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Ho~ or Cali ornia! 
The Charlestown Virginia 

Mining Company 
by P. Douglas Perks 

By the Winter of 1848, news of the discovery of gold in California had 
reached the east. Thousands got the ''gold fever'' and began streaming to 
the \vest to seek their fortune. On January 8, 1849, the following notice 
appeared in the Spirit of Jefferson, Charlestown Virginia. 

''Ho, for California! It having been determined to organize a 
company' for California whose principal pursuit shall be digging 
tl1e soil for virgin gold, all who are desiroi1s of joining the 
expeditio,i will meet at the law offices of B. F. Washington on 
Ti,esday the 9th i,istant at seven in the evening. Arz opporti1nity is 
110w afforded to active and energetic young men of bettering their 
pecuniary positio11 and at the san1e time they may see the garden 
spot of the world. '' 

The ''gold fever'' had struck Jefferson County! 

At least three companies of treasure hunter were organized in 
Jefferson County, Virginia. The Harpers Ferry Company was organized 
by Col. Whiting, a Texas Ranger, and left for California on February 
23rd, 1849. The Shepherdstown Company, whose pre ident was Dr. 
Richard Parran, left '' ... in the spring of 1849." 1 

On January 9th, 1849, a third company, the Charlestown Virginia 
Mining Company, held its first organizational meeting in the law office 
of Benjamin Franklin Washington. The men who assembled di cussed 
,vhat supplies each member of the company would need to provide for 
himself. It was initially decided to enroll a total of 60 men as members of 
the company. Each man would pay a fee of $300 to enroll. Organizer 
required that $110 had to be pre-paid by February I 0th 1849. There wa 
also discussion about how the company should be organized. 2 

1 Turner, Ella May. T/1e Jeffer·son Coi,nty For·f)1-Ni11ers. JCHS Magazine Volume XV, 1949. 
pp. 30-49. 

2 Turner. 
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,,10 ,,, ek .. later on Ja11u,1ry 22nd. 1849 .. the harle to\vn irginia 
i 11 i r1 g o 111 p a r1 y h e l d i t " e c on d o r g a n i z at i o n a I me e ti n g . Th e 

,11~111berst1ip <.111111,ittee repo1·te<l that the quota of 60 men had been met 
,1ncl thctt tl1 1·e \ a\ ,1 Ii t of 50 applicant .. \Vho m t the men1ber hip criteria 
,,,ho ht1d be 11 r jected. The organizer announced that the compa11y 

,,1c)uld JJr0\1 id eacl1 n1an, ith a knap ack. The k11ap ack \Vould be used to 
"a1·1·y ea .. I, r11,111' ~ p r\<.)11al gear and could \Veigh no mo1·e than 50 pound . 
~-1L~l1 111a11 , ot1ld be required to provid ~, ... eight good . hirt .. four pair of 

dra, 1· ar1d und r~l,irt .. t\VO good hirt on ve t O11e coat .. O11e good 
\er oat~ tl1rec pairs boot~ or ho , eight pair of\ oolen ock and four 
0~11· l0\\1el _-- f~ter tl1c~e announcement , the group decided that no 

fL1rth r act1or1 ,,,c)uld b take11 u11til after the February 10th deadline. 1 

Tl1e t'or1nal 01·ga11izational 1neeting of the Charle town Virginia 
ir1ir1g on1pa11y ,vas held <)n Febrt1ar 10th I 49, either in the Odd 

ell ,v .. Hall loL:ated on the 2nd floor of the market hou 'e (today known 
a l1·1rlc ~1 hington Hall) or i11 the appington Hotel that \Va next 
lloor t( tl1e 111arkc t h<)U e. 5 Both pla e \V 1~e on We t Wa~ hington Street 
i 11 , ha r 1 c tt) \ , , 11, \ 1 i r g i 11 i a. t th i m e ting the membership quot a of the 
'O 111 p,t11 } ' \ fl inc rea , ed to 7 0 me m b r and a con~ ti tu ti on for the 

t<)r111Ja11)' \Va adopted. The folio\ ing men \Vere elected to lead the 
<.:<) n1 p 'lll y: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
·• 
• 

Pre 1dcnt: 

l t C)mma11der: 

_ 11cl 01n rna11d r: 
_ rd 01n1na11der: 
T re ,1 ... u r'l.: r: 
Qt1~1rter111a, tcr: 

cc retar11
: 

Uf£t:On: '-

B. F. Wa hington 
Robert H. Keeling 

mith rane 
Jo~eph . L \ i~ 
.. i, qtiith 
a than i I ee er~ 

J. Harrison Keeley 
Dr. aket'ield Bryarly 

Tl p. rep a re f < r the t r i p to a I i for 11 i a .. \ c \ 1 er al co 111 n1 i t tee .. ,v e re 
~ l c:1 b I i s 11 l: J n o 111 r11 i t t c c , \' a 11 a r g c d , \1 i t h th re po n ~ i bi I i t y of 
~ ~ u r i 11 0 , , , ,1 p ( 11 ~ f r t l1 t; ,. o 111 p • l r1 _ , . 11 o t l1 er co n1 rn i t tee , a g i \1 e 11 the 
1· ~ I c 11 i ilit}' < f ' t) ll "tin2 i11fo1·111ati() n about 1ni11i11g for gc)ld T\,10 mor 

1' t1r11cr. 
~, 1"t1n1cr. 

• • l 1 ll1a11 ~ l~d \\ ard \\1.. 11 i 11 to 11. R o/ I l' 1io11s of c, '4 e,·. E Ii t\:d a11cl 1\ r1 r1otate l b) coll J. 
La,, t.J r1. \V:-tl ,,, n l1 f>t1bli J1i11g r11pan_ , _ ). pp. I -19. 
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committees were fo11ned to collect supplies, one to secure upplies for the 
eastern sector of the trip and another to secure supplies for the western 
sector of the trip. 6 

On March 3, 1849, the quota for the company was again increased. 
Now 75 men would get the opportunity to search for gold in California. 
Writing in 1887 John William Bowers would report that the company 
included as many as 85 men; it appears that 75 men left the depot in 
Charlestown.7 

On March 27th, I 849, the men of the Charlestown Virginia Mining 
Company assembled at the Winchester & Potomac Railroad station on 
North Street in Charlestown to board a special train to Harpers Ferry. This 
would be the first leg of a journey over rail, road, and river that would 
eventually end in the gold fields of California. 8 

The trip west took five months. On August 29th, I 849, '' ... the 
Virginians decided that they really had arrived in California.'' However, 
eighty plus men was a rather large number to efficiently mine gold as a 
group, so the company began to consider what to do next.9 

President B. F. Washington assembled the men on September 13th, 
1849, at Sacramento City to discuss the company's future. After a lengthy 
discussion a vote was taken and by a vote of 41 to 32 it was decided to 
remain united. However, after sleeping on the matter, the next day the 
men reconvened and by a vote of 50 to 19 it was decided to dis olve the 
company. 10 

As a result of that vote the company's surplus property was sold and 
each member received a refund of $129. In addition, according to B. F. 
Washington, each member was supplied with '' ... a gun, pair of woolen 
blankets, gum blanket and clothes bag which reduce our expenses $50 
more. Thus far this is pretty well.'' 1 1 

As these young men ventured into the unknown of the west, they 
communicated with their family and friend back home in Virginia. These 
letters afforded a firsthand account of the land beyond the Mississippi. 
From the mundane to the exotic, the Explorers of 1849 recorded their 
impressions of their journey west. Many wrote letters, ome kept diaries; 

6 Turner. 
7 Mcllhany. 
8 Turner. 
9 Turner. 
1 C) Turner. 
t 1 Turner. 
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\\1hate er the r·or1nat .. each n1an re ord d hi~ per. anal account of the 
\ 'CrllUf . 

l11 the ,pr1r1g <)f 2()07 th Jeff.er on ount u eum wa~ fortunate to 

1·e e iv e ,t c ()II ec ti on of. d l)C um en t a~ o i a ted \Vi th the B ri ~ c oe family. Th c 

Bri coc\ \\!cr·e ,l promir1ent J ff r on ount).. irginia, fa1nily who came 
tcJ tl1e O\ er he11ar1doah alle in the lat I th Century. The family of 
tl1t; late P,1ul ,t11 I r,111c ') ill r ga e tl1 collection to the Mu'" eum. 

111 11g tl1e papers , a a letter fron1 alifornia writt n by Lavvrence 
Be1~ry a\hir1gton. 011e 01· l1arle. to\ n" ,49er . . Wa hir1gton \vrote th 
letter to hi frie11d ~rederick ugu tu Bri ·coe. Frederick B1-i coe re ided 
at Pi c/111c,111 .. the ,111cc\tral horn of the Bri coe family in Jeffer on County 
locat d ,,,est C)t· l1arle To\v11 on the old mithf'ield- harlestown-HarperL 
I e IT)' Tu r11 p I k e ( l i (l d I e \\ a )l Pike - R 5 l . 

'T,f,L.,(,~"Y, , ,; • dt:Z? :2.tl_ /3 'I J 
., 7 r.fi' .e. -I t:'.. - d-? . . " . J ~,..q -t-/4 ~--( l""""~-v 

- "" ' z- ( ,;'r"- 4,..G.C/J(JG.l/1~1 , ~""-"' - 'I"-" '/'"'-·? ""' ol £G: /4i . ALC-1 k ~ 
r ii, ~ ~✓,"" • ,.. . .., ..... ,. c--c.--7~ . ~ ~ ~ ,. ..L.✓.~/ 

' /. ~ r 

'I <>p of lctt r ,,rritten () tob r 26th 1849 b l.Ja, rence Berr}' Washington 

f_a,v1·en 'C Berr)' a hington \ a the older brother of Benjamin 
r'"1r1kli11 -~,a l1ir1Ltor1, ,vho \\1a~ th pre 'ident f the harle~to\vn irgi11ia 

i11i11g 0I11p,1n .. 1 . I...J<.1\\' re11 .. born i11 l 11 at C ec/a, ~ Lc1i1 ·11 in Jeft~er 011 

. ou11t)1 .. \ l ir2i11i,1~ \,,a tl1e 011 of Joh11 Thornton a\l1ington .. the great-
gr,1nd:or1 o f a111u I ,.1 l1ingto11, and the gr at-gra11dnephe\ of George 
\ a hi11gto11 . Ir1 1 .. /1 P c li 

11·l>e c111cl Hi .. \· t o 1·_) <~/· 1l1e ii c1\l1i11gto11 f -c,111il_, · .. 

lbert \ elll: d crib ~ La,\1r 11 e B IT) a .. 'hington a .. •• ... a la\'11er by 
JJ r o i c 11 . • • \'' h \; r ,, e d a a 2nd Li u t e r1 ant i 11 Co 111 pan K. 2nd 
13 ~• t t ,1 I i o 11, \ ! i ,. 2 i 11 i ,, R ..? i n1 11 t i 11 t l1 e i can a r. "" ... , v e r1 t to a I if o rn i a 

i11 l 4 , tl1 11 .. t ti "ouri in I : _ to irginia in I _. to 1 >Uri .. in 
I . \,,h re l1e Ii d 011 a tea1nb at .. 011 the i i i pp i R1 \'er .. .. eJ)te 111ber 

_ l t. 1 : . ~1 a11 ~1utJ1 r 111d poet f 11(1 111 an ,1bi lity _. .. 1 -

1- \\'cllc . 1\ lbert. 111 J> tlig,· a11cl Iii to,·_\' 0/1/1, \\1£1 l1i11 >t(Jll f .. r1,,1;/) t?\V \ ' rk ~ l>CiCt} 

I.Ji br,1f) l 7 . p. _. . 
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Washington's letter to Briscoe is written from Monterey, California, 
six months after the Company had departed Virginia. He describes what 
happened to the Charlestown Virginia Mining Company once it has 
reached its destination. Washington also mentions some of the men who 
were known to both men. Apparently uninterested in searching for gold, 
Washington searches for employment in Sacramento and succeeds in 
procuring a pretty intere ting job. 

The letter is transcribed as it was written with no changes to spelling, 
capitalization, or punctuation. 

''Monterey California, October 26th. 1849. 

