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Editor's Note 

On October 16 through the 18th, one hundred and fifty years ago, John 
Brown and his followers created quite a scare in Jefferson County. As a 
hardcore abolitionist, Brown was determined to free the slaves . His raid on 
Harpers Ferry was to be the frrst step in his quest. His dream was quickly 
demolished, but his deed was certainly a catalyst for the great war of 1861. 

You will find that throughout this issue there is repetition as well as 
contradiction. It cannot be helped when reporting on a specific, 
controversial event such as the raid. 

Leading off this year is a compilation of newspaper articles that 
reflects the feelings and views of the people in and around the Ferry as 
reported in the newspaper. Although not totally accurate, (so what is 
new?) they will help you set the stage for this issue. 

There are two articles on individuals in the raid: All the raiders were 
not killed or captured; seven of them managed to get away. You can 
travel with them, as they head north. Two of the captured raiders were 
black, one an escaped slave and the other a freeman. Their story will 
give you a look at their side of the story. John Copeland's letter will 
make you sad! 

Bushrod Corbin Washington was sitting in the courtroom during the 
Brown trial. His speech in Charles Town in 1899 will give you an idea of 
a local man's views forty years after the fact. 

Another pair of articles presents a legal and political examination of 
the affair. Was Bro':Vn insane? An in-depth analysis of the insanity laws 
in Virginia and the court proceedings will help you decide. Conspiracy? 
There is nothing new under the sun. I think you will find the obligatory 
Senate inve tigation of the raid to be very contemporary as it tries to 
discover the peripheral guilty parties-. 

A Virginia Military Institute cadet writes a letter to his mother and 
verifies some of the execution day stories. 

The John Brown wagon, which carried him to his execution, is a 
prized possession of the Jefferson County Museum and its story is an 
interesting sidelight of the raid. 

Next year is an open-subject issue, so long as it is about our county. It 
is also, thankfully, back to the end of August deadline for article 
submission. Enjoyed doing this one and I am looking forward to 2010. 

Thanks again to Clare Hendrix at Winchester Printers. 
• Jim Glymph at home on the Avon Bend 
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John Brown's Raid - The Breaking 
Story: As Reported From Harper's Ferry 

Compiled by Walter Washington 

In October, I 859 there were four newspapers in Jefferson County, the 
Shepherdstown Register, the Spirit of Jefferson, the Virginia Free Press 
and the Independent Democrat, the last three all published in Charles 
Town. The October 22, 1859 issue of the Shepherdstown Register 1 was 
published the Saturday following John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry. 
The raid began around midnight on October 16, the Sunday night of the 
previous weekend, and lasted until Tuesday, October 18, when Brown 
was captured. The account of the raid in the Register was the 
accumulation of the dispatches, published in chronological order, sent 
from Frederick, Maryland by telegraph to the Baltimore Clipper .2 It 
provides a contemporaneous description of events as they unfolded. The 
story is reprinted here in full with annotations added by footnote. 

From the Shepherdstown Register October 22, 1859: 
The following dispatches were sent to the Baltimore Clipper from 

Frederick city, Md .. (The telegraph wires at Harper's Ferry being cut east 
and west) at 2 o'clock Monday morning. 

Frederick, Oct. 17 .-Info1111ation has been received here this morning 
of a f or1nidable negro insurrection at Harper's Ferry. An armed band of 
Abolitionists have full possession of Harper's Ferry and the United States 
Arsenal. The express train east was fired into twice, and one of the hands, 
a negro, was killed whilst trying to get the train through the town. 

They have arrested two men who came with a load of wheat and took 
their wagon and loaded it with rifles, and sent them into Maryland. They 
are led by about fifty whites with a gang of negroes fighting for their 
freedom. They gave Conductor Phelps notice that they would not allow 
any more trains to pass. 

Residents Imprisoned-Citizens Killed 
Frederick, Oct. 17 .-The engine and train from here have just 

returned, being unable to proceed through Harper's Ferry. 

1 The Shepherdstown Register was published weekly from 1849 until 1955. 
2 The Baltimo,~e Clipper was a daily paper published in Baltimore from 1847 to 1865. 
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A letter has just been received here from a merchant in Harper's Ferry, 
which was sent by two boys who had to swim the river to escape the 
insurrectionists. The letter states that most of all of the leading people of 
Harper's Ferry were taken prisoners, and that several have been killed. 

The robbers have all the works in their possession, and have taken the 
money from the vaults. The Powder House is in their possession, and they 
will not permit any one to leave the town. 

F. Beckham3 , the railroad agent, was shot twice by the gang and killed. 
They are said to be disguised-the whites being painted as blacks. 

The attack was first made about 12 o'clock last night. 
The watchman at the railroad depot was shot dead. 

Statement of Conductor Phelps and his Officers. 
The following particulars of the affair have been obtained from the 

train, viz: Mr. Andrew J. Phelps, conductor; Mr. Jacob Cromwell, 
baggage-manager; and William Woolsey, engineer. They state that their 
train (the regular passenger train from the West) reached a point near the 
bridge at Harper's Ferry at 20 minutes of one o'clock this morning, when 
it was stopped. 

They were then informed by the night bridge tender that when he 
proceeded to relieve his colleague he discovered that the light on the 
bridge had been extinguished, and that his colleague had been murdered 
or waylaid. He was not left long in a state of suspense, as 3 men suddenly 
came upon him with violent outcries, which caused him to flee, 
whereupon the parties discharged firearms at him, which fortunately did 
not take effect. It further appeared that a colored man, well known as a 
baggage assistant, upon reaching the Ferry was also shot at several balls 
penetrated his back, inflicting wounds of a mortal character. 

At first conductor Phelps was at a loss how to act, and concluded to 
send over a person in the vicinity of the Ferry to ascertain the cause of the 
proceedings, when the leader of the party-a man of rather prepossessing 
appearance, and supposed to be nearly sixty years of age-appeared, and 
stated that he preferred holding communications with the conductor. Mr. 
Phelps went over, alone, and was told by the same man that he and his 
party had dete11nined not to allow another train to pass over the road, but 
that they would give him five to ten minutes to get his train through. 

In the meantime, other persons from the train ventured across the 
bridge above the Ferry, and soon coming into contact with the rioters 
3 Fontaine Beckham was also mayor of Harper's Ferry. 
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ho were reputed at about t o hundred in number, half of whom eemed 
to be black) (>nc [~icl the part)' a pa. enger wa captured. The train wa 
dela) ed b the proce ding u11til half pa t ix o ~clo k when team wa 
rai ed ,tnd the reached amden tation4 at noon to-day. 

p n the train lea\ ing Mr. Phelp. wa~ particularly reque ted by the 
I ader of the gang to tate to the ~ uperinte11dent of the road, that under no 
circu1n ta11ce would another train be permitted to pa Harper Ferry. 
During th night a large two hor e wagon laden with wheat came in 
f·r()ffi n of the n ighboring countie of the tate. The rioter 
i111mediatel 5eized the driver'! took pos e ion of the wheat and lading 
th , hicl ith v. eapons from the 11nory ~ent it back up the country. 

Tl1e engi11eer tat tl1at among t them there were everal trapping 
negroe~ v,1ho occa~ionally .. houted out that they longed for liberty, a they 
l1ad b en i11 bo11dage long enough. The ringleader who it i aid i named 

nd r, on~. n1ade his appearan e at Harper Ferry five or ix day ago 
and inc that tin1e ha~ been driving around the place in an elegant 
barouche d1·,1wn by two hor~ . 

Th \e officer report that the nited tate Armory a11d the 
neighboring countr ha e been taken po e ion of by the rioter ~, all of 

110111 ,1r \\' 11 armed ~ ith hort rifle and other United tate arm . 
\ h 11 tl1c workme11 ot~ the ar1nory repaired there for the purpo e of 
re L1n1ing ork the)' ere eiLed by the partie forcibly dragged within 
th ate~_, and i1npri "oned. 

nu111b r of the part)1 pro eeded to the pr·oprietor of the hotel near 
the rn1or . ,ind in an authoritati tone, ordered breakfa t for fift or 
~ i t)' p r 011~. adding that the)' Vvere det 1·1nined to k p po e ion of the 
p 1 ,1 c '\ a 11 d l i ,, in the b . t man n 1·. 

1/ 0,,.e of tl1e Bloo<l_y ~\1{11·. 

,1muel K. Th ma . one of the ondu tor .. of th railroad, and engaged 
i11 tt1 to1·n1ing at th pa)1ma ter· .. offi , di played unparalleled feat~ . He 
t) d ,,1ithi11 fif't)' f~et f the building. e, po ed in the fire .. of tho e withi11~ 

·ind lo,id d a11d f"ircd nt:arl ~~ome half a do,en tim . . Hi coat wa 
p rt· rrat d ( tc] ith ball~ and th kin ut from the fle h of hi per. on by 
th h t. Hi p1· ')erv,1tion from in tant death ~e 1n miraculou . 

' a111d r1 ..., t .. 1tion , .. ,a tl1e n1ain pa cnger lem1inal for the Baltin1ore and Ohio Railroad in 
Baltin1orc. 

- 1\ later di pat h rt:=poned that Bro,,,n had initial])' gi, en h1 name as nder on. lso
1 

l\\'O 

of the raid ... , ert Jeren1iah ndcrson and O ' bon1 P. nder <.1n. 
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Aaron D. Stevens, a captain of the rioters, shot at the bridge, was taken in 
the Carroll Hotel, where his dreadful wounds were dressed by Dr. 
McGarrity. Heavy bullets passed through his breast, head and one arm. He 
said to those around him that as he expected to die before morning, he 
wanted somebody to telegraph to his father at Norwich, Conn., to say to him 
that his (sic) Brown died at Harper's Ferry, in an attempt at high treason 
against the State of Virginia. He was alive at four o'clock yesterday. 

He is represented as a remarkably fine looking man, six feet six inches 
high, and possessed of great nerve. While lying in bed a number of the 
outraged citizen crowded into the room and attempted to dispatch him, 
pointing cocked muskets at his head, but Stevens, as he lay helpless, 
folded his a1·1ns, and looked them calmly in the eye, without uttering a 
word. 

Consternation among the Passengers. 
The passengers, especially the ladies, were greatly alarmed and feared 

the party was a gang of robbers who intended to rob the Government 
Treasury which contained $15,000, and might also rob them. The 
info11nation is that the rifles were brought down from the works on the 
Shenandoah, and the parties at the Ferry were ar1r1ed with them, and the 
wagons which brought them down afterwards drove off with outsiders, 
and it was supposed, when the train left, that they had taken off the 
treasure in the wagon. The band appeared to be well drilled, and Capt. 
Anderson had entire control, as his men were very obedient to his orders. 

Cause of the outbreak. 
This puzzles everybody. Some of the passengers, with whom we 

conversed, were of the opinion that the object was one of plunder, and 
other that the entire affair has resulted from malice. The Captain of the 
outlaws makes use of such expressions as these-''If you knew me and 
understood my motives as well as I and others understand them, you 
would not blame me much.'' Again-''If you knew my heart and 
history, you would not blame me." But from the fact that negroes 
principally arm the fray, there can be no possible doubt of its abolition 
aspect. 

The Excitement in Baltimore. 
The bulletin boards of the newspapers were besieged by anxious 

crowds the livelong day. ''What's the news?'' was on every lip, and the 
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utn10 t eagerne,~ manife "ted e erywhere to hear omething. 

R 1, ~YI 1 of • CJ IL 1111 e e ,. s~ . 
Tl1 ru\11 of olunteer .. at the ariou ~ armories was ab olutely 

im111en e. \1er)1 acant unifonn in 01ne of the companie of which any 
kno ledge could be gained were hunted up and filled an hour lea t 
before ~tarting. Hence'\ if any con1pany in . ervice i thin it it rank the 
caL1 "e i~ st1rel not the \\1ant of men, but of uniform . One talwart chap 
'-rt the a1mory ot· the Well .. and McComa Riflemen6 begged piteou ly for 
a l1ance to go. Hi . language wa -~ Captain if you ll ju t let me go 
dogged if I'll e er forg t you. All I want i a rifle, and a fair hot and I 11 
fetch ~e111 ure ." But the aptain wa heedle . 

Dis111al /JJJel11·a11c~e o.f tl1e To1,t 11. 

ge11tl~mar1 from ew York, who came a pa~ enger ay : ~'Every 
light i11 the tO\.\'n had been previou ly extingui hed by the lawle mob. 
Tl1c trai11 therefore remained tationary and the pa engers terribly 
af~frighted rernai11ed in the car .. all night. The hotel were clo ed and no 
ntrance could b had i11to them. 11 the treet were in po e ~ ion of the 

mob~ and very road~ lane a11d avenue leading to the town guarded or 
barricad d b\1 thern. _, 

1\1ili1c,,·,· Mo,1e111e11 1- T/1e B,·idRe to be F(J1·ced. 

,1~hington . Oct. 17 .- On receipt of i11teJligence from Harper Ferry 
tl1i 111on1i11g, order~ \Vere i ued for three cornpanic of Artillery, at Old 
Poi11t and the corp of arir1e ~ at the a~ hington Barrack ~ to proceed 
hither vlitl1out d la)' . 

11 ar·i 11e , about 9_ in nun1ber. ith two twel\·e pound howitzer , 
and ,1 ft1ll uppl f am1nunition .. left in tl1e 3 o'clock train thi afternoon. 
It I\ rcr>oI1 d that they a1·e u11der order to force th bridge tonight at all 
l1 ,1z,:1rd •. Hon. . J .. au 1~11 r 7 ,1 ~cornpanied them. 

It i tc:1ted 011 gc)od authorit)' that ome week ago ecretary Floyd8 

1·(; ei \' d ,1 11 an n)1mou epi tie, taring that about the 15th of October. the 
b liti 11i~ t ,ind 11 ~roe ~, \\1 itl1 other disaffected per on wou]d make a11 

1 tilitia ·0111pan)1 frc.ln1 Baltin1ore, 1laryland . 
7 l1 a r le J ,1111 e r: all 1 k r1 er. of \ • B c )' d ,, i 11 c ., i n 1 art i n, burg . \\' a ,. the n it e d tat c, 

_'"' 11gre .. ,11 ~tn rcprt.: enti11g the d1 tri l , hich in luded Jetter 011 aunt. . An attome) ~ he 
,,, ~ ~1pp inted tc repr~,t~11t John BrO\\' n al hi '"' arraignment. I-Ii ._ on. of the \Jrne name. 
lat(;r repre: nted \ t \ 111rginia in the . _ e11ate . 

J l1n B. I"" IO)'d , ,a ... Pre idcnt Bu ha11an • ~t: r 1ary ,of \\1 ar. 



24 The Magazine of the 

attempt to seize the Arsenal and hold the place. 
This statement, however, appeared so indefinite, improbable and 

ridiculous as to be regarded as not worthy of any attention. 

Wholesale Massacre. 
A party of five insurgents a1·111ed with Minnie rifles and posted in the 

rifle armory, it is said, were expelled by the Charlestown Guards .9 They 
all ran for the river, and one who was unable to swim, was drowned. The 
other four swam out to the rocks in the middle of the Shenandoah River 
and fired upon the citizens and troops on both banks. This drew upon 
them the muskets of between two and three hundred men and not less 
than 400 shots were fired at them from Harper's Ferry, about 200 yards 
distant. One was finally shot dead. The second, a negro, attempted to 
jump over the dam, but fell, shot, and was not seen afterwards. The third 
was badly wounded, and the remaining one was taken unharmed. The 
white insurgent wounded and captured, died a few moments afterwards . 
He was shot through the breast, arm and stomach. He declared there were 
only nineteen whites engaged in the insurrection. 

The town approached on every side. 
The Shepherdstown company approached the town over the mountain, 

by the Bolivar road. The Frederick, (Va.) company by the Shenandoah 
river way; and the Jefferson company came down the Potomac river 
route; while the Frederick (Md.) company and Baltimore volunteers 
approached the town from across the railroad bridge. 

Killed and Wounded. 
Killed-F. Beckham, a railroad agent; Hayard [sic] Sheppard, colored, 

porter at the railroad station; Thos. Boerly, grocer; Wm. Richardson of 
Martinsburg; George W. Turner of Charlestown; Wm. (sic) Brown, son of 
''Old Brown," insurgent; Stewart Taylor, insurgent; J. C. Anderson, 
insurgent; E. H. Leeman, insurgent; Albert Haslitt (sic), insurgent and 
several colored men; Dorsey of Baltimore, and Mr. McCabe of Harper's 
Ferry. 

Wounded-Ossawattame (old) Brown, and second son, insurgents; 
Allen Evans, mortally, insurgent; Private Quinn, U.S . Marine, mortally; 
another marine, slightly; Alex Kelly, Martinsburg, slightly; G. N. 

9 Local men led by ''Captain'' Henry Medler. 
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r!ar111no11d M,1rtin\burg, .. lightl ~ Geo. H. Murphy Martin burg lightly· 
1 e o . . R j c t1 tl rd \on , art i n burg , " I i g h t I y : e I on Hooper , CI i n ton 

Bo \\l 1n ,111 ~ ,t 11 o t' a rt i n \burg . 

I,1c icle11lJ' ~r 1l1e Fi1·\t B{tttle - /11te1 4 eLr;ti11g .stc1te111e11t h_,. Gil £),e-~vit11esL~. 

ger1tle111ar1 who returned from the ·cene in the 6:30 trai11 describe 
tl1e \tormi11g of" the bridge and town. The fir t attack wa~ made by a 
detach111 nt ot' the harle~tow11 (V ,1.) Guards. They cro. ed the Potomac 
1·i\1er ,1bo,1e Harper" Fen·y a11d reached the building where the in urgent5 

ere po~ted b) the canal on the Maryla11d ide. A smart firi11g occurred, 
~111d tl1e r·ioter " were d1·i\'en f1·om the bridge. One 1nan wa killed and 
ar1otl1er ,1r1·e')ted. 

111,1n r,1n ()Ut <.1f the buildi11g and tried to e cape by \wimming the 
r·i\1 r. do1c11 . hot \\1e1·e 1~ired after hi1n ~ and he partially fell but ro e 
<lg,Lin~ thre\A/ h1\ gu11 a'A1,111 and drew hi pistol~. Both snapped and he 
dre\\' a bowie knit .. e, cut his heavy accoutrements off, and plu11ged into the 
ri\1er. One of the ~oldiers Vv·a~ about ten feet behind. the man turned 
around~ thre\\1 tip hi~ h,l11d , and ~aid ~don ~t hoot." The oldier fired and 
the n1,:1n fell i11to the water \.\1ith l1i .. f~1ce blown away. The coat kirt~ 

\\1ere cut fro111 this pe1·~011, a11d in the pock t') wa found a Captain' 
c o 111 111 i i o 11 t o ,l p t a i 11 E . H . Le e m a 11 1 

<. 
1 

, fro ,n the P r o v i s i o n a I 
Go,1en1111e11t. The on1mi. ion v.,,1 dated October 15, 1850, and igned 

by' . v . B ro \V 11 , o 111 rn ,l 11 de 1· in h i f of th A 1·m y of the Pro\' inc i a I 
Go,1emr11e11t <)1 .. tl1c 11 i ted t,1te\. 

l~or ne·1rl)' ,111 hour a runni11g a11d ra11dom f~iring wa • kept up by the 
t1·oor" ~1gain,t th 1·iote1· . e\1 1·al we1·e ~hot do~·n, and many managed to 
li111p ,1, ,t)' \\1()t111ded. Dt11·ing the firi11g the 'Nomen a11d childre11 ra11 

sl1ri~kir1g i11 e,1cr di1·ecti 11 but \\1hen the)' le,trned that the oldier 'Nere 
tl1 ir J)rot ctor the took courage .. ,111d dtd good ~er\,ice in the way of 
1J1·ep,11·i11.! 1·etrl:.,}1r11ent~ and ,1tte11di11g the \\·C)Ltnded. 

ur i11fo1·111a11t .. \\1ho \\1,1 011 the hill \\1he11 the firing wa goi11g on .. sa) 

a 11 t h t e r 1· i b I " e n e of ,1 bat t l c IJ ' ls s e d i n re (1 l i t y beneath h i e.., e , . 
<)ldier cc)uld be t;CJl 11ur ~ui11g ingl)1 ,ind in couple ~ a11d the c1·ack l)f' 

th · IllU ~ ket a11d ri flt; \\' ,l n gener,11l y fo)IO\Ved by one of the insurgent.' 
bitit1L tl1e du t. h dead Ia,, in the ,trcet \ here the fell. The wounded 

-
\\' Cre ~1red for. 

1
' 1~11e i, i e11t i t )' of the raider kil lecl ,·\1as \\' il l ia111 1-1 . l .. ecr11a11. aee _Q_ 
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Defeat of the Insurgents-the rioters Barricaded in the Armory 
Harpers Ferry, 3 A .M. -The town being in possession of the military, 

the rioters are entrenched in the a1mory, and hold Mr. Washington 11 and 
Mr. Dangerfield 12 as prisoners. 

The insurrectionists were commanded by Capt. Brown of Kansas 
notoriety, who gave his name as Anderson to Conductor Phelps. They 
numbered originally seventeen white men and 5 negroes, but were 
reinforced during the day. 

Allen Evans, one of the insurgents, a white man, is lying here dying, 
with a bullet through his breast. He is from Connecticut but has been in 
Kansas. He says the whole was got up by Capt. Brown, who represented 
that the negroes would rise by thousands, and Maryland and Virginia 
would be made free states. 

Colon[ e ]I Shriver, of Frederick, has just had an interview with Capt. 
Brown in the ar1nory. He asked to be allowed to march out with his men, 
and avowed his intention to defend himself to the last. They are very 
strongly posted in the engine house, and cannon cannot be used against 
them for fear of injuring the prisoners whom they still hold. Some 
sixteen people are known to be killed. Fountain [sic] Beckham, the 
railroad agent, was shot dead from the armory windows. Three rioters 
are lying dead under the bridge, shot by the Shepherdstown troops in the 
charge on the bridge. 

The a1111ory was taken possession of by the rioters about 9 o'clock on 
Sunday night last, and was so quietly done that the citizens knew nothing 
of it until the train was stopped. 

Captain Brown had been about here and rented a farm four mile off, 
which was the rendevous (sic) of the rioters. Captain Cook has also lived 
in the vicinity, and at one time taught school here. All the other white 
men are unknown, but are supposed to be men who have been connected 
with Captain Brown in Kansas. 

Incidents of the Second Battle. 
Harper's Ferry, Oct. 18. 

The town of Harper's Ferry was thronged last night with military and 
rioters, and martial law prevailed throughout the community. No one 
could pass the bridge without arrest, unless permitted by Col. Shriver, 

1 1 Col. Lewi William Washington had been taken hostage from his home Bellair. 
1 2 J. E. P. Daingerfield was paymaster clerk at the Armory. 
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con11n'1nding the Frederick militar}. The precaution wa taken to prevent 
the pos~ ibilit)' of an of the di .. turber of the peace of the town. 

early the fir t object vi ible after pa . ing the bridge wa a dead negro 
I ing out~ide the pavement with an ugly ga h in hi throat~ and other 

ound~ . o one emed to notice him particularly more than any other 
dt.:ad (1nimal. The citiLen have not yet recovered from their a toni hment 
at the ci ii war \,\, hich ha o uddenly been engendered in their peaceful 
c 1n 1n unit)' - 11or the ir ~ u rpri e at the bol dne and about which 
characterize the efforts of the con'" pirator who have o my teriou ly 
alight d full arrned, in their mid t. The in urgent are caged however·, 
afte1· their ork of iolence and death and the people with great anxiety 
a\vaited the re ult of thee ent of to-day. 

t about fi\1e o ~clock 1'esterday morning the military companie a part 
of wl1icl1 had been on <lut at guard during the night were ordered out. 
The ,1olu11tet.;rS t O()k po ~e~ 'ion of the treet ~ urrounding the government 
buildi11g ~ a11d cl ared thern of ~pectator . The ma1·ine were drawn up 
'A1ithir1 tl1c enclo~ure .. u11der the command of Col. Lee 1 3 , Lieut. tewart 14 

of~ the arrny, and Major Ru ell 1 5 , with their two Dalhgreen ( ~ic) 12 
pound ho\~litzer . The 1n urgent were in the engine roo111 of the armory 
a m,111 bt1ildi11g at the e 'tr me end of the go e111ment work . They held 
a~ tl1ei r pri oner <,ome half do7en citizen of wealth and re pectability 
and 0111e half dozen 11egroe. . One of the Baltimore companie (the 
l11d · pende11t 1r,t)' , Lieut . imp._ on commanding.) occupied the railroad 
bridge directly in f·ront of the unoccupied building . 

Th 111ilitar)' con1pa11ie of the adjoining town~ and the Baltimore 
n1panie pr·e .. e ,1ted a11 impo\ing militar di~play. The cene wa 

e,c1ting i,1 the extre1ne. The mo~ t breathle u~pe11'" e e i ted for the half 
l1our \Vh1ch J)rcceded the attack. Death wa anticipated and the reckle 
l 'lri ng of· tl1e t·e\\' bc.)ld and foolish fanatic who '- t at defiance the 

authorit of tl1 g neral go, emment and the hole military force in their 
,, j ,v ~ r at d a11 i11ten~ e ind1g11ation and a de ire t'or thei r , ummary 
ha ti s 111e11t. Th apprehe11 i n for the af ty of the gentle1nen detained 

i11 the 'LI tod)' <)f the ill urgent \\1e1·e al o p,1inful. The marine<, in the 
yard o 111 n1 11 e d 111 ,1 no er i 11 g ( i c to \\1 a rd • a c 1 o \ c pro xi 1n it to the 
l)uilding. t l ngth ol. Lee ,tppear d in f'ront o1' the enclo ure with 

1 I r1el R bert :. Le·. 11ited tale" t \r111) 
1 Liet1ter1ant J. . 8 11~trt r1ited lritc ..., 1\rr11 
1 1njc r \\1illian1 \\' Ru ell . a 1 larint pa)1111a~ter that had been .. cnt b)' the 'ccret,1ry of the 

1 a,,} ~1 a taff pre en e. 
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Lieut. Stewart, who with a citizen, was deputed to bear a flag of truce to 
the insurgents. Every eye was upon the two latter as they approached the 
door of the building. The conference was long, especially between the 
insurgents and the citizen, and the patience of all present was nearly 
exhausted. At length they retired. 

It was understood that Col. Lee, in summoning them to surrender, 
offered them protection till the pleasure of the President of the United 
States should be made known, and that nearly all of the insurgents were 
in favor of accepting those conditions, but the powerful will of the leader 
Brown overruled their wishes, and they refused to surrender. Major 
Russell then ordered Lieut. Green 16 , with a file of marines, to force the 
large double doors. They rushed towards them, and attempted with their 
bayonets to force them open but the strength of their fastenings defied the 
effort. At this time a volley from within increased the excitement of the 
spectators. The marines then tried to force the doors with heavy sledge 
hammers, but they also proved ineffectual. 

A double file of marines was then ordered to attack the doors with a 
heavy ladder. A few powerful efforts shattered the strong doors of this 
engine-house of the government, which was filled with fire engines, and as 
they yielded to the force of this battering ram and flew in pieces, an extra 
shout went up from the multitude. The moment the upper part of the dorso 
[sic] went down, Lt. Green [sic] and his marines fired a volley into the 
insurgents with deadly aim. Maj. Russell then sprang upon the ladder and 
preceded them. The conflict was ter111inated in a few minutes. One of the 
marines, private Quinn, was borne off fatally wounded by a shot in the 
abdomen, and another private, Rupert (sic), received a flesh wound in the 
upper lip and had one or more of his upper teeth knocked out. 

Statement of an Eye Witness. 
When the order was given for the Marines to sto1·111 the barracks, Adjt. 

G. W. Talbott, of the 5th Regiment, mingled in with the Marines, and 
took an active part in the affray. The insurgents were in a small house 
within the arsenal enclosures, and stubbornly refused to surrender, 
preferring death to capture. The order was given to batter down the 
doors, which was speedily done with sledge hammers and a large ladder, 
when the doors flew open the insurgents poured a volley into the 
besiegers, which was returned with deadly effect; after the fir t fire, the 

16 Lieutenant Israel Greene, United States Corps of Marines. 
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a1·i11e~ r·u,hed into the barrackL and captured four white men all of 
wl1on1 w re \vounded, witl1 thee ception of 011e white man. 

po11 ente1·i11g the door, J. G. Ander on, one of the ringleader o-f the 
ir1st1rgent," , discl1a1-ged a Minnie rifle at the Marine , and wa in the act of 
r·iring hi " re ol er, whe11 ,1 inr1ie ball truck him in the left ide below 
ti, he,1rt. He ,taggered back a t"ew pace , and appeared deter1nined to ell 
l1iL life d ,1rl)' . H rais d hi revol er and wa cocking it when Adjutant 
Talbott rL1 hed upon him, and t1cceeded in di ·arming him. Thi ta k 
ho,\iever \\ra .. not accompli 'hed without a . truggle a Ander on finding 
tJ1,1t hi ."' .. itu,1tion \.\'a~ I if e or death, u" ed all hi~ energie~ to accompli h a 
n1uch l1,1rm a~ lie Wcl~ ,1ble. Finding him elf overpowered he yielded to 

djt. Talbott~ and \\1a~ removed to a place of L afety where he wa 
,1tte11ded b Prof. Dunbar of Balti1nore. Ander 011 ~s wou11d i of uch a 
cha1~acter that he wa uppo ed to be dying when our informant left 
Harp r rry. 

The pi tol which djutant Talbott ecured i one of the large t cavalry 
de~criptio11, '-1nd waL hea ily loaded. On the but l ic] end i engraved the 
11,11n of J. . Cook. ThiL indi,1idt1al wa econd in command of the 
i11 t1rge11t~, ar1d made hi , e~cape to the 1nountain with a few of hi 
follo\\1e1·~. Our informc1nt further tate that when the barrack were 
c,1ptured h counted ~i dead bodie lying on the floor. On the body of 
one of the killed there \\a a cop11 of bylaw and a con titution governing 
the abolitio11i . t~. lo e-letter wa al o found upon one of the killed, 
ouched in the mo t affe tio11at term , from a female in Illinoi . In 

lea,1i11g for ho111e, thr dead bodie were di, covered floating down the 
Potom,tc. Tl1e we1~e permitted to pa. - b)1 and no effort wa made to 
bri11g the111 ,l\hore. hen the i11\urgent r·our1d that the) were getting the 
\\'Or t of~ the baltl ~ they ecured them el\1e'- ir1 hou e and hot down 
pa... r: by. b)' thru ting their rifles thro • \>lindow and loop hole . 

1\ 1c1111e~~ rJf 1/10 ·e l1elcl c1 P1·i .. ~<J11e1· . 

r111 .. tead B,1 I I. chi f' draught .. rna11 at the 1·mor : Benj. Miller ma ter 
t.. t h f\ r 111 o r )' : J . . P . D ,1 n g e r f i e I d , p a 11 - m a '- t e r , c I e r k : Le w i ~ 

\\1,1 hington: Jol1n 11 tacit and 1 .. onL: tl1e t\\'O la t 'A'ere eized on their 
f a1·111 , , ral rn I le fr01n the rrv . .., 

·ei-1,re oj"' 1·111 .. . 

~ hor11 )' after th~ tormi 11g of tl1 itad 
rt pc tab)t; I c king citizen of Harper· 

I of the in urrectioni t<:;. ~ e eral 
err approached ajor arner 
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excitedly, and declared that a large number of the insurrectionists, under 
the command of J. E. Cook, one of the leaders of the rebellion, had 
entrenched themselves within an unoccupied log cabin, sometimes used 
as a school house, and had fired upon several citizens a few moments 
before; and the assistance of Major Warner was asked to dislodge them. 
The latter replied that his corps being under the command of General 
Egerton 17 he could not act without orders from him, but that they were 
eagerly awaiting to volunteer for the service. Meantime, Gen. Egerton 
having received intelligence to the same effect as that communicated to 
Maj. Warner, had detailed the Independent Greys 18 , Lieut. Simpson, to 
dislodge and capture the party. 

The gallant Greys proceeded at ''double-quick'' time, along a constantly 
ascending and rocky road to execute the order. About a mile from the 
Ferry, they arrived within sight of the school house, a cabin situated in a 
gloomy hollow, and, apparently closely barricaded. Halting for a few 
moments, the Greys formed into two platoons, under the respective 
commands of Lieuts. Simpson and Kerchner, and, at a given signal, 
dashing down the declivity of the road, with the butt end of their muskets, 
battered in the doors and windows, through which they entered. The cabin 
was entirely empty of inhabitants, though on all sides were discovered 
evidence of recent occupation, and a hasty retreat of its inmates. 

