of 
secession and make a proposal which then had to be ratified by a 
statewide referendum. 

According to Millard Bushong, ''the most important meeting ever 
held'' in Jefferson County occurred on Monday, January 21st, 1861. 10 

On that date the same men who had just two months earlier cast their 
votes in the presidential election met at the Jefferson County Court 
House. They assembled at a public meeting to determine who would 
represent Jefferson County at the upcoming Virginia Secession 
Convention. 

The results of the meeting were announced in the Alexandria Gazette: 

The Southern Rights party in Jefferson Co., Va., has 
nominated the Hon. Wm. Lucas and Andrew Hunter, esq., as 
candidates for the State Convention. The Union party in the 
same county have nominated Col. A. M. Barbour and Logan 
Osborne, esq. 1 1 

The men who supported States' rights were represented by two men 
well known in Jefferson County. William Lucas was a member of one of 
Jefferson's oldest families. Born on November 30th, 1800 at Cold Spring 
just south of Shepherd's Town, Lucas studied law under Henry Berry of 
Shepherd's Town and Judge Henry St. George Tucker in Winchester. 

10 Millard Bushong, Historic Jefferson County, Jefferson Publishing Company, Charles 
Town, West Virginia, 1972, p 144 . 

11 Alexandria Gazette, Friday, January 25th, 1861 Page 2, column 2. 
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u 'a n1arried arah Rion and in I 26 the inherited Rion Heil! and 
\ 1 r ,1w it c pan i n. pon arah' death Luca married Virginia 

Bcdi11ger . tl1e daughter of Daniel B <linger. They were the parent of 
Jud 0 e ,1niel B <linger Luca . Luca practi ed law fir t in hepherd' 
To 11 tl1en in harl to n. He wa .. a del gate to the Virginia General 

\\ 111bl 1 i11 1 7- 1 8 and repre ented Virginia 15th Congre ional 
01 tr·i t in 1839-1 41 . Lu a , wa a delegate from Jeffer on County to the 

ir i11ia on titution 011 ntion held in 1 50-1851. 1 2 

Lu 'a~· 1·unning mate wa I al attorney Andrew Hunter well known in 
the ounty for h1 role in the pro e ution of John Brown. Hunter wa born 

arch 22nd I 04 in Berk ley County th on of Colonel David H. and 
l11abeth Pendleton Hunter. Hunter graduated from Hampden- ydney 
ollege ,t11d th n ~" tudied law. In the 1850 he built Hunter Hill on the 

c,t t bo1·der f harle town. Hunter practic d fir t in Harper Ferry then 
in harle to n. He \.\, a~ a Whig pre idential elector in 1840 .. a member of 
the Virginia en ral .. embl in I 46 and the Virginia Con titution 

nvcntion in I 0-1 51. 1 3 

ucc1L and Hunt r w re running oppo it two men who repre~ented the 
ni on Part . lfred Madi on Barbour wa born April 17th , 1829 in 

ulpeper ount .. irgini i11to on of irginia o]d t familie . Barbour 
was ,1 graduat f the ni er ity of irginia and Har ard Uni er ity 

chool f La . He began hi . practice of law in Charle town. On 
De mb r _4th .. 1 5 Barbour a L appoint d uperintendent of the 

nit d , tat .. ' 1111or)1 at Harp r~ Ferry. H wa immediat ly faced with 
ever bud0 t ut .. but Barbour handled the cri i w 11 and earned good 

n1ark from hi up rior\ at th rdnan e Department. In October 1 59 at 
th time of John BroVv n~ attack on the ar1nory Barbour wa in ew 

n ° land \1i 1ting the pr1ngfield rmory and the me Manufa turing 
01npa11 . H learn d of th raid \\ h1l i iting amuel Colt in Hartford 

.. l)nncct1 ut. H hun·ied home t Jeffer on Count and arrived back in 
1-f a11 r' • e 1-ry n to b r _ I t . 

rchibald Kitzm 1Jl r .. the acting up rintendent Ma ter rmorer 
B nj· n1in ill ~ and a~ t r a hini~ t 11ni tead Ball had all had been 
h I<l ho tag b1' BrO\\'n and hi men. Barb ur a left wi th the ta k of 
re t ring alm and rd rafter th thre da 1ege. 14 

1 
- 13 u ,. hong p 4 1 . 