Friend Fredrick. 1 3 may the lord be with you as he must have been 
with me, otherwise I should liardly now be alive to pen you this. 
after all I have undergon within the last 6 months. The splendid 
''mining company'' one half of which was composed of splendid 
rascals, which I was fast enough to put myself to great trouble to 
join. It busted up on arriving at the Sacrimento, property joint stoc 
sold & devided out. They devided up into partners, as they could 
agree, in order to go to work. Frank 14 went up the Sacrimento 
Monroe 1 5 Smith Cran 16 the 3 Moores, 1 7 Bradley, 1 8 Conway, 19 

Garnhart20 were messmates throughout the trip & still cling 
together you know the moores are shifty fellows. Smith if he sticks 
with the party must I think come out. Tell Miss Luce Joe and John, 
Col.Manning is a working man and gets on in his usual qitiet way. 
his health is excellent. but you wont believe me when I tell you. he is 
slender as I am. with his full-grown beard which we all wa,,.e. he 
has often past me as I him on the rout without knowing liim in his 
altered shape. he often laughs and says lie misses his legs when he 
gets itp of a morning. The above was is the state of the company as I 

1 3 Frederick Augustu Briscoe 
14 Benjamin Franklin Washington; b. 1820 - d. 1872 at Ceda,· Lawn~ son of John Thornton 

Augustine Wa hington, great-grandson of Samuel Wa hington, and great-grandnephew 
of George Washington. 

1 5 Monroe Manning 
1 6 Smith Crane 
1 7 Henry H., Jame H., and John Moore, Jr. 
1 8 Thornton C. Bradley 
19 Hugh Conway 
20 John H. Garnhart 



Jc ~ rsc ,1 OL1I1t)' Hi~tori <1I • 
fJ JCt \ ' ., 

l ft it c1 111tJ111/1 (J1· 6 ,1 eek.~ c1grJ. l £1111 11oitl .. \rJ1'11e 250, <JI" 300 111ile .. \ 

j,·<J111 c111_, , of t/1 111 c111d _) <J11 i11 Jeffe1·.\rJ11 1i:ifl !Je ll/Jt to /1ea1· j,·0111 tl1e111 

1111, /1 e<1"~.) e,· 1l1c111 I .. Jo,· I ci<J11t k110» 1i1/1ere to fi11cl c111)' 011e rJj then1 

lJLtl 1/1 ?_\ <·(111 c1ll 11'1·ite f(J Je_ffe1·~011. it l1e1·e .\·0111e cla_,. Oltr frie11d i11 

c1lifc 1·11ic1 111(1~' 111eet ,·rJtt c111d 111e c1gai11, I tr11 .. \·t i,1 tl1e lo,·d. As Jo,,. 
111_ "elf I c1l\1 <1_,1.,, t/1011f!,l1t I <~011/(/ do /Jetter i11 a co111pa11)' b_, 111) .fie/f 

.\'(J I trJcJk .Yl1i/Ji111: a11d ~ ailed Jo,· t/1iJ' po,,.t 11-'a.s dela}'ed b~)' bc~ffi11g 

11 i11<l.~, JJ11t i,1 2 cla_, .. \· at . a11jrc111c·i c·oe v.,1aiti11g J<;1· a11otl1er boc,t for 

1l1i i.,, /J/c1c·e sei-t)cl i, it/1 c1 \ iole11t je,·e,·. lc111cled l1ere e~tac~rty la .\·t 

'"~1111clc1_\ 3 \\7eek~· l1go ( toclc1.\1 i ,\' fricla) ) trJo .~·ick to .s ta11d 11,'e11t strczte 

to h -;,c/ IJ111·11t II/J ,, it/1 fe, e,-, c·1-l1111ed tl1e c·c1!0,11el a11cl qt1i11i11e. I }t'e11t 

/(J /Jee/ . 1111clc1.,. c111cl L\,lt11cl£J)' cifte,- 011e ¾'eek I J?Of itJJ c111d d,·e.~sed. tl1e 

Jo//(Jlt i11g \\ eek l \1lll\' i11 bee/ c1!Jottt lzalj' t/1e ti1ne t/10 I gcJt tip llnd 

c/1·('\\\"'ecl e, e,·., 111(; 1·11i11g. i1·ell c1 .\trai11ge,- i11 c1 ~~ t,-ai11ge land. 11ot a 

/11,111c111 /c1c:e I l1c1cl e\·e,· 111e t, 11ec1r·l.)1 r1111 01,t o_f fi111ds· i11 110 /J11sines .. \·, 

,, l1c11 ,1 CL '"\' t<J /Je (l<Jll :' \A,1ell t/Jij~ ., oi, k11ott i5· t/1e .\eat o./' goi1er11n1e11t. 

0111· GrJ, e 1·11rJ1· li\'t!". l1e1·e. Tlzer·e are ~{)\ er11111e11t l1<J11.ses here. The 

ojfic·ie,\· c11·e 'go, e,~,, ,11er11 /1ec1tlqt1c11·rer .s, 'JJ(l)-111c1\·te1·.c; offic·e 

'''Q11c11·te1·111a.'ite1·\· offi e '' 0111111i.sc11·ies (Jfjic·e '' all z11zder one ro<JJ a 

bi 1 Jl (lti, e {1/ijrJ1·11ic1 /;11ildi11g. Tl1e, .. e i.s· Cl fort l1ere \1 it/1 Cl .s ,nall 
R<IJ"1·is·o 11 o.f .\"Ol{/ie,·.\, ,1 i1l1 t/1e 11 ec:e\ \Cir)· offic'er cleark~ & c. of c1ll 

1/1 7 cl1ffe1·e111 cle1Jc11·1111e11t.\· , 1l1e 111e11 /1ir·ed trJ 11l ork & c. & c·. Tl1e 
111 ~,·i ·(111 /Jc11111e1· ,1 Cl\ e,~, (J\1e ,,. 1l1e go, e , ,.,1,1·1e 11r l1rJ11J·e, c111d over t/1e 

}t>1·1e 011 1/1 /1ill. 7 .. 1,e ·' .. Ytc11·~ llllli .~·t1·i1Je.\· • c1/l ivt1_) .. \' l1c1i'e c111 

c1tt1·(1c1io11 jrJ1· 111e b_, 1l1e lo,·cl, I e·>.:l·ll1i111ecl I c1111 a,1 1111jrJ1·11111ate 

, ,,,, ,,·c1111 /;111 I c1111 t111 111 e1·i ·a11 C"iti-.e11. \\1l1e1·e eve,· 111) co1111trie • 

bt11111e1· \1 Cl\ .\' , tl1e1· I ,1 ill 111c1ke 111_\·~·elf cit l1cJ111e. I lt ill gcJ t<J 

l1ec1(!c111a1·1 , ... , ... ,o ,~f I 11111 l(J 1/1e 'CJ\1e1·11e, .. Ge,1. Rile,, 2 1 11 0111 /Jefo,·e I 
10 fi11·1/1e1·, I ,1Ji/l rel/ _,·011 I c,•011j' icle1· rl1iJ' Gl~11. Rile)' tl1e f?1-ec1te ·t 

<~(fie -:J ,· (111cl 1l1e /Je L.\t 111c111 ·i11c·e 1l1e cllt.) .~' rJj 8 t;11111c11·te, l111c/ tlzat 111(111 

i11 1/1 ? /Ji/JI ':J tl1c11 ,, Cl,4) ·c1i I tr) /Je cift ,. G<Jcl~\· l1c11·1 . Tl1e lo,·c/ 11e\ e,· 

111 1cl 1 /J 11 ,. c1 b1·c1, e,· a ki11c/ ,- /Ji e,· J·olec/ <>lei 111c111 c111cl .5rJ111e da, . 

f l1 ill cJ11, i11 _, 011 1/101 ,, l1a1 I ,Cl) i .') "(J. \\1ell I,, e 11t tr> l1i111 to/cl l1i111 

111.' 011cli1io11 ~ .. l,ol, eel l1i111 --rJ111e I tre,·.\· ci1·1ijic·c11e.\· of l"l1c1,,.c1c·te1· c·. 

tole/ /1i111 I \1 c1111ecl i11111lr1_) 111e111. /1e .'>e111 111e t<J tl1e c/1jje1·e111 

21 

1aj. Jt 11 . Bc1111ct Rile_ \\'a 111ilitaf) go,1er11or of alif mia ,\pril - De e111bc.::r l 49: a 
\ 1cteraI1 f tt1e \\' ar • I 1-. ti, lndi,,n \\',ars. a11ti the lexica11 \\' ar: Rilt:\' ornn1ar1ded _, 

tl1 first ,, ag 11 tra i r1 c .. ~8rt a 10 11 g t t1e a nla 1=c l "ra i I 
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indeviditals at the heads of the various departments told my to apply 
and he would back my application for anything. In the mean time 
there was a convention assembled here for the perpose of forming a 
State Constitution (which is since accomplished) Theold General 
introduced me to the secritary of that convention who was very 
polite and when applied to for business he gave me a job right in 
hand by which I made $18 at a clip in aboitt 6 hours writing, 
coppying documents. I had but one quarter dollar in my purse when 
I made this hall. The Secritary told me if I had been there from the 
beginning of the Convention I could have mad at least $600 or $800 
but tlie convention desolved a day or two after. I am now imployed 
writing handling money and taking account of stores in the 
government departnient. I get $100 per month. it is a certain 
support but devilish liglit wages for California. but if my wages are 
light my work is lighter tliat is if its all to be as it has been for the 2 
weeks Ive been implied, I'll content my self for the present keeping 
a s/1-arp look out for something better. I must do a business of at 
least $250 or $300, to get along and now Fredric I wish I could say 
more, but as I sent this in an a letter to george it must be short. the 
boat tliat carries the male wont leave for 4 or 5 days yet I will leave 
space for a line on the last day. mean time my warmest regards and 
most respectful compliments to your mother whos kindness to me I 
will ever remember with graitude. Tell Dr John that I always 
thought him a n1an of good sense, bitt that of all the times he ever 
shared sound wisdom the time when he refused to take charge of the 
''Sanitary department'' of the C. T. Va M. Company for California, 
tell him to remember me to the chickens, and not to forget that I 
liave a brassback mul riLnning about the premises. I must have him. 
Tell Mr Grove I think of l1im often and tell him to tell Ai,nt Molly I 
wont miss her. I come so near sliping of the hinges while sick that I 
have been very harmless ever since (and that's a fact). tell him soon 
as I get funds enough a head, tho I dont know how soon it will be I 
will step acro5·s over on tother side the world to see how you all get 
along over there. 

Oct 28th sunday t/1,e 4th that I have seen in Monterey. Well 
Frederic I have been 2 weeks sick and at work here. I am geting on 
wonderfully smothe and comfortable. I must close his letter to day 
a,id have it ready for tlie male - the steemer will be here the first -

Your friend Lawrence. B. W .. ...... . 
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Botton1 of letter ,,,ritten b La, rence Berr Wa hington 

I~or ,1dclit1l)11al inforn1atio11 about the '49er from Jeffe1·son County 
t,,, ,11·ticlc"' l1a\.e bcer1 published in pre iou .. edition of Tl1e Maga:i11e. 
~~ l1e Jef'f'erso11 ou11t1 Fort - iner ~ by Ella May Turner appeared in the 
/I c1 ct ::. i, 1 e o J t I 1 e ,I e_ff e ,. ~ (J 11 Co 1, 11 t) Hi ~ t (Jr i c ci I Soc· i et) .. Vol u n1 e X .. 

Dece111ber 1949 011 p,1ge 30-49. ''Jeffer 011 County , Fot1rty- iners"" by 
Julia a,1 is Healy ,tppeared in the Mc1 .. ~c1~i1-ze of· 1l1e Jefferso11 Coi111t) 

Hi.s·10,·ic:c1/ <J( iet_) ~ \ 1 ol ume III December 1972 on page · 30-49. 
~, obit t Herbert to r ._ . John ugu ti11e Wa hington ... tran cribed, 

,,,ith introductio11 ar1d nc)te ~ b)' Joh11 . Wa 'hington in the Cal(fol'·11 ic1 

Hi: t<J1·icc1l <Jc·iel) Q1tl11·1e1·l.,·.. olume I , umber 4 i~ a letter writter1 
b)' 1-1 rbe11 -·to his ~lunt and fo~ter mother'"22 living at Mot111t Ve,,.11cJt1. 