Against the front door were piled sixteen long and heavy boxes, one of 
which-upon being burst open -was found to contain ten newly finished 
Shap' s [sic] breech loading rifles, evidently fresh from the hands of their 
maker. There was also discovered one large square box, exceedingly 
heavy, which were suffered to remain unopened; a large and heavy black 
trunk, filled with bayonets and sabres, and several boxes of rifle 
cartridges and ammunition. There were 21 boxes, several of which were 
filled with Maynard's large sized patent revolvers, with powder flasks 

• accompanying. 
The room was littered with Sharp's rifles, revolvers and pikes. 

Evidently distributed with a view to their immediate use, either for the 
purpose of defense or an aggressive action. After satisfying themselves 
that the traitors had fled, the gallant Greys proceeded to possess 
themselves -each man-of a rifle, and a pair of revolvers, the remainder 
being placed, together with a large number of pikes, &c., upon a large 

17 General Charles C. Egerton, Jr. commanding the Maryland Brigade. 
18 Militia company from Baltimore. 
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11 ~v., ag n (purcha ed but a fev,, day before by mith, or Capt. Brown a 
h i~ now known.) to which the captor hame ed a pair of fine hor e 
th augl1t grazing in the enclo ure, and con eyed their valuable prize 
i11to to\.\1n v.1here they were received with loud cheer by the citizen and 
n1 i I itar . 

The captur d bo e were placed for afe keeping in the Ar enal of the 
nited tate though the Grey a .. erted an exclu ive right to their 

po " • ion a the lawful prize of it captor . 
The r olv 1· and rifle were entir·e)y new, and evidently expre ly 

n1anufactured for the in urrectioni t , the initial of who e leader' name 
·--1. . , 'A' re L tamped upon ev ry weapon. 

Th bo e~ in which the weapon were contained were marked thu . 
·-s railroad ia Pitt burgh and Harri burg. J. Smith & Son , 

hamb rL. burg, Pa. By merican pre Company. Keep dry.' One 
bo a directed to ~\w. F. McClarney Marine Bank Building.' The 
name of the town had been obliterated but everal legible letter 
i11d1cated that inc1nnati wa the place. One mall box, containing 
artridge wa~ in~cribed with the initial ~J.B.' written on the back of a 

n arl obliterated card.. ith the following printed adverti ement, From 
Burr and wit~t, whole "ale and retail deale1· , and importer of grocerie -
fi h .. f'ruit, tobacc(), egar ( ic) - - gla alt rope wooden-ware etc. 
co1n1ni~ ion and f~orwarding merchant - - .. between Front and econd 
Da,, nport, Iowa.'' nother unopened bo uppo~ed to contain rifle wa 
addrc ed to ·T. B. Id ridge, t. Plea ant, - - . The ucceeding 
portion of th · addre , th name of' the tate perhap , had been carefully 
ob lit rat d. 

Di ... CfJ\ e,·_) f~f 1l1e PaJJe1·._t.; of t/1 I,1 .\· 111·1·ec: tio11i .. c;t . 

The e ~citen1 11t att nding tl1i ~ cle r e ploit had carcely ~ub. ided, 
\\1l1 r1 ~lnother alarn1 ~,a .. gi en, that the notoriou in urgent leader Cook, 
had cl f \V 111i11t1tc b fore been een upon the mountain. on the Mar11land 
hore. 

couting p,1rt)' con i ~tir1g of ~e eral n1ember of the Grey , (the only 
f~()rc1 0 n <1rp ~ in th tow11 quite or nearly all of those pre ent in the 
aft r11 on ha\1in~ I ft for their home . ) 0111e core or more of olunteer .. , 

"'"" 

~1 11d ab ut t\ nt)' . . • arinc u11d r th comma11d of apt. J. E. B. 
lC\1t1art I 1 , ] . \\1a in tantl formed, a11d proceeded rapidly in pur',ui t. 

F II ,,,ing the ~,1111 path which the Gr 1 had pur ued in making their 
di o,1eri ~. and \ hi h i no n a th ~ ou11t road.~· 1 ading into the 
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heart of Washington county, Md., the party continued their course for a 
distance of 4 _ miles from the Ferry, until they reached the farm and 
house bought and occupied by Brown under the name of John Smith. 
The dwelling, a log house, containing two unpaved basement rooms, used 
apparently for storage, and in which were several empty gun boxes; two 
rooms and a pantry upon the second floor; and one large attic room in 
which were about six husk mattresses -were discovered to be 
unoccupied, save a huge savage looking mastiff, tied with a rope to the 
railing of a small piazza outside the house, but there were abundant 
evidences of its recent hurried vacation. The floors of all the rooms were 
littered with books, papers, documents and wearing apparel of several 
persons, hastily snatched from eight or ten trunks, and an equal number of 
val ices and coarse carpet bags, strewn around, the fastening of all of 
which had been forcibly broken, as if their voilaters [sic] were too much 
hurried for time to adopt the tardier method of entrance by locking up­
keys. In the pantry, which appeared to have been used for kitchen 
appliances, beside an almost new cooking stove and an abundance of tin 
utensils were two barrels of flour, a large quantity of sausage meat and 
cured hams, together with several pounds of butter, lard, &c. The fire 
was yet smouldering (sic) in the stove, and the water in the boiler was 
quite hot at the time of the entrance. 

But the most valuable discover was a trunk belonging to Capt. Brown, 
containing a great number of highly important papers, documents, plans, 
and letters from private individuals throughout the Union-all revealing 
the existence of an extensive and thoroughly organised (sic) conspiracy, 
whose leaders were Captain Brown and J. E. Cook, and the well-defined, 
determinedly expressed object of which, was the hastening of 
''irrepressible conflict'' predicted by Senator Seward, and recently by 
Gerritt Smith 19 , which was to result in the ''disenthralment of the slaves 
of the South," and the extinction of the ''Slave Power." 

The most undoubted evidence have thus been obtained, not only of the 
plans and hopes of this fo11nidable insurrectionary organization; but of 
the indi putable fact of its extension through the Northern and Western 
States, from the influential citizens of whom the treasonable movement 
has received its sustaining support and encouragement. 

19 Gerritt Smith, of New York, one of the ''Secret Six''of Brown' prominent New England 
abolitionist backers. 
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1nong the 1no~t imp rtant docume11t ~ di co ered were pamphlet 
011tai11i11g the 011 titution of a Provi ional Go emment for the nited 
tate._ 1 the tr ct . onable purpo 'e and object of which if not directly put 

f rth are n \'erth 1 . ~ s clearl expre ed a to be conclu ive. 

tc11·1li11g Re\ elc1tio11-TJ1e poi11t rJJ c1ttack. 
In a trunk~ uppo ed to have belonged to Capt. Brown wa found 

\e\1e11 , 1nall though elaborate map of a many different tate , bearing 
p ulia1· mark , which would eem to i11dicate that the point of attack 
a11d th cour e of the in urrectionary movement through the South had 
alread)' been carefully d te14 mined upon by thi wel]-organized and 
co11fid nt league of traitor. . Certain countie in the e en tate of 
which onl)' the e map 'were obtained~ bear cro -mark fo1·1ned by a pen 
and in everal in~tance. a~ if to command gr ater particularity of 
attentio11, f t ._ ugge t perhap'" more a ailable point of attack circular 
line~ are drawn arou11d the cro "'e . outh Carolina Georgia Alabama 

i~. i~~ippi Louisia11a, lorida , Tenne . e , and Kentucky are the tate 
mentioned to atta k. 

The map which are ,1bout 1 by 12 inche ~ are carefully and neatly 
pa ted on tout cambric cloth. pon the margin of each map i pa ted 
the c 11 .. u return of I 50. of it tate· giving in detail the relative 
.., tre11gth of tl1e \ hite and .. lave population of each county, and the 
proporti 11 of female .. to the hole nu1nber of inhabitant . By referring to 
tl1e cou11tie~ 1na1·k.ed it will be percei d that in th m the la e population 
,,astl prepond rate, and might therefore, ha e been a afer field of 
op 1·ation for the abolition in ader .. . 

J111po1·tl111t Lette,·.~ c11zcl , 'ot ~ 

l11 the . an1e trt1nk i11 hich the map .. wer di "'CO\ered, were found a 
11umber c>f higl1l)' in1portant l~tter fron1 ertai11 well-k11own orthern 
ab<.1litioni t , co11,1e)1ing both ''aid and comfort'' to the in urrectioni t. ~ 

an1on<1 then1 'A' ,l, a I tter from erritt 1nith of ew York .. containing 
111 ~ f'i11[1ncial 2tat n1e11tL , and a cheque for 100, endor --ed b the ca hier 
tt \\' 01·k. bank .. and a letter from Fred ri k Dougla , enclo ing 10, 

a p,trt ontributed b a lad)' . Tl1e e ~ ere read by Go . i e to the crowd 
in th ar t:n 1 ll )'ard. 

'"fh r ,ire )' t oth r lettt:r" not 'J' t made publi , \\1hich implicate. eral 
\\' 11-kn \ n p Ii t1cianL of l0\\1 ,1 C\V York a11d Penn .. l\1ania in the 
on pira t r at a ~1a\1 in urrection throughout th outhern tat _ 
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Among a quantity of papers in our possession, found in the house of 
Capt. Brown, is the following brief, written upon a scrap of paper, in a 
good, professional hand writing: 

''At the right hour, by all you deem sacred, remember me." [Signed] 
GEORGE B. GILL20 . 

The following is in the hand writing of Brown himself, and is entitled, 
''VINDICATION OF THE INVASION, &c. 
''The Denver truce was broken & 
''1st It was in accordance with my settled policy 
'' 2d It was intended as a discriminating blow at Slavery 
''3 It was calculated to lessen the value of Slaves 
''4th It was (over & above all other motives) Right . 
''Duty of all persons in regard to this matter 
''Criminality of neglect in this matter 
''Suppose a case 
''Ask further support." 

We give literatum et puncautim, the following scrap written by 
Watson Brown who was seriously wounded by one of the Martinsburg 
men, and found on the floor of the engine house immediately after the 
sto1·1ning: 

Fight on, fight, ever you Hell Hown of the Lower Regions! Your day 
has come. Lower your black flag, shoot your Dogs you Devils. Hell and 
furies I go in for Death. 

In an envelope addressed to ''Capt. John Brown, care of Dr. S .G. 
Howe, 20 Broomfield street," where [sic] a number of clippings from the 
New York Tribune, Cleveland Plaindealer and Rochester Union, referring 
to the Kansas exploits of ''Ossawatamie'' Brown. Scattered over the floor 
of the rooms were hundreds of copies of a pamphlet work called ''extracts 
from the manual of the Patriotic Volunteers on active service in regular 
and irregular war, being the art and science of obtaining and maintaining 
liberty and Independence." By Hugh Forbis21 . Certain passages in one 
of the copies in our possession, referring to the duties of riflemen, is 
pencilled (sic) down the margin, and dog-eared as if for future reference. 

20 Member of Brown's original party, but too ill to accompany him. 
2 1 Hugh Forbes, English soldier-of-fortune Brown had hired to train troop . 
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1o 1l1e i 1()/-~ b(~!(}Jlg t/1e prJil . 
The entire content~ of the hou e were appropriated by the couting 

pa11 , as legitimate plunder~ barr l, of flour were rolled away· the tove 
and its appurtenance r mov d, and on the 1·e-entry of the expedition into 
H,1rper'~ Ferr .. ~carcel a 111an of it v lunteer ar1n but taggered beneath 
the weight of hi L p ii . 

Di.\·coi1e1·)' (Jj T e11t . 

rom the hou of Brown the party proceeded to a log cabin on the 
oppo ., ite .. ide of th road and but a few hundred feet higher up where 
th di . 0\1er d 01ne eight or ten bo e filled with wearing apparel, 
boot , blank.et .. quilt .. etc ... amply ufficient to upply the want of a 
formidabl number of men. In the loft of the cabin nearly or quite 2 000 
pike ere found .. together with i or more tent and a great number of 
cl ·e .. picks and ho el , . The captured article completely filled a large 
countr wagon .. and wa " with much difficulty drawn to the Ferry by two 
pO'h'erful hor~e . 

T/1 /11",·t11·1·ec·1io11 , lt.s· o, .. igi11 a11d it .~ e11d 

The origin of the in urrection and the source from whence the 
fant\ti 'al traitor , d n ed their hope of ucce in thi audaciou attempt 
i \\1rapp d i11 rn t r . ll the in urgent ~ howe er agree in aying that 
th p1c>t ha been in preparation for upward of one year, during which 
ti111c young n1en er actuall enli ted in se,1eral of the free tate and 
p cuniar contribution. to the cauc;e received from the ame ource. 

Bro\ 11 .. accon1pa11ied b11 hi~ on. , appeared at Harper' Ferry, about 
eight n n1onth~ ago~ ,1lling them el e mith , hortl after they rented 
fr n1 1r. K 1111cd)1 of a ., hington count , Md. the fa11n and hou e which 
tl1e o cupied u11til the outbr ak~ the twenty-two m n compo ing the 
in\1adir1g part)' .. joined them hortl after he had ettled him elf in hi new 
hor11 about \\1hi 'h J. . ook co-leader with Brov.,n of the con pirator 
and cln ,\ o iatc of .. th latter through tl1 Kan~ a difficultie made hi 
appear,111.. ,1nd ngagi 11g in the chool teaching, continued to o 
in rati t hi1n cit" in th good gra e of the communit .. that general 
onfid n ' \\1a rep ~ d in hi int grit)' .. and h acquired a er fair hare 
f p p u I ari t , . 

bout a t"ortni~ht ,1bo O()k ga e out that he intended to \1i 1t Kan 'a .. 
and left th rr)' in a o,,ered t o hor e 'A1agon o ten ibly for th c:1t 
t~rrit r)' . n \\1e<lne d'"1y prec ding the outbreak h return d .. and drove 
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his wagon, which appeared to be heavily loaded, to the far1n of Smith 
(Brown) where it remained for two days. Early on Friday morning he 
commenced the moulding (sic) of bullets at the residence of his mother­
in-law, whose suspicions he silenced by assuring her that they were 
designed for use against the Indians in Kansas. 

The entire party of insurgents, all of whom bore the appearance of poor 
and industrious fa11r1ers and citizens, were in the habit of mixing freely 
with their neighbors, and with the residents of Harper's Ferry, with whose 
opinions, means of defence, [sic] etc, they had thoroughly familiarized 
themselves 

Ripening of the Plot. 
A fortnight or more prior to the occurrence which has resulted so 

fatally, Cook accompanied by Stevens, who it has subsequently been 
ascertained, held a Captain's commission among the insurgents, and was 
quite influential among them, appeared at the residence of Col. Lewis 
Washington and requested permission to see his fine cabinet of 
curiosities, and library. The request was readily granted, and during the 
conversations which their visit gave rise to, the theme of skill in the use of 
fire a1·1ns was introduced, and Cook proposed to test his excellence as a 
shot with that of Col. Washington. The match was made up, and resulted 
in the defeat of Cook, who expressed much surprise at the skill of his 
competitor. On the Sunday night of his capture, Col. Washington 
recognized Cook among the party, and upbraided him for the cowardice 
of the proceeding. The latter said he regretted the affair, but he couldn't 
help it. 

As the party were about to leave the house, Cook whispered to 
Stephens, the leader of the party, who then immediately demanded of him 
the kep [sic] of his cabinet. It was yielded up in preference to having the 
costly furniture broken, as threatened in the event of a refusal, and the 
insurgents took there from a valuable sword and pistol, formerly the 
property of Washington; the former presented him by Frederick the Great, 
and the latter by Lafayette; he also demanded the purse and watch of Col. 
Washington which was indignantly refused; on Monday the Colonel 
observed his sword in possession of Capt. Brown, who paced the floor 
with the weapon on his a11n every moment that he was not engaged in 
shooting at the citizens and soldiers. He expressed to Col. Washington 
his high admiration of the character of the original owner of the sword 
and assured him that it should be restored to him at the termination of the 
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affair. Duri11g the bloody tran action .. of Tue~ day morning the word lay 
upon one of th two engin ~ which occupied the hou e in which the 
in urgent:~ had entrenched them el e and at the conclu ion of the attack, 

<)I. a .. hi 11gton repo~~ ~ d him elf of the relic: the pi tol however, ha 
nt)t been reco ered. 

l>ol,zei\"..\ (~{ B1·0\t,'11. 

ol. ashi11gton who wa a keen ob erver of Capt. Brown during the 
eve11t of 011da}1 and Tue~day, expre~ sed the highe t admiration of the 
cool, c,1]m courage of the in~urgent leader and of hi humanity. He aid 
that he heard apt. Brown give explicit order to hi men not to injure, if 
po~ ible, any 'A10111en, and only to aim at tho e who carried gun 

clpt. Brow11' ~ coolne . and courage in pired hi men with a like 
on tempt c)f da11ge1·, and th ir conduct and con,:er -,ation " were marked by 

,1 r 1nark,1bl coolne ~. 
,1t on Brow11. tl1e younger on of' .. ~o awataime~ and who wa 

de. pcratel wounded. by the artin burg men. (he ha ince died) on 
1011d,1 for noo11, uff red inten ely during Monday night everal time. 

requ sting l1is comrade~ to d,1\h out hi5 brain with their gun , and thu 
r Ii \C his , uft' ri11g " . 011 Tue day morning hi agony had apparently 
b come u11e11durable, and ~ eizi11g a pi tol, he wa about to . hoot him elf 
in the head. \\lhen his f',1ther ~ taying hi .. hand calml told him that the 
ti rn h,1d 11ot ., et arri ed for uch a deed a, that - to endure a Ii ttle longer. 
c.tnd he 111ight die a befitted a 1nan· we aw~ and poke with thi young 
111,111 a 1'e\.\ n1inute, after th a ault, and could not dive t our heart of 
~ 0111ething akin to pit for hi 111. 

I,e t"eelinel inquired whether hi father wa~ alive, and on being 
,1n \\1ered ir1 the aff.irrnati , looked hi~ thankf.ulne . He vv1a. info11ned of 
tl1 d ath of l1i" brother in the ,1~ ault~ but e hibited no emotion at that 
an11ou11 ement. 

In 1·epl , to certain qt1estio11\~ h tated that he and hi ~ father had been 
,1 ur d of the op r,1tion of "e,1e.ral hundred of men, who were to have 
rcncl ,1ou ed l 1c] at the f'eIT)' on unda 11ight. and frequently affi11ned 
Iii >n,1 i tio11 of the ju t11e ~ of the au e in v.rhich he had been \O 

di . ·1 trou ly ng,1g d. Ed~ in oppie-- , the onl)' on of the party e .. cept a 
11 gro .. 11an1ed re 11, who cap d unl1u11 i t o ignorant to appreciat hi~ 
p iti n. He . poke glib] , and good-naturedl of the occurrence through 

-- l:d,,•i 11 opp> firc:d the ·hot th,1t killed Harper· I;crry 1 la)'Or Fontaint.: Beckhar11 . 
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which he had passed as if it was a matter upon which he should pleasantly 
congratulate himself. 

He info11ned us that, on Monday night three of the party had advised a 
surrender, but that Captain Brown quietly but firmly opposed the 
proposition. 

Upon the entrance of the Marines into the building, Coppie (sic) 
shouted out ''I surrender!'' when Capt. Brown exclaimed in as loud a tone, 
''But one surrenders, give him quarter!'' 

Interview between Gov. Wise and Capt. Brown. 
On Tuesday evening, Gov. Henry A. Wise23

, who had arrive by the 
afternoon train from Richmond, held an interview with Captain Brown, at 
the office of the Superintendent of the arsenal, whither he was borne 
immediately after the assault. He held a second interview with him on 
Wednesday morning; the results of both interviews may be summed up in 
the following: 

Statement of the Insurgent Leader 
For upwards of one year, the affair which has just culminated, 

has been in constant preparation. The necessary expenses of the 
undertaking was borne exclusively by himself, though he received 
frequent words of encouragement from friends of the cause. 

Gov. Wise infor1ned him of the capture of his correspondence, 
and desired to have him mention the names of the most prominent. 

In reply to the Governor, Capt. Brown said he was in possession 
of his correspondence and was welcome to all the intelligence it 
conveyed, but declined adding any to it. 

The Governor pointed out the folly and temerity of the 
insurgents hoping to maintain their ground at Harper's Ferry. 

Capt. Brown smiled peculiarly, and said that had he not 
pe1111itted the train to pass of which Mr. Phelps was the conductor, 
the plans would have proven entirely successful. He had been 
promised, he said, reinforcements of 5,000 men at a word, and had 
not the military come upon him so soon, or had he not been delayed 
at Harper's Ferry longer than he intended, he should have had them. 
In reply to Governor Wises' question as to where he would obtain 
his recruits from, Brown replied, from Maryland, Virginia, 
Kentucky and North and South Carolina. 

23 Henry A. Wise, governor of Virginia, 1856-1860. 
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o ernor i~e \aid the ,1 ~e11ion wa i1nprobable. When th old 
insurgent ta1·tl rep I ied that the Go\ ernor wa urrounded by 
ignorance. and on that ubject he (Bro¼n) wa far wi er than the 

ovemor. He \aid he wa~ glad he wa entitled to a jury trial, and 
l1 ~hould dema11d hi\ right . 

In refere11ce t<.) the go · emment fund , he said he did not know of 
tl1ei1· pre ence here or he hould certainly have taken them· and that 
l1ad l1 f'ound money or prov i ion nece ary to hi cau e, he hould 
h,1\e le ied upon the i11h,1bitant of the outh without compunction 
of co11\cien e. 

The Go\1emor told him if uch were hi entiment of hone ty, 
he had better prepare to meet an impartial judge. 

The old ~·Bord r Ruffian replied that he had no favor~ to a k. no 
apologie to offer to an)'body, that he had well weighed the co t of 
hi e peditic)n before engaging in it and that he would a well hang 
a t di in an oth r manner. 

He did 11ot de11y that the organiLation of which he had been the 
I ad r wa ., a most e te11 i\·e one: on the contrary he affi1·1r1ed to 

ov. i e hi. e11tire con\'iction that the work would go on until the 
entire outh ould be in a tate of in urrection. 

H had preparation . he aid, to arn1 1,500 me11; the pike he 
int nded for the negroc~~ whon1 he wa afraid to tru~ t with firearm . 
H poke Vv ith ome how of fe ling of the e tinction of hi family· 
t\\ o of hi ~<)t1 he ~ aid had been killed in Kan~a by outherner " 
t\\' had been butch red at Harp r· Ferry by the General 

O\1en1111e11t. ,1r1d a f-~ifth \ a .. he did 11ot know where. Hi~ wife i L in 
tl1e t 'lt(.; )i' w York. 

39 

Of' tl1e t nt - t\.\'O wl10 co1npo ·ed tl1e i11 acting party. 15 ha been 
illed , 11d t\\'O "eriou. 1 v.1ounded. d\.\,in oppie ha been con 'igned to 

tl1e jail at l1arle to\ n. tl1e capitol of' J effer~on count whither --old 
Br , n ,. 1 to b carried to-dc:1)' . Go\ mor i~e aid the)' hould both be 
tried b t~or th i1· uit urt of Jeff~er\on count)' hich meet next week, 
and that ,lt tl1 -~ 'One I u .. io11 of th i r trial there f'or murder th General 

\ e111n1 nt \\'OU Id be '"'ell n1e to \\1hat \\1a l ft of th m. 

Th pt:ople of \ 1irgi11ia are bitterl)' i11 en ed ~1gain t ~~old~~ Brown~ and 
\' e 11 did t 11 t; I a\\' f ,1 i l to c 1 a i 111 h i " I if e . l1 e co ti Id not po "' 1 b I e cape 

he} 011d tl1 border ot~ th~ ~~tale. 

, \' . \ i ha 1~f red a r \V(lrd of I ~000 for the apprel1en ion of 
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Cook, the ringleader of the insurgents, who is said to be hemmed in 
among the mountains, from whence it is barely possible he may escape. 
He is a man of very small stature, blue eyes and light curly hair. Indeed 
it is a notable fact that, with two exceptions, all of the white insurgents 
had long light hair and blue eyes. 

Condition of the Wounded. 
Aaron B. Blevens (sic), the insurgent, who was shot in the face and 

breast, on Monday, is sinking rapidly. His recovery is impossible. 
''Old'' Brown is but slightly wounded; he owes his life to a trepidation 

which shook his heart at the last moment and made him fall almost 
unha11ned at the feet of Lieut. Green (sic). Col. Washington told us that 
while the Marines were hammering at the door, he said to him, ''Brown, 
they are battering down the walls; in one minute more they will enter, and 
you'll be cut to pieces." He infor1r1ed us that ''old'' Brown perceptibly 
quailed at this, and offered but little resistance afterwards, firing but one 
shot of the twenty-five that were at his command. 

Col. Was~ington made a narrow escape from death. He was cheering 
on the Marines, and pointing out Brown, who stood beside him, to Lieut. 
Green [sic], when one of the marines mistaking his shouts for words of 
encouragement to the insurgents, leveled his piece at him, and was about 
to fire, when he discovered his error. In the pocket of Brown was found, 
beside a number of letters, an envelope upon which was the following 
memorandum, ''Jacob Fiery (!) 3 miles south of Hagerstown; widow of 
Kennedy, at Sharpsburg, on the way to Hagerstown." 

Old Brown's Journal. 
''Old'' Brown kept a daily journal, in which he set forth the details of 

his transactions; which show his purchase of arms in large quantities and 
ammunition and stores of all kinds necessary to the success of an 
extensive insurrection-field spy-glasses, picks and shovels for throwing 
up temporary fortifications, calls, or boatswain's whistles of a new kind, 
being very shrill and capable of being heard at a long distance (which are 
supposed to have been intended for assembling his bands or warning 
them of danger.) were among the stores in the wagon captured by the 
Greys. -The whistles, as per bill, found in his effects, were made in 
Philadelphia, and forwarded to the agent of his in Baltimore, last week, 
per Adams & Co.'s Express-some of them were found in his valise. 

There is nothing in the papers found, showing that negroes or others 
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belo11gi11e ,it H,1rper'~ Ferry or it~ \1icinity were fJa1·ticeps cri111ini .. ) before 
the f·,1ct in B 1-ow11 ' l con~ piracy. 

he f~ol)owi11g i" the anonymou , letter recei\ed b) Governor Floyd, 
seer t,11·y of' ar, of wl1ich mention ha been made: 

Ci11cinnciti, Ai1g11.r;t 20, 1859 

.. Si,· - - I l1Cl\✓'e lc1tel.) rec·ei,,,ecl i11fo1·nic1tio11 of ci n1oveI11eI1t of 5·c> 
1 I·ec11 i111JJCJ1·tc111ce 1l1c1t I .feel it to /Je ,11_\· cli,ty· to i1nJJa1·t it to )'OU 

\t ' itl1<JL1t llel{l). I lzcii·e disc·oi'e1·eli tl1e e.t:i .. ,;;te11c·e of c1 selec~t 
c1~\".S'<Jl"il1tic>11, l1ll\i i,1g fcJ1· it.s obje<·t the libe,,.ation of· the 5·/a\ 'es· at tlie 

<)Ltt/1 /J_)' c1 r:e11e 1·c1I i11 .. )i1,-1·ec·ti<J11. The leacle1· of the n1oi'en1e11t is 

Old }()/111 B1·<Ji111 /{1te tJf Kc11z .. s·as. He J1al,;; been in Cc111c1da clu,-i11g 

t/1e i,)i1zte1· cl1·illi11g tl1e 11eg1·rJe5· tl1e1·e, c111d tl1e), are 011l.)· tt)c1iti11g l1is· 

l\ 1()1·cl to .';f{lJ·t Jo,· 1l1e ()ltt/1 {() Cl.5i.\' i5J't tl1e .c;/ai'e.<;. T/1e)' l1ad 011e tl1eir 

lec1{/i11l~ I11eI1. a l\;/1ite 11zc1n i,1 c111 t11·111or;, in Mary'/ a11d; 1vl1ere it i.'i 
,\' it11c1tecl I l1c1\·e 11<,t /Jee,1 c1hle trJ lec,,,.,1. As .\<Jo11 as e\'er)1tl1i11g i .. s 

rec1cl_,. t/10.\·e <Jj. t/1ei,,. 11i1111be1· i1,'l1rJ are i11 tl1e 01·the1·t1 Stcztes llt1d 
r111c1clc1 lII·e to c·cJI11e i11 111c1ll (·0111pa11ie.v to tl1ei,- 1·e11clez.v0Lts, 

,, l1ic·/1 i.~ i,1 t/1e 111<>1111tc1i11s· o,f Vi1·gi11ic1. The)' will pa~·J· dcJ1,i1n 
tl11·01tt?l1 Pe,111 .. "i_\ l\'l111ic1 c111cl Mcir_,,fc111cl, c111d e11te, .. Virgi11ia at 
Hc11·1;e1· ' L\' F e1·1-_)'. B1·(Jlt·11 left tJ1e 01·tl1 aboitt tl11·ee of foi11· ¾'eek,s· 
c1 10. c111cl ,, ill c11·111 tl1e 1ze(_'{1·oe.s· c111d .'}t1-ike the bloii1 i,1 ll fe'1v i1'eekJ·, 

J'O 1l1at i11/1c,re,1e1· i.~· lir; 11e 111i1.r.:;t /Je clo11e c1t 011c·e. T/1e.,, /1c11·e ll la,·ge 
q1rc1I1t it) <Jf . c11·111 c11 tl1ei1· ,-e,1c/e-i <JLI~· , c,ncl JJr·olJc1hf), di.~t,·ibitti,zg 

1/1e111 c1/1·ec1ci~}. AJ· I c1111 1101 fi1ll_, i11 t/1eit" c·cJ1ifide11ce, tl1i~s is c1ll t/1e 

i1if<J1·1.11c1ticJ11 I c111 gii·e .) 011. I clc11·e 11{Jt J·ig11 1.11_, . 11a1.11e to tl1i.s·, bt1t 

11·I,l t 1/1at _, 011 ,, ill 1101 liis1·eR<11·ll tl1e \i·c11·11i11g 011 tl1c1t t1c·c·oi1111. 

F re> 111 t }1 e Ba 1 t . I i pp e 1·, rid a _ l . 
v\' H R Bol·T ()r' PT. COOK D HI 

I 

Haet;r." tO\\'n ·1<l .. Oct ... 0. - - g 11tleman ju t from Harri, burg<\ 
a~, that o o k .. .. " \vi f e , a n1 e i 11 to that to\\' n d a be t"o re )' e t er day a11 d 
topp d ,lt tl1e atn J)la \ t,ere old Bro\vn' ~ on~. ~,it"e \ a .. boarding. 

l-1 ,lg er t ,, n ~ 0 -- t . _ 0 . - - - The tatement mu t be true. Cook .. ,, wife 
i .:~ 11ot at I arper· err . h c I e f"t "c> 111 e d a a go . The he r i ff of th i "' 

'-" 
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county tracked Cook as far as Greencastle to-day, and the impression 
there was that Cook had left for Chambersburg. The opinion here 
entertained is that Cook passed through last night. 

The Sheriff was credibly info1111ed, at Greencastle, that a load of boxes 
passed through there on Tuesday for Washington county, loaded with 
rifles, pistols and pikes. Sheriff Hank is now on the lookout for them. 

A gentleman named John Cuthberton, who resides in Chambersburg, 
Pa., informs us that Cook's wife certainly did go to Harrisburg on 
Tuesday, and took lodging at the same place where Brown's daughter-in­
law has been lodging for the last two or three weeks. Cook's wife left the 
Ferry several days before the disturbance broke out. The stage driver of 
the Cambersburg [sic] line also confir1r1s the statement in regard to her 
going to Harrisburg. 

The Excitement in Shepherdstown24 

On Monday whilst our Military were absent at Harper's Ferry, the 
greatest excitement prevailed. From every lip could be constantly heard, 
''what's the news from Harper's Ferry?'' Flying and exaggerated rumors 
were frequently brought to town, which caused our citizens-for the 
protection of our own interests-to call upon the Mayor to organize a 
Patrole (sic), to be po ted at different thoroughfares leading into town. At 
7 o'clock a meeting was held by order of the Mayor, at the Armory Hall, 
and five different squads of Patrole (sic) were appointed to guard the 
town during the night. No disturbance of any kind occurred though 
during the night. 

About twelve o'clock at night, a gentleman from Frederick city, Md., 
passed through town on his way to Charlestown, bearing telegraphic 
dispatches from President Buchanan to Col. Gibson25 , of Charlestown, 
and Col. Price, of Winchester, to order out the Militia and proceed 
directly to Harper's Ferry. The telegraph wires being cut east and west of 
Harper's Ferry, no connection could be made further than Frederick city. 

