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A History of the National Conservation 
Training Center Property 

and surrounding area 
Part Three/The Nineteenth Century 

Revision April 2004 

by Dan Everson 

[Editor's Note: Part One/The Colonial Period related the history of 
Native Americans and early Colonial settlers on the National 
Conservation Training Center property. It appeared in Volume LXX of 
the Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Society, December 2004. 
Part Two/The Federal Period appeared in Volume LXXI of the Magazine 
of the Jefferson County Historical Society, December 2005. All 
appendices mentioned appear in this issue.] 

Chapter 6 RiverView Farm and the New Neighbors 

1809 - A map of Jefferson County, Virginia was produced by Charles 
Varle, published in Philadelphia. The only landowner shown on the map 
in the Terrapin Neck area is Abraham Shepherd, though land records 

Dan Ever on i a biologi t with the US Fi h and Wildlife Service currently in Daphne, 
Alabama. He spent ten year with the National Con ervation Training Center near 
Shepherd town, We t Virginia. 
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: 110\\1 tllc,ll the Bro\Alni11g l1eir l)'w 11ed . 01ne Ten·apin eek property t1ntil 
~1t least tl1e 1840s. 

011 tl1e 6tl1 of· pril, ) 'Ou11g a111uel wearingen, de cribed in the deed 
,l\ ,1 rc,iJc11t oi' Ohio sold hi , 137 ac1·e of pringwood behind the hou e 
11e, l to tl1e 1·i\1er to uncle braham hepherd t'or 3654 (JCDB I 0, p. 
J 09). hepherd " 11eighbor to the west, Van wearingen (grand~on of .. 
. ol. an), .. till ow11ed a narrow co1·ridor pointing ea tward from 
Ri er ie\ l'arm out to Terrapin eek, effectively plitting hepherd' 
propert1 i11 tv.,o and po ~ibl not allowi11g direct acces fron1 the direction 
of hepherd~town (thi cor1·idor can be een in the 1797 1nap) 

Tl1<.)111as weari11g n, 111ill ope1·ator at Hard ·crabble apparently 
co11 er11ed O\'er hi b1·other ndrew· handling of fi11ancial matter related 
to tht; t·a,nil ~ .. Kentucky land ~, decided to take action. In October 1809 
lie 1·ec1uired his brother ndrew to \. ign ,1 mortgage for hi hare of the 
Kc11tL1ck}' land.' , gi ing ndrew 'ix monthL to pay oft"' hi debt of 2853. 
Tl1e entry in the deed book , tate~ that ''11ic111agen1e11t of ¾1l1ic·l1 la11c/.c; ha.c; 

IJ£'e11 c·o111111ittecl e11ti1t"el) to tl1e .\c1id A11drew Sii1ec1ri11ge11 b)' t/1e saicl 

T/1(1111c1 L\' ·i,,ec11·i11f?e11 hiJ~ b,·otlzer· t•. Of perhap greater inter·est i the 
de"cri1)ti()t1 ,1nd location of th \ arioL1 ._ parcel .. , which totaled more than 

,()00 ,1cre !" onl 2600 of"' 'Nhich were de cribed a unpatented 
(Bourbt)n u11t DB G, p.247). Thi total doe , not include the acreage 
al \.'\ o pat ntecl i11 Kentucky b arious other wearingen family me1nber& 
f'1· 1n the l1epherd. town area including Jo eph wearingen and Benoni 

v.. c ari r1 gc11' s heir ~. '-

1810 - 11 u ." record hovled Hezekial1 wearingen living in a 
hou ~chold ~,1itl1 one free p r on and 11 la e<;. Hi , on Van Ii 'ted a white 
fe111 '1le " ' if lizabetl1 lorga11) a11d 4 \la e . . 

i £!l1bcJr braha111 h ph rd and hi . f"'a111i J \~/ere attended to by I 
\. ),1\1e . '111c.J f'urtl1e1· to th l)Uth l,1rcu Ider and hi wife P1·i,ci11a had 7 

l~l\'t:. 

18 11 - Tho111,1.. \\1e,11,i11gen die 1 .. gra11d "'on of Thorna of .. the Ferr and 
r·{)t1 nd ~1· f ~~ H[trdscrttbbl ,. . In hi ~,. \\1i 11 he di \1i ded the olci ""Jone M ii I'', 
11 i 11 > u . c.;, ,111 d I il 11 d .. bet\\' e c 11 t11 \\' i f e . h i .. 5 i . t er • fa 111 1 I i e ~ , and 11 i ~ 
brot l1e1·.. ~hi ldren. Hi brot l1 e1· ndre \ • ~ chi I dre n in K e11 tt1c ky v,1ere 
1ri,1e11 all tl1~ l,111d tl1at ho111,1" held or clai1ned i11 Kentuck) (BCWB 4. 
JJ _ . 111eti111 l,1ter the n1ill burn d .. ,ind a f 'r·ee black v.10111,111 " ' ,l"-

blr1111 d (tr1 arre t d. Tl1e E,~ ccutor of· Tl10111a~--- · will 1"' ~'(l1is) fr1~r1d~· 
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Abraham Shepherd. The witness was Martha (Keating) Vansant, one of 
the Browning heirs and a relative newcomer to the neighborhood; she 
may have moved here to escape a bad marriage in Maryland - she 
apparently renounced any claim to property left her in her first husband's 
will (Hulse and Schneider, 1997 unpublished). 

1812 - In October, Van Swearingen and Abraham Shepherd began a deal 
that would simplify the boundary between their respective properties and 
allow a more direct route from Shepherdstown to Shepherd's recently 
acquired dwelling at Springwood. A little over ten acres comprising the 
narrow corridor pointing east to Terrapin N eek was sold by Van 
Swearingen to Abraham Shepherd for $450 (JCDB 7, p.364). About the 
same time, Abraham Shepherd sold an adjacent 15 acre narrow triangle to 
Van Swearingen, which is now located on the west side of Shepherd 
Grade across from the entrance to NCTC; the price was also $450 (JCDB 
7, p.360). A road was likely built shortly after this time, extending from 
the Terrapin Neck road to the Shepherd estate house along the new 
property boundary, which eventually became known as Shepherd Grade. 

1813 - Abraham Shepherd sold an old family property again - he 
subdivided Pell Mell on the Maryland side of the river into three parcels. 
The Blackford family, now operating the Ferry, would now incorporate 
part of Pell Mell into their Ferry Hill Plantation (WCDB Z, p.282 - 286). 

1815 - The War of 1812 culminated this year in a British defeat at the 
hands of Andrew Jackson s rag-tag army in New Orleans. In a letter 
written after the great Battle of New Orleans, Commander Daniel 
Patterson wrote to the Secretary of the Navy commending R.D. Shepherd 
(son of Abraham Shepherd) for having ''rendered me very essential 
assistance'' as an aid-de-camp (Brannon, n.d.). R.D. Shepherd had first 
arrived in New Orleans in September of 1802 at the behest of the 
shipping business he was working for in Baltimore. Shortly after his 
arrival in New Orleans, which had recently become an American 
territory, he cornered the market on sugar which made him and his 
employer a bundle of money. This allowed him shortly thereafter to go 
into business for himself. He married Lucy Taylor Gorham of Barnstable, 
Massachusetts in 1808, a niece of his fo1·1ner Baltimore employer William 
Taylor; they were blessed with five children in six years. This success 
was later tempered by the loss of his 25-year-old wife Lucy, who died at 
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~,eet pri11g 1onroe ot1nty VA, (110w WY) 011 Augu~t 23 1814 
( lc1rtinsburg Gazette ept 8, 1814, p3. c.3). She died about 3 \\eeks 
at'ter the death of' one of her cl1ilclren at the ~a111e location (Sn1yth 1909), 
~111d it se I11s th~1t all bt1t one of the othe1· cl1ild1·en had a]~o died by thi 
ti111e. l i11gle daugl1tcr Ellen wottld ~ t1r\1i\e, and R.D never re1narried. 
R.D l1epl1er·d w,1s l,1ter described a ''011e (Jj .. tl1e 1110 .. st ~\·1.tc·c--essful, /Jrt1cle11t 

c111cl .\·c1gc1c·io11\ 111e1·c·/1c1111,\· eve,,. e11gc1gecl i11 C'()111111e, .. c·e' in e\\1 Orlean~, 
,1t1d ''11e1 :.1 1· e111/Jc11·kecl i11 c1.11_, e11te1·1;1"i .. se ivl1ic/1 did 11<Jt l1c1i,,e a JJrcifitc1ble 

c111cl ge11e1·(1/l_,. /;1·illict11t J""e .. si,lt '', ,incl wa ''/J.'>1 .fc1r .. tlze lc11·ge . .s·t p,·ope,·t) 

l1rJ!tle1· i11 1/1e c·if)i ''. Withir1 a tew yearL R.D.' brother , e pecially James, 
\~lould be attendi11g to the bu~ ine~ .. in e\\' Orlean~ while R.D. traveled in 

u1·ope a11d attended to hi . young daughter' L education in Boston 
( Ke11,1111011d l 963~ and obituary in ew Orlea11 Daily Picayune 18 Nov. 
1865 . The tabl b low i. co1npiled from an exhau ti e earch of records 
b)' Dr. Gwendol r1 Hall of Rutger~ University a11d detail at lea t 01ne of 
the sla,,e tran ,1ction:' by R.D. hepherd' fa1nily and bu inesses in ew 
Orlea11 " tl1rough 1820. The records how that hi large hipping bu~ine. ~ 
included the tra11 "port ,1nd Lale of laves~ in addition to u ing lave labor, 
ar1d tl1at R.D. and hi ,, ~,ife had do1ne~tic slaves. One of the tran action. 
Ii ted R.D.' , ife Lucy as being f1 .. 01n Plaquemine (probably the parish 
ratl1e1· th,1n tl1e town) t1gge ting a locatio11 t .. or their plantation. 

" lave Record of R.D. Shepherd' family and bu ine e in e~ Orlean 1805-1820 
l)t1te 

l l: 07-()l)-29 

I 09- 10- 1 
I (l9- l __ l 7 

1 09-1 ~- 1 
1 ~09-1 ~- 19 

I [) I 0-(><; 17 
1 < I 1-(>4-_ l 
I 14-04-_ 7 
I I -(l" 26 

I 1 -0 - I 0 

1 19-06-04 

Trtt 11.\·t1c r i fJJl 

R D l1cpherd and John P,1lphrcy bought 1 anc)' for 450 fro1n El1z,1beth 
Fc)ntage 
R.D. hcphcrd old Harry. 28. for $7()0 to Arthur Morgar1 
l .. UL). R.D "\\111e. bought Rachel. 17. for 350 fron1 Andre Robin 
l. tlL) bot1ght Cieorge. 12. for 700 frc)m John IcDonogh. a forn1er 
bt1~1n ") ... • partner 
Lucj' bt>ught Ph)1 lli . 1 . fc>r 5()0 fro111 Hart. Barlett .. & ox of Virginia 
R D old "rri111. 15. and Jack, I 5. f()r 600 and isso re\pecti\ ely. to 
\\1ill1~1111 Brand 
R.I). ~old f-laIT). 15. for 600 to \.\1illiam Br,1nd 
R D old (~harlc">. 25. for 00 to Paul Lanu\ e 
R.l) ~l)ld F,tnn). 19 .. tor 55() to Jane Butler 
R D Shepherd ' 0 ·old a \hipn1cnt c>f 27 ~1a, c . mo tly aged l 5 to 25. 
to JCnnair1c 1lu ,er ft)r 21.000 
R I) l1ld J,1Lc1b. 15. fc1r 9 l 5 to Fr,1nC<)i -- L. Guerin (R.D. acquired Jacob 
1 r1 Kc11t uck) ) 

l1z,1bc th 1. hcpherd (a n1inor b )Ught Bet,ey. 12 .. for 500 fro111 Loui\ 
Lc.:e 
Ja111c H. hcpl1crd. R D • br{>ther and e111plo) ee. ~ old Lucy~ 21. and 
daugl1ter 1a[)' . 4. for '70() to F-rancois 1"rcpagn1er 
J a111t:, f I. hepherd .. l)ld Le\ i .. . --· for 650 tc) .. O"thene and l~nl)n 
Ron1,1,1 ol l Ja1nes 

Fro,11: Ila //, _ooo. 1\fro-lo11i. ia11a lfistOI)' (ll1d ,e,,ealor:)' 
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1816 - Uriah Brown, a surveyor from Maryland, in his journal described 
the landscape between Martinsburg and Shepherdstown: 

The First 6 Miles from Martinsburg Mountainous & Piny poor 
Ground bad farmers, plaster would help; now in Jefferson County 
Virginia, the ,iext Six Miles to Sheppards Town, a Delighful Valley of 
Land (farmers good for nothing except 4 or 5) the Li,ne Stone too 
Troublesome in the roads a,id farms, Very Little wood not Enough to 
Spare to burn the Lime Stone, as the Land is worn out & would be a good 
thing to liave those troublesome Stones Burned up & Strewed over the 
g,·ound; at any rate a few years a very few years will force some of you to 
take some of those Lime Stones to make fences with your Land will afford 
it, but your Wood will not Afford )'OU wood to make fences with use 
Plaster freely & you have as good Land in 4 or 5 years as heart Could 
wish ... (in Doherty 1972) 

So it would appear that, by Brown's standards at least, the far1ns in the 
area by this time were poor and worn out, with few trees and a lot of 
rock. Diversified farming methods would be required to maintain a 
livelihood under these conditions, and many in the lower Shenandoah 
Valley, including the Swearingens, continued to develop extensive 
orchards along with their livestock and grain crops. It was still difficult 
to ship raw fruit to market, so it was commonly distilled into brandy and 
other spirits that could be stored and transported easily. 