~or a 111ore i11 deptl1 look at botl1 the t1·ip to alifornia and a de cription 
ot ,,,t1at tht: 111 11 exp rienc d \\ hile earching t"or gold" you may read 
eitl1er R colle tlon of· a '49 1· b Ed\ ard a hington Mcllhany, dited 
a11d ,11111 tatcd by colt J. La\\'~011 or Trail to California: The Overland 
J o u1·11al Clf \ i11 ' e11t G iBer and akeman Bryarly edited by David Potter. 

-- \Va l1i11gc n. J 1111 t\ . 1 bl , JI ,·IJ rt f(l 1\11·. Jo/111 , , , , 111 1i11e i\1a.;;/1i11g1011. a1ifornia 
If i. t ri al it: l)' Qt1nrterl)'. \1c)lun1c l j '. J ur11hcr 4. p.297 
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John Augustine Washington, III et al 
by John A. Washington 

Editor's note: Earlier this year, Walter Washington, descendant of 
Samuel Washington, George's brother, said that he possessed 
unpublished photographs of John Augustine Washington, III, the last 
Washi11gton to own Mount Vernon, and some other family members. He 
solicited his coitsin, the Washington family historian, John A. Washington 
in Chevy Chase, Maryland, for biographies to go with the images. This 
article is the compilation of tlie photographs, a John Augustine letter, also 
held be Walter Washington, and the biographies. 

John Augustine Washington, III (1821-1861) wa born at Blakeley 
on May 3, 1821, and named for hi father and for his great-grandfather 
John Augustine Washington (1736-1787), brother of General Washington. 
His older brother George died about 1827, and so John Augustine grew up 
knowing he would inherit Mount Vernon. The family divided its time 
between Mt. Vernon and Blakeley both before Judge Bushrod 
Washington and his wife died in1829 and after. His father inherited the 
place in 1829, and dying in 1832 left it to John's mother Jane Charlotte. 
She turned it over to him in 1843 when he married Eleanor Love Selden 
(1824-1860) of Exeter, near Lee burg, daughter of Wilson Cary Selden 
and Louisa Elizabeth Fontaine Alexander, his first wife. 

Educated at the Univer ity of Virginia, he settled down to the life of a 
farmer at Mt. Vernon. The truggle to support the place with the 
inadequate fraction of the family resources which had descended to him, 
along with dispensing hospitality to hordes of uninvited vi itors and 
curiosity seekers, soon made it obvious that the family could not continue 
to live there indefinitely. Neither the Federal government nor the state of 
Virginia, till believing in the founding fathers' principle of limited 
government, could envision using public re ources to preserve a private 
citizen's home even that of George Washington. No honorable private 
sale could be imagined, until that redoubtable invalid, Miss Anne Pamela 
Cunningham eventually convinced Washington that her concept of a Mt. 
Vernon Ladies Association wa an acceptable solution to his apparently 
impossible problem. Thus after hi mother's 1855 death, when in her will 



J ·ffers<Jil OLlfll ) } li stclric·al ~<lciet)' 25 

~he '011fi1·n1ed hi o, 1 11 r,hip he old !lt. er11on in 1 5 to the pri ate 
er up \ l11 L h ~ ti 11 ln ai n ta in~ it. 

J hn u~ u ti lle tht 11 pt1r ha~ ed the farm in auqu ier ount)' cal led 
\ a \1 I ,1 n d .. 'l 11 d the re h r11 , , d \\' i th h 1 , \ ' i f e and : eve 11 ) ' o u 11 g ch i Id re 11 . 
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Then tragedy succeeded tragedy. On Oct. 9, 1860, his wife died, 
apparently because of yet another pregnancy. The election of Lincoln, the 
secession of Virginia, and Washington's consequent volunteering to 
defend Virginia when it was invaded, came, one upon the heels of the 
other. He was commissioned Lieutenant Colonel, appointed to General 
Lee's staff, and shared Lee's tent. On Sept 13, 1861, while reconnoitering 
in the Cheat Valley in what i now West Virginia, he was shot from 
ambush and killed. General Lee immediately ordered John's only brother, 
Richard Scott Blackbum Washington, who had quixotically in isted upon 
volunteering as a private, to resign and go home, to protect John 
Augustine's seven orphans as well a his own young brood. 

John Augustine, his wife, and their seven children, all very devout 
Christians and faithful Episcopalians, are buried in Zion Churchyard, as 
well as a number of their descendants. 

The following is John Augustine's last letter written to Doctor W. 
Fontaine Alexander, one week before he was killed. 

Camp of Valley Mountain Sept. 6th 1861 

My dear Doctor 
I have long intended to write to you, but the uncertainty of 

letters reaching you or at last what I supposed was the uncertainty, 
has prevented me. But learning by the newspapers which 
sonietimes reach us in this Moilntain Wilderness tliat the Enemy no 
longer occupies the Valley, I write to let you all know something of 
me, and to request you to give some little attention to my affairs in 
Jefferson, provided the war has left me any thing there to be 
attended to. 

I have been in the Mountains since the 29th of July and at this 
post since t/1,e 6th of August, and have rarely known as rainy a 
season. We have had from twenty to twenty five days rain since I 
came up. I have literally had my feet wet for a week at a time and 
though on top of a high mountain am really in all the mud and mire 
of an alluvial bottoni, such is the soil on these mountains, a rich 
black vegetable mould that when the trees are cleard off a 
greensward ( tentatively Blue grass) si1ch as I have never seen except 
on the most carefully tended lawns springs up. My health has been 
perfect thus far, lost thirty lbs of flesh - ''superfluous beef' as the 
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e ,\,li111t1l le R eitf .._\~czicl of D,-. Blc1 klJL1r11 - c111ci ha\'e coI11e cl fJw11 to a 
~~rJ/ic/ J .. 'iO i11 /Jette,· c:<J11cliti{J11 Jo,,. .se,,. ic·e t/1a,1 I l1ave been for ma11} 

·' ea1"\. R t1i11~,, ~ /Jclcl rrJc1cl~\, lzcl\ 'e i111peded 01,r operations· and tl1oi1gh 

,i e clr1 i I_, /1(>JJe trJ c1d,,a 11 e & czt tac·k tl1e E11e111_\', ¥,,e t ii'e ca11 ft"rJm 110 

icll~ll c1J· tc> i l1e11 \\ e s /1 c1ll /JO iti\ el, do 5·0. 

lj' I l1c1ve c111) lt l1ea1 i11 Jeffer5cJ11 to 5,efl a11d t/1er e is sale for it, 
,,1r1.) I Cl\A. tl1e fc1,1cJ11,,. cJf _) <J11 t cJ c1tte11d to it for I11e. Sell it if yoLt can, 
/Jll_) t/1e tc1.re \· cJ111 of tlze p1·oc,.eed5·, c111d if t/1er e is an; balcLnce ,·emit 

10 11111 J11cl, 10 c1.\\\'i .~·t l1er i11 providi11g Jo,-- t/1e ii1c1nt .. \ of m ) c·hildren. 
Plea., .. e c1IJ<> \·ell a ll) ' c·o,·11 0 1· o t/1er g rai11 that niay be dLJe m e . I n 
CJt/1 , . ,\,(J1·cl .. \· l'cJ/leL't 111_)· reI1t .. \1 i11 Jeffer5,011, if. I /1ave any, a11d di5·po e 

of tl1e111 c15· c1lJoi1e 1·ec111etited. Tl1at i ,s· pay taxes a11d o tl1e1· 11ec·e .. ~·sary 

ex1Je11 se.,· 1·e111it /Jc1la11 e to L111t J. F o , .. tl1e p11rpo e5 ,ne11tio 11ed. 

P leci.\·e ll .. '>k l1er. if_} Oll 1·e111 it t o l1er, to e~-rpe11d it for tl1e .si,pport of 

l1e1·\e/f a11d l1e1· c·l1ild,,.e11 c15· , l1 e thi11k5· /Je t & 110 1 ti1r11 it oi'er to 

t/1c~111. 

I clcJ11 ' t k11c;,i} \t1/1e11 I .\·/1c1/l lec.1v·e tl1i."> ,·egi(Jn , o r i11deed w /1etl1e,,. I 
e,,e,· L\·/1c1ll fie> .. \·o, ci.Y of col11--.\·e in)' cl1c1nc·e a,,.e tl1e arrze as tho5·e of 

r;t/1 ,_,1 .. 111e11, c111cl I k11CJl\ 1 J(J111e of tis v11ill 11ei ,er get ai-i·ay. Franz the 
/J1·eL eI11 c1.\·pec:1 of ciffc1i1-.\·, I 1l1i11k ,i1e L\·/1c1ll niake oi1,- attack i11 ci Jeiv 
cla)'. . /;11t c1.\· I ~·c,icl c1/Jo1 1e tl1e,·e i • 110 c·ertainl)· of· it. Plea e give m) 

l<J\'l., Tl) . 1\·te1· Mtl) (_,0111· \Vije 1nt1 t per111it I11e to cc1 /l l1er o) to 

/1(11·! otte 1l1e little gi,·l~·. /1a1·L_,· I l1ear i.\ i11 tl1e Ar,11)' & beliei'e 
111 e 111 • tlet11- Do ·t(JI'" -

rJ ._\·t c1ffec·ti(J11c11e/ ) 0L 11-. 

[ Po t c· ri pt ] 

; \ L\ •. 111 ~ ee, /JC1pe1· i ,\· ~'· cir • , c111cl I \1 rite to c1cld tl1c1t if _,to11 <11·e 

.,·e11{/i11 , H 1·/Je1·1 I .rc111tle1· to /1(J<JI c,11d 1l1e /J1·oc.:eec/.\· of 111) ' /c111cl 

i,1 .I iffi ,-.·011 l11ill p,>\\i/J/_\ £lrJ ir {ljte,~ 111eeti11, tc1.:r.e .. \· l c11,t/10,·i-e _)(JLI 

tcJ fJCt_ • Iii .. t11itio11 0,11 of 1/1 ')111 , 1·e111it bc1lc111ce 1f c111_) c,.v ,·e(JLte ·ted. 

I ,·e) ,. ';' , to b 1111a/Jl to clo 111lJ1· . 1, , • .._-;;rJ111· ~e.~· c,,-e ·11t cloi111 to 111)· -
jl.11·111 i11 Fa11t11,ie1· ,1 l1i /1 I fi~c11· cit tl1e llJi1 ,·c1te.\· <Jf 1>1,.cJd11l' e l\ ill ,j\,e 

/J111 z / 001· s111 1Jo1·1 t,J 111. j{1111il.)·. 1 lec1 ... ~t, t/1e_ • 1,·1·ite 111e 1l1c1r 1l1ey 
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given up tea &flour itntil they can have the latter ground from their 
own wheat. I don't know whether I sliall receive pay or not, but my 
own idea is tliat I shall get none. If I do I shall be agreeably 
surprised. I regretted to liear that Sister Hannah liad withdrawn 
Dick from Waveland, for lie might have been there schooled & 
sitpported without expense, which I am unable at this time to incur 
for him elsewliere. 

Affect yoitrs John A. Washington 

[This letter is still contained in its original envelope, which is 
addressed to Dr. W. Fontaine Alexander, Halltown, Jefferson County, 
Virginia and shows a return address ''From Lt. Col. John A. Washington, 
A.D.C. to Genl. Lee." It bears a postmark of Sept 8 in Staunton Va.] 

Jane Charlotte Blackburn was born Sept. 23, 1786, at Rippon Lodge, 
Prince William County. She was the elde t of the four children, all 
daughters, of Maj. Richard Scott Blackburn (cal764-1803) and his first 
wife Judith (''Pretty Judy'') Ball. Her mother died in 1795 when Jane was 
nine. Her father's career in the U . S. Army seems to have kept him away 
from Rippon Lodge, and he married a second time, apparently away from 
Virginia, and left a son by this marriage, who soon died in infancy. Jane 
was just seventeen when he died. She and her three younger isters were 
raised by their Blackburn grandparents, Col. Thomas Blackburn (1742-
1807) and Christian Scott ( 17 45-1815) at Rippon Lodge, but spent a great 
deal of time with their childless aunt, Ann Blackburn Washington (1768-
1829), and her husband, Justice Bushrod Washington (1762-1829) of 
Mount Vernon. 