1 l3t1 hone p 
1 

• tenitt R milh . H arpe,· F er,·)' r111or , c111<l tl1e e\v TecJ111 o lo .)' .. omell n1\er 1t 

, ltha , c,, 'r ork 1977, p ( 1104. 
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The other pro-Union candidate was Logan Osburn. Osburn was born 
March 23rd, 1810 in Loudoun County, Virginia. He received his 
education at the Catoctin Academy located in Loudoun County. In the 
1830s after he married Hanna Leslie the O bum's moved to Ohio. There 
he pursued a number of vocations including new paper editor and hotel 
operator. After the death of his wife, Osburn returned to Virginia where, 
in 1840 he married Margaret Chew Osburn. In 1843, the O bum family 
moved to Jefferson County. Osburn bought the property in the Kabletown 
district known as Avon Bend. While the house wa being renovated 
Osburn owned and operated a store in Kabletown. The Osburn family 
moved to Avon Bend in 1848. From 185 I -1852 he co-owned Shannondale 
Springs. In I 856 , Osburn built and moved his family to Avon View. 
Osburn represented Jefferson County in the Virginia General A embly 
from 1857 to 1858. 15 

1 5 Adeline Osburn Palmer's hand-written biography of her uncle Logan O burn. In the 
document collection of the Jefferson County Museum, Charle Town, We t Virginia. 
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0 11d,1 , ebrua 4th, I 61 wa the day de ignated by the irginia 
e11er,1l \~e1nbl for each count to el ct it d I gate to the ece ion 
Il\' 11ti n. J ff r\ on' lectorate once again went to the poll · . 

or1 i tent with the re\ult ot"" the pre ,idential election the men of 
Jcr·1· r on aunty oiced th ir upport of the Con. titt1tion. Barbour and 
() bun1 capttired I 43 \ ()te and I, 50 vote~ re pecti vely. Hunter 467 
"t)tc~ a11tl uc,1. ' total of 4 0 \ 'Ole confit 1ned that in early February 1861 
Je1'fer on our1t} wanted to 1·emain in the Union and would end two men 
t Rich111ond ho 'A'ould ot in oppo ition to . ece ion. 1 

Th thre mc)nth p ri d fr m th fir t of February to the end of April in 
186 1 i arguabl th mo. t important 90 day in our ation hi tory. 
Duri11g tho.'e 2 160 hour . men from around the Commonwealth met to 
de bat ar1d to decide irginia' fate. 

1n<.)ng the do un1ent archi at the Jeffer on County Mu eum i a 
olle 'tion of· Logan 0 . burn~ corre pond nee. In luded in the collection 

,1re r,11 Jett r rittcn by 0 .. bum during thi critical time in hi tory. 
Re,1ding \bum ob er ation of how e ent tra11 pired during irginia 
~on\ cnti 11 afford u a fr nt r w eat a hi tory i being made. 

The i14ginia "'ece . i n on ention opened on W dne day, February 
13t11\ I I in Rich1nond irginia. The Mechanic In titute at the foot of 

ap1tol quare wa\ ~elect d to be the con ention ite. John Janney 
delegate fro1n Loudoun Count wa. elected pre ident of the conve11tion. 
Janrlc), op ning r mark~ et the tone for th con ention: 

It i ,\· ot11· c/1 ,n· <J11 c1 11 (Jl·ca ~io11 like tl1i. t o elevate oi11·/.;elve i11to .,, 

<Jll c1t1110 .. \p/1e1·e, i11 i1-'l1ic/1 fJllrf) /JCl ,~. io11 a,zd JJrejudic·e can11ot 

e ... r:i.\·t - io c·r;11cli1c t all oi11· delibe1·atio11 l1-'i tl1 c·al111ne .s a11d 
ll i ,\"<lc.>111 c111d to 111t1i11tai11 , ivit/1 i,~fle.rihle fi1·n1ness, ,11l1ate, ,e1· 