James Bell, having apparently branched out from his tailoring trade, 
advertised in a local paper this year that he had four boats available for 
floating barrels of flour down the Potomac to Alexandria, at a cost of a 
dollar per barrel (Dandridge 1910). 

1817 - Hezekiah Swearingen died, and passed his remaining property to 
his son Van. (Hezekiah's daughter Mary was married to a neighbor James 
Foreman). Van was married to Elizabeth Morgan and by this time they 
had 3 sons, William, Hezekiah and James, and 2 daughters, Rebecca and 
Almira. It's been assumed that Van and his family lived in the house on 
RiverView Farm (now the western part of NCTC). The size and quality 
of the house on RiverView Farm, the list of pr·operty divided some years 
later, and archeological work done on the site in the 1990s all indicate 
that this was still a relatively wealthy family for the time (see Hulse and 
Desaules 1997). But in fact there are no records indicating which of the 
houses they may have lived in before or after Hezekiah's death, so Van 
and his wife may have moved into Hezekiah's nicer stone and brick home 
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~1t tt1i. ti111e to get r11ore roo1n t'or their large t',11nily now the site of· tl1e 
L 11 Drake f,1r1n. tl10L1gl1 this is conjectu1~e. It'~ al~o po\ ible that Van 
a11d l11i1bcth had al'A1aj\ lived V•lith Hez kiah .. who had 11ever remarried 
af'ter 111\ \\1ife • (lcath 1nore tha11 35 ear·s before, and the Rive1·View Fa1·111 
p<>rtio11 o1' the property that i~ r1ow CTC wa~ Lttilized by employees or 
~1,1 e. dt1ri11g the firl t f'ew d cadc of the 19th century. 

The Potc)1nac on1pa11y'~ ,1nnt1al report indicated that eve11 de ·pite the 
pa "t . e~1sor1' u11u ual low water .. bo,1t loaded ¼ith 50 to 60 barrel of 
flot1r had contint1ot1. ly p,1~ ed down fro111 Harper Ferr·y (Corra Bacon-

<) ter 19 I 2 . 

1820 - he federal cen~u~ 5howed the Yan and Elizabeth wearingen 
l1ot1. hc)ld ~ 1 tJ1 5 white 1nale. , 4 white fe1nale~, IO male ~laves and I 2 
r· 111 a I I a\' ~ he Ii~ t ed hi~ occupation as Farmer. 

1821 - dat1ghter of~ Va11 and Elizabeth wa. bor11 thi year a11d died a 
) c ,tr I ,l t er - '-> h e 1n a h a e bee r1 the f i r ~ t to be bu r i e d i n th e n e w 

\\1earingen gra e ard on Ri verView Farin (it' unk11own where 
H zeki,1h \\a~ buried in 1817- his wife wa buried at pringwood back in 
17 1. hut tl1e ite ,1 o\'\:ned b the hepherd~ by the tin1e of· hi~ death 
,1 11 J t t1 re f () r prob a b 1 y t111 a \' ,1 i I ab I e f o r 11 i \ i n term e n t ) . Th i ~ n e w 
~. \ \ 1 ear i r1 g e 11 gr ,1 \ c )' a rd i \ Io cat e cl j LI~ t . o ti th of CT C ' \ w a. t e water 
trec1tI11e11t plc.ll1t. 

t tl1e pc)rt in ew O1·Iean\, the brig Me, ica11~ under Ma ter John 
,tic def i \1ered it, c,:1rgo \l/hich i r1c l uded ,1 14 1 ear old fe1nale lav·e 

11(1111l:d Ltt , , listed a~ 5 f'eet in height. he wa~ ,hipped by Goodhuct & 
("o, )f ' ev\' Y c)rk.~ and wa. d li ered to R.D. hep herd & Cornp,1ny in 

C\\' rlear1. . R.D. 11 pl1erd'~ brother Jar11e wa rt11111ing the bu~ine~~ 
i 11 e ,,, 0 r 1 ,t n a 11 d h rec e i \' c d ab o LI t the ~ [l 1n e ti rn e .. aboard the 

~1lti111orc bri ~ /111elli 1e11c:e tinder 1·1 ter Bened1ct Jer1kin. , a hiprnent 
tl1at i11 lt1d d a 15 )'ear old t·e1nal 1nulc.1tto \la\1e nan1cd Phoebe Bl'-1ck., 
r1I 11g \\1itl1 h 1· t\1l o \'tr )' Ou11g daugl1t f\. Their height. were not Ii ·ted 

\ oo d t r, 11. cJ . . 

1822 - '11 ~pt1 ,·cl T0\\111 l,t\ )'er Tho111as .. v.,, ,1ri11£?en .. 3 . li\1ing at tl1e 
Bellc\'U:, tr,1ct origi11alJ., 0\1/ n d b}1 Tl1c 111~1 -- of' tl1 Fe1Ty died duri11g hi 
, e .. 11 d t 1· 111 i n 11 ,~ r ."' ~ o 1"' a 11 e p i d 111 i c o f, • ~ b i ] i o ti t·e v er.... per h a p L 

111,1l '1ri,1 I r I . \\ < r·i11e 11 heir \l/ Ottld hold the property f'or 011ly ·1 

f ,,, n1or~ \' ,Ir~ . -
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Abraham Shepherd also died this same year. He gave ''To son Henry, 
the far,11 on which I now live, 321 acres formerly owned by Col. Van 
Sivearingen '', while son Abram received the ''Neck Place and the 100 
ac,·es ltvhere he now lives, known as Boidstone 's place''. Henry was then 
29 years old, recently married to Frances ''Fanny'' Briscoe, while Abram 
Jr was 35. Their brother R.D. had already struck it rich in New Orleans 
by this time. The probate inventory (shown in full in the appendix) 
suggests some of Abraham's activities on the property that has become 
NCTC, and included: 7 ''barshear'' plows, 5 shovel plows, 64 hogs of 
various ages, 5 horses, 26 beef cattle, 5 milch cows, 190 head of sheep, 2 
stills, 20 still tubs, 110 gallons of apple brandy, wheat, rye, oats, corn, 
and flax seed. At least 22 slaves were listed in the inventory, amounting 
to near 1 y 7 0 % of the value of ~~~~~~~--=~~~~~;;:;-~~~::::i 
his personal property (JCWB 
4, p.85.) When the estate was 
finally settled several years , 
later, the accounts indicate 
that the slaves Emily and 
Amy, with their young 
children, were sold after his 
death for a total of $600 
(Amy's two older children, Abraham Shepherd's initials on spring­
Bev and Harry, stayed house wall, Springwood. 
behind), and that he owed 
$49.91 to John Blackford, probably for ferry services (JCWB 6, p.222). 

Henry and his wife Fanny now settled in the old stone home built by 
Van Swearingen during the French and Indian War, with Henry's mother 
Eleanor and her servants probably living in the new wing that was added 
in the 1820s. Their first child Mary, born in 1824, lived only a year. 
Their second child was born in 1826 and was named Rezin Davis. Later 
siblings included Ann Elizabeth, Henry Jr., John, Abraham, and the 
youngest, James Touro, born in 1838. 

1827 - The Potomac Company annual report indicated that toll collectors 
had been appointed at Williamsport, Shepherdstown and Harpers Ferry to 
gather tolls from freight boats passing these locations, in hopes of ''a 
handsome increase of revenue'' (Corra Bacon-Foster 1912). The 
company had struggled financially from the very beginning, and this may 
have been a last ditch effort to clear a profit. Forward-thinking 
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bu ... ine 111 11 \\lere 110w planning a canal along the Potomac that could 
pr(J ide a n1ore reliable 111ethod of tran porting good . 

1828 - In Januar Van wearingen, wife Elizabeth died 43 year , 
old. he left b hind 5 teenager. William Jame Hezekiah Rebecca and 

l111i1·a\ and l newborn daughter Elizabeth - ugge ting the mother died 
fro111 co111plication related to childbirth. In June Van added 187 acre on 
the uth . ide of the farm purcha .. ing it from the Webb family. Thi area 
i now the ~ite of the Wild Goo e man ion and -- urrounding property. 

1830 - cholera epidemic de a tated everal town near the 
Potoma Ri r and had a particularly har. h effect on the Iri h 
i1n1nigrant working in gang con tructing the new C & 0 Canal along 
th ar land . ide of the ri er. Cholera can kill within a matter of hour , 
and accountl of eptemb r 1832 and 1833 de cribe horrific cene of 
1nan unburi d b die of canal laborer lying about in field adjacent to 
the Pot mac Ri r (Hahn 1993). Many fled the region including John H. 
B nnett, great-grand. on of' ol. Van wearingen. An obituary in the 

hillic the e\-1t' Ac/1 e,·tiser (March 23, I 903) de cribed how he and hi 
famil initial} fled to Mi, , ouri in 1831, where cholera oon caught up 

ith th 1n an ~ a . Th ur i ing family member tra eled back ea t to 
l1il licoth , Ohio b 1836. 

The I O cen .. u ., ·how the Van wearingen hou ehold with 4 white 
1nale , white fe111al , 1 l male . lave and 7 female la e . He wa one 
of the top 10 la\eholder in a count)' that averaged 2 or 3 lav per 
middl cla f ar1r1 (Hul ·e and De , aule .. 1997). 

1831 - 1w dding in the wearingen family! Van olde t daughter 
Rebecca, ... 0 ) ar .. old, n1arried George . Kennedy on eptember 21, the 

r 111 r1 '<)nducted b Re\'. illiam onroe. 
Henr1 h ph rd, li\1ing ne t door at pring\\-'OOd~ noted in hi account 

led0 r i11 Octob r a11d O\' 1nber th payment of 1.50 for I.hauling flour 
to th boat'". Tl1e following F bruar he paid for hauling another 150 
barrel. of flot1r ''to the ri\1 r"' ( h pherd Farnily PaperL 1790-1 62). Hi 
ac OLJnt f'or Lhc l 30"' and 40 1n nti 11 a Merino ram, a Berk hire boar, 
a11d an yr, l11r bull put out to tud, a ell a beef pork mutton .. apple ", 
cid r, brand)' Io r , ed .. oat , wheat~ corn and potatoe . B the I 40 
H r1r and h1 br tl1cr R. . o n d qual hare in '~blooded tock'' that 
\\ er k pl n lhc1r land near T rrapin ~j..._-k the detail~ carefully pelled 
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out in R.D ' s precise handwriting. Politically speaking, Henry was a 
stalwart Democrat, and like his parents was active in the Episcopal 
Church in Shepherdstown. Two long-time workmen for Henry during the 
1830s and 1840s are a George Price and a Robert Evans (Shepherd 
Family Papers, sect. 4). A typical notation in the account book: 

Robert Evans has agreed to work and manage for Henry Shepherd for 
one year for the sum of one hundred and sixty dollars in cash and 12 bu 
of wheat, 16 bu corn, 300 lot[ ?] of pork. 

1834 - Construction of the C & 0 Canal on the Maryland side of the 
Potomac River had now reached the Shepherdstown area. A dam (Dam 
Four) across the Potomac designed to feed water into the new canal, first 
tarted in I 832, was finished just upstream of RiverView Farm near the 

mouth of Jones Mill Run (now Rocky Marsh) and the old ite of Thomas 
Swearingen' s mill. 

1836 - Another Swearingen sibling from RiverView farm married -
Hezekiah H. Swearingen, 23 years old, married Isabella Lyle Henshaw on 
February 18. The ceremony was officiated by Rev. Woodbridge. 

1837 - In March young newlywed Hezekiah Swearingen, apparently 
feeling a financial pinch at the time, somehow arranged for the town 
constable Milton J. Brown to pay off his debt of $119.50 to Robert 
Magruder. In return Hezekiah deeded to Brown a sorrel saddle horse and 
a workhorse named Sam, though Hezekiah was to retain possession of the 
animals until he could pay off the loan (JCDB 21, p. 391). Brown was 
apparently wary enough about being repaid that he had the transaction 
recorded at the courthouse. 