Thus she and her sisters were frequently with Judge Washington's five 
orphan nephews and nieces, whose parents, Corbin Wa hington and 
Hannah Lee his wife, had died in 1799 and 1801. After these children's 
uncle, Thomas Lee of Park Gate, died in 1805, they lived entirely at Mt. 
Vernon, and so it i not surprising that two of Judge Washington's orphan 
nephews married two of Mrs. Judge Washington's orphan nieces. 

On 27 Sept. 1810 at Rippon Lodge Anna Maria Thomasina Blackburn 
(1790-1833) married Bushrod Corbin Washington (1790-1851). They 
soon became the builders of Claymont. Then, on Nov 14, 1811, her older 
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~ i ter J(111e C"l·1[1rlotte Blackbur11 ( 1786-1 -s) n1arried hi~ older br()tl1er. 
Joh11 t1~u .. ti11e \ ,1,l1i11gto11 ( 17 9-1 ..... and the)' ~et ~ibout building 
131ak le)' . Tl1e <)l<.lcst of th ~e a l1ingto11 brotl1ers .. R1cl1a1·d He11r)' Lee 
\\1a "' l1i11!.!lo11 ( 17< l - I c> 17 l1,1J not 111arried .. a,1d it 1na)1 l1a\e beer1 appare11t 

tl1at l1 \\1as rifni 'lt;d \\1itl1 tl1e con u,npti()Il tub rcul() 1 ) \\1hich t1ad killed 
l11, JJare11t at t111 e"irl)' ~1ge a11d \\1hicl1 " 0011 k1llcd hi111. At ar1y rate .. ,1 ~ the 
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1\ ugt1~ti11c:. a11d l1i ,,,ife Ja11 har)ottc built a mailer l1ot1 ~e c:lt Blakeley 
tl1an hi ' t111g.cr brotl1 r did ' lt la)1111011t. y·ct the t,,,o hou e: faced ea )1 
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other across a small valley, within easy walking distance, and the two 
families lived in te11ns of the greatest intimacy. 

The four Blackbum sisters, influenced no doubt by their grandmother, 
Christian Scott Blackburn (1745-1815), who was the daughter of a Scotch 
minister, for thirty-seven years the rector of Dettingen Parish, Prince 
William Co., were devoted adherents of the Episcopal Church during it 
revival in the early years of the nineteenth century, and Bishop Meade 
speaks of them in the highest ter1ns. 

Jane Charlotte and John Augustine Washington had five children. The 
three who survived childhood are shown with their mother in Chapman' 
group painting of the family, shown on the piazza at Mt. Vernon soon 
after the 1832 death of John Augustine Washington. By his will his 
widow, Jane Charlotte, became the owner of Mt. Vernon, with authority 
to give the property to such of their descendants as she chose. 

The family always moved in the summer from Mt. Vernon to 
Blakeley, to avoid the oppressive heat, humidity, and indeed fevers, of 
lower Virginia. When in 1843 her elder surviving son, John Augustine 
Washington (1821-1861) married, he settled at Mt. Vernon, and by her 
will of 1854 she formally bequeathed it to him. Thus, after 1843 she 
seems to have spent greater and greater parts of the year at Blakeley. It 
had long been understood that her other son, Richard Scott Blackburn 
Washington (1822-1910), would inherit Blakeley, as indeed he did under 
her will. 

Jane Charlotte Washington died Sept. 6, 1855, at Blakeley. Numerous 
requests of members of the extended Washington family to be buried at 
Mt. Vernon had forced the owners to decide, after the death of John 
Augustine Washington in 1832, that no further burials would occur there, 
with the exception of that of his widow, Jane Charlotte. Therefore her 
funeral at Mt. Vernon in Sept. 1855 was the last family burial. The 
occasion aroused such great interest that a special boat wa engaged to 
bring the mourners down the river from Alexandria for the service. After 
its conclusion her younger son Richard, it is said, hurled the key to the 
vault out into the Potomac, to symbolize the closing of the family 
cemetery to further burials. 

Although ''Grandmother Jane," as she wa long known, had only three 
children who left families, she had twenty-three grandchildren, sixty-five 
great-grandchildren, and 102 great-great-grandchildren, many of whom 
are now grandparent . All her children, twenty of her grandchildren, and 
many further descendant are buried in Zion churchyard. 
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F21izall th lem "'<>n \\'a "'hington ( 1845-191 l) \ a\ born at Blakeley .. 
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Horse, he was injured in an encounter at Brownsburg, in Rockbridge 
County, and died at Front Royal. 

After the war, in 1868, she married George Hite Flagg, (1838-1900), a 
widower with two young sons, whose first wife had been Ella Browne. 
Flagg was Charlestown' s postmaster when Rural Free Delivery was 
initiated in 1896. They lived at the comer of Washington and Church 
Street in Charles Town. She died without is ue in 1911, and both are 
buried in her brother John's lot in Zion Churchyard. 

John Augustine Washington, IV (1847-1923) was born at Blakeley, 
the second of the nine children and oldest on of Richard Scott 
Blackburn Washington and Christian Maria nee Washington. As he 
grew up, a severe curvature of the spine became apparent. In tho e day 
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a ··11t111cl1back·· \\1a, corn1nonl c rplained a a child ha i11g been dropped 
tl ,1 be.lb)' and injured. It i .. nO\\' clear that in\tead he uffered from Pott' 
I 1,e,, e - tl1,1t i " .. ttiberculo i~ of the "pine. It ~eetn~ lik ly that he 1night 
11 ,1 ,, e c o 11 t r a c t d t h e d i e a ~ e .. t h e n of c o u r " e n o t u n d e r too d to be 
c< 11t,1gi ti -- .. f·ro111 hi .. aur1t aria Wa\hi11gton Ale ander \vho died of the 
di , e,l')C. ,ts did 1110~ t of h r even children. 

He QrC\\' tip ,it Bl 'tkclcy, and \: a , fourtee11 \ hen the \Var broke out. In 
1 64 ,1 cl1i11111c f'irc gutted and almo t destroyed Blakeley, and the 
fa 111 i l 11 c 1·t)\\1ded i 11 \\' i tl1 hi\ mothe1,. .. ~ f ami I at Hare,vood. Ob iou ly 
t1nqL1,1lit·icd for , r\1ice in the arm h \Va at home helping the family 
sur\1 i\e and be f·cd. ,, l1ile the ,var\ a fought around them. Moving 
\t)111e cattle 011e c.la t .. rom one field to another~ he wa taken by nion 
~ C)l<l1ers ,1r1d sent to a p1·i~on in Wa hington. Fortunately hi mother' 
111c)tl1er. r . Loui ~a Ien1~<.)11 Wa~hington ( 1805-1882) of Hare\vood 
, \' a .. a P 11 i l ad l phi a n at i \' . a r or no. he 1n ad e her way do \V 11 to 

a "' hir1gtclr1 ar1d \ ent to ~cc Pre ident Li11coln~ e plained the ~ituation to 
hi111~ a11d lie allo, ed Joh11 to be relea~ed into the cu tody of some Lee 
ou"1n,. tl1e f'a1nil ot· Dr. Thoma Miller and attend chool. 

Ther l1e rernaincd .. e ral month until the end of the war. fter the 
\V, r l1c en1 to ha e ~ ettled do\vn to help farm at Hare\vood and help 
u pp or t h i r I at i e • . He formed \V it h t \Vo co u in the firm of 

\ a , 11 i 11 L to 11 . I e x a 11 de r. a n d o o k , ,, h i c h d i d a re a l e ~ tat e and 
i 11 tJ r·111L e bus i 11e . He pf1rtic i pated in the founding of the Bank of 

l1,1rlc To,,111. He J)a1·ticular)y 11egotiated to clarif), and gather togetl1er 
the lit"'f~e1·e11t i11l1erited interest~ i11 the Hare\vood property into a coherent 
, , , 11 o le. I 11 ,111 t 11 e e a ' ti it i e,.. h i act i 'le pa rt 11 er , v a hi .. n e t younger 
b re th-..: r. ~ a n1 tic I \ a It er \\1 a l1 i 11 gt C) n I 5 -1 9 2 3). Fin ally around l 8 99 
tilt;_ bt1i It the brick hou e at .... 16 outh George tr·eet. a11d mo ed thei1· 
t(1tl1er. R1~l1ard, ,1r1(I their i -- rer i~ l1ri~ tine. there \ ith tl1em t·ron1 
H 'lf~ \\10 d. 

l1e 111bler "' . ,,,ho li\1ed at lce\\1illie .. near Hare\\OOd, , ere di tant 
~ 

L ti~ i 11 ~ a 11 c.i ·Io e friend . \ he 11. i n I 9 0. it , a be co 1n i n g c I ea 1· t 11 at 

,f 1~ Jt:11111e 111bler ,,,a d)1ir1g of tuberculo i .. .. l 1nclc John married her 
aI1 I tc ck t1 r tc 1:-1orida ir1 the l1ope tt1at it n11°ht help her regair1 her 
11 a I l 11 . I 11 I e, t l1 ·1 r1 a )'car, l1 o \ ,, e, e r. ~ he d i e I . a n d he r1 e \'er 111 arr i e d 

• 
"l \ ,11 J1 . 

V l1 e r1 11 L (I It; l i n I c _.. h pr< \ id cd t~o r h i , 1 t er hr i ti n c and 1 e ft 
1-1 c r ,,, d t hi brotl1 r \ ,1 l t-..: r l1 i " Ii lo11g p,11111~ r. an I hi 011 I.,. brother 

• 
< unt)' . 
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This photograph was with the family collection. Her name is Ginny, 
but sadly, that is all we know. She must have been an important part of 
the family to have her photograph taken and for it to be kept with the 
others. 



Jt rt·cr ()tl O\Jnl)' I Ii (<lri al ~l) ict) 

George Washington's Lost Plantation 
b harlotte J. Fairbairn Crouch 
IJluL .. trat db G rtrude G. Judd 

I 

""1:r=r 
IJ T 

Wl:Jl. VI I I 

OP'l'RIGII I 19. 4 B)' Ji;\RLO l1E J I) [) F1\IR81\IRN 

35 

ot 1·r<>111 on1 "'airbairn: 1r . ,("roucl1 • (Fairbairr1 · .. "011 are dcligl1ted 
tl1a1 tl1i pt1bliL,1tio11 of ()ttr r11cltl1cr· 1. being reprinted e hope tl1c 1ntc r1natio11 
,,,ill be ot111cl f i11tCfl: t a11d be l1el1Jful co tl1e reader ur r11other \\' a ,tut11or. 
al ... ).< 1' t,,,o tl1cr 1Jubl1 ·atio11 . . ··T11c asl1ington Hornes of Jeffer"or1 .,clu11t •• 

an I '~ l I I tc)ri • l·lar1 er .. J err)' .~ both ,,,rittcn a11d pt1bl1"hed dtiring lier re 1dcr1C)' in 
J ffer~ 11 c t111t ' dt1ri11\ tl1c 19-0 and u11<lcr l1er r1,1me at the tir11e. Cl1arlotte J . 
1::, i r l 'l i r11 . 1 o t 11 \; r • s <J 11 c t i o 11 of or i g i r1 a 1 I et t c r , \' ri t t .. 11 b ~, J oh n H a 11 d u r i 11 g h i 

-
r i I --11 ' ,ll l1 arpe1 • 1=err)' a,1d b.1 Robert l1arpcr .. n1,1r1)' \\1 ith l)' f)C\\1rittc11 

re r1 trt1 ti 11 b ' her .. \\' Cr pre 111 d tc) ll1t; Jeffer t>n C)Urll)' 1u .. eurn in 
'l1(1rlL' I c ,, 11 b ht--r 11 .. . ,111d ar i11 tl1 1useu111 • ~ arc hi, e 

• 

13< tl1 of l1er 11 ,tr r1 ,,, Ji\1 i11g i11 tf1(.; 11i11neapol1 . i\.1inr1e ot,t ar~,1 ,,,ith th ir 
f (1111 i Ii . a 11d era11dl,; hi J d re 11 . 
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• 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON'S LOST PLANTATION 

Even the name is lost today. During the past several years, 
thousands of visitors to old Jefferson County, West Virginia, 
have passed the entrance without a second glance. Skimming 
along the pleasant rolling country road between Charles 
Town, West Virginia, and the quiet village of Summit Point, 
they may have noticed on the left a white signboard marking 
a Victor Products Farm called ''Romance." 

But few if any passers-by had any reason to turn into the 
shady lane, f ollo\\' it through rock-walled woods and over 
a s111all ford. Therefore they will never know what real 
''Romance'' they have missed. 