J)O ·it i(Jll \t'e 111 (1)' fi11(/ it 11ec·e'" S(l l·.,· to ll .,;; ~lf111 e . 1 7 

Fr 111 the op ni11g da the debate o er irgi11ia' future was both 
P'l "1011 ·1 te a11d orn ti m heated. n ebruar.. 21 .. t ~ 1 6 I Waitman T. 
\\' illc .. ' . d 1 gat t'ror11 nongalia ount), poke to th conv ention. \ the 
debate pr ~re t.:d th i u of lo)1alt had bee11 equated with upport for 

io11. \ i 11 )' a rt d the lo11alt of the itizcn~ of' hi .. part of· the ~ t,1te, 
\\'· t m ir2inia~ a11d in,1oked th m mor of irginia greate t 1ne11: 

I ,., 13 ll ., h O ll L p I 44 . 
17 \\1c t \ 1irginia 1\ r l1i, c , H 1 tt)I) . l1ttJJ:/ll\1lV\t' .l,,, , 11/t111·e .c-,,·r?.ll1i "tOr)1/ ... l(itel1oo(i/o rdi11r111ce 

of, c io,, ./11111/. cpten1h~r _nd. _QI 0. 
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Sir, there exists not within the broad limits of this great State 
any people more loyal to its interests than the people of the 
North-western part of the State-any people readier to defend 
her rights to the death. When did we not come up to the full 
demands of justice to the East on all questions? Never; but, 
sir, we have a record upon this subject-a record written in 
blood. I stand here representing the sons of sires who fell in 
your defence in the war of 1812 . .. . Your soil is consecrated 
with the memories of the loyalty of the West, because it 
contains the honored remains of some of her bravest and 
noblest sons. Why, sir, your honor is her honor; your interest 
is her interest; your country is her country; your faith shall be 
her faith; your destiny shall be her destiny. 

But sir, it seems that we love the Union too well. That seems to 
be the measure of our offence. If it be treason to love the 
Union, we learned that treason from you, sir-we learned it 
from your great men-from your Jefferson's, from your 
Madison's, your Monroe's, and from others of equally 
illustrious dead; and we have learned it from the living, little 
less distinguished men who are recognized as leaders at the 
present day, and who need but the consecration of death to 
place their names on the same roll of immortality. Above all, 
we learned it from the Father of his Country, the greatest of 
Virginia's sons- the greatest man that ever stood upon the tide 
of time. As I passed down by his monument the other day, and 
gazed upon it with the reverence with which every American 
heart must contemplate his memory, I could almost imagine 
that I heard falling from his sacred lips the admonitions he 
gave us in his Farewell Address, bidding us beware of 
sectional dissensions, bidding us beware of geographical 
divisions, and instructing and conjuring us to regard the Union 
as the palladium of our liberties; to look with distrust upon any 
man that would teach us any other doctrine. 18 

Willey certainly brought out the big gun by admonishing his fellow 
delegates to recall the words of The General in his ''Farewell Address." 
Who would argue with that? 

1 8 Ibid. 
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But argu the did. i id proof of the pre ure brought to bear on pro­
nion d I gat i~ clear in th following letter ent by Logan O bum to hi 

father-in-law Balaam burn who wa back horn in Kabletown. The letter 
ha .. b en tran crib d ju ta it wa written on March 11th l 861 while Logan 

a \till in Richmond. There are no change to pelling or grammar: 

G,· cit e.r:c·ite111 11! co11tinue to exi t in our councils. The 
01it icle JJt11·po .. s·e i e ceedi11gl_ offensive. The sensation 
cli /Jatc .. he , .. epill, ii1e to con ervati m. All manner of means 
,·e/i<Jrtecl to cif.fe t our action. Th,-eats have been made to drive 
o,,r /Jod)· ft·o,n t/1e coni1ention l1all at the point of the bayonet 
if }Ve fc1il to /JG .. an ordina11ce of ecession. We are threatened 
ii,it/1 c--ivil lva,·, by' timultuo upri ing of the people if we hold 
0111111L1 h /011ger i11 ottr effort to pre erve the union. 