In May of that year, Hezekiah's brother William Swearingen, 22 yeai~s 
old, bought a neighboring tract of 60 acres at auction ''near Jones Spring 
Run'' (JCDB 22, p. 92). He apparently left for Chillicothe, Ohio soon 
afterward without paying for the property, because in November his 
father Van agreed to pay $1966.43 for the property in his stead (JCDB 
22, p.338). So it would appear that William was also a little short of cash 
and perhaps felt he could find better opportunities elsewhere. 
(Chillicothe, Ohio, seems to be a frequent destination when the going got 
rough for the Swearingens along the Potomac - Eleanor Swearingen 
Worthington at Adena died in 1848). Estate records several years later 
reveal that Hezekiah and William also owed their father $207 .50 and 
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\ 150 ~ 1·es1Jecti ,,el f~or debt i 11cL1rred during th i \ ti me per-iod. Tl1e 
,,.leari n ge11 brotl1er~ v, ere11' t the 011 ly 011es cxpe1·iencing a . hortage of' 

tl1l) ne jLI\l then. ,ttic)nall tl1i phenome11or1 became kr1own as the 
P ~1 11 i c C) t"' 1 8 3 7 po~ ~ i b I )1 o n e o t.. the w ors t f i n a n c i a I de pre~ , i o n s 

perie11ced i11 th 11ited tale .. . Pre~id nt And1·ew Jack on" . fede1·al 
bc111king policie .. ex~1cerb,1ted a se re hortage of gold ne ded to back the 

Riverview Farm - Early 19th Century 
H 

D 1838 RiverView Farm 
D 1853 RiverView Fan11 
.. • -. • 'Present N CTC Boundary 
• • 

'tt1·1·e11 )' bcir1b i ~lied ,1 'fO tl1e cou 11lr)1• Te11 of thou .. and 01· people 
·a '1·cl , tl1 "' l t1I1tr \\' • I1t t1dd 111 bankrupt .. 111 t1 I1y 111ore experier1ced 
i111r11i11e11l star,1ati 11 .. o,1er 600 b~1r1k f~1iled bet,~lee11 May a11d December .. 
cl 11 d 111 ~1 11 ' 111 r ti pc n tic J JJ a y r11 n t i 11 go 1 d (note t 11 at v ill i a 111 
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purchased a property in May about the time of the banking crash, then by 
November we see he can't pay for it). Workers, if paid at all, were paid 
in an endless variety of locally issued scrip. The Swearingens on 
RiverView Farm were better off than most in that they still had land, 
crops, livestock and labor, but ready cash seems to have been in short 
supply. The depression would last until after 1843. Particularly hard hit 
were many banking institutions and large businesses in New Orleans, 
then the fourth largest city in the country. It's unknown how badly R.D. 
Shepherd and his brother James fared financially in New Orleans, but for 
James it was all over anyhow - he died in New Orleans on July 27th (a 
large monument now marks his grave in the Shepherd graveyard in 
Shepherdstown). R.D had to travel to New Orleans to get things in 
order, and seems to have taken a stronger interest in his old Virginia 
home after this time. His business acumen may have seen possibilities on 
the Potomac now that the C & 0 Canal was in operation across the river, 
and the B & 0 Railroad was beginning to haul freight and passengers 
along roughly the same route. 

1838 - On Sunday, Feb. 18 Van Swearingen died at his residence ''at an 
advanced age'' (Henley, n.d.), though his tombstone claims an age of 59 
years, 2 months and 20-odd days. His will, written in January, specified 
that some land be sold, with the rest divided between two of his older 
children. He left 200 acres of his father's old ''mantion track'', a 22-year­
old negro named Henry, all the farming tools, kitchen furniture, and the 
choice of four houses to his oldest son James. Daughter Rebecca 
Kennedy was to get the balance of this property, including a part of 14 
acres purchased from a Dr. Henry Botelar. He specified that the 187-acre 
tract of land on the southern end of the farm, purchased from the Webbs 
in 1828 (JCDB 15, p.188) was to be sold with son Hezekiah receiving 
$1500 from the proceeds. Almira was to receive $1000 from the land 
sale proceeds, a six year old slave girl named Ann, and a feather bed. (It 
seems to have been common practice for the Swearingens and perhaps 
others in the region to ensure that when young slaves were given away 
that they were outfitted with a feather bed and oftentimes a horse as part 
of the package.) The remainder of the selling price was to go to son 
William and daughter Elizabeth; one Edward Southward became the 
guardian of Elizabeth, and he acted as the agent for both William and 
Elizabeth (JCWB 9, p.265). William was also to receive 2 slaves, named 
Lewis (21 years old) and Hardridge (22 years old), while Elizabeth was to 
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r·ec i \ 1e tl1e slc:1 u a11 ( 6 year old) a feather bed .. and a 1-iding hor. e. 
The other I_ \la c \\' re tc) be divided between James and Rebecca 
except fo1· tl1e \la,,e 11amed ndrew Jack~on who wa given "liberty to 
cl100\e 'A1hich of~ my children he hall belong to. ' What waL o .. pecial 
about 11dr w J,1ck on that he alone wa given thi seemingly benevolent 
choice of· 111aster~ ·? A11drew Jack~on wa l 6 rnonth old when the e tate 
waL apprai~ed. To 1neet the~e obligation the executor in October old 
192 acr s of the . outhern portion of' Ri erView Farm, acquired ten year 
bef'or in the icinit of "Rattle nake pring' (near the pre .. ent-day Wild 
Goo 111a11 ion) .. to Charles M. hepherd, 38- year old . on of Capt. 

br,1harn hepherd for 10,072 (JCDB 24 p.260)· Charle wa. likely 
acting a: the agent for hi brother R.D. hepherd. Thi ale wa 
appare11tly i11tereL ting enough to mak it into John Blackford .. Ferry Hill 
Pla11tation Journal on Oct 19, wl1ere he recorded that '' Ke11acl) and 
~\\ ec11·i11ge11 rJlll the Ja,·111 at 51. 75 JJer c,c·re to Mose.s~ Sl1epherd ' . (John 

Blackford had acquired rights to the hepherd town t'erry after marrying 
ara Vvearingen, daughter of Ber1oni, and by later buying out her 

br th r'c;.. har ). an wa buried in the wearingen plot on RiverView 
arn1 n t to hi~ wife where hi \. head tone can till be een on the hill 

abo\ th wat r treatment plant. on Willian1 Morgan wearingen wa, 
bj ~on1e account no\\ headed f r Texa where he would pe11d the re t 

f' hi .. liC . Dat1ghter Rebecca and her ht1~band George Kennedy at ome 
p int n1oved to Jericho Farm near Boon boro Maryland. 

,i n~ tate included 20 . la e\, numerou farming tool and 
i111pl n1ent~, 38.5 acre, of \1v·heat 58 sheep, 53 gallons of apple brandy 
4_6 bu~hels o1' con1'1 12 hor\c , about 23 cattle and . everal dozen hog . 
f\n ~ t·1te al \\'a~ l1eld after Yan \ death ,1t which Jame and Hezekiah 

\ eari11gc11 bought back 1nt1ch of the li,1eL tock. For example, Jame 
bougl1t a bri11dl bu11~ ~e\eral brind] co\.vs and cal\1e , 15 heep and 45 
hog ', 7 I/_ busl1el ~ ot· oat , 250 bu ·hel, of· com~ IO bu hel~ of potatoe 
,1 r1d 2(16 pou11d 01· baco11~ while He, ekiah purcha'led a hor e~ 5 L heep, 50 
bt1 h l t· corI1 and 3 acre, of wl1cat till in the ground (JCWB 9 .. p. 
_6 . Thi, sugge ts that Jarne~ and Hezekiah had plan to continue 

<1 1·111i 11 i! tt1e land f'ir t oc ·upied b their great-grandfather. eighbor 
I Ier1r)1 hcpl1e1~d ~'a "' r1ot Ii~ ted a a bu er i11 the .. ale. Her1ry and Fann ~. 
l,1 t 'l1ild .. Ja111e Touro \ a al o born thi~ ear (TrJ,,1-rJ i f 1·c)m Judah 
To tJ r _ J \\' i h bu i 11 e p ~1 rt n er and fr i e 11 d of R . D. h c p herd in e v., 

rl an . R.D. a ed his lift duri11g tl1e Battle of Tt:w Orlean~ Vv·her1 the., 
\ ert; bc)th 1ot111Q r11er1 . -
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1839 - On February 9, the executors of Van's estate sold the 60 acres 
that Van had been forced to buy because of William's lack of cash two 
years before, to neighbors George and John Hollida for $1832 (JCDB 23, 
p. 265). In March, neighbor Henry Shepherd purchased for $100 about 4 
ac1·es of land next to the spring on the Swearingen property line west of 
his house, now the location of the cottage and pond near the sharp tum in 
the road next to the Springwood estate house (JCDB 23, p. 270). This 
would now give Henry Shepherd complete access to both heads of the 
spring there; this was once the ''wet meadow'' set aside for old Hezekiah 
Swearingen back in 1788 in his father's will. 

Van's daughter Almira Swearingen 24 years old, married James 
Markell on November 7, the ceremony officiated by Rev. Morrison (VA. 
Free Press , Nov. 14, 1839, p3,c2.); they had a daughter Elizabeth 
(Betty?) one year later. In the 1840 census James Markell is shown living 
in Virginia with 2 white females, presumably his wife and daughter, and 
two female slaves. Markell had worked in Lancaster Penn ylvania in the 
late 1820s to early 1830s for the merchant John Newton Lane before 
moving to Shepherdstown with Lane's new mercantile business about 
1835. Markell then took over the business in 1840, a business called 
Webb & Markell, with partner Willoughby L Webb, Lane's nephew also 
from Lancaster. Their business was located on German Street in 
Shepherdstown from 1840 to 1848, and occupied the western portion of 
Lot I (JCDB 27, p. 137). 

The American West still held its attraction for those in Shepherds­
town, and the local papers often reported on the circumstance of family 
members who had recently tried to make a go of it in the territorie . For 
example, a Markell family member, possibly Daniel Markell, James's 
brother from Shepherdstown lo t all 3 of his children including 6-year­
old John Baker Markell in St. Charles, Missouri within a 9 month period 
in 1838-1839 (in Henley, n.d. , Virginia Free Press, Charles Town, VA 
March 29, 1838, p. 3, c.4. 

Isabella Henshaw didn't stay long in the Swearingen family - on June 
18, Hezekiah Swearingen, her husband of three years, died an untimely 
death ''at the home of Mrs Henshaw'' (Henley, n.d.). James Swearingen 
would now have to continue farming without the help of his brother. 

In 1839, J.P. Cannell, 18 Castle Street, Liverpool England printed a 
little pamphlet entitled ''A CATALOGUE OF Pure Durham SHORT­
HORNED CATTLE, Leicestershire Sheep, BERKSHIRE AND 
SUFFOLK HOGS, Selected by J.C. Etches, of Barton Park, Near 
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OerbJ' for R.D. ~ HEPH RD E Q. of hepherd town, Virginia and 
\\' Orleans nited tate I Y, 1839.'' The pamphlet then 

ite111iz d ariou~ anin1al including their· previou, owner ·, exten~i e 
gen alogie ' , and \1ariou prize won at area live tock how~. One 
c a111 p I i \ f~o1·: 

M /1 A, lig/11 1·(,c111ed l1e(fe,,., c·al\1ed F e/JJ'"lla1>· 14, 1838, /Jred IJ_1' R. 
l.)ilki11f?I011, E~\'CJ., c~f Wi11c/le He,//, got b)' Wi11dle, (IJ,·ed lJ)' tl1e Rev. H. 
Be,·,·_) IJ_ • He11i11(J<Jcl, 2 J 14 ). c/c1111 A111zetta b>· HoJJelvell (2135 ), g d 
BellrJ11{1, /J) Bel\ ecle,·e ( 1706 }, R'. g cl b)' Bli,c·l1e1· ( 1725 ). g,,. gr g d Mr . 
. re1J/1e11 .\' ()ll ' . . /ll\'{)l{J·ite Red CrJ\\J. T/1i l., /1eije1·, Cl L~ Q c~a/f, it'()/1 tl1e 
~v,1 eeJJ. tc1ke., cit Li,;e1JJool, i11 Oc·tober 1838; her clc1111 it'o11 the p1·e1rziu111 Clt 

Lii e1-JJO{J/ f<Jr tlze be\/ (J11e-y'ec1,,.-r;/d heL~fer, in 1836, t/1e f¾'O-}'ear-old 

JJ1·e111i111,1 c111cl '"\ .. it1eeJJJ"ll1ke.~ i11 1837, c11zd i11 1838 .sl1e it'Cl .. s ,\·/1{Jiv11 .for the 
/Je,, .. , dc1i1:\ c·<Jii· c111cl .. \'l1 'eeJJ~stc1kes, c1/s(J .fcJ, .. the be/ii c·(Jlt' o.f cln) b1·eed, c1ll (~{ 
i, /1i ·l1 /Jl"i-c,~· .s·J1e tcJok: c111d i11 tl1e sa111e )'ear v\/ Q L\, l1oit,'fl ci.s c, th1·ee-.vec1r­

<Jlcl err Mc111c·/1eLste1·, c111cl obtc1i11ecl tl1e 111·e1niu111. Ne;rJ1e1· C'oi,v nc;1· c·c,(f hcl5; 

e \ 'e ,. /Jee, 1 /Jec11! fl 

1841 - Rczin Oa\1i~ (R.D) hepherd, on of Capt. Abraham hepherd 
·1 r· t r 111 a k i 11 g ~ e er a I mi 11 ion do 11 a r ~ i n bu, in e L and re a 1 e tat e and 
~, m h v s ti r i i 11 g the f i nan i al di ~ a. t er. of the pa t eve ra I ye a r~ in 

~ Orlea11l , bought 46 acre of ]a11d 

\\' C"l and ~ ti th of hi brothe1· Henry, 
\~.1hi 'h included 196 acr·e~ of' Ri\er iew 
F·1r111 th,1t hacl bee11 purcha~ed 3 ye,trl 
bef'ore by hi~ brother harle~, a~ v. ell 
al .. the portio11 <11' Ri\1er iew ann that 
I ebecc ·1 " 'earing 11 Ke11ned had 
i 11 I 1 1· i t ' d ~t b l) u l t h e l a n1 e r i n1 . 