Tuesday morning the excitement was still greater. About 12 o'clock 
the news came to town that a band of Insurrectionists and negroes, headed 
by Capt. Cook, were proceeding up the river to make a descent upon this 

2 4 This section begins the Register's own reporting of events. 
25 Col. John T . Gibson was commander of the 55th Regiment Virginia Militia. He later built 

hi house on South Samuel Street in Charles Town next to the site where John Brown was 
hung. 
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plac . o sooner had the new · reached u than a Company of ar111ed 
m n- compo .. ed principal] of our olde. t citizen - commanded by Col. 

harl Harper- march d through our treet .. - headed by fife and drum 
, nd aluted with cries of women and children - aero the ri er and down 
th canal a mile or ~o in e pectation of meeting and di per ing the 
ad ancing In ·urrectioni t , but coming upon a canal boat, they were 
infor r11ed by the apt. of the boat that the In urrectioni t had fled to the 
mountai11. and v-1e1·e pur ued by the Baltimore military. 

In the e eni11g of th ame day - the Hamtramck Guard 2 6 arrived in 
to n from Harper Ferry marched through our principal treet gr eted 

ith th h er~ and bouqu t L of our ladie , for the inflexible courage and 
undaunt d bra er di pla ed by them at Harper Ferry in the mid t of the 
hot firing of th In urrectioni t upon them· happily all of them e caped 
u11l1urt. 

On dne day mo1·ning a party of our citizen left town for the 
purpo of earching the mountain for Cook and hi follower . - They 
v.,, r n t ucce . ful in capturing any one of the band .. but came upon their 
Rend Z\' OU and found ~ eral le,tter and a portion of their By-Law 

hich ~ tated that their L ole object wa the liberation of lave . Another 
pro,1i ion of th ir By-Law , wa that the mo t liberally educated of them 
Vvere to t ach chool i11 the neighboring countie in order that they might 
a,1oid u pie ion and be b tter able to incite the L lave to rebellion. 

Th '- ame apt. ook \ a. in our tow·n la t pring elling the Life of 
a hington, and n1arried a i '" Kenned ~ of Harpe1· Ferry a few 

mc)nth 1nc . He pa ~ d here a a Literary character and contributed 
" \ eral po ti cal ffu io11 , to the column of the '~Regi ter" a part of which 
pro d not to be original. 

V\1 under tand that ,1pt. Brown~ Con1mander of the In '" urrectioni t , 
nfe \ed that he int nded to attack h pherd town, on Tue .. day night 

had he b en . ticce ful at Harper" Ferr . 
t: urrend red ne,1rly the whole t' our paper thi \\leek de criptive of 

th In "u1·r ct1on at Harp r" , erry _ belie\1ing it will be read with more 
i n t e r ~ t ~ by 01 o t of our read c r ~ . t 11 an an th i n g e I ~ e \.\' e co u Id h ,1 v e 
i11 trtt:d. 

-
6 The H·11ntrar11c Guard" \\'a" a hephcrd~tO\\'n n1ili cia comp,1n)' named in ho11or of Jc h11 

l~rarll is Har11tra111 k ol hcphcrd to,,'n, a ,,ereran of lhe 1e:ican \\1ar. During the ivil 
\\' ar i t er,,ed i11 the onft::dcrate r111)' ,t 01npan)' B. eco11d Virginia lnfan tr)' 
Rcgi 111ent. 
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We hope that our readers will overlook all the shortcomings in this 
issue, as all hands, from editor down to the devil27 , have spent several 
days of this week in shouldering our muskets in defence (sic) of Southern 
Rights. We have done our best under the circumstances . 

Advertisements omitted this week will appear in our next issue. 

Walter Washington is an attorney who lives and practices law in Charles 
Town. 

27 Printer's ' 'devil'' was a te1111 for an apprentice to the printer. 
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The Trial o John Brown 
by Bt1 hrod Corbi11 Wa hington 

Blt /1,·cJc/ <J1·/Ji11 \ c, ,J1i,1l;lo11 \.1'(15 IJ01·11 cit Rich Woods· Far,n, 

/1ci1·le .,·trJll' ll, Vi1·gi11ic1 to T/1(J111c1.~ B. c111cl R e!Jec~(·t1 Wa.f.Jl1it1gto11 or1 Ma) 
I 5 I 839. He c1tte11cled tlze C ... l,c11·/e,\to1i111 Ac:adenz_)' Jo,- his pri111ar) 

edl1c·c1tio11. /11 111!) (Jj 1 <~54, ,fiftee11-_)'ec11·-olcl Bi1sl1rod ivas e11rolled at 
S'c1i11t 1,i,11c,1l1., ·.\' Heil/ , t111 EJJi5c•(JJJc1l 111ilitl11-_, c1c .. cicle111)· for bo)\S locatecl 

i, 1 ,c, /(Jll .\' \ ·i lie. M c1 ,-) I c111cl . 
• 

D111·i11g tl1e Jo/111 B1·011,'11 1ric1I, i11 Chc11·le.\·to1i,.,1, Sc,i11t Ti111rJtl1) 's a.~· a 
le<11·11i11 1 <~r1Je1·ie11c·e JJ1·r;i ided a t1·00JJ of ':itude11f .. '), \Vet11-ing t/1ei1· gr·a_) 
111il i rc11·_} -L'i f..' le 1111if01·111 .. ~, c1 \' (Jb5,e ,·, ·e 1·5 of tl1e tr i c1 I JJt·oceed i11g s. 

J1e1· .,·e1·\; i11g c15· c1 lieL1te11ci11t i11 1l1e 12tl1 Vi,·gi11ia Ca\1al0, Lai11·el 
81·igc1cle <i111·i,1g 1l1e Cii1 il ivc11·, Blt .~l11·c;c/ 1·eti11·11ec/ to his· l1cJ111e c1t 

lei) 111cJ11t Co1,,·t. He /Jec·ci111e ci ji,s·tice of tl1e 11eac"e , l111d c1 Chc11·le to1i)11 

IJ11L,-- i11e.\".Y111t111. /11 1877. /1(? ,,,c1s- Cl/JJJrJi11tecl cle,·k of the ci1·cL1it c·oL1rt in 
l1c1 ,·!el 10,l111. 

/11 190 . B11.'ll11·ocl. cit c1ge 69, 111CJ \ 'e{/ it·e.s-t trJ SJJoka11e, Wc1.s·l1i11gto11. 

It l\'Cl~ l1i.\· i11te 11.\' ic;11.'\ trJ joi11 ,i11t/1 t\tJO of l1i.s l\·011.s, Nc,t/1a11iel c111d Ja11zes, 

i11 {111 ll/J/Jle 01·c·/1c11·cl \ 1e11tL11·e c1l011g tl1e CrJ/11111/Jici Ri,,e,· i11 1101·1/1 C'e11tral 
\\1c1 l.;;/1i11 1trJ11. H e cliecl 011 tilt' Col,,111/Jic1 R1i1e1· 1·(111c·l1 i,1 1919. 

1 "'/1(! frJl/lJ\\ i11g JJCJJJe 1· (JJl t/1e llJ/111 B1·0\1,,1 t1
4 ial lt)(J .Y JJ1·e~e11teci cit t/1e 

/1(11 ·/esto,, 11 • e 111i11c11·_\ · IJ, B11 /1,·ocl C(J1·/Ji11 \ ·\,'a~lzi11f?!c>11 i11 cibcJut I 899. 
It \\ ll \ l1c111cl- ,1,,·ittl~11 IJ) l1i111 c111cl ! /1c1, e 11·c111s·(·1·ilJed it . 

• 

Gcr,1ld Lee Ward .. great-grftnd~on 

45 

r. l1,1ir111~111, Ladic\ a11d Ge11tle111en: When I ,1ccepted an i11\ itation 

frc.)111 tl1 lei I)' 111a11·12:er ~ or co1111nittee of' ,1rra11geme11t of the teacher 
111 titute to 1n·1k 0111e r· ~1n,1rk b t'"o1·e you on thi occa, ion I an1 aware 
tl1at I did ,1 \ ' r .. ' rc.1 h ,1nd impruder1t thi11g: t~or I firid rn self~ \\1ho ,1m onl 
a 11 c ,, r ) ' d a)' 1 ti i 11 e .., ~ 1n an a n1 ere l a)' n1 a 11 a~ to the t h i n g \ hi c h 
c p e • i ,1 I l )' e 11 g ,:lg e )' u r p r of " i o n . f ,1 c i n g an a u d i c 11 c e o f tr a i 11 e d 

dt1 'ator ., f'r· sh fro1n t ~t-book. , fa111iliar \ ith hi tor}' . a11d up-to-date in 
all r11attc1· '111d 111ctl1od of thing 'hola tic. nd a111 e p cted to intere t 
,111 l e11lighte11 _, )U t1po11 ,111 aln1t) t threa(l-bare '" ubject of hi "tOf)' . You 
,,,ill pardon 111 , tr pidation too le t i11 111aki11g th et'f rt I ~hould fail to 
d t a11 I or cr·t1 ·1 T or houlci r11ak.e ,1 bre,1h. in t)1n1olog)' pro od or 
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syntax; be guilty of some grave anachronism the only thing I feel safe 
reasonably about is my chirography and orthography, handwriting and 
spelling as they used to be called when I went to school. 

And the only reason I feel safe as to them, is because I do not intend 
any school teacher present, shall get a glimpse of this manuscript; and 
especially Professor Denny 1 , shall not have the grim satisfaction of 
correcting it after a fashion of an exercise in composition to keep his hand 
in during vacation. 

Within the walls of this court house the court room then being on the 
lower floor of the building then standing on these foundations on the 27th 
day of October. The Jefferson County Court House was severely damaged 
during the War and was rebuilt afterwards. 'The most notable criminal 
that stood for trial within the 19th Century indeed of modem times, was 
brought to the bar of the Circuit Court of Jefferson County, to stand trial, 
upon an indictment for ''Treason; advising and conspiring with slaves and 
others to rebel and for murder." 

Each of which high crimes, under the laws of Virginia at that time was 
punishable with death. 

I said the most notable criminal; I will add the most notable character 
that is if it is public notice that creates notoriety; for it has been stated 
upon good authority that more books have been written about John Brown 
than about George Washington; ''The Father of his Country'' or about 
Abraham Lincoln ''The Savior of the Union." And if we take into account 
the newspapers and magazines articles galore, there has properly been 
more written about John Brown than about Washington or Lincoln 
together. 

I have chosen 'John Brown', and 'what he stood for.' 
It is to this latter task we address ourselves, as to that part of Brown' s 

history connected with his capture, trial and execution. Truthful history 
can hardly be written, while a remnant of partisan prejudice survives; but 
facts gathered from authentic records and credible witnesses will serve at 
least to supply trustworthy data for the honest historian who shall 
hereafter record those events in our national life, enacted while the North 
and the South were divided upon the question of slavery; when partisan 
strife had gone from words to blows, from appeals to law to use of force 
and arms. 

1 Wright Denny was principal and teacher at the Charles Town Graded School from 1893 
until 1939. 
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The heredity and environ­
m nt, the influence and 
proce e under which John 
Brown evolved into the 
character now o famo u or 
inf amou -. a you will are not 
the ubject of thi inquiry. 

Forty year after the clo ing 
cene in hi trange eventful 

hi tory the memory of it all i 
till too fre h to be dealt with 

from any tandpoint without 
danger of ~tirring again the 
ember of a 0 11 ce raging 
conflagration. Time may have 
mitigated, but ha not altered 
the entiment with which 
Brown ha been regarded 
either outh or north. 

To thole who advocated the 
abolition of .. l,1,,ery b any mean , within or without the law who 
appeal d to a ~"high r law • than the Federal Con~titution and denounced 
that sacred bond b tv.een the commonwealth in tolerating lavery a ~,a 
I a0 ue ith death and a co enant with hell ' he remain the reformer 
hero, 111,lrt)' f. To tho\e 'A1ho ren1ember that la very wa an in titution that 
~111tedated the 111erican 11ion, that wa once general throughout the 
colt)nie .. but had gradual! f'rom natural cau 'e .. become provincial and 
I al i11 the; outh, and ~ ho regarded the forcible abolition of it a. the 
bre,1cl1 of a ol inn con .. titutional compact and the infraction of a 
gu,tranteed right - l1e i till tl1e de . perado" outlaw and leader of' 
• 

1n urr t1on. 
, y 01n he i anoni,ed ~1 a aint and compar d to the a, ior· by 

oth f\ dcr1c>unced a a brt1taJ frecb oter and red-handed a~ a in. 
pinion and ntirn nt o at variance ill hardly be reconciled 

\\1 ithi11 th li\1ing generation. Of 11e thi11g howe\.er al] are agreed: it i .. , 
th,lt th i u i d ad. Th pro\ ok1ng cat1 "C of John Brown' ampaign in 

,1n ~, and i '" uri, hi raid into irginia~ and the civil war of which it 
\ a th 

Th 
for 1·un11 r no I n°er exi t "' . 

·or,n of in,1oluntar ~ r,1itud and O\vner~hip of egroe ~ called 
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slavery, which existed in the southern States, with all that was good and 
all that was evil in it (and there was much of both) has, as a result of the 
civil war, disappeared forever. It is no longer a bone of contention 
between the North and the South, a thorn in the side of the nation. But 
while the issue is dead, the facts of history remain; and the time ought 
now to have arrived when the people of a reunited country, reserving their 
private judgments, may, with fair-mindedness and toleration, and without 
suspicion of ulterior motive, entertain the statement of any authentic facts 
relating to questions upon which they have heretofore differed, and accept 
them in the interest of Truth. It is in this spirit we approach the subject of 
this article. The incidents herein narrated are taken from reliable records 
made at the time of their occurrence~ the observations upon them are 
intended to be from a conservative southern standpoint. It is mainly the 
trial of John Brown that is here-in proposed to be treated, but it is 
necessary to give some account of his raid and capture in Virginia in 
order to fully understand the motives which impelled him and to ascertain 
the specific offenses for which he was tried and executed. 

The attack upon Harpers Ferry, Virginia according to the confe sion of 
John E. Cook, a co-conspirator with Brown, and a captain in his forces, 
who was also captured, tried and executed, was planned by Brown some 
two years previous to its enactment, near Lawrence, Kansas. It was 
nothing less than a plan to instigate, organize, arm and lead, a general 
servile insurrection of the Negro slaves throughout the southern States. 

Harpers Ferry, Virginia, was selected for several reasons, as the most 
suitable point to inaugurate the insurrection it being located on the 
northern boundary of Virginia, near the base of the blue ridge mountains, 
only a hort distance from the free state of Pennsylvania, from which he 
could with least danger of detection transport men provisions and arms, 
to some safe contiguous rendezvous. On the plantations in the 
neighboring counties of Virginia, there were a large number of slaves, and 
at Harpers Ferry, there was located a United States armory and arsenal, 
containing many stands of arms and a quantity of ammunition, with 
which, when in his possession, he could arn1 his insurgent followers. 

His movement from Kansas towards Harpers Ferry was necessarily 
slow; and, in order that they should not miscarry, his plans were 
conducted with the greatest care and deliberation. As he was obliged to 
thoroughly test his recruits, before he dare tru t them in so bold and 
hazardous an enterprise, the process of recruiting required no little time. 

Moving with his party from Kansas to Tabor, Iowa, where he had a 
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ear bef'ore accumulated ome two hundred harp 'I rifle , two hundred 
r o)v rs and a large quantity of ammunition and continuing there for 
01ne time he obtained team and tran ported the ar1n and upplie by 

. low tage to Ohio, and thence to Chamber burg Penn. From that place 
h proceeded to a farm he had rented in Maryland on the Blue Ridge 
Mountai11 about four mile from Harper Ferry known a the Kennedy 
farm. Her he furthered a ured him elf of the teadfa tne and 
d t rrnination of hi follower who now numbered twenty-one men of 

horn fi,,e wer egr e . 
hile on the route fr m Kansa they from time to time recei ed ome 

kind of militar in truction under one Col. H. Forbe'" 'I who later de erted· 
and th f ar that h might betray the obj ct of the expedition omewhat 
dela ed Brown -- movement . 

John . ook, who by agreement had preceded Brown to the 
neighborhood of Harp r Ferry on the Maryland ide of the Potomac 
Ri r, and later married a woman in the neighborhood and opened a 

hool. He had then the opportunity to become quite familiar with 
Harp r~ Ferr and the 'urrounding country. 

John Bro n a urned the name and become known in Harper Ferry 
and th 11e1ghb rhood a , John mith. From the mountain fa1·1n, now the 
h adquarter. of the party under color of pro pecting for ore Brown and 

ok r onnoitered the neighborhood generally. 
hey and other of the part often went into Harper en·y to purcha e 

pro\ 1 .. io11 .. and at the arne time to obtain uch information about the 
annOT)' and ,tr enal as \ArOuld make th attempt to capture them rea onably 
r, ur . They al o 1nade frequent i . 1t to the near-by plantation in 
Jeff r on and larke countie. irginia .. under preten e of bu ine by 
da.; a11d Ia11de tin ly at night for the purpo 'e of communicating \Ar'ith 
th egro "' lav and inciting them to join the prop .. din urrection. 

Ith ugh, a the re ult pro,,ed, he did not u ceed in inducing them to 
j ir1 hin1 it i ~ ertain he had a uran e from quite a number that they 
'Aould do o: 1nan of th tn .. no doubt con ented in order to get rid of 
him : a r·c v.1 per hap " i n t e 11 de d to 'A' a it u n ti I the , u e of the attempt 

l1 uld b a ured. Bro n e\1identl)1 e ·pected that a large number Vlould 
j in l1in1, a he added to th arn1~ ~ creted at the mountain rendez ou .. 
f"ift n hund1·ed pik 2 ,,1 ith hi h to arn1 uch egroe a might not 
und r. land tl1e u of r·irearn1 . 

Th \\
1 r O\'e)' d in trong b • ~ marked ·~~~pade ho el and 

pi k _ .. , l1 e pike~ \V re deadl -looking\ apon con "i ting of a doubt -
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edge blade, fourteen inches long by two wide, tapered to a point with 
cross-guard, and attached to the end of a stout pole or handle, some six 
feet long. Specimens of them are still in possession of persons in the 
neighborhood. 

A provisional constitution, for the government of the territory expected 
to be overrun, had been drafted and adopted at a secret convention of 
Abolitionist, held in May, 1858, at Chatham, Canada. 

John Brown was elected Commander-in-Chief, J. H. Kagi, Secretary of 
War, and Richard Realf, Secretary of State. 

It provided for legislative, executive and judicial branches. The draft of 
this provisional constitution, was captured by the Virginia military, 
together with other papers, and a large number of letters addressed to 
Brown from northern accomplices. 

A short time before making the raid, Brown issued commissions to the 
men appointed as officers, and he and all of them took an oath of 
allegiance to the provisional constitution. 

The time set for the attack upon Harpers, Ferry was the 24th day of 
October, 1859; but owing to pressure from friends in the North, and 
fearing that the presence of his party in the mountain had excited 
suspicion, he suddenly dete11r1ined to make the attack on Sunday night, 
October 16. 

The movement, accordingly, began about ten o'clock that night. The 
Town of Harpers Ferry lies in an angle between the Potomac and 
Shenandoah rivers, which conjoin there, and flow through a gap in the 
mountain. A short distance above the point of junction, the Baltimore & 
Ohio railroad crossed the Potomac over a long bridge, where a watchman 
and lights were maintained. Approaching from the Maryland side, Brown 
and his party captured the watchman and extinguished the lights on the 
bridge. A guard of four or five insurgents left to occupy the bridge, '' 
held up'' the east bound express train, which arrived shortly after one 
o'clock A.M. 

At this time Hayward Sheppard, a Negro porter going upon the bridge 
to ascertain what was the matter, was ordered by the insurgents to halt 
and join them, and turning to run, he was shot down, dying in a short 
time. 

A detachment of insurgents was sent to capture and occupy Hall's 
rifle-works, on the Shenandoah side of the town; while Brown and the 
main body proceeded to occupy the United States Arsenal and buildings 
lying along the Potomac, a short distance from the bridge. A part of his 
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plan of~ c,lmpaign contemplated the capture of prominent citizen to be 
11 ld a ho tag in order, a he explained, to enable him to make terin of 
apitulation in ca e of being be ~ieg d, and al o to prevent the u e of 

,1rtiller ,1gain "t him. or thi purpo~e, Captain tephen ( ic) of hi 
comm't11d, with John . Cook and other , proceeded to the fa1·1n of Col. L. 

. ,1 hington John I tadt ( ic) and other a few mile off in Virginia 
ar1~e .. ted them, and taking a number of their lave compelled them to 
hit h hor to carriage and wagon and brought them all back to 
Harp r err ; the citizen a pri oner , while the la e having pike 
pla ed in their hand , were ordered to join the in urrection. They took 
from olonel a~ hington hou e ome valuable relic a word and a 
pair of pi .. tol that had de .,cend d to him by inheritance from General 

a" 1, i ngton. 
Th t()Wn had now become alarmed, and the citizen, realized that it 

a, in po "e ion of ar1ned men. 
itiz n 11amed Joseph Boerly wa~ hot ·tanding in hi door. Some 

itiz n b thi ti1ne app ared with arm , and the in urgent , eeing they 
ould be re .. i ted began to withdraw within the arn1ory ground , lea ing 

a , n1all deta hm nt n th bridge and a few occupying the lower part of 
th to n. pre rider ~ quickl alarm d the country a far a 

harle~to n, ,1.. ome ten mile~ di tant, and by ten o clock on the 
morning of tl1e I 7th 'I the Jeff r on Guard:, a military company of the 

i r g i n i ,1 , , o I u n t er~ , and c i t i z en~ i n g I y and i n q u i ck 1 y organized 
d tachme11t . . armed \)\1 ith hate r wa at hand, were en route to the 
r cu . The J ffer on Guard cro ed the Potomac abo e the town and 
ca111e d v.1n to th 111outh of the 1·ailroad bridge on the Maryland ~ide fired 
a volley and charged the bridge, killing everal in urgent and capturing 
mt t of th other ~tationed on it. There wa~ de~ultory firing between the 
in t1rg 11t 'tnd the citiz n~ in th .. treet of the town. 

1r. 011tair1e Beckharn. an ag d and r pected citizen and lo al agent 
for the rai I road con1p,1n ~ a ~ hot and killed by the in .. urgent.. near the 
bridge. ,111d r. eor ee Turner a prominent itiz n, a graduate of Vv' e t 
Point. v.1a~ killed on 1-ligh tr et b an in urgent from the corner of the 
tr t bel \\' . b ut th a111e time r. amuel Young, citizen of 
ha1·) tO\\' n a11d ,1 numb r of other ere mor or le e erel 

\\'Ot111ded. 1ilitar , ompc nie f1·om n ighboring town came in upon the 
L n during th da)' . Bro,1t1 n and the remainder of his part had now 

\\1ithdra,\1 11 \\1ithi11 th n<1 ine-h u in th am1 ry ground . barri ad d the 
d r and fr 111 loc phole f'ir d upon th ir a ailant . n the e,1ening of 
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the 17th, an attack was made on the small party of insurgents who had 
occupied the Hall rifle-works, when one of them was killed. 

A parley was open by Brown's sending one of his hostages under 
parole to return, with a verbal proposition to the effect that if he would be 
allowed to retire with his men, living, dead, wounded and prisoners, a 
short distance across the bridge, he would release the prisoners. 

To this Col. Robert W. Baylor ,2 commanding the volunteer forces, 
replied, declining the proposal, but agreeing that if he would release the 
citizens held as prisoners, he would leave the United States government to 
deal with him as to the property he had seized. 

Substantially the same proposal, submitted in writing, was declined, 
and operations ceased for the night. 

On the night of the 17th, a company of United States marines arrived 
at Sandy Hook, on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, a short distance east 
from Harpers Ferry, under Colonel, afterwards General,3 Robert E. Lee. 

They were immediately marshaled over and stationed so as to closely 
invest the engine-house. Early in the morning Colonel Lee demanded the 
surrender upon ter1ns previously offered by Colonel Baylor, which were 
declined, and the attack by the marines immediately began. 

An attempt was made to batter down the doors of the engine-house 
with heavy sledge hammers, but failed. An improvised battering ram 
consisting of a ladder operated by an assaulting party of marines led by 
Lieutenants J. E. B. Stuart and Israel Green, was successfully used against 
the doors , which gave way, and the marines pouring in soon overpowered 
Brown and his party and released the prisoners. One marine was killed in 
the attack and several wounded. Brown was twice wounded before he 
surrendered, and two of his sons killed. Of the twenty-two insurgents 
who invaded Harpers Ferry, twelve were killed and five taken prisoners; 
two others were subsequently captured in Pennsylvania. 

They were conveyed as soon as possible on the day of their capture to 
Charlestown, the county seat of Jefferson county, Virginia, and confined 
there in the county jail. 

On October the 20th, there was a formal commitment of the prisoners 
by Robert Chew, Esq., a justice of the peace, upon oaths of Hon. Henry A 
Wise, governor of Virginia, Andrew Hunter, a leader of the Jefferson bar, 
and John W. McGinnis, a constable, and upon the admission and 

2 The 55th Regiment Virginia Militia, the first to engage Brown's men, was commanded by 
Colonel James T. Gibson. Baylor relieved him late on the 17th of October. 

3 In the army of the Confederate States during the Civil War. 
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confe ~ ion of tl1e pri oner .. to wit: John Brown Aaron C. tephen ( ic) 
dwin oppie, ( ic) white men and hield Green and John Copeland 

fr 0 ro ~ . 
t the ~ ame ti1ne a warrant wa i~ ued to the heriff to ummon at lea t 

ight j11 tice "' of tl1e county to meet at the courthou e on the twenty-fifth 
day of ctob r ~ to hold a c urt for the further examination of the 
pri~oner a~ to the offen~e with which they tood charged. Thi court it 
ma b r m mbered which con 1 t of not le than fi e ju tice of the 
ount)' had the right to acquit a party charged with a criminal offen e, but 

not th right to c n ict. 
If of th opinion that the party ought not to be acquitted, it became 

th ir dut to end the a e on to the circuit court a a court of oyer and 
t rminerA. 

Pur t1ant to ummon ~ the court of ju tice met on the twenty-fifth day 
f O tober and immediatel entered upon the e amination of Brown and 

hi~' a ociate upon th commitment, which wa for trea on and murder. 
pon inquir}' of the court it wa a certained that the pri oner had no 

c un, I. Here Br wn aro e and addre ed the court to the effect that he 
had be 11 promi ed a fair trial but he did not believe he would have it. He 
had n coun el, but if allowed time would ha e coun el of hi own 
cho ing. He did not ct1re for the mo kery of a trial; the court could ave 
it 1f th tin1 and pen. of a mere for1r1. The court explained that thi 
wa onl a pr li1ninar e amination and could not await the arrival of 

un.. I from the orth. The court appointed Hon. Charle J. Faulkner 
ftnd Lav., 'On Bott ~ "q. to repre ent the pri~ oner . 

Th r gentl m n of e1ninent tanding and ability who pledged 
th 1n elve~ faithful! to r pr ent the cau e of the pri oner and ecure 
tl1 m a fair arnination. Th itne e e amined were the citizen 
captured b11 Bro\\1n" p,1rt , , it11en of Harper Ferr and other \.\'ho ~ aw 
th op rati n .. of the in urgent .. . 

oun\t 1 for th pri oner ubj ct d the witne e to a rigid cro, -
aminatio11, and thr 'A' \1 [)1 impediment in the a of the pro~ ecution it 

\\' ~l po tble to do, u11der th ]a and rule of practice. 
h :a ·an1in,1tio11 b i11g nclt1ded .. the pri~ on r were rem,1nded for 

trial b for the ir u it ou11. 
The 11ph Id r nd apol gi t~ of Br0\\1n ha,,e rep atedly cl1arged that 

l1i trial \\' '-1 a mer forn,alit .... and that the temper of th people of 

' T he~1r and clctrrrnin . 
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Virginia was such that he was practically condemned before his cause 
was heard. 

Judge Richard Parker 

In this connection it will be interesting to 
give in full the charge of Judge Richard 
Parker of the circuit court of Jefferson 
County to the grand jury. Nothing could 
more fully refute the charge of prejudice. 

''Gentlemen: In the state of excitement in 
which our whole community has been thrown 
by the recent occurrences in this county, I 
feel that the charge which I usually deliver to 
a grand jury would be entirely out of place." 

''Those occurrences cannot but force 
themselves upon our attention. They must 
necessarily occupy a considerable portion of 
the time, which you will devote to your 

public duties as a grand jury." 
''However guilty these unfortunate men who are now in the hands of 

justice may prove to be, still they cannot be called upon to answer to the 
offended laws of our commonwealth for any of the multifarious crimes 
with which they stand charged, until the grand jury after diligent inquiry, 
shall decide that for these offenses they are to be put to trial." 

''I will not pe1·1r1it myself to give expression to any of those feelings 
which spring up in every heart, when reflecting upon the enormity of the 
guilt in which those are involved, who invade by force a peaceful, 
unsuspecting portion of our common country, raise the standard of 
insurrection amongst them, and shoot down without mercy Virginia 
citizens defending Virginia soil against their invasion. I must, as to every 
one accused of crime, hold as the law holds, that he is innocent until he 
shall be proved guilty, by an honest, independent and impartial jury of his 
countrymen, and what is obligatory upon me is equally binding upon you, 
and every one who may be connected with the prosecution and trial of the 
offenders. In these cases as in all others, you will be controlled by the 
oath which each of you have solemnly sworn, that you will diligently 
inquire into all offenses which may be brought to your knowledge, and 
that you will present no one through ill feelings, as well as that you will 
leave no one unindicted through fear or favor, but in all your 
presentments you will present the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth." 
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~. o be ond thi , and in tead of' tl1at intelligent inquiry and alm 
in\1 \ligation v.1l1ich you have worn to make, act upon prejudice or from 
e~citement of pa sion and you will have done a wrong to the law in 
vll1ose \ r ice ou are engaged. I aid before the e men are in the 
l1a11ds of ju tice. They are to have a fair and impa11ial trial. We owe it to 
th c,1u e of ju~ tice a well a to our own character that uch a trial hall 
b at~f orded them. If guilty th y will be ure to pay the extreme penalty of 
their guilt, and the e ampl of puni hment when thu inflicted by virtue 
of' law ill be b yond all compari ·on more efficaciou for our protection 
than an)' tortur to \ hich mere pa ~ion could ubject them. Whether it be 
i11 publi or pri ate po ition let each one of u remember that a the law 
alone ha charge of the .. e alleged offender , the law alone through it 
r cognize.d agent , mu t deal with them to the la t. It can tolerate no 
intcr·fer nee by othe1· with du tie it ha a urned to it elf. If true to 
her. lf', and he will be, our commonwealth through the court of ju tice 
\\

1ill b a ~ read to puni h the offen e of . u h interference a he i to 
pu11i .. h the e gra,, offen e.. with which he i now about to deal in ca e 
offen c~ be p1·0\ed b) legal te timony to have perpetrated. Let u all 
g ntlerner1 b ar tl1i in 1nind, and in patience await the re ult; confident 
that that re ult will be whate er trict and impartial ju tice hall determine 
to b 11ece ~ ar a11d proper. 

n the day' follo'w ing th grand jur pre ented a true bill again t each 
of the p1·isoners. The indictment was 'for con piring with lave to 
p1·odu in urrection· for trea on again t the commonwealth· and for 
mu1·dcr. •• 

111 eacl1 of the three cot1nt of the indictment the -pecific act of the 
(le u cd \\'er n1i11utel recited. 

Brown be i r1g th I ,1der of the in u1Tection wa~ fir t put upon hi trial. 
r. aulkner, one of the coun el for the pri oner before the examining 

ourt, on id ring hi dul)' to have been di .. charged had gone home, and 
the; court \vitl1 the co11 enl of Br0\\1n appointed r. Thoma C. Green to 
a i t r. Bott in the d t' n e. r. Green wa a law,er of well­

tabli lied ability \\1ho latter be (tme a judge of the upreme Court of 
' nt \Tirginia .. \\1hi h ot·fi e l1e filled with di tinction to the time of hi 

lam ,11ttd d ath. In 'OI1'ienting to defend the pri on r , he a ured the 
'OU rt tl1at he \\1ould de) o to the ,,er)' be .. ~t of· hi ability. To tho e '>-1ho 
kn ,v th~ ha1·a t r of a n Bott and Tho . . Green their 
con 11ti11g to a t a .. l1i .. " coun el a~ cln a uranc that Brown \\.1ould ha\1e 
a fair· trial. and 011e 11te ~t d at v I)' point. 
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Charles Harding, Esq., was attorney for the commonwealth, assisted 
by Hon. Andrew Hunter, a leader of the Jefferson bar and whose ability 
was recognized throughout Virginia as of the first order. Mr. Hunter 
practically managed the prosecution. 