cleleg(it of l1igJ1 respectability approached Robt Y. 
0111·c1ll 111}' ·elf la t 11igh t a we lvalked the hall of the 

J1otel inqt,i,,.ed of Mr. Conrad if any important vote would 
be tcike11 l<Jda) ? nd a igned a the rea on of hi inquiry 
t/1c1t l1i • c·o11 titi,ent.. ii:e,,.e about taking tep to l1 ithdraw 
}1 i 111 fr tJ 111 t /1 e co r1 i-· en ti o 11, with a view of defeating its 
Ltlti,nate c1 tio,z, if it wa l .. omme11ced no one c·ould tell 
\11J1 e 1· it ii)o11lci e11d. He desi,·ed of cour e to go home and 
c11·1·e .. s·t it. T J Ra11dolph of Al be marl e i.. he re & .. <;ays the 
('111i1· c"o1111T) i .. 11oii) f<Jr ece io,z. That the}1 do not look to 
t/1 c1cti<J11 of 1/1i ,o,1i'ention for c111y relief, but the spring 
el ec·ti<Jtl ,,,i II .. \ ec'1Jre c, g ,·eat niajorif) of .. sece sJ·ioni .. <;t s to the 
I e , i • l c1 t l11· e . TI 1 ) i1 ill t /1 e 11 c· all a 11 extra s e .... s ion thereof 
c, ,·cler c111 el ctio11 Jo,· a,1otl1er C<J11i-'e11tio11 secede &c. &c. 
Y 01, 111L1 ... ~t rl1 e1· fo,·e lookoLtt for reliable union cc111didate for 

tlze le i L\·lc111,1·e. 

I 1·ec1ll, 1/1i11k 1/1 ·ec· L io11 /Ja1·t) are erioitsl) damc,ged. It 
c11111ot IJ ? po .. ·ible tlzat L eI1L ible 111 e 11 ( c1 I k11ow 11za11y of then1 

<11·e (Jj ·c111 111i11tl Ol1lcl ,·ejoi ce ( c1.s· tl1e_, do publicly) abo11t 

1J1e l1ot I ... ~ cit e\ e,· i11clic--c1tio11 of colliL~ io11 henveen the Jederc1l 
(11 ,1/1(J1·iti .._\· a11d 1/10 ... <Jf t/1 ecedecl ~rate ... . Rtl111ou1--s J1ci1 e 
1·ec1c/1 cl /1 r tl1i.. , e11i1zR 1/1c,1 tl1e c111thoritie .. ~ at Wa l1i11gton 
l\ ill \\ i1/1d1·c1,,1 C{jo,- 11tl r .. 011 fro,11 Fo,·t i1111te1· ( I trit t i,1 
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God it is true) it is regarded as a signal of peace & really the 
secessionists are gloomy and desponding & regard it as a 
trick to delude & deceive the people. 

Wm C. Rives delivered an address at the African church in 
support of the report of the peace congress at Washington on 
Friday night last, which was characterized by distinguished 
ability and irresistible arguments. He is an accomplished 
orator and gentleman. Geo W. Summers commenced his 
exposition & defence of the report before the convention to 
day. He looks & talks like Hector, reasons cogently argues 
with sledge hammer force & clinches it with ten penny 
wrought nails as he goes. He gave way to a motion to adjourn 
without finishing will resume in the morning and has already 
proven to every man open to conviction that better guarantees 
are provided for the institutions & interests of the South by 
the support of the peace conj erence than by Crittendon' s 
amendments. I spent an evening at I. M. Betts last week, I 
reg,·etted your absence. His independent manner of speaking, 
honesty, candor, & frankness almost captivated me. He is 
possessed of an extra-ordinary mind, unequaled simplicity of 
manner-and conversational talent. One of Virginia's noblest 
sons & one whom she will yet rejoice to honor. I am proud of 
his acquaintance, for it has entirely removed a,i ill-founded 
prejudice I honestly entertained. His views are not ultra, but 
based upon sound constitutional doctrine, maintained by 
concli,sive argument. Yours &c. 