.. h e p 11 rd b g ,111 b u i I d i 11 g h i . W i 1 d 
<) c 111 ,t 11 .. i o n h o rt I )' t h re a t~ t e r 

( , t; 11 • 1111 o 11 d 1 9 6 3 ) . 1-I e f i 11 e d h i ~ 11 w 
, t ~1 h l .. b ,1 1· r1 a n d p a t ti re a t I e as t 
p 1nly ,vilh in1port d hor, e . cattle. R.D. hepherd 

hcl: p ,111d 110g frc)1n . tirope~ e,1ch a11in1,1I of known and irnpeccable 
pt=cJigrce~ 0111 of tl1e c ,111i111,1I, he ,1r1d hi broth r Henr)' ()\\1ned jointl)' . 
I .l and hi brother He111·y l1epherd~ along \\1ith their relative~ and heirs 
\\' Jtt)ci 0\\111 the 111~1jorit)' f' th Te1Tapi n t:ck area f'or about the n xt 60 
)' ,1r. R.D. ~,ht:ph rd igne I a petitior1 to ongre . along ~1 ith nu111erou 
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other ''planters and sugar manufactures in the state of Louisiana'' in 
June of 1842 that asked for an increase in the duties on imported sugar. 
This suggests that he still had a strong financial interest in the sugar 
industry in New Orleans, which, according to the petition, was in danger 
of outright destruction and could result in ''a national loss to an extent 
beyond calculation, would lead to expropriation of almost every planter 
connected with it.'' (Louisiana State Courier October 1984 ). 

On July 12, James Swearingen, new owner of what remained of 
RiverView Farm, married his sweetheart Margaret Darby. He had about 
200 acres, several houses, livestock, slaves, and now a 16- year-old wife 
to begin a new life on RiverView Farm. The Swearingen farm was now 
considerably smaller than when his father was alive, a large portion, 
including his father's stone and brick home, having recently been 
incorporated into the Shepherd's new Wild Goose farm. 

1842 - The little rock-walled cemetery on RiverView Farm hosted 
another funeral-James Swearingen' s wife Margaret died, 17 years old 
(he was 32). Her headstone can still be seen. An infant son of Margaret 
and James is also listed as buried there, suggesting a contributing factor 
in her death. 

Next door at the Shepherd's, the October 1842 entries in Henry 
Shepherd's account book include: 

To cash paid for Negro Lam 
To cash paid for hats for Negro Men 

$445.00 
2.25 

1843 - James Swearingen had enough. After losing a father, wife, infant 
son, and brother within a 4- year period, and seeing much of his boyhood 
home sold to the Shepherds by his sister, his remaining small farm on the 
Potomac and the Shepherdstown area in general had undoubtedly lost 
some of its charm. In a deed dated I st April, 1843, he sold the remaining 
197 acres of RiverView Farm to his 15-year-old sister Elizabeth 
Swearingen, and an Elizabeth Morgan Markell for $10,000 (JCDB 26, p. 
519; Elizabeth Morgan Markell seems to be his niece - the 3-year-old 
daughter of James and Almira Markell). One account shows James 
Swearingen re-marrying to Mary Gleeves, moving to Missouri, and then 
on to Texas, perhaps to be with his brother William (H.H Swearingen 
1884). His choice of Missouri as a new home was no doubt influenced by 
the Missouri Compromi e of 1821 that allowed slavery within its 
boundaries. This is supported by an account from April 29, 1843 that lists 
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tl1e e • pe11ses fo1· t1·a11spo11ing the African .. la e~ belongi11g to J a111e. f'ro1n 
.. l1 ph rd to~1 n to ort O age~ Mi .. "Ouri (Markell Paper , U-V A. ) 
Ri\1er i ,v Far111 " 'as 11ovl owned by two young fe1nale fa1nily 1nembers. 

l1 d1d11 't Ja111es weari11ge11 ~ell the t'ar1n to i ter Alrnira? Almir·a, 
\•l ife of Ja111e. Markell. died a few n1onth" later on ept. 10. -- ugge ting 
~"' l1e n1 ,1 ha e been da11gerou~ ly ill back in April when James Swearingen 
"Old the f'arm. lctte1· from June of:- l 841 had mentioned that Almira had 
heer1 ~ick e\'Cn then, ugg . ting a lingering illne. s. She left behi11d her 
l1t1\b,tn.d Ja111e~, a ou11g dat1ghter Elizabeth a11d three remaining . ibling . . 
Ri,1er i v.,, ,1r1n and tl1e v,.., ari11gen .. had -- ur·ely . ee11 too many death 
dt1ri11g tl1e p,l~l \C\ eral year . 

1846-47 - Widower Jarne~ Markell, till a prorninent 1nerchant in town 
\\

1itl1 v\1ebb Markell, er\ ed tVv'O tern1~ as mayor of hepherd town. 
Busi11C\\ receipts in the I 840~ include reference to a great variety of 
good~ i11clt1di11 g beef, lind ey, wheat, flour cotton, button , .. carve , 
boot ", nail ", altpetre ribbon and pharmaceuticals. Webb and Markel] 
,1l o de,, loped a w,1ter powered ·'woolen factory'' in the I 840~ over the 
creek 011 tl1 corner of Prince and High treet~ (now a cafe) in 

h pl1erd~ t wn, roughly 80 feet by 40 feet, witl1 a stone fir t floo1· and log 
e c n d a 11 d t 11 i rd t .. l o or -, ,-t n d a wood , hi n g l e root'· a Ci vi l War -e 1· a 

de~criptio11 noted tl1at it \vas coated with a blue , tucco. They purcha ed 
bulk. c1 u,111titics of 'A- ool, both \\ a hed a11d un'v\ ashed, from local f'ar1ner 
a11d Lt l d the factor t'or carding ~pinni11g a11d dyei11g. The de~cription in 
the i11 l ura11cc appli "ation al~o noted that there were ''110 ~slc11'e.'l e11gaged 
{1IJ01 111/1(~ 1;1·e111i~;eL\~ '' (Markell Paper.-- , A~ 1840-1849 folder). 

1848 - Ja111 ~ ark.ell· s 110\\' 8 year old daughter Elizabeth Morgan 
arkell di d 0 11 Feb 23. letter i11 the Mark 11 Paper~ dated Feb. 17th, 

I 4 111e11tior1cd the hope 1·or a re\er--. al of ''t/1e ~ic·k,zes~~ r)j .,·011,,. little 
1 i1·1 ··,. ~o it ee111. ,he bee11 ~•c.·k f .. or e\er,tl V../ ek~ before her death. For 

11 t) \V t 11 e R i \' c; 1· i cw ,1 r 111 prope r t \Va ti l l ow n e d b )' 2 0-y ear -o 1 d 
Eli z--1betl1 ·\\' ,1ri11g n. ,1nd if )'0ung 111,1beth 1arkell " 'a. the co-owr1er 
111e11tio11etl in tl1e dct.;d or· pril l 4 , l1er portion \ a 110w inherited by 
l1er fathc:r J ~1111e '"' 1arkcll. 1·ter lo 111g his \.\1if'e ar1d onl daughter~ the 
gri ,,i11g a1·kLII di , ol , d l1is p~1rtr1er hip \\1ith illougl1by Webb late in 
I 4( ,1 ,11d left lO\\ ,1 f 1· ,1 ti11·1c. QOi 11g to Balt11nore ,ind tarting ,1 new 
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business called Kennedy & Markell, selling goods such as cement, clover 
seed, and flour. Unfortunately, the woolen factory operation in 
Shepherdstown ended badly within the next several years, with lingering 
recriminations and lawsuits over money with a supervisor named Price. 

In April of 1849 Markell signed a one-year agreement with George S. 
Home to manage the RiverView Farm property, for $125 dollars, three 
barrels of flour, ten bu hels of com, five hundred pounds of pork and ten 
bushels of ''keeping apples''. The agreement also mentioned horses, 
cattle and other livestock, suggesting that numerous farming operations 
were ongoing and profitable at the time. A section in the agreement that 
required George to ''cook and wash for the hands should Betty be unable 
to do it'' wa crossed out, George apparently balking at the addition of 
any domestic dutie that his wife couldn't handle. 

1850 - Elizabeth Swearingen and Jame Markell apparently found they 
had a lot in common in addition to joint ownership of RiverView Farm, 
and the shared experience of having attended many of the same funerals 
over the last 11 years. Elizabeth Swearingen married her deceased 
sister's husband James Markell, recently returned from Baltimore, in 
Frederick County, Maryland on the 18th of June (Frederick Cty, Md 
Marriage Records via Karel Whyte). They eventually had 4 daughters 
(Elinora, Almira, Sallie, Mary), the first in I 852 when Elizabeth was 24 
years old; three of the daughters survived. They took up residence by at 
least 1853 at RiverView Farm, as indicated by a letter from a 
Shepherdstown resident asking to use his house in town ince he was no 
longer using it. He also was back in the dry goods business in 
Shepherdstown by 1851, and was given per111ission to construct a coal 
and lumberyard near the C & 0 Canal's Shepherdstown Lift Lock across 
the river from Shepherdstown. (Markell Paper , U-VA). A note in the 
Markell Paper written in 1851 shows one of many business transactions 
with town residents at this time: 

Mr. James Markell - please send me one pound best tea & send bill -
pray do not send the kind that stains the paper wrapper - as the sign of 
Pruzic acid - what I have been told it is color' d with, is rather too 
aparent [sic] - respectfully, M.S. Suffield. 

James's wife Elizabeth Swearingen Markell eems to have had a rather 
tragic young life - her mother died within day of her birth, she lost her 
father and became an orphan at 10, lost a brother before he wa 11 lost a 
sister-in-law at 14, lost her sister at 15, lost her niece at 20, then at 24 
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111,t1·ri d ·:1 111,111 ~1,e had attended ,nan of' the~ funeral with- lier ister" ~ 
\llid<J~'er- lJefore ~tarting a r·a111ily. One of her four daughte1·. died a a 
·l,ild i11 1855, a11d . 11 buried 11 r ht1~band whe11 she wa 43. Elizabeth 

died i11 1901, 73 cars old. 
t door at the hepherd, , th 1850 cen\u. show that R.D. Shepherd 

de c1·ibed as r1 65- ear-old white fam1er, had an over eer na1ned Ii loa11_ 
,l _6- e,1r-old t nen1a on 11am d Co11rad n1ith, and a gardener named 

eorgc Beck. The Beck family included Iii . wife Lot1i a and five children 
1·a11gi11g i11 age fro1n 14 year. to 1 month; ~0111e of the. e e1nployee. and 
their· f'a111i ly 111e111ber~ ~·ere likely Ii ing in the hou~e built by Hezekiah 

v..1 ,11,.i11g 11 at tl1e p1·esent-da Lo11e Drake Farin. Intere ti11gly Conrad 
111itl1 a11d George Beck \\tere both born ir1 Germany\ and eem to have 

c )111e to irginia in the early 1840s at the time that the Wild Goose Fa1·1n 
\\ a\ fir t developed ba, ed on the birthplace of the variou Beck children. 
This also corr pond~ well with the Conrad Crowe family, . hown li ing on 
T n·apin eek Road in l 52 in an area now k11ow11 as the old Foutz fann 
011 th ea. ten1 .. ide of CTC. The Crowe family was al .. o fron1 Gerrr1any, 
\\ itl1 the fi1· t children born i11 Ger1nany and the later children in Virginia 
af't r about 184-2~ the ro\\te~ \ee1n to have owned thei1· own ·1nall patch of 
l ' t11d and do11' t appear· in the hepherd account~. apolean Hiteman al ·o 
hon1 1n en11an \ 'Aa li ~1 d alo11g with hi wife and 5 childrer1 living with 
the H nr h pl1erd f'amil (he appear\ in Henry' , account book for the 
firL t ti111e in I 4 7). Thi~ uggest\ that 1nany of' the ernployee5~ a. well a~ the 
Ii\' . toe k\ of' tl1 tended h ph rd f'a1·111ing operation were ~-imported"" 
fro111 ◄ uro1Je· tl1e 11u111b r f . la\'e~ at thi ti1ne i. unknown, but the 
pre \ et1ce t· ;;111 ~~ v r\eer at i Id Goo, e F ar1n i . uggesti ve. R. D 
'l1 pl1erc.J 11,,d pr pert \1alu d at 240,000 dollar ~ while Henr·y'~ wa 

\ 1alt1~d ,lt 25.000. Henry ,ind R.D" ~ 111other Elea11or. now 91 arl old and 
,till li\1ing vlitl1 He11r;1 in tt1e l10111e ,1cqt1ircd b)' her hu ~band Abraha111 back 
ir1 I 09 pring\\'OC)d). had prope11y \\1orth ~ln additional 10 000: she died 
,1bout l\\' O 1e,1r, later. 

~ 

1852 - , . Ho\ 11 Br \\111 prodt1ced a 111ap of' Jef·ter~on aunty i1-ginia. 
111~1cie 1·r 111 ' l 't t1a 1 ur,, )' ~ of fa1·111 l i 111i t . Tl1c n1,1p ~how 11 un1erou ~ land 
Ii \' i .. i 11, fl d j c1 en t to ·1 n d a" t o t· . pr i n g o o d o 11 c e o " ' 11 e d b., t 11 e 
Br \\111ing l1ei1· .. . i11clt1di11g \111all f'ar111 tcad o 11 db .. ir1 addition to the 

1·0,\1e. 11 l d aht)\' . . . appi11gton a11cl Jol e1Jl1 E11tler .. re~pecti,1cl)' . 