The indictment being read, Brown pleaded ''not guilty'' and addressed 
the court, requesting delay of several days on the account of his wounds, 
and also in order that counsel of his own preference from the North might 
arrive. Upon testimony of the county physician and the jailer as to his 
physical condition, and he also being unable to give assurance that 
outside counsel would arrive, his request for delay was overruled. 

The jury of twelve to try the case was selected with the greatest care, 
and as to intelligence and character was above the average of American 
juries. Judge Parker directed the sheriff to carefully guard the jury from 
all out side communication. 

On the second day, a dispatch from Acron (sic), Ohio, addressed to 
Brown's attorneys, stated that there was hereditary insanity in Brown's 
family, and that witnesses who could prove the fact would, if desired, 
attend the trial. The dispatch being read in court, Brown arose in person 
and denied that there was insanity in his father's family, but admitted that 
on his mother's side there had been instances of it. But he refused to 
allow the plea of insanity to be put in, and remarked to the court, I am 
perfectly unconscious of insanity, and reject so far as I am capable, any 
attempt to interfere in my behalf with that plea." 

After further efforts to secure delay, which were overruled, the jury 
was sworn, and his prosecution opened. 

The facts expected to be proved in the case were presented in detail by 
the prosecuting attorneys. 

The attorneys for the defense each followed in strong addresses. Mr. 
Green warned the jury that no previous confession of the prisoner should 
influence them, that under our code ''no conviction can be made on 
confession not made in open court," and in court Brown had pleaded ''not 
guilty." As to the charge of treason, specific acts of treason must be 
proved; and it required two distinct witnesses to prove each and every act 
of treason; also it must be shown that he attempted to set up a separate 
and distinct government, and what was the purpose of the treasonable 
acts. Mr. Botts solemnly warned the jury not to be influenced by 
preconceived opinions and prejudices. He proceeded substantially over 
the ground taken by Mr. Green on each of the counts of the indictment: 
treason insurrection and murder. Both gentlemen showed a deterrr1ination 
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to avail the1n el of e ery advantage of the law, and to faithfully and 
ame tly de£ nd the prisone1·. 

larg nt1n1be1· of witne ~ e , were examined many of them 
subpocn,1ed at th in~tance of Brown. On the morning of the 28th Mr. 

eo. H. Hc))'t of Bo ton~ arrived to at a coun el for Brown and after 
pr e11ting ati 1'actor credential ~, wa pe11nitted to enter the ca e. 

During the amination of witn "e Brown made frequent admi ion 
as to pape1·s and ignature , a he aid to ave time. everal witne e for 
tJ1e pri on r being called did not respo11d promptly to their name though 
111c) t of th m Vvere within call. Brown be ame nervou and addre ed 
th court t th effect that hi witne e had not been ubpoenaed that 
had no coun el i11 \.\i horn he felt confidence~ and felt that he could not 
ha ea fair trial without ti1ne f'or coun el to arrive. 

r. Hoyt of Bo ton "'ho had been , itting in clo e conference with 
BroVv·n ~ al o appealed for time to acquaint him~ elf with the ca e, through 
e 'pre i11g e er onfid nee in the gentlemen who had been conducting 
the det'e11 e. t thi point both Mr. Ore n and Mr. Bott reque ted 
p rn1i ion to withdra f"rom the ca e in iew of the pri oner having 
d lar d hi ]a k of conf'idence in them. 

The court a ented to th withdraVval and thereupon adjourned for the 
d,t)' . n th n1oming of the 29th, tl1e fourth day of the trial~ there arrived 
a,, addition,11 coun 1 for Brown Mr. amuel Chilton of Wa hington DC 
and r. H nry Gr·i ,, old of le\1ela11d, Ohio. Th court at the reque t of 
th ~-.. gentl 1nen~ d la)' d the trial a few hourL to allow time for them to 
on ult the pri oner~ and g t acquainted with the proceeding . The 

\\1it11e "'L. e for the d fi n all app ared and te tified. The remainder of the 
da \ a. con\t1med in examination of witne e and the opening 
,1ddr of th pro~ e urion. 

n IJ011da _ the 30th. r. Gri 'Aold opened for the defen e in a 
t nip rat ,111d ma .. terf'ul argt1ment follow d by r. Chilton along much 
th "' il111e li11 . Bothe pre d them el e a plea ed at the 
traigl1tt~or\\1ard t tirno11y of the witne e ~ and the fair and impartial 

ru I i r1 g of tl1 e court . 
H 11 . ndr , Hu11ter lo d for the tat with an laborate ~ummar 

f the t~,1 t .. pro\1 11, and a log1 al and forceful itation of the law of 
\ ' ir inia appli 'abl to th ~ am . 

r·. l1 i I ton a ti n O u po n th point ca 11 e d to hi at tent i o 11 an <l fir .. t 
ad,,ant: d b , 1r. r n a ~k d th ~ourt to in ~truct the jur)' •• that if th ,, 
b 1 i ,.,,ed tl1e pr1 n r ,,,a 11ot a citiz n of irginia but of another tate _ 
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they could not convict on account of treason," which instruction was 
withheld. Exception was taken to this ruling, and is said to have been the 
only point the court of appeals found difficulty in deciding. He also 
asked the court to instruct to the effect that the jury ''must be satisfied that 
the place where the offense was committed was within the boundary of 
Jefferson County," which instruction the court granted. 

The jury immediately withdrew to consider their verdict, and returned 
in an hour with the verdict of ''Guilty''. 

The eulogists of Brown in order to present him in the role of a martyr, 
have assumed that not Brown, but the Abolition party had been on trial in 
Virginia, and that Brown, being in the hands of the Virginians, was 
hurried through a mere form of trial, and was the victim of judicial 
murder. 

There is, however, nothing to justify this assumption. The specific 
acts under each count of his indictment-inciting slaves to insurrection, 
treason against the commonwealth, and murder-were fully proven, and 
the penalty for each under the laws of Virginia, was death. 

Could Brown's crimes have been committed in Maine, Massachusetts 
or any New England state, and his trial have been conducted in any of 
their courts, under a similar penal code, his conviction would have been 
inevitable. 

The provisional government to which Brown and his followers swore 
allegiance clearly provided for the seizing and confiscating the property 
of slave-holders, and the setting up of the provisional government in the 
territory intended to be overrun; which, taken in connection with his 
invasion of the state, established both the animus and act of his treason. 

The pikes and firea1·111s put in the hands of Negro slaves, the capture of 
the arsenal and killing of citizens, showed beyond question that his 
intention was to incite and lead a servile insurrection, and was not, as was 
pleaded in his defense, a mere attempt to run the slaves off into free 
territory. 

Exception was taken by council for Brown to the jurisdiction of the 
court, upon the ground that he was arrested by United States troops, and 
within the armory yard, which was United States property; and 
consequently the jurisdiction was in a United States court. But the court 
overruled this plea to jurisdiction; first upon the grown that the offen es 
were committed outside as well as inside the a1·1r1ory yard, and secondly, 
that the State of Virginia had not divested itself of legal jurisdiction over 
property when it was acquired by the United State but had always 
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e erci~cd jurisdiction over criminal oft'ense .. committed within the 
go\ er11111ent c:;11clo ur . 

111e precedent \t\1a cited of the trial and co11viction of benezer Cox 
f 'or th~ k i 11 i n g of' o Ione 1 Du 1111 up er intend e 11 t of the United tat e'" 
ar111or at Hc1rper Ferr . tl1e murder having been committed in the office 
of' ol 11el Du11n witl1in the annor enclo ure. 

o \ a t1·ied and ~entenced by the circuit court of Jeffer~ on county, 
irgi11ia. a11d wa~ hanged at harle town. Application wa made by 

c un el for· Bro\},'n to the \Ltpreme court of appeal in Virginia, in arre'" t of 
judgment. The application wa refu d by the court of appeal and 
Brov.1n wa e cuted on the eco11d of December 1859 the day appointed 
i11 tl1e e11te11ce of the circuit court. 

hil in p1·i\on awaiting hi~ trial Brown deported him elf with 
~omething of dignit1" and while having fully reaffirmed the tatement 
made before hi trial. that hi intention wa to incite the ~ lave to 
i11 ur1· cti n h · ju~ tified hi\ act · a being impelled by con cientiou 
co11\ iction and warrant of cripture. 

t hi~ reque~t hi will wa~ written b Mr. Hunter hi chief pro ·ecuto1· 
"- itl1 wl1c)1n he had becom f1·iendly and confiding. 

I-I~ \\' r1t to hi e ecution with compo ure and met death without 
trepitiation. 

111 r vie\l/ing the trial~ it wa prob,1bly a 111i take in Brown to have 
di 111i ~ed hi'-> c)rigi11al coun "el: hile they could 11ot have prevented hi 
'011 1i tio11. )'et bei11g better acquainted witl1 the lav., . of Virginia and the 
rt11e~ of· practice i11 i1·gir1ia court than the gentleme11 who ucceeded 
th 111~ they " 'ould l1,1\1e perhap\ ~ect1red for him ome of the law' delay . 

Tl1 'l • of· Bro,i.1r1 for vlhich he uf:fered the penalty were either the 
'1 ts ot' ,1 bold ,ind agg1·e~~ i fanatic, or tho~e of an incarnate fiend. The 

<..., 

·011 er1su ot' f~1i1· opi11io11 h,1 attributed to him the for111er attribute. A 
·fanati .. i aptly de cribed ,ls 011e \\1}10 hi 1nind run awa with an idea 
111i co11cei \' d, or it irnp{)rtance u11dul magnit'"ied 1would deluge a 'A·orld 
i11 ordc1· tot ' li11gu1 h the fire in ,1 ha st(1ck. 

~ ~ 

I g11or,111t of' . egro chara ter, ,1 "" wel I a of the tr·ue relatior1 between 
111,1 t 1· ,111J 1,1\'e in the . outh rn tate .. .. Bro\ n had totall1 n1i ~conce1,1ed 
t l1 e 11 ~1 tu r of t l1 e i 11 \ t i tut i n he at t rn pt d to o \'er th r o v , and u n d ti I)' 
n1ag11 i f'i d tt1 ~ UJJpt)\Cd u nh,1pp 'Onditio11 of· the la e"' . 

I d ~t 1·111i11ed t1pon a procedure ntirel)' di .. proportionate to the end to 
ht.: obt~1i11etl. 1-l d lib rate I)' p1·01Jo ed to ~ubject the \la e holder of the 

ot1tl1 to tl1 t1nr1amablc horror fa \ r,1ile ir1 nurrection. and it necc">~ar)' 
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to destroy them, a people of the highest development, culture and 
refinement of the Anglo-Saxon race, in order to set free some four 
millions of late Africans held in servitude so mild that they were hardly 
conscious of it; and who, when he offered them the opportunity to rise, 
and placed the deadly pikes in their hands, were outraged at the 
suggestion of rising against their masters, and fled to them in terror for 
protection. An undertaking more diabolic or fanatical can hardly be 
imagined. 

But whether fiend or fanatic, felon or martyr, John Brown will remain 
a unique character in our national annals. He was unquestionably a prime 
factor in hastening the end of slavery, a riddance for which, barring the 
terms and incidents of its departure, the whole country today 
congratulates itself. But with the overthrow of slavery there was also 
overthrown that splendid social feature which made of the South an 
Arcadia, at once the admiration and envy of the outer world; a social state 
under which was developed and presented to our country its first 
president, and a line of statesmen, soldiers and jurists whose names and 
achievements are interwrought in our national foundations, and adorn the 
best pages of our country's history. 

Upon the ruins of that ancient social fabric, founded upon agriculture 
and slave labor, there is erected another, based upon industrial 
development. The former will be known in history as an extinct 
civilization- the latter, the ''New South'' is a living, potent reality. In the 
place of slavery, local in the South, there is settled upon our whole 
country-the nightmare of the unsolved ''Negro problem." 
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John Brown Trial o 1859 and the 
Virginia Insanity De ense Laws Explored 

by Jame Beckman 

HN BROWN ARRR7GXIEO 

:£FOAE rHE Counr:. 

POSTCARD, FROM THE AUTHOR'S COLLECTION, FROM A JAMES E. TAYLOR SKETCH 

lt1 h ink ha been pilled ir1 many article and book. over the year 
delineating the ba, ic fact of the Harper Ferr raid, a well a the action 
of old aptain Bro\vn in that fat ful ) ear 1859 and general biographie • of 
hi 1 ife. Oft 11 0\1erlook d in the flood of literature relating to John 
Brown and hi , raid are \1ery u11ique and particular legal i ue pertaining 
to the pro~ectttion and conviction of John Brown. Indeed, it ha .. been 
argued b1 many· that the tri,1] of John Brow11 by the Common~ealth of 

irginia in J ft'er on ount in 1 59 i 011 of the mo t famou trial in 
all of 1n ri a11 hi. t ry. For instan e" ac ording to Robert . Fergu .. on, 
th ro d\\1ard odb IT)' Profe\\Or of Law at olumbia ni er~ ity, 
in hi ~ _ 00 7 book r /1 e T ,. i c1 I i, z f \ ,, 1 e ,· i l' a 11 Life I the John Bro \\i n trial 
rem a j 11 " one of t l1 n1 o t i g 11 if i ant and t e 11 in g trial in • mer1can 

1 Robert . Fergu\on .. 111e Trilli i,1 1\111eric(,11 L,fe. The ni\'er it)' of Chicago Pre~ . 2007 
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history .2 Steven Lubet, Professor of Law at Northwestern University, also 
has called the Brown trial ''the most significant'' and ''consequential'' trial 
in American history .3 There are, of course, a host of reasons why the John 
Brown trial remains one of the penultimate trials in American history, 
including the national import and gravity of the specific offenses 
(insurrection, treason & homicide) committed by John Brown in October 
1859, as well as the ''paradox of slavery in a democratic republic''4 on 
trial and as seen through the prism of rigid legal procedure, legal process 
and the for1nalities of the ''trial ritual ."5 Additionally, it has been argued 
that the Brown case was the ''first modern courtroom event'' and that 
Brown ''may [have been] the first figure in American culture to have 
controlled the perception of a major event through self-dramatization and 
media awareness."6 Finally, there exists in the Brown trial a host of legal 
issues that continue to fascinate laypersons and scholars alike today; 
issues such as whether or not it was proper for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia to levy treason charges against Brown (who was neither a citizen 
or resident of Virginia) or whether Brown was legally insane and 
therefore not legally culpable for his crimes. 

This article explores this last issue, namely whether or not Brown was 
legally insane within the meaning of prevailing Virginia laws in effect at 
the time of his trial. This article will analyze the pre-trial, trial, and post­
trial issues pertaining to insanity under Virginia law. This article also 
explores a very rarely commented upon document relating to John 
Brown's legal status relating to insanity, namely a letter written by 
Governor Wise to Dr. Francis Stribling on November 10, 1859, while 
Brown was awaiting his execution at the hands of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia (said letter contained in the papers of Henry A. Wise, now in the 
repository of the Library of Congress). 

As one recent scholar (Bruce Olds) commented on a PBS American 
Experience episode about Brown entitled John Brown's Holy War, the 
idea of insanity is ''an idea that seems to cling to him, like a barnacle to 

2 Other trials given major treatment and discussion in Ferguson's book include the 1807 
prosecution of Aaron Burr, the prosecution of Mary Surratt in 1865, the prosecution of the 
Haymarket defendants in 1887, and the 1951 prosecution of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 

3 Steven Lubet, ''John Brown's Trial," Alabama Law Review, 52 Ala. L. Rev. 425 (Winter 
2001) 

4 Ferguson, p. 117 
5 Ibid, p. 124 
6 Ibid p. 121 
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th hull of a ._ l1ip."' an} author over the year ha e pau ed to con ~ider 
th · 4uc~tic)r1 of John Brown's anit a11d n1ental tate-and have come to 
dif~fering conclu ion~. For in -- ranee, in the fir t book written about Brown 
withi11 a year of hi e ecL1tion .. Jame Redpath di mi ed Brown' alleged 
111ental i11 tability and insanity, writing that the plea of in anity [wa ] 
firl t ad anced by political 1no11omaniac in the orthern State , who 
could not u11der tand a heroic ,1ction when they aw one .... "'7 In Allan 

evi11l " f',1r11ou multi-volume work on Abraham Lincoln (on the ection 
p rtaining to John Brown) evin in .. i ted that Brown wa uffering 
f1~0111 rec1~oning in anit or ambitiou , paranoia ' a mental di ea e 
cha1·acterized by \,~)' temati7 d delu~ion . ' 8 On the other hand O wald 

,1rri , 011 illard (gra11d\ on of William Lloyd Garri on), in hi \ cla ic 
19 l 0 book on John Brown entitled Jo/111 81·ovt111: A Biogrc1phy Fift)1 Years 
fte,,. ~ decla1·cd B1·own , ane writing poignantly a~ follow : ' o lunatic 

e, er)' pe11ncd ~uch ele\1ated and high-minded and uch con i tent epi tle 
la~ Brown had penned fro111 hi pri on cell in Charle town]. If to be 
d \' ted to 011e idea, or to a ingl cause i to be a monomaniac then the 
\,\ or]d <)~ c mt1ch of it progre~ to~'ard indi idual and racial freedom to 
lunac of thi ,,ariet . If John Brown wa in ane on the ubject of 
la,1ery, \O v-.,, re Lucretia otta and Lydia Maria Child while Garri on 

and Phillip a11d 1-Ior,ice Greele ~hould never have been allowed to go at 
large ... if' John Bro~'n wa the victim of an idee fixe , o -vva Martin 
Luthe1·~ and o ,~,,ere all the mart r to freedom of faith. 9 

et, it i ,1ery dangerou .. for the hi torian to do a p ychological profile 
l)f' a hi "torical figur like BroVvn unle pecifically trained to do o. A 
e111ir1 11t John Brov.1n hi:·torian tephen Oate ha written, it i one thing 
to Ie,1m t1·on1 \\1l1'1t p "' )'Chology ha taugl1t u about human being . It i 
quite another f'or the hi torian~" to a~ u1ne th role of~ the p ychiatri t, a 

vin did ,~.1ith Bro, 11, and t<) per i ,t in diagno ing the mental di ea e' 
of ~" 0111e long- J ad l1i~ tor·ical figure who hidden anxietie and inner 

011fl ict an11ot be probed in p ychiatric e . ion . "1 C) While a qualified 

7 J ,1111t s Rcdpalh. "/11e P11/Jlic Life of Ctl/Jl. J<; l111 Br<J\,111. Tha)1er and Eldridge 1860. pp . 
() - 09 

8 ll~1n " c,1in . ·111 E111e1·ge11ce of Li11co/11 olu r11e II) . l1arlc Scribner·\ ans: 1950. pp. 
7 -77:quoLed ~1l "'o in tephen Oate '"' . O,,,. Fie1·}1 T1·ic1/ : Abrc1lzt1111 I.Ji11 c(J/11 , J o/111 B1-(Ji1,,r , 

c,,,d 1/1e il1il \.\1ar £1·<1. ni,,t=r it)' of 1a ~J hu ctt ~ Pre I 979. p. 6 
9 '"' \\', Id arri 011 \ 1illard. J o /111 B1·0,,111 : B,c, 1ra1,l1 , l ;-l}f)1 YearJ· 1\fte1·. Hougl1ton 1ifflin 

on1paI1 : 191 ( . pp. -o9-,.) 0 
I() leph Tl ate" . 01,r Fier)' 1rial: 1\ b1·(1/1a111 J..,i11co/11. J o /111 BrO \t?/l t (l/1(/ r/1e Ci,1il l\'ar Era. 

r1i,, r 1t_ ' of l[t a huL,clt .. Pre : 1979. p. 7 
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psychologist might be able to make a diagnosis of Brown based upon the 
large volume of writings left behind by Brown, 11 this article will not 
address the medical issue of whether John Brown suffered from a bona 
fide mental disease or defect of the mind or labored under such a mental 
disease or defect which would today merit a classification of being 
mentally ill by competently trained professionals. Rather, the main goal 
of this article is to discuss the ger1nane laws of insanity prevailing in 
Virginia in 1859 and how these laws impacted John Brown's trial 
(including pre-trial issues of insanity, trial issues, and post-trial issues). 

The denial of criminal responsibility under the insanity test is a legal 
dete1·1nination to be done by judge and jury, and not medical personnel. 
As experienced criminal lawyers are apt to say even today, the issue of 
insanity in a criminal case is a legal question and legal dete11nination, and 
not a medical one. That is, while medical and psychiatric testimony is 
helpful in understanding the criminal mindset, such testimony is not 
dispositive in the resolution of the case. Ultimately, whether or not a 
criminal defendant is released from criminal accountability by virtue of the 
insanity defense depends upon the application of the facts of the case to a 
specific legal test for insanity utilized in the jurisdiction at issue. Then, the 
jury, applying the fact of the case to the test, will determine whether or 
not a defendant is not guilty by reason of insanity. Governor Wise 
understood this in 1859, as on November 10, 1859, Wise wrote out orders 
(later countermanded by Wise) to a medical doctor commanding the doctor 
to personally examine Brown and report back to Wise. Wise instructed the 
doctor, one Francis A. Stribling (superintendent of the Virginia Western 
Lunatic Asylum at Staunton), to deter1r1ine whether Brown was ''sane, in 
the sense of legal & rational responsibility for crime," 12 and not in the 
sense of medical treatment or diagnosis. As the Pennsylvania State 
Supreme Court said in 1885 only twenty-six years after the Brown case, 
''while a slight departure from a well balanced mind may be pronounced 
insanity in medical science, yet such a rule cannot be recognized in the 
administration of law when the person is on trial for the commission of a 
high crime." 1 3 Thus, under the law, one can be mentally ill without being 

1 1 Interview with Dr. Jeffrey Klepfer, Associate Professor of Psychology, The University of 
Tampa, on March 18, 2009 

12 Counte11nanded Letter from Governor Wise to Dr. Stribling, dated November 10, 1859, 
and contained as part of the Henry A . Wise papers at the United States Library of 
Congress. 

13 Taylor v. Com., 109 Pa. St. 262 (1885) 
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)t;gal in .. ane. cdi 'ale idence and t ., timo11y is helpful<\ but not di po ,itive 
ot" pro ing r di pr ing in, anit . In anity for purpo. e of an affi11native 
ci fi n at trial i L a legal dete11nination and to b done by the judge/jury by 
appl ing a ~pecifi , legal t t to the ca e at hand. 

The Pre-Trial Is ue of Insanity in Brown's Case 
her1e er the i .. ue of mental tability of a defendant i called into 

qu . tion there are two major point in a trial where the defen e may rai e 
this i ~tte 1 namel}' before trial during a competency hearing and during the 
trial ,1~ ,1n affi1·1nati've def'en e (i.e. the in anity defen e). A competency 
h ,1ring d al. \.\1ith tl1e mental well-being of the defendant to tand trial. 

l1at i tl1e court i .. charg d with determining whether or not the 
defendant i ufficientl lucid to under ,tand the charge levied again t 
him and to aid in hi defi n e during the trial. In dete11r1ining competency 
the urt inquire into the defendant" ,, mental tate of mind at the time of 
t1·ic1/ and not at the time when the under] ing criminal off en e occurred). 
If th dt;f endant under "land wh he i ~on trial and he can minimally 
a , ~i t hi coun~el in the ca the court would determine the defendant 
c mpetent to tand trial. 14 If th defendant were declared to be 
in on1petent t ., ta11d trial the charg and pro ecution would be held in 
ab Y<=lnce u11ti l uch time a the d fendant regain d hi competency. In 
th \\'Ord of an older text re ounting the ~tatu of the common law 
r g~1rdi11g i11 anit~ in the 1 00 " the court hould determine whether the 
defi ndant i~ on1pct 11t to tand trial and ~~if he i found i11 ane hould 
re1na11d l1i111 to jail or com1nit him to a ho pital for the inane until hi ._ 
r C()\,Cr)' . tl1 n h will b tried for the offen ~ e a~ charged in the 
indi trnent.~" 1 c; 

Tht1 .. on dr1e .. da , Octob r 26~ 1 59, after the irginia tate Ci1·cuit 
ot1rt on\1e11 d its ~e l ion ,1nd th ariou Harper Ferry defendant~ were 

arraiene I i ... the indi tn1e11t wa .. read to the defendant and each 
'-' 

defenda11t pl cl ~ not 0 uilty' , th pro')ecutor ndrew Hunter announced 
that ~ .. th t,1te e}t;ct to try J hn Brown fir t. "16 Thi ,lnnouncement wa 
n1 t in1n1ediatt: l v. 1th Judge Richard Parker· re. p n" that ~ .. hi condition 
1nt1 t fir t b inquired ir1to ~ .. meaning that Brown~ competenCj' to ta11d 

1 
i fl . D t1gla~ inger a11d \\' illia1n 0 . Krohn /11'\a11ir) ' ,111d rlit La,,,. P. Blaki ton· ~on&. 

: 19-4, p. _ 
1 c; Ibid. p. _ 7 
10 l:d\'.'ard. t()ne. ed. /11cide111 at H <11·1J ,~'· Ferr). Prc11ticc-Ilall : 1956. p. 115 (quoting tria1 

cra11 ript rt publisl1cd b) h 1ational lntelligcn t:f. aturda)' . 0 tober 29. I 59 
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trial must first be determined. At this point, Brown's appointed defense 
counsel, Lawson Botts 1 7 stood up and declared that Brown is ''mentally 

and physically unable to proceed with his trial 
at this time." 1 8 As described by long time 
Jefferson County historian Professor Millard K. 
Bushong: ''Brown was examined by Dr. Gerald 
F. Mason, a reputable Charles Town physician, 
who pronounced him perfectly able to stand 
trial. For moral effect upon his Northern 
friends the prisoner asked per1nission to recline 
on a couch during the trial. The request was 
granted." 19 According to the trial transcripts, 
Dr. Mason was sworn in as a witness on 
Wednesday, October 26, 1859, and testified that 
Brown was ''able to go on understandingly with 
his trial ... [ and Mason] heard him complain of 

Lawson Botts debility, but not of hardness of hearing ."20 

After Dr. Mason concluded his testimony, the 
court called Brown's jail or, John A vis, as witness, and inquired into 
Brown's mental stability. A vis testified that he had ''heard Brown 
frequently say ... that his mind was confused and his bearing 
affected ... [but] would not like to give any opinion as to his ability to 
stand his trial.''21 After these two witnesses, Judge Parker refused to 
postpone the trial, which means in essence that Judge Parker declared 
Brown competent to stand trial. 

The Trial Issues of Insanity 
The second instance in which the mental stability of the defendant 

comes into question is during the trial - when the defendant may raise the 

1 7 Brown had several sets of lawyers during his three and a half day trial. Court appointed 
Lawson Botts and Charles J. Faulkner represented Brown in pre-trial hearings. Thomas 
C. Green (the then-mayor of Charlestown) replaced Faulker for the trial. However, 
Brown was distrustful of the appointed counsel. Three additional lawyers were provided 
by Brown supporters in the North, namely the inexperienced twenty-one year old George 
Hoyt (who Brown called the ''beardless boy''), and veteran lawyers Samuel Chilton (from 
Washington, DC) and Hiram Griswold (from Cleveland, Ohio) . Botts and Green 
withdrew from the case upon the arrival of these three additional lawyers. 

1 8 Stone, p. 115 
19 Millard K. Bushong, Historic Jefferson County, Carr Publishing Company: 1972, p. 191 
20 Stone , p. 116 
2 1 Ibid 
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,1 ft· i r rn at i \' e tie fen~ e of i 11 ~ an i t . The i n ~an it def en e operate a a 
c 1111)lete dcf·e11~e ,1gain t crimi11al charges, meaning that a Ltcce .. ful 
de fend,int i r·our1d .. not guilty b rea on of insanity', and all criminality 
i r1egat d. On the ne t dc1y of th trial, on Thur day, October 27, 1859 
Brow11· L. law_ e1·s atte1npted to do ju~t thi -rai~e the in anity defen eon 
behalf of Brown and co1npletely negate hi cri1ninal re pon ibility for the 
Harpers err)' raid. Brow11' '" lawyer Bott , came into court and read a 
telegraph he had allegedly recei ed '\thi morning' from a re ident of 

kror1, Ohio (fron1 .H. L wi ) that in anity i hereditary in that 
fa1nil _, -- Ho\.~/e 1· Brown coun el Bott had to weakly add that 
~~ apt,1in Brown al. o de~ired hi counL el to ay that he doe not put in 
a11 plec.t of i11~anit , and if he ha ever been at all in ane he i totally 
uncon\ciou\ of it ... . '·2 To make matter much wor e for the defen e 
te,1m, a the trial tra11~cript read \"Brown then rai ed him elf up in bed 
in the ha1·le\ Town courtroom ,1nd declared that 'I reject so far a I am 
apable an11 atte1npt to interfere in my behalf on that core. He 

~"cli\dai11[cd)'' the idea of rai ing the in anity defen e in hi ca e and 
ed it '·a'i a rni er,1ble artit'ice for which he did not wi h to be 

,1 s ci,1tcd. In the trial tran cript , Brown i~ quoted a follow : 

I look upon it a a 111i crable artifice and pretext; I view it with 
conte1npt 1nore than otherwi e. .. I remarked to Mr. Green in ane 
p r ons. o f,1r ,1~ 1ny e perience goe , have but little ability to 
judge of tl1e i r C)\\ n ., ,1n ity • and if I am in ane, of cour~ e I hou ld 
thi11k I k110\\' r11()re th,1n all the re .. t of the world. But I do not think 
o. I ,1n1 p rf~ectl)' u11co11 L_ ciou of insanit)' and reject~ o far a .. I 

t1111 c~11J,1bl ftn11 attempt to interfere i11 m) behalf on that core. 

Indeed~ t~el\c da ' ,1ftcr l1i trial~ on ovember 18 1859~ Mary 
l3r()\\111, John BrO\A/TI,~ l eco11ci wife. re ponded to the i .. sue of inanity a 
j'o l lo\\''" : 

I n ,,er knC\\' of hi in '" '"1nit11 • tin ti I I r ad it in the ne l paper . He i, 
·1 'lea1·-l1e,1dl:d n1,1r1. H ha ,1l\\1a1 been, a11d now i entire} i11 

t1i 1·iel1t 111i11d. l1 i ·:1 1,,, ,111 coc)l. deliberate. ,tnd ne er o, er-ha l)' : 

but he l1a al\\' ,l)' con ider·ed that h1 fir ., t percept1011 ., of~ dut , and 

-- Ibid. p. 117 
- lbi I 
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his impulses to action, were the best, and the safest to be followed. 
He has almost always acted upon his first suggestions. No, he is 
not insane. His reason is clear. His last act was the result, as all 
others have been, of his truest and strongest conscientious 
convictions.24 

So, the insanity defense was never considered by the jury in the case, 
and the court spent the rest of the trial on whether or not Brown 
committed treason, conspired to cause slave insurrection, or was 
responsible for homicide. As mo t readers know, Brown was found 
guilty on all charges, and executed on those charges on December 2, 
1859. 