For here is George Washington's first plantation-distinct 
from his heritage of family lands. Here were his chosen acres 
of all the rich virgin farmland available by shrewd purchase 

• 

from early settlers in the don1ain of Lord Fairfax, Proprietor 
of 5,200,000 acres in the Norther11 Neck of Virginia. This was 
George Washington's first farm, bought with his hard-earned 
savings as a young surveyor for Lord Fairfax. 

He had marked tl1e land for l1is own in the spring of 1748, 
,vhen he a11d young George William Fairfax, nephew of the 
Proprietor, ,vere granted the privilege of joi11ing the survey­
ing party u11der James Genn, county surveyor of Prince 
Wi)lian1, who \\·as rt1nning the li11es of Lord Fairfax's boun­
daries in this section. 

Even then, at sixteen, George Washington had a good far­
tner's love of good land. His possession of Ferry Farm, near 
Fredericksburg, left to him by l1is father's ,viii, seemed much 
too remote. His 1nother was making her home there. until he 
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\vould come of age, and the impatience of youth made him 
feel already a man, e11titled to land of his own. As soon as he 
saw the fertile meadows of Bullskin, he knew that this must 
be his farm. Quietly, after his return to Mount Vernon, he 
l)egan to save his surveying fees. 

This wasn't easy. His importunate brothers, who regarded 
l1im as fa1nily banker, began to find that their small loans 
were entered with distressing accuracy in a small account 
ledger, and that the debts were duly collected in full, with 
interest. One entry records the settlement of a loan to 
''Austin'' for 1 pound, 13 shillings, by the payment of Austin's 
breeches, valtted at 1 pound, 15 shillings. But slowly the pence 
gre,\' to shillings, the shillings to pounds. 

George's older half-brother, Lawrence Washington, head of 
the family fortunes since his father's death, had been in failing 
health since his return from naval service at Cartagena under 
Admiral Vernon. Young George's contagious enthusiasm for 
tl1e frontier persuaded Lawrence to accompany him on a sec­
ond visit, in Jt1l)' of 1750. 

George had learned, on his first trip, of the Indian healing­
,,,aters at Berkeley Springs, which were gaining in reputation. 
It ,vas agreed that Lawrence would try a treatment there, for 
l,is persistent cough. Btit the promise of an opportunity to 
acquire fertile farmlands at exceedingly Io,v cost was un­
<lotthtedlv a11 added attractio11 . ., 

Lawrence was impressed. During the next two years, be­
fore his tragic early death in 1752, he made contiguous pur­
chases totalling 2089 acres of wonderful farmland. Meanwhile, 
on October 16, 1750, George Washington at eighteen years 
had signed deeds for the purchase of 453 well-watered acres 
near Bullskin Creek, owned by Robert Rutherford. Proudly, 
l1e drew up a survey, and named his new kingdom ''My Bull­
skin Plantation." 

5 
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ta 1· lJ.. l,1_ , 550 ac1·c .. till l1cld I>)· Lord I~airfax. 011 October 
2--tl1. G 01·ge acid d tl1e111 to l1is holding . 456 acres that be­
I nged to J a111e 1c('1·ackc11 \\ ere beyond yot111g George's im_ 
1n cliate al iii ty to pay for, 1Jut they \Vere part of his dream. 
Rctttrning to Mot1nt Vernon, he scraped together 45 pounds, 
took a <l ed, a11cl o-a ve McCracke11 his promise to pay off the 
l)ala11c ,,, ithi11 a f e,\ 111011ths. urveying fees paid off the debt 
a pro111i cl, a11cl 011 March 16, 1752, the proud young land-
0,,· 11 1· ,, a s able to rot111d off his Bullskit1 J:>]antation \\1 ith an­
o t 11 r J)t1rcl1a ~· e of 552 ac1·e ,' from George Johnson . 

.. o ,, J1e11 l..,a ,,. rcnce \:Va l1ingto11 died, in July of 1752, the 
t,,·o l)rotl,cr ~ o,,~1,ed at 1 ast 4000 .acres of beautiful land, on 
1 otl1 ~ id~ ~ of the Bullskin I~un between its heaclsprings and its 
111ot1tl1, tl1c 'he11a11doah River. This included the land later 
gi,· )11 to their )'0unger 1Jrother, Charles, on 'A1l1ich he bttilt 
·11arlc , 'I'o,, 11. 110\, cot111ty seat of Jefferson County, West 

\ i i r g i 11 i a . 

I a\,,r 11cc ~ I t1llski11 la11d .. , and Mottnt Vernon, ,vere left to 
l,i \vido,,, a11<l hi s111all da11gl1ter arah. In the event of their 
<lcatl1 .. . tl1 la11ds ,\·ere to lJe clivided bet,,,een Lawrence's 
l)rotl1 1·s . AJ)parentl), the f ro11tier fartnland ,vas already be­
i11g ltared a11cl \ ork d as tl1e settlement of La,vrence's 
c .. ' tatc me11tio11s Ia, es l)oth at Mot1nt Ver11on and on his lands 
011 tl1 I t1ll ski11. 

Dc1)riv cl of hi · gt1arclia11, mentor and idol (Lawrence), 
. ot1ng eorge , a hington rapidly matured in his position as 

11 acl of tl1e fan1ily. r . La\vrence \ ashington shortly began 
to talk of 1narrying George Lee, of Westmoreland County. In 
ti, i11ter t of k epi11g J_a,,,rence's Mottnt Vernon estate in 
tl1 f a111iJ_, ha11d George \ , a l1ington offered the ,~ ido,v a 
fair price for it pttrcha , ,,,J1icl1 she accepted. 

0011 aft r\ ard La\ 1 rence s only t1rviving child, little 
aral1 , }iecl. o ". i11 acldition to managing tl1e izable farm at 

o t111t \ r11on. ancl Iii~ O\\: n 13t1l) ·ki11 lancls~ George Washing-

6 
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ton had the eldest brothe1·'s rcspon ~ibility of 111a11aging the 
frontier lands whicl1 1·everted to San1uel, John Augttsti11e, a11d 

lharles. ~'o,v it ,,·as l1is ti'n1e to be l1ead of tl1e family. 

Fro111 1754-56, George Wasl1i11gto11 ,vas stationed at Win­
cl1ester, Va., as lieutenant-colo11el in cl1arge of frontier fortifi­
cations. He \vas looki11g for\\1ard to the time when his younger 
brothers ,vottld reach maturity, a11d take up their lands on the 
fertile frontier. In their i11terest. he kept a \vatchful eye on 
its clevelopment. 

Washingto11's official correspondence for the period indi .. 
cates that he took his responsibilities \Vith characteristic seri­
ousness. He wrote laboriously detailed requests to headqua1·­
ters concerning the needs of his men, and the urgency of im-
111ediate sttpplies in the frontier defense. 

His letters were either refused or ignored, and consequently 
g·re\\i· rapidly more blistering in their condemnation of the 
blt111derings of top brass. But they reveal a great deal abot1t 
the young officer's character, including his fixed habit of per­
s 011al attention to detail. A life-long habit, it undoubtedly 
brottght him f reqttently from Wincl1ester to the Bullskin. 
,vhere 4(X)() acres of rich farmland ,vas being cleared and plant­
ed in the family interest. a11d the bt1ilding of stone and brick 
l1ot1ses begt1n. 

In vie,v of George \ ,\ t ashingto11's prope11sity for detailed 
recording of matters of personal or family interest, it may 
seem strange that no diaries exist detailing the developme11: 
of Bullskin properties, and the building of George's ''Rock 
Hall'', Samuel's ''Harewood'', Jol1n Augustine's ''Blakeley'', 
and Cl1arles' ''Happy Retreat''. Bttt the diary of 1754 is by 
Washington's o\vn notation merely a series of hurried notes 
made dttring his military expedition. Those of 1755-59 are re­
ported in his compiled diary as ''lost, or not kept." 

After General Washington's death. and subsequently his 
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\vido,v's, his letters and papers became the property of his 
nephew, Judge Bushrod Washington, heir of Mot1nt Verno11. 
At Judge Bushrod's death, they were divided between his 
nephews, Bushrod Corbin and John Augustine, the brothers 
,vho built large houses at Blakeley and Claymont Court on the 
Bullskin. Both of these houses suffered complete destruction 
by fire, and were rebuilt. Missing diaries pertaining to the 
properties in this section, and other papers of General Wash­
ington's that would have been in the brothers' keeping, may 
have been lost in these fires. 

Today, the story of the Bullskin lands must be pieced to­
gether from scattered records and the factual material that 
verifies the traditional history told by living descendants. 

Old county writing refers to tl1e building of Harewood and 
Happy Retreat as ''under the supervision of George Washing­
ton.'' A Washington descendant has a receipt for the hauling 
of stone for Harewood in 1756, when one Shirley Smith was 
paid for his work ''one acre of land per team per day.'' 

Elderly descendants of the last Washingto11 family to own 
Rock Hall remember a hand-drawn and illustrated map, made 
and signed by George Washington, platting his Rock Hall 
farm. The four corner markings, (a tree, a large stone, etc.), 
were elaborately drawn as decoration in the four corners of 
tl1e map. It was only recently discovered by the family that 
this priceless paper had disappeared, perhaps in the burning of 
Rock Hall, or later theft. Each member of the family thought 
that it was being preserved by another, until a frenzied series 
of letters revealed that it had disappeared. 

However, the fact that George Washington had built on his 
Bullskin Farm by 1755 is established by a letter to Sally Fair­
fax, dated ''Bullskin, April 30, 1755." He had stopped at his 
quarters to check on his plantation business before leaving the 
next day to join Braddock's ill-fated expedition. 

9 
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... . . ~ 
- - - - - - - - - - --

J n 1760 \\1a l1ingto11's diaries were rest1n1ed at t1ount Ver­
J1011 a11d tl1e • co11tai11 repeated references to l1is active farm­

i11g of the ]3ullskin lancls. 

''Had 15 Hogs arrived from Bull kin." ''\•Vrote to Hardwick 
( l1is a rseer) orcleri11g do,vn 2 mares from there and desiring 
l1im to engage n1e a ditcl1er. I11closed a letter from my brother 
J 110. to his o,1erseer F arre11 Littleton." 

''f{ec iv d lctt r infor111ing me that the smallpox had got 
a111ono- 1n}~ CJttarters'' (at the Bullskin). On this unhappy oc­
ca ion, \i\' ashi11gton directed tl1at ''if any more at the upper 
Qt1arter gets it, to l1ave the1n remo,1ed to 1ny Room, and the 

urse s nt for." 

rfl1is '•Room'' ,vas the original house at Rock Hall. Later, 
according to local <le "Cendants, George Washington enlarged 
this strt1ctt1re i11to a coin fortable l1ouse, which he then named 
Flock Hall. f ter hi , death, it ,vas furtl1er enlarged by Thomas 
Hite \ illis, 1nt1ch as Mot1nt Vernon ,vas built around an ear­
] i 1- a 11 d ma 11 er ho u. e. 

In J)ite of the sn1allpox, ,,,ork went al1ead at George Wash­
ington Bullskin plantatio11. riis diary records that the crop 
n1ade tl1er i11 1760, by hristopher Hard"rick with 14 hands, 
,,,a 12,862 lbs. 

!11 March of 1769, v\1as11ington made a trip to the frontier 
to urv y lands he had bot1gl1t from the heir of ''King'' Carter. 
Part of tl1 famous Carte1·' .. 21 ,CXX) acres lay in \Vhat was then 
l◄ reclerick Cot1nty. 

\ l1ile \ ashington was executing the deeds in Winchester, 
11 n1ad the first of a er1e of leases to tenant farmers to be 

ett1ed t1pon 11i Bullski11 lands. He divided a substantial por­
tion of hi holding into 200-acre tracts, put a reliable tenant 
farmer i11 charg · of eacl1 tract, and ~igned with each farmer 
a r markably d tail d lease. 

Th fine han<l\J riting rt1n over three page'" in the deed 

10 
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books, but l1ricfly, \Vashi11gton's standard requirements were 
these: 

Each tena11t should build 011 the property committed to his 
charge a 20-ft. dwelling house and a good 40-ft. barn, plant 
and care for specific crops, install certain ''creatures'', erect 
and maintain fences, pla11t an orchard and vineyard, and pre­
serve the woodlots withottt o,~ercutting. 