\\111 \\1er b tl1 11 t I ke p r~ i11 'h pherd" to 11 ( nO\A' the e,1:·ter11 portion 
f' l ll 
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Henry Shepherd's account book for 1852 includes a conversation he 
must have had with his neighbor: 

Jan1es Markell recipe for coff drops 
take 2 oz of liquirish ball one oz of salts of Tarter 
add three pints of water and let it boil about half a way, 
take a table spoon full at a time for a grown person 

Henry's children and slaves may have given him more than a passing 
interest in cough remedies over the years. Henry Jr was now managing 
his uncle's business in New Orleans after having graduated from St. 
James College near Hagerstown, Maryland. Henry Jr's younger siblings 
were still teenagers, but it is unknown why his elder brother R.D. had not 
been designated to manage the New Orleans business. Henry Sr.' s 
account book for the 1850s includes frequent mention of ''hog killings'', 
the ledger indicating several dozen hogs at a time killed at various times 
of the year. This shows that hogs were one of the primary animals raised 
for food or possibly income at this time (Shepherd Family papers 1790-
1862). In I 853, the Jefferson County Death Record indicates that Sally, 
one of Henry's slaves, died of unknown causes; Sally's mother's name 
was Effie (Death Register Bk 1, p6, L. 3 ). Eleanor Shepherd, long-time 
widow of Abraham Shepherd, also died in September of 1853, at 93 years 
of age. 

1854-55 - A letter in November 1854 mentioned that the entire Markell 
family at RiverView Farm was ''~'iick with chills and fever'', and another 
letter in July of 1855 addressed to James was ''very sorry to hear of your 
,nisfortune you have had a really hard time of it in Terrapin Neck'', and 
hoped '')'OU are n1ending rapidly and that your daughter is well again''. 
Apparently the house needed some mending as well: a bill from a Wm 
B1·ashears in May of 1855 charged Markell for re-shingling his roof, 
putting in a new door and frame, and extending the back porch. The 
tragedy finally plays out in another letter in September trying to comfort 
Markell in his ''bereavement'', and a January 1856 letter from Markell 
explained that his wife and remaining daughter Almira were living in 
Maryland for a time to avoid the memory of their ''darling child''. 

1857 - This year the internationally acclaimed Shakespearean actress 
Charlotte Cushman was pleased to have received a visit from her bent old 
white-haired - but rich - benefactor from Boston, R.D. Shepherd (Leach 
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1970 . The ild Goose ,11·111 i11 Virginia wa ~till hi~ part-time cclt1nt1·y 
1·e ide11ce ~ll tl1i\ tin1e~ while bu<:,ine\\ 1ntere~ts ,111d his daughter kept hin1 
i11 Bt)~to11 ~111d otl1e1· cities 1nuch of the ear. Hi l. nephew Henry Shepherd 
I I l1ad bee11 e11t1·u ted with tl1e fa111ily bu~i ne\5 in e\\ O1·lean. eight year5 
e,1rlier in 1849. ler· in I 88 cle~cribed R.D l1epherd a '· ... st1·(J11g i11 

i11telle<·t, ,·igicl i11 ,\·y· .<;te111, .f·i,·111 c111cl i11j'/e.:(i/J/e i11 c·o,1, ic·tio11, of· 

1111 c·rJ1111J 1·(J111 i .. '\ i11 ~ i11 t e ,._~ ,·i t"y c111 d e .. rt 1·c1 <J ,·cl i 11 c11·_,, e .:rec Ll ti \ 'e c1 bi Ii t)'. St i 11 /1 e 

1,1c1l\~ 1e,1e1·(J11s r111c/ ki11cl-/1ec11·tecl, c/ij't1·i/J11ti11g lc11·ge .\,t1111s of· 111(J11e.)· c1111011g 

1/1ol\,<~ fJj l1is ki11 1, ,J-1cJ111 lie c/ee111ec/ ii1(J1·t/1)· ... ''. 

1858 - Tl1is year featured back-to-back weddings in the Shepherd f'amily, 
tl1ot1gh the di~tance betw en the111 wa con~iderable: R.D. Sl1epherd II, 

Cltl of Henr)1 and Fan11y Shephe1·d and nan1esake of' hi .. wealthy t1ncle, 
111,1rried a local hepherd\tow11 belle named Elizabeth Stockton Boteler 
011 June 9, 1 58 (J Marriage Records p. 514): her father wa~ a 
p1·0111i11e11l lo al politician. A day later in ew Orlean , his brother Henry 
~ hepherd Jr rnarried zemia McLean, dat1ghter of' a Scottish mercl1ant. 
Four "011 would be born to Henry and Azernia in ew Orlean. in the 
co1ni11g year\-- , the tir "t in 1859, tl1e lat in 1871. The, drumbeat ' of war 
\Vere \Ot1nding, and ew Orleans \\'Ould pro e to be an intere~ting, if not 
t'rightening, plac f·or a promine11t 1nercha11t in the shipping and real e~tate 
bu. in ~\, \\1l1ile hi ~ brother~ . hon1e in Virginia woL11d al o prove to be 
loc',lled 11ec1r 111ucl1 of the co1ni ng conflict. Little did the newly-wed 
r i11i7e ho~/ the contl1ct wot1ld e11gulf the1n: 0111e ot' the Shepherd~ would 
1101 ~L1r i,, the ar. 

1860-64 - i,1il .. tr - Local men entered both arn1ie. in large number . . 
The hephercJ,tO\l/11 ,1rea wa repe~1tedly traver ed by . mall and large 
n1 i l i tary iorct;s throughot1t tht; v.1ar, with 11eighb<.)ri 11g f an1ilie often on 
opp<.)."1tc ide of tl1e contlict. Pro i111ity lo railroads made the area of 

t14 atcgic \1alue, \ hich p1a11cd a large part in Jeffer~on and Berkele1 
, untie b coming part of' the n ¼ <:,l,tte of' e\t irginia. 

I 11 1 6 0 _ t he c e 11 u ~ho\\' J <i me\ ark e 11 (age 4 8) and hi wife 
lizab tl1 31) ,,.1ith _ daughter lmira age , and Mar age 2) li\1ing clt 

le,J t p,1rt ti1n at R1,1er i 'A' arrn. The ere al o li i11g with a white 
l,1b rcr r1arn d illi,1111 \\1hite _5 , a black laborer na1ned Wil~on Ro 

___ , ,111d a 1nulatto laborer na1ned Fr d rick Butler (30). Markell at the 
ti 111c li L ted hi~ o cupation a tan11 r. though thiu \ a likely ju\l a .. rnal] 

part of l1i bu~ ir1e a 'ti vi tie\. l11 the I 50 the Jeff er "'On County Birth 
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and Deaths records indicate the death of I child, three slave births and 4 
slave deaths, the cause of deaths included dysentery and pneumonia 
(Hulse and Dessaules 1997). The Markell' s real estate was appraised at 
$11,080, and the personal estate at $6980; in comparison neighbor Henry 
Shepherd Sr. at Springwood had $30,000 in real estate and $30,000 in 
personal estate; this accounting does not include the value of slaves. 
Markell, though a slave owner, apparently felt little sympathy for the 
Southern cause being trumpeted by many of his neighbors, his reluctance 
based in part on financial considerations. His correspondence in January 
of 1861 includes a reference to a recent Post Office application that 
tressed his disavowal of the doctrine of secession. In November 1860 he 

received a letter from a friend in Alexandria in whose sentiments he may 
have concurred: 

''Whether they will carry out their hastily made up resolutions, and 
secede 01· not, one thing the fuss they have made and are making is 
pla)1ing the mi5;chief with money matters and of consequence a stagnation 
in trade. A,id if continued will break up a number of merchants who 
would get along if it were not for this excitement. I do not pretend to 
know much about what effect, a dissolution of the Union would have on 
us here on the line, as it were between the two belligerents, one thing I 
think, hovvever, that neither the North or the South will be benefitted. '' 

In February of 1861 as the battle lines began to be drawn tighter 
another letter state : 

''/ know very well, however, that for Maryland and Virginia to be 
connected witli South Carolina and other cotton ... r;;tates in a Southern 
Confederac)1 would result very disastrous to the agricultural portion of 
the commi ... r;; .. c;ions, or in other words interest.'' (Markell Papers, U-V A) 

The C & 0 Canal and Dam 4, just upstream of the Markell and 
Shepherd properties, was of strategic value for both sides of the coming 
conflict (the canal provided much of the coal for Washington DC) and by 
mid-1861, following the battle at Bull Run, contingents of the Union 
army were constantly on patrol guarding the dam and Canal on the 
Maryland side of the river. Small groups of soldiers and kulking 
individuals made the occasional couting foray aero s the river into 
''Dixie''. Men on both sides of the river participated in niping, 
glowering, pying, and lobbing shell and insults at each other. A journal 
kept by William Hemphill of Company E of the 12th Regiment of the 
Kosciu ko Guard of Indiana stationed in late 1861 on the Maryland side 
of the river gives us a picture of what the early part of the war was like in 



Jcff~r n fJt111l ) ' ll i.., t< rical • 
<>CI Cl)' 39 

t 111 " 11 e i g h b o r l1 C) o d , ,i 11 d i n cl d er t e n t I y pro v i d e ~ d e t ,l i l .. o f H en r y 

Sl1cpherd' li\e"tock a11d food ~tore~ ~~reqt1i . itioned ~ by the Union 111en: 

()c·t. 131/1 - 111c11·(·/1ell tn Willic1111 .~1J(J1·1 cJ11 tl1e ll/JJJe1· P(Jt<J111c1c· /JCl .';;.')i1zg 

.~<J111e ,,e,-_) /;ec111t~ft1l c·(J111111;. Here ive fi11cl tlze l ~st Mc1r;,fc111cl c111c/ 1 t 
\ l i1·g i11ic1 1·eg i11ze11t .\· i11 c·c1111p c111cl ,ve , .. e.stecl Otf1·.sel, 1es 011 tl1e 141l1 
JJ1·eJJ{11·{1to1~)· to <1 ,,1c11·c·l1 r>1z t/1e l St/1 trJ cJ11r· cle.')fi11atirJ11, whic·/1 it 110,v 

CI/JJ 7 (11·.~ i .5 fl> /Je cJ11 JJicket c/11t __ , . cit Dc1111 o. 4. Ho\i}e,1er i111 .r;;c1tisjac·tory' to 
tt~\, 1/1i., .. c11·1·c111f?e111e11t 111c1_, /Je \tve i11ill l1l1\'e tc) ub111it a ,s· .~o,11e 1·egi111e11t 

11111~ 1 _fi II rl1e JJlc1c~e i11 t/1e li11e. 

0 ·t. 151!1 - 111a1·c· /1ecl i11 c·c)1n1Jc111_, l1 it/1 CrJ. A c111cl Co. H throi,gh 

f)rJi\ ·11 l -, ille goi11g to l1eJJl1e,,.d'.s· l .'l lc111cl - E ancl H to Da11z No. 4 it'l1ile 
1l1e /Jl1lc11zc:e (Jj t/1e R eRi111e11t i .~tatir111ed at S/1c111J~s!Ju1-R c11zd Antieta,11 

B1·itlge lt it/1 HeadcJttc11·te1·l~ cit Sl1c1r·1Js/JlJt·g. After a 111arG--h o.f abot1t te11 

111ile\ i, e i, e11t i,·1/(J c.:c111zp i11 arz olcl .fie/cl cJ11 a l1ill O\'erlooki11g tl1e 1·ii1er, 

c1/Jottt rJ11e 111ile ji·cJ111 tl1e dc1111 1·eliei,i11g c1 c·(>1111Jc11z_, c~f the I st Vi,-ginia 
R ~ 1 i111e111. 

Oc·t 161/1 - H ecll')' j,, .. i11g c/rJ1i,,1 t/1e ,,.ii,e,· t-i'hic·/1 ive .\·i,b.~eqi,e,ztl_v lea,·ned 

i, Cl\' ll /J1·i.\'k .fig/1t /Jet}t 'ee11 Col. Gec10· '.fi Jo,,.c·e.'i a11ll t/1e Rebel.'> cit Hc1rJJer.'> 
Fe 1·1·). 

r 

Ol·t. 171l1 - l tJ111e of t/1e 111e1z c·{1111e i11 re1Jo1·ti11g {l r;;t1·rJ11g rebel .frJ,-c~e o,z 

1/1e \ l i1·~i11ic1 l\"icle 1;1·e1Jc11·i11g jcJ,,. c111 c1ttac·k r;11 ot,,,. /Jc;~·itio11. Tl1e)' ive re 

/Jlll llti11' {/ /;c1tle 1·_, . etc:. UJJOJl ertlll11il1ClticJJ1 it /Jl"{)'i'ed f() /Je [l\l () ,zegroeJ· 
,t it/1 c1 \\ llf?{>11 ... ~c11l1e1·i11 (.f? c·o,,.11. 

O c t. I c 1/1 - Rec·ei,,ecl er cli.\'JJc1tc\ l1 _/i"rJ111 C(J/. Li11k t/1c1t c111 c1ttc1c·k vi·a .\' 

1/11· >c11e11ec/ /J,, ll .~~r,·cJ11J.? jo,·c·e c>11 Dc11n (J. 4 ii·it/1 i11 t1·i, c· ti(Jn .') to clefe11d it 

cit c1ll /1c1-c11·c/.\~. T/1e 111e11 a,-e c1/l c111.,\·ir)LI,) t(J hL11·11 /J CJ it 'cle,·. 