''Threats have been made to drive our body from the convention hall at 
the point of the bayonet." With one sentence Osburn communicates to his 
family the serious nature of the convention s proceedings. Surely there 
was similar sentiment on behalf of pro-Union forces. But, Osburn affords 
us the opportunity to view the frenzy that swirled around the convention 
delegates, and he also made it clear that regardle s of the pressure the pro­
Union contingent was still holding strong. 

There is clear evidence that pro-Union delegates dominated the 
secession convention. After weeks of debate the que tion of secession was 
finally put to a vote. On April 4th, 1861 an ordinance of secession was 
proposed and was soundly rejected. Forty-five delegates voted in favor of 
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the ordi r1,1nc ,tnd ight -five oppo ed it. True to their commitment made 
lien elected, b th Barb ur a11d O burn ca t vote in oppo ition to 

, ce 10n. Following Jeffer ~on ' lead, the Berkeley Clarke, Frederick 
1 ,imp hir , Hard and tidoun d legation all voted O." The only 
1.-.yi_..J ,, \ otc f~ron1 our ar a wru ca t b John Orrick from Morgan County. 19 

But d legate who a urned that th matter had been decided were in 
error. The con ention did not adjourn. In tead., they continued to debate. 

n pri l 4th_ th e e of th country we1·e focu ed on Richmond 
ir 0 inia. ~v r on await d the an .. w r to the que tion: ''How goe 
irginia·. ,, fter irginia' r ounding ~ upport of the Union and the 
on ,tituti 11. th hand on th an i ty gauge mov d back a few notche . 

B tit the r s pi t \\' a. to b ho rt -Ii d . 
t 4:30 . . on pril 12th l 61 the ountr ollective igh of relief 

t1ddenl became a ~ harp ga p of di tre . The Confederate force at 
harlc ton~ uth ar·olina fired on the nion garri on at Fort umter. In 

re ·p 11 n pril I 5th Pr id nt braham Lincoln i ued a call for 
7 .000 thr month olunte r , to i11cli1de 2340 1nen fron1 Virgi11ia to put 
d \\1n tl1 ~"in\urrection ' in outh Carolina. 

ith thi ne\J ~ th d liberation at th irginia ece ion Convention 
took ,1 dif'fer r1t tack. In a lett r written on April 17th to hi wife, Logan 

burn r fleet d both th mood at th con ntion and al o the mood of 
prt)- ni 11 delegate : 

It i l 11 o 1 t /J !l 1 e e, 1 I e, 1 a 11 cl e I e \' e 11 o c Io c· k at n i g h t and the 

c· (J, 1 \ e 11 ti o, 1 i .~ till i 11 s e .. ~ i o 11 . I pa i 1 • e d off , t ' it h a gent I e-man of 

t /1 e l' J) /J< J \ 1 t 1 i lie f o ,. t/1 e 11 i g /1 t to e 11 ab I e ,n e to d r o JJ ) o u a few 
li11e ~ (111cl r,·)· to t c1 little 5·/eeJJ. 

T/1 0 11\·e11ti<J11 1i·e11t i11to .. ec,,·et .s·es· io,1 011 tz1e dtl), a11d its 
i1~j1111( ti(J 11 ~ .~ealetl t/1e liJJ.s c111cl .. ile11c:eci t/1e .ve11!; of tl1e ii1hole 
l ocl, <J fc1 1· c1 it ,\· (l ti<J11 i.\' c·<J 11 c .. e 1·11 ed i111til sec,·ec·_\, i 
,Ae 111 <J \ ell. 

