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Burials in Jefferson County, West Virginia, 1978-97; Supplemental to 
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The West Virginia Encyclopedia $45 
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Life in the Goldfish Bowl: 
Happy Retreat 1945 to 1954 

by Tom Fairbairn 

Editor's note: Happy Retreat was the home of George Washington's 
brother Charles (1738-1799), the founder of Charles Town. The original 
dwelling was two b,4 ick wings connected by a breezeway. The out­
bitildings liave evolved over the entire life of the house. Judge Isaac 
Doi1glas purchased the house in 1837. He bitilt the center portion, made 
othe,· modifications and renamed it Mordington, although it is still 
ge,ierally known as Happy Retreat. There have been many owners and 
n1any renovations over the years. 

How we came to live at Happy Retreat is a story in itself. 

My dad, Ed (Scottie) Fairbairn, worked for Mr. Raymond J. 
Funkhouser (RJ) from 1942 until dad died in 1945. He was advertising 
manager for the O'Sullivan Rubber Company during most of that time. 
He tried to enlist several time , but was 4-F because of his bad kidneys, 
which ultimately killed him. My uncle, David McMillan, also worked for 
Mr. Funkhouser, at Victor Products Corporation in Ranson. Both he and 
Aunt Florence McMillan were associated in one way or another with 
several of Mr. Funkhouser' enterprises over the years. 

After my dad died, Mr. Funkhouser arranged for our family to become 
live-in caretakers at Happy Retreat, initially during the time he was 
having it restored and later to keep up the gardens, hn1bbery, and the 
hou e itself. It also involved having the hou e open upon demand for 
anyone who wanted to go through it, and provide historical inforination 
relating to the house it elf and to the Wa hington family. Carloads and 
busloads of visitors began arriving almost before the restoration began, 
and lasted throughout our stay there. The house was also available by 
prior arrangement for weddings, formal partie , and other activitie ; 
several weddings were held there. 

After a couple of years, my mother parents, Trenor and Gertrude 
Judd, joined us with Mr. Funkhouser ' kind permis ion. During and 
following the renovations we continued to live there until Mr. 
Funkhou er pa sed away, and in 1954 we moved to other locations. 
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\ 1ie,\' takc11 <)f. the nortl1 ele,1atio11 from about halt-,,,a}' to . 1ordington ,,enuc. 
"I l1i .. later hccLln1e a 1ra ,. . ' la,,,n. "n1all plot ,va arranged to the northea ·t of 
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• and 1ildrcd \Va .. hington. 

,1 pla ·e fcJ1· ) 'OU11g ~t1i]cJ1·e11. H<lPP)' Retreat \ a incredib]e. There 
\\'ere bt1ilcli11~ ... toe ·1Jlo1·e. 14 ~1 ·re, to i11,c t1g,1te. E,1 itt" .: Rt111 jt1\t "' outl1 

of tl1 pi· ( er·t)' to tl1r( \\' ' tick\ i11to. ,111ci o C)11. l1en we fir ._ t rnt)vcd 

tt1er .. a .. 111all r·1111 l1,1 'k1e 111ilk hott~\! :tOtlJ ,, t1·ai!!ht l.. ot1th of tl1e 1nai11 

11 LI .. c f1~1·<l ~ ... tl1e dri,1e,,1c.l)' . Tl1ere \\1c:1 ,l th1· e- "' t~1ll co,1cl1 hoL1 e \1lith ,1 

ta 'kl - r 0111 ,1tt,1,.:hed to tl1e t)lltl1\,1t tot· tl1\! v.1e t \\1i11Q .. agai11 ,1c1·0..,.') tl1e 
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l1a,, b 11 ,1 l,1,, ~ Jliar·t .. ... dirt·ctl)' ,1 t C>1 .. the e~l')t \\1i11g and 11orthe~1,t c)t' 

tl1:. 1110k l1c)t1 '-J c. l1e l,1,1 qL1,1rters ,\,ere t< l1a\1e beer11·e110,1,1ted. but tl1e 

b ti i l di 11 Q 11 (1 p, c I 11 c i [1 ) ' b ff) r it , o u Id be l1 ore d u l) <:111 d 
t rt: 11 g t l1 11 e I . 1 l1 a t .. t c r1 e \ , , ,l LI l t i 111 a t e I )' LJ L I f o r o t )1 c r p u r JJ o ... e ,l t 
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The former slave/servant quarters that was to the east of the main house and 
northeast of the kitchen. It shows the east and south walls, with workmen 
scrambling to try to stabilize the structure. 

When we fir t moved to Happy Retreat, the renovations had not yet 
begun. There wa one bathroom that the previous owner Matthia 
Conklyn, had in tailed, much of the hou e had no electrical connections 
the plumbing and kitchen were archaic and there were miles of gas pipes 
running through the house for the lighting fixture that were in several of 
the rooms . Much of the exterior woodwork wa in bad condition; 
window were broken or falling out of rotted frame , and there were roof 
leak where the slate had shatter·ed or become dislodged. The eptic 
y tern was almost non-existent. The radiators and boiler we1·e beyond 

hope, although they did work. 
Mr. Leonard Propps wa I believe, the general contractor and tarted 

to work on the con truction, and Mr. J. Edward Magaha on the electrical. 
Neither had much experience, really, with re toration of old homes to 
maintain their old appearance; they were used to the idea that a house 
hould be '~moderni zed. ' Thi led to a con iderable amount of 
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c\'e1·tl1elc,"-, ,1 ti111e \\.' e11t on .. H ,lJ)IJ) Ret1·eat looked better ,111d better, 

·111cl c\ l:IltL1,1IJ)1 }1,1 l tl1c s,1,l1c~ ,tnd cloor~ ftll \ealed v.1ith Vveathe1· \tripping .. 
cr,1ck c,1l1lk.Lci .. c.111d h1·ick\\101·k 1·e-poi11ted. 

Tl1 <)1·igi11,1l idc,1 ,~.1,14 to replace tl1e slc.tte roof \.v ith \late .. but the co~t 

for· ,t ht)tt th,1t "-lLe tt11·11ecl ot1 t to be ,1\tror10111ic,1l .. a n d tin was ~ub~tituted. 
Dl11·ir1i tl1e te,1r·-ot~,~ JJrocc\\" the \\ 01·ker~ got h·1 ed off the root" by \ w,1r1n~ 

r· ·111g1·)1 l1t)IlC)1bet="- .. ,111d ,111 ,1pi,11·i t wa called i11 to t,1ke care ot .. the 
sitt1,tticl11. e,,er,11 l1ur1dred p()und of l1oney were recove1·ed'I and M1·. 
1-= LI 11 k l1 o ti , c r 111 ad e ~ ti r c t h at e \ e r yo n i n, o l v e d be 11 e f i t e d fro m t h e 
d1 ~o,'ef)' .. e gt1tte1\ ,111d ~pouting \\1ere in. t,1llecl, and the lightni11g rod 
1·ei11 talle I af·te1· the erour1ding a inspected and fou nd to be oka . 

P,1tios \\' re cor1\tructed at both end~ opening off the ~ide of~ the wing~'I 
,111cl ,1 b,1ck p(>1·ch ,111d ~tep\ off the back of the we t wing kitchen. 111 that 
kitcl1 11. \Ve d1"'co,1ered tl1,1t an ~~1ndia11 clo .. et·· till e i . ted. This wa .. put in 
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'1I1c \ 'C .... l elt11, ',llion <>f ll1t11 kit ~11~ n1,,k h<)U .. c .. tructtire. The door,,'a\'. to the .. 
t '''<> part ... \'er ci at difl'c r ~nt I \,, I., .. 'l'hi: allc>,, ed ,,,ood to h :a .. pread 0 11 the floor 
c> l' tl1<.' n1c>k ,J1c,u .. , and ,. t t<• ,·n1 <)ldcr to pr er,, the m at . \Vhcn ,,,e mo,1ed 
t l1 • r ~ ._ l h e r ' , , r .. t i 11 ~l . 11 c fr<) n1 t 11 e , 'o < d 'o \' e r i n g t h e d i rt fl o o r . "f h e 
cl1c}ollt f> U c t"an l>e "cc11 t<> tl1e right and th " ~:la,'c quarter · in th r ar. 



20 The Magazine of the 

so that dwellers in the wings could go to the upper floor and pull up the 
ladder so intruders could not locate them. The entire arrangement was 
carefully preserved. Later, regular steps were installed to the upper floors 
of both wings. 

After the main house was completed work went on to restore the 
smokehouse and kitchen. The small octagonal schoolhouse (see page 21) 
was located just south of the kitchen/smokehouse building. Because there 
was no information as to its proper location, it was completely 
refurbished and then moved to a position south of the main house and 
directly we t of where it had been. This put it with its door facing the 
main house and along the edge of the driveway. After Mr. Funkhouser's 
death, the new owners of Happy Retreat moved it back to the present 
location outh of the kitchen building. The milk house was tom down as 
it was not one of the appropriate buildings and was very ramshackle. 

Once the work was basically complete on the house, the McMillans 
occupied bedrooms in the main ection, the Fairbairn family in the east 
wing, and the Judds in the west wing. The entire main floor was open to 
the public at all time , and was furnished and equipped mostly with 
antiques that had been restored by dad (prior to his death), mom and the 
McMillans. All heat and hot water were supplied from the main section 
of the house. 

People coming through understood that the furnishings were not 
period-appropriate, since this was our family's living area. However, they 
were ce1·tainly largely from an age that wa long past. Some of our 
furnishings turned out to be antiques that were a century or more old, 
even when we acquired them. Mother and the McMillans were inveterate 
auction shoppers, ''junk'' and ''antique'' store habituees, and kept their 
eyes out for bargains at private sales. My wife and I still have a few of 
those lovely old furnishings that were in the east wing. 

Each wing had its own telephone on the main floor. This was back in 
the manual central office days and the Central Telephone Company 
operator would ask for ''Number, please?'' when we picked up the phone 
to make a call. Both were on the same line, but had separate rings: 3131 
and 313W (those suffixes changed over time). We had moved away from 
Charle Town long before it went to dial central. 

Grandfather Judd was an inventive genius, and very alert to what 
would catch and hold a kid's attention. To the ea t of the east wing was a 
downhill slope that ran to a relatively flat field. In that field, he built us a 
two- tory tree hou e with benches and folding picnic table on the upper 
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l1i . .- i the octagonal choolhou e b fore it ,va re tored and moved to the 
~ outl1 a~ t part ot· the dri,,e,,'a . The hed building in the background had been 
r 01,J\'e d b~, tl1c time \\'C n10,1ed to Happ)' Retreat. 

tlo r_ \vith ·1 dt1111b\.\1aiter to carr picnic up and down: a roll r-cc)aster 
t 1le tr~tck \~.1 itl1 ,1 "' 111,111 four-\\1he I c,1rt to ride: and a u pended .. winging 

b,tr tl1,1t \\' .. ot1 Id hang on 'lnd rol 1 dO\.\'n a vlire. Grandfather \\'OU Id never 
c1llo\l/ LI ~~ to rid, ,111 , of the ~e thing, either \\1hen they were fir\t built or 

af't r re 11,1 i r u n le "' he 11,1d te ted tl1e1n out him e 1 f f"i r t everal tirne .. . I 

tl1i11k he gc)t a kick t)ut of riding tho e thir1g._ . I know he u ed to pend 
, 11 " id rable tirn up in the t1·ee hou e .. ~ itting and watching OtJt toward\ 

tt1c Blt1 Rid~e ount,1in to the a t . 
'"fl1,1t fi l l \\' fl~ bit- e11ough tl1at \1le could al ' O play ga111e of ba eball, 

foe tb,111. tag, 1~ \\1 hatt: ,r: catch fireflic : enjO)' large picnics itl1 
r lati\'t: a11d fri nd ~ --1nd o on. II the la\\'n \\1er n10\\1ed periodically 
b , 11t elf 1lr .. u11kh u t: r.. re\\'L , u 1ng a Jeep and --1 three-gang rno\\1er. 

hat lid ) a,, c m 1· ,ind 111 '1ller ar J \\1here \1le trin1mcd out \\1ith a 
111all ret 1-t)'P pO\V r 111c>, 1·. r\ bit leL" thar1 half of tl1e 14 acre'- \\'a .. in 

lc.1\\111 , thc;r , 'a , lot f br,1 tot nd. 
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Chri tmases were a joy. Family would travel in from all over, and we 
would have upwards of 15 visitors during the holiday. A huge, ceiling­
high Christmas tree went up in the east ballroom in the comer close t the 
piano. We scrambled to make foil-paper cornucopias filled with candy and 
homemade cookies, hand-decorated cookie on hanging threads, and yam 
angels that were all for small gifts to visiting townspeople and relatives 
during the holiday . We had home-made paper chains, trung popcorn 
(which later went out to feed the bird ), and dozens of gla s ornaments, 
plus boxes of the old ilvery tinsel. Little did we understand what the 
implications were of the lead used in some of those ornaments and tinsel. 
In the wings, the Judds and Fairbairns each had small trees similarly 
decorated. All present were under the big tree, and family present 
opening were a joy to behold. Grandmother abhorred the use of Scotch 
tape for wrapping presents, and carefully folded up each wrapping o that 
it could be reu ed in following years. She did the same with the ribbons. 
Tags were gene1·ally cut from Chri tmas cards received the previous year. 
We did u e '' lickum-stickum'' letters and sticker as decoration on the 
packages, but these generally came off with little urging to avoid 
damaging the wrapping paper. The ladies would cooperate to put together 
the massive meals groups of that size required and other family members 
contributed to the cost of the food. It was our time each year for all the 
cousins to see each other and the brothers and isters to have a chance to 
exchange family news and views. We sometimes even had parents-in-law 
as part of our family g1·oup. That was always fun. 

There is so much more to talk about from those years, but perhaps 
that is something to do another time. Those were wonderful years, 
something I have remembered with fondnes all my life, and would not 
trade for diamonds. 

Ton1 Fairbair11 was born in Cairo, Illi11ois in 1938 and lived Jo,,. a short 
ti111 e in Wincheste,- before con1ing to Charles Tow11. Followi11g high 
school, he spent tliree )'ears in the Army, and t/1en moved to subi,rban 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, wliere he and his wife Na11cy have re~,;;ided 
other tha,1 Jo,,. a short time in the Wasliington, DC a,,.ea. To,11 is retired 
from Control Data Corporation (now Ceridian) and tlie University of 
Minnes~ota. Tom enjoys ,,.eti,rning to Cl1arles Town for class reunions 
and to i'isit tvit/1 friends. He and Nancy have three children a11d seve11, 
grandchildr·en. 
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Revolution , on March 18, 1788, Darke was one of two delegates selected 
by the Berkeley County Court to attend the Virginia Constitutional 
Convention. 1 When the convention convened in Richmond, Colonel 
Darke cat one of the 89 'yea'' votes on June 25, 1788, as Virginia 
became the tenth state to ratify the Constitution of the United States. In 
1790 Colonel Darke made an unsuccessful bid to serve in Congres . 
In tead he was chosen to represent Berkeley County in the Virginia 
General A sembly .2 At this stage of life the old soldier must have 
certainly assumed that his service to country was complete, and that he 
could look forward to spending hi remaining years at home along the Elk 
Branch. 

Among the many challenges faced by President George Washington 
during his first term in office was the state of affairs in the Northwest 
Territory. The Northwest Ordinance, adopted by Congre on July 13th, 
1787, called for the for1nation '' in the said te,,.ritory not less than three 
no,,. more than fi ve States '' and established a system of government.3 The 
conundrum was that this territory, defined by ''the Mississippi, the Ohio, 
arid the Wabash Rivers; a direct line drawn from the Wabash and Post 
Vincents (s ic) , due north, to the territorial line between the United States 
and Canada; ... and the state of Pennsylvania '' 4 '' constituted either a 
market or a threat or both. '' 5 

Due to Spain's control of the Missi ippi River and the port of New 
Orleans , Britain's control and occupation of Canada and because France 
was in the midst of revolution both at home and in Santo Domingo, 
Washington was acutely aware of U. S. vulnerability in the trans-Ohio 
region. Intelligence indicated that the British were encouraging Indian 
attacks in that region. As in the past, European wars had the potential of 
finding their way to North America .6 

Fo11r1ulating foreign policy with regards to Britain, Spain, and France 
was complicated. Washington was consciou of the serious impact that a 
war among the European power would have on the U. S. economy. 

t Adam Stephen was the other Berkeley County delegate . 
2 Bushong ~ Millard Kes ler . Historic Jefferson County. Carr Publishing Company Inc. , 

1972. pp . 43 1-414. 
3 The National Archives Ho,ne Page . Historical Documents Celebrating the 200th Anni­

versary of Ohio Statehood . 21 July 2008 . <http://www .archives.gov > 
4 Ibid . 
5 Freeman, Douglas Southall . Washi11gton. Collier Books, Macmillan Publishing Company , 

1992.p. 598. 
6 Freeman . p. 598 . 
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/;e111 eeI1 L'<J11_fl ic·/ .s \\ it/1 ./<J1·e;g,1 i11te 1·e .. \·t Lc\ .. i,1 A111e1·ic·c1 c111cl A111e1·ic·c111 

i11/(11fe1·e11ce i11 l : 1,1·01J<:J : IJf1lc111c·ecl /JOiie_, l1c1cl tcJ /;e JJL11·~·i1ed 0c\eJJc11·c1tel_,. c111cl 

JJ(1tie111I.) 1\·i1l1 ec1l·l1 <~/~1/1e 1/1,·ee JJrJi11(;1•.s· . •• 7 

\V ,ts l1 i 11 g t (J r1 s JJO I 1 c )' 1·e g ,11·d i 11 g 1·c I at ion':> \.vi th Indian~ \A- a~ not a 
co111pli '[l tccl. 1-lis pl,t11 c,1l led for '' jr;1·111ctl t1·e<1tie.s 1/1at (1c·k11rJii ' leclt.~ed t/1e 

11c11i, ,e.~ • te1·1·i1<J1·ic1/ 1·it~l1tL') c111d c1.\ .\t11·etl A111e1·i<·a,1 1·ec--(>(.r;11iti(J11 of· t/1e111, c111cl 

J11tlic111.\, ,, /1,J c·/10.,·e ,, c11· i11 .. \'f(Jl1CI of /Jec1c e lt 'e1·e trJ /Je JJL111i.~l1ed ii1it/1 , ,ig<Jl" 

c111cl e, e,·ir.,. ,,x It ,~ tl1e l,1st JJie of that policy 'I ' ' •• • /11clic111.\ i1 ·/10 c/10 .. \·e 

\\ c11· i,1.\~1ec1c/ qf fJ(:c,c·e i\ £-'J.<J trJ /Je /Jt111i.\·l1eci i1itl1 , ·iJ?(JI~ c,11d .\ei:e,·it_\' '' tl1at 
\\1ill c l1~111gc tl1e reti1·e111e11t J)l,111 of olo11el Willian, Darke. 