But what if Brown would have allowed the insanity plea to be raised 
in his defense-what would have been the result? What was the specific 
test for insanity in Virginia in 1859 (i.e., what were the factors?) and how 
would Brown have actually faired then (or now) under the test for 
insanity? In Virginia, prior to 1839, one of the most popular articulations 
of the grounds for insanity (throughout both England and the United 
States) was a test known as the ''wild-beast'' test. This test, first set forth 
in England in 1723, required a successful defense counsel raising the 
issue to prove that the defendant was devoid of rationality of a man, and 
acted as a brute or wild beast. As was set forth by the presiding judge of 
the case of 1723, ''it is not every kind of frantic humor, or something 
unaccountable in a man's actions, that points him out to be such a 
madman as is exempted from punishment; it must be a man that is totally 
deprived of his understanding and memory, and doth not know what he is 
doing, no more than an infant, than a brute or wild beast; such as one is 
never the object of punishment."26 

However, in the early 1800s, courts in both the United States and 
England began to augment the ''wild-beast'' test with the ''knowledge 
test." Simply stated, the ''knowledge test'' asked whether or not the 
defendant was so mentally delusional as to not understand right or wrong 
as defined by society's laws (i.e., does the defendant have knowledge that 

24 Redpath, p. 309 (quoting trial transcripts as published by The National Intelligencer, 
Saturday, October 29, 1859) 

25 Richard Warch and Jonathan Fanton, John Brown, Prentice-Hall: 1973, p. 87 (quoting 
The New York Times, November 18, 1859) 

26 Singer, p . 282-283 
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he i~ g nerally ,,iolating ociet ' . laVv in committing the act in 
qu ~ tion? . By the 1830s in irginia thi ~ knowledge ba ed in anity 
d t' 11 e took h Id. one author wrote in 1924 ~from thi time on 
. ()mewl1(1t in ~idiou "' l)' tl1 knowledge te. t crept in and upplemented the 
wild-beast te\t. Tl1u the law changed con iderably without formal 
a k11o'A1ledgem nt of it changing. The knowledge te '" t, that i the power 
of' di tingui hing 1-ight fron1 wrong .. wa. however, not in relation to the 
pa1·ticular act in que tion but wa ge11eral and applied to right from 
wrong 1n the ab~tract. •27 The knowledge t t ba ically required that the 
def nda11t 11ot appreciate that he wa gen rally or pecifically violating 
'" ociet)1 ' la\\ when he committed the offen e. In the econd earlie t 
reported judicial deci~ ion 1n th ommonwealth of Virginia dealing with 
i11 ,1nit (from I 39) 28 it i appar nt from the written deci ion in the 
',:l e that \ lirginia court. adopt d thi new knowledge te t by the 1830 . 
The irginia judge in 1839 wrote a , follow regarding the in anity 
defen in \1irginia: l,'In order to u .. tain the defence [ ic] of in anity et 
up b)' th pri~ oner, and e empt him from re pon ibility legal and moral 
f r th homi ide with hich he i charged. you mu t be ati fied from the 
e,1 id nee, that when he om1nitt d the act he wa incapable in 
'On. equence of in~anity either partial or general . of judging between right 
and 'A'rong or good and e\1il ~ and that at the time he committed the act he 
did not con. icl r it a crime. an a t e ii in it elf or forbidden by the law of 
the land.~~2 < 

In th I 50~ , court in - ngland and the nited tate had begun to cite 
th no~, -f ,1n1 o u '"' I 4 .. I, ' a gh ten t t \ of in an it . Danie 1 M a gh ten 
\ a a delt1 ional ,tnd pa1·~1noid indi idual in England who erroneou ly 
b Ii ed the P1-ime Mini ter ir Robert Peel) wa following M aghten 
\' ry\vhere and atte n1pting to de~" troy M aghten' life and r putation. 

In re pon: e to th delu ion , aghten intended to kill the Prime 
I i11i f'\ t 1· .. but in tead ~ hot and kill d the Prime ini ter ec1~etary 
d\\1,11·d I ru111111ond b .. 1 111i take. t ' aght n' ~ t1-ial, the court declared 

' 1 ,1 g h t 11 not g u i J t )' b )' re ,1 o 11 o f i n .. a 11 i t )' - de pit e the fact th at 
1' a l1ten kr1 \\' he \\1a co1111nitting homicide in iolation of Engli h 

)a\\'s . Thi \1 rlii 't c,1u ed an uproar throughout Great Britain (including 

- 7 lbi J. JJ. 
- 8 , ,vatki,1 \1 • 0 1111110 11,,1ea/1/1 of \1i,· i 11ia, c Leigh 67 , 6 a. 67 (Ge11eral ()Urt of 

\1 i rg in i a. 1 9 
- ' J Ibid 
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Queen Victoria)30 and Queen Victoria requested that the House of Lords 
inquiry into the status of the law of insanity as applied throughout the 
Common Law Courts of England. This request by Queen Victoria caused 
the House of Lords to propound a group of questions to a group of 
English Common Law trial judges on the laws of insanity. The questions 
were exhaustively and thoroughly responded to by the trial judges, and 
the gist of the responses became known as the ''M'Naghten test'' for 
insanity. This test subsequently proliferated throughout the United States 
in the middle to late 1800s. The Supreme Court of Virginia expressly 
approved of the test in a decision rendered in 1871-although the test was 
very likely utilized by the general trial courts of Virginia in the 1850s and 
1860s. Indeed, even as of 2009, approximately one-half of the state 
courts of the United States still adhere to the ''M'Naghten'' test for 
insanity, including Virginia. 

The M'Naghten test (as first stated by the English trial judges in 1843 
in response to the questions propounded by the House of Lords) simply 
states the rule as follows: ''To establish a defense on the ground of 
insanity, it must be clearly proved that at the time of committing the act 
the accused was laboring under such a defect of reason from disease of 
the mind as not to know the nature and quality of the act he was doing, or, 
if he did know it, that he did not know what he was doing was wrong."31 

In short, an accused defendant was insane only if he failed to grasp the 
nature of the act itself (i.e., did not know what physical acts he was doing) 
or did not know that the act was wrong (i.e., a violation of society's laws) . 
The M'Naghten test is generally consistent with the ''knowledge test'' as 
set forth and explained by the 1839 decision Gwatkin v. Commonwealth 
of Virginia.32 Over a century later, the Virginia Supreme Court re-stated 
its early adherence to the M'Naghten test, stating that ''[i]n the case of 
Boswell v. The Commonwealth, 61 Va. 614 (20 Gratt.) 860 
(1871) ... Virginia adopted the M'Naghten ... rule for proof of insanity ." 
The Virginia Supreme Court went on to say that ''a word-for-word 

30 Even Queen Victoria was reputedly outraged, and when hearing of M'Naghten's 
acquittal by reason of insanity, reputed remarked as follows: ''What do you mean, not 
guilty? I saw him do it." 

3 1 H. Maudsley, Responsibility in Merital Disease, D. Appleton & Co: 1876, p. 95 
32 There are subtle differences which are beyond the scope of this article. For instance, the 

M'Naghten Test requires evidence of a bona fide ''disease of the mind, which the ''wild­
beast'' or ''knowledge test'' presumably did not. The differences are not ge1111ane to John 
Brown, as will be described, he would not have been successful under any of the insanity 
tests - bona fide' disease of the mind'' or not . 
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0111p,11·i on of the holding i11 , aghten with the in truction approved in 
Bo \ ell de1non trate ~ conclu ively that MtNagl1ten wa followed 
e plicitl in Bo'"v\1le/l .. : 

i e11 tl1e abo\'e law on insanity in irginia in I 859, John Brown wa 
\,\ i i11 r fu ing to take refuge in the defen e, a he certainly would not 
ha\1e been ucce fu] with the defen e and would have been viewed le 
fa rable a a re ult than he otherVvi e Vva viewed. A urning for 
purpo of argument that Brown wa offering from a ~di ea e of the 
rnind, '~" Brow11 would till be four1d perlectly ane under Virginia law. 

nd r the M aghten te t (and the knowledge te '" t adopted in Virginia 
by 1839)_ f r the in anity defen e to be " ucce ful Brown lawyer mu t 

ha e pro ed that in raiding the a1·111ory in Harper Ferry Brown did not 
l>~kno the nature and quality of the act he wa doing, or if he did know 
it'I th,1t he did not know what he wa doing wa wrong.' The right ver e 
wrong'' te , t of M, aght n a, k whether the defendant knew the 

rongne \ of 011e 'I act pur uant to ocietal law and norm and not a 
111 ral belief of right and wrong. Thu the fact that Brown felt 
on1rna11d d b1 God to commit hi raid and hi belief of the wrongne of 
irginia and nited tate law doe not validate Brown action under 
~ 

the 'I aghten t t. Rather under the M'I aghten te t, we a k whether 
th d ~ 11dant kn w (ei ther generally or particularly) if he wa in violation 

f oci ta] la\\ . Of' cour~e'I one of the main rea on and point of the raid 
\\1a .. to cornbat what B1·0~1n '- aw a the immoral lave law of the 

0111mo11~ealth of irginia (and the nited tate ). o, Brown main 
purpo~ e of the raid negate th ucce~ f ul operation of the in anity 
defen ~e a11d doc 11 )t ati ,f ither prong of the M aghten te t-a he 
')earl kn Vt' h,1t he ~,a doing (i t wa~ an elaborately planned out raid) 
and h k11e\ lie wa~ \' iolati11g tl1e law of irginia (in both the general 
clnd 'lb tr,1 t \ 11 ,1L \ ell a\ 1n the particu]ar en e)-which wa 011e of 
th 111ain point ~ at· the raid. 

, e11 after tl1e trial th i u of Brown~ I gal in anity continued to 
b d \' i 1 \ 1 i r g i n i a a tit 11 or i ti , ,1 n d i n part i c u l a r Go 'v er nor i e 'I for 
, PIJro in1at l 1 011 r11c)nth ollov.1ing the guilt rdict on O\ember 2 and 

- \ cxplair1cd at the 0 11 " t .t. thi, rlrti le doc not attempt to ac.Jdre,~ the medical •~ ue of 
,,,11cther Johr1 Br \1t1n "uff~rt;d f rt m a b lna tide n1e11tal d1 ea e or deft=ct or labored under 
a n1e111al d1 ~Jc or d<.:tl:ct ,,,,hi h ,,,ould toda)' n1erit a Lld, 1fication of being mentall)' ill 
b}' 0111~ lcntl)' trai11cd protc, 1ona)~ 
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until Brown's execution on December 2, 
1859. In public, Governor Wise considered 
Brown's mind to be ''cool'' ''collected'' and ' ' 
''remarkable sane."34 Additionally, on 
November 4, in a private letter to the mayor 
of New York City, Wise said: ''I shall not 
reprieve him; for this sympathy is an 
insurrection against us worse than Brown's 
insurrection in arms. I am challenged to 
make an issue with it & I shall dete1·rninedly 
do so."35 On November 7, to Andrew 
Hunter, Wise commented that ''I wish you to 
understand confidentially, that I will not 
reprieve or pardon one man now after the 
letters I have received."36 On November 8, 
Wise received a letter from Sylvester 
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Governor Henry Wise 

Thompson, a cousin of Brown who had been closely acquainted with 
Brown for approximately 20 years, swore before a judge in Cleveland, 
Ohio, that Brown's own mother and grandmother had both ''died insane." 
He also alleged that multiple other family members (aunts, cousins, 
brothers and sons) of Brown had also been insane. Yet, on the back of 
this petition, Wise wrote that ''this mode of attesting the fact of insanity, 
by opinion of a relative at a distance, not accessible to cross-examination, 
not sustained by an expert, and by counsel, is incompetent to establish the 
fact."37 

However, two days after he wrote on the back of the above petition, 
Wise wrote a curious letter ordering Dr. Francis Stribling, superintendent 
of the Virginia Western Lunatic Asylum at Staunton, to go to Charles­
town and examine Brown personally. The Wise letter also instructed 
Stribling not to divulge his real purpose for visiting Brown in jail. 
Stribling was commanded to dete11nine whether Brown was ''sane in the 
sense of legal & rational responsibility for crime." Wise wrote that if 
Brown was truly insane, ''he ought to be cured." However, after the 

3 4 'Speech of Governor Wise," Richmond Enquirer, October 25, 1859 
3 5 Letter from Governor Wise to Fernando Wood, dated November 6, 1859, and contained 

as part of the Henry A. Wise papers at the United States Library of Congress. 
36 Villard, p. 504 
37 Letter from Hiram Griswold to Governor Wise, dated November 7, 1859, and contained 

as part of the Henry A. Wise papers at the United States Library of Congress. 
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,,erbiag "~h ought to be curect·· - the pha e ~b fore he i e ecuted"" wa 
ritten to the end of· the entence .. and then truck through. Wi e 

in tructio11 "' to tribling ent on to pe if)' that if B1·own wa not legally 
ir1sane '"th fact ought to be ouched in the mo t reliable form now that 
it i~ que tioned under oath b coun ~el ince con,,iction.' Yet tribling 
11e er did i it and e amine Brown in Charle town be au e Wi e 
'Ount rn1anded and oid d hi own lett r hortly after penning it and the 
I tt r as ne er ent. 8 

ir t, what can on make of Wi e' countermanded letter? Did it 
\ho a bene olent or chang d heai-t on the part of Wi e a at lea t one 
author l1a~ uggested·. In hi 19 IO ~eminal work on Brown O wald 

i 11 a rd d L .. c r i b the I et t er as an ad mi r ab I e I et t er that w a 
-'unfortun,1tef ),... ounter1nanded by ' the impetuou Governor. 39 While 
peculati it is doubtful that Wi e \x.ra econd-gu ing the conviction 
r cc>nt rnplati11g a pardon or a commutation of the sentence when he 

drafted the letter. Goverr1or Wi e an a tute politician and lawyer wa 
cl arl}' a ,1re of con1mon law in e i tence at the tin1e dictated that if 
·~th d fendant becom in ane after con iction .. judgment cannot be 
re11dered 01· s ntence pronounced o long a -- he i in uch condition· nor 

ar1 h b e ctit d if he become in ane after judgment and 
nten . ' <> Ind d, in a L pee h to the irginia legi lature, Wi e tated 

tt1at .. ~b) our laVv .. the plea of in anity cou]d avail at any time, in any 
"' tag of trial~ and aft r conviction, before entence of the court.' 41 In 
t h e " a rn e p e e h .. i L ~ e \\r e n t o 11 t o '> a y th a t i f a n o f B r o "1 n 
,1 01npl1ce ould ~ ho\\' or prov·e in anity ... he could not be executed 
a lo11g ,l "' I a111 tht= Go\1ernor of the ommonwealth, until cured in an 
a ~}1 lu,11: '-1 r1d. if i11 an at the time of committing the offence he could 
n t be e l ~L Llt ~d, cur d or not ured. at all .'"42 Thi~ would explain why 

i L ~ \\' fC)tc tl1at if~ Bro\ n \\' a i11 ane that • he ought to be cured /Jefore 
/1e il .rec111e(/'" it,1li iz d v.1c)rd~ truck out i11 the original). Given hi 
tat m ~11t to th \1irgi11ia l~ci latur ~ i~e could not d ny that he knew 

11 h,1d tl1 1 Lal obligation to i11t 1·po him If between the defendant 

8 ~~t111tcn11,1ndcc1 l_etter fror11 Go\1en1or v i .. e to Dr tribl ing. dated • O\'ernber 10, 1859, 
ar1d 11tair1ed a"' p~1rl of tl1e He11r)' 1\ . \\ t'-le paper ' at the n1ted tc1te .. Librar)' of 

... onLre . 
9 \ 1 i 11 ,1 rd . p. 0 

,,o 97 111ocr. p. _ 
.. , 1 -~ O\'emor· .., 1e" ,1ge t the lJegi laltlrt: of \ 1irginia.'· Ric l1111011d E11q11ire,·. De en1ber 6 .. 

I -9 
.... Ibid 
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and the hangman if the governor concluded the defendant were truly 
insane (again, in the legal sense of the ter1n). 

In light of the above, why then did Wise counter111and his own order 
and not send the letter to Dr. Stribling? In the words of Oswald Villard, 
the unsent letter was ''a genuine misfortune, for the word of so eminent an 
alienist would have done much to answer the question which has puzzled 
men and will continue to puzzle some, as long as the story of John Brown 
is told."4 3 While equally as speculative as the first question above, one 
could argue that Wise had second thoughts about the issuance of the order 
because otherwise he ran the risk of allowing continued arguments of the 
applicability of the insanity defense (when Brown himself rejected the 
defense at his trial). Second, it is not outside the realm of possibility that 
Dr. Stribling might have concluded Brown legally insane, thereby 
mudding the waters significantly in ter1ns of any attempt to then execute 
John Brown without additional time and considerations being extended to 
Brown. Third, allowing Brown an execution delay would afford Brown 
additional time and a platfo11n to continue rallying against the horrors of 
slavery and the unfair and unjust laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
(as he had masterfully done in prison during the month of November 
1859). Additionally, if Wise then refused a delay (to avoid the above 
problem), he would have risked the criticism that he ignored Stribling's 
report and rushed to judgment in the case. An extension of time might 
even postpone John Brown's execution until Wise's successor was in 
office, with the result being that Wise's political successor, and not Wise, 
would get the credit and political capital (in Virginia, at least) for the 
execution of John Brown. Finally, it is not outside the realm of 
possibility that Wise wrote the letter with the full intention of 
countermanding it and never sending it. If a draft of the letter of the 
counter1nanded letter was then saved for posterity (as indeed it was), it 
would give Wise the ''best of both worlds." It would show to the North 
that he was not cavalier in ignoring the letters he received in November 
1859 regarding Brown's sanity. Yet, by not sending the orders to Dr. 
Stribling, he did not have to deal with any fallout from a report not fully 
favorable to the position that Brown was as sane and rational as the 
average man. 

43 Villard, p. 508 
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Conclu ion 
In the 150 year~ which have pa ~ect ince Brown trial and execution 

there l1a been \cant attention paid to the fa cinating legal i ue at play in 
Jol111 BrO\.\' Il ~ trial (the application of the in anity te t being only one). 

hile thi i under tandable given the general public di intere t in 
legalese or legal minutiae and in light of the competing fa cinating tory 
f Joh11 Brown ' actual raid (and the political impact of the raid), yet a 

thorot1gh under tanding of the pecific law and legal i ue governing 
J hn Brown~ ~ tria1 gi e the reader a much fuller under tanding of the 

l1ole 4"Joh11 Brown tory. It add in ight into why John Brown might 
ha e rejected the in anity def en e a .. a '~mi erable artifice' and ''pretext 
at the on et of hi trial, and why Go emor Wi e wa~ at lea t compelled to 
fi ign i11tere~t 111 the i~ ue in of Brown, anity after hi conviction but 
b fore hi . e cution in ovember 1859. 

Jt1111 e .. ~ B eck111a11 i " a11 s .. -;;o ·ic1te P1·ofe .. ~.'io1-- of Llllt & Chair of the 
D e1Jc11·t111 111 of Go\ e ,--,1,1le111 t111d Hi .. sto1·_\ cit 1l1e U11ii1er it) of Ta111pc1 . TJ1i.s 
a,·ti(~/e ,, {J pa,·tiall.) ft1l·ilillll cl 1/11·011~/1 (l u,,i,Je/'"J'it) of Tc,,11pc1 Dc1\1id 
D lo fa ·11/f) .R "" a,~ ·/1 G,·c1111 f 01· tl1e 20() -,..009 ac·ade111ic )1ec, ,·. 
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THE CAPTURE, TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF 

John Anthony Copeland,Jr. 
and Shields Green 
by Linda Murr and James Taylor 

Sunday, October 16, 1859 ... a momentous day in the history of the 
United States. Twenty-one men, sixteen whites and five Negroes, would 
march into Harpers Ferry, Virginia, determined to follow John Brown to 
put an end to the peculiar institution of slavery. Filled with the courage of 
conviction, all were willing to risk their lives, die if need be, to wrest 
forever the shackles of bondage from slaves. 

Of the five Negroes, Lewis Sheridan Leary and Dangerfield Newby 
would be fatally wounded, and Osborne Anderson would escape to 
freedom. However, John Anthony Copeland, Jr. and Shields Green would 
be tried and hung for their part in the raid. 
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John Anthony Copeland, Jr. 

John Anthony Copeland, Jr. was born circa 1834 or 1836 near Raleigh, 
North Carolina. He was the son of former slave and freedman John 
Copeland, Sr. and Delilah Evans Copeland (born free) who were 
confronted with discrimination and persecution due to their status as free 
people in North Carolina. In 1843, they emigrated to Oberlin, Ohio 
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bcc,iu e ot~ its relati e .. afety r·rom \ lave catcher . A a tudent at Oberlin 
( "' o 11 g i ate I 11 t i t Ll t e , John , J r. 1n et f e 11 ow ab o l it ion i t at the Liberty 

cl10 lhc)u~e where runa\\lay lave , recounted their torie . He and Lewi 
her·idc111 L a1·y ~ related by marriag ~ere al o active n1ember .. of the 

111ilit,111t Oberlin Liberator\ and the Anti- lavery ociety. During the 
.. pring of· l 59, John Brown had just returned from Kan a with freed 
~1a,1es. f le macle l1i~ peech to a mall crowd in Cleveland, infu ing them 
\\1ith hi~ bold pl,111 ot· la\e i11 u1Tec1ion a · the path to full emancipation. 
Lewis Lear heard it and was fired with action. John Brown' lieutenant, 
John Kagi. \A/a \\1ith Brown that day and recruited Leary to join. Leary 
tl1en Vv I"Ote a lctte1· to Kagi on eptember 8 .. 1859 ta ting: ··1 have a hardy 
1n,tn \ ho i illing a11d in e ery way competent to dig coal, but like 
m)1self .. ha'-~ no tool . Hi addres. i L John Copeland Jr. Oberlin Ohio. 1 

col le 'tion of' L 17 .50 wa given to Leary and Copeland who left Oberlin 
011 Thur\day, October 6 .. arri ing in Chamber burg, Penn yl ania on 
Octobc1· 12. 
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hield Green 

f:, ,1t1 Bro,•l11, an caped .. l,1ve f'ror11 outh a1·olina~ made hi \~/a to 
Ro lie ter~ e,\, Y rh. ,,i,1 the 11de1·ground Railroad in I 56 and changed 
11 I 11 rll11' to hie Id rccr1. c.ller he \\ e11t to ,111ada and found 'A'Ork a a 
\\',liter ,1nd 11 u .. t:r\1,1nt. b tit a } ear later l1 returned to Ro he ter and 

c.ll l3r,tndt. 'f/1 To,,,,, 'f/1a1 S1c11·t<?d rl1e ;,,ii \\'c1,~ )'fa tl e. C\\1 Ye rk: yr,icu __ e ni,,er ~ity 
Pr .... . I O I I . 



78 The Magazine of the 

became a close friend to Frederick Douglass. Shields had a dark 
complexion, was well built, about 25 years old, and unable to read or 
write. He first met John Brown when the latter came to Rochester to visit 
Douglass in 1858. Brown was then writing his provisional constitution 
and devising plans to combat slavery. When Brown was ready to leave 
Rochester, Green assured him of his desire to accompany him. 

In early August, 1859, two months before his planned raid on Harpers 
Ferry, Brown wrote Douglass and told him that he was beginning his 
work and wanted Douglass to meet him in an old quarry in 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. He also asked Douglass to bring as much 
money as he could gather; in addition, he requested that Douglass bring 
Shields Green. 

On August 19, 1859, Douglass and Green met with John Brown in the 
old stone quarry in Chambersburg. For two days, Brown did his best to 
persuade Douglass to join him in his planned attack on the federal arsenal 
at Harpers Ferry. Douglass, forecasting failure and death, used all of his 
power to get Brown to give up the idea. Douglass at last saw that Brown 
could not be turned from his course of action. He turned to Green and 
said, ''You heard what Brown had to say. I am going back home. What do 
you want to do?'' Green said, ''I believe I'll go wid de ole man."2 

John Brown had established his base at the Kennedy Farm, located in 
Washington County, Maryland. It was here that he laid plans to assemble 
his a11ns and supplies and to gather in his followers. Green was the first of 
the Negro raiders to join him there, arriving in the company of Owen 
Brown. They were nearly seized by a white trio who thought that Green 
might have been a slave trying to escape. Only by swimming a river did 
Green and Brown escape to make their way to the farm. Leary and 
Copeland arrived at the farm on October 15. 

According to John Blair's book, The Negro in Virginia, John Brown's 
orders were that the white raiders were to be seen only singly but the 
Negroes should remain out of sight, keeping as close to the farmhouse as 
possible. For instance, Shields Green was noticed by a neighbor woman 
who thought he was a fugitive being helped to freedom. Brown tightened 
his restrictions on the movements of the raiders. Consequently, the 
Negroes were never allowed to be seen in the daylight outside of the 
dining room. 

2 John Anthony Scott and Robert Alan Scott, John Brown of Harper 's Ferry (New York, 
New York, Facts on File Books, 1988, 1993) 149. 
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On ~ ur1day mc)rning~ October 16 .. 1859 --John Brown aro e earlier 
than u ual and called hi n1en down to wor hip. He read a chapter f1~om 
th Bible, applicable to the condition of the ~. lave and our duty a their 
brethren, and then offered up a fervent prayer to God to a i t in the 
liber'"1tion of the bo11d1nen in that laveholding land. The er ice were 
in1pre i\1e b yond xpre ~ion. ery man there a embled eemed to 
reL pond t'rom the depth of hi .. ~oul and through the day a deep olemnity 
pcr,1aded the place.' 3 

\•In th e\ ning, before etti11g out to the Ferry .. he gave hi final 
charge .. in hich he aid, among other thing : ~ And now gentlemen let 
m in1pre\\ th1<; one thi11g t1pon your mind . You all know how dear life 
i~ to you and ho dear your life i to your friend . And remembering that 
con~ ider that the 1 i \'e of other are a dear to them a your · are to you. 
Do 11ot, therefore, tak a life of any one, if you can po .. ibly avoid it· but 
it' it i~ nece Lary to take a life in order to a e your own, then make ure 
work of it .' 4 t eight o'clock on u11day e ening Captain Brown aid<\ 
~ en, get your a11 n , we hall proce d to th Ferry. 5 

Brown mounted l1i \\1agon and motioned hi · men to move out. From 
the farn1hou . e the group mo ed down the lane and on to the road to 
Harp r Ferr)' . ha1·le Plummer Tidd and John E. Cook led the way 
~in c the)' were more acquainted with the route. Upon reaching the town, 
they ut the telegrapl1 line on both the Maryland and Virginia ide • of 
the Poton1 '1c. t about 10:30, the) rea hed the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Bridge that c,1rried the1n into Harper Ferry. 

Th then aptured the night atchman on the bridge. ilently the 
raider f~tn11ed ot1t to aIT)' out their a . ignment . Taken a ho tage ~ were 
the ar e11~1l \~l,ttchrn,1n and ,1 fe people the. encountered on the treet . 

n c i 11 c n t r o I o f th e a r n1 o r 'I B r o w n d e ta i I e d h i L m e n to o the r 
objecti\1e . 

\ o rnen " ' re "'ent to \\1at h the bri(ige aero the henandoah Ri er 
a11d t\\'O \\1 re in truct d to gua1·d the ar enal. nother group made their 
\\' ,1 ., ' d \V 11 l1e n a11 doah tr et t() the ri fl factor and captured the 
,,,at h1na11 . K,1gi and opeland \\1er left to \\1atcl1 the rifle factor • Leary 
, au Id joi 11 then1 later. 

t·p to th1, p int._ Bro\\1n' o cupation of Harp r Ferry had been quiet 

- 0 be mt: 1\ ndcrs<>n, 1\ \1oi /4 
... ro,11 H arJJer ' .. r: f ~e,·I) (Boston~ Printed for the uthor .. I 6 1) 

.. i Ibid. . 
Ibid . 69. 
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and peaceful. Osborne Anderson said, ''These places were all taken, and 
the prisoners secured without the snap of a gun, or any other violence 
whatever .''6 

About midnight, a watchman arrived at the Maryland side of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Bridge to relieve the on-duty watchman. He 
was taken prisoner; and as he was being escorted across the bridge, he 
lashed out and raced toward town. One of the raiders fired at him, but he 
reached the Wager House safely. The first shots of the raid had been 
fired. 

About this time, a group of raiders were sent out on a special mission. 
In this group were Captain Stevens, Charles Plummer Tidd, Osborne 
Anderson, Lewis Leary and Shields Green. Their mission was to capture 
slave owners and their slaves and bring them to the Ferry. The first slave 
owner captured was Colonel Lewis Washington, the great-grand nephew 
of George Washington. As they approached the house, Captain Stevens 
told Leary and Green to guard the approaches of the house, one at the side 
and one in front. After taking Colonel Washington hostage, some of them 
proceeded to the quarters. The male laves were gathered quickly, and the 
two-horse and four-horse-drawn vehicles were brought to the front of the 
house. Washington's firearms were then demanded, and he surrendered 
one double-barreled shotgun, one small rifle, two horse pistols, and a 
sword fo1·1nerly presented to his illustrious kinsman, George Washington, 
by Frederick the Great of Prussia. Colonel Washington was then secured 
and placed in his wagon. The party then drove forward to Mr. John 
Allstadt's house where he was also taken hostage. His slaves were 
gathered from the quarters, placed in Colonel Washington's wagon, and 
driven to Harpers Ferry. 

Before returning to the Ferry, Leary and Green went through the 
countryside alerting the free Negroes and slaves about the raid and told 
them to come to the Ferry. While they were away on this detail all during 
the night, troops began to surround the area occupied by Brown and his 
men. 

During this time, the Baltimore and Ohio passenger train, eastbound 
for Baltimore arrived at Harpers Ferry and was stopped by a clerk from 
the Wager House who told the conductor of the recent events. The 
conductor refused to allow the train to cross the bridge until it had been 
checked. He then sent the engineer and baggage master out to investigate. 

6 Ibid, 71 . 
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}1 y 'A1ere halted b) Bro\\1n, ~ guard \\1ho turned them back at gunpoint. 
1-1 w,1rd , he1Jl1erd, the "t,1tion baggage n1an ~ heard the commotion and 

,1lked ot1t to ee wh,1t wa~ l1appening. He wa ordered to "top by 
Br()Wn ~ 1nen wl10 ~'ere <.,lationed at the bridge. Refu\. ing or pos ibly not 
he,11·i11g the comn1,111d~ he tur·ned to go in the oppo ite direction and wa 
fired upoI1, 1·ecei ing a rnortal wot1nd. hepherd wa able to reach the 
1·(1ilro,1d office wl1ere Dr. John D. taIT)' cared for l1im until he died that 
aftemoo11. 

8)' the ti111~ L \\11~ Leary and hie]d Green returned to the Ferry the 
to\ n people h,1d been alerted to the condition . Leary went to the Hall' 
rifle f,1ctC)f)' to b ith Kagi and opeland, and Green joined O borne 

11der~ ()n ,111d . lbert Hazlett at the ar enal. When the militia arrived the 
rifle factory can1e under hea fire. they tried to ~cape, Kagi wa 
kill d: Lea1·y . a .. 1no1·tall wounded~ dying in extreme agony the next 
da)' : ,1nd opela11d~ al o wounded, wa~ captured and placed in the 
guardhou~e. 

he11 the 1nilitia b ga11 to t'ire at the ar1nory from all ide Brown ~ 
mL:n scetned doo1ned. nder on Hazlett and Green were till at the 
ar\ 11al: ,ind th )' b gar1 to make plan. to e. cape. In tead of Green going 
with 11de1· on ·ind Hazlett~ h decided to go to the e11gine hou. e to be 
\ it l1 B re) 11 . 

11d r~ on later ' ,lid~ ~~Had he . tayed with u ~ he might have eluded the 
\ 1 igilant Virg1111a11\.~, 7 Gre n fought be. ide Brown t1ntil they were 
cc1ptt11·e<l the fol lov,1 ir1g da by· federal troop under the command of 

11itcd tate '"' r111y olonel Robert . Lee. Brought to jail in Charle -
tO\\ 11 ~ 1ere Jol111 Bro\\111~ Ed\\'in oppoc, aro11 teven John Copeland~ 
,1 n d h i el d \ G re 11 . 

()\' r11or W 1 c arri\ cd i11 Harper err an October 18 and in i~ ted 
that the p1·i t111er\.' be tri d accorcling to the law ~ of irginia. Although 
111t1 h of the f·igl1ting h,1d tak n place on l·nited t~1t Go ernn1ent 
JJ1·ope1-l)' .. the que tion of federal 01· tat juri diction did not <.,eem to ha\ e 
be 11 f 'Ii , ed. 

11 'tob r _ , tt1e raid 1· ~ app ared befor tl1e magi. trate • ~ cou11 for a 
pr 1 i 111 i 11,1r , tit ~tri 11 g. Tl1e heriff' re,1d the co111r11i t1nent of the pri .. oner, on 
tllt; l1arge ot· tre,1 011 't11J 1nurd r .. after "''hich tl1e tate.. attor11e a ked 

'-

th • t11·t t ,1'- ig11 th ~,n ur1cil if. the h,1d no11 . Tl1e court appointed 
harle ,1t1 lkn r ,111d La\\'~ 11 Bott to defend the accu ed .. but Bro\\1n 

7 lbid, - · 
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stated that he had sent for council. Green and Copeland accepted the 
proffered lawyers after which the court adjourned. That same afternoon, 
the circuit court met with Judge Richard Parker of Winchester. A grand 
jury was called and given a report of the preliminary examination. 

On October 26, true bills were reported against each prisoner. Four 
counts were listed against each man. The first was treason against the 
Commonwealth of Virginia; the second was advising and conspiring with 
slaves and others to rebel, etc.; the third was first degree murder of all five 
victims together, and the fourth was murder of the citizens separately. 

John Brown was the first prisoner to be tried, his trial beginning on 
Wednesday, October 26, through Monday, October 31. He was found 
guilty of treason and murder and was sentenced to be hanged on Friday, 
December 2, 1859. 