0 ' I. 191/1 - , j(J1·(·e <Jf c1/JrJ11t 75 11z e 1z J 1·cJ111 Cot11JJc111ies D, E c111d K 
(·1-<J\ ,eel tlze , .. i, •(J1·. ,i·l1i ·/1 ,-e rL11-11e<l c1/Jot1t JO <J 'c/oc·k c1.1r1. \tJit/1 1 JJri.';;011e1·'"~' 

.... /1(J1· .,? • 6 11111/e l\. ~I/cit l1ol~,. t111·ke_, ~, c l1ic ·ke11"'), lzc1111J·, bLlffe1·. etc·. i11 

c1/;1111clc1,1c·e. (J .f<J1· c1 ti111 e ,, e it ill fc11·e J~1,111JJflt<J11~l) . Tl1e c i,-c·,1111.s·ta11c·e.~ 

1111tle1· ,, l1i ·/1 tl1e a/;c,\ e JJ1·0 1Je 1·t_ 1,·c1~ c·c1JJtz11·ecl 1, c1.\ ci little JJe(·r,lictr. 011 

1/1 I 61/1 1/1e ~, ,·ite ,· i1 ll\' i11 .\' t1·11c tecl /J_,. 1c{j. H11/Jle1·, c·o1r1111<11zdi11g 1/1e JJO'"\,t. 

TfJ e .. \·c1111i11e tlze 1·rJc1tl\, 1·c1i·i11 e .\·, /10L1/;e. , et·. 0 11 tlze \l i1·gi11ic1 J'l1rJ1·e i11 tl1e 

11ei~/1/Jo1·/1or1cl (Jj H a1·(/ .. c·,·c1bble c111fl .. s·11 e1J/1 ertl .s .. t o ii111 £111cl 111c1ke ll plllt c~t· 

1l1e .._'\ 11 .. fr,,· 1/1 ~1 ril l c111ce <JJ tl1e j(;1·c·e e 11t rJ\ e 1· <J11 1/1e 191/1. }\ /1{J~(J 111c1i11 

l l,j ct i\ ·c, ~ l(J bt~ 1/1 c11; 1111·e o..f H e 11ry /1 epl1 erd c111cl c1 ,-ebel JJic·ket _[<; ,·c~e 

tc11ic 11 cl 011 Iii · /Ji· 111i~\·e l~• 111e JJ!at ,, <1 \ 111c1c/e c111cl e,1e1·., i,111;01·tc111t J)rJi111 

1101ecl . . so 1l1t11 1/1 ,·e 011/cl /Je 11<J 111i.s·1c1ke 111c1de. 

T/1 .. tJJetlitio11 0 11 ·i~~tecl <Jf cletc1il .. f ,·<J111 11. K ·rJ111111c111(lecl /J_ C c1JJI . 
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Draper and Co. E co,nmanded by Lieut. Mi/ice of 12th Indiana arzd a 
portion qf Co. D NY Vols comnianded b)' Capt. Robinson. Capt. Draper 
being , .. a,1ki11g officer was placed in conimand and fully instructed as to 
tl1e plan. A portion of Co. A under Capt. Morrison was ordered to cross 
the river at Shepherd's Island [down the hill from NCTC's campus] and 
,nave to a position which would effectually cut off the retreat of any one 
.from Shepherd's. Owing to a dense fog which prevailed and the failure 
of Capt. Morrison to occup)' the position assigned him, Shepherd and his 
son w·ith the picket niade their escape, excepting the men who were 
captu,·ed and who upon being brought into camp, took the oath of 
allegiance and were allowed to return home. Capt. Draper from some 
cause returned to camp very soon, leaving his force to take care of 
tliemselves. Capt. Robinson as soon as he found himself in com,nand 
01·dered his men back to camp, advising Lieut. Milice to return also. 
Lieut. Milice determined to carry out the orders as far as possible and 
proceeded to search the premises [Springwood], making all the captures 
that were made and returned to camp at 10 o'clock. 

The journal goes on to describe a miserable winter spent on the 
Maryland hilltop overlooking the Potomac, including several small-scale 
battles, constant sniping from the Virginia shoreline, and other soldier 
stories. (See website: freepages.history.rootsweb.com/--kosco/ 
kos guardin tro. html) 

Henry Shepherd's account book shows a pronounced drop in activity 
starting about midway through 1860; only a handful of transaction were 
recorded through 1862, when the account book finally ends. No doubt 
hungry Yankee army contingents posted across the river intetTllpted his 
commercial activities a great deal. Two of Henry and Fanny's sons died 
during the war, though the circumstances of their deaths are unreported: 
R.D. died in November of 1862, about a month before his son (also 
named R.D) was born; he had been married to Elizabeth Boteler, 
daughter of Alexander Boteler of Shepherdstown who served on 
Stonewall Jackson's staff and in the Confederate Congress. James Touro 
Shepherd, youngest son of Henry and Fanny, also died during the war. 

Henry, now over 70 years old, was eventually ''interviewed'' by the 
Union Ar1ny at least once: 

Nov. 24, 1864 - A party of two hundred and fifty or three hundred 
Yankees passed through town on their way from Martinsburg to Harpers 
Ferry. Some of them went to Tom Butler's and there arrested John 
Keplinger and then to Henry Shepherd's and arrested and took him away. 
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D ~ •. I 186'-/- - He,11) /1eJJl1e1·cl 1·elec1 ed a11d 1·eti,,-,1ecf l10111e ... 

( tract fro111 a dia1-y kept b a hepherd town re ident, ubmitted by 
D. Gallaher· to December 1996 M{1ga-i11e of tlze Jeffer~\·0,1 CcJi111t) 
Hi. trJ1·i ·t1l (Jc~iet_)·, , ,01. L II). 

t th ti1ne the nion force · were ~couring the area looking f'or 
an 11 a,~ociated v., ith Mo by" . raider who were a notoriou i1Tegular 
111ilitaf)1 group t'ighting on behalf of the conf deracy that banded together 
to inflict urpri~e raid on Union force , then disbanded, di appeared and 
1·e~urned their role a i11nocent far 111er~ and I. hop keeper . According to 
e eral genealogical . ources with no upporting documentation Henry 
hepl1 rd r. s son Abraham wa captured by Union oldier ~ at one point 

ar1d c 11de111ned t hang- a penalt U i. ually r er ed for pie and raider 
~t1ch al. Mo by' - but wa exchanged for captured Union oldier 
in,~t ad. nother &ource ay he wa in the regular Confederate ar1ny wa 
011 detached duty a a courier during the battle at Getty burg, and wa 
later captur d and e\' ntually impri oned at Ft. McHenry in Baltimore for 
n arl a year ( m. Hi~t. oc. 1923). The war wa an emotional and 
financial di, a ter for 1nany including the hepherd but the hipping and 
real t; tat bu, ine ... till rur1 by Henry Jr. in ew Orlean allowed at lea t 
."' 0111 of th hepherd family to recover. Aler, in 1888, wrote that ''Like 

l1 rJ \ 1 i; <Jf r>ltl/1 e ,,.11e 1".S' (He 11 l;t ' J 1·.) ~1 'a~· c 1·t1 ,s·fze d fi11a nc--i all.}' /J )' the iva ,·, but 
,i i1J1 t1 ht1L\"i11el\ .. l\. cc,pal·it) t/1c1t 1A>ebou11df{ fr·c;n1 re\,1erses and overcomes 

tl1 e111 1111c1iclecl, a11d b)' tlze forc·e c,!011e of l1i oiv,1 erzergies, he l1as· 
1·ec1111e1·ated l1i.~ .fo1·ti,11es c111t.f ,·i,\"eJz agai11 to the c·o,nfo,-t of ple11t), ''. 

te: i ii ar ra nion army belt buckle wa di covered on the 
_11tler ar111 Uu. t ea.~ t of the on11non, building near where the Indiana 
~l)ldier 1-0 "ed i11 tl1e fog in 1861 ) during an archeological urvey prior 
t the con t1·uctio11 of T . t lea, t e eral of the Entler were ardent 

onfed rat ~ 1,ir L ui ntl r H rr1ngton, then a young daughter of 
I c,1I hot I keep r Jo epl1 r1tler whc) o 11 d the fann her the CTC 

0111n1 n building i today. r co1·dcd that earl in the war ~he and 
\t\eral ther y u11g girl" 1n~1de a onfederate flag for the local military 
unit or11pan , B~ n1odi1"i d fro111 a nion fl ~1g pro\ ided b R.D. hepherd 
r 111 one of· hi " hip H rr1 ngton. n .d.) : he wa later arr . ted for 
11eak1ng lett r a11d n1e <.,age~ for the outhem Cau~e. Her brother Cato 
1oorc Entler\ a £1 111 n1ber of' on~ d rate 1npan B. Jo eph Entler' .. 
on Philip . 11tler a11d h1 \'l ife arah li\1ed at the ntler arm (now part 
f' . tit lea "" t aft r th war, but there are no record indicating their 

a "ti,,iti~ durin° the 'Onfli 't. It m likcl that tl1e ntler Farn1 a 
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used to support the operations of the Entler's Great Western Hotel and 
stable operations in Shepherdstown, a business that catered to teamsters 
and traders. 

James Markell' s old wool factory on the comer of Princess and High 
Streets in Shepeherdstown, after years of litigation, recriminations and 
neglect, still held together well enough to serve as a temporary hospital 
for wounded soldiers during the battle of Antietam in September of 1862. 
Mary Bedinger Mitchell, writing for The Century Magazine in July 1886, 
described the ''old blue factory'' which was hit twice by cannon fire 
during the battle, thus: 

... an a11tiquated, crazy, dismal building of blue stucco that peeled 
off in great blotches. It had been shut up for years and was in the 
last stages of dilapidation. The doorways i,vere boarded up; its 
windows looked through eyeless sockets; boards were missing from 
tlie floor, leaving onl)' rafters to bridge alarming gaps; while in one 
place at least, it was possible to look down through successive 
openings, from the upper stOI}' to the basement, whence came back 
the sound of rusliing water, for the stream, that had once turned the 
machi11,ery (long since departed), still ran under archwa}'S in the 
fou11datio1is of the building. '' 

1865 - an advertisement appeared in the Shepherdstown Register on 
September 9: 

JEFFERSON LAND FOR SALE. The subscriber wishes to sell at 
Private Sale about 223 ACRES of the BEST LIMESTONE LAND, 
susceptable of a division in two Tracts, lyi,ig between R.D. and 
HenrJ.' Shepherd, one mile from the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, a11d 
7 miles .from the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Improvements 
good. Has upon it two fine Large Orchards and about 50 OR 60 
ACRES of the very best TIMBER. Well watered, there being six or 
eight 5,prings. Terms made to accom,nodate the purchaser. J.S. 
Markell. Septen1ber 9, 1865. 

The Civil War, of course, put an end to the slave-based agricultural 
economy of the area, and it was slow to recover. The Markells, owners of 
RiverView Farm, had fallen on hard times. The Markell Papers include a 
copy of an appeal to the confederate forces at ''Camp Opequon'' to pay 
for corn taken from his property. James Markell in a letter dated October 
1866 explained why he couldn't pay a debt: 
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··111(:11 e JI<Jf l1c1(/ 1/1(1 c·o11t1·(J/ o.f ,,,.,, JJ!ac·e 1s·i11c·e t/1e i1 'c11· c·cJ111111e11c'ecl c111(l 

e ,,e11 11oi, I c1111 keJJt (Jilt ~fit, c111d ll(J rzrJt e.tJJect to l1a\'e /J05,\e.s-.'iio11 {~{ it 
11111il 1l1e J .,;;t o.f' AtJ1·il 11e.r:1. I c1111 110\1' i11 Ma1·ti11s/Jt11·g 'rt/(J1·ki11g .fo,· 25$ a 

JIJ{)IITl1, Ill _) .fc1111il_, . (IJ·e Ii, i11g i11 ll /1011 .\·e Oil tl1e He,1 .\e/l fc11·111 11e(I1· 

l1eJJl1e1·c/.\·toi,,,1 .... M_, te11c111t.s· 1111/01·11111c1tel) .fo1· 111e c1,-e rczclic·al~ tl1e)1 l1a\'e 

/Jee11 c/(Ji11g ct.\' t/1e)' JJlec,.\,e c111cl t/1i.'i )·ec11· I di(/ 11ot '-{?et ~vl1ec1t e110L1g/1 t(J 

,,eecl 1l1e lc111cl a11cl fi11·1ziL\,J1 /J1·e(1cl jrJ1· 111)' fc1111il:>·... R.D. Sl1eJJl1erc/' .\' l1eirs 

(1/1e B1·<Jl>k.\, r~f B<J.sto,1) l11·e c111.,\·io1,1s to btt)i a JJt11·1 of· 111)' .far111. ! ,i1illi11gl) ' 

t1r:1·ee trJ .'\l-1I! IJlLt tl1e.} c11·e like 111rJst ,·ic·/1 111e11, itn\1 illi11g tcJ gii1e c1 .fc1i1· 
• t t 

111·1{·e. 

Bt1~ir1e , 1·eceipt~ after the war 'Ltgge:t the Markell continued son1e 
Ji 111i tcd 111e1·ca11tile Vv ork, but Elizabeth was al~o worki11g as a 'doctor " 
c.t11<l dre\~1n '1k.er. a11d in 1867 Jame. \\,US paid 5 for fixi11g a fence. Their 
d ,lug h t er 1 1111 r ,1.. at t e 11 d i n g the Li n den H a 11 g i r 1 ' s ch o o I in Lit i t z, 
Pe11n ) lvania i11 1868 .. wrote her father a~king to be allov.1ed to give up 
l1er geogr,1pl1 cla~ becaL1 , e ~he wa~ being hara. ed for being a 

ot1the1·ne1~ (Markell Paper. , U-V A). On the other side of the fence, the 
l1 pl1 rd fa111il ,lt pri11gVv·ood ma11aged to maintain their property 

0'A111e1·~hip a11d co11ti11ue their lit'e near Te1-rapin eek albeit without tl1eir 
ro1·111t:r ,1.\er\1,111t .... - and l\.\rO ~on, . 