111 tl1e sprir1g ,1r1d "t1111111er of 1790 th Mian1i Indi c1 11~ were ,1ttacking 
h(),t t. ()11 t l1e O 11 i o R 1 ,,eI· arid ~ctt) erne11t~ i 11 Ken tuc k1 . Fo 11 owing the 
1·ec~o111111e 11d,1tio 11 of· cc1·etar of ,11- Henr Kno . Wa l1ington ordered 

1· t 11 LI r ~ t . I ,1 i 1· . go \ e r 11 or o f.. the or t h "' e . t Terri tor . to c on d u c t a 
·,1111p,,ig11 c:1g,1i11 1.c t the l11d i<1n aimed ,tt ending the \1iolence. The campaign 

C()ll i~, tecJ ( f' ,1 n111all b()d)' of nited t,ltC\ 1·egular ,·upported b)' militia 
t1·< 011 B1·igc.1J1e 1· Ge11e1·al Jcl,iah H,1r1n,1r cc.1n11n,1nded thee pedition.9 

~r11e r1e\\' S f·r()111 the ortt1,\1c t rritot·) wa 11ot good. l11 October 1790 
I ,t1·111,1r ,1 11cl 111, ·1r111)' lcf't Fort ,1\hingto11 1 c) \\1ith appro imatel)' 300 
rc~tilar~ ,111d I. I ()0 111ilitiar11e11. fter initial ucce~~, the expedition ~,as 
111e t l ,, cl fo1· 'c < f I 11cii,111~ led b Little Tu11lc ,l11d 'A a d feated with the 

✓ 

los of 11ea1·1_ , _oo 111er1. B tile tir11e Pre~i<le11t Vv'a. hi11gto11 wa a~1a1·e of 
th~ ·~1 1111)ait? 11 ~ .. f<1il L11·e~ \1l i11tcr l1 ~1d .. e t in. 11 \V C[1mp,1ig11 wa .. planned 
f)J" }79). 1 I 

I 11 x,1 l11i11~1ti< 11. tl1t.: f,1ilur of H,1r111 ,1r· can1p,1igr1 wa\ due on one 
l1 ,1 11cl t l J) or tr,1i11ir1L t J tl1e ~1r11l)' a11d 011 tl1e othe1· to ,1 1~1ck of p1·opcr 
eqt1i1111e 11t . "fl1c ()l'l:"-l ler1t dire "tecl ~cc1·t:t ,1r· t)l <lf Kno , to i1npro\e the 
qt1,1lit\1 of ec1ui1)111c11t prt1,1ide l t cJ tl1e lfCl0 f)~ ·a.nd to 111ale .., urc tl1at it got to 

tl1 ~1 ,·111 , , \\ l1t!11 it \\' 't rlc:t le: I . P1· '"' ide11l 1 hi11gton turr1'-=d ht\ ,1tte11tio11 
~ ~ 

7 r=rt: c,11.:111 . J) . 9 . 
1: rcc111a11 . I . -9 . 

'-) 1=rcCfllflJl . 1>1 . : 4- - - . 

It) r= 11 \\'"1 t1i11eto11 \\3 I 11tcd 11cr1r 111c dcn1- I~•) i11 in11ali. Ot1io. 
1 1 r=ret 111,111 . ( . - . 
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to the men in the field. Washington knew that the appointment of veteran 
officers would improve the perfo1·1nance of the inexperienced regiments 
authorized by Congress. 

As our country's first chief executive, George Washington instinc­
tively under tood that his perfo11r1ance would set the standard for future 
president . The General was the right man to be The President. Relying 
on his experience from the American Revolution, Washington surrounded 
him elf with advisor who would complement his leadership tyle. He 
selected men who had divergent opinions about how best to govern this 
new country. But each of the men had one common characteristic - they 
were men that Washington knew, men that had been tested under the most 
evere conditions, and, mo t importantly, men that The President 

tru ted. 12 Using thi ame logic President Wa hington turned to his old 
friend from Berkeley County, William Darke. 

... ,. 

General Darke's home 

William Darke wa born in 1736 in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 
Sometime in the 1740s Darke's father Joseph moved the family outh 
following the ever-increasing tide of migration into the beautiful valley of 
the Shenandoah. The Darke family settled along Elk Branch in then 
Frederick County Virginia, near present-day Duffields. Like many men 

12 Freeman. p. 576. 
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\\' h o 111 tl 1 c t t1 e i r 11 o 111 i 11 t l1 e \' a 11 el' D ,1 1· k. c " f e 11 i 11 I o e w i t 11 t h e 
cot1 11t1·)1Side ,111ci tl1c Ji ft::, CJ11 . eqt1e11tl \J\.1 l1er1 ,:l di pute bet~een G1·eat 
Brit«1i11 tl11d F1·~t11ce 0\1c1· ov.111er~l1ip of ]a11d in the Ohio territory erupted 
i11tc < J)e11 co11tlict. Darke vv1a .. one of tl1e 1ne11 \\.1ho \Olu11teered tt) ~ er\e. 

D u r i 11 g t 11 e I~ re r1 c l1 cl 11 d I r1 d i ,1 n a r h e f o LI g 11 t a I on g \ i de George 
'A' ,1"l1i11gto11 ,ll tl1e dcfe,1t ot"' Br,1ddock' ~ ar111 , a11d in 175 bec,1me ,1 

C<)fJ)(lr,11 i 11 Rt1tl1e1·1·01·cl ·" Ra11ger .. . D,1rke els ,1rnong the fir t irgi11i,1n 
to ,in~ .. " c1· tl1e <..',tll f()f v0Ju11tce1--\ at the on\et of· the merican Re olution._ 
\\1~1 111,1de c,1ptc1i11 of' ,1 co1npany, and distingui hed him~clf at the Battle 
of'" e1·111antt)\\1 t1 i11 Octobe1·, I 777, where lie wa~ captured by the British 
a11d l1eld priso11cr until relc,1 ~ed in 1780. Following hi relea e hi<:; stay at 
t1c)r11c \ ~l\ b1--ie1·. l11 17 1 l1e helped rai~e ,11·egiment of men frorn Berkeley 
,1nct H,t111p:l1ire C()t1nt1e ,111d \ as on the field in October 1781 during the 

1eg 01· Y c)rkt0\\111 ,111d tl1e \t1r1·e11dcr of Cornw,1lli~ .13 

1~c)1· ,1 tl1ircl ti111e ill1an1 D,1rke wa .. a ked to take up arn1~ f'or l1i 
cou11tr)' . I 11 pril 1791 Pre\ide11t ashington w1·ote to Colonel Darke and 
,1sked l1i111 t() beein rccrL1itme11t of the irginia Battalion of the Fir~t 
R gi111~nl 01· l-J\:\ ie". rl.,l1e Fi1·st Regi111ent wa~ autl1orized by Congre ~ to 
fiLl1t ,111otl1e1· c(1111pai l!Jl i11 the orth\\1C t TerritOf)' . The colonelcy of· the 
rc<1 i111ent \\1as f .. ir ,t tlf-tered to Henr)' Lee\ ho declined. When Darke began 
l1i re ·rL1it111e11t, Josi,1s l-{~111 wa\ tl1e 1·egiment~ co)o11el. On April 17, 
17 I. He.ti I r l igr1ed the l)C) ' t a11d D,t1·ke a~\u1ned co1nmand of· the Fir t 
Re g i 111 e 11 t of' (_ e \ 1 c . 1 4 1 tho ti g h 11 o t th c f i r t choice to corn m ,111 d the 
reLi111e11t. O~1rk.c ,1cce1Jtt:d the re'>pon .. ibilit of leader~hip and continued 
\\1itl1 1·ec1·t1it111e11t '1ncl the ~1ppl1intn1e11t of' hi ot'fice1· c,1dre. In hi'> pre\ iou~ 
r11ilit ,11-)' : 1·\1 ice, D~lrkc had f"ought ,tlong ~ ide ot' n1en of· hi~ generation. In 
t h ti I) c () 111 i 11 Q 111 C) 11 t l1 he \\' o ti I d I e ad the 11 ex t generation i n to bat t l e . 
l11,clt1d cl in th ra11k \\1a" hi on Jc)\cph , who bore the nan1e of hi~ 
gr,111cl fatl1er. 
,.__.; 

I \' 111i J-~"' U111n1er 1791 olo11e1 Darke and the ir t Rt:eiment of' Levie~ 
~ ~ 

\\1er i11 ,1n1 1J p1· p,1ring for th f',111 cc:1111paign aeain .. t the I11dia11 . In a 
l t t t: 1· \\' r i l t e n b ) ' t h o I o 11 c I fro n1 t h t: 1 r c ,1 m p 11 e a r P i t t b ti r g h , 

I)c1111 )' l\1,111i,1 .. 11 expre sed t1i co11cern ,1bout the treat111ent that tl1c 111er1 
f1·01n \ 1irgir1i~1 l1ad 1·e ~ei\1ed. I-le ,,,,1 al "' O cor1cerned abc1t1t tl1e leader hip 
f tl1 a11111,tig11. 

1 - 13u h 11..!. 1i11ard Kt lcr. l ·Ji ~ro,·ic J ife1·so11 0 11111)' ( 1rr J)L1bli .., t1i11g 'on1pan)' . J11 . . 

1 7 _ . JJ J> . ~ I I . 
1•

1 L)1 tle. l~i t,,ard l . 111t' o /{/i ,. of 1\111 ,·i a ' l;ir .. r Ar111_), 1791 . Ro,,,r11an , (_itllefie)d 
I t1bli 11 r . In ., _ 4 pp. -o-... : I . 
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The letter penned by Colonel Darke was addres ed to: 

' , 

''Col 0 Ne11ile 15 61nilesft·ompitsburg 24 July 1791 

Dear Sir 

I after comp/eating the Virginia Batalio11 and geting the Ma,--yland 
011.e as forward as I could, I arived at pitsburg the first day of this 
month and have bean Since that time aboitt pitsburg and dov11n the 
River about a hund,f"ed and thirty miles where the Virginia troops 
are Statio,ied. and a,n very Sorey to find that The officers In 
Ge11eral are excedingly discontent do,i 't like Tl1e Genl. and Several 
of them Talk of Resigning. I confess I cannot understand the Genl. I 
liave bean in the Service of my Country in all most all the wars Since 
tlie year 1755 in one Capassoty or other and never Served u,ider 
any officer before that I was So Indiferantly Treated by or had So 
little Satisfaction with, In dead I have had no duty to do 11or bean on 
any Command farther then a bu/lack ya,·d of twelve men, I wish to 
Get to head quarters and have writ to Genl St Clear 1 6 but being in 
grate hasst as the bate was gone on before I bega,1 to write did not 

15 Colonel John Neville. Neville was a distingui hed officer in the Continental Army during 
the American Revolution . Neville' home wa '" Bower Hill'' near Pitt burgh . 
Pennsylvania. 

16 Major General Arthur St. Clair was born in Scotland. Following service in the Briti h 
Army during the French and Indian War he became a landowner in western Penn ylvania. 
St. Clair was the first governor of the Northwest Territory . He wa appointed commander 
of U.S. troop in the Northwest Territory fo]lowing the defeat of Gen . Harmar. 
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17 

18 

l~i, e 1/1 e 11/ 111., , Rl)C1 .. '.0I1 lli\· )11/I_, c, I ,,1i ·/1ecl /(J c/(J T/1e Vi1·(~i11ic1 

office,· .. \· 1l1i11k e 11I /3111/e,· 17 cl<Jes· 11(Jl like tl1e -Vi1·lr;i11i(111\·. 7 .. /11 '"\~ i .. ') 
c1I/. o 1/1e C>JJi11i<J11 .4i of· 1/1() /11/1c1/Jite11l·e i11 Ge11e,·c1I lt)/1e1·e tl1e.,· c11·e 

~51a1irJ 11ecl. c111cl 1l,e) i,1 c·cJ11se qt1e11ce 1l1i11k l1e i .\· JJc11·tic1/ I c1c·k11rJ/ecll,te 

f /1 r1, (} ,. ... ee11 s·o,11e 1/1i11g .. \· 1/1c11 I 1/1(Jttgl1t /1acl tl1e cIJJec11·c111c·e rJj. 

JJ<11·1ir1/li1., , b111111c1_,, /Je 111i._\·tc1ke11 I C<J1ife.\,'"i,; f li'o11/cl g!c,cil_,, /Je (Jl tt <if 
1/11, .. Se,·,,ic·e Jr,,· 11(> <Jt/1c~,- Rec1.._\·c,,1 t/1e11 1l1i. , 1/1c11 I t/1i11k I cc11111(Jt /Je 

l1c1JJ/J_, , 1111(/ , . 1/1e ,rJ111111(111cl (~f Gl>11I BL1tle 1·. c111ll l1c1i·e l1c1cl .. \0111e 

cl{[fic11l1_, 10 JJe I·\ c1il (JI1 1l1e fJJfil·e,·\ f(J C(111ti11L1e. I i1:1·it to Ge11l. 

/3111/e ,· )e.~1e1·cll1_, · l1~· 1/1e 1ilitic1 cII·e fJ1·c/e1·ecl ffJ tl1e ~tc1ti(J11.r; ~11/1 e ,,.e t/1e 

\ l i1·.r;i11ia,1 ... " r1I·e c,.~ 1l1e ,·i, e,· i .\ .. _fc1lli11g, e,·.) ft1 .\·tfrJ1· JJe1·111iti<J11 to gr; (J11 

tr, /1 -.,cJ r11IrI1·1e1·.~ /Jilt clicl 1101 ~et t/1e Leet.st Sc11i .. \jc1c·tio11 ,i l1etl1e,,. I 
. l1r,11/tl {! \1e 11 grJ rJ1· 11<>1 ___ 1101 e\,e11 gi \1e 111 e a~· 11z1,c·l1 Sc1tisfc1l·tio11 

c,~~ l,e clicl 011 cI j(J1·111e1· <>c·r1ticJ11, c>11 e of,,,.,, o_ffic·e,·J ,vl1ic·l1 lrt't1.s· l1e 

11 <J11/cl k11<Jl\ ,i l1 e 11 l1e L.\'c1,,: it i11 Ge11l cJ1·cle1·.\·, tl1e lle.sertio11!; l1c1\'e 

/Jee,, G1·c11e 1 /;e/ie, e 11JJ\i1c11·<I\ cj· t\1 ·eI1f) l1c1\ e cle .. \·e,·tecl fror11 Cc1ptc1i11 

l1c11111£1 '., .. \\ l1 cJ I 1/1i11k ll , e ,·_) ,f.?<JfJll offic·e,· Se, ,e1·c1I l1ll\ 'e cleLse1·tecl.fi,.cJ1n 

1/1e <Jtl1e,~ .. (J1111Jc111,·\ CJ t/1c1t tl1e Bc1ttc1licJ11 i~ 1101 C/ltite full cit p1·ese,11 

1/1011 1 /1 1l1e1·e 11 c,.s- ll\,e11I) ji\'e o,· '"\i.r: 111(J1·e t/1c111 tl1e f1 1ll Bc1ttt1/i(J 11 

e 11/i.\"t ecl c1111e cliecl ,i it/1 1!1e S111c1ll p<J.t tlt-'(J ,ve,·e cl,·oi, 11clecl a11cl .S(J11ze 

cli .. , .. c/1c11· .. !!. fl Tl1e /11 (/ic111, l1c1,·e c/cJ11e _ ll(J clc1111<1'-~e e.r:c·eJJt killi11 [f? ci 

jel\ 'Cl (//(? 

il1Cl1 1/1e .fo1 ,,·1/1 of 1l1i., .. 1110 111/1 f (Lill i1ifc)J"J1le(l Ge11I Bt1tle1· s·a.\ ·~ Colo 
ii/J.S(Jll 1 8 \\1(/.S' (I ol'J /;ejo,·e f \\ a.\ i,, t/1 e Late CrJllti11e11tc1I (l/·111_,\' 

c111{/ I e:KJJect rJ1 11 e l)i \ .. JJitte 011c·e1·11i11f!. it. ~fit lt c1.s· _\ '<J111· /11te11tio11 

<Jl0 Gi/;.~·<JJ1 /101,lcl <J111111c111tl 111 e l l1c1, e 11(1 <JIJJec·tio11 c111(/ ,,1i/l Sll)' 

ll (} //1i11g (l c.{t(Jill~~t it. /)ill o l rJ Gil) .. ()11 ll(l\ ll(J Ri~/11 f(J Cl<IJ11e Rc1,1k 

fi·r1111 Iii.\· IJei11:J (111 <Jfj1c e 1· i11 1l1e lc11e \\7C11· (I ._\' lie 11 e ,1e 1· ii cI.\· i11 1l1e Li11e 

cJ11/.\ 1 <J111111 (111cl cl c, fe1, 111e11 (I\ ti _(.,·1c1te Re 1 i111e11t, t111cl / _\'(Jtt 111C1) .. r.;e 

b.) 1l1e c11·c1i11g 111 e111 cif 1/1 li11e I ,i,a .. s- ll Lie 111e11c1111 C<;/ 0
. Co111111c111clt1111 

i 11 1/1 Li11e, 111., 0 111111iti<J11 i ._, 10 ( .. o ,11111c111ll 1/1e fi,· .. t Ret.!.;,,,e,11, if. 