Green and Copeland were tried the same week and were found guilty 
on three of the four charges. Because the Dred Scott Decision of 1857 
ruled that a Negro was not a citizen, the charge of treason was dropped. 
Neither one could legally be considered a traitor. John Copeland, Shields 
Green, Aaron Stevens, and Edwin Coppoc would face the gallows on 
December 16, the Negroes in the morning, the whites in the afternoon. 
Albert Hazlett and John Cook were to be executed on March 16, 1860. 

Before his execution, Copeland wrote letters to the Oberlin Anti­
Slavery Society and to his friends, Addison W. Halbert and Elias Green. 
To his family, he penned the following letter: 

Charlestown Jail, VA. December 16, 1859 

Dear Father, Mother, Brothers Henry, William and Freddy, and 
Sisters Sarah and Mary, 

The last Sabbath with me on earth has passed away. The last 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday that I shall ever see on 
this earth have now passed by God's glorious sun, which he has 
placed in the heavens to illuminate this earth, whose refulgent 
beams are watched for by this poor invalid, to enter and make as it 
were in heaven of the room in which he is confined, I have seen 
declining behind the western mountains for the last time. Last night 
for the last time, I beheld the soft bright moon as it rose, casting its 
mellow light into my felons cell, dissipating the darkness and filling 
it with that soft pleasant light which causes such thrills of joy to all 
those in like circumstance with myself. This morning for the last 
time, I beheld the glorious sun of yesterday ,,.ising in the far-off 
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Ell/,! al, c, ; off i11 t/1e co1111tr) ' where ot,1· Lo,·d Jesits Christ first 
JJ1·oclai111etl J·c1l,·lztio11 to 1r1c111, a11d 11oi11 as J1e ri/;es higher and hi 
IJ1·igl1t lig/11 tc,ke .. '\ 1l1e fJlc,c~e CJJ the pc1/e, !,oft moo,zlight, / rvill take my 
JJe11 , fiJ1· 1l1e lt1 .. s·t ti111e to lvrite ) ou 1,11ho a,·e boi,nd t<J me by those 
~·t1·<J11geLs·t () ec,, 1l1e 1,·011ge.st tl1at GcJd e\)er i11stituted,) the ties of 
bl(Jr1cl c111d 1·elatio11 .. \·/1ip. I a111 1,i1ell both i11 bod1, and in 111ind. And 
11<JlV clear· rJ11 e • 1f it i1 1e1·e ll<Jt t/1at I knol:v _your l1eartJ· will be filled 
\tJif /1 ~\~cJ1·1·oiv cit 111_, fc1te, I co11/cl pa/,.'> ft·on1 this earth withoi,t ,·egret. 
\ ,V/1_, L\·l1 c>L1ld _) <J11 .s·o1·1·0,1 ' _? W/1.)1 hoi1/d )'OL-11· heart be ,--acked with 
,,·i~/·:, Ha\ e I 1101 e1,er·)'tl1ing t(J gain and 11othing to lose by the 

<·l1c111 ge? I fz,ll_) beliei1e 1l1at not o,zl.)' in)' elf but also all three of my 
fJ(Jo1· crJ1111·c1cie .. \ ,11/10 a ,·e to czscend the an1e scaffold ( a scaffold 
l1l1·ec1cl.) 111acle ~ac·red trJ t/1e cause of freedon1, b}' the death of that 
g 1·ec1 t c /1a1111Jio 11 of /1i1111a11 f1·eedo11z, Capt. JOHN BROWN) are 
/JI·e1Jc11· cl t<J 111 e t 0111· God. 

I c1111 0 11/) lec1, i11g a ii·o,,.lcl fillecl 111ith ,orrow and woe to enter 
rJ I1e i11 ii,Jzic·l1 rl1e1·e is, bz,t one lc,sti11g da)' of happi11ess arid bli .. '\ . 

I feel 1J1c1t God i,z l1is, 1ne1·c~) ha .. poke11 peace to m} /ioi,l, and 
tl1 c,1 c1ll 111.) 11l1111t! r OLt i11.s ci,·e 1101v fo,·gi\:en ,ne. 

Dea,· Pa1·e11ts·, b,,.otl1e1· a,zd J·iste,·s, it is true that I cim now in a 
felt /1011,·l,;; l <J .. ~tc11·t 0 11 a joi11·11e.i'fro,n \1,1hic/1110 tra\1ele1· retur11s. Yes, 
lrJ11g befo,·e 1J1iJ· rec1c·l1ec; .) 0 11 , I hc1ll as I incerel}' hope, have met 
C)111· /Jt.<Jtl1e1· c1 11cl i te,· it /10 hai'e j(JJ" 1:ea,·~c; been wor.<;hiping God 
a,·01111{/ l1i tl1,·011e - i11gi11g /J1-c1i .. '\e~s to hi111 , and t/1a11king him that 
l1e 1c1i e lzi.~"' .<:i<JJl to clie t/1at the) 111ight lzai'e eter11al life. I pra}' daily 
c111ll l1oz11·l. tl1c1t / 111c1_,. be fitted to hai'e 111_) h<J111e ivit/1 tl1e1n, and that 
_, 01 ,. <J11 a11cl c1ll. 111c1.) /JI·e1Jc11·e ) 'Ollr .~011/._, to nzeet) 01,r God, tliat so, 

i,1 1J1e e11cl 1/1(Jttg/1 it e 111eet 11 0 111or·e on earth , vi1e shall 111eet in 
J-1 c1, e,1 \\ /1e1·e ,1 e .~/1c1/l 11(Jt be pa,·ted b)· the de111c111d5· of the cruel 
c111cl 1111.i1t.')f 111011 \te,· le,, e 1: . 

8111 tl1i11k 1101 t/1c11 I c1111 co111JJlc1i11i11~ . Jo, .. I feel re(~or1c·iled to 111eet 

111) Jc1te. I fJ1·t1., G<J<l tl1c1t Hi 11,ill he c/011e ,· 11<Jt 111i11e. 

Let 111e tell )'Ott rl1{1t it i5· 11 cJt 1!1e 111ere c1c1 of l1c1i i11g to 111eet death 
,, l1i<·l1 I ~~l1011/d ,. 1·e1. ( if I /101,ld e.,-:JJ1·e J· , .. eg1·et I n1ec111) IJLlt thc1t 

L"11cl1 c111 1111j11 1 i11 .. r1it11tio11 \1 011!(/ e.ri t a ~ tl1e 0 11e i1.,J1ic·/1 tle1r1c111ds n1y1 

life· c111c/ 1101 111. 11:fi <J11l. ·, /J11t tlze Ii\ e~-; of t/10 e to i, /10111 111_)' life 
/J {11· , IJ111 1· lt1ti\ e , c1/i1e of -e,·o to tl1e i1ifi11ite. I beg of (>11e and c,ll 
1/1 11 011 l1 ill 11<Jl ,·i \ e c1lJ<J111 111e IJLtl 1/1at } 011 i1·ill t/1c111k Goel tl1c1t . -
/1 '/Ja1· cl 111 1i111 fl> 111c1ke 111 1;ec1ce i, ir/1 H i,11. 

11cl 11ol, d c11· c;11e . attc1c/1 110 /Jlc1111e 10 c111) rJ11 of 111') co111i11 1 
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here for not any person but myself is to blame. 
I have no antipathy against anyone, I have freed my mind of all 

hard feelings against every living being and I ask all who have 
anything against me to do the some. 

And now dear parents, brothers and sister, I must bid you to 
serve your God and meet me in heaven. 

I must with a few words, close my correspondence with those 
who are the most near and dear to me; but I hope, in the end, we 
may again commune, never to cease. 

Dear ones, he who writes this will, in a few hours, be in this 
world no longer. Yes, these fingers which hold the pen with which 
this is written will, before today's sun has reached his meridian 
have laid it aside forever, and this poor soul should have taken its 
flight to meet its God. 

And now dear ones I must bid you the last, long, sad farewell. 
Good-day, Father, Mother, Henry, William and Freddy, Sarah and 
Mary, serve your God and meet me in heaven. 

Your son and Brother to eternity, John A. Copeland8 

As Copeland was being taken from his cell and about to begin his 
journey to the execution site, he stated: ''If I am dying for Freedom, I 
could not die for a better cause-I had rather die than be a Slave."9 

On December 16 at 11 :00 a.m., John Copeland and Shields Green 
were driven on a wagon to the execution site. After they were placed on 
the gallows and the final prayers were offered by Reverend North of the 
Presbyterian Church, the ropes were placed around their necks; a hood 
was placed over their heads; and their feet were tied by Captain Avis. At 
11: 14 a.m., the trap was released. Probably because the rope was not long 
enough and did not break his neck, John Copeland suffered in agony 
longer than Shields Green. Both men's bodies were placed in coffins and 
taken to a nearby field, but in less than an hour, students from the 
Winchester Medical College disinterred them for use in dissection, a 
common practice at the time. Another version of the account stated that 
the bodies were given to the students. 

In an effort to obtain his son's body two weeks before the hanging, 
John Copeland, Sr. had written to Virginia's Governor Wise, imploring 

8 Electronic Oberlin (Ohio) Group, Letters Written by John A. Copeland From Charleston 
(sic) Jail 

9 Brandt 243. 
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l1in1 for hi " permi~\ion to claim the remain . However Wi e told him that 
the bod could b clai1ned only b a whit per on. When Copeland r. 
a k d b rli11 ayor . . Beecher for hi a i tance, the latter ugge ted 
Oberlin ollege profe sor and Ohio tat cnator JameL Monroe. Mayor 
Beecher tl1cn recei\1ed a t legram from Governor Wi e tating that the 
bc)d1c ot' both op land Green had be n tolen by the tudent at the 
medical college. Monroe made the trip to Winche ter and fearing the 
public f eling agai11\t orthern abolitioni t .. regi tered at the hotel a .. 
J ,1111e 1onroe, Ru \ia which wa the name of the town hip in Ohio in 
\\1hi '11 Oberlin was located. hen the 1nedical tudent were notified of 
1 nro .. \ arri al .. tl1e broke into the di ~ecting room removed 

JJ~ land .. \ body ,111d ref'u ed to gi e it to Monroe. 
James 0111·oe return d \\ ithout Copeland' , body on Chri tma Eve 

I 59. On l11·i t1na~ Day_ funeral er ice , were l1eld at Fir t Church fo1· 
op land and Gree11. In 1860 .. a marble cenotaph erected by the Oberlin 
iti?en\ Wcl pl'tced in e t ood Cemetery. The original in cription read ·: 

h ~ colored citizen of Oberlin, the heroic a ociate of the 
immortal John Bro\\'D ga e their Ii e for the lave. 

1 t nun er itudo itiam mortua e t, lau deo. 1 0 

. Gre n died at harle ton ( ic) a, Dec. 16, 1859, age 23 year 
J. . opeland died at harle ton ( ic) a, Dec. 16 1859, age 25 

, ar .. 
l.1 . . IJear. died at Harper Ferr 1

, a. October 20 1859 age 24 
,, ar 
~ 

Li11clt1 M111·1· i, c1s IJ01·11 i11 le\ elc111cl, Ohio a11cl li,,ed i11 Ol1io '~· Wester,1 
Re .. \· ,·,·e ,i l1e1·e Jo/111 B1·tJit 11 c1/.~(J li, ed /1·0111 1805 to J 46. l1e ils an 

(J L.~• ,J ic1te 111e111be1· of t/1 J effe,· 011 <J1111t~} Blac·k Hi tory P,·eseri'at io11 

(Jc· i ? r, I, 1 c . -

lc1111 1 /;; L .. Tei ·lo,· b(11·11 i11 l1c11·/e .. ) 1<J\111, ,,·c1clt1cited j,·0111 Page-Jc1c·kso11 

Hi 1 /1 /100/ L' 
1 

c1\·. , ete1·c111 I K<J1·ec111 ivc11·J. G1·cidi1c1ted J,·0111 S/1e1Jhe1·cl 
o I I e > e / 11 i 1 e 1· i l • J c111 {/ i \1 e. 1 \I i,. g i 11 i a U 11 i \ e ,. it_) . Re ti,- e d 

Tee, ·/1 1 1·/ oc, ·/1 ft·o,11 1/1e Jeffi')1· .. \·011 01,1lt) c/100! ., ~1eI11. 

1 1\11d thu -- ~la,'el)' i fir1all) d ad .. th,1nk be to God 
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Cary Breckin • ge Letter 
(December 4, 1859) 

Pref ace by Robbie Robertson 

Editor's note: During the August meeting of the Henry Kyd Douglas 
Camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Robbie Robertson read a letter from 
one of his relatives. After hearing it, I could not resist having it for tlie 
magazine because it gives credence to several execution day stories. It is 
printed courtesy of the History Museum of Western Virginia, One Market 
Square, Roanoke. 

Preface 
Cary Breckinridge (1839-1918) was in the Virginia Military Institute 

(VMI) Class of 1860. He was captured (exchanged) once and wounded 
three times in the War while serving with the 2nd Virginia Cavalry, but 
survived, reaching the rank of colonel. He served on the VMI Board of 
Visitors and in the Virginia House of Delegates. Four of his five brothers 
were also VMI cadets. Three of them were killed in action in Virginia 
units. The family was from Fincastle, Botetourt County, Virginia. He was 
a second cousin of Confederate Major General, United States Vice 
President John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky. 

Great nephew Robbie Robertson 

Charlestown 
December 4th, 1859 

Dear Mother, 

I have at last found time, and the means of writing you a few 
lines to let you know that I am well . We have been here just a week 
and will probably leave next Tuesday. Old Browne (sic) was hung 
on the day appointed and every thing went off quietly. I don't 
suppose there was an Abolitionist in fifty miles of this place. I never 
knew what a soldiers life was until I took this trip. We are on guard 
every other night, and are obliged to set up all the time. Uncle 
William 1 has been here since last Monday. No citizens were 

1 William Wirt Gilmer, his mother's brother from Ivy Creek, Virginia. 
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c1llrJ1i et/ tr.> go 11ea1· t/1e gc1llo l11 011 tl1e day of tl1e e.\:ec~iltiotz , o Uncle 
ii1illici111 IJrJ1·1·(J11;eci 111_) CJ\1e1·-l·oat, ancl c1 s·}vo,-d .fro,n s0111ebod_),, and 
11 e1z1 i11 Col. ~ 111itl1' 2 .stciff. Old Mr. Ed1r1£111 (.c;ic·) Riiffi11 3 \r\ 'Cl.S' ~·o 

c111 .. :rio11 to ~~el) B1·0~111e (. ic) l11111g, tl1at /1e /Jor1·c>i1ed Cadet clotlzes, 
~/1ol1ltl ,- {/ c, 1111, ket, c111d 111 c11·c·hed \Vit/1 011, .. co,npan) to t/1e 

1(1!/(;,, ... c;. ; \111 \1 ,-_} bc1tll_,. it1,c1tecl Jo,- lt 1·iti11g I \.tii/l l1ai·e to pltf it off 
1111til I 1 et /Jc, ·k tc, tl1e /11~~tit111e. Gile 111 loi1e to all at l1on1e. 

y Olli. Aft Oil 

a,). B1·ecki11ridge 

I l1c1, }11 t l1ea1·cl 1/1c11 ,, e it ill l 'Ja\1e l1e1·e Tt,e!}"da.) 

- olo11el Fran is I l~nne)' 111ith , : uperint 11drnt , \ lirginirt i\.1ilit<lf)' Institute 
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.. dn1l1nd Ruffin. a e e"'sioni .. t and pr -... la,,ef)' \1irginian. \\'h claim(;d to have firecJ the 
1 t hot at r;on Su1ntcr. outh arolina . 
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John Brown"s Men Who Escaped 
From Harpers Fe 

by Bob O'Connor 

Osborne P. Anderson Owen Brown John E.Cook 

Barclay Coppoc Albert Hazlett Francis J. Merriam Charles P. Tidd 

Of all the publications over the last 150 years to address John Brown 
and his raid on Harpers Ferry on October 16, 1859, the least inforn1ation 
has been published about the seven raiders who escaped. 

The seven men escaped in two groups. Osborne P. Anderson, a black 
raider and Albert Hazlett, escaped from the town of Harpers Ferry. Their 
escape is documented in Anderson's book A Voice from Harper's Ferry 
published in 1861. Although the book is out of print, Jean Libby 
published Black Voices of Harpers Ferry and included the entire volume 
of Anderson's book inside hers. 

Owen Brown (John Brown's son), John Cook, Barclay Coppoc, 
Francis J. Merriam, and Charles P. Tidd escaped in another group. Their 
story was told by Owen Brown to a reporter who published the account 
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ur1der the titl of Oi11e11 B,,.0,1'11 .'> £ .\~cape F,·0111 Harper's Ferry in The 
tl ,1ntic lonthl in the March 1874 edition. Ralph Keeler the reporter~ 

int r, iewed Owen Brown for hi tory. 
nder "on tell .. of hi .. po~ition with Hazlett at the ar enal oppo ite the 

11gine hou . They watched Bro\\1n and hi men fall captive the 
aft rnoon of Monda)' Oct ber 17. With that he ay of the jx men 
a ,ignc<l a p ~ ition in the ar enal by Captain Brown four were either 
~Jai11 or captured; a11d Hazlett and my elf the only one remaining never 
l ft otir po ition until we , aw with feeling of inten e adne that we 
c uld be of no furth r a ail to our commander, he being a pri oner in the 
hand of the irginian.. . e therefore, upon con ultation a our work for 
th day wa clearly fini~ hed ~ and gain a po ition where in the future we 
C< u ld 01·k i th better ucce , than to reek le ly in ite capture and 
b1·utalit at the hand\ of our enemie . 1 

nder') n and Hazlett fled Harper Ferry believing that they had 
ta 1ed at their po~ t long enough and needed to flee. • We could not aid 
aptai11 Brown b)' remai11ing,'' Ander on e plained ... We might by 

j ining the 1nen at the am1, de i e pla11 for hi uccor· or our experience 
might b co1ne a\1ailable on ome future occa ion. ,2 

---Hazl tt ,1nd I w nt out at the back part of the building climbed up the 
\\1al I, and went tipon th rail w,1 ... We travelled ( ic) up the henandoah 
al ng the railroad and o ertook one of the citizen . He wa a1·1ned, and 
hacJ b e11 in th fight in the aft moon. W to k him pri oner in order to 
facilit,1t our e. cap .' -

Tl1ei1· unidentified pri\oner begged for hi , life. He offered to leave hi 
gt1n \ ith tl1e111 a11d promi~ d not to tell anyone wh re they were. Feeling 
co111pc:1 ion for him nder on and Hazlett let him go. ot long after 
tl1,1t, the t\\' e~ caping raid r tarted climbing into the mountain . . Troop 
b ga11 to t.:arch for th 1n, a , their r lea ed pri oner had probably turned 
th 111 in. rJd r on and Hazl tt fir d upon the troop and the troop 
retur11ed tt1e f'ire. darkne ettled in the troop returned to town 
\\' it ho u t g ct tin & an)' Io r. 

ft r th mild im1i h \\1ith the troop ~ the tv.,o men hid out for about 
tl1r · l1our . Th r1 .... '>-, de ccnded t,rom the ro k , "''e pa ed through the 
baL'k I art of ti, IT)' 011 the hill dov,1n to th railroad proceeding a far 

1 0 hon1e P. 1\rtllcr.., n. 1\ \ 1oi e J,·0111 Hc11·1Jer !i f ~e,·,· ,. Bo ton. 1 7 .. \S.'ithin Black Voice· of 
H<1rJJerJ 1:err)1• Jean I.Jibb)' , Berkele)'. alifl)mi,1. I 979. pg. 6. 

- Ibid, p. 7 
:i Ibid ~ J). 7 
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as the saw-mill on the Virginia side, where we came upon an old boat tied 
up to shore, which we cast off and crossed the Potomac. The Maryland 
shore once gained, we passed along the tow-path of the canal for some 
distance, when we came to an arch, which led through under the canal, 
and thence to the Kennedy Farin, hoping to find something to eat, and to 
meet the men who had been stationed on that side. When we reached the 
farmhouse, all our expectations were disappointed."4 

The three men they were looking for at the Kennedy Fann were the 
rear guard, left at the headquarters by Captain Brown. They were Captain 
Owen Brown, F. J. Merriam, and Barclay Coppoc. The three were 
ordered to remain at the Kennedy Fann as sentinels, to guard the anns 
until morning, when they would be joined by some men from the Ferry 
with teams to move all a11ns and other things to the old school-house, 
located about three quarters of a mile from Harpers Ferry. 

Unfortunately for Anderson and Hazlett, the other three men had 
already loaded a wagon with arms and proceeded to the schoolhouse. 
There they encountered John Cook and Charles P. Tidd, men who had 
been with Captain Brown at the Ferry but had gone back across the river 
into Maryland to secure more anns at the schoolhouse. 

Tidd told Owen Brown and the others that there had been fighting at 
the Ferry. ''Our men were all hemmed in at Harper's Ferry, that many of 
them were killed, and that there was no chance for any of them to 
escape," Tidd said. ''The fact is , boys, we are all u ed up; the best thing 
we can do is to get away from here as quick as we can."5 

Owen Brown was reluctant to leave, not wanting to desert the others. 
John Cook arrived as they argued what to do. Cook told the others ''Our 
men are all killed but seven. Your father was killed at four o'clock this 
aftemoon,"6 he told Owen. In Cook's opinion, all they could do is try to 
escape. 

Grabbing a twenty-pound bag of sugar and filling a bag with sweet 
biscuits found at the schoolhouse, the five (Cook, Tidd, Brown, Coppoc 
and Merriam) fled along with an unidentified Negro man who had helped 
the rear guard load the wagon with guns. 

Owen Brown took charge of the escape operation, having been aiding 

4 Ibid, p. 51 
5 Ralph Keeler, Owen Brown 's Escape from Harper 's Ferry , March , 1874, The Atlantic 

Monthly, p. 346. 
6 Ibid. 
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the undergrot111d railroad in the area. He felt certain he could lead them to 
fr ed m b)1 going 11orth . Bro'A1n hared hi idea with the other , to follow 
the rnou11tai11 north. He a not old on going to Chamber burg 
Pe11n.. lv,1nia .. but agre \\Jith the other to try to reach there. He knew they 
could get l1elp. aptain Brown upplie had been hipped through the 

ak and aufman warehou~e in Chamber burg, brought there by the 
umberland \1alle Railroad, and then tran ported by wagon to the 

Ken11ed Farm. 
e11 t Id hi men the would travel by night and leep out of ight 

during th <la a\ oiding all road and taying on the mountain top a 
rnuch a\ po ibl . De pite the cold and dampne~ they could build no 
fire . They h<ld to remain ilent until th y got pa t Chamber burg. They 
\\ ou)d ~teal pro\ i~ion~ when needed. 

Th egro with them complained of rheumati m. He wanted to go 
b,1ck. " 'en t1rged him to ~tay knowing full well that the man 1night' ell 
out" to the authoriti .. gi ing up their po ition in return for hi own 
fr d n1. Ov.,e11 watched the man careful, taying awake mo t of the night. 

he11 l1e dozed for a few minut , the egro fled. Be ide knowing where 
the ere. the man al . o no'A1 knew of their plan . 

\\ 11 hanged the plan. ro~ ing Plea ant Valley quickly before the 
\Un ro e ·1nd 'li1nbing outh Mountain. The me11 traveled to the rocky 
111 unt,1in top with diffict1lt lipping and falling along the way. A. the 
tin ro ~ t l1e _, do\' in to a nearby thicket when eight hor e men 

approached ... he)' ere not di o ered. 
Th y \\1hi~p r d their idea to their leader·. ook wanted to teal hor e 

and ri(i off. Hi if' a \.\'ailing for him in Chamber~ burg. o that wa 
\Vherc ht: a11t d to f!O. nd he \ anted to get there quickl . Tidd and 

opf)O liked o k • ide,1. eniam wa timid and quiet, and alway took 
\\' n " , i cl of th 1 ~ u e . 

B , th1 tin1 . the other group wa pu\hing in the ame direction at the 
• 

a111 t1111 . 

11der ()n and Hazl tt atte1npted to find the other at the choolhou e. 
t fi11di11° tl1e1n there the)' too d ided to mo, e into the 1nountain and 

ht:ad 11orth. ~- 1 ,tarted at once~ wendi11g our wa)' along until dark~ 
\\1ith ut b in° f"ortttnate 11ou<1 h to O\ ertakc our friend .. or to get an thing 
to ,:l t .. • • f\ 11 d r on ~ ,l i d . • ~ ma)' b up po "e d . from .. u ch in e ant 
• 1 ·ti,, it , 11 o t ha\' i 11 g ta t e d ,1 1n or e I for fort} -eight hour .. our appetite 
,,,ere e.,· e din 1 , k n. o hu11gr ,,,ere \.; e that ')le "ought out a 
·ontfi Id. und r ,, r f ni(1 ht. gathered "01n of the ar -\\lhi h. b the 
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way, were pretty well hardened-carried them into the mountains,-our 
fortunate resource-and, having matches, struck fire and roasted and 
feasted. "7 

They moved onward and northward. Anderson describes their perilous 
and fatiguing journey. ''Our only food was corn roasted off the ear, often 
difficult to get without risk and seldom eaten but at long intervals." He 
describes Hazlett as ''less inured to physical exertion'' 8 and says he 
completely broke down about ten miles south of Chambersburg. He could 
not go any further and begged Anderson to go on without him. Anderson 
did not want to leave him, as he figured the two could help each other 
along the way. When Hazlett insisted, Anderson went on without him. 

Meanwhile Merriam became more and more a burden to the group he 
was with. Owen Brown told the reporter he carried Merriam's provisions 
along with his own. He said that Merriam ''began to show symptoms of 
giving out only a day or two after leaving Harpers Ferry ."9 

The five men slept in the mountains during the day and came down to 
the edge of the woods to travel by night. Five or six days into their 
escape, a cold rain set in, followed in the morning by snow. They half­
waded, half-swam a bridgeless stream and made about five miles through 
snow and wet that day. Upon finding a spot to rest, they soon heard ''what 
were unmistakably human voices, calling to one another ... and soon after 
we heard the baying of hounds." 10 Owen said they scattered quickly into 
the thickets and hid. 

The traveling in the dark was treacherous. The men fell often, or were 
knocked down by tree branches they had not seen in the dark. The rocks 
and ground were wet and slippery. And their hunger weakened both their 
bodies and their spirits. 

On evening on the summit of the mountain above Boonesboro (sic) 
''we came upon a sort of monument, or perhaps an observatory, in the 
shape of an unfinished tower. 1 1 I went up the winding stairs to take a 
view of the surrounding country. Horsemen were scampering hither and 
thither on the highways and the whole country, it seemed, was under 

7 Anderson, p. 52 -53 
8 Ibid, p . 53 
9 Keeler, p . 348 
10 Ibid , p . 350 
1 1 The tower was the Washington Monument, built by the citizens of Boonsboro on July 4, 

I 827. 
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c:11·111 . De~cendi11g ha til , I had little difficulty in impre ~ing upon the 
bo s hO\\' 11cces ~1ry it wa .. that we hould be in concealment."' 12 

1"'11~ r11en were ., lo\ I .. tarving. Tidd halted one day and owed to go 
n<) further withc.>ut omething to at. He in i ted that ''you 11 be all winter 
,ind ne,1er get tl1roL1gh aft r all· you"ll starve and freeze to death. It i ju t 
a we) I to e pose our ~el \1e~ one way a. another. ' 1 3 Cook offered to go 
for food. Owen Brow11 begged him not to go but relented when the 
other~ out otcd hin1. He did talk Cook into taking money and buying the 

food in tetld of stealing it. Cook wa gone about three hour . When he 
1·ett1rned .. lie brought back a bag with boiled beef several loave of bread 
and a pie. Owen Brown told the reporter: ~ If you have never been a g1·eat 
deal n1ore tha11 half-star ed~ you can f'orm no idea how mar elou ly good 
tl1at fe,1\t \A/a ,, that day. • 1 

The next da1 at four in the afternoon Cook wa ent to get provi "ion 
f()r the .,econd ti1ne. The four other waited until two o'clock the next 
n1or11ing~ and then left witl1out him. Cook never rejoined them. They 
pu, hed north l0\\1ard~ Chamber burg arri ing at Mr . Ritner boarding 
hou . 1·~ . Rit11er 1 5 quickly· told them to leave a oldie1· were guarding 
the t1ou\e . The four 1nen 1led further north. 

r1d r· ~o11 re,1 hed ,1 horn in Chamber~ burg where a11 acquaintance 
[t;ti hin1, blit quickl ran him off wl1 n it wa. thought the federal mar hal 
\\1ho t1,1d t1lready been t the l1ou ~e would return. Ander on headed in the 
di1·ectio11 f Yr ork. Penn, )'I\ ania i11tending to go to hi home in We t 

11 t e 1· , j ll ~ t o u ts id e o t· Phi 1 ad e Ip hi a . 
we11 Bro\ 11 fi11ally 1·eached the co11c]u .. ,ion that due to the exhausted 

c:011ditio11 of erriarn he n eded to be ~ e11t home b) train. Brow11 helped 
t 1· i 111 11 i ~ be ,1 rd , r pa i red h i s torn coat and e n t hi m on the tr a i 11 at 

cotl,111ci. 11d then tl1cre v.1ere three. 
\\1en '""et tl1en1 ot1t on ,1 patl1 to . rawford County .. Penn lvania where 

he kn \\' lie 11,1d f"riend,. fter thtit he intended to get to A htabula 

1 K eler.p. -_ 
1

- lbid.p. -
I lbid.p. -
15 ~ 1lr . Rit11tr \\'a: th duuct11cr-i11- la\\' of a11t1 lc1,1er)' GO\'ernor Jo --cph R1tner \\'ho en1ed 

ilS go,1cr11or of Penn " ,J,•a11ia I ro111 J - -1 "\9. 1r -- . Ritncr· .. boarding house had be~n -,,i. itt:::d b)' 111r111~1 of Jot1n Br0\\' 11 • n1t:n 1Jr1or to the raid as "" he aided John Bro\a.' n ·, 

opt:::n1tif)n in the area . 
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County, Ohio where his brother John Junior lived. If that was unsafe, he 
intended to head for Canada. 

They trudged through a heavy snow for several days, capturing several 
chickens and were so anxious to eat something, they hardly waited for 
them to be cooked. Owen even told the reporter that Tidd did not stop 
with just the meat. He was so hungry he ate the bones too. 

They followed the canal towpath for a ways and even hitched a ride on 
a passing canal boat. Quakers helped them at Bellefonte (Coppoc himself 
was from a Quaker family in Iowa). 

On November 4,16 they were invited to dinner at a farm. The farmer 
let them read his newspaper aloud and the three escaped raiders read 
about Harpers Ferry. The first account read was the capture of John Cook 
He had been captured near Mont Alto, Pennsylvania, taken to the jail in 
Chambersburg, held overnight and sent to Charlestown, Virginia for trial. 

They also learned that John Brown had not been killed as Cook had 
told them, but had been severely wounded and had already been tried and 
found guilty. They also heard that Coppoc's brother, Edwin, had also been 
tried and found guilty and that Watson Brown had been shot while 
carrying a truce flag. 

Shortly afterwards, the men left. Coppoc decided to take a stagecoach 
toward home. Tidd and Owen Brown continued on through Townville, 
Brookville, Clarion and Shippensville, through Franklin and to Randolph. 
Finally Tidd split off and headed to Oil Creek. Owen Brown continued 
on to Ashtabula County, Ohio to his brother, John's house. 

Anderson reached York and the home of William Goodridge who was 
an operator of the underground railroad. Goodridge, the son of a slave, 
hid Anderson for several weeks on the third floor, under the stairway of a 
closet in his Centre Square Building in the downtown and then placed 
Anderson in a hidden compartment of a freight car and sent him by 
railroad to William Still in Philadelphia. 

From there Anderson went home to West Chester, Pennsylvania. There 
he said ''his own father turned him out from the door, threatening to have 
him arrested if he ever came again; and that most people he met turned a 
cold shoulder on him as if he were an outcast." 1 7 

16 Owen Brown specifically remembered the date because it was his birthday. He told the 
reporter ''that was the most memorable one of his life." 

17 Anderson, p. 172 
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What happened to the e en raiders who escaped? 

0 borne P. nder on 20 of We t Fallowfield 
Town hip We t Che ter Penn ylvania e caped to 

anada. He Ii ed until December IO 1872 when he died 
in Wa l1i11gton D . 

Owen Bro,vn 35 . escaped to hi brother ' farm in 
hio. Lat r tl1ey mov d to the remote mountain of La 
a ita California Vv he14 e he lived the re t of hi life. He 

di d Jan u ,1r 8 ~ I 8 8 9 . 