Each farm \,ras to be open to inspection by Washington's 
overseer at a11y time V\1ithout ,varning1 and in the event of any 
breach of contract, the propert)' ,vas to revert to Washington. 

011 October 6tl1, 1770, George Washington made another 
recorded trip to the frontier, on his ,vay to see about the Ohio 
lands he had petitioned for his regiment. His diary mentions 
a dinner visit ,vith his brotl1er Satnuel, who had moved to 
Harewood from Fredericksburg on September 16, 1770. On 
this triJ), \,Vashington stopped by Rock Halt, as well. 

Through all these years, Colonel Washington had been serv­
i11g in increasingly respo11sible military offices. By March of 
1774, l1e was in \,\Ti11chester again, tightening up his holdings 
against the bre,ving storm of war. On the 16th and 17th, he 
sig11ed leases \\1ith three more tenant farmers, for standard 
lease agreen1ents on l1is Bullskin land. 

A carefttl check of tl1e boundary lines mentioned in these 
agreements sho,vs that Washington rented tracts all around 
the 550 acres on ,vhich his Rock Hall stood. But there is no 
lease for his 111anor tract. 

In the ensuing bttsy years, Ge11eral Washington's property 
was tinder management of his cousin, Mr. Lund Washington. 
It is not until December of 1785 that General Washington's 
name again appears 011 rental leases for four further tenants 
on the Bullskin lands. 

Except to historians, the study of these leases may seem a 
little dt111. Rut they prove conclusively that General Washing-

11 
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ton not only ow11ed the Bullskin plantation in Jefferson 
County up until the time of his death, but was farming it with 
his customary good planning and careful farm management. 

It is small wonder that between the rental leases to so many 
tenants, and the conflicting claims of numerous heirs, General 
Washington's Bullskin lands lay in complicated litigation from 
the time of his death, in 1799, until late in the fall of 1819, 
when the controversy was finally settled by court order. 

Partitioning of the rest of General Washington's lands on 
the Bullskin between the various descendants of his brothers 
is a study of its own. His original plantation, by then known 
as ''Rockhall'', was thrown into a suit in chancery, finally 
decided in the Superior Court in Richmond. Thomas Lee was 
declared to have been the purchaser of the Rockhall property, 
and his heirs were reqttired to pay the full amount of the 
purchase price. 

On their failure to comply, the land was duly advertised for 
sale, and on November 20, 1818, Lawrence Lewis became the 
purchaser, for the sum of $17,115. The following October, 
Mr. Lewis sold Rockhall to Matthew Ranson, of Jefferson 
County. In March, 1830, Matthew Ranson sold to Thomas 
Hite Willis of Jefferson County, and Elizabeth his wife. 

And here a stra11ge combination of circumstances provided 
that the property should again return to Washington des­
cendants. 

John Augustine Washi11gton III, of Mount Vernon, great­
grandson of General Washington's beloved brother of the 
same name, had given up in despair the impossible task of 
trying to raise his large family at Mount Vernon. There was 
a terrific overhead for necessary repairs and upkeep, and a 
constantly increasing reception and entertainment of admirers 
of Washington, and plain curiosity seekers. He regretfully 
sold the estate to the Mount Vernon Ladies Association, and 
moved to a new home near Warrenton, Va. 

13 
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Hi daugl1tc1· J a11c Cl1arlotte \Vasl1i11g·ton, n1arried Nathan­
iel Hit illis, son of Thomas Hite Willi , of Rock Hall. In 
tl1i rottn(labout fa~ hio11, Rock Hall again becatne the prop-

1·t .. of direct de cendant: <>f George \ . asJ1ington's brother. 

t Rock I-Iall, the Willis'~ large family was born, and lived 
u11til the total destruction of the big house by fire in 1906. 
The family then moved to Charles Town, \Vhere three of the 
si ters still live and a brother, Thomas Hite Willis, has his 
, mn1er home. 

Dt1ri11g the \ illi 's reside11ce at Rock Hall, the Washington 
f amilie • of Harewood, Blakeley, Claymont Court, Happy Re­
treat and Rock Hall vi ited back and forth constantly. Gay 
family partie , \\1ith dozens of cousins, were held on every 
oc a ion or \vithottt any excuse. Christmas was a festive day, 
, ~ith cousins from the ''low-country'' arriving to help in the 
celebrat io11 . ''My n1otl1er'', says one of the Willises proudly 
''had hristma in l1er bones." 

f £ ter the tragic burning of the big house tl1rough fire in the 
adjoining kitchen wing, the Willis family settled in town, and 
old Rock Hall to Ivlr. John Bu·rns, on October 1st, 1912. His 

11eir leased the farm in December of 1944, to the Victor 
P1·oducts orporation. 

ecl1ristened ''Romance'', historic Rock Hall, nee ''Bullskin'', 
became a part of the Victor Farms, one of the successful pro­
jec s of Mr. R . . T. Funkl1ouser. We t Virginia industrialist, 
, ho recently pttrchased the Raskob estate on Maryland's 
Ea t r11 hore. ith Rock Hal), Mr. Funkhouser also bought 
and re tored other Bullskin estates of the Washington family, 

laymont ourt Blakeley Happy Retreat and Cedar Lawn, 
and lea ed and redecorated Locust Hill. 

The \• ashington Homes, all built by the Washington 
brother or their i1nmediate descendants on the land owned 

y a,vrence and eorge a hington have become a focal 
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J)oi11t of county inte1·cst to tl1ot1sa11cls of visito1·s in Jefferson 
Cot1nt)·. l-Iare,\~ood, home of Samttel, eldest ft1ll brother of 
George \\'ashington, is 110,v being beautifully restored by Dr. 
J ol1n \\1 asl1ingto11, a direct descendant and prese11t o,vner. 

Rece11tl):- , George Wa ·l1i11gton's 0'"1n plantation, Rock Hall, 
,vas st1b-leasecl l)y Mr. Fttnkhouser to Mr. Fra11k Mower, 
c·11arleston inclt1strialist, \vho also bot1ght Claymont Court. 
Mr. Mo\vcr ,,,ill co11ti11ue to use it as part of a large Hereford 
f ar111 OJ)eratio11. A tena11t fan1ily lives quietly and happily in 
c;eorge \Vashington's olcl tenant hot1se. 

So to those of tl1c cot111ty who ren1e111ber its past, Rock Hall 
remai11s virtttally unchanged. A bevy of small colored child­
re11 l1ang on tl1e gate, as children l1ave througl1 long genera­
tio11s. The Rt111 still flo,vs cool and clear across the drive and 
J)ast the olcl "' tone spri11g hottse. Prize Hereford steers slow­
ly f ollo,v tl1e Rt111, as George \Vashington's ''steers from the 
Bttllskin'' did i11 his lifeti1ne:- their rich red coats a perfect 
color note agai11st the lush native blttegrass. Overhanging the 
road arc enormot1s locttsts, perl1aps planted by George Wash­
ingto11, ,,,ho lo\~ecl them . 

. I\. spri11ghot1se, a meathottse, a long narro,v tenant house, a 
barn, and the overgro,vn foundation hole of Rock Hall, 
George \:Vasl1i11gton's Rttllskin farn1, are all that a visitor 
cot1lc) see today. 

Bt1t there is. too, the ''Roma11ce'' of old stone buildings, 
peace and co11tentn1cnt of a charming pastoral setting, the 
play of ligl1t and shado,,,,. on \\'ater and meadow, and the in­
escapal)le feeli11g that General Washington's chosen land is 
still, perl1aps, his favorite place to be. 

As we say in the County, it isn't really George Washington's 
''T4'ost Plantation''.-it's been here all the time! 
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James B. Washington: An Often 
Forgotten One-Time Resident and 

De cendant of the George Washington 
Family in Jefferson County 

. Beckman 1 

nc 01· tht: untold torie of the Wa hington family of Jeffer on 

ot111t pertain~ tel aj r Jam Barroll Wa hington (a great great 
grand11 phe\\' of eorge a hingto11 ) .. one of four children born to 

olt1ncl L, j ~ ashir1gto11 ( l 12-1871) and hi .. wife Mary Ann Barroll 
( I 17- 1 44 .. and a one-time re ident of Jeffer on County and Colon I 

tl hington .. \ Beal lair e tat . Ho\ er, it i" not n1erely Jame B. 
\ a l1ineton.. fie ti11 g re idenc in Jeffer on ounty that i worthy of 
11 t . Ratl1er .. thi , on - ti111e on of Jeffer on County can be aid to be 

ta11~cntiall)1 co11ne t d to the tor of John Brown~ .. raid i11 1859, a the 
\ 1 11t r lttt s to the orp. of adet of the . . Militar Academ at 

\ e t Poi11t .. a11d ho\ th cad t. coll cti \ I r acted to thi divi ive raid. 
1~urtl1er .. t 111 t\\' O ) ' ar lat r. a hington find him elf" the ubject 

::1lcJ11e ,,,itl1 ,eor< . U',t r~ of one of the famou photographic image~ 

of tl1e "i ,,i I \\1 ar. Tl1i" bri f arti le r count~" the e two incident\ in th 
lit'e f J,11ne \\1,1 l1i11gto11 and pro ide a fe\ more particulars of· hi~ life 
f.. r t l1 re ,1 d r. 

J ,1 111 e B . \ a l1 in gt o 11 \ '-1 born on u O u t 2 6.. 1 3 9. i n Baltimore .. e 
11 I . th s co 11 ci of. t \ v o 11 (1 f o lone I Le,\ i a hi n gt on • the t~i r~ t on 

i11\ orbi11 a hir1<-1 t n \vho \Va born in March l 37 and 

d i ' I i 11 c I) t e 111 b t: r 1 . Hi l , o i t r ~ . a r y n n a\ hi n gt on and 
..J l i z ,l R id O I ' B c ,t 11 a .. 11 i ,1 ton " \\ t: re born i n June l 4 I and o ember 
I 4 . r ,. ~ p t i ,, e l )' . ""' I i a \ a h i 11 g t o n . t h o u 11 g e l () f Co l o n e I 

\\1·t ~ l1i11.2:t 11· l1ildr 11~ ,,fa bor11 in Jeff r~on aunt , pre umably at 

I all,1ir. I 11cl \ ' ~1 hi11gto11 had rcloc,1t d fron1 Ba]tirnore. ar)1la11d 

1 J,1111e Be 111a11 i , n a s iate profi r at tl1 11i,1 r .. i1)' f T:l111pa, i11 T,1r11pa. Florida. 
< n I lIITCntl . f\' a 1)1 l1ai1· lhe o,~n1n1e11t. I-Ii tclf) a11c c) iolog) De1),1rt,11c11t at 

tl1 it_ 1 ,1n1pa. 11e i al a JJan- ti111e r side11t o Jcffcr, >11 ()tint} . 
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to Beall air in Jefferson County in 1840. 2 

In 1859, James Washington began hi plebe year at West Point, 
representing Jefferson County, Virginia. During his two year stint at the 
Academy, Washington certainly met and befriended many young men 
who would go on to serve with distinction and honor in the coming 
national conflict on both sides-men like Patrick O'Rorke and Alonzo 
Cushing-who would both serve in the Union A11ny and give their live 
at Gettysburg on the second and third days of the battle at Little Round 
Top and the center of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge, respectively. 
On the Southern side men like John Pelham from Alabama-the ''gallant 
Pelham'' - as Robert E. Lee called him in the official Confederate battle 
reports following Fredericksburg. Indeed, Robert E. Lee's comment 
about Pelham that ''it is glorious to see such courage in one so young,' 
could equally apply to the whole generation of cadets during 
Washington's time at the Academy. However, of all the individuals, 
Washington thought that George A. Custer, a flamboyant cadet from 
Ohio, to be the most memorable-describing him (Custer) to be ''the 
rarest man I knew at West Point.'' 3 Indeed, Custer created this 
impression on Washington at one of their very first meetings. In seeing 
Custer arrive back at West Point after a furlough Washington 
remembered a crowd gather, presumably on the plain (parade ground), 
with the collective uttering of ''Here comes Custer.'' 