I ~lj( r c11e ral }{ i 11~1rd Il ti l lcr \\ ~l~ born i 11 I rela11d. 13 u l ler,. f alhe r 111oved hi ~ f a111i I~· to 

J>l:1111 ) l, a11i, ,,,11er 1l1e) \\ t:rt: 1!t111 111i1h . Ri l1ard l3 t1tler \\ J '-""olc)ncl t)f lilt: 9tl1 
J e1111 , ) J, a11ia Reg i111e11l i11 1l1e 111cri ar, I{ \10lt1lio11 . ajor Gl:11eral Ri 11ard Btitler ,,,a 

killtd n 4 r , c111bcr 1791 \\ l1ilt: le,1di11!, tht· rigl1t ,,, i1lL )f t. l~tir ar111~. 

I r1cl Ge rQ ib n . ib n \\ ~1 LOl011el of tl1t: r=i, .. t \ 1ir .!i11i, \_)t~1te Rc6i111e11t dt1rir1~ 

lllt 111c.: ri ,111 R , ol LI li 11 . Cll 11el ib. 11 di d 011 10 I c e111bt r I 791 . <ll Fort Jeff t: r. 011 

fr 111 ,, t111c) re ci,,ed ,ll t . l:1ir· I efe,11 0 11 4 1 \1e111b r 1791 . 
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Co/ 0 Gibson was to have Commanded I Should have thought his 
Regiment woitld have bean Called the first I Should be hapy if you 
would honor me with a line or two ___ ocation 

I am your Most Obt Servant 

(Unsigned) 19 

Colonel Darke' s dissati faction with the circumstances that existed at 
''Co/ 0 Nevile 6 miles from pitsburg ... " is very apparent in this letter. To 
his credit, Darke in his communication to President Washington 
indicated ''/ writ to Genl. Bittier yesterday ... '' and although we do not 
know exactly what Darke wrote in that communication, we do know how 
General Butler replied. In a reply to Colonel Darke dated July 27th, 
1791, Butler said: 

Si,· Pittsburgh July 27th 1791 ~ 

This will be ha1ided to you by Major Bitti,iger a Gentlenia,i who it 
will be no less agreeable to you than it is to n1e to see 

I liave only time ( as the Major is in a hitrry) to acknowledge 
the Rect. of yoitr lette,· of the 24th which fi·om its Tenor, & maner 
surprizes, & I am at aloss to ans.rat this time -

You appear to be disattisfied, I a,n sorry for it, I will only say 
if you are offended, or disattisfied with 111,e it is certainly without a 
cause, or, I know not the Cause & you mistake ,ny Character, And 
that your Reflections are not Polite to say the least 

I a,n Really Sorry for the Indisposition of your Son, Medicine 

19 This is the transcription of a letter written by Colonel William Darke to Pre ident George 
Washington dated July 24th, 1791. The letter is transcribed as it was written with no 
changes to spelling, capitalization, or punctuation. The original letter is pre erved in the 
document archive of the Jeffer on County Museum, Charle Town, West Virginia. The 
letter i from the Briscoe collection given to the Museum by the family of the late Paul 
and Frances Miller. The Briscoes were a prominent Jefferson County, Virginia, family 
who came to the lower Shenandoah Valley in the 18th century. Because this letter i 
unsigned~ in all probability it is Darke' s ''file'' copy. 



• 1-\11e 11{/c111 e r11·e c11 _, ·0111· co111111ci11cl r>1· tle .. \·i,·e, 11cl ij. _, r,11 l1c11 e c,11_,. 

/11 ·li11c11i(J11 10 C'f>111 e tcJ Pi1t,/J111·g/1 Ill ill /Je glc1{/ ll> i.\'('e _,.<Jlt, \1 l1l1 1·e. 

c, ~ I 111e 11ti<J11ecl i11 111_) lc1 .. 5't \\1( ., 1, ill c 0111·e1·.\·e <J11 t/1e tJ1/1e,· /Jc11·1 of· t/1e 

1, l ~ c· 1 r; f _,, o 111· 11 ore 

YrJL11· 111rJ.,,t 0/Jelll / J 
Ric·l1cl B11rle 1· M:i G/2 <> 

] 

olo11el D,1rkc ,v,1 not 11lc,1 c<l with either tl1e \\ ,1)' th,1t l1c perceived 
tl1e \ 1 irgir1i~111s v..1erc bci11e tre,1ted or b) the leader l1ip of' Ger1e1·,1I Butle1·. 

1t=ne1·,1I Btitler vla~ urpri cd b.., Darke'~ ,t~\crtio11s. Tl1erc 'A-'cl ~111otl1er 

ir1cli,1idt1,1I \\1}10 \\' ,1~ i11tere ted in thi5 de elop1nent - the per~on to wl1on1 

I o n e I I) [l 1· kc h ,l d add re:- e cl h i s l et t e r d ,t t e d J ti I y 24th ~ I 7 9 I - --H i ~ 
◄ x ell 11~)' George ,1"h111gto11 ~q.~ J)residcnt ot· the l 1

11itcd t~1tes of· 
. ' .. 

111 rI C~l. 

Pre .. iti e 11t \\ a"hingt<.)11 "l1·1red olc)11el Dc.1rkc --\, di~c<)11te11t \.\ ith l1()W 
tl1i11g~ ,ve 1·e g<Ji11g in tl1e Tortl1\ e ~t Te1·rito1·)' .. bttt fron1 an e11tirel)1 

liffere11t J)er~ptcti\' . v 1·iti11g f1-()111 tl1e c,lfJitol i11 Pt1ilc1<lelpl1it1. The 

J)re"1cler1t t1,1d tl1i s tc> ,l)' i11 rCJ)I)' to Colt) 11e) D~lr·k.e : 

/)ec,,· .. i1·: J /1(11 e ,·eceive{/ _) rJ111· I 11eI· r~f 1l1e 24 ,,/t{J. Rc1 ~{11·cli11{? ii .. \' 

c·o111e111. , (1 /1/10' ,.<:., lc11i11g t o olJ.jecT"\. (~{ /Jt1/;lic· i111JJr;1·1 , c1"\. JJ1·i\ 1c11e 

'(J1111111,11ic·c11i<J11, I L\~/1 c1I/ 1·e1JI. • to r1 11( / 1·e111c11·k 11JJt>11 1/1e 111. ,t it/1 1/1c11 

c-r111(l<J1· ,, l1ic/1111_} JJe1·.\,{J11c1l e .. 1ee111 c111cl 111., JJ11/;/il· 1, ' i .,·l1e.\· .~r,·cJ11l~f.,, 
• • 

(! Jlj{J /11. 

I 11eecl 11011 , JI . 0111/1<.11111_)· ,·e ) ,·er i ... ~e1·irJ11.~/_,· .rc·i1ecl IJ_, let11·11i11:1 

1/1(1! c111_, cc111. ~ of cl,\< 0111e111 .'l/10,1 lei e.,i.,·r, e i1/1e 1· rJ11 _\'t,111· <Jlt ,, JJC11·t, 

-<l l "t1i i .. 1t1e 1ra11 .. riptio11 ()fa letter,, ritte11 b) 1,1j. c11. Ri ' }1ar(I l3 t1tlcr l< ol()nel 
\\' illia,11 I tlfke d,lted Jul)' _ 71l1. 1791. "ft1 I ·ttcr i tra11 rib d ,l it '" ,1. ,, ritlt:11 ,, itl1 110 

l1a11g~ I p llino~ apitalizati 11, or 1Jun lt1atio11 . ~r ·11 origi11:1l lctlcr i pre c.::r,l'.'.d i11 tl1e 
d u111c111 :ir hi,, s f tl1e Jeffers 11 ourll)' f\JU . et1111. l1arlt:s 1, '" 11, \\'c l \ 1irf_ir1ia . "fl1~ 
I ·ttcr i .._ fr n1 tt,c 13ri.. · ' olle tio11 ei,t11 t tl1c lt1 tL1111 b, 1l1c: far11i ,I\ f tl1c la lc J),llll .,. .. 
, 11d l◄ rn11 ~lill r. The I ri ...... ,..,e \\Crc a pron1i11cnl Jcffer 011 <>lJJll). \ lirgi r1ia. fa111il) 

,,,11 a111e t Lhc 1 \\'er t1ena11 J ~1h \ 111lle) i11 tl1c I 111 ~c,1tur) . 
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or that of your Officers, with General Butler, and it is hardly 
necessary to express my earnest wish that it ,nay speedily subside, 
and be entirely done away. But, as I rely greatly on your disposition 
to adva11ce the pitblic interest, tho' even by the relinqitishment of 
p,,.ivate opinions, I shall offer to yoitr consideration some reniar·ks 
which I a,n persuaded will have weight with you, and induce )'Our 
inflitence with )'Our Officers to dismiss their discontents, and to 
think only of their pitblic duty. 

Let it in the first place be ,4 emembered that one common caitse 
engages yoitr service, and requires all your exertions; it is the 
interest of your country . To that interest all i,iferior considerations 
mitst yield. As an apology for the seeming inattention of a 
commanding Officer it should be considered that the variel) of 
objects, which engage him, may produce an appearance of neglect, 
b)1 no means intended. In General Butler's particular· i11stance so,ne 
allovvance sl1ould be made for the effects of bodily i,idisposition, 
combined with the cares of his station; and I am satisfied no one, 
either from te,nper or reflection, will more cheerfully make this 
allovvance tlian yourself. 

On this belief I rest an expectation, that every uneasiness will be 
composed , and tl1at the pitblic service will be proceeded in wit/1, 
harmony and zeal. The Secretary of War has directed a boa,,.d of 
Officers to decide the qi,estion of rank between you and Colonel 
Gibson and others. I shall at all times be happy to evi,ice the 
si,icere esteem, with which I am etc .2 1 

President Washington's in tructions to his fellow Virginian were clear; 
Richard Butler was in command. The question of rank would be decided 
in due time. Put aside your personal concerns and put your focus on the 
accompli hment of the mission s goal. Colonel Darke complied. 

Let it in the fi,Ast place be remembered that one common cause 
engages your service, and reqitires all your exertions; it ;s t/1-e 

2 1 The Libra I"),' of Congress. American Memory. The George Wa hington Paper at the 
Library of Congres , 174 1-1 799 - George Wa hington to William Darke , August 9 I 791. 
2 1 November 2007. <http://memory.toe.gov > 
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itt1 tl1e\c ords Prcsid nt a ·hi11gton t the tone fo1~ future citize11~ of 
the L 11 i ted t,1te~ . ot t'rie11d hip, not per onal gain not ectional intere t, 

but •• it ;.\ 1l1e i111e, .. e,\ .. t of~_\ 01 ,1· ·01111t, .. _v . T<J 1l1c1t i11ter·e tall infe,·io,,. 
"(J11 ,~icle1-(1tic111 \ 11111.~t )'ielcl. '' 

Tl1e 1791 cam1Jaign in the orthwe t Territor would be a repeat of 
the previou )'car. t tl1e Batt] of Waba h River (al o know a t. 

l,,ir Def·e,Jt on O\ e111ber 4~ 1791, the American expedition wa 
co111pletel over heln1cd b I11dian fo1·c led again by Chief Little 

urtle. The dcf·eat de\ astated the merican army. Of the approximately 
I , 00 ef1'ecti t: , in t. lair, force o • er 900 were ca ualtie . That total 
i11 ]uded more tl1an 600 death ... Thirty-nine office1· • were either killed or 
r ~cci, ed mortal \\ ound\. n1ong the dead officer wa Major· General 
Richard B t1tl r .2 

During tl1e Battle of aba h Ri er Colonel William Dark 
, )t11n1a11clecl tl1e lef·t wing of t. lair' .. arm . Hi .. fir t charge again t the 
l11dian r·o1·ce 'JJ ,. "t1etl 1/1() e 11 e 111) (1hoL1t f0Li1· l1tt1zd1·ed }'C1rcl i11l10 Rc111 o_ff 
i,, c1 I I cl i 1·ecr<.>11 .. \· . '' but the ch a r g f 11 apart \A-' hen th right wing of the 
,tr111y bcgt1n t () ol1c:1p e. t. lai1· attempted to rall1 hi t1·oop~ a11d at one 
poi11t a kcd D·1rke t<.) '• if. JJO.\\_s·ible ro Get tl1e111 off tl1at SJJOt b.',' Maki11g a 

/1a1·, , '' but all ffort at ta 1ng the flo d failed and eventually '' t/1e 
,t l10/e 1\1·111_)' R c111 tc>getl1e,~ like (1 1110b llf a fai,-. ''-4 hau ted b both the 
1··1tiguc ct· battle tlnd ,l ound to hi upper thigh. Darke joi11ed in the 
1·ct ,- ,lt of tl1 ar·n1)' b~1ck to ort Jeff' r on. - c; 

n1 rig the \\'Oundcd th,1t rnad tl1c trek back to the defe11 i,1e po ition 
,lt --ort Jet ft: r .. )n \\1a o 1011 l Darke" )'0unge t on" aptai 11 Jo~ t.: ph 
D ai k c. ~1pt·1in Darke held recci\1ed ··t1 11111J·ke1 .\·/1cJt i11 /1i Jc1c'e i\·/1ic·l1 

f1·c1c: t111·<' Cl /1i ,\ .. ja\, <Jilli 1·e11<le1· ?(/ J1i111 \JJeec·/1/es \, b1.1t rl1c1t l1e i .\· .. till 
c,li, e. " - <.. nl ortttnatel . ) ' OL1ng D,.1rk. • injur v/a .. fatal. fter aptain 

-- < •L<)rgc \\' a l1i11 1 l lll lo \\' illian1 ()~1rkt: ~\U f'U t 9, 1791 . 
..! , .. ,~e 111~111 . J J> . 0 I -60 _. 
- JJ/J, R li\co ,1 1·i11 , G o,·~e \11(1 ·/1i11gto11 . ,ilder l ... ehrn1a11 < 11c ·tio11 Doc u111e111~. The 

\Ve:, hin~to11 olle 1i 11 . \\' illian1 l)arkc to t:Ort!t: \\/a hi11gtc)t1 , t>ver11ber 9. 1791. 8 .... ...... 

cptc111 r _ . http://\,,,,,,.pb".org/c.lt:()r2e,,1[1 hin6 ton/ ollt=ctio11/pre._ 1791n<)\'9.ht111I 
r=ort Jcf e 11 ,, ,1 I ..._,,rt: I ab ut fotir n1ile • frclr11 prese11t-da) Green\ i]le. Darke 1u11t\1 • 

• 

l1 i . 
-

0 l ... )' lle. Ri l1r1rd 1 1. 111 olclie1· of 1\111e1·i c1' 1:-;r 1 ) \1·111_\', 1791. Ro,\1111,111 & l ... itlle tt:ld 
Publi. ht:rs.111 ··- 4.J . 116. 
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D,lrke ~ s death in late December 1791, Colonel Darke left the ar1ny and 
1·eturned with hi son's body to their home along Elk Branch. 

• i 
• 

Graves of Joseph and William Darke 

As a reward for his se1·vice to Virginia and to his country, Colonel 
Da1·ke was given the rank of general in the Virginia Militia, and he was 
given ~everal thou and acres in the Ohio territory. General Darke spent 
hi s remaini11g days at his home near present-day Duffields in Jefferson 
County, West Virginia. William Darke died on November 20 180 I and 
was buried in the Engle Graveyard (sometimes called the Ronemous 
Graveyard) along with his wife, Sarah, and their three sons.27 

27 Bu hong. P. 4 14 
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Rebel in Iowa 
by Randy Koch 

In the summer of 1864, John Yates Beall, of Jefferson County, 
participated in the Southern Confederacy's broad plan to assail the enemy 
deep inside northern territory. Earlier in April, Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis had bid farewell to Jacob Thompson, Clement Clay, and 
James Holcomb, the three Confederate commis ioners whom Davi had 
assigned to coordinate operations from Canada. Defeats at Getty burg 
and Vicksburg the prior year had swung the military momentum of the 
war in favor of the Union. For thi reason, Pre ident Davis approved a 
eries of clande tine actions against the enemy well within their safe 

boundaries. These actions eventually included plans for U.S. currency 
manipulation, freeing prisoners incarcerated in numerou federal sites 
from Ohio to Illinois, financial support of anti-Lincoln newspapers in the 
North, bank robbery in Maine, and even arson in New York City hotel . 