John Cook, 29~ of Haddam~ onnecticut, wa 
found guilty of ,nurder, trea on and i11citing 
r bel. He wa hanged on December 16 

tried and 
lave to 

1859 in 
Charle .. town 

\ 1irginia) 
irginia (now Charle Tow11, We t 

Barcia oppoc. 20~ of alem Ohio who lived in 
pringdale. Iowa~ e~caped. He enli ted in the Union 1·1r1 

a11d a killed 1n ,1 train accident on Jul 24, 1861. 

lbert Hazlett 22 o1~ Indiana Penn~ lv'ania wa 
c·1pturcd 11e,1r arli le~ Penn ylvania. He wa. taken to 

h(irle tov./n, irgi11ia " 'here he too v..1a . tried~ found 

guilt )f .. n1urder trea. 011. a11d inciting la\e~ to rebel. He 
\\' a ha11 <-1 ed or1 a1· h 16, I 60. C' 

Fran i rriam ~ _2, of armingto11 _ a achu~ ett 
aped. H \Va4. .. .. mrni .,~ ion d a a captc1i11 i11 the Third 

outh ,1r lina nit d tat olor d Infa11try. He died in 
C\V ork. on r 0\' ~111ber 2 . l 65. 
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Charles Tidd, 25, of Palermo, Maine escaped. He 
served in the 21st Massachusetts Volunteers in the Civil 
War. He died of fever on February 9, 1862. 

Bob O'Connor is a board member of the Jefferson County Historical 
Society and a regular contributor to the Guardian Newsletter. He is an 
author. One of his books is a historical fiction account of the John Brown 
raid called ''The Perfect Steel Trap, Harpers Ferry 1859. '' He may be 
reached at author@boboconnorbooks.com. 
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Given In Evidence 
by us,111 C()llin 

,to1·ed i11 T11e Jef·fer~o11 aunty Mu i. eum document collection 
d()Ct1r11e11t 11L1111be1· 22 of tl1e Jol1n Thoma Gib on 1 paper , i perhap the 
"i11gle n10\t 11nportc:111t ite1n 011 that Ii t. A habby book, con i ting of 256 
pages~ the title printed in faded gilt letter on the pine read~ : Hcirpe,-- '.s 
1::e,·1·)·- /11\'Cl. i(J11. K11own a .. the Ma on- Report, it is the findings of a 
.. elc(~t nitcd t,lte enate committee relative to the John Brown raid. 
Tl1i ~ ,t1-1icl i "' ba ed on some of those finding . 

1:ollovli 11g v\1 iftl or1 tht; heel of the capture of ~captain' John 
Bro\ 11 ~ c:1r1 l 1·e1)ort\ of ~ en. atio11al e ent in Harper Ferry._ came the 
re\ cl,1tion th,1t thi attack wa not tl1e i ·o1ated action of a religiou zealot 
bt1t a11 a11ticip(1t (l c e11t .. e11courag d and funded by men of wealth and 
i11tlue11 ~e i11 tl1e 11orth, who called them ·elve radical abolitioni t . 

Tru11k, ,111d c,1rpetbag cran1med with incriminating documents had 
bee11 d1,co\1Cr cl in the Ken11ed)1 fa1-1nhou e by militi,1 group couring the 
ar tl. Rc~ide11t • of h,1rp bttrg, Mar land had already ran acked the 
i .. ol,1ted btiildin~ ,ind al o the nearb)' .. choolhou e" but enough remained 
t c 1· e ,1 t e ·1 pa 11 i c ,1 111 o 11 g B row 11 . n u c I e u of ardent .. up po 1· t er i n 

,l\ ~1 ' l1t1 '"'e tt ·111d 01111cc ticut. Thi .. 1nall group referred to the1n .. elves 
c.l, ~'tl1 e 1·et ix, ... ,1nd although ble\ ed \\1 ith many gifts. they ~hared 
) 11e t--~1 tal r1 tt1·ibL1te: a 11 u11 t1~1k abl belief in their O\\' n infallibility. They 
\\' re· Geo1·ge Lutl1er t ea r11 , Gerrit mith, Thoma~ We11t\\'orth 

I i~gin .. 0 11. Fra11k B. a11bor11 Dr. amuel Gridle)' Howe and Theodore 

1 1,1 I -9_ ib 011 \\'~l" olo11cl of tl1e 55th Rcgi111c11t irgini,1 lilitia. "fhe 55th ,va among 
the fir t 111ilitir1 group to rt .. 1011d to the raid . Gib ()11 ,,,a .. pre,cnt \llhcn Jol1n BrO\\'n ,i.,a\ 
arre. tt:d ~ ,tt1d he 111acle tJ1e fir --- t offici,tl rep<Jrt tc) Go,, \r,1or Hcnr)' 1\. Vv t\c of Virginia. 
,it "" ,,1 b u2l11 a pl t of la11d i11 tilt; ~1rea t. f the cXt.:l:lttio11 "1te and built hi~--- hon1e in 1891 011 

\\1l1,1t is 11< ,,, ot1tt1 r1111ue I l t:et. t1,trll: TO\\' ll . 

- I lafJ l:f .. 1:: n). at tt1e ti111 , ,,,a k110\\' r1 ,1 • f1(1rpcr· J;erry \\1hich \\'ill be u,ed throughout thi~ 
~1niclc . ir11ilarl)1 • t1 r1rlt: .... l ,,,n ,,,ill be u.--ecJ for ·har·le "' '"fo\\tn. the l:UITer1t ·pe1ling . 

• J 111 urra)' (l n ( 10,'cn1bcr . . 179 - 1-\pril _ . I 71 ) ,,.,a "' a 11ited tate .. 
R pre , <,;lltati,, a11d 11ite(1 lt1le.., ~~ni1tor frcJ111 Virginia. I-le ,va..c a grar1d ()11 of G(;orge 

1~1 ' 11 . 11 Ira ft ·d tl1c 011d) l:;-ueiti,1e ~I 1,'e La,._, of 1 50 enacled ()n St ptcr11ber 1 _ 
I -o. I It \\'a .. 8Jlpoi,1ted b)' onfcdc.rr1te Pre ident Jeffer"t)n Da,,j a cor11n11" io11er to 

rent 13ritajn a11cl ~ra11 • luri11l! th · i,1il \\1ar . ..... 
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Parker, all talented men and, in the case of Gerrit Smith, extremely 
wealthy. 

In November, on the day of Brown's hearing in the Charlestown 
courthouse, Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe and George Luther Stearns fled to 
Canada, while Gerrit Smith, almost at the point of collapse, hit upon the 
novel idea of admitting himself to a lunatic asylum. For several weeks he 
was treated as an honored guest and enjoyed a restful stay, immune from 
possible arrest. 

Senator James M. Mason 
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On December 14, 1859, the Federal Government ordered the Senate to 
select a special committee to inquire into the recent events at Harper's 
Ferry. Members of the committee were: Senator James M. Mason 
(Virginia), Chai11nan; Jefferson Davis (Missi sippi); G.N. Fitch (Indiana); 
Mr. J.R. Doolittle (Wisconsin) and Mr. J. Collamer (Ve1·1nont). A blizzard 
of subpoenas quickly sped out from Washington to the New England 
states, the Kansas Territory, New York, Ohio and Illinois. Having sought 
expert legal advice, however, Messrs. Stearns and Howe had no qualms 
about appearing before the committee. They were info11r1ed that should 
they be arrested, the trial would take place in Boston. This heartening 
news put any apprehensions the two might have to rest. 
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1nong the thirt 1-two te\timonie gi"en before the Ma on Committee, 
I l1av h(>~e11 to de cribe tho e of ndrew Hunter, atto1·ney and 
prosecut()r of John Brown: dward K. chaeffer of Baltimore, 
stor ke pc1·: Bo~ton re'-)ident Ja111es Jack~on, flori t and Lind F. Currie 
,1ged tl1irt -thre , far1ner and ~choolteacher re iding in Jeff er on County. 

n 
0 
C 
;;o 
-i 
m 
(/l 

-< 
\..... 
rn -,, ,, 
m 
;;o 
(./') 

0 
z 
n 
0 
C 
z 
--i 
-< 
s 
C 
(./l 
m 
C 
s 

Pro ecutor ndre\v Hunter 

11 J,111L1(1r 11._ 1860. ndreVv Hu11ter te tified before the committee. 
0\1e1-11 r \\.i of· \ 1irgi11ia had reque .. ted that all captured document be 

p 1c1cecl in l-I tinter" " h,1ndc...: man)' ot .. the e paper came from uni ikel 
, ot11·cc - H )n. lexander R. Botel r. repr entati,, in Congre from 
that di tri t. off.icer ~ of th:. Bc1ltir11ore troop and new paper editor in 

alti111ore. He11r 0~1,1enp rt._ L. q . ._ an ot .. ficer in the Jeff"er on Guard .. 
han<lcLl 0\1er cl,\1 i11 oppo • .... co111mi ion' in Bro~n s phantom 
.... r1r·n1)' .' 111,1jor di. o,1er)1 ,1n1ong these paper~ wa the Jo11r11{ll (Jj tl1e 

f)1·01 ir;io11c1/ (,0,1 ~,;1,1tio11 o,1,·e11tio11 l1eltf 011 c111,1·clc1)·, Ma,· 1 58 in . ~ 

l1atha111 a11,1d·1. lie 'Ontent of 81·0\\' 11 .. \. " .. Pro\ i. ion al Con\titution "' 
\\' nt f'a1· ir1 011,1ir1 'i 11 g th jur)' of· Bro,, n' .. tre,1 L. onable i11te11t. 

4 Rt:p rt 111111ittt.:e ur11b :.r _ 7 61)1 .. 0 11g rt.: s. I t \ 1or1. 1·11e Re1Jo1·1 of 1/1e ~c feet 
0111111i11 of 1/1 e11ar i \JJpoi11ted to /11t111i1·e i,110 1/1e /cite /11, ,,, io11 a11(/ Sei-11,·e lif P11blic 

JJro1, 1·1_' (It llc11·11e1·' 1:-e,·1·)' . (\\1a l1in2ton. D. .. I O .. p. 6-
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Andrew Hunter saw Brown about three hours after his arrest, in one of 
the rooms of the armory superintendent's office. With Hunter, were the 
governor, Colonel Robert E. Lee, Lewis Washington and a number of 
other gentlemen. Brown was lying on a cot and ''appeared to be very 
severely wounded, but his wounds did not prove to be so dangerous."5 

Lying beside Brown on another cot was Aaron Stevens: indicative of the 
influence Stevens appeared to have with Brown, since they later shared 
the same cell. Governor Wise assured Brown that he was not obliged to 
talk and that anything he said would not be produced against him at his 
trial. Upon hearing this, Brown became positively garrulous, inforrnation 
poured forth and he was insistent that Wise be shown a copy of the 
''Provisional Constitution." This was hastily fetched from among the 
piles of captured documents and Brown then requested that Wise read 
from it out loud. For nearly three hours Brown spoke at length of his 
plans - to the amazement of his listeners. When asked where he intended 
to put his provisional government into operation, he replied, '' Here, in 
Virginia , where I commenced operations." Since Brown had brought 
only a small band of men with him to Harpers Ferry, how much support 
did he expect to receive? Hunter records the reply as ''three thousand or 
five thousand - if he wanted them.'' After these words a silence fell on 
the room; Hunter had the feeling that further important details were about 
to follow. Suddenly Aaron Stevens roused himself, and said that ''he 
(Brown) was not sure of any aid, but he only expected it, adding, ''you do 
not understand him." Whereupon Brown echoed, ''Yes, I merely 
expected it; I was not certain of any support."6 

Brown then answered questions about where he expected support to 
come from and also the number of arms he had brought with him. He 
replied that the support would come from slaves and non-slaveholding 
whites, that would ' 'join him from all quarters.' Brown was prepared to 
ar1n about one thousand five hundred men ''but not perfectly." Governor 
Wise and Andrew Hunter then took turns asking about the kinds of 
weapons Brown had in his possession. He had ''200 Sharps rifles and 
about 200 revolver pistols, and had expected 1,500 spears, but the 
contractor had failed , and he had received only about 950."7 

5 Ibid , p.59 
6 Ibid . p .61 
7 Ibid . p.62 
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11otl1er que'->tion r ir1quired whether or not Brown had intended 'to 
'" tampede la,,e. off_~, This ,'ugge tion wa indignantly refuted by Brown. 
Hu11ter a . : ""He de igned to put arm in their hand to defend 
the1n ef ,,e," again, t their ma ter, , and to maintain their po ition in 

i1·ginia ,ind th outl1. That, in the fir t in tance, he expected they and 
the no11- "la eh()lding white would flock to hi tandard a oon a he got 
a t·ooting ther at Harper~ , Fen· : and a~ hi trength increa ed he would 
gradually e11larg th area under hi co11trol, furni hing a refuge for the 
la ~ and a r·endez ou for all white who were di po ed to aid him 

until entuall he o e1·run (, ic) the whole outh. Re ponding to a 
qt1 \. ti 11 t·ro1n Go,1er11or Wi e Brown complacently remarked that ' the 
prop rt ot~ all \la el1older wa • to be confi cated and the proceed 
applied a an inden1nity t·or the trouble and expen e of freeing the lave 
and of' caIT)1ing on th e .. pedition .' 8 

Ther v.1a no l1e "itation or ambiguit in Brown · choice of word • hi 
claimed intentions r rnain d in the mind of hi Ii tener and in the note 
taken by hi ~ future pt"O ecutor. Irnagin Hunter ' a1nazement when 
appearing for hi .. ~e11tencing in harle town courthou e Brown told 
Judg Parker that -hi ~ purpo e in coming to Virginia wa simply to 
. tampede la\1e , not to l1ed blood: that he had tampeded twelve lave 
f'ron1 i ... ~ ouri without -- napping a gun and that he expected to do the 

a111e thing in irginic.1, but only on a larger cale.' 9 By then Hunter had 
th n1ea~ u1·e of l1is n1an: the confli ti11g tatement in hi te timony hi 
boa "ti'ulne .. \. ar1d .. to u e ndr·e\\i Hunter~ gentl manly word ~the 
palpable in on i tenc ' between th tatement given to him ,elf 

O\ cmc.11· i c ar1d otl1 r 111 Harper' rry and Brown word .. poken 
to the judg during hi trial. The amot1nt of n1ilitary mat riel hidden in the 
ch olhou~ , including the fear~ome ~- . pear ' were damning e idence 

that John Br w11 and hi group of~ follower had any'thing but peaceful 
int ntio11 , \\1 l1e11 tl1 )' r pt i11to the Jeeping comn1unity of Harper' 

t: n . ., 

I tter from Brovl tl to ndre Hunter, ritt n from the Charle town 
j,1i) and dated \' mb r __ nd ~ I 59 under~ ore the ~'palpable 
inc< n~i tc11C)' ~ ar1d 1 "''Orth quoting in full (Italic are Brown ) . 

Ibid. p. 
9 Ibid. p.6-
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Charlestown, Jefferson County, Va., 
November 22, 1859. 

Dear Sir: I have just had my attention called to a seeming 
confliction between the statement I at frrst made to Governor Wise 
and that which I made at the time I received my sentence, regarding 
my intentions respecting the slaves which we took about the Ferry. 
There need be no such confliction, and a few words of explanation 
will, I think, be quite sufficient. I had given Governor Wise afull 
and particular account of that, and when called in court to say 
whether I had anything further to urge, I was taken wholly by 
surprise, as I did not expect my sentence before the others. In the 
hurry of the moment, I forgot much that I had before intended to 
say, and did not consider the full bearing of what I then said. I 
intended to convey this idea, that it was my object to place the 
slaves in a condition to defend their liberties, if they would, without 
any bloodshed, but not that I intended to run them out of the slave 
States. I was not aware of any such apparent confliction until my 
attention was called to it, and I do not suppose that a man in my 
then circumstances should be superhuman in respect to the exact 
purport of every word he might utter. What I said to Governor 
Wise was spoken with all the deliberation I was master of, and was 
intended for truth; and what I said in court was equally intended for 
truth, but required a more full explanation than I then gave. Please 
make such use of this as you think calculated to correct any wrong 
impressions that I may have given. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN BROWN 10 

Brown wanted this letter published and Hunter duly complied, sending 
a copy to The Spirit of Jefferson. While Brown was in jail, Hunter 
estimated that the prisoner had received between two hundred and two 
hundred and fifty letters. Some of them had been intercepted, and among 
this number were offers to rescue Brown, while still others were 
addressed to Jailer A vis, attempting to buy his cooperation in rescue 
attempts. 1 1 

I O Ibid , p. 67 
1 1 Ibid. p. 66 
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nd tl1e11 tl1ere were the 1naps. From among the document placed 
b fore the committee, ndre, Hunter drew out a roll of map detailing 
th \Outher11 \tate of Kentucky, Tenne ~ ee, Alabama, Mi i ippi and 

eo1·gia and m,11·ked in ariou point with a cro . Pa ted on each map 
wa~ a ect1on of' the 1850 Ce11 u Report, 1,1, howing the number and kind 
of i11l1abita11t \c in each county, free or lave white or black male or 
f e1nal _, 1 2 

Jo11n B1·own a<,ked A11drew Hunter to draw up hi will: thi wa done 
''about ' 111 hour and a half before hi execution.' Brown thanked the 
law er for hi ~ ''k.i11dne\ and attention'' and indeed the relation hip 
betvlee11 B 1·ow11 and hi5 pro ecutor wa an extraordinary one. Andrew 
Hu11ter, \ decency a11d traightforward 111anner tood in marked contra t to 
the inadequacies of Br·own '" cho~en lawyer . 

On the morning of October 13, 1859 a di hev led figure entered the 
premi '" e .. of cha ft .. er and Loney, located at number 1 and 3 Hanover 

treet in Baltimore. The young a i tant wa taken aback when the 
,,i ., itor a ked to bu forty or fifty thou and percu ion cap . ot only did 

chaeffer a11d Loney not ha e that number on hand, the price quoted wa 
apparent) un<.,ati . factor)' . The ner ou a i'- tant ha tily fetched hi 
mplo)1e1· to hc111d]e matter~ . 

hen dward K. chaeffer who ga e hi te~timony on February 2, 
l 60.. a the aiti11g cu~tomer he· wa not favorably impre ed with the 
young 111an' ~ app arance ." 1 3 That wa hard} urpri ing. Franci J. 

~ri,1rn I aged twent - t\\10, wa " an t1nimpre i e . ight to begin with· 
po\ ~ed of· ti f'rai1 ph ique and pott complexion, he V¥a obviou ly 
laboring tinder om ~rro11g xcitement. chaeffer onfirmed that the 
comp,111)' cot1ld not uppl)' fift thou and cap urging Meriam to go and 
tr)' hi luck at .. in1ilar bu ., in e in the area. he wa leaving, 

rian1 ~ att ntion \l a drawn to a di pla of pade and hovel . 
chaef'f r~ u pi ion ~, r arou ed: "'I u pected that h wa • furni hing 
upp)ie for ome filibu t r e pedition, though I knew that ew Orlean. 

and e \v ork \\ er gen ra1 I)' the plac \\ here the got up tho e 
e~·p <lition .' 1 chaeffer rcfu ed to ell him any ho,·el and escorted 

1·iam to the d or. 

I Ibid. 
1 - Ibid . p. 145 
1 1errian1 i. the orrc l '" pcllin . 1leriarn i~ u ed in tl1c report and in th1, '1n ic lc . 
1 Repon o r11111ittee J urnber _ 7 . p. 14 
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The next day Meriam was back with sufficient funds to purchase the 
percussion caps, requesting that they be packed and sent to Barnum's 
Hotel where he was staying under his own name, in room 204. Meriam 
paid the bill of forty-five dollars in twenty-dollar gold pieces, leaving the 
store in such haste that he forgot his change. A few days later, newspaper 
headlines reporting the events at Harper's Ferry confirmed Mr. 
Schaeffer's fears about his unwelcome customer. Equally alarming was 
the identification of the suppliers of the percussion caps. Clearly printed 
on the box lids were the words: 

201/4 M. caps 
From S. & L.B. 
F.J. Meriam, 204 Barnum's Hotel, Baltimore 16 

Before leaving the witness stand, Mr. Schaeffer had something further 
to offer. While exchanging infor1nation with the staff of Barnum's Hotel, 
Schaeffer learned that the day before Meriam made his purchase, the 
young man had received a sum of money by express from Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

The source of this money was Meriam's uncle, James Jackson, who 
was also his guardian-and a poor liar. Jackson's responses on January 6, 
1860, were guarded and reluctant. lnfo1·1nation was extracted with great 
difficulty and only after fi11r1 probing on the part of the committee: the 
members were sorely tried while they listened to Jackson's monotonous 
litany -''! think I did'' or, ''I think not," and, ''I do not remember." 
Jackson had the responsibility of handling funds inherited by Francis 
Meriam following the death of his father ''ten years, or perhaps fifteen 
years'' before. 17 

The committee learned that Mr. Jackson had received an urgent 
telegram from his nephew in Baltimore, requesting the sum of six 
hundred dollars in gold. (Jackson was ''unsure'' of the date, or even of the 
month). This amount was duly sent by Adam's express from Boston on 
October 14th; in point of fact the money belonged to Francis Meriam, not 
to his uncle. The committee was then treated to a description of James 
Jackson's unique methods of financial management. When asked how he 
had raised the six hundred dollars, Jackson replied: ''I think I got it from 

16 Ibid, p. 146 
1 7 Ibid, p. 135 
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r11 1·,1 th~r: he ha11di11g me a check on 011e of the Bo ton bank for the 
~1mount.~ Qt1c tion: ''How did you obtain it from your father? If the 
r11or1 ~ belo11ged t Meri am, what ne d had you to re ort to your father 
for it·.·· 11 ~ \ er: ~~1 thi11k ome property of Mr. Meriam' came into my 
hand . a11d I think I lent a portion of it to my father, and when thi 
telegraphi di~patch came I ca]led on him for the amount. 18 

Poor ,·anci\ eriarn. victim of other people greed and 
ruthle "ne ~ hi . ery naivety offered him a trange protection. On 
De cn1he1· 2 I 858, er·jam wrote a letter to John Brown. The previou 
\\1inter l1e had tra l d to Kan~a in h pe of meeting Brown carrying 
\A/ith him a letter of introduction frorn Wendell Phillip . Back in Bo ton 

erian1 l1ad been prin1ed \.\1ith e citing torie~ of heroic deed perfo11Tied 
b, Bro, n ,1nd other~ in Kan a and became fired with enthu ia m for ., 

• the au ~ e." )though he a, unable to n1eet Brown the degree of 
ri·1111 ~~ nthusi,1\1n can be gauged by the following: ... I earne tly 

\\1isl1 to join )1ou to ,1ct in any capacity you wi h to place me a far a my 
111,111 C<.tpacities go,·~ and, ~ I alread con ider thi. the whole present 

bu 111c,\ 01=- 1ny lit . I ,1m entirely free from any family tie .. which would 
i111pede 111)' c:lction ... ~ t thi time eriam was making plan to travel to 
Ha)1ti. ··to le,1n1 the conditio11 of .. thing~ there~ with a new f'riend, James 
l~cdp,1th ~ ,1 11e\\ p,1pe1· reporter originally fron1 Scotland, and an old 
,1cquai11tanc of Jol111 Bro\\1n from the latter' day in Kan a . The ill­
·a 01·ted {Jai1· spent the winter on the i .. land~ when they returned home 
l-4 r,111 ~j '- eric:t111 \\1,1 fi e l1undred dollar'" the poorer bt1t Jan1e Redpath 
11,\d ple11t ot· f1·e"l1 cop)' for Iii ,1rticle . 1 9 

J ,1 ·kso11 \Va a. kcd \\1 h ther he k11ew of hi nephew' , whereabout 
l efore 1· cei,1 i11g th Baltimo1·e tele6 ra1n. He admitted th,1t he ~'thought' 
Fr a 11 , i s \ (1 i 11 h tl 1n be r burg . Penn , I a 11 i a . J ,1 c k ~on den i e d e v er 
111~eti11g Bro\,111 or that erian1 had an)' connection with Brown. The 
yot1ng 111an ar1·ived 011 th door t~p of the Kenned)1 farmhou e the night 
b f 01· tl1 r,tid, an· in._ 111ore money i11 gold. lthough he "'a'" u e]e , 

.,, ~ '-" 

r· r Br0\\1 11 · "' pla11 .. 1eria1n \\1a none tl1e le . \ om in a a "·private'' i11 

Bro\,111' ··p1·0\ 1,1on,ll a1·n1 , _ .... Fra11 is r1an1" .- worth to Brown a11d l1i 
t·c)ll ,,, r de rea d in dire t p1·oportion to hi rapidl dwindling fortune. 
l11 l1ort. t1e l1f1d b en flatt r d b)' Franklin anborn and Jame Redpath .. 
,1111 11 L lht;r flee ed t1nd \\'a~ to bl: ultin1atel}1 abandoned. Referring to 

1 Ibid. p. J 0 
1 ' lbid , p . 
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Meriam in a letter, Sanborn said, '''Tis a virtue posted in numbskulls, to 
give money freely .... "2 0 

Finally, with the collapse of Brown's plans, Cook, Owen Brown, 
Charles Tidd and Barclay Coppoc managed to find their way to 
Pennsylvania, and Chambersburg, with Meriam toiling in their wake. 
Miraculously, he was never captured, but finally surlaced in Boston, to 
the dismay of many, including his relatives. According to uncle James, 
Meriam went to ground in the home of a Dr. David Thayer, on Beach 
Street. While in hiding, Meriam confided in his uncle that ''he had 
participated in the Harper's Ferry matter'' and ''he was, with a few others, 
stationed at some distance from Harper's Ferry to guard arms that were 
there.'' Question from the committee: ''What arms?'' Answer: ''A11ns that 
were to be used, if necessary, I suppose. ''2 1 Jackson also stated that four 
to six weeks ago his nephew had left Boston for Canada and that although 
he had not seen Meriam since then, he had received a request for one 
hundred dollars. Jackson also claimed that all the money young Francis 
now possessed amounted to six or eight hundred dollars. 

The schoolhouse lay about half-way between the Kennedy farmhouse 
and the Ferry. Everything appeared to be nor111al that morning of October 
17th. The schoolmaster, Lind F. Currie, who testified on January 11th, 
1860, had between twenty-five to thirty pupils, ranging in age from eight 
to fifteen. Currie was a farmer who also taught school, not an unusual 
combination for the times. At about ten o'clock, the creaking of a 
heavily-laden wagon could be heard approaching the school. Suddenly 
strange men appeared in the doorway. All were heavily armed, their 
leader John Cook wore two revolvers stuck in his belt, a large Bowie 
knife and was carrying a Sharp's rifle. With Cook were two other men, 
Charles Tidd and William Leeman, also several negroes carrying pikes. 
With them they had brought Maryland farmer Terence Byrne, who had 
been abducted at gun-point while riding towards the Ferry. Cook 
infor1ned the shaken schoolmaster that he was taking possession of the 
schoolhouse , that it would be used as a depot for ''their arms and 
implements of war."22 

Incredibly , Cook told Currie to keep the children in the school and we 
should not be interrupted. By now pandemonium reigned: the children 

20 Otto J . Scott , The Secret Six- John Brown and the Abolitionist Movement. TIMES 
BOOKS , a division of Quadrangleffhe New York Times Book Co., 1979. p, 293. 

2 1 Report Committee Number 278 , p. 132 
22 Ibid , p. 55 
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wer h terical ith fear and L1rrie could do nothing with them. With 
consider,1ble courage, urrie in i~ted that the children be allowed to run 
l1c)1ne, ,11 l e J cept one ~mall boy and the , choolma'" ter kept him back 
1nai11t,ti11ing tl1at the child wa. t o young to find hi way on hi own.2~ 

urrie had the opportu11ity to ee the wagon" content . It wa loaded 
\ itl1 long bo e\, each containing about a dozen harp rifle. " al o a large 
bl 'tck trunk. Johrl ook wa in a hatty mood and poke at length to hi 
ho "t,1ge. ,.. ook '>aid that their intention wa to free the egroe • that they 
intended to adopt such 1nea. ure .. a, would effectually free them, though 
l1e aid noth111g abotit running them off or anything of that kind. He aid 
tilt\ too: tl1at thc)~e ~la e-holder who would give up their slave 

olt111taril)' oulcl meet with protection but tho e who refu ed to give 
th rn tip \l/ould be quartered upon and their property confi cated, u ed in 
uch \\'a)'" a the)' might think p1·op r· at lea. t they would receive no 

pr tectior1 fro111 their organization or party. I di tinctly recollect that he 
~ ,1 id th ,l t . ', ~, 

Tl, · 1·e n1t1. t h,1ve been an air of unreality about the whole epi ode, at 
le,1~ t t'1·0111 l_i11d t1rrie '~ perL pecti e. He a ked, and wa allowed to take 
l1i~ 0L1nge."' t pupil home: and then returned. In Currie word , I would 
11ot ha\' go11e back, but that there wa no way of getting out that I knew 
of. Tl1er \ er t\\10 other 1·oad. , one through the Ferry~ but both were 

c 'Upied. The f<.;IT}' ,1t that time wa~ occupied by the e men, and I could 
not g t through the err)' . Th re was anoth r road, pa . ing up by 
Bro,\111~ h u. e wl1ich would ha,,e led me ~Orne mile out of my route 
horn bt1t I did not go that wa becau e I pre urned that al~o wa 
occt1pied b)' th . n1en ."' One can onl)' hazard a gue ~ at what moti ated 

t1rri to 1·etur11 to tl1e p \ ible danger that awaited him. Reason enough 
\\1 r ook' ~ .. boa ting tl1at he and hi friends Vvere upported b)' five or 
tc11 thou a11d 111 n -~for aught I know." Ther \\'a, no rea~ on to di believe 
_ Ol1k ~ ··J bcl ie\1ed it: I uppos d it wa all true; I had no idea that t"1enty­

l \\' l 111e11 \ ere goi11g to <ltternpt uch a fora a" that. "- 5 

8)1 no,\1 tl1e \\1f1g 11 ,,,a unloaded· the other had left~ leaving Cook and 
, .. 11c bla k 1na11·~ b hind. tirri had r cognized the egroe , the)' w re 
th la,,e of i. \\' a hington and had told John Cook that Currie a~ a 

1~1,, l1ol<Jer. It 'r hearing tl1i . k attitude to ard urrie became 

- Ibid. p .... .: 
- Ibid 1) . ... 
- Ibid p. 
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rather cooler but the urge to hold forth to a captive audience was too 
strong. Soon, Cook was talking eagerly to the horrified schoolmaster, 
with his usual lack of discretion. Currie remembered Cook's words about 
Gerrit Smith, that ''he knew of it, and was interested in it," and the name 
of Frederick Douglass. Then Cook said: ''We, as a little band, may perish 
in this attempt, but there are thousands ready at all times to occupy our 
places, and to step into the breach. It is our design to use every effort to 
disseminate our sentiments in regard to the institution of slavery among 
your own people; we will scatter them among you in different ways; we 
will send our people among you as colporteurs and peddlers, and we will 
place them in your pulpits and schools; in different ways we will send our 
men among you, and by such means circulate our opinions and 
entiments."26 

Between two and three in the afternoon, the sounds of shooting from 
the Ferry became rapid and continuous. Currie asked, ''Mr. Cook, what 
does that mean?'' The reply was chilling: ''Well, it simply means this: that 
those people down there are resisting our men, and we are shooting them 
down."27 

As the evening sun began to set, Currie asked to be allowed to leave. 
Before this, his attempts to edge towards the door were blocked by Cook. 
Now, doubtless to Currie's surprise, his captor released him, but not 
before extracting a promise to reveal nothing of what he had seen. 