Ir1 o,1e1nher R.D hepherd died of· t1 phoid f eve1·~ after havir1g retired 
a11d bcco111c a recluse on hi\ Wild Goose Fann ~ on1e year\ bef'ore. The 
v ,tr 11·1t1 t l1c.1\ e bee11 ,1 t1·e111endous burden on R.D. during the la t year of 
hi l lit~e: 1nt1cl1 of' hi~ ht1 1. i11e\~ wa .. "' till in ew Orlean . .. a sot1them port 
·it)' t'ot1gl1t o,1er a11d occt1pied by 11orthern 1nilitary r·orc ~ f'or 1nuch of the 
\\' tlr .. \\' l1ile- 111 d,1t1ghter'I g1·ar1d\OO\ .. and other bt1\ines. i11tere~t~ were 
lo --1t\,'.;d i11 tl1e decided} Yankee ba\tio11 of' Bo~to11. Hi~ Wild Goo. e Farm 
l1,1d l1c,11·d tl1e fo()t~tep .. rifle 'lnd c,1n11or1 l)f ,1rr11ie, on botl1 ide~ of the 
'CJ11flicl .. ~ it ca11 perl1(1p, be ur1de1·\tood \ t1 R.D. 'A-Ot1lci look for peace 

i11 ·1 \\'Ori I go11e 111ad h) qu1etl_ li\1ir1g c:1t l1i\ i1n1nact1late e~tate .. e\chewing 
,,, it~ b)' e,1er1 h1, 1·el·1ti,1es (althougl1 1AO()ti11g f'or a11d ,l~ i ting the 

Cl111·eder~1c)' \\1 l1 re p(l ,ible). Hi 'J.1ill peciI,ied tl1at \1a1·iot1s f'a111il 
111-.:;111be1·" c )ll Id keep L \ 1er)1tl1i 11 g th,11 l1e had gi \1en thern O\ er tl1e year, .. 
a11d ~111 l1i "' p1·opert)' .. i11 lt1di11~ tl1e ~ 1ed1'01Ad ... c late in 1liddle ... ex Cot1nt.y, 

11~1 cl l1u ett .. ,111d l1i . r·eal e,t<tle holding, i11 C\\1 Orle,111\ .. wer·e to be 
11,,.. 

cl i ,, i d d b ~ t \,,cl: 11 h i d ,l ll g 11 t ~ r E 11 en B r o C) k " and he 1· t \\' o o 11 .. Pete r 
Br ok ~111d 11 I h rd Bro<lk" (J Rl: order " B .. p.21 . It is (1, .... t1111ed that 
11 p 11 ,,, I-I 11 r _ I I .. ,1 I r ad )' i 11 . • e \ ,, 0 1· l ,111 .. o 11 t i n u e d to 111 a 11 ,1 g e t h e 

fJ r,1tio11 ~ tl1e1·e f 1· tl1e Broe k fa111il)' 111c111be1·s . Hen1· C)ttld later retir·e 
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from the New Orleans business and come back to live in West Virginia 
full-time with his wife, Azemia (McLean) Shepherd, daughter of a 
prominent New Orleans merchant, and four sons in 1878. Henry Jr. took 
over ownership of the Wild Goose Farm in 1878, as well as the farm of 
his father, thus creating the necessity of distinguishing between his Upper 
(Wild Goose) and Lower (Springwood) farms. 

1869- RiverView Fa1·111, now down to 152 acres, was sold. Thornton W 
Mason and wife Ellen paid $660 to James Markell, and also had to pay 
off two other bonds of $1231 and $1891 held by a trustee E. J. Lee, 
suggesting a foreclosure was at least imminent (JCDB 4 - 1869-70, p. 
231 ). The Brooks brothers from Boston purchased the part of the farm on 
the south side of the road adjacent to their Wild Goose Farin. The 1870 
census shows the Mason household at RiverView Farm with 9 children, 
and a 10-year- old mulatto day laborer named James Brown. Continuing 
the tradition of many previous owners of RiverView farm in the 19th 
century, Thornton died within a couple of years of acquiring the property. 

1870 - Henry Shepherd Sr., born in 1793 and the owner of Springwood, 
died in October 1870 of ''general debility''. He was survived by his wife 
Fanny (Briscoe) Shepherd, and four of their remaining children, among 
them Henry Jr who had spent his adult life in New Orleans, but would 
soon be managing the upper and lower farms near Terrapin Neck. Henry 
Sr.' s will mentions the four remaining children: Henry Jr, Anne 
Elizabeth, John and Abram, and mentions that his son R.D. is deceased, 
with the heirs already amply provided for by both Henry Sr and R.D. Sr. 
The will specified that his entire estate in Jefferson County was to go to 
his wife Fanny, and upon her death the property was to go to both Anne 
Elizabeth and Henry Jr. Henry Jr could in tum buy out his sister's half 
when the time came for $8000 (JC Recorders WB p. 153). A description 
in the local paper some years later describes Henry Sr. as ''not inclined to 
public life'', and ''devoted almost exclusively to agricultural pursuits'' 
(Shep. Register 4 Sept 1891). 

1872 - James Markell died. He was living in Shepherdstown with his 
wife Elizabeth, youngest daughter Sallie and two African-American 
servants, one of them a child of 7; he died of erysipelas, a bacterial 
disease of the skin. His wife Elizabeth began taking in boarders 
sometime after his death. 



J f~ r: 11 'o t111t)' l-li ... to ri ,11 oc jet) 4_-

l1epherd' Lo,,,er Farm ca. 1970 .. 

1876 - R1\1e1· iew F,1r111 wa\ purcha~ed by Henry t. Joh11 Shepherd .. 
gr,111dL 011 of' 1\br(1ha1n hcpherd a11d cou\in of Her11· , clfter the death of 
Thor11tc>11 ~a 011. dg,1r ,l\t)11, the 25-year-old elde t ~011 of Tho1·nton 
(clerk i11 c:l d1·)1 goo l ... store in 1870), co11te. ted tl1e ~ale ir1 court, with hi 
111otl1er ~1, tl1t dl!f'er1clant. The cii pLtte ~ ,1",11 .. t re~ol\·ed t111til 10 1ear late1·. 

1878 - He111·y ctncl ze111i,1 ~ hcphe1·d 1110\ cd tro111 e~ Orlec1n~ back to 
J ffer\t)ll Cou11t \\1ith th ir bo_ s after Henr)' .. S retire1nent. Henry had 

J 11t r11ost of l11" adult life h,1ndling l1i\ u11cle . bu~ine\\ in the \Ot1thern 
po1·t it [111 l h,1d a111a ed qt1ite ~t fortune c)f hi~ own. He arr,1nged Vv ith 

l1i " Brc)c)k .. C()U\in to t~1kc O\ er th ild Goo\e Farin and 1nov ed there 
\ , i t 11 h i \\' i f e fl 11 cl .. o 11 . H i ~ e I de L t l o 11 R . D . ~ i n t 11 e fa 1n i I y tr ad i ti on , 

tc11·tc I l1i prcJf·e" io11'1I areer b)' l1a11dli11g 0111c of the ew Orle,1ns re.al 
c t • 1 le h ti 111 .. o r1 ,1 f' t r t 11 i \ t i 111 e . He had , p e 11 t 3 e 111 e. t e r ~ ,1 t the 

11i\1 r '"' it , of i1·~i11ia ,it '\harl< ttt: "ille bt1t left \\1 ithout f'ini . hing hi . ~ 

cl 21·ee. f\t <)Ille pc)i11t d1·,1111,1 'tnd 1l1eatre c~1ptured R.D. ~s im~1gi11atio11 

,111 d l1 j o i 11 c d ,1 I t I b i r1 , .. , 0 r I ea n t h ,1 t p r o r11 o t e d t h e w o 1· k ~ o r· 
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Shakespeare. His stage presence soon ga1·nered attention and within a 
few years would lead to a new ca1·ee1· as a thespian. 

1881 - Fanny Shepherd, widow of Henry Shepherd Sr., died of ''old age'' 
at the age of 81. Her son John had already died of a ''spinal affliction'' 
two years prior, and her unmarried daughter Anne Elizabeth died two 
years later of cancer at the age of 52. Presumably Henry Jr. who had 
moved into the Wild Goose Far1r1 with his family three years before, paid 
his sister Anne $8000 for her half of their father's estate before her death, 
as specified in their father's will. 

1886 -RiverView farm was finally assimilated into the adjacent 
Shepherd family domain when the court ruled that it had been purchased 
by Henry St. John Shepherd. A life-long bachelor (?), Henry St. John 
may have rented the place to tenants or to Henry Shepherd next door at 
least part of the time (the Shepherdstown Register in Feb. 1892 
mentioned that he had relocated to Roanoke Virginia.) RiverView Fa1·m 
seemed to continue its long period of decline after this time. Henry St. 
John apparently was the first to refer to it as RiverView Farm in a deed. 

1888 - The Shepherd family's upper and lower farms were given a 
glowing report in Aler's ( 1888) book of the history of Berkeley County 
(though the property had become part of Jefferson County in 1801). A 
photo of Sp1ingwood - the Lower Farm - ca. 1870 s is shown above, and 
Aler' full description is included in the appendix of this document. 
Henry Shepherd Jr's eldest son Rezin Davis (R.D.), after attending 
Washington and Lee College and the University of Virginia at 
Charlottesburg, and pursuing a short career managing the family real 
estate in New Orleans, had by thi time become a renowned 
Shakespearean actor, ''tragedian and artist'' using the stage name R.D. 
McLean, from his mother Azemia's maiden name. Apparently Azemia 
and Henry were estranged at this period of time: she lived in a house in 
Shepherdstown part of the year and spent winters with her mother in New 
Orleans. She and Henry had reached a financial settlement that included 
the house in Shepherdstown, but in return she could make no claim on 
the estate when he died (Shep. Register, Oct 23, 1891 ). 

Aler also described R.D. 's brother, a young industrious Henry 
Shepherd (Ill) with ''already marked business capacity'' who has been 
given ''the general supervision of his extensive farming operations'', with 
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his ''t/1(11·r;11g/1 k11cJ1,,/eclf!,e (~{ 1l1e /Je .. ~·t 111etl1ocl.~ of 1·c1i,,;;i11g c111d clei,elopi11g 

1/101·011gl1-b1·ec/.,~ <Jf c1ll ki11cl.\·' . lei· cont'idently predicted ''c111 l1cJno1·c1ble 

a11cl /Jl.<J~pe1·<J11.\ fi1t1,,·e - c111ci tl1c1t l1e ~vill p1·(;i'e c1 }1 'c11·tl1)· i1cc·e~ ... \,cJr to lzi .. \· 

il/11,.;;11·itJ11.,~ .fc11l1e1·' . nother f~t111ily genealogi 't de~cribed young Henry 
III ,is ~~,1 f'anc1 \tock breeder and f'armer' ( myth, 1909). 

The l1cphcrdstow11 Regi.ste,·. in numerot1. i5~ue, th1·oughout the early 
I 90l. _ kept ver good tr,1ck of the hepherd fa1nily va1·iou. corning 

~t11d goi11gs. For e a1nplc, Jan 16 1891 note5 that the McLean Pre cott 
Tr·oupc, compo.'ed of~ R.D. hepherd't hi~ girlfriend (later wife) Mi 

arie Pre~cott't and R.D' . brother Augu ttt , had been forced to pend a 
few da \ in h pherdstown becau e the theatre in New York where they 
i11ler1ded to pt1t on their pla had bt1rned. Later the June 5th edition noted 
that the McLean Pre~cott ompany had fini . hed their engagement for 
the ea,on and l1ad returned to hepherd town. 

In I 90, Henr hepherd r fini . hed a project for which many in tow11 
\\ c1· quit ntl1t1" ia. tic. Th local paper, in a later eulogy, de. cri bed in 
gt1 l h111g la11gt1age th ''111c1g11{fi(~e,1t 111c1L·c1dc1111 ,,.oc1d'11'ct)' '' Hen1·y built 

• .,~<Jlel.)~ cit /1i .~ <J1v11 e.XJJe11 .. \·e '' between hi Wi Id Goose Farm and 
• 

hepherd\tov.,·n. The road\'\-'ay to town had already been 111aintai11ed in an 
e c llcnt 111a11ner b Henry' ."' 11umerou workmen for a number of year. 
it \.\1a t)f.te11 used a5 a ho1· e racetrack), but the new pavernent wa. a 

c,tu~e for re~11 e cit tnent and at lea tone writer de.,cribed it a '' t/1e fine.')t 

i11 1/1() ~ tt1te • . Tl1 road ~een1 to ha e attracted many people out for a 
't111da)' bL1gg)' rid in th countr ~ide. 