Earlier, in the spring of 1863, Beall had received a commis ion a 
acting master in the Confederate Navy to legalize his activity a a 
privateer on the Chesapeake Bay and along the nearby Atlantic Coa t. 
On the evening of September 17, 1863, Beall and 18 men entered the Bay 
on two small boats and captured a Union sloop and two fishing boats. 
The next night, Beall's men captured a sloop, headed for Port Royal, 
S.C., carrying $200,000 worth of sutler stores. Three more ships were 
captured by September 21. In October they barely escaped capture in 
Virginia by Union land forces in Mathews County. Beall' s crew set out 
again in November only to be captured off the western Maryland coast 
and be held in irons as pirates. In response, Southern authoritie held the 
same number of Union prisoners in similar conditions and eventually the 
North treated Beall and his men as prisoner of war. Beall was exchanged 
on May 5, 1864 and went to Canada to look for other opportunities to 
hurt the enemy. The commander of Confederate secret operations in 
Canada , Jacob Thomp on, recruited Beall for an operation on Lake Erie. 

Beall was assigned to commandeer a civilian pas enger ve el in Lake 
Erie as part of the plot to free the two thousand Confederate officer 
confined on Johnson' Island near Sandusky, Ohio. On September 19 
Beall, in his most famou escapade of the war, successfully captured the 
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John \ate · B all 

t t; ,1111 r P /1 i I <J I (J, • .5 rJ, 1 t h tl t h ad de pa rt d De tr o i t ea r I t h at n1 or n i 11 g . 
I3eall • <-lL or11plice ~ tationed in ,1ndu ~k planned to drug the offic r 
,ibo,trd tl1e " 1/ ic·/1iRc,11 guarding the pri ._ on. trai tor in Detroit 
b ~t.r' l)' d tl1 111i 1011 before th accompli ·e c t1ld act. Beall had no choice 
btit t return tl • ,tn,td,1 f"or 11e,'-' C)rder. 1-11~ f1n,1l a 1g11n1e11t took him to 
tl1c Bliff---,11 ). C\\' 'l' rk , rc,t. ,,,her~ he ,,,<1 captt1re<l in Decen1be1· ,1fter a 
f,1ile l attc1111 t tc derail ·1 trai11. I-Ii tri,11 b)' n1ilitar)1 cou1·t be2:,111 i11 

J c111 uar , .. Ju t bar I , th i rt ✓ ' )'ear ol I. John ) " ate Beal I Vl,l~ ha11ged on 

G \ ' t: rr1 r ~ I l,1n I i r1 . e\\' ork it)' 011 ~ebruar .. ' .... 4 .. l 6 ... 



38 The Magazine of the 

But Beall' s service to Virginia and the Confederacy reached much 
farther back than tl1ese operations. In 1859, Beall joined Botts Greys, a 
militia unit fo1·1r1ed in Jefferson County in response to John Brown's raid 
on the Harpers Ferry arsenal. In April of 1861, Botts Greys became 
company G, 2nd Virginia Infantry, a regiment in General T. J. Jackson' 
brigade, oon to be referred to as the Stonewall Brigade for its stellar 
performance at First Manassas. Later that year, while home on leave in 
Jefferson County, Beall responded to a call for militia from Colonel 
Turner Ashby to prevent federal soldiers from removing grain from 
Herr's granary in nearby Harpers Ferry. On October 16, during the action 
on Bolivar Heights, Beall received a severe chest wound that eventually 
would end his active career with the 2nd Virginia, but certainly not his 
service to the South. 

To accelerate his recovery and also avoid capture, Beall journeyed 
from the cooler climate and unstable military environment of Jefferson 
County to the mild temperate atmosphere along the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. While in Mi sissippi in early 1862, Beall met Martha O'Bryan 
with whom he fell in love and became engaged. In late spring, he went 
alone back to Virginia to rejoin his regiment. Upon reaching Virginia, he 
found the Confederate Army facing George McClellan's Union troops 
advancing upon Richmond and Beall' s regiment in the Shenandoah 
Valley with Stonewall Jackson. Instead of rejoining the 2nd Virginia, 
Beall, on the pretext of furthering his recovery, ventured to Dubuque 
County, Iowa, 800 miles to the west. 

Iowa proved an ideal location for the Confederacy to disrupt the Union 
as the second year of the war commenced. Westward expansion earlier in 
the century had bonded both northern and southern tates along the 
Mississippi River a the economies of both regions depended on 
agriculture. Wheat, corn, and po1·k flowed down the Missis ippi River 
from the northern regio11 while the southern expanses added cotton and 
sugar. Both regions often found themselves at odd with northeastern 
financial and manufacturing interests which promoted restrictive trade 
tariffs. The economic closeness of the regions began to weaken when the 
price of grain dropped in Europe as the Crimean War ended. 1 The 
following year as the economic cri is known as the Panic of 1857 
evolved, grain producers from the northern region suffered while cotton 
planters to thei1· outh thrived. Pro- lavery radicals pointed to the strong 

1 James M. McPherson , Battle C,y of Freedom, New York: Oxford Univer ity Press , p.189. 
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The effect of the war on the volatile agricultural economy provided an 
issue too taut for those in opposition to the Republicans. Early reports of 
seces ion upset river traffic in New Orleans which in turn caused an 
immediate decline in grain prices. Dennis Mahony wrote in the 
November 23, 1860 issue of the Dubuque Herald that: ''Grain has gone 
down till it won't pay the hauling charges. So much for electing the man­
the exponent of Personal Liberty Bills, Nigger Suffrage and Equality, 
Beecherism, Stoweism, Niggerism and a dozen isms and Tom fooleries 
upon which the entire North under Abolitionized Massachusetts has gone 
mad."7 As the early tages of the war progressed, Mahony was targeted 
by the Washington Republicans as a dangerous anti-war dissident. 
Mahony wa not alone. To the south of Dubuque, David Richardson, 
editor of the Davenport Democrat, wrote on November 15, 1860 that he 
estimated that as a result of Lincoln's election that Iowa wheat growers, 
who probably old 2,000,000 bushel of wheat during a two week period 
following the vote in November of 1860, lost $200,000.8 In an extremely 
seditious letter published in the Dubuque Herald, also in November 
Judge Thomas S. Wilson wa quoted as saying that he welcomed the 
pos ibility of a new Union which would exclude New England whose 
''Yankeeism and twin brother abolitionism'' weakened one' love of a 
united country in the fir t place.9 

Mixed message came from the diverse faction that con tituted 
northeastern Iowa Democrats further clouding the political landscape. 
Dennis Mahony, while vehemently opposing Lincoln, still voiced the 
belief that sece sion was unconstitutional. Prominent fellow party 
member Charles Mason believed in the right of secession. Democrat 
belonging to Dubuque's self-proclaimed National Democratic Club 
asserted that the Confederate States had no reason to believe that the 
Lincoln admini tration would reject radicalism, and that the Confederates 
were entirely justified in taking steps to maintain their right , inside or 
outside the Union. 10 While ome Iowa Democrat applauded this 
position, others received the tance with disdain. Continued weakening 
economic conditions only widened the fi sure. At one point com fell to 
ten cents per bushel and farmers burned their crop for fuel rather than 

7 Lendt, p. 59. 
8 Wubben , p. I 3 . 
9 Ibid. , p. 27. 
1 

<) Ibid. , p26. 
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Christmas Day of the same year John Beall's diary established that he 
was in Chicago, just 200 miles east of Dubuque. In all probability he was 
either traveling to or from Iowa relative to a land transaction. Besides 
being familiar with the area, Beall was a lifelong Democrat, which should 
open doors for an operative in Dubuque County in 1862. His farming 
background would further aid him in his assimilation with the local 
agrarian population. A manager of his successful Virginia farm, Beall 
posse sed a sound busine s mind that enabled him to understand the 
complex economic conditions in the north besides agricultural business in 
general. Several grist mills also operated on Beall and adjoining Yates' 
properties in Jefferson County. Beall' s knowledge of mill operations 
provided him with credential needed when he assumed the position as 
flour mill operator, an excellent cover fo1· a Confederate operative. 

In Daniel B. Lucas's Memoir of John Yates Beall, which includes 
much of Beall' s personal diary, Beall explains his impulsive migration to 
Iowa only as a journey to improve his stamina and further his recovery 
from his chest wound. Such a decision seems totally out of character with 
Beall. Throughout his life, duty and responsibility, not to mention honor 
were paramount traits within his makeup. By traveling west he fled miles 
away from his mother and four sisters who struggled to operate the far1n; 
he further distanced himself from Martha O'Bryan, who was left to fend 
for herself in Mississippi, and most importantly of all, Beall wa till on 
the roll of the 2nd Virginia regiment, on which he would remain until 
early 1863. He technically was absent without leave while in Iowa unless 
he was ordered by the A11ny to that destination. 1 3 

Shortly after Beall's arrival in Iowa in 1862, he began employment as 
manager of the Chew Mill in Cascade, Iowa, a bustling community of over 
1000 inhabitants that re ted within Dubuque County, twenty-five miles 
southeast of the city of Dubuque. The owner of the mill, Thomas Chew Sr., 
hailed from Connecticut. Chew pent many years as a eaman and farmer 
before he settled in Iowa in 1847 when he purchased the mill. Nothing 
indicates that Chew, no relation to Jefferson County's Roger Preston Chew, 
might harbor southe1·n sympathies. However, Thomas Chew did wed a 
woman in 1851, fourteen years his junior, who was born in Maryland, a 
border state that spawned many Confederate sympathizers. Local Iowa 
folklore spoke of Beall and Chew's wife, the fo11ner Margaret Ann Bemis, 

1 3 There is nothing in the Confederate record from that period about Beall being ab ent 
without leave, a deserter, on a detail or anywhere other than the 2nd Virginia. 
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eliminated their affinity for gold, thus sending mixed signals to the 
citizenry. Because gold and silver were uniquely table, distinctive, and 
internationally accepted media of exchange, mo t Republicans retained a 
belief that the specie was the only true standard of value. 16 Europeans 
used the value of the paper currency to evaluate U.S. financial stability. 
Another variable soon factored into the equation. 

Besides being a medium necessary for trade the precious metal was 
also a commodity. Profound events such as Grant's victory at Fort 
Donel on or McClellan's embarras ing repulse on the Peninsula caused 
the value of gold to fluctuate wildly. Gold soon became a commodity with 
which speculators could gamble, further increasing the instability. 
Speculators held gold for long periods of time in anticipation of unloading 
it at its highest point before the next substantial drop. Holding the gold 
and taking the commodity out of circulation decreased the supply and 
increa ed the preciou metal's value, while inversely dropping the value 
of the paper greenback. Individuals who became skeptical of the value of 
the national currency hoarded gold as a safeguard against inflation or even 
as protection in the event of the def a ult of the government issued notes. 
As the United States government focused on its fiscal nightmare the 
Confederacy stared at a unique opportunity. 

If the South could begin to accumulate gold, the supply would decrease 
further, but more importantly the paper currency circulating throughout 
the north and al o used to pay the Union soldiers, would further devalue 
and even buy le s. The unrest that prevailed in Iowa offered the perfect 
environment to capitalize on this opportunity and John Yates Beall 
possessed the kills to a serve as a key player in the scheme. Beall seemed 
very aware of the Union's cri is with the devalued greenback when he 
first arrived in Iowa. In his initial diary entry from Iowa on July 25, 1862 
he wrote that if it continued and increased would not all debts be 
depreciated and creditors ruined. 1 7 In this case the creditor would be the 
northern citizen. 

As Beall' s entries continue, hi primary focu i the value and purchase 
of gold. On August 1 he states that gold i valued at a 15 percent to 25 
percent value above currency or treasury notes. 1 8 Beall received a letter 

1 6 Heather Cox Richard on The Greatest Natio11 on the Earth-Republican Econo,nic 
Policies dL,,~ing the Cii,;f Wa,· .. Cambridge, Ma sachu ett : Harvard University Pre , 
1997, p. 7 1. 

1 7 Luca , p . 23 5 . 
18 Ibid . p.240. 
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f ·ro 1n a 11 u 1111 'l m d as o i at late 1· i n the mo n th i n for 111 in g h i m of the 
pur ha • of 4()0 in gold at a 17 percent premiu1n, and reque ting 
in truction'> fo1· th future, \a)1ing that . ome were pa ing 18 to 20 p rcent 
for it. 1 hile fr el writing of· hi\ in olven1ent i11 th schern , Beall i~ 
a1·eful to rnit the na111e l of hi '" a sociate~. The 11etwork in th operation 

app ars to ha\,e in\'C)l ed nun1crou~ operative who functioned in a wide 
g g1·aphic area. ith preciou .. metal pri e .. reaching . uch height~ he 
r· comn1er1ded in ec.,tig<tting if pur·cha. e. could be rnad for le in 

hicago.2 <> ot nly wa he connected with ag nt in the midwe t but 
,11 l~ o f'riend "~ as he r ferred to the 111 in Pitt~ burg~ Phi I ad l phi a and 
Baltimore. Fu1·thermore~ B all' po~ition a. manag r of the gri t mill 
all wed t1i1n to hip flour either to the northea t or abroad. If he bypa ,sed 

ork '111d sl11pped the flour directl to urope the gold would be 
retained ther .21 For ,1 1nan \\tho ~pontaneouLly tra eled we t to Iowa 
aft r ~ Ltdd nly deciding that hi~ option in irginia had e aporated Beall 
quick))' beca1ne "'·ell entrenched in the gold operation not to mention 
ha\1 ir1g the 111iJI operator~ po it1011 ~() conv nie11tl ope11 upon hi anival. 

'}1ile the operation to acct11nulate gold de eloped the Federal 
G \ rr1ment" .. patien e with di enter grew hort. Beall' anxiety level 
f lr hi O\V11 ~afet incrca:ed whe11 hi~ acquair1ta11ce Denni ., Mal1ony wa 
arre~ t d on ugu t 14 clnd hipped ea t to the Old Capital Pri~on in 

ashington her·e th editor langui~hcd without being charged until hi 
r I a at~t r th O\ ember 1 64 election. One week after Mahoney' ~ 
i11 arce1·atior1~ Beall appreh~n\ivel)' ~poke of· hi~ need to fl e the country 
a~ 4uickl a po , ible.-- the 1nonth of ugu t d1~ew to a clo e Beall' 
r·ear of detection sub\ided. fter a epte111ber 2 .. 1 62 e11tr from a cade 
IO\\' ,l B ,lll '~ regula1· diar)' nan-ati,1c: al)ruptly topped until ovember 
\ 11 c 11 t he , r c \ u 111 e d fr<) n1 Du 11 d a .. ,1 n ad ~1 .. j u t vv e lo t of pre') en t d a 
Ha111ilt n, 11tari<). Beall\ rot that v..1hile in Io"'a he \.\1a. ·•cti co ered to 
be a R bel a11d t1ad to fl), fo1· lit~ a11d l1bt;rt)1 _ ... .... 

Be~1ll l: 'ap(.;d Dt1buque \l/ith 1620 in ~ pecie and obtai11ed another 
.. 0 0 fr 111 a I e n a . I 11 i n 1 .. f i f t c e 11 n1 i l e s ,1 r o t h e r i \'er , t h re b 

ide11rif ing ,111othe1· ite ithi11 tl1e or11pl 011fed rat net\ ork. F1-on1 
-

t 11 rt Jo l1 11 8 c:l 11 j o tJ r n e )' t.: d to ,1 11 ad ,l \ ' i a h i ago . K a I am a zoo .. (1 n d 

I,, I b" I .... "A 1( • • P--- . 
2 t> Ibid. 
- l U ''l "' p '°\ ... .. . ... . 
-- Ibid .. p. _47 . 
- Ibid .. p.-64. 
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Detroit. Several months earlier Beall traveled from Virginia to Iowa on 
the innocent pretext of seeking a location to heal his wound. When Beall 
unexpectedly was forced to flee Iowa he chose not to return to Virginia, 
where the Confederacy's military fortunes had dramatically changed for 
the better with McClellan's defeat the end of June and Pope's subsequent 
loss at Second Mana sas the end of August. Instead, Beall opted for an 
area in Canada that was rapidly becoming home to numerous Confederate 
agents seeking sanctuary across the border. Beall chose to remain until 
January in the harsh, damp Canadian climate, not an especially desirable 
environment for a man with an unhealthy lung. He finally returned to his 
ho1ne state, still listed on the rolls of the 2nd Virginia. 

John Yates Beall's time in Dubuque County, Iowa in the summer of 
1862, though less than three months in duration, offers an insight into a 
lesser known period of his service to the Confederacy. No documentation 
exists as to the Confederacy's actual success in its attempt to raise the 
speculative value of gold while inversely striving to devalue United States 
paper currency. We do know that in December, even before Burnside's 
embarrassing defeat at Frederick burg, that the premium for gold 
skyrocketed to between 33 and 50 percent.24 

As 1863 commenced, little documentation exists that the South strayed 
t'ar from the battlefield to defeat the North. Since June the year before, 
Robert E. Lee ruled the battlefields in the east. His st1·ing of victories 
would continue until July of 1863. John Beall also in 1863 returned to 
more t1·aditional warfare as he entered the Confederate Navy as a 
privateer. Interestingly enough, when the Confederacy's military fortunes 
changed in the second half of 1863, Jefferson Davis, as he planned for 
1864, returned to more unorthodox methods to defeat the enemy, much as 
he did in 1862. John Yates Beall, as he did in 1862, would continue to be 
a key player, until it cost him his life, in the South's struggle to separate 
herself from the Union. 