\\1l1il. t I \\ ill 1101 cli\ 11/ 01 11· a ·tio ,1"'~ I feel c·<J11 .. s·trc,i11ed to .Sa) 

rl1c1 t 1/1 lt1 ~, t /1 ,·ee eta,·~\~ l,,; II f 0 1·111 a,1 eJJoc /1 i11 111)· life the, t I 
fi c,,. J ,, ill I1£ 1·e1· b :) (ible to r·efc,,- to \\ it/1 c~<J111JJO i1,·e. 

1 1~11 ) ' lor)cdia \1 irginia. l11111:// ,,1\i ,, .e11 1clo1,eclic11 irgi11i(1.01· 1/ \l ir 1 i11ia_ o,1,,e,1tio,1_ 
of_ / '6 I 1.. pt ~111b r _nd. 20 I 0. 
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I have often said to you in great seriousness in the last six 
months that I feared the days of our republic were about 
numbered, & that the Sun of our National liberty was about to 
set. It is with me now no longer a matter of doubt. 

You will see by the papers that the authorities of our State 
have already inaugurated a revolution by the seizure of public 
property, vessels in our harbours, Gosport Navy Yard & Ex 
Gov. Wise told me to day a dispatch had been sent for the 
seizure of the armory at Harper's Ferry. Andrew Hunter is 
here, and told me he left home yesterday and all was quiet 
there then. 

The City is full of strangers brought hither I suppose by the 
circular to which I have Heretofore alluded. All precipitation 
and Secessionists thrown upon us just as the action was made 
on Fort Sumpter, evidently made at the suggestion of Roger 
A. Pryor (who is there) with a view of drawing some rash act 
out of the President at Washington (like the proclamation) to 
spend its full force upon this Convention at a critical moment 
of its deliberations and at the very time of the assemblage of 
the multitude of secessionists. 

The whole scheme was evidently matured long ago, and but a 
small part of it is yet developed, and that the least offensive of it. 

Lincoln has committed an outrage on the Rights of the great, 
the gallant, and the conservative Union Party of Virginia, for 
which posterity must ever hold him responsible, the 
consequences of which will not only entirely destroy that noble 
party but rear over it a Red Republican Revolutionary party 
that will plunge our glorious country and recently happy 
people into all the horrors of civil war. Had he only evacuated 
the Forts Sumpter and Pickens (for which he had no use) and 
given positive assurances to our commissioners that his policy 
towards the seceded states would be entirely pacific. 

I have no doubt the last card of the secessionists would have 
been played out and we could then have adjusted all 
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cliffi .. ,,ltie5· {J11tl t/10,·rJtig/1!_)' ,·e tored t/1e u11ion of all the states .. 

He l'a11I1c>t be .. '>O hli11cl as 11ot to see a strrJ1zg rei·olutionar) 
J,/Jit·it 111t111ife.sti11g itself aniong the people. Wh}' dicf he 1101 

111 refo,·e e11clea\'Or to COfJJJe1,.c1te with the c~on ervati~~m of the 

011\·e11tio11 & l1' fJrk 01,1 t/1e solutio11 of thi difficult}'? 

A[Jril 17th} /11 view of all t/1e surroundings, I think I will 
JJ1·cJbab/)1 c·on1e l10111e in c1 Jew da}'!, . I am well a,vare of the 
i11te11j·e e¥r:c·ite1i1e11t I1ece sar·il} existing in }Our midst. I 
JJ1· ,i1111e I C"an11cJt ,. 111ai11 but a jei1' da) s. I desire an interview 
\t1itl1 the Gover1101· (Letcher) thi morning to ascertain the 

co11diti(J11 of H. Ferr)' . I rejoice _),1oi1 that ou are at home. If~ 
.)011 \i1ere l1e1·e ),Ou ¾1oi1ld be de1·anged, almost. I am no 