When John Brown raided Harpers Ferry only a few months later, it 
doubtlessly had a profound impact on James Wa hington and his fellow 
cadets. According to historian Thomas Fleming, John Brown's raid ''had 
appalled and infuriated almo t every Southern cadet'' and ''an added 
grievance' to the Corps of Cadets was ''Brown's eizure of Colonel Lewi 
Washington, father of cadet James B. Washington ... ''4 Of course, adding 
fuel to the proverbial fire was that John Brown' men had al o killed an 
alumnus of the Military Academy, George W. Turner (Class of 1831). 
Turner, living at Wheatland, was a prominent farmer in Jefferson County 
and was killed by the raiders when he went to investigate on October 17, 
1859. 

A the Southern Confederacy was formed in the early months of 1861, 

2 Jefferson County Historical Society, Between the Shenandoa/1 and t/1e Poto,nac: Histo,·ic 
Homes of Jefferson Counf)1, West Virginia, Charles Town, WV: 1990, at page 61. 

3 Wert, Jeffrey P., Custer, Touchstone, New York New York: 1996, at page 55 
4 Thomas J . Fleming, West Point: T/1 e M en and Ti,nes of tlie U11ited States Militar}' 

Acadeniy, William Morrow and Company, New York, 1969, at page 142 
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,1 111'1jorit}' of· tl1 ot1tl1e1·r1 adet\ at West Point re ·igned from the 
a ad 111 , l< accc1)t co1111ni\~tons i11 the ne\ ly for~ming Co11federate Army 

or i,1 \tatc 111ilitias. Ja1nes a\hington did \O a \ ell and \Vas a signed to 
t 11 s t ,1 ff o 1' 11 f c de rat e G c n er a I Jo e p h . J oh n \ton i 11 i r g i n i a. 
H< \\' e,-. Ja111 s a~hington did not quickly forget --·the rare t man he 
had 111et \\1l1ilc at v e t Point. Du1~i11g the Penin~ula Campaign of 1862 
, \ 111 i le \\1 a~ l1 i 11 ht o 11 \,,a. "er vi n g on the ta ff' of Con federate Gener al 
Johtl\t 11. lie l1c1d a11other bru" h ,vith the flamboyant George Cu ter. 
I LI r i 11 g t 11 c i 11 i ti al \tag e of the Batt I of the even Pine .. on May 3 I 
I 6__ a l1ir1gtor1 \Va ent by John~ on to reconnoiter the Federal line 
, 11 ~r1 the t·i r\t aide that John on ent for reconnoitering purpo e did r1ot 
1·eturn. nf~ortt1nat ly for a~ hington, he tumbled into Federal picket 
li11e _ \\'a , ca1Jtured, and sent to General McClellan ~ headquarter after 
l1i "apture. l1ile at h adquarter ~ he met Custer and the two 
prc\un1,1bl11 re111ir1i c d about old tir11e. . Cu ter wa. a igned to the Fifth 

• .S. aval1'" ,ind a an aid on cClellan ~taff. It wa during thi . 
n1\?cti11e that 011e of tl1e fa1nou , image~ of the Civi] War \va taken by 
JJl1otograpt1er J a111e't . Gib on. 

Ja111c Gib\011 \\' a\ ,l\\igned b ivil War photographer Alexander 
,11-d11er to photo 0 rapl1 image. a Ge11eral McClellan commenced hi. 

StcJ l1cr1 \\1• 

1e \\ ) ' rk, I 

campaign to\v ard c; Rich­
n1or1d. Gib "' on recognized 
that a photograph of one­
ti1ne We. t Point cla\ n1ate. 
might rnake for a very 
poignar1t image that \vould 
embody the n1uch larger 
frat er 11 a I co 11 f'l i ct bet\\- e en 

o rt 11 a n d S o u t h . Th LI ~ ~ 

Gib on had a~hingto11 'lnd 
Ll ter po. e together t·or a 

pl1otogra1)l1. G i b~o11 e11ded 
u p t a k i 11 ° t \ \' o d i ff e re r1 t 
pl1otoeraph - -one of~ Cu\ter 

and a~hineton po .. ine 
tog ct her a 11 d o 11 e \\' it h a 

I .. ibra11 of ngre. ) 'OU11g Black child. 

ars. ·ro 1/1 ,ares of Ri 11111011d: Tl, Pe11i11 11/(1 (lll1f)(li, 111, Ti k11or , r l='i t: I J . 
__ at pa e J _ 
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13RADY S AI.JBU11 GALLERY. 

~~ 
No. 428. 

:Lieut.Washington, a Confederate Prisoner, 
&·~ k ~- ~ J. ' D I • " 

CAP-. C u. . A. tr ....... _."'-"': , ,:fe r 

10i·The Photograpl1s of thi serio • oro t1\ker1 clir.-.ctly from n turn, t eon• 
s id ri\.blo c~> "t .. \' ar11i11~ i~ t 1,crcl,lrc lfi Pr1 t)1nt 1CKal proceeding will 
Wat ouco 1nst1tut ed a.g~iinst any parry iD(I'lD.ging he copy,ight . 

• 

Library of Congress 

Including the Black child in one of the two versions of the photograph 
was presumably intended to add another dimen ion of poignancy to the 
photograph - the idea of brother fighting against brother pre umably in 
part to determine the fate of the countless enslaved. It is also reported that 
it was Washington who suggested that Gibson entitle the image ''Both 
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idcL I a11d I the C.,at1 <..e. ~·<., It~ 011c look. at the i1nage \Vi th the child~ the 
c 11 i l d i c I e c:l r J )' .. i t t i 11 g c I o s er to a h i n gt on than to Cu ~ t r. Some 

t1b\C{.}Ue11t captio11 to thi photograph erroneou ly declared the child to 
b tht= ~lave or ~er\1 ant f a "hir1gton - a declaration which i~ highly 
i 111prol1ablt:. gi,1e11 that a\l1ington \ a captured behind enemy front line~ 
, l1 ile reco11noiteri11g. It i~ much more likel that the child \ a one of the 
111ar1)' Black\ tl1at flocked to the nion rmy a it moved from the Jame 
Ri,1er t0\\1c1rds the city of Richn1ond. Indeed according to the n1emoir of 

u ter \\1i te Libbie, ~ l1e \\ a~ told that the . lave at clo er to Washington 
<:1J1d tl1e 011fcdcrate ~idc) at the specific reque. t of Wa hingto11. 7 While 
0 1ne ,1hat SJ)ecu lati\1 on could argue that Wa hington 111~i. ted 011 the 

IJtl it1<)11i11 g of tl1e ·l1ild i11 order to gi e the appearance of the outh being 
tl1e alleged bt:r1e ficc11t protector of uch indi idual , a oppo. ed to the 
e 11s l c1 \ 1er l)r tl1at the BJack population i11 the outh had a loyalty to the 

.0 11t .. e<lera ')' . 
Tl1e i1n,1ge of u ter and Wa hington appeared in Harper "' Weekly a 

hl)rt tir11e later ,ind both image \ ere publi hed and circulated around 
the cou11try. cco rdi11g to author Jaine\ . Robbin , the re sulting 
pl1oto<1 raph, a () \\ell k110\vn i11 the orth, that Jame B. Washing ton 

d g tag~ \Ver 1n i r1t d ,1 r1d di~ tributed a col le table in the orth. "'8 At 
tl1e 0 11 lt1si r1 ot" thi 111eeting , u .. t r reputedly ga e Wa ·hi11gton ~ome 

111011e)' bet' re l1c , as cnt to tl1 rear and ft•Wa. hington and hi <; fa1nily 
n e ,, e r r· o r ~ CJ t t h k i n d 11 e . '· 9 g a i n , a c c o rd i n g to R o b b i n 
··\ 1a ... 11i11gt 11 .. ... r11oth r later ga\c u ter a butto11 made from a piece of· 
, 11 ~11 l1ell. 01·iginall)1 frc)n1 0 11 of George Wa, hington .. coat.. . Cu. ter 
l1ad tl1 bt1tto11111ot111t - d 011 gold and ga\1 it to Libbie a a broocl1 .-' 10 

\ 11 i I ti t 1· .. , f',1111e ar1cl fate afte1· tl1e ar i tl1e ~ub ject of count I ~~ 
'lrti I\,; ,111 I b ok ... . little l1a be n \vritten about tl1e other individual of th 
pl1ot . o \\1 11 at b'-=c ,1111 of a ,hi r1gto r1 . fter I 5 9, there doe not 
apf)L ,1r to b a 11 ) ' r ·ord of J an1e, 'a l.. hi 11 g ton 1·et urning to J e ffc r so11 

.. Jt1 11tv. <lr1d 11 i ~ 11 ·tcd a a rc,1d 11t of C\ York in the I 60 cen u ., 

prc '"' t1r11~1bl)1 .. a, a 'ad tot~ tl1 .. 1ilitary cade tTI)') . H1\ 1'athcr 

Cc 1"11 rna R 1: 1age l. 1'/1 t 1 Iii ·10 1· ' Br,ff' • G1,ide 10 1l1e i,1il \\1c11·. ur11('c1 l,1r1d 1-I ou,\! 
I' t I b Ii s 11 i n , . t • 11, i 11 c. _ . . at I t 

7 r,~a) } r - , flt 
Ja111c . R ,bbir1 . !..List i11 1 "11<~ir le, : C,, tt11·, l' icke11, (J11d tire G<J<JI"' of \Ve ·r PrJi111. 

l-:.11 t1r1t ·r 13 k . 1 c,,, 'I' ork, _ 6. at page _6Q_ 

> \\fen. l l . at 
10 R bbi11 , _ . at p gt:: 011lcnt ap() ari11 i11 ·r1d,1ote r1t1n1b >r 17) 
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Colonel Lewis Washington remarried a young bride, Ella Bassett, in 
1860. After the War started, he left Beallair in charge of his overseer, 
John Earnest, and moved to hi father-in-law's home, Clover Lea, in Cold 
Harbor, Virginia, approximately 7 miles from Richmond. While at 
Clover Lea, Ella Washington writes in her diary, 1 1 that she asked Custer, 
now a general, to protect them from renegade northern troops. He 
provided a guard and vi ited her at Clover Lea. 

According to a letter written by Ella Washington on October 12, 1896 
the Washingtons were surprised to learn that the property (Beallair) was 
confiscated by the Federal government as abandoned property and ''that 
the man we left in charge of the place had been appointed agent of the 
Government to hold it for the United States. This man, named John 
Earnest, now dead, held Beall Air 12 and endeavored to purchase the 
e tate for a trifling sum from the parties who gave him the authority to 
hold it. After the close of the War, in 1866, I went to Washington and 
urged an investigation of the matter which was finally settled in our favor 
and we returned to our wrecked and desolate home.'' 13 When Lewis 
Washington died in 1871, Ella Washington sold Beallair. 

In the meantime, after James Washington's capture in 1862, he was 
sent as a prisoner of war to Fort Delaware in June 1862. He was 
exchanged two months later, in September 1862, for a Lieutenant James 
Blair. Upon his return, he rejoined Johnston's staff. By 1864, 
Washington i serving in Alabama where he meets and marries a woman 
named Jane Bretney Lanier (the wedding took place on February 23, 
1864). Her marriage to Washington was her second marriage. In another 
quirk of history, Jane Bretney Lanier's first hu band-a man by the name 
of Powhatan Bolling Cabell-died the same month that Jefferson County 
saw the execution of John Brown, namely in December 1859. After the 
war, James Washington and his wife are listed in the 1870 U.S. Censu a 
residing in Baltimore, MD. By 1880, again according to census material 
he had moved to Pitt burgh, Pennsylvania, where he lived until his death 
on March 6, 1900. He was employed by the B&O Railroad, apparently as 
an accountant, and seems to have lived a fairly quiet existence after the 
war. His postwar life can certainly be contrasted with the life of West 

1 1 Jefferson County Mu eum 
1 2 Ella Wa hington preferred the two word name of her home. 
1 3 Letter of Ella Ba sett Wa hington to Jame E, Taylor, dated October I 2th, 1896, and 

reprinted in Tl1e James E. Ta}t/or Sketchbook, The Western Reserve Hi torical Society 
Publication Number 
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\ l1il J ,1111t:"- v ~t\l1i11gto11 r1ev er retL1rned to Jeffer on Cot1nty'I ar1d 
\\1l1ile ,1CCl)L111t ()1. 1<)1111 Bro,\111 's raid a11d the hi~tor1 of the Beallair E5tate 
ir1 J tf cr\()J1 ()u11t toda)' almo .. t al, a1 \ omit any reference to Jame\ 
\ ,1 11 i 11 <l to n . he re 1n ,1 i n a part of J e f t'e r o 11 o u n t y h i • to r )' . J a n1 e. 
- a l1i11gt 11 • I f!aC)' i fore er pre er ed in that image that \ a~ taken by 

J ~1r11es ib or1 i11 the irginia country\ide out ide of Richmond back in 
11 a)' I 6 _ ,l n d 11 c i ,1 re n1 i n de r that even ind i vi du a I , that re id e in 

Je ff'er\()11 <Jt1 11t for 0111 a .. hort time often contribute in unperceivable 
(111d u1111otic abl , a1 ~ to tl1e fabric of Jeffer on County hi tory and 

ti I tt1re - t111 per c i vable a11d often unnoticeable - but nonethele , often 
i111porta11tl . 'Tl11'-> \\' a true for Jam Wa hington and it remain true 
tc)d<tY for the cot111tle\ "- indi idual " mo,1ing in and out of Jefferson Count 
Ctl , h )' ar. 
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The Portrait of Charles Washington 
by John A. Washington 

Editor's note: Mr. Wasliington of Chevy Chase sitbmitted this article in 
1992 for pitblication in the Magazine; for some reason it was not i,sed. 
While corresponding with him on another matter, he mentioned it to me. I 
thoitgl1t it would be a great addition to oitr Washi,igtonfamily edition. 