Ra,zd}, Koch a11d his 1rvife are long time ,--esidents of Sandusky, Ohio. His 
mar,·ied daughter ,,.ecentl)' located there with her family to join the family 
bu.5·i1zess. His son, who is cur,Aentl) working on a maste,-- 's degree in 
l1isto1--y at East Tennessee State, shares Ra,idy's deep interest in 
a11tebelli,n1 a11d Ci\'il war histOr)'. 

"
4 Lucas~ p.270 . 
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The Conservation 
of the ''Chew'' Flag, 2005 
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o,,t~ cler,ttes clici n )t c:111ticip<1te ,1 \Vinte1· ,1tt,1ck and \\1e1·e coinpletely 

t1111)1·e1)~\rL,.ll. \ ~1r11 e cl \\1 itl1i11 111i11t1tes <)f"' ,1n i111pendi11g att,1ck .. of.fice1·s a11d 

111c11 re,1 ·ted \\1itl1 '1111[1zi11g S\\1ittne~\. displ~1 it1g a mixtu1·e ot· courage ,111d 

,1t1 l,1 it)' tl1,1t tt1r11ed a11 ,111tic11)ated 1·out i11to ,1 ,,icto,·y. 

i ,t1te 11a11t olonel R. Pre .. t<>n l1c,,· 

I 6: 

.. i _ 11" f b ti ,, t I i 11 Q ~1 , ti,, it , a 11 • 111 bi 11 
• 

I t ~ 11 d ~ d ,11111 . 

l1 i I e tl1e e11e n1 y fore cs \\'ere 
de t 1· o ) ' i 11 g t 11 e f i r \ t t w o bat t e 1· y 
c c.1111 JJ s . t h e C o 11 t· e d e 1· ,1 t e \ 11 ,1 t i I y 
1· () u 11 cl e d u J) t h e i r h c1 1· s e s a 11 d 
111 o \' e d t l1 e i 1· g u 11 s i 11 t <) p <) ~ i t i on . 

o ti r1 ti 11 !! t t1 e n1 e 11 11 o t '->er,, in g the 
c;_.; 

gt111s'I C,11Jt,ti11 R. Pre\to11 Chew <)f. 
Jet·ter c-. 011 c>t111t)' JJO\itio11ed t1i~ 

~-f 01·cc·· to \LJJJI)Ort the c:1rtille1·y. 

1· 111 c cl \\' it l1 o 111 ) ' ,1 t"e \\' ,1 h c r ~ ._ 
ti k \ a 11 d cl LI b ~ . c , c r \' 111 a 11 e, e 11 

.,I 

t l1 c \\' o ti r1 d c d .. ,l ~ u 111 e d ,1 r o I e . 

11 cl 1· l! i 11 £! for\\' a 1· cl .. cl pt a i n 

l1 e \ 1· o a 1· e d f o r n o 11 - e x i s t e n t 
re i 11 f o r t: n1 e 11 t .. : ·" 1-c 11 C o 1 o 11 (.: I 

I e l ,1 n ., t <) b r i n g Lt p t h e 7 t h 
re 1! i 111 e 11 t ! • • c o m b i 11 ,1 t i o 11 o f 
e 11 t 11 ti L i a ... t i c )'el I i 11 g : the \\' ,1 , , i 11 g o t­

,1 l1,1tt 1 tl a Q: order: l)a\\1 led b,1c k 
,1 n d f o rt 11 : t 11 e r o ,1 r of 2 u 11 c.l 11 d 

'-' 

1 tel Li,, tt1c illt1 ior1 <)fa stro11t?:lv-
-- ... 



48 The Magazine of the 

Viewing the cene through field glasses and deceived by this display 
of force, Custer decided that discretion was the better part of valor, and 
retreated. Charlotte ville had been spared, there had been no loss of life 
on either side, and the skirrr1ish at Rio Hill pas ed into history . 

The ladies of Charlottesville, to express their gratitude, created a 
beautiful, personalized flag based on the second national flag of the 
Confederacy. Measuring fifty-five inches by seventy-two inches and 
surrounded on three sides by a fringe wrapped in gold wire, the flag bore 
a design of painted crossed cannons and, embroidered in blue ilk thread 
the words, ''From the Ladie of Charlotte ville to Stuart' Horse Artillery 
Our Brave Defenders." Never intended to be carried in combat (size and 
weight precluded that), the flag wa to be flown in camp, carried in 
parades and used for special occasions. Nevertheless, it sustained war 
wounds, most of them received during the battle of Trevillian Station, 
about sixty miles north-west of Richmond. 

At the end of the war, the flag was never surrendered: the reason for 
that distinction brings us to Nimrod Anderson Ware-known to family 
and friends as ''Nim'' - the la t standard bearer. A tall, slender young ter, 
born in 1846 in Clarke County, Virginia, Nim's mother died early in his 
life, and from then on he was shuffled between relatives in Jefferson 
County. His father later remarried and in time Nim acquired two dearly 
loved half-sisters. As was the ca e with o many young men, north and 
south, the war curtailed his schooling and disrupted his life. In the final 
month of the war, Nim was wounded and returned to Jefferson County. 
We believe that, knowing the South was clo e to collapse, Chew gave the 
flag to Nim to take home. The ''Cause' was lost, but at least the flag 
would be in safe hands. 

Using a financial inheritance from his grandfather, Nim made valiant 
efforts to complete his education, and in 1868 he fulfilled a life-long 
ambition by graduating from the University of Maryland as a full-fledged 
doctor of medicine. 

In order to make a secure future for himself, Nim traveled to San 
Francisco where he obtained the position of ship's surgeon on a 
steamship plying between Nagasaki and Yokohama, Japan. It had been 
less than twenty years since Commodore Perry had sailed into Tokyo Bay 
and diplomatic relations were e tablished between the United States and 
Japan. There was much that was unsettling and alien to the young 
American doctor. Letters home to his little sister Margaret, are loving, 
but betray a homesickness for Virginia. He looks forward to the time 
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\\
1 l1e11 l1c c~1n retL11·11 (t1,1\1 i11g 111,icle l1i ._ ""f·c)rtL111e'") at1ll ~l1()v.1er both h1~ 

sister·\ \\1itl1 exc)tic 01·ic11t,1l l!:ift\. 

l 11 ,:i ( .. 1·t1el a11Ll t111e J)ec.'ted t1·oke of fate .. in1 f .. ell victi111 to ,111 

t1nicie11tif'ied ill11C",\ ,t11d die(i i11 I 872. He \\' ,ls 0111)' t\ e11t1-"ix ye~t1·. of 

,1ge. Fo1· 11i11e lc)11g 1car -- tl1e trt1nk co11tc1i11ir1g the fl,1g ,111d hi, n1e,1gcr 
IJ ·~1·\t111,1I IJ<)">,essi()n, .. l,1ngt1isl1ed i11 tl1c n1er1cc111 Co11st1Iate in ,1g,1 aki. 

Tl1c11. ,1b1·u1Jtl)1 , it 'A' [lS rett1r·11ecl to the Ware t',1rnil ir1 1881, aili11g or1 the 
.... ~ . R icl1r11or1d. Tl1e offic:1,11 cor1 t1l,1te cioct11ne11t of May I l .. addre~~ed 

to t 11 e ~ .. De p, 1 rt me n t <.1 f t ,l t e ·' i n W a h i 11 gt on , j de n ti f i c. the tr u n k " ~ 
C<)11te 11ts ,l\ the ··Eft~ect\ of~ Dr. Ware - an American CitiLen who died at 

'"1 g, l \ ,1 k 1 i n l 8 7 2 . • T l1 e \ e c.~ on cl i t e 111 on t l1 e I i. t re ,1 d s : 

.. -

tl1e fir· t fJO\t-\ ,11· confir111c1tic)11 tl1,1t the Cl1arlotte"\rille flag "' till exi\tecl. 

()11 Octobe1· 27 .. 1881 .. ,Jol111 F. \ are tr,1\,eled to the 1·ailroc1d depot in 
111cl1c\ter. irgi11i,1. tl1e1·e to t,1ke po\~C~<.,ion of hi\ relative· .. tru11k . 

cco1np,111)1i ng hi 111 or1 the jou1-11C)' \\' ,ts Colonel Chew. The Colonel had 
c)t'l'ered l<) p,l) tl1e e · pe11~e in, ol\1ed in bringing im ,~ effect~ from Japan 
to i11che. te1·. if' he \l/a ,1110 eci t<) ta~e owner~hip of tl1e fl,1g. Both men 

1Q11ecl tl1c co11\t1l,1te doct1111ent: Joh11 ,1re t .. c)r the trunk. Colonel Chew 
f l)t· t lit= fl ,l 2. 

p 

- -

t 

1·0111 tll"ll ti111~ Ofl. tl1e f]a~ ,1 11)\; lJ11dcr the J)fl le tit) I1 ()f tl1e c·11cvl 

f[tr11il , . 1\t <)11 ~ C)f tl1e ( 11fede1·at \1etcr,111 rcur1ior1~ , '"' Or11co11l: ut off ,1 
• 

p )ft i )11 of tl1 ~ tlaL, fri r1g a11 I ~, "' t~1r f1·c)111 tl1e ('a11t n. I 11 order l<) prc)te t 

tl1e fla~ f1·0111 fttture llLJ\1c11ir l1t1'11ter" .. he,,, cl ·idcd tl1,1t tl1e ti111e h,1d 
, 111~ to prL: er\'C tl1c fl,12 b)' J1a ,1 i11 ~ it fr,1111ed a11d 111ot1i1te I. 
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Colonel R.P. Chew in Confederate veteran's uniform 

After Colonel Chew' s death in 1921, hi family presented the flag to 
the city of Winchester. From then on, the flag was known as the ''Chew'' 
flag. In Winchester, it was displayed at different times at Stonewall 
Jackson's headquarters and al o in the Handley Library. After the 
founding of the Jefferson County Museum, it was obvious that a suitable 
home for the 'Chew' flag in Charles Town was now available. It had 
been the expressed wish of the Colonel' daughter, Miss Margaret Chew, 
that the flag be returned to Charles Town. In order to fulfill this wish, the 
combined efforts of Colonel Chew's niece, Mrs. Phillip Daw on, Mr. 
Edgar Whiting and Mr. Roger Perry, were instrumental in bringing the 
flag from the Handley Library to what is now its permanent home. 
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The deci ion to conserve the ''Chew'' flag was made during the 
winter months of 2004 and 2005. After approximately ninety-six years 
hanging in its magnificent gilt frame, the flag showed unmistakable 
signs of drooping and other forms of deterioration. Backed with 
cardboard mounted on a flimsy wooden grid support, it wa a miracle 
that flag and mounting had not parted company years before. 
Postponement wa not an option. 

For a econd opinion the museum contacted the Conservation Center 
of the National Park Service (NPS) at Harper Ferry. As a department 
of the United States Government, the NPS could not undertake the 
restoration for u , but they could, and did, provide excellent advice. 
As istant manager of the Conservation Department, Martin Burke, 
referred us to his associate Jane Merritt who would examine the flag 
and offer her recommendations. Ms. Merritt was extremely helpful, 
patiently describing the appropriate conservation process. Her 
assessment of fabric damage was encouraging· the flag was in relatively 
good condition although extremely dirty. Much of this dirt was the 
re ult of depo its from coal and wood burning fires, but the particles 
could be removed with gentle cleaning. Some threads from old repairs 
would have to be cut to relieve strain on the fabric. In short, the flag 
was feeling its age and ''needed to put its feet up!'' to quote Jane 
Merritt. 

The final step in the restoration process would be to place the flag in 
a pressure mount. This method is described in Ms . Merritt's 
publication: '' Flag Preservation and Display. '~ To quote: ''The pre ure 
mount system relies on creating pressure between a rigid support, 
padding, and an acrylic glazing to create an essentially benign mount 
that will hold a flag in place and can be removed at anytime .... " 

Ms. Merritt provided us with a short-list of three con ervators, all of 
whom conserve textiles for major museums and military academies. 
From this li st we selected Fonda Thomsen, director and founder of 
Textile Preservation Associates, Inc. ba ed in Sharpsburg, Maryland. 
Conveniently clo e to Charles Town, proximity had a definite 
attraction: the flag could be hand-carried and so would not be travelling 
any great distance. 

An appointment wa made and after a two-hour examination of the 
flag, M . Thomsen left to prepare her recommendation a11d al o her 
estimate of the total co t of restoration. This estimate was $7 673. It 
was decided to raise the necessary fund privately, by contacting 
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0 c t () be 1· 5 . T l1 i s s tt n1 p u t ti . • • o v e 1· t 11 t o p • f' i 11 ,1 n c i a 11 . W h at ,1 

t re 111 e 11 cl o LI s re I i e f i t \ ,1 .. : 11 o " ' t h e f. i 11 a I ,1 g re e 1n c 11 t bet \Vee 11 t 11 e '-' 
, 11 '"" 1·,1,lt()rs ,111d the 111u\et1111 could be ig11ed. On December I 6 the 

ti 111e }1,1ci a1·ri veJ t·(>r tt1e n1,t .. ~i \ e ""Che\v'" flag to b t,1ke11 down f1·01n the 
\\1est \\1,111 of· tl1e 111u,ct1111 .. gc11t)) rt=n10\ ed f·14 om it protecti\1e fran1e and 
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Flag out of the frame 
STEVE MESERVE PHOTO 

The flag had to wait its turn before the staff of Textile Prese1vation 
could begin the conservation process. The museum staff was encouraged 
to visit and watch the expe1is at work-what a privilege that was! The 
quiet , professional atmo phere of the laboratory was both a revelation 
and a fascination. 

What follows is an abbreviated description of the con ervation 
proce s. With her permis ion, some of the wording is taken from the 
original Treatment Report by Cathy Heffner. Under the terms of the 
agreement made between the mu seum and Textile Preservation 
As ociate , Inc., the Analysis Report must remain confidential. 

The methods u ed in treating the Chew flag were conservative: a light 
vacuum cleaning using a machine with minimal suction and tiny tate-of­
the-art attachments; a meticulous , inch-by-inch hand cleaning method 
known a ''dry sponging' ' -executed by placing small latex sponges on 
the flag fabric to absorb contaminants, such as soot, that were not 
removed by the vacuuming. Finally, to relax the fabric and remove 
creases the flag was humidified by light misting with distilled water. 

Now came the mounting procedure. A soft, padded panel was 
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prep,1red u~i11g buf'f'cred, c.l('id free c.~,11·dboard co,,erecl with 11on-vlo en 
pol )'ester batting and cl \\1asl1ed t111hleacl1ed, 1·i r1e cotton f,tbric. The flag 
\V,t ,1tt,1 'h d tc) the IJadcied p,1r1el \\1itl1 l)llC rO\\' of \titching: the fri11ge was 

ccJ111bcd to l,11 out fl,1t. e t .. a \l1eet of acr)1lic glazing p1-o\ ided with an 
t1lt1-a- iol t light filter \\ c.l~ l,1id o,·er tl1e fl,tg. The e11tire u11it as plc1ced 
i11 lii~t.. u11khot1~cr· \ tllu1ninu111 a11gle frame with ,1n alumint11n back for 
suppo1·t. Later, whe11 flag .. prc\~ure n1ount ,111d fratn were ret1nited in the 
111 u , c t11n .. t l1 e re ti I t re , e In b 1 e <l a n o I d - f ,1 h i o n e d ~ \ h ado w b o x .. '' 

indi~ tingui hablc to tl1e ca\u,1I ob\erver from the original mounting. 
aI1)' thco1-ic h,1d i ~led reg~11·di11g the corn po itio11 of the flag. We 

no had tl1 ,111 "' ~/e1·: cottoI1 .. \\ ool .. ,111d ,1 Vvool /ccJtto11 blend fa bric and 
cc)tto 11 tape. The tl1read Ll ~ed \.\' ,l~ cottoI1 line11 ,ind blue I ilk-the ilk for 
tl1c e111broidered letteri11g. 

Tl1 eagerly ,111ticip,1tecl dcl whe11 the tl<1g 1·etu1-11ed to the mu et1m wa 
Jul)' ~ _Q05. ~ i11ce tl1e tlc1g ~/a ~ 110 i11 ,l rigid f'r·an1e, a dit'ferent metl1od 
of· tr«111~po11c:1tion l1ad to be de ised. Tha11k~ to kind and gene1·ou .. friend\ 
of· th I11u "et1111 tl1is l1urdle \J./,\\ . peed ii)' 0\1erco111e. A p'"1nel truck wa 
rented ,t 11 d d r i \' e 11 to t 11 e h ,1 r p burg I ab o 1·a to f ) ' . W i th the h l p of the 
n1u,eL1n1 '-.t,tff .. tt1e ~"C'he\v"" tl,1g wa'-> can·ied \afely ho111e. Waiting i11 tl1e 
111lt "' eu111 '-'' <-l ... lit·t· Fu11kl1ou~e1~ .. 1- ad)' to gi,1e the final toucl1: reuniti11g the 
fl,1g \\1itl1 its origi11al gilt-\Vl)Od fra111e. 

i.., 4-, ~ 

v itl1 tl1e •• l1e\ ~, fltlt! once ag,1i11 h,1ngi11g i11 it~ accti to1ned place, \\C 

111,1r\1elled ~tt tl1e dclic,1c) of' tt1c con~er ~•tor " work. The exce~s of dirt .. 
\Vl1ich for s > l011g I1,td 111~11·red tl1e tl,1g.. ,lf)pe,1rar1ce .. \\.,1 .. go11e .. wl1ile old, 
<l c e p J -e 111 b ~ d d e d .. t a i 11 ~ re 111 tl 1 11 e d - i 11 k e IJ i 11 g w i t 11 T e t i I e 

f)rc cr,1,ttic)11 ·" cor1\Cr\1·1ti ,,c 111etl1()cl~ . Tt1e tla~ .. " ,111cier1t battle scar .. were 
"till , t'-.thlc it '"' ··ptrso11alit)1·~ i11t,1ct. 