l·o1111Jc111): eit/1e1· 111a11 or bec1 t. I have 5·ought consolation i11. the 
:iolit11lle of 111)1 l·l1a1nbe1· a11d in the Gents parlour, in long 
\t'<1lk " ivl1e11 c111 opJJOrtu11if)' is offe,-ed but without avail. The 
Sole,1111, Seid, c111d des,.vo1zdi11g countenanc--es that characterize 
t/1 1111io,z 111e11 i,1 the hall of the Co11ventio,1 clearly indicates 
tl1ei1· ~voi111cfed pr·ide a,zd pat,,.iotic devotion to this coi,ntry 's 
l1<J11oi1r a11d t/1e peOJJle' li/Jerty. Brave men with stot,tf hea,-1 
c11zll t1·e111bli11~ ,1oic·e .. , 1,i1it/1 tears ,~o/ling dovi-1n thei,,. cheeks, 
l1c1, e toocl lt/J 11 cJb l) i11 defe11ce of the rights of the people, atid 
ea1·11 e~ tl. c1pJJealelf to t/1eir brotl1e1· nzember to save them & 
t/1eir,s·J1·(J1n tl1e di111 c·c1lc1111itie~· of civil war, but i11 vain.20 

83 

nd ubtedl)' thi i what O bum had been worn to neither peak nor 
ri t ,1bot1 t: 

O1·di11a11ce of ece sio11 of Vir·ginia 

1\ • ORD/ A E to 1·e1Jeal tl1e 1·c1tific'aticJn of the Co11 titution 

of 1/1 ? 11itecl tare of 11zerica b_,. the tate of Virginia a11d to 
1· e, 11111 ll l I t /1 e ,. i /1 t a 11 d po 1-v er J, .'? r c111 t e d i111 de,,. .. \'aid 
( ... 0,1, 1i1111io11. 

l it, t/1e1·ej(J1·e, ii1e. tl1e peo/J/e of \1i1·gi11ic1, do clec·lar·e and 

01·cic1i11, T/1a1 tl1e ordi11c111 e acfoptetl /J_, t/1e peOJJ/e of tl1i tare 

- <) L !!an O bt1rn t i largar t he\\' 0 burn, pril 17th~ 1 61 ~ R1chn1ond. Virginia . I11 the 
do t1111cnt collection of lht Jt:f erson Count u-eum. Charle To\ n. V..1 . 



84 The Magazine of the 

in convention on the twenty-fifth day of June, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, 
whereby the Constitution of the United States of America was 
ratified, and all acts of the General Assembly of this State 
ratifying and adopting amendments to said Constitution, are 
hereby repealed and abrogated; that the union between the 
State of Virginia and the other States under the Constitution 
aforesaid is hereby dissolved, and that the State of Virginia is 
in the full possession and exercise of all the rights of 
sovereignty which belong and appertain to a free and 
independent State. 

And they do further declare, That said Constitution of the 
United States of America is no longer binding on any of the 
citizens of this State. 

This ordinance shall take effect and be an act of this day, 
when ratified by a majority of the votes of the people of this 
State cast at a poll to be taken thereon on the fourth Thursday 
in May next, in pursuance of a schedule hereafter to be 
enacted.21 

In a fortnight the winds of fate changed direction. This time when the 
question was called the support for secession was there. On April 17th the 
delegates cast eighty-eight votes in favor of secession and fifty-five votes 
in opposition. The caveat was that the convention's vote must be ratified 
by a popular referendum to be held on May 23rd, 1861.22 

The Lower Valley delegates held fir1n their belief that Virginia should 
remain in the union. With two exceptions they each cast a ''NO'' vote. 
Alfred Barbour had left the convention and had returned to Harper's Ferry 
-he would play an important role in the disposition of the U.S. A11r1ory 
at Harper's Ferry.23 Johnson Orrick again cast a ''YES'' vote.24 By the 
time of the referendum on May 23rd, Virginia had left the Union and was 
preparing for war. Militia companies from the Valley were on the march 
for Harper's Ferry where they were mustered into the Provisional Army 