Courtesy George Washington's Fredericksburg Foundation 

A photograph of a portrait of Charles Washington ( 1738-1799), 
founder of Charles Town, has long hung in the Clerk's office in the 
County Court House. Copies are common, and appeared in store 
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,,1i11d 1,\ \ lip find do\ 11 ashington t1~eet dt1ring the 1986 Bicent nnial 
celebration. 

1.,11 locatior1 of· the original portrait ha been unknown and u picion 
abc)ut tl1e pictur ·" authenticit ha naturally ari en. It eem important. 
thcr t·o1·e t() pt· ~ent the t'ollo\ ing cerpt from letter \vhich e tabli h 
tl1e l1istory or· the original harle Wa ~hington portrait and it · ultimate 
fat . 

L tt r" Jt1ne I 0 .. 194 7, from Margaret Ball Thomp ~on Wirt (Mr . 
i)Jia1n . irt 16 l/2 Howard enue, Rockvil le Indiana to John A. 
,1 11 i n O l O 11 : 

•• ... M_ • /Je(1l1tifi1l l1r>11.~e IJ111·11ed las·t _}'ea ,- a11d I lost much of tl1e 

clc1tc1 I l1t1ll ~\·Ct\ l"CI. Y(Jlt k11ol, I l1ad tl11·ee old painti11gs of Ch els. 

\\1c1.~~J1i11 ,~to11, i,·(fe, c111cl a 11 ot/1er I ivaJ· 110! 5·i11·e. Tl1e_) were all 

cle\·t,·o. eel. It ,, c1. fo1·t1111c1te t/1e (Jt/1e1· tl1ing had been er1t to 
K ~,1111f.J1·e, 01· t/1e, l\ '<J itlc/ be lo,\'t ... '' 

cttc1· eb. _ 1948" ame to ame: 
'' . . . ,,~ t <J t/10.s·e JJfJ 1·t1·t1it J' , .\ <Jn 1e 0 11 e i 11 Wa~c; l1 ing to 11, I think c1 

Bc1ll l\ ,·or 111e c1 .\·ki11 , 111e to .se11d tl1e111 cit lzi5· expen.\e. He iva.5· 

l11·iti11r.: (l l1i.strJ1-.,· r;f tlze \, c1.\·/1i11gtrJ11 .s. Tlze_,., 1,ve,·e r>ld ancl frc1il, .srJ 

111, H11\l1c111cl trJ(Jk t/1e 111 i,z t/1e _)'ctrd c1r1cl 1nc1de a c·op)'. H e wrote 
c111tl 1l1c111k ll ,,,l_., IJ111 \c1icl t/1e_,. ii e1·e too lc1te Jo, .. lzi5· /Jook. O¾ if I 
,. 111 111/Je1·, c--(J /Ji ,\· o.f tl1e111 c11·e at K e 11ivorJc/ ( J·ic·: Ke11n1or·e ). 

Ec11·lie1· I <·011/cl /1(1\ e ,\·e,11 _}·011 ~o,11e. YeL\' , 0I1e li·aLs Clza~\· W. 1vife. 

T/1e_, l\ ?,·e JJ(1i111ecl 011 /cJoked like c>il ~tot/1, little blcic·k frc1111es. 

1\1r111 Kitt_, .,·c,icl 1l1e_, \\ ?,·e pl1i111ecl lJ)' c1 trc1,1elli11g c1rti t, /1e1· 

111,,1 l,e,· t<Jlll l1e1·. T/1 :1_\ l1l111.~ O\ e,- 111., tc1ir 1,;c1.,. T/1c1t pur·t h11r11ecl, 

a11cl it \\ <,,, .. fo1·11111c1te tl1e Relic~· li1c1 .. \· c1t K e 11i1 ood ( .. \·ic·)for I /(J~t 

7
\ ';) ,·. tl1i11 , i11 1l1c1t ·!(JL,·e 1. I 110 clott!Jt tole/ ~' ·011 hefo,,.e t/1 ';J e11ti1·e 

t t/J JJ :, , • .. \·to,-_) • , t c,~, .. [-, l11·11 eel (111cl c1 I l 111) • fJ(I /Je ,,. ~- ... \' 

\ itl1 tl1i i11fo1·111,1tio11 the hi tor of tl1e O\ ner hip of the po11rait ca11 

b d I u , I. \ h 11 11 ,1 t* I\.: \ a" h i 11 Qt on ( 1 7 - I 7 9 9) a11 d hi v i f·e M i l d red 

,.fl1c r11t 11 "a 17 .. 9-ca le ()4 died. th portrait ,vere doubt le L at Happ) 
I tr ·1t. f \l th i "' ti 111 tl1 )' n1u t l1a ve b n tak n to her horn in Lce~burg 
h\ tt1 Ide t d, LJghtcr. ·1 r1d el<lc t urvi in° chil(l .. France a~ hin£!ton -
17 - 1. 1- . \\1ido,v of Blirg Ball ar1d \\1ife of Dr. Fra11c1 H. Pe ton. 

\ 111er1 lr . P\,;_ ' l<J11 dtl:U i11 I l _ .. th portr,1it ca,ne int th pt) e,,ion 
f 11 r Ide l t1r 1 i,1 i11° 'hi ld.. 1lildrc<l Thor11ton Ball ( 17 6-1854) .. \ hcl 

111arrit:: 1 i11 l 1 _Q \~' illi·:1111 ill Tho111p ~on (and tl1us. i11cid ntall)' .. be an1c 
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stepmother of Richard Wigginton Thomp on, Secretary of the Navy in 
the Garfield administration.) At her death in 1854, Mrs. Thompson left 
two daughters and a son. 

The elder daughter ''Aunt Kitty'' of M1· . Wirt's letter, wa Catherine 
Mildred Thomp on ( 1822-ca 1901), wife of Richard C. Littleton, of 
Loudoun County. When she died without is ue, and her younger i ter 
had al o died without issue, the portraits came into the hand of the 
family of their only brother, George Wa hington Lafayette Thompson 
( 1825-ante 1900) 
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r. l10111p"c)n l1ad rnarried in 1855 arah M. Br ant, daughter of· 
\ 1 J J i ,1 r11 Perk 1 11 8 r ant, ,,, ho became tto r 11 e y-G e 11 e ral and then hie f 
JL1,till: of re 20 11 . Th )' had t\ o .. ur i ing children. A on, George 
I.J ittlel 11 Tho,np 011 ( 1 63- 19 I 3) died \ ithout i5sue, .. urvi ed by hi\ 
.. 1"1 r c1rg,1ret Ball Thomp .. on~ ( 1859-po t 1948) \Vho in 1887 1narried 
Dr. \ illia111 • 1 • irt f' Rock\1ille, India11a. Dr. and Mrs. Wirt had no 

Iii I l1·c11. It \\'a i11 her home that the po11rait \Vere burned. 
TJ1e G 01·ge a hi11gto11 Frederick burg Fotrndation (originally the 

Kcn111c)r ciati n, Inc.) ha .. graciou I permitted the magazi11e to 
1· prod tic 01·. i 11 pl1otograph of· th three portrait •. 

KL 1111101·c · " record ide11tif)' th third portrait a France · Wa hi11gton 
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(1763-1815), wife of Burges Ball and later of Dr. Francis H. Peyton. It 
would eem that thi identification must rest on information provided to 
Kenmore by Mrs. Wirt when she gave her relics, was younger, and 
perhaps had a better memory. Absent this identification by Kenmore, it 
would be tempting to identify the third portrait as Mildred Gregory 
Washington ( 1772-1804 ), wife of Thomas Hammond, who continued to 
live at Happy Retreat with her parents after her elder sister, Mrs. Ball, had 
moved to Loudoun County. Mrs. Hammond thus would logically have 
been present when the itinerant painter came along and painted her 
parents. 
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Summer Picnic 

It ,, ,1s , , 'I") ' , JJ}Jro1J1·i,1te to l1a, e ot1r . t1111111e1· JJicnic at I-Iapp)' Ret1·eat~ 
,.. i 11 • t I 1 2 () (.) 7 i\ 1 ,t ~ ,1 1 i n i d ' di c a t e d to t 11 e \\ .. a~ 11 in gt on fa 111 i I)' i n 

.J ~t~f r "O il ~o t111t)' . lr . and i\frs . \\ ill1a111 Cia,1 i11 0\\111 the home of tl1e 
fo t111cl 1· 1· 11 ,trl s ... I 0,,111 a11d ,,,ere ,, f)' g1·aciot1 to allo,,, t1 to use it . 

l ,tlly' J) )OJ)le 11,1 \ 'C clri \ 'e11 l1)' the fro11t of tl1e l1ot1 .. e or --ee11 pictt11·e , l1t1t 

11 t t , ,e 1· 1 ) Ile l1<1 e e 11 tl1 l)ack . 

~I 11 

cl i 11 i 11 f! 

l 11 e ~ tt 

., 

,,,, i11 l3ill in th fro11t l1all and Ii,1in~ roo111s ,111cl i\l,lf) i11 the 
rec 111 11,1rr"1tcd tl1 tour )f .. tl1e l1ot1 e \\ hi 11 ,,,a~ a11otl1 r J)lt1 f o 1· 

t... ttrt l,1 on an<l o tl1 )r 111c111lJer of· ·J .. r1e11cl .. f I Iapp)' 

r\lag11 li,1 rl f ~ tile C,lt~r r. OllCe again, clicl a great job ... l l1c cli . l1c~ 

l)r tlt!.llt b~· tllL' 2u_..~ ... l , 1r al,, a)' !!OOCI. 11e i,111,, tl1 cle,,iled eg2 .. \ big 
tl1a11~ t 13 'l .. ' \\ 11 ,,,11 0 1·t1 aniz tl1 J)i 11i , Cf)' j c,1r . 
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Editor's Note 

I was pretty excited when Ca1men Creamer (fo1 1ner editor and current 
President) asked if I would like to be editor of the Magazine. I love 
history, but have written very little about it. Since I was a computer 
person for thirty plus years, all my published work is database, data 
management and other exciting data-things. Editing is not publishing, but 
it is the next best thing. Sorry to say, I was not overly excited that this 
\\'as going to be a Washington family in Jefferson County edition. I was 
afraid that it ,vould be hard to collect interesting articles. After all, the 
\\' ashingtons have been around for a long time and their storie have been 
repeatedly told. Well, I was pleasantly surprised. I think we have four 
very interesting articles plus the reprint of the great little booklet on Rock 
Hall. The best part is that there are some excellent pictures and there are 
several that have not been previously published. I hope everyone enjoys 
this issue. 

I am not finished! ext year is just around the comer. I need your 
work. You have plenty of time to get an article written. The only article 
criteria for 2008 is, as usual, Jefferson County. The deadline is the end of 
August or the first of September if that sounds better. Make my job easy! 

Thanks to Doug Perks for his Jefferson County history knowledge and 
to Clare Hendrix, Winchester Printers, for her patience and expertise. 

Jim Glymph 
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