Tl1e fir'-.t-e\er ,1tte1111Jt b)' tl1e Jet ferso11 ot1nty u eun1 to 1noL111t ,1 
pri ,,cite f·t111d-1·,1i ~ i11g e11terp1·i e i11 order to cor1~er\ e 011e of· tl1e t1seu111 • "-

111tl t tre,1st1rctl ()O , e M~:ic>I1 '"' h(1d bec11 LlCCe\ t·ully cc)r1cluded. F1·01n 

bet.i1111i11g to e11d .. \'le h,1J bee11 111gt1Jarl)' r·ortt111 ·1te. The eI1courage111eI1t 
,lil I 1·cc."(1111111c11ciation: rccei\ ed 1~ro111 tl1e , 1c1tic)11~1I Park er ice a11d J(111e 

1l e1·1·itt .. \\1e1·e i11 trL1111c11t,1l 111 cli1-ecti11g ti, to Fo11d,1 Tho1n"en. ath)' 

fl e ft 11 e 1· . C l i ft <) 11 u 11 k 11 C) ti s r a 11 J t h e , \' o 11 d e r f' ti I : l a ff o f Te x t i J e 
Pr~ t:r,1~1ti<)r1. '"fh, 111,1 111,, a lr11i1-er of bott1 tl1e ... ht:\\' .. flag ,111d the -
Jeff.t:r )Jl (_""'c u11t)' us t1111, brought ir1 11ot 0111)1 tt1e I1ece , f)' fu11d , but 
,ll O pr \liueJ 1l1t: l)fc\Cti 'ell a I taI1 ~ \\'C }1ad to ha,,e. ~l .. o t:\fCf)1bOd)' 

in\10l\1ed. our t1ea11fe]t tl1ar1k . gallar1t t11·\1i,, r of th, t tr,l£!ic period i11 

111 c 1· i c an l11 t o r )' .. t h t: f I a g 11 a l e d a 11 c • t r .. l o rd i n a r )' a 11 d o I o r f Lt I 
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. MARK REINHART PHOTO 
Author Susan Collins and Burwell Ware 

existence: it survives because of the dedication of two men-Confederate 
Lieutenant Colonel Roger Preston Chew whose name the flag bears, and 
Private, in civilian life Doctor Nimrod Anderson Ware. Their memorie 
will remain evergreen, thank to all the good people who e generosity 
en ured a bright future for the second national Confederate flag of 
Stuart's Horse Artillery, the' Chew'' flag. 

Susan Collins has bee11 curator of the Jefferson County Mi,seum since 
1996 and resides in Berkele)' County. 
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Finding History: Brown-Shugart House 
by· l1,t1-it)1 Beth Long 

bot1t ~ ever1 ea1·c-., ago~ 111 l1u\b,111d <tnd I \Cttled do\~/n a~ ne\vlywed .. 

i11 ,1 tovlnhou c in t rli11g, i1·gi11ia. Before cry long v\ e realized that 
w 1ni \ eel the qt1,1i 11 t hi \. toric town .. of our pa ~ts. I grew up in 1nal] 

to'A1n\ f·1·0111 the city of l iirtin\burg. est irgi11ia to Cha111berc-.,burg, 

P 11 n "' )' l ,, a 11 i a . Ke i 11 'A as r a I e d i 11 t l1 e o rt 11 em i r g i n i a LI b tl r b but had 
at tend d college in Frcderick~bur·g. irginia. A\ ou11g adult .. we met in 

th \L1pe1· 111c1ll tow11 of E,1 t H,1ddam .. Connecticut where we were both 

i 11te1·n, ,lt the Gc>od. peed Opera Hou~e. a re tared theater that wa. bt1ilt in 

1876. e l011gcd to find f111 hi .. toric co1n1nu11it because Vv'e \\ anted to 

li\1 in ,1 ()lace where t'a1nilies g[1thered on porches and 'A1here neighbor 
chatted o er JJicket t~e11ce~. That \Va\ not ou1· real it) in terling clnd we 

a11te<l 11101·e f·1·t1111 our l1c)n1e a11d our town. 

cl e c 1 ~ 1 on ha cl been 111 ,1 cl e ,1 n ci v..1 e \ t cl 1· t c d Io o king for t 11 e perfect 
hi "' toric l1ou ~. fter e ing se ritl hou~e. th,1t our agent touted a .. being 
hi toric ith ,ti I the ,11ncnitie\ v.l e bcc,1rne di couraged. We were being 
ho n older propertic th,tt l1acl been rcnov,1ted and mc1ny of the 

proJJ rtie , h(1d bee11 "' tripped of their l1i\toric interior feature . o, we 

. t,1rteci I clk111g at fi ·er-upper\ in the hop . th,1t we 'A1ould find a propert) 
th~1r 1·et,1i11eu 111 st ot' 1t hi .. --- tori ch,lra ter .. and nc)t ju ,t the outer fa~ade .. 
but the i11te1·io1· a \ el I. e Joc)k.ed t'or well 0\1er ,1 ear as rnarket price .. 

0,11· cl ,111d tl1e "' ize of ot1r dr an1 hou e shrar1k in iz again and again. 

V..' \ 1entu,tl l)' ga\1 tip looking. It eemed at the time that ot1r dream wa 

un,.1ttai r1,1b le. We beea11 pla11 to t1pd,1te our terl i ng townhou~ e and 
dabbled \Vith the ilit a of bu)1inQ a re11tal property omewhere in the 

hi" to1·ic· ,1re~1 <)f l a11111 ~·burg. Eventually that plan di~ ipated a\ well. 
J u t \\'he 11 , \' e 11 ,1 d re i g 11 d our l ,, e to I iv i n g i n a n co n1 m u n i t i 11 a 

ne,,,er ll()ll ~ e f 't)1· tllt; tore eeable futt1re. I ~:potted a )i\ting 011line for ,1 

11 o ti e th ,1 t 11 a LI b 11 o r1 the 111 ark t t ,1 , o up I l) f )' e ,1 r ear I i er . T 11 I i .. t i 11 g 

read. 1o, It r1c)tJ I11dced. Tl11 tir1e f1·a1ned \l ictori,1n Beauty \\1a built i11 

l 3 b , . Clrrc t Washi111...to11 Brc.1\ r1. a pro111i11e11t harle~ To\v11 attorne)' .., 

a11d ,, tr,1ditio11ally r t"crrcd to ,1 tl1e Br0\\111- hug,t1·t Hou . R n1i11i • ·e11t 

t-- the pcrit)d. the ho1ne include t·1ndi11e t: c11n roof. fireplct e .. . turned 
pcJ t .. c tc11 i,,e pt)r ·11 ,incl a lar2e. formal ballrc)on1 011 the fir t floor . 
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Clas ic wood floors throughout. The magnificent 13x 21 foyer features 
an exceptionally carved staircase and an int1·icate mantle. Among the 
pacious rooms are 6 bedrooms, 3.5 baths and a large recreation room. 

This lovely home has a little something for everyone." Other parts of the 
Ii ting included the statements, 'owners have di mantled kitchen'' and 
' seller to include appliance allowance'' and then it seemed obvious to me 
that we had found our untouched historic fixer-upper. 

It tum out that a couple from Lee burg had purchased the property 
and had begun work on the house. After troubles with the renovations 
they decided that a fixer-upper was not for them and decided to sell the 
house. So, less than two years later it was re-listed. The first time I saw 
the house online I tried to convince Kevin to go see the house with me. 
Unfortunately, Kevin did not want to commute from West Virginia so we 
did not vi it the house. At the time we had primarily been looking in 
Fredericksburg. This time, he still had his reservations about a commute 
from West Virginia but I convinced him to go see the house on Samuel 
Street in Charles Town. 

The Brown-Shugart House was the untouched beauty of which I had 
dreamt about for years. The house was a traditional Victorian, filled with 
winding taircases and a footprint similar to a maze. The house wa in 
major di repair. The gutters were rusted, the front porch was falling in 
wallpaper wa peeling from the walls and ceilings, the kitchen had been 
gutted to the studs, the furnace wa ancient and the plumbing obsolete 
and did I mention the leaking roof ? Thi ''fine framed Victorian'' had 
more problems than we could count but when I looked at her I did not 
see the drawbacks. I aw the wood paneling, the Victorian gilt mirrors, 
the original window , doors clawfoot tubs and iron inks. I aw the 
Victorian mantles and bulls-eye molding and the wrought iron fence and 
gate. It was apparent that very little had changed about the house since 
the Victorian era. Aside from a room on the main floor that had been 
conve1ied into an in-law type suite, probably sometime in the 1940s, the 
house was through and through Victorian. To top it off the hou e wa on 

• the Charles Town Walking Tour. In my mind this wa the perfect hou e 
and it took very little convincing for Kevin to agree. 

Kevin and I instantly put an offer on the house and in a couple month 
we were beginning the re toration. It was important to me that as we 
marched forth, that we keep a much of the original character as was 
possible and when we had to make changes that we kept them in step with 
the existing features. In the case of the kitchen, we had door and window 
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tr i 111 re p) i c ,1 t e d c.111 d \ e u s e cl r c JJ rod u ct i c) 11 l i g l1 t i 11 g ,l n d hard w a 1·e . Th c 
r·ront JJC)1·cl1 floor \ as repai1·eci b U'-.i11g traditio11al t <.111gt1e ,111d g1·oc)\ e pine 
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SARAH SEEMAN PHOTO 
Forrest W. Brown's house in Charles Town 

street that wa a simple two story with bay window, small porch and 
door. In her grandfather' day the house included a ci tern, a billiards 
room in the basement with a tin ceiling (small remnants remain today), 
gas lighting, and that the ballroom addition and the bedroom above it 
were built to ''accommodate furniture bought at a sale in Washington­
came from the Rus ian embassy." The bathrooms on the back addition of 
the house had been designed as ''his'' and ''hers,' and ''hi '' bathroom 
included a very large bathtub, while Forrest's bride Emma Beverly 
Tucker's bathroom was appointed with a more diminutive tub. The room 
that had become the in-law suite was built as FWB's study and the room 
in the front of the house with the bay window was Emma's parlor where 
she regularly played Canasta. 

From Sarah and Lilian I learned that the stone walls around the 
property and many of my neighbors properties were quarried from the 
lands behind the house where the Veterans Park is now located. Thi land 
was part of a working farm into the 20th century complete with cattle. 
FWB had hopes of having his family settle around him and to that end 
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JJreI ;.1rccl tl1 lots <11·ot111d the .. ~,t111ucl tr et ht)use and e entu,1lly naming 
tl1 ,11·ec1 -~B1·0\vt1\1 ill _ .... He (J,11d 1'01· thel"e in1pro e1nent " vlith the ea1·ni 11g 

frc)111 l1i~ i11,1e --- t111e11t i11 tl1e H,11-p -rs Ferr)' a11d Potomac Bridge Co1npa1111 

\\
1 l1i 'h bc)t1el1t tl1e B011111,111 de~ig11ed Baltimc)re Ohio raiJ1-()ad bridge in 

I-I,1r·1 ~•·s Fc1·1· ,111d tL1mcd it into ,1 toll bridge for the highVv'ay. 
~ 111111,1 a11d I~orre. t 11,ld one . on. r"orre\t ugu\tU~ wl10 fallowed in hi 

f~,1tl1er·~ r·o(Jt,tcp~ .. beco111i11g an attc..)r11e)1 and e e11tually taking ove1· the 
r11,111c1ge111e11t of the H,1rper CIT)' and Poton1ac Bridge Co. Although the 
~t~1te c)f [11·)1 l,111d tried to take tl1e b1·idge from the company f'or use as a 
f '1cc hi~h\\' ~l)' bridg...:. tl1e Bollm,l11 tru~._, \ remc1ined under tl1e ow11er hip 
of· tl1e f J,11·1)er, Fe1·r)' ,111d Potc)1n,1c B1·idge Con1pany until it de t1·ucti()n in 

tl1e flo d <)f .. J 9 6. <)11·e~t ugLt\tU~ 1n,11Tied Lilian Gorham and \ett)ed 
do\,1 11 n xt cfoc)r i11 Iii"- g1·c.111dparentl hou~e a11d upon the de,1tl1 of hi~ 
p,11· 11t . rc11tcd ot1t l1i f',1the1·

11

"- hot1~e to Leland a11d Mild1·ed huga11. 

l ·clrrest ugt1stu ventt1all .. t)ld tl1e hot1\ ,it 633 ot1th amuel t1·eet '-" 

I "iii an (111cl F c>rr t . Br<>\\'O 
, 'ith bah , arah .. 

to the hugart~ vvho lived in 
the hou e with their 
dat1ghter "' Roxa11nc and 
B cl r b a r a for m ,1 n )' ye a r . 
Lela11d died in 1976 but 
1 i 11 ie Ii ,,ed i 11 the hou~e u11ti I 

1995 'A1hen ~he pa~c..ed aw<1)' 

at the golden age ot .. 100. I 
an1 .. t11·e the.it it wa~ du1-ing her 
latter )'ear that the hou c 
he g,111 tc) fal I i 11to poor 1·epair" 

bu t I ,1 111 al l o \ u re th at her 
I<) 11 g )'ear.. he Ip c d to pro t e t 

th l1ou e fro111 i 11congruou 

rer10\1atior1 and update~. 

itl1 i11forn1ation t·rc)r11 the 
Br0\\.1 11 t",1111il\.r in ha11d. I \\'a\ 

..,/ 

111 o t i ,, a t e d t o l o o k for 
l1 i ~ t o ·r i c cl I re c o rd .. () f t l1 t= 

hot1 ,c a11d the ou11g attorne)' 
f' o r \\' 11 o n1 t h e h o u , e \\' a s 
bt1 i It. I traced back the deed 
t() f"i 11d ot1 t that tt1e 1 and \ c:l S 

J) t11· c 11 ,1 e d fro m F () r re ~ t • .. ---
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mother Annie Steptoe Washington on March 3, 18 85, the same year of his 
marriage to Emma. My husband and I were only the fifth family to own 
the house and three of those families had owned the property since the 
1990 . With an idea in mind of when the house may have been built, I 
started researching through historical newspapers for more infor1nation. I 
found a note in the March 17, 1885 i ue of the Spirit of Jefferson that 
read 'Forrest W. Brown, Esq., we learn, will erect a handsome dwelling 
on his lot on Samuel Street extended, adjoining Judge Green's." On 
March 20, 1885 the Virginia Free Press wrote that ''Julius C. Holmes has 
contracted to build a dwelling home for Mr. F. W. Brown, and Mr. J. W. 
Butt will tin-roof the ame.' By April of 1885, both paper reported that 
the frame had been constructed and in June the Spirit reported: ''The new 
dwellings of Messrs. Forrest W. Brown and S. Stofer are approaching 
completion, and begin to present a very attractive appearance." 

In no time, I had discovered when the house was built and who had 
actually constructed it. I was ec tatic, but I did not top there. I wanted 
to know when the additions were built and who had added them. Thi 
was a more difficult task becau e we had no idea when the additions 
might have been built. Kevin and I sur1nised that the additions were built 
before 1900 and that they must not have been built too long after the 
original construction. 

We went to the library and tarted searching the newspapers again 
beginning with the microfilm of the Spirit from 1890-92. After hours of 
scrolling, Kevin hit gold. February 25, 1890 the Spirit of Jefferson 
accounted, ''Mr. J.C. Holmes has contracted to build an addition to the 
1·esidence of Forrest W. Brown, Esq." and by September 23, the paper 
notes that ''Mr. W.W. Johnson has finished painting and papering the 
elegant dwelling of Forrest W. Brown Esq." The Virginia Free Press 
wrote on October 1 that ''a commodious addition to the residence of F. W. 
Brown, Esq., wa built by Mr. J.C. Holmes and the painting completed in 
handsome style, a few days ago, by Mr. W.W. John on." Lilian's and 
my assumptions had been confirmed. What had started out as a small two 
story house had grown into a ''commodious'' three-story with a ballroom 
and sweeping verandas. 