2 1 West Virginia Archives & History 
22 Encyclopedia Virginia 
23 Smith, p 314. 
2 4 West Virginia Archives & History. 
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r· irgi11ia. The \10 te n the 2 rd b cam a mere fo11nality a I 32201 
irginian confim1 d th ir 5upport of ece ion. Ju t 37 451 vote.. many 

fr m the 'AC\tcrn counti of irginia were ca t in upport of remaining 
in the union. - ~ 

nl ,1 total of 1 17 otc , re ca tin Jeffer on County on May 23rd. 
an)' of th men \,\,ho had oted in o ember and again in February were 

n ~, on the drill field. Of that total 13 men uppo1·ted the ece ion 
r ~ Juti 11 . Tl1ere were onl 65 lo O'' ote .. . 26 

Vv'hat cau d rne11 \~.1ho ~o fer ently upported re1naining in the Union 
i11 ~ebruary to change their mind in May? At the ri k of over implifying I 

ill of.fer one opinion. 011 Ju11e 6th 1861 Logan O burn wa at hi home 
' ' (J 11 B ~,1cl. He wrote a letter to hi good friend and fellow convention 

d legate Robert Y. onrad ~ ho Ii ed in Winche ter. At fir t O bum talk 
,tbout hi l1cat crop. Then prophetically he e plain hi change of heart: 

1

/ /1ai ea ,~11e tl.} (ci 11d pe1·J1ap obstinately) opposed the 
lc\·el·e~"> .. vio11 (Jj irgi11ia fr;r I voted against it ratification. I 
11 (1 i e ,. e g (J ,·de d it a nz i hie i ' o u in its tend enc)', and 
cle.\'/1·t1 c·ti\'e i11 it.s, co11 equence to our be I interest . Socially, 

JJoliri ·c1ll) c111cl rJ111111erc·ial I)·. M;' OJJJJ O~c; ition was based UJJOn 

,i J1c1t I /1011e ti) belie, ed to be in)' co11scientioi1 convictio11 of 
cl 11 t) . BL I t 111. • (J p i 11 i o 11 .. /1 c1 i· e /Jee n o , , err u l ed b) Cl large 

111c1}01·i1)· of tl1e f,·ee111e11 of 111_\ ' state. M; opposition i ended. 
1\1,) /(JI l1c1.s, };ee11 c·c,s·t. I c1111 a on °'{ Virginia. & H er destin)' 
s/1{1ll lJe 111i11e. • 

J> . I 0 11gla ._\, P 11·k , c1 {1ti,1e r;j' J effe,·sc,11 Coit11t}· , i Di,·ector of t/1e Cl1arles 
TtJ\\ 11 l..,i/J1·a,·_ {111cl .. s ·i .. \·tc111t 111·ato 1· of· tl1e Jeffi 1·s·o,1 Co11nt_) Mit e1,rr1. H e 

i Cl ft· q l, :) 11 t JJ ea 1'. e ,.. o 11 J if e , •. \ (J 11 o Lt 11 f), Hi.'; to,.) , t /1 e a 11 t /1 o ,. of ''Mr . 

J ifi,, .... , .. (;11 • .. , C c,11111 '' i11 The Guardian c111d a co111rib11ti1zg autl101· to The 
a::,,1zin ot' th Jeffi r on ount)' Hi torical o iet)' . 

- Bu hor1..! 1> 14:; 
_, .. lbicl . 



86 The Magazine of the 

Summer Picnic 

Beallair 

The picnic was at Beallair, the house built by Thomas Beall in the late 
1700s. It was the home of George Washington's great nephew Colonel 
Lewis Washington, whose mother was a Beall. Lewis added the classic 
front to the house after he moved there in 1840. 

Colonel Washington was taken hostage by John Brown's men in 1859 
and later testified at Brown's trial. Brown's men took weapons that 
belonged to The General from the home. 

The house was completely restored by Mr. and Mrs. Donley Kennard 
after they purchased it in 1980. It is now owned by The Wormald 
Companies and is used as a clubhouse for their housing development. We 
thank them for the opportunity to have the picnic in such a great location 
in front of a beautiful Washington home. 

Everyone had just about finished eating when a storm suddenly 
appeared. The heavy wind forced everyone to head for home as what wa 
left of the food was blowing away. Luckily, the devilled eggs had already 
been consumed. 
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Notes 