The investigation lasted for almost six months. The committee had 
striven to follow their instructions and stay within the boundaries laid 
down for them. This was unfortunate: the testimony of some old Kansas 
cronies of Brown, particularly W .F. Amy, general agent of the Kansas 
Aid Committee, promised revelations of extraordinary value. But the 
committee had been directed to concern themselves only with the 
Ha1-per's Ferry attack; Arny was warned not to stray off the subject. Of 
the five resolutions adopted by the Senate, number three states: ''Whether 
such invasion and seizure was made under color of any organization 
intended to subvert the government of any of the States of the Union· 
what was the character and extent of such organization; and whether any 
citizens of the United States not present were implicated therein, or 
accessory thereto, by contributions of money, arms, munitions, or 

26 Ibid, p. 59 
27 Ibid, p. 57 

I 
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oth ·1·\\1ise.""- 8 '"fhe cor1clu ion of the majority - Ma on Jeffer on Da i 
,111d . •. -; itch re that ~·the 111011e to maintain the expedition, a11d the 
J,1rge ,1r1na1n nt th y brought with them, had been contributed and 
f u r r1 i s h e d b )' t 11 e c i t i z e 11 o f o t h r t ate o f th e n i o n u n d e r 

i1·cL1111st<111ce ~ th,tt 1nu\t continue to jeopard the afety and peace of the 
c)uther11 t,tt .., ~ and agai11st which Congre ~ ha no power to legi~late. 
ft r exa1111111ng th on titution th three reluctantly concluded that 

lc.1~ ~ of~ def'en -- e on] ,1pplied to attack , from foreign power , and not 
indigcnou\ t·orces. They Vv'ere not prepared to ugge t any legi lation, but 
~, at"Il ~ti recon1111 nd d that ''pro i ion .. hould be made by the 
e ect1ti \'e _ or, if nece .. ~ ar b law to keep under adequate military guard 
the public am1orie. and ar e11al. of the nited tate in some way after 
the ma11ner r10\ practic d at the na y-yards and fort .' 29 

Tl1e rninorit conc]u\ion of Mr. Doolittle and Mr. Collamer wa the 
r \' rse of~ th ir colleague ~ that there wa~ n upporting evidence to pro e 
tl1at any pri\1at citizen f1·01n another tate had aided and abetted Brow11. 

ho\e h<1 te tified th,tt they knew nothing of Brown' plan and 
,1cti,1 iti L. - de pite proot .. to1 the contrary-must be believed. The e 
\\1itne "es \\1ere not culpable of an thing bel'Gll e the_,) de11ied that the)' 

\, '} 1· e. - < 

l1e ti,ne" \\ re agai11 L. t the co,nmittee: 1 60 wa election year and 
politi ,1I e p die11 ) ' dictated th,1t enat r Ma'" on.. commi ~ion ot' inquiry 
be 11,, ... ti l. buried .. 1 ik.c a particular! un avory bone. ot onl)' had ·ome of 
tl1e •• .. t.:ct·t.;t i ~- - George L. teams, Gerrit 111ith~ Frank anborn and 

,1111 l1 e I 1-1 ow t: r c <.: i d sub po e 11 ,l "' (bu t not Thom a '" H i g g i n on or 
,.rh d 1·e P,11·ker - ~<.1 had men in tl1e high 1·eache of go en1ment. It wa 
,111 1110 t d1 c1gree~1ble. parti ularly to Pre ident Buchanan. A. the nation 
111 , Li e\' 1· 11101· gradt1all)1 to ard tl1e brink of chao ~ the re elation · of 
th c>111111itt c 1·e 'cued i11to th b,1ckground. 

1 }1e dr\;adful f,1 ~t \\' fl tl1at 111cn like the ~- i ~~ and th ir fr1end. long d 
f 1· a \\' 'lr tl1,1t ,,, uld . ubjugat tl1 .. outh and bring ,1bout a 11ew order, 
ell 'Cr li11g t th ir idc;,1 of a Higl1er La\\' . That for the n10 .. t part. they 
k r1 e \\' 11 t 11 i 11 g of' th ~ out 11 or of' it .. p op I e matte red not at a 11 . o 

1rnprtth)1 ,,,a .. t:XJ)t·t::- scd f r tl1 11urd red citizen " of Harper' Ferry - not 
\ 1e11 !or tl1 I ath of J lay,\1ard heph rd. th free black railroad port 1·. a 

l it t 1· i rt n , . ., 

-
8 I b i cl . I ) . J 

Ibid p. I_ 
Ibid p. 4 
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On December 3rd, a reporter from the New York Herald attended a 
mass rally at Boston's Tremont Temple. The martyred Brown was 
compared to Christ, and Governor Wise to Pontius Pilate, while a 
Reverend Mr. Martin declared that he ''sanctioned Brown's course, but 
that his only fault was that he had not intended to shed blood," betraying 
a deep fundamental confusion. The reporter concluded: ''The effect of 
abolition doctrines upon the rostrum, in the pulpit, and in the light 
literature of the day, and the morbid sympathy for men whose lives were 
justly forfeit to the laws of a State which they had outraged. On the one 
hand the abolitionists excite the people of the North to interfere with the 
right of the South, and on the other they stir up the hot blooded 
Southerners to that point where, as they believe, forbearance ceases to be 
a virtue. The result will inevitably be disunion and civil war."31 

Susan Collins has been curator of the Jefferson County Museum since 
1996 and resides in Berkeley County. 

3 1 New YorkHerald , December3, 1859 
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''The old wagon will make 
a zne exhibit . .. '' 

b P. Doug la Perk 

1 I 1 

Th J t·f· r, on ount u eurn i home to a remarkable collection that 
r fl ·t th rich hi tor of our ounty. One of the unique feature of the 

u eu111 i"> that it e hibit~ and archi e di play and protect a cro -
ection four c unt tor from earl ettlement to the pre ent day. 

ot surpri ingly a we prepare to commemorate the e quicentennial 
1· Joh11 Bro n s attack on th nited tate Mu ket Factory at Harper 

Ferr)' , th J t't"er">on ounty Mu eurn i one of the be t place to view 
obje t that r a part f the raid .. the trial and conviction of John B1·own 
a11d \i of his co-con pirator and their ub equent execution. 

f the relic that ar conn ct d to that part of our hi tory none i more 
ignifica11t than an old wagon whi h ha become known a the ~ John 

Bro'A1n agon. 
De crib d aL a light freight \.\'agon'I it ph ical dimen ion explain that 

refcre11 . The bo of the \.\agon mea ure ele en feet nine inche front to 
back. Th ide ,,ar from t\.\- nty-three and three quarter inche ~ to 
l\\' nt -f ur a11d one half in he.. high. Th wagon i forty-eight inche 
\ id . dr p do~1n tailgate ha four twent -four inch b one and one half 
1n h trap hinge a h fa .. tened with a dri e pintle. 

De i n d to b pull d by' tw hor e , the driver at 011 a bench in the box 
of tl1 \\' 'lf.!011. Br,1ck t. attach d to the e terior of the front of the box would 
htl\' h Id a i otboard. The wagon~ front wh el are three feet in diameter. 

11 ~ r ar \\1l1eel . are thr c and one half f t in diam t r. Both front and rear 
\\ heel 11,1 e w d 11 pok and are iron rimmed. The diameter of the 
,,,heel gi,1e the\ ag n a thirt -eight in h ground clearance. 

)though \\1e do 11ot kno ho m d the John Brown agon, we do 

k11t)\\' \i.1l1 \\111 d th v.1agon. org . adl r, a promin nt itizen of 
h rl "t \\111. \ 1 ir inia I v.1a an und rtaker a, ell a furniture and coffin 

111ak r - r. adl r~ "hop 'A' a located n th .. outh ide of the one 

1 Jeffcr )0 ou rll)' C)ffi i 11)' b ,1n1 a part of \\; e t \ 1iroinia follo\\'ing a . ' upr me 
dt: i:'i<ln rcndcr~d i11 I 71. "harlc to\vn \\'U ~ hanged lLl harlc\ To\\1n in 1912 to a\'Oid 
on fu ion \ i th the rat<: api tal . 

- J h n 1 . \\fa h ingto11 ,\1a a i,,e of r /1e J iffer.._ on 01,111 , Hi 10,·ical <Jciet). Vol urne 
~ ~ I"-' ' I \ f . I • c n1 be r I 9 4 . 
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hundred block of West Washington Street. Today if you stroll along the 
sidewalks of historic Charles Town, just after you pass the United States 
Post Office look up at the top of the fa~ade of the building which is home 
to Collins' Barber Shop, Jumpin' Java, and Amaya International. You'll 
see the name ''SADLER BLOCK'' prominently displayed. In 1859, Mr. 
Sadler's shop was one door west of the Jefferson County Jail. 

We are also unclear of the exact date that Mr. Sadler purchased his 
wagon. However the following excerpt taken from the diary of Susan 
Wood Keyes gives us a point of reference: 

July 10th. { 1849 J - All the ladies & gentlemen from this 
house except Pa & Ma went out fishing and gathering 
raspberries. Dr. Cordell went too they brought a good many 
of the latter to Major preserving. They went in Mr. Sadler's 
little furniture wagon.3 

Dr. John A. Washington, who edited sixteen year old Susan Wood 
Keyes diary for an article in the December 1972 edition of The Magazine, 
made this note regarding Mr. Sadler's wagon: 

The occupants that day of 'Mr. Sadler' s little furniture 
wagon' would have been surprised to learn what the future 
held for the conveyance. It was undoubtedly the same wagon 
used on Dec. 2, 1859 when it was pulled up to the Jefferson 
County jail and, accompanied by George Sadler, an 
undertaker as well as furniture and coffin maker, and by the 
sheriff and jailer, James W. Campbell and John Avis, John 
Brown was carried to the place of execution, now the 500 
block of South Samuel Street. The wagon is now a leading 
exhibit in the county museum in Charles Town.4 

''Mr. Sadler' s little furniture wagon'' would play a prominent role in 
the final hours of John Brown's life. Louis P. Starry worked in George 
Sadler's shop. At the time of this interview in 1909, he was eighty-two 

3 Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Society, 'Diary of Susan Wood Keyes,' 
Volume XXXVIII, December 1972, 35. Susan Wood Keyes married Rev. Charles E. 
Ambler. Their daughter, Mis Lucy J. Ambler, made her mother's diary available to Dr. 
John A. Washington, longtime president of the Society and editor of The Magazine. 

4 Ibid. 
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) 'C,11·.~ old. He h'1cl thi to a regarding Dece1nber 2nd 1859: 

\ 
-

}' , . it i ._~ Jift , ., <'l11·.~ 5·i11c·e tl1e ha11gi11g (Jj Br(Jtv11, and m), 

l1<Jlt ti111e ~[J(1
\. I ,-e,11c1 111/Je1· t/1e clcL_) t/1at it tcJok plc,c .. e just as 

\\ ell c1,\· ij. it l1c1cl /Jee11 .} e5te1·clc1_,. C/1a1·/es Toi,i n }Vas c·ro¾'ded 

\t it/1 1/1ot1.~c111tl .. \· of· /JerJp/e, lt l10 /Jega11 c·onzing soon c1fter 

clc,, IJ1·ec1k. \,\1/zole fc1111ilie .. \, o.f tlze111 c--cin1e i1z ii'agoI1s , ot/1e,--.s· 011 

I 1 o , •. s· e b c, • k c111 cl c1f o <J t . Th ci t ·'' e c, ,.. i1' e /1 ad c1 pell of I 11 di a 11 

.s·tI111111e1· i11 1J1e late jc1/I c111d 1l1e sec·oncl of D ecen1be,,. i17as j1,1st 

Ii k e (1 1 c1 _\ 111 cJ, ·, 1 i, 1 ~ , i,, Vi,. g i, z i a , /1 (J 11 e _, • - bees· lt' ere fl) i 11 g 
l1bo111 l111c/ bi,·c/.~ ,\· i11gi11g eve1·_,·i1 l1e,,.e. At the ti111 e of tlie 

l1c111gi11 , I li c1~v i11 tl1e t111dertc1king bitL\·ine.'>,S' with George W. 

l1(//e1· l111cl i1 e l1t1cl c/1(11--,~e r~f Cciptai11 B1·olv11 '.~ fu11eral. 

,/1e1·~·17 Cc11111Jbell 1101ijiecl tl!, tl1at t/1e exec·i1tio11 111cJu/d occ~ur at 

11<Jo11, .\,CJ c1lo11~ c1/Jo11t 11.00 o 'c/(Jc;k lve it'ere 011 hand at t/1e 

_ja il, i1 it/1 tl1e c·c1.\·ket i11 rl1e lt'Cl\.{?011. 

\11e l1c1cl 1/1, .. el' l1c111gi11f.?J o..f the111 c111cl Bro¾ n iva~~ the CJ11l.} 

c>11(1 1/1c11 c/c1_,. Jo/111 E. CrJok, Eclii·i11 CoJJ/JOC, Sl1ieldl\. G1·ee11 

c111cl Jo/111 C,O/Jl lc111ll li1e 1'"e l1c111gell 011 D ec·e,nber 16th c1nd 

-
-

\ -- \ -

Ir. 1.. adl r" ,,a on ,,,ith .John Bro,\'O . eated on cc>ffin 
pro . ..,,~ din) toe. ·ecution ite. 
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Aaron D. Stephens and Absalom Hayslepp (sic) were hanged 
on March 16, 1860. The night before Cook was hanged he 
tried to escape. He had gotten out of his cell on top of the 
jailyard wall when caught. 

Well, we didn't have to wait long at the jail before Sheriff 
Campbell brought Brown out. He climbed up in the wagon 
and took a seat on the casket; then surrounded by soldiers 
marching in a square around us, we started for the gallows.5 

A newspaper man for The Staunton Spectator filed this report: 

The following account of the last hours and execution of John 
Brown was dispatched from the ( sic) Charlestown by 
telegraph, on Friday afternoon the 2nd [ December, 1859 J. 
At the door of the jail an open wagon with a pine box, in 
which was a fine oak coffin, was waiting for him. He looked 
around and spoke to several persons whom he recognized, 
and walking down the steps, was assisted to enter the wagon, 
and he took his seat on the box containing his coffin along 
with Jailor Avis.6 

Years later the widow of Captain John H. Zittle would publish his 
''eye-witness'' account of the ''John Brown Invasion." Remarkably similar 
to the 1859 news account, Zittle affir1r1ed the presence of Sadler' s wagon: 

At the door of the jail, an open wagon, with a pine box, in 
which a fine oak coffin, was waiting for him. He looked 
around and spoke to several persons whom he recognized, 
and walking down the steps, was assisted to enter the wagon, 
and took his seat on the box, containing his coffin, along with 
Jailor Avis.7 

The site of the execution was just five blocks south of the Jefferson 
County Jail in a field owned by Mrs. Rebecca Hunter. Waiting for the 

5 J. Hampton Baumgartner, ''Fifty Years After John Brown, 'Book of the Royal Blue, Vol. 
XIII, No. 3, Baltimore, Maryland, December 1909, 8-9. 

6 The Stai,nton Spectator, December 6, 1859. 
7 John H. Zittle, A Correct History of the John Brown Invasion at Harper's Ferry, West Va., 

Oct . 17, 1859. Mail Publishing Company, Hagerstown, MD, 1905, 141. 
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,trri \1,11 of the pri 011 r were hundred of militia and a number of tate and 
loca1 1~fic1al~. mong tl1e crowd was n w paper man David Hunter 

trother. Denied acce to the ite a~ a member of the pre trother u ed 
his fa,nilial r Iation to omn1on ea1th Attorney Andrew Hunter to ecure 
a pot near the gal lo . trother rote the e word : 

. t el '.1 \'e11 o'clock es·ccJrted by a strong c·olitmn of oldiers the 
P1·i .. \·011e1· enre,·ed t/1e field. He wa seated i,i a furniture 
,1,c1ggo11 (.\~i ·) 011 l1i coffi11 ¾'ith hi arms tied down above the 
elboii·\, /e(l\ i11g 1/1e forec1r111 free. The driver with two others 
rJ(' ltJJied tl1e J,·0111 l~eat 11}/1,i/e the jailer sat in the after part of 
tl1e ii c1x(111. 8 

~ Loui P. tarr indi ated, Mr. adler' little wagon repeated the 
trip ' OUth oft wn on two more occa ion . Eventually all even urvivor 
of th attack 011 Ha19Per~ erry were carried to the gallow in the back of 
that '>.' ae n: 

T/1e p,·i~ 011e1· • I OJJelc,11d c111d Green] were onveyed fron1 the 
jc,il t<J tl1e gallo\\ '. i,1 c1fi,,,,nitL,1·e ),tagon, d,~iv'en b)' Mr. Sadler, 

11de,--1ake1·, a ·co111pa,1ied b} Mr. tarr)1, his as~' istant. In 
t/1 \t·c1go11 \Vil /1 the pr·iso11ers r1 1ere the lzer~ff Mr. Camp­
/Jt!l I, ll/JI. \ i .\, _jailo,4

, a11d D,,._ J. J. H. t1·aith; the Re\'' .s· M,·. 
101·1}1. \~'c111gl1 c111d Leac/1 follo,1'ed behi11d the ivago,z on 

Foot . 
. \· .. ,,0011 c1 t /1e_\ [ O/Je la11d a11d Gree 11 J l4'e re taken clo¾'n 

[j,·0111 tl1l' gc1lloi1 '.. J tl1e l1e1·ijf a11d Jailer 1#etur11ed to t/1e Jail, 
i11 1l1e ·c,,11£ 11 c1e,<J11 .Jo,· Cook c111d Coppoc .9 

corg . ,1dl r ontinued hi furniture and undertaking bu~1ne 
t111til l1i de,1th ir1 l 76. 1° Follo~1ing him in the bu ine,. were ,on John 

e\i.1to11 . <tdler and e nard . adler. Both adler men had erved in the 

1:-r r11 a rnrtI1t1s rir)t ,,,ritten b)' Da, 1d I Iunter trolher \\1ho U\ed the nom de plume Porte 
~ l)'0/1. 

9 The l:xccution o ok, oppo •. opela11d ar1d Grce11 - Chclrl~ to,,,n Dec 16th. I 59 :· 
B, 1allat1er ~' 'o., irginia F rce Pre : . harle tc,,,,n. Jeff er on C<Ju11t)' . Virgini,1. \ ' ol 52 

tl. _ 1"ht1r, da)' Jomi11g Dece,nber 2 .... 1 59. i. 
,,l 13 elinc l1 ~1pt r. D R. T o ,11/J t <J11e /11 c 1·ip1io 11 .. t Jeffi ,·so,1 Co1111t)·. i\1esr \111 ~111ic1. 

\\' rad ,,, 11h Pub1i hing on1pan)' 1arct.:linc 1o. J 9 1. 74. 
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Confederate army, John Newton as a member of Company G, 2nd 
Virginia Infantry Regiment and Leonard L. first as a member of 
Company A, 2nd Virginia Infantry Regiment, 11 then as a member of 
Company B, 12th Virginia Cavalry Regiment. 12 They continued in their 
father's business until their deaths near the end of the nineteenth century. 
Just before 1900, Melvin T. Strider and Horace Osbourn purchased the 
business. 

Following the acquisition of the Sadler business by Strider and 
Osbourn, the wagon became popularly referred to a the ''John Brown 
Wagon." There was a great deal of interest both locally and nationally in 
acquiring relics that had some connection with John Brown. For example, 
on November 29th, 1859, John Brown had given local confectioner John 
Frederick Blessing his personal Bible ''with the best wishes of the 
undersigned & his sincere thanks ; for many acts of kindness received." 1 3 

In 1893 Blessing's wife, Mrs. Emily Jane Blessing, sold the Bible to a 
collector from Chicago for $200. 14 

However, of all the John Brown relics, the John Brown Wagon is both 
the most significant and the most desirable. So, just how did the wagon 
find its way to the Jefferson County Museum? 

In May of 1935, Mr. D. W. Ramey recounted the history of ownership 
of the wagon in a sworn affidavit. Mr. Ramey was a partner with Mr. 
Melvin T. Strider in the furniture and undertaking business that Strider 
and his then partner Horace Osbourn had purchased from the Sadler 
brothers. According to Mr. Ramey the ownership of the wagon was as 
follows: 

• Before their business was purchased by Melvin T. Strider 
and Horace Osbourn, the Sadler brothers sold the John 
Brown Wagon to Mr. Tom Knight. 

• After acquiring the business from the Sadlers, Melvin T. 
Strider and Horace Osbourn re-acquired the wagon from 
Knight; at a later date D. W. Ramey purchased Osbourn's 

1 1 Frye, Dennis E. 2nd Vi,·ginia Infantry. H. E. Howard, Inc., Lynchburg Virginia, 1984, 
128. 

12 Frye, Denni E. 12th Virginia Caval1J1• H. E. Howard, Inc., Lynchburg, Virginia, 1988, 
165. 

13 This inscription was written by John Brown on the fly-leaf of hi Bible. 
14 From an affidavit signed by Mrs. Blessing in 1893 declaring the authenticity of the Bible 

and acknowledging receipt of the money. 
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Th ,John Bro,,,n Wagon in the 1959 entennial Parade. 

i 11 t ere t i n the bu in e hich then became trider and 
R'"1m . 

• trider and Rame1 old th wagon to M. H. andbower. 
• 11 ,tay ... I 19 el in T. trider and Frank L. Ronemus 

pt11· l1 --1'" ed tl1e wag n fr m M. H. a11dbower and D. W. . 
Ra 111 ) ' \ ho "' \ ore '· t /1 at it i • the c1 n-1 e i1 ago 11 (ex c .. e pt 

1·e1Jr1i1· "') '" old to tl1e ~<;c1id M. H. a11dbo1,,i'e1· ;ea, .... ~ cigo." 

ftcr trider and Ro11 1nu acquir d th J l1n Br wn Wagon there wa 
at l a t 011 riou atten1pt to purcha th wagon and take it awa fr m 

l1arlt: T ,,,11. In 1949, aul . ngle Director of th hicago Hi .. tori cal 
o i ~t)' , 11ta ' l d ajor . T. PctT)' inquiring about the ago11 . In hi 

1 t r n I aid 

• • • 
I llC/ li 11·_\ l '; 0 

, el1i I Jo,· 1/1 

c Cl.. i o, 1 e d IJ \ 1 I l :, JJ o L\'..\' i bi Ii t 
I 1 i {l tJ Hi.,\ 1 o 1 • i a I o c i et • . 

of acqt1i1·i11g thi~~ 
We c,l,,. ad) /1{111e 



118 The Magazine of the 

considerable material relating to John Brown's Life .15 

Major Perry, who was then the postmaster of Charles Town, passed 
I 

the letter to one of his employees, Frank L. Ronemu , who was a postal 
clerk. Ronemus sent this reply to Angle: 

For your personal information I might say that the wagon is 
in good shape with one exception, the floor . All claims as to 
the genuineness of the wagon can be authenticated. The 
wagon was drawn by two horses, carried John Brown to his 
execution and his body to the B. & 0. RR station here for 
shipment to New York State where he was interred. 16 

Ronemus politely declined the offer to sell the wagon and it remained in 
Jefferson County. 

As the centennial of John Brown's Raid approached, Ronemus began 

making plans to put the John Brown Wagon on display. Because of this, 

he became interested in compiling a correct history of the John Brown 

Wagon. Major Perry suggested that Ronemus contact Mr. Boyd Stutler 

who at the time was president of the West Virginia Historical Society. 
Perry knew that Stutler was an avid collector of memorabilia associated 

with John Brown and that he had conducted research dealing with the 

raid. Ronemus contacted Stutler requesting that he: 

... furnish me the names of the persons who rode with him 

[John Brown] both to and from the execution. I am under the 

impression that a Mr. Avis and a Mr. Campbell both 

accompanied him. The wagon was drawn by two white 

horses. We hope to take this wagon to the spot of execution 

during the next few months for photographs and should the 

picture appear in the papers, I am sure many questions will 

be asked. 17 

15 Paul M. Angle, Letter to Major Thornton T . Perry, Jr. June 8 1949. 
16 Frank L. Ronemus, Letter to Paul Angle. June 15, 1949. 
1 7 Frank L. Ronemus, Letter to Boyd Stutler. April 3, 1955. 
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• 

h "adler '\'agon . 1900 near 3rd venue Ran on looking outhwe t. 
he l>uilding in th background i the Goetz Harne Factory. 

119 

• 

-... 

tut) r 1~ pl to Ronemu~ focu d on the u of the wagon on 
De c.:;rnb r 2nd. 1 59 the da)' of John Brown' execution. He had thi to 

a_ ftbout th \vagon and it oc upant : 

e<J1·{.~ ;, \\1. c1llle1·, {l"~ \Ott k 11rJ\i, ~t'a.s· the u11de,·t(1ke1· ·elec·ted 
/;_, tl1e a 111/10,·itie l<J pI·e1Ja ,·e tl1e c~off111. 0,1 tlze rno,·11 i,zg of 
'.re tttio11 tlze Ii ~/11 .. JJ1·i11g ,vc1go11 it·a~· Lt .. ,:;ecl to deli\·e, .. the 

<Jffi11 trJ 1/1 ' _jc1il c,11d it 111c1_) be - 1/1oi1g/1 /J1·oof' i5· lacki11g - tl1c1t 

JJ1·io1· c11·1·{111 )e111e111 l1c1cl be ?Jl 111acle lt it/1 M,·. c1clle1· to tc1ke tJ1e 

JJt·i .. ~0I1 ,. tcJ 1J1e ,a/lo,\ . 1\ 1 aI1) ,·are, t/1e i,·c1grJ11 d,-e,\ ltp i,1 

}1·0111 of 1/1 jciil ivit/1 1J1e /;lack ii1c1/11z-11 c·tJfj111 e11c: losed i,1 c, /Ji11e 

/Jo.r i11 1/1e /Ja k. 

\\1/1 11 1/1e p,·i 0 11 ,. \1 c, .. b1·<Jlr1 ., /11 (JL,t of 1l1e jail l1e l1 a, ci.s si\,ted 
to t/1e ,, a 10 11 , tc1ki11 Iii~ ... eci t 011 1/1e h<J --ed C<Jffi11. a1Jtc1i11 

Jo/111 1\ \ i ... .:; 1/1 jail<J1· 100k a :>(Jt ,i i1/1 l1i111. T/1,·ee 111e11 ,·ocle tl1e 
. .. i,1 1 / .. (JI i11 J,·0111. t/1 . , ,, ,·e ce1·tc1i11l) GecJ, .. )e "'' · a ell ~,· c111d 
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Louis P. Starry. The third man in the seat - fifth man on the 
wagon - was not definitely named by reporters present, but 
who was W. W. B. Gallaher, a local man who had obtained a 
place on the staff of the New York Herald and who had been 
sent back to Charles Town by his paper to cover the raid, 
trial and execution. 18 

Stutler's opinion regarding the occupants of the wagon as it left the 
Jefferson County Jail appear to be the most conclusive and consistent 
with the contemporary newspaper accounts. However, the unnamed third 
person seated up front has opened the door to speculation. Consequently, 
depending upon the account, one can almost fill in the blank with the 
names of numerous men who ''drove John Brown to the gallows." As is 
often the case with personal accounts, why let the truth get in the way of a 
good story? 

In any event, Frank Ronemus tried to get a correct account of the 
wagon's history. After completing his research, he prepared the following 
synopsis which was released to the media and which was posted near by 
each time that the John Brown Wagon was on display: 

THE JOHN BROWN WAGON. 

ON DECEMBER 2, 1859, JOHN BROWN WAS 
TRANSPORTED IN THIS WAGON FROM THE JAIL IN 
CHARLESTOWN TO THE GALLOWS AND HIS BODY 
BACK TO THE JAIL AND LATER THE SAME DAY TO THE 
BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD STATION FOR 
SHIPMENT TO NEW YORK. 

THIS WAGON AT THE TIME WAS THE PROPERTY OF 
MR. GEORGE W. SADLER, THE UNDERTAKER 
SELECTED TO PREPARE THE COFFIN AND TAKE 
PROPER CARE OF THE BODY. THE WAGON WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY SOLD TO THE FIRM OF STRIDER AND 
RAMEY, SUCCESSORS TO MR. SADLER. 

THE WAGON WAS DRAWN UP TO THE JAIL WITH 
THE BLACK WALNUT COFFIN ENCLOSED IN A PINE 

18 Boyd B. Stutler, Letter to Frank Ronemus. August 26, 1959. 



J e f ~ • r n o t111 t ) ' 11 i l r i ca I . CJ i ct y 

BO /1 THE B1\ K. THE PR! 0 ER (JOH BROW ) WAS 
BRO GH7 OUT OF THE JAIL A D ASS/ TED TO THE 
\1\11\G01 11-\KI G HIS E 7 .. 0 THE BOXED COFFIN. 

11P7,1\/1\1 JOH. A I , THE JAILOR, TOOK A SEAT 
BE, ll l: HJ 1. THREE ME RODE THE SINGLE SEAT IN 
f:1RQ 7,. THEY M1ERE: GEORGE W. SADLER, 

1l ER11\KER: HI AS I TANT, LOUIS P. STARRY, THE 
I !?I ER D MAKER OF THE COFFIN AND W. W. B. 
G1\J_L If El?. LOCAL MAN EMPLOYED BY THE NEW 
YORK HER1\LD TO OVER THE RAID TRIAL, AND 
E E UT/0 . ,HER/FF JAME W. CAMPBELL AND TWO 
1El I l.J OFFICERS RODE IN A CARRIAGE 

I 11 1/JI J;.\1'EL}~ BEHi D THE WAGON WITH A MILITARY 
, ("ORT l·-,L1\ Kl G THE iVAGON AND THE CARRIAGE. 

Tl-IE i GO \;VA DRA lV BY TWO HORSES, THE 
PROPERTY Of~ THE~ U DER1AKER, MR. ADLER. 

1ELVJ T. STRIDER. 
FRA KL. RO EMU , OWNER 

,H RLE Toiv , ~VEST VA. 19 
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In p1·il 195 - . the Old Charle~ Town Librar ~ Inc. wa for1ned to 
, 1 quire, builcl c:111d O J) 1·atc a civic center, office~ for the Ch,1mber of 

c1111111 e r('e . ,t libr,1r , 111d a 111t1 cu1n for the community. l11 June 1961 
. i~s El 1e B. lur1Jh)' purcha ed land and a building adjacent to the 
l1clrle T 0 \\111 l.,J ibr,tr)' for the location of the cultural center. In 1963 plan~ 

f ) 1· tl1e t1ltt1r~1l ~ ~11ter 'A1ere ,111nou11ced to the public launching a fund 
rai i11 1? a r11p,1i£11 to build th t",1cilit)1 . Dedication of the new building wa. 
}1 Id l 11 epte 111ber 19th 'I 1965. 

11 1\ t1 2 tI"-l _ 1 t. 1965 tl1e tor of the John Brow11 Wagon ca1ne to the 
11 d f t h ~ 1· o ,1 d . I 11 ~1 l t t er \\' r i t ten b B o )' d B . t u t I er t o Fr ~1 n k L . 

R o 11e 111LJ ,.. 11 u e t1 t _6th, 19 9 ~ tutl r ",1id ~ ''T/1e (J /{/ lt c1g f , 11 i1 ill 111c1ke ll 

fi 11 e.>:/1i/J it c111 l l I l1 0 1Je 0 11 JJl£i l·e ir c>11 \ i e il .. .' Th(1t 1~ ex,1ctl11 what 
happ 11 d. 

\Vl1 r1 th J .t f ~r < n ounl)' u~ urn opened on the grou11d floor of the 
11 · \ ' i \ 1i nt~r .. 1le er' trid rand Ror1 n,u ~ on\' yed '· c1 c·e1·tc1i11 

c11·1i I c 1· J i c· o..f /J ,. "0 11<1l /J1·01Je 1·1. , /;e i11 , tl1e ,1,a rJ11 lt)l1i /1 J o /111 B1-o l-1111 

1 1=ra11k l_. R o r1cr11t1 . 1\ hi l l I) of the Jol1n Br \ \ ' Il \\1agon . 
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was carried from the Jefferson County, Virginia,jail to the gallows where 
he was hanged'' 20 to the care of the museum to ensure that future 
generations would be able to see this important relic. 

The John Brown Wagon in the Jefferson County Museum in 1965. 

If you would like to see the wagon and many other relics that are 
associated with not only the story of John Brown, but also with the rich 
history of Jefferson County, visit the Jefferson County Museum. 

P. Douglas Perks, a Native of Jefferson County, is Assistant Curator 
Jefferson County Museum. He is a frequent speaker on Jefferson County 
History, the author of ''Mr. Jefferson's County'' in The Guardian, and a 
contributing author to The Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical 
Society. 

2 ° Frank L . Ronemus and estate of Melvin T. Strider, Dec'd. Certificate of transfer of 
property. August 3 I st, 1965. 
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Summer Picnic 

It wa a beautiful da at th annual picnic weather-wi e and deviled 
gg- i e. There were between 150 and 200 member and gue t in the 
ard of the 11 tadt Hou~ a11d Ordinary (ta em). In 1811 Jacob All tadt 

bought a t r and a half hou which ha been expanded to it pre ent 
co11figur,1ti (111 . The hou e wa a ho tage-taking topping point for the John 
B1·0 n raider i11 I 59. 011e f the highlight of the hou, e i the repaired 
d(JOr that a battered down to get to the All tadt family. 

Th pre cnt own r. , Jim and Barb Gib. on, both officer on the 
h1 torical ~o iet board, have re "' tored the building and they have done a 
b autifu] job. Ji111 rn<.)unt d picture in and out ide to how the before­
and-at·ter during re\toration of the building . 

Tha11k. t() Bets 11 for organizing the pi nic, the Magnolia Tree for 
at ring it and for· all tl1 great di he, brought b the member 

II tadt Hou e 
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Allstadt Ordinary (Tavern) 

Members and guests, Allstadt House in the background. 