The paper trail on the house seems to have ended there, although I am 
still looking for more evidence of the past. I have continued my research 
by studying Forrest W. Brown and have learned that he was one of the 
founders of the Charles Town Mining Manufacturing and Improvement 
Company which established what i now Ranson. The Company was 
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fclt1 r1clecl i11 1 9() ,111d pt1rcl1,i ~ed 850 <:lc1·c for 1·e~idential a11d commerci,11 
le\' I 1)111e11t. 1.,ht: C >rllJ),11111 built what i now Ran\on ity· Hall and the 

f'c)1·111er I lotel J)ovl l1 ~, 1~1 11 botl1 bt1ilt by Juliu~ . Holme, . 
v e ,. (J r1 t i 11 tic to 1· e \ l o 1· e a 11 cJ re c ,1 r c h . The pro c e i 1 o w and 

(}111 ti111c" 1·l1 t1·ating bt1t \\e f·eel that \\re are making a difference. We 
l1,1,1e 1·cpl,tcecl tt1e plu111bi11g~ t~10 of tl1e 1·oot' , (there are ~even total ) 
i 11st[t I J 1 l ,1 r1 t:. \\1 bt>i ler ,ind tl1e I 1 ~t goe\ on. We ti 11 ha e many thing left 
to ,1 ( 1111Jl1~l1 begi1111i11g ,vith tl1e r11ai11 roof and fini hing the ~tripping 
a11 I 1·ep,li11 ti11 g ()f tl1c ~i<.li11g. e ,1l~o ha,,e hope" to recover . ome item 
tl1,1t l1,1,1e beer1 lo"t fro rn the hot1 .. like the Ru i,1n Emba sy bed and a 

ici "'(;r\1a11ts • gate. Vv'e c~11111ot find the ci . te111 but we plc1n to in tall a 

11e\\' c> 11e \\1l1c11 \\' replc.1ce th g utter~. We a1·e 1·e taring the window to 
111,1k tl1e111 fu 11ctio11 c.1 l agc1i11 bccau~e \\'e current!)' ha e no plan to install 

e 11t1·l1I ,1ir- 'O l1Liitio11i11g. 
Ke\1 i11 c.111cl I l1t1\1e t1·c.1\1eled a long ro,1d i11 di~co,1ering our place in 

t1i tot·)' . l1t:11 I tl1i11k b,1ck to tl1e indig11ant r·eal e tate agent that was 
p~1·plexcci b)' our di --dai n of tl1c \,~hi ~to1Aic , .. hon, ~ with fre hly renovated 
i11te1·i<Jr 1 a111 s,1Lidc11ed. In the cu11·ent "I.green~~ climate, adverti i11g tr·ie 
to c~or1\1 i11ce tt .._ tl1,1t 11e\\' i .. better ar1cl 1nore efficient a11d it is only recently 
tl1 f1t t:X (J 1·ts ,11·t: [lL1·eei 11g tt1at old i ., 11ot nece .. ar4 ily un u tainable. Expert 
like ~,1rl ~1ef,t11te t11·c spearhe,1cli11g the green re to1·ation mo e1nent by 
Jc ' lari11~ th~1t ·· 111e greencL. t building is the C)ne that i . already built.'' 
\\111 '11 I l1c,tr<l r .... lefa11te peak at the ational lliance of Pre er\ ,1tion 

0 11.11111 ,io11s Foru111 i11 C\ Orlean in Ju]~ .. I 1wa" o proud to ~ee him 
J)i ~tt1re a \1 ictc)1·i,t11 l1ot1\e 111t1ch like m) O\\'n and declare that it \\ a~ a very 

11 rg)' t; ft i ie11 t n1oclcl. 
I I 11 l Ol l.: , ,11· ' 111 ~l de o tit of 11 at u r a 1 n1 ate rial w h i ch a re ea i l y 

fL'I i111"t1~d or rc11,1ired \Vl1icl1 111ea11 '-) le s \\1a,tc in la11c.lfill . Typical new 
\,1i le,,,,.. n1~1 le of~ ,1 itl)' I a1·e 11 cJt rep,1ir~1ble a11d mu . .-·t be rep laced whe n 
broke 11 . l Io,,1e\ ~1. \\'(Joel \\1i11d \\ \ an be r·c1)airecl \.\'ith \itnple c,1rpe11try 

' tr1cl hi,, 11 ~t t1L \\' lec.1 e <)11 Ii£ \\1itl1 11e\\' gl:1zi112 a11d paint. .. long ,1 they 
a1· 111 --1i11t,1ir1e I .. tt1e,1 '~111 l,t,t i 11 lcfi111ttl)' . ood tlo<)r car1 be a11ded clnd 
1· - fi 11 i 11 I 111,111)' ti111e b f< re 11 eding to be repl,1ced. R c)ofi r1g i\ ,111other 

p1,1 \\111 ~r\;; ol I r 11 :1111t.: p1·0,1c their ~ t1 ~t·1i11,1b1lit)1 • late roof~ can l,1 t 

r·cJr ,1t:r ()11 ,l1t111 lrt: I )'C~1r or r11or a11cl 111etal roof·.._ cc1 11 be rep,1ire<l tin1e 
,111 I ti,11 agai11. 01111Ja1·e tl1at \\1 itl1 the ·1 J)l1,tlt shin2le LI ~ed tc)da)' th,1t 
11 e r 111 ,1 11 ' 11 ,1 \ ' ' (l l i t I • p t a n l. <) f I e t h ,111 t ·o rt y ) c ,11· . B e ) ' o 11 d t l1 e 

111at ri r1I tl1at \\' 1· ti ed i11 olLlcr l10111e ("011 trt1cti<)11, old hot1 ~ c.",ln als 

r·c ' l l ll r 11 • r l )' a 11 d 111 ( Tl t; ) ' r-. ,l \ I i 11 g ft'. ,1 l ll 1· c.. • Id 11 ll C \\

1 ere al 0 
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Charity and Kevin Long 

designed to tay cool in the summer without the need of air-conditioning. 
Working window interior transom windows and central towers were 
some of the ways that houses kept cool through the heat of umme1·. 
Many vintage homes were also built with cisterns that held gray water 
that was used for cleaning and laundry tasks. All these feature add 
together to form a sustainable picture of pre-modem era homes. 

I love our center tower and wood windows. I cannot imagine 
replacing the ornate steam radiators or covering the floor with wall-to­
wall carpet. So many people have come up to me and asked ''couldn't 
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) 'CllJ jL1~t bt1 __ ,\ 11e\ l1ot1 .. e•1·· c111d rll)' ,tll\\Ver i "")•e"~ ¼'e could h~1\1c_, .. Btit 

\\' e di (l not . 1\ n e \V l1 () Lt e b Ll i I t t ocl ,t )' ti\ LI ,1 l l does 11 o t ha\' c the \\' a I·In th or 

be,ltJt of <111 t)l(ler l1c)111c. E\ en \\/ ith ot11· old l1ot1~e Vve cou)d t1t1ve traded 
ot1r \\ i11Jo\\.1 s r·or vir11 I rcplacen1e11t~ c.t11c.l we Cl)ttld l1,1 e replaced ()Ur f()Of \ 

'"' ith ,1~pl1,1lt .. l1i11g)e\. It \V()Ltld cert,1i11])1 11,1 c bee11 ea\icr. HcJ\.\e\1er" we 
decicJ~d to rc\tc)re the ll<)lI\e to it~ origi11al appeara11ce ,ind luckil),. scl 
rnanj' pe()ple l1a\1e cl1eered u 011 and \upported ti, ju\t whe11 we needed it 
1110\t. 

Tl1e Brow11- l1t1ga1·t House i\ k11ow11 for the r·i1· ., t tVv<) t·a1nilie~ that 
i11l1<1bited the hou'ie. Fo1Tc t W. Brown bt1ilt thi hou<ie to be the center of 

~1 ne\\' 11ei ghb()rhood e11 i ioned ,t~ ~~ B 1·0~ n \ il le~ ,1nd I a1n u1·e that he 
'--

pl,111ned t·or hi\ home to urvive fo,· generations. ltl1ough hj~ de cen-

da11t clid nc)t \Cttle here as he held p)~11111ed ~ a fa1nily oriented cornmunity 

did de\1elop O\er the )'ea1·s. The ht1ga1·ts helpecl in thi~ effort by opening 

tl1e l10U\C to 11eigl1bor\ for l10I ida)' and eve11t . The partie~ thr·own in the 

ballroon1 hy' !Jillie n1,1de the l1ouse t~amou\ locctll . Millie th1·e\\' p,11·tie~ 
for dec,1cles t111til she cot1ld 110 lo11ger do it her~elf a11d the 11eighbor\ came 
in (111d thre\\' thc1n fo1· l1cr. Tl1e e s,1me 11eighbor keep a\ki11g ,ne when 
\\C , . ill re lore tl1,1t tr,1ciit1c)n ,1nd I t .. t1ll., intencl to grant their reqtie~ t once 

the 1·c~tor,1tior1s are complete. 
rn ,1z i n g I)' .. the ht) use h ,1 ~ u r i \ e d for one l1 u n d red t we 11 t y-three year·~ 

a11d throt1gh the ~\A.'C~lt and h,1rcl \\'C)rk. of 1n,1r1y people~ \\e hope that it will 
urvi,1e i11to a 11c\ ,111<l po~~ibl)' gree11er er,1. "' t~o1· Ke\1in clnd I .. we have 

f"ou11d the C<)1111nunity fo1· \\1hich we \\1cre ,earching. o often ~e it 011 

tl1c JJ01· ~1, h,1ri11g cc)cktail c:111cl C<)n\1er ,1tior1 Vlith neighbo1·s .. (",1111il a11d 
fr i e n d ~ . T () t 11 1 s cl • 1 ) ' .. I h a ,, e 11 c; \ ' e r f o u 11 d ,1 n t h i 11 g t o e 11 c o u r a g e 

c ,111n1L1r1it like a \1ictoric111 JJ()rch. 

/1c11·i1_, /J e t/1 l-1011g i L~ <l JJ1·i, {lie i rJ ice 1e c1c·l1e 1· JJe ·il1li: i11 ... ~ i11 C<JI11 e I11JJ<JI·£1I·_,1 

(J111111e1·l·ic1/ 11111sic L\·t, le._'). ..\l1e r e cIc l1e .. i:; i11 l1 e 1· /1 {J111 e t/1 e B1--<Jl\l Jl -l /111 1c1,~1 

Hol1 .. ,· i11 /1c11·le s '/,Ji1 ·11 , \\1est \l i1·g i11ic1 . CJ1c11·it) c/e,,(J/e I11cII1., /1 0 1,1·.s f<J 

/1i~·t (J1·ic 1;1·e ...... e I·, c11io 11 i11itit11i1 .\, . /11 /1 , . "/JCI1·e 1i111<~. ·111,~it) 1 c111 ( / l1t~,­

l111 .. f/J(111{/ c11·e ! CJ \ i11 (~l.)· I·e .. ·10 1·i11 7 1l1 ei1· l1 rJ 111 e \t l1ic l1 i L, fec111,1· cl i,1 1l1e 
("/1c11·/e T<.J\t 11 f-li .. 10 1·i • \~1c1/ki11 ) 7 t 1111· . l1c11·it\ c1l.\·o .. e ,·, e .. c1ly c1 111e 111/Je1· -
of 1l1e l1c11·/e ,.. T rJ i\ 11 /·Ii 10 1·ic La11c/111c11·k .~ 0111111i . i 11 . 
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John F. Kennedy's Speech at the 
Charles Town Race Track 

by Walter Washington 

West Virginia played a key role in the 1960 Democratic pre idential 
race. On April 27 of that year the political potlight wa on Jefferson 
County when Ma achusetts Senator John F. Kennedy spoke to a large 
evening rally at the Charle Town Race Track. Kennedy's rival for the 
party's nomination were Senators Hubert H. Humphrey of Minnesota, 
Lyndon B. Johnson of Texa , Stuart Symington of Missouri and for1ner 
Governor Adlai E. Stevenson of Illinois (the party's un ucce sful 
nominee in 1952 and 1956). However, only Kennedy and Humphrey 
were on the ballot in West Virginia. The primary date wa May 10. 

Party bo ses in the Democratic Party till played a decisive role in the 
selection of a presidential nominee in 1960. Only 16 tates had full and 
open primaJ·ie . Of these, Kennedy had entered five and Humphrey had 
entered even. The junior senator from Massachusetts was viewed by 
many of the power broker as too young and inexperienced to head the 
party' ticket in November. His Roman Catholic religion was seen as an 
additional ob tacle to his electability. Kennedy hoped to use the primaries 
to prove his viability as a national candidate. The first 1·eal contest 
between the two men came in the Wisconsin primary on April 5. Kennedy 
won with 56 per cent of the vote. We t Virginia was the next test. 

The population of Jefferson County in 1960 was 18 655. There were 
9,491 registered voter . Democrat en joyed a three-to-one advantage in 
party regi tration, with 6 976 regi tered voter compared to 2,168 
Republicans. Adlai Stevenson had carried the county in the 1952 
Presidential election but had lost the county to the incumbent President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956. 

Gathering local interest in the 1960 De1nocratic conte t was reflected 
in a February 25 editorial in the Spirit of Jeffer·son Farmers Advocate 
entitled 'Welcome to the Candidates," which presaged the importance of 
the upcoming Kennedy/Humphrey howdown in the Mountain State. It 
also hinted, perhap , at the darker undercurrents of the conte t: 

Earlier thi week repre entative and ambas ado1~s of Senator John 
F. Kennedy were in Jefferson County promoting the que t of the 



Jeffcrsc)r1 ot111t)' 1-li~tcJri ;ti 
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\V : 11 g I fl 11 d l e £ i s 1 ,1 tor f c) r t l1 e De 111 o c r ,1 t 1 c 11 o rn i n at i o 11 f o 1· the 
J)rc~1der1c . Tl1o~e c:lJJpe,tri11g l1erc l1c1\1e ~ t,1ted thc1t enatc)1· Kc11ne(ly 
pl,1n" tc) Cl)n1e l1e1·e per\()I1ctll)1 in 111id- pril .. f'ol lo\\1ing tl1e crucial 

i s c C) 11 \ i 11 I) rim ,t 1· . We 'A' e I co 1n e t l1 i s 11 e v.1 .. : at the ~ ,l 111 e ti 111 e we 

l1ope ,e11,1to1· Hu1111)hrey .. " 'ho l1#1s al~c) entered the We\t i1·ginic1 

JJrir11,1ry .. \\1ill incltide ,l pe1·so11,1l vi\it to Jef1'er\011 Cou11ty <)11 hi 
it i11er,11·)1. 11d \l/e w i 11 C\1e11 go c:l \tep t·t1rthe1· clnd ex pre~ the l1opc 

tl1#'1t Sc11,1tor 1()1111~011 ,111cl Ser1~1tor y111i11gtc)11 will ]ik.e\lv i~e ho11or u ~ 

with tl1eir JJrc~er1ce. 

\ \~l e 11 ,1 \ e t) b ~ c r e d o 11 t }1 i s J) a g. e be f o re .. o LI 1· p r o x i n1 i t )' to 
\\,. ,1 ~ 11 in gt o 11 pl ,1 ct.: Co\ ti\ i 11 ,l t111 i C} u e po~ it i o 11 . It i ~ we I l \\.' e take 
,1d\1,1nt,lgc <)f. it b)' t,1ki11g e\1ery oppo1·tu11it)1 to n1eet tl1e 11,1tio11,1l 
fi gt11·e" \\ 11() t·i 11d it co11 ve11 ien t to \ i~ it LI~. t the \<:lmc ti 111e .. we 

11 o }J e t l1 ,1 t n C) ,1111 o u n t <) t • p e 1· \ <) 11 ,1 l op IJ o ~ i t i o 11 to an )' p ,t 1·t i cu 1 ,11· 
c,1r1(iid,1te \viii din1i11isl1 ,1 cor(lit1l a11d hospitable greeting. If tl1e 
c fl 11 di ci ,1 te l "1 t t <1 (' 11 e 11 C) u g }1 i 111 JJ () 1· t <.l n c e to the p e op I e of o u 1· 

<.:t)1n111ur1it)' to \1 isit l1er·e tl1e lca<...t ~e c,111 de) 1~ treat the1n with 
cc)u1·tes)' c111d re\ pect. Th 1 \ goes f 01· tl1e can<.iicl,1te\ ot~ both f)Llrtie\. 

It 1·e4uirc no JJ,11·ticul,1r ,1rt <)the1- tht1n tl1at ge11c1·ated by i111ple 
r11(1n11er~ ,111d Q:ooJ l11·eedi11{! to d1\c1grcl: withcltlt being di\agree,tble. 
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Tl1 ~ 1arc11 17 i"\lle ot .. tl1e p,1pc1· JJrovidcd the 1·ir~ t detail of' ~1 Ke1111edy 

,lJ)pe,1r,111ce 111 the C()U11ty' . The port\ ectio11 entitled .. -. ote fro111 the 
.. l1e11a11 lo(1h Bugle., inclucled thi " ite111: 

'-

H i g I 1 <) t t; , : . • ex t e \ c 11 t r·o r r l1 e .. l1 c n a 11 do ,1 l1 DC) \\' n s c (1 n1 e... u p 

(.>111cti111c in JJ1·il \ l1c11 .. c11. Jolin 1-= . Ker111ed)1 i ... expected to 
~1ddrc ,111 e .. ti111,\ted ~ 500 De111()Cr,1t .. i11 ,ln ()utdoclr 1·all)1

. The 
2r,111d ~t~t11cl s~,1ti112. '"' ecti<111 \\1ill be u ecJ. 1 

Tl1e J)1·il 14 i "'Stte repo1·ted th~tt e11<1tor Kc1111ed)1 " ~· brotl1tr, Robert 1~. 
Kc1111ecl\' , \\1110 tl1e c11·ti I 11otcd \\1,1~ ··forr11erlv cl1iet cou11~cl of· the 1·c1111ed 

• J 

c l ll,111 0111111ittec i11\1t: ti2.ati11e. l,1bor L1r1io11 r,1ck tce1·11112 .. '· l1dd \ 1\ttcd 
'-' '-

11~1rle"" '"I 0\\' 11 tt1e JJre\1iott 1t111<.lc.-111 • JJ1·il 1 1 .. tC) 111cet \\1itl1 l11rle., f\.1. 
l1t111t_ ot 11,trlc ro,,1 11 .. to di .. 'tts s (Jl~1r1r1in2 for tl1c r·1ll)' . l-lu11t \\' <l .. 

"h,1i1·1n '111 or· tl1 JefD r sor1 ( ot1r11,, Ke11necl\' for })re,1tlc11t lub . ., ., 

Tl1c; I ·:1d ~tor)' i11 tl1 IJri I _ I 1 ,tie ,111not111 ·ed tl1e ,11·ra11Len1e11t for 

1 
h c n ·1 n<l ~111 D O \\' r1 ..: ,1 l1a r11e .... ra ing tra k . J1ad 01> :- 11cd j t1~t non t1 of tl1 e Jder t1:1r)c 

1 .. 0 \\' n R t1 t; 1"r~i k i 111 9 -- 9 . 
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the rally and speech to take place the following Wednesday, April 27, 
describing it as ''[ w ]hat promises to be the biggest political get-together in 
recent years'' at which Senator Kennedy will make a' major appearance." 
The article noted that he would be accompanied by his wife and members 
of hi staff. Shirley Hunt i quoted as saying invitations had been sent to 
political leade1· throughout the state. The entire event was advertised as 
free of charge. Morgan and Berkeley County Democrats were also 
involved in the event planning.2 

A smaller article also on the front page of the April 21 issue 
announced that rival candidate Senator Hubert H. Humphrey would visit 
Harpers Ferry on Tuesday, April 26 - the day before the Kennedy rally -
a part of a two day tour of the state which included stop in Huntington, 
Fairmont, Summerville, Craigsville, Webster Springs, Buckhannon 
Phillipi, Fairmont, Grafton, Fellowsville, Kingwood, Aurora, Keyser 
Romney, Berkeley Springs, Martinsburg and Charle ton. Senator 
Humphrey planned ''to stop in each of the communities en route to greet 
local Democratic leader and speak briefly on i sues of the campaign." 

A small ad in bold type at the bottom of the front page heralded: 

Hear and See 
Senator John F. Kennedy 

At The Big 
Democratic Rally 
Old Charles Town 

Race Track 
Wednesday, April 27, 1960- 8:00 P.M. 

Thi indicated a change in the earlier reported plan to hold the rally at the 
newer Shenandoah Downs track. 

A key issue in the 1960 campaign was Senator Kennedy's Roman 
Catholici m. The editorial page of the Spirit of Jefferson regularly carried 
an opinion column called ''Hardly Worth Mention'' penned by local 
attorney Henry W. Morrow of Shepherdstown. In the April 21 issue, in a 
column entitled ''Senator Kennedy's Problem," Morrow framed the 
Ma sachusetts senator's challenge in We t Virginia to overcome the issue 
of his religion. 

2 At the suggestion of Shirley Hunt contained in a letter dated April 19 I 960, to Senator 
Kennedy, the campaign quickly ent a letter, dated April 21, under the Senator's name, to 
Dr. Oliver S . Ikenberry, Pre ident of Shepherd College inviting Dr. Iknberry, the faculty 
and the tudent body of the college to attend the rally. (Courte y of the John F. Kennedy 
Library, Cambridge, Mas achusett .) 



f~c~' 'A'ecks ago thi\ ob,cr\1e r , 1e 11tt1red tl1e 0 1Ji11io11 that e 11,1lor 

Ke 11 n ed.., ~, <) u 1 d s co 1·e ,1 d cc 1 s i e \' i ct or)' o e 1· e 11 ,1 to 1· H tt n1p111·e y 
i11 \\1e\t irgi11icj,\ Pri111L1r·y Election. A11d "iO it ~een1ed at tl1at 
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i \co 11 s i 11 . c.111 cl \ }1 o u I <l 11 e 1·e pc tl t th i ~ f e at i n We\ t i r· g 1 11 i a the 1·e 
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f1·0111 tho "'e \\ 11() do 11c)t ,,.,ar1t enator Kenned)' .. and who will u~e 
Huber·t Ht11nphre), - r1 ,1111e 011 tl1e ballot not to \ otc for Hu1nphrey 
but to \ 1ote ,1g~1i11,t Ken11ecly. 
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e11atc)1· except tl1t: f 'tct tl1~1t l1e i\ ,1tl1ol1c. l11dccd~ tl1ere a1·e t"e\v 

\\1}10 11,l\ c tl1e f'a111test 11otior1 <)11 \\1l1erc l1e ., ta11ds 011 tl1e g1·eat i~\uec., 

ot' tl1e cl ·t)' : tile)' si111pl) do Il()t v.1,111t tl t1tl1olic i11 the Wl1ite Hott e. 
P1·ejt1d1ce of tl1i\ ~c)t1 i -. ,11 1 httt i1111J<) .. '"' 1ble to COJ)C \ ith. 

It ce,11 to 111e tl1 (1t "e11,1to1· Ke1111Ld)1 11 ,1 -- 11c)t h,111dled tl1e religi<.)U .. 
i",ue ,1s '"" killf't1I).)' a,~ l1e "C)Lt] cl ()r \l1ot1lcl. He l1,1 ., ,1tte1111)tcJ to re,.1so11 
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that urround the is ue. For the overwhelming majority of 
Prote tants do not understand what it i about hi religion they 
oppose. They labor under the misunderstanding that the Vatican 
would control his every move and nothing short of a candid and 
forthright tatement by Senator Kennedy pointing out, for good or 
for bad what the proper relationship is can serve to place the 
problem in its proper perspective. Whether we like it or not, Senator 
Kennedy's religion is his biggest problem and no amount of aying 
that it should not be will make the problem go away. And since it is 
a problem it can be t be handled by open and frank discussion. 
Certainly the American public should be reminded that there have 
been head of state in Europe who have owed allegiance to the 
Catholic Church, but who have not as far a I have been able to 
dete1·1nine, been unduly influenced by such allegiance. 

The long and short of it i that whether we like it or not , Senator 
Kennedy 's religion has become the main i ue in this campaign. 
And since this is so, nothing short of frank di cussion of the 
question can relegate the is ue to its proper place. It hould not be 
an issue; but it is . And it i better that we come to grips with it, than 
leave it for the whisperers and the uninfor1ned 

In the Wi cons in primary on April 5 , Kennedy had carried the 
predominantly Catholic district of the tate and Humphrey had carried 
the predominantly Prate tant di stricts. But other factor had blurred 
the result leaving unsettled the question of Kennedy's appeal to non­
Catholic voter . West Virginia wa 95 percent Protestant in I 960. The 
primary would be a key indicator of Kennedy' ability to win that vote. 

Kennedy's appearance in Charle Town came at the end of a three 
day tour of the state which had begun with an 8 a.m. breakfast meeting 
on Monday April 25, at the Hotel Pritchard in Huntington. The 
morning of the rally , he began the day at an 8:30 appearance at 
Bluefield State College. The schedule released by the campaign laid out 
a fast-paced day: 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27th: 

8:30 AM - Bluefield State College, Bluefield 
8:45 AM - Princeton - Court Hou e Steps - str·eet tour 

10:35 AM - Athen - Concord College - speech 
12: 10 PM - Hinton - Court House - speech and street tour 
2:25 PM - Alder on High School - Alderson 
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rl o \\1 e \' t: r _ t t1 i. , c 11 cd ti I e w a~ i 11 t rru pt d when Kennedy decided to 
rett1r11 to \\1a ,~ 11i112.to11 to c~tst ,1 en~tte vote 011 a mi11e saf'ety bill.4 He tlew 
f·r<)111 l-{i11t () 11 t() ashi 11g to11 a11d tl1en following the vote flew from 
\\1 ,t,l1i112to11 le l ,1rti 11\bt1rg tc) keep his appoi11tme11t with a radio tation 
tl1er . 11 111 l1·i\t,; f1·or11 M ,11-ti11,burg to harle~ To~n for the ra]ly ~ he 
st< Pl eel 11e,1r Leett1\\' n lC) 111eet \\1 itl1 tl1e Right Re.verend Robert E. Lee 
, triclt.:1·.5 tl1e retirecl Epi co1J,1 l bi hop of We t i1·gi11ia. at trider~ .. family 
l10111c .. Ro c 1-Iill. Tl1,1t 111ccting produced ,1n importc.lnt endo1·, ement of 
K t: 11 r1 L~ ll y f r () 111 t r i (i e 1· ,J i 111 e d ,1 t n e u t r a I i ,. i n g c o 11 c e 1· r1 ~ ,l b o LI t t l1 e 
c;.111clicl;.1te· ~ re)i~icltl\ f~,1itl1. Tl1e e 11cio1·,c1nc 11t \\tOUld ,11Jpc,1r pron1inently 
i11 tl1.. JJi1·i1 o_f ,Je_[fe1·.,<J11 tl1e next d~t) in re "' po11 e to the cor1cern~ rai~ed 
lJ)' 1l o 1·r( \\1 · .. t IL111111 C)f .. tl1e (Jfe\1 il)LI~ \veek. 

, , 1· 1 .( 00 u pporter \V<:li ti 11g ,it the Ch,1rle~ To\vn Race Cot11· e for 

K c1111ecl .... , r1 1·1·i \ 1,1I \\ere er1t ert,1i11ccl by tl1e h,1rlc Tov\111 High cl1ool 

I ~111 I. f 11 \\' c: J l )' grotJ J) si11gi11g led b)' Jot111 C,1ld\\ ell of Martir1~bt1rg 
a 11 I , , • a I , e It.: ct ion IJ e r t·o r n1 e <l b )' 1· s . W i l l i a n1 B . 11) de r of 

.. t1 --pl1ertl,· t c \\111. cl' ·0111p~111ied ,1t the })i,1110 by 1·~ - lor1 zo D . Peter of 

"l1 ·trl ~ ,.I.,o,, 11 . Tht: e11tht1\1 ·1 tic crovld gave K e11 11 ed 1 a l <t 11di11 g 

ttrtc ) f tile Jc)l111 1=. Kc,111 ·ti)' l.. .. il rr,ry. ,1111bri,lge. 1~'""'1cl1u e tt" 

1"'l1c \<llc.: l L·forc: till: \ c11 ·1tt: ll1~,1 41fter11<)011 ,,,(1 011 a bill ( 5-, 74 .. ) t< a111er1d the Federal 
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ovation as he entered accompanied by his wife, Jacqueline. Mr . 
Kennedy had flown to Martinsburg from Bluefield, where the campaign 
day had begun. She was introduced to the crowd and spoke briefly 
before her husband addres ed the rally. The Spi,·it of Jefferson gave this 
report of his speech in its issue the following day under the headline 
''Kennedy Given Rousing Welcome By Over 3,000 At Biggest Rally 
Ever Staged in County:'' 

Senator Kennedy, the econd presidential hopeful to come to 
Jefferson County in two days, struck out first at the manner in 
which three other presidential candidates, and many other leading 
politicians in both the Democratic and Republican parties have been 
playing down primary elections throughout the nation. Although he 
did not mention names, Senators Lyndon B. Johnson and Stuart 
Symington and former Governor Adlai Stevenson have shunned 
presidential primaries. 

Where They Should Be 

''Thi is the place where all pre idential candidates hould be - in 
the hills and valleys and fields of West Virginia," Senator Kennedy 
declared. 

''I came to West Virginia of my own choice. Only one other 
candidate came to the West Virginia hills. I think the people should 
have the opportunity to vote on the presidential candidate rather 
than the selection be made in the smoke filled room at the national 
conventions,'' the Senator stated. 

Before turning hi attack upon the Eisenhower administration 
Senator Kennedy pointed to the result of the Democratic primarie 
held Tuesday in Pennsylvania and Massachusetts to show that 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D-Minn.) who is battling in the We t 
Virginia primary, cannot win the party' presidential nomination. 

''The signs of victory are everywhere. Just before the American 
Revolution Patrick Henry - in his famou 'liberty 01

4 death' peech 
- exhorted his fellow Virginians to action by telling them that the 
next wind from the North will bring to our ear the cla h of 
resounding arms. Our brethren are already in the field.' Today the 
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American people against eight years of Republican drift and 
indecision and neglect - we see record numbers of voters marching 
to the polls to vote for the Democratic candidates for President -
and we see the forces of the Democratic Party gaining strength at 
every level of government. In each of these states where primaries 
have been held the Democrats have broken all the records -
shattered all the traditions - and shown beyond doubt that they are 
on the road to the White House in 1961. 

In discussing West Virginia's serious unemployment problem, 
Senator Kennedy said the State of Massachusett had a imilar 
industrial revolution several years ago and came through it. He said 
he was sure West Virginia can do the same if the Federal and state 
governments will accept their full responsibility and don't take the 
view that the state has reached ''High Noon." He said it is the full 
responsibility of the governments so that young people can be 
trained in such a manner there will be real inducements for new 
industry to come into the tate. 

Automation is a Problem 

''Automation is West Virginia' real problem today," the Senator 
declared. That is not only a problem in We t Virginia, it is a national 
problem, and will be for the next ten years. And we the people and 
the nation must face it. It is a problem we have already ignored too 
long," the Senator said. Russia's economy has been moving upward 
at a 10 percent pace while in the United States the pace has been only 
about one-and-one-half percent, Senator Kennedy declared. 

''We can't afford to continue to have our country frozen in the ice of 
its own indifference. I don't think we can tand another four years 
of Eisenhower and Nixon,' the Senator stated. 

The paper reported that following the speech, Kennedy drove back to 
Martinsburg from where he flew back to Wa hington. The crowd 
remained for a dance that lasted for everal hours, with entertainment by 
The Metronomes, a band from Morgan County. 
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"I tie i1111)01·t(111t e11dc)r~ I11e.11t i .. ro,n Bi. hofJ tride1· was 1·eported on the 
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influence on the future course of the relationship between church 
and state in this country. And I believe he will - indeed he must -
adhere to those statements. The eyes of the country will be on 
him.' 

The front page coverage given to Kennedy's appearance eclip ed any 
mention of the visit by Senator Humphrey to the county two days before. 

There were 103 names on the May 10 Democratic primary ballot in 
Jeffer on County. A non-partisan school bond levy was also before the 
voters. The May 5 i ue of the Spirit of Jefferson - the last issue before 
election day - predicted voter turnout would be the heaviest since 1956 
''because of the school levy and several hotly conte ted county ballot on 
the Democratic ticket '' but doubted more than 50 percent of voters 
would turn out. Voter turn out in the 1956 primary had been 56 percent· 
but only 21 percent in the 1958 bi-election year. The paper noted ''[i]n 
Jeffer on County there ha not been quite as much political ballyhooing 
as there have [sic] been in other parts of the state." In his column 
''Hardly Worth Mention ," Henry Morrow lamented that the primary 
campaign ''seems to have degenerated into a religious battle between 
Catholics and anti-Catholic ." Concerned that Humphrey was too liberal 
for the time and that Kennedy was a man ''driven by an almost 
insatiable ambition and who ha the money to indulge it," his final 
counsel to his readers was: 

When you get right down to it there doesn't seem to be much 
choice for the voters of West Virginia next week. The choice is 
between two men neither of whom measure up to what the average 
voter in this tate wants or expect in a pre ident. I don't like the 
idea of being forced to choose between them and probably won't. 

On May 10, 5,004 voters came to the polls in Jefferson County, a 54 
percent turnout. Of those voting, 4,278 were Democrats. Kennedy won 
2 368 to 1,465 for Humphrey. Kennedy's 61 percent margin in Jefferson 
County mirrored the statewide result. The following day, Humphrey 
withdrew from the race. Kennedy's decisive win in over_whelmingly 
Protestant West Virginia helped prove to the power brokers of the 
Democratic party that voter ' misgivings about his religion could be 
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\rercoI11c. Jef't'er~on ou11t voter\ had played a pa11 in West Virgi11ia·~ 

pi\1ot,1l r<)le i11 ~ecuri11g the Democ1·~ltic 11()n1inati<)11 for John F. Ken11edy. 

l11 the f't1ll ge11eral election~ Kennedy carried Jet't'er 011 Count11 by a nea1·l)1 
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Summer Picnic 

The annual picnic wa held at Mount Ellen, the beautiful home of 
Yves and Giulia Tencalla. The hou e was built by John Davenport in the 
18th century. Beautifully restored inside and out, it was a great 
opportunity to vi it a special Jefferson County home. 

Mount Ellen 
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al king f1·or11 the back p,trkir1g ,11·e,1 .. ) ou p,1~~ through ,l f'or111~1l garde11 
th,1t w,1\ 011ce ,1 ~win1n1ir1g pool. 0\'erlooki11g the g,11·den i .. a , ·ery 
,111prc1pri,1te ,1ddition t<) the original l1ou\e. 
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The pic11ic was ,1ttended b) abottt 200 rnernber~ and guest\ i11 the ~ide 
) ' ,lfd. 
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Editor's Note 

Another year has gone by and we have another magazine. Unlike the 
Washington family theme last year, there are some really varied articles 
this year. There are two ''house' articles, one about living in Charles 
Town sixty years ago and one about living there today. Both have 
intere ting pictures, in fact there are a lot of interesting picture in this 
issue. There is a great piece on another spectacular discovery in the 
Briscoe papers about our own General William Darke. The ''Chew'' flag 
is one of the prize possessions of the Jefferson County Museum and I 
think you will find the story of it and its restoration heart-warming. 
Several year ago an Ohioan came to Jefferson County to learn more 
about one of the County' sons, the Confederate agent John Yates Beall. 
His work is taken from his upcoming book on Beall. A very appropriate 
article after this year's election, tells about JFK visiting here during the 
campaign of 1960. I hope you enjoy reading all of the articles. 

Next year is the 150th anniversary of John Brown's raid on Harper 
Ferry. The 2009 magazine will be devoted to the raid. John Brown was a 
martyr to some and a murderer to others. I hope to have article that 
support both viewpoint . The deadline for submission will be the end of 
June. I am doing this so the magazine will be available in October. 
There will be a lot of visitors in the county and it will be an opportunity 
for them to take home a copy of our society's magazine. 

I put a lot of work and thought into the magazine, but Clare Hendrix at 
Winchester Printers is the one that makes it happen. Thanks again Clare. 

Jim Glymph at home on the Avon Bend 