In l 8, Philip ·~ntler died. The far1n he owned ju t east of the 
~ 11 ph rd .. 'A1here the T Commons bt1ilding i~ today .. had undergone 
e\1er,1l bot1ndar1 cl1a11g o, er the y ar\, but would "" oon be incorporated 

int ,in 6-,icr far111 being pieced together b1 George F. Turner 

1891 - Tl1 Jt1l11 3rd editio11 of the hepl1erd town RegL .. s,te1· noted that 
H n1·)' hcphcrd ''\\ l1<JL~e l1ec1/tl1 l1c1.~ 11rJt /Jee11 (f?O(Jll fcJ, .. ~ei1e1A>c,1/ 111011tl1.~ 

JJCt& r , l1t1 , <J11 t(J i1·~111ic1 Bl~t1 c· l1 ,i it/1 1/1e l101Je f~f bei11g JJl1)'L~ic·c1ll., , 

/Je11~fitec/'". He '>.' a ~1c 1np,1nied by the local Dr. Tan11er. He mu~t ha\ e 
111 b<1ck f'eeli11_ better. bec,1t1 c on Jul 17 the pape1· included thi ~ ite111: 
(), ,, i 11 g to the I tl r g e n LI 111 b r o f' ,, i i tors r c n t 1 . , p e c i a 11 )' on 
~ Lt 11 d ,1., \,; , , 11 i 11 g ~ ~• t tract e d p "l 1· t l )' by th c t .. i r1 e d r i e to the i I d 
G o ~1r111. r. h ph rd ha~ decided to ~ ho\\· ~ucl1 per. 011 ~ome 

, 1id 11 'C of f,~i 11dl r cog11itil)r1 and ho pitality. In ke ping with 
t 111 , pi r i l , h 11 a"" fl rr an he d to tender each ,, 1 , i t CJ r to the far 1n on 
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Sunday evenings, between six and eight o'clock, some lemonade, 
ice cream or fruit. The refreshments will be served upon the 
shaded lawn of the mansion near the inner avenue gate. 
On August 7 the paper noted that Henry had sent out more than 500 

invitations for a series of dances to be held at the Wild Goose, and special 
trains had been hired to collect the invitees from many area towns. The 
young people in the area were excitedly preparing for the dances for some 
weeks; those in town not invited no doubt did their best to pretend that 
they didn ' t really care about any fancy dances out at the Shepherd's ... 

Alas, it was to be Henry's last hurrah. Henry Shepherd II died on 
September 30 of ''paralysis'' at 62 years of age (JC Death Register, B5, p. 
45), though according to the paper on Oct. 2 he had died of a ''fatal 
~~t, .. oke o.f apoplexy'' while riding in his carriage back from town. His 
coachman Graham didn't notice his demise until after they had arrived 
back at the Wild Goose Farm. Two of his sons, R.D. and Augustus, were 
in Topeka, Kansas on tour with their acting company at the time. R.D., 
the eldest son, came back to Shepherdstown, while Augustus and Miss 
Prescott continued their engagements. Jefferson County took over the 
maintenance of ''Shepherd Grade'' at this time (Smyth, 1909). In his will 
Henry divided all his property between his four sons, R.D., Henry, 
William and Augustus, each getting a certain percentage based on their 
ages (JCWB B, p.24). Other newspapers in the region apparently made 
some wild and unfounded statements about the will, causing the 
Shepherdstown Register to print the will in its entirety on Oct. 23. The 
ages of the four sons added up to 79, and each of their ages was divided 
by 79 to determine thei14 portion of the inheritance described as over a 
million dollars, which included the Wild Goose Farm and the Lower 
Farm (now NCTC). The Aler account quoted above suggest that second 
son Henry, then in his early 20s, after having been schooled at the 
Virginia Military Academy and St. James College near Hagerstown, 
Maryland, had been supervising the farming operations of the combined 
properties for several years. 

The four sons would now have to come to terms over who would own 
and live in the various houses and properties. Perhaps to facilitate these 
decisions, in the spring of 1892 they took to the trains and met in 
Chicago, traveling to several cities including New Orleans (Henry 
brought an alligator back to entertain his friend ). R.D., the eldest son 
and executor, took over the Wild Goose Farm. Henry (III) moved out of 
the Lower Farm and took possession of a house in Shepherdstown in May 
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01· l 9 __ \\1hil tigustu~ and William took the Lower Farin ( p1·ingwood) 
,l 1l1 ~i1· JJOrtio11 of" the inheritance. The Jul 1 1892 paper noted that the 
tv.1c> broth 1·s~ re1·erred to a\ M~ r . A.M. and W.J. hepherd~ were making 
(l 11-ip to B,1Jtir11or and Washington to acquire ft1rni hing~ for the old 

r1 r i n gt; n f' ,11· 111 h o ti " e t l1 at w o u l d 1n a k e i t e q u a 1 i n grandeur and 
'' ~\~1,11JcJ.\\ \' i11 l·o11~frJrl ,. tl1e Wild Goo\e Fa1·1n, 110 mall ta k. They al. o 
bega11 bt1ying racehor~e (trotter~) at eve1·al location~ around the cot1ntry 
()articularly i11 e~' Yo1·k~ and variou . edition of the local paper 
described their latest purchases and the speed. they had attained between 
their f·ar111 and hepherd~town. Tht1 began a project known as the 

hcpl1e1·d tock Farin~ which included the planting of 4000 peach tree 
•• i11 tlze 11atLt1·e r~t· c111 e.t:JJe1·i111e11t ''. Augu~tu , (A.M.) gave up hi ca1·eer on 
tl1e stag at this tirne but hi brother· R.D. and Marie Pre cott now 
111,1rriccl began th theatre <;,eason in Richn1ond in Augu t. 

011 July 8~ 1892 the hephe1·d town Regi ter noted that: 
• r. Henry t. John hepherd [the owner of' Ri erView Farin] 

a11d r. John Rice ,1re pro~pecting for oil in the neighborhood of 
hep herd town. The ha e a machine that , melli the oil no matter 

ho~ d ep underg1·ound it 1nay be.'' 

1893 - Henr)-' hepherd III 111ar1·ied Min11ie Reinhart daughter of the 
le cal po .. tn1,t .. t 1· i11 January. The1, honey1nooned in ew Orlean. and 
Florida. ~011, Henr I ~ Vva .. born December 30, 1893. They 
JJt1rcl1a cd a propert jt1 t r1orth of' town o,,erlooking the river called 
• lift" ottage'' 1'ro111 th Le111on fa1nil for 20,000 wl1ere they intended 
to 111ak.\: their r·,1111il home: the fa111ily b now al~o i11cluded two t. 
B rnard dc)g .. . 

R.D. a11d Iii~ \ if'e M,trie returned to the Wild Goo e Farm in March of 
I 9 __ 1nte11di11g t() retire f'rorn the . tage a11d devote their time to 111anagi11g 
l 11 c t.: tat . T l1 e \\1 i l d 1 o o . a r 1n 1 ate r that . u 1n 1n er i n c I u de d \ u ch 
aJdition a ~1 cre,1111er)' and 40-cow dair herd_ and ~0111e Kentucky 
Tl1c)rot1ghbrt=d racel1or c t'or \\ l11ch the paper i11cluded thi . notice 011 

J ll 11 _ () t h : 

tl1 

1r. R.D. ~ 'l1tJ)t1crd l1,1~ h,1d cl half-1nile racetrack laid out upo11 hi"> 
\\1ild Goos Far111 ne,1r h pherd~to\\1n upor1 wl1ich he will ~peed 
tl1e Kentt1cky ,.rhorot1gl1br d r Lent] purcha ed by hi111. 

T 11 i 1 I i k I)' th o \'al t 1·a ck th ,1 t can "' till b . e en ju t to the north of. 
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The reason for R.D. and his wife' retirement from the stage becomes 
apparent in September, when the paper notes that Marie died on an 
operating table in New York, in a last-hope attempt to remove an 
abdominal tumor from which she had been suffering for some time. R.D. 
wa at her side as she died. 

1894 - Brothers Augustus (A.M.) and William (W.J.) Shepherd 
according to the Nov. 29, 1894 Shepherdstown Register had recently 
purchased (for over $3530) several noted racehor e at Madison Square 
Garden in New York City for their new stock farm operation at their 
Lower Farm: 

There are now 33 head of horses on the Shepherd Stock Farm, 
fifteen of which are trotted daily, and it is the earnest desire of the 
owner to be able to start out with a string of horses that will enable 
them to do credit to the community in which they live. 

An earlier article in the Augu t 23 edition of the paper mentioned that 
the Shepherd brothers were exhibiting '' eleven fine trotters'' at the local 
Morgan's Grove Fair. Augustus Shepherd, after an education at St. 
James College in Maryland and a short stint at the Univer ity of Virginia, 
for a time had a .pired to the stage like his older brother R.D. but moved 
back to Shepherdstown in 1893. His brother William graduated from the 
University of Virginia in 1893. One report describes them as owning 
''such noted horses a Queen Gothard, 2.14-1/4, Nellie D, 2.18-1/4; 
Jennie C, 2.23-1/2; Royal Penn, 2.10-1/4· and Director Joe, 2.09-1/2''. 
(see Shepherd posting by Nel Hatcher at Rootsweb link at 
http ://homepages. roots web. com/-nhatcher/miller/index.htm. The world 
record mile for trotters in 1885 was 2:08, the first sub-2 minute mile wa 
achieved in 1903.) 

1895 - a plat recorded in the Jefferson County courthouse on 3 March 
describes a ''plat of W.J. and A.M Shepherd Stock Farm containing 312 
acres formerly ''the lower'' farm of Henry Shepherd and adjoining 
George F. Turner, the Potomac River, J.R. Johnson, R.D. Shepherd, 
Henry St. John Shepherd, the Terrapin Neck Road, Shepherd's Pike and 
Shepherd Island'' (Thompson 1984 ). The new property boundary 
included the racetrack built by R.D. in 1893. A copy of thi plat wa 
found in the attic of the estate house at Springwood some years ago, and 
now hang on a wall there. The Shepherdstown Register for April 4 



Jc ffers 11 <) tirll)' I Ii lc> ri ~•l \l>CiC t)' 5 l 

ir1L~ lt1d~~ tl1e 1'o) lowing t~ o ite1n a11d, together with the plat de~cribed 
<lbO\'e, sugge t ~ there \ ere \0111e rather . udden and 1najor change in the 
111a11age111ent of tl1e hephcrd t'ar1n ope rati on , perhap~ rela ted to the 
I i11gcri11g e1,t·ectL c)f. the . e\1ere econo111ic dow11turn ref erred to a the Panic 

1· I 93: 

1r . ze111i a hephe1·d ha~ bought the half intereL t of her on Win. 
J . ' l1 cp l1 rd in th Lower Farm ow 11 d by Wm . J . and A.M. 

l1cpl1erd, r·ot1r rni] e~ no1·th of hepherd. tow11. The price paid, we 
t1nder~t'1nd, iL 8~000 . 

. J. ,ir1d .M. hep herd, of· the hepherd tock Farm and R.D. 
t1 ep l1 erd , of ild Goo e Farm , nea r hepherd town have 

co11c1 uded to di pos ot' th ir racehor e and wil] . ell all except a 
1·ew to h k pt for their per. onal u~e. H n1·y hep herd [ thei1· 
b1·oth 1·] ha bot1ght from the1n a fine tallion .... If the re t are not 
bought b)' the p ple of thi vicinity they will hip them to 
Le i11gt n, Kentucky. 

o it s ern that Williarn either de perately needed ca h or had 
d idcd to part wa L with hi brother ugu tu ~ and hor~ e racing at lea t 

·1 a bu ine \, would not b th ir pri111ary intere t for a time. 
Henr , hepherd the 3rd apparently found interesting things to do 

(lr u11d t wn d pite no longer b ing involv d in direct management of 
tl1 t ~c.1r111 . 11 o tl1 r it 1n in th Regi,~te, .. that · p1 .. ir1 g concerned hi 
pur ~t1a. e C)f. a s111a ll t an, acht, the Min11el1c1/1c1 that he had recently 
hl)ught in eorgetown and had n1ov ed to hepherd town: 

~~ it i~ 'l graceful \1e ~cl and will carry ight or ten per .. on: ery 
c 111f· 11abl . It i \. propelled b)' a coal oil engine and flie .. along at 
eight to ten rn ile per hour. It run moothly o er the placid 
P t 111ac vlhich i here o beautif'ul~ and 'we ha e no doubt it wil l 
pro\ e ,1 ot11· e C) f' 111uch plea ure to it. own r and hi friend. . llan 
, .. ucl1 "' a11d Jol1r1 J l)n coin po e th ere\\' ot" th boat.,~ 

The J ti 11 e .... 7 di ti o 11 of th pa 11e r th 11 1 r1 c I tide~ this it e 1n : 

~ r. He11r_' l1epl1erd' le,1111 Ltcht innehaha 1net \ ith bad luck 
Tu d't}' nig}1t. r. l1epherd 'A1ith ~ \1eral frie11d we11t tip the 
Ct111,1I a fr11· a Keart~ C)t Lock 011 tl1e b at and returned late in the 
~, c11i11e. l1en fl l1ort d1 t,1nce ,:1bo tl1e hcpherd tO\\' n Lock 

)Ill n i11 tl1 bc>,1t ,1tt 111pted to char10 e p() 1tion. and omeh \\' or 
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other the little vessel upset and went to the bottom of the canal 
upside down. All the occupants escaped with no other damage than 
a very complete sousing in the water. 

1896 - Being young and wealthy didn't shield against calamity or 
tragedy. Young Henry Shepherd III died on March 4 a few weeks after 
his 28th birthday, his honorable and prosperous future somewhat short­
lived. While at the train station in nearby Shenandoah Junction, he took a 
step onto the tracks and was hit by a passing freight train. The obituary in 
the Shepherdstown Register noted that he was living on Main Street in 
Shepherdstown with his wife, the for1ner Minnie Reinhart, and a two-year 
old son (Henry IV). Minutes before his death he had been at a Dr. 
Marshall's office, and had written a '' long and affectio,iate '' letter to his 
mother; he apparently had not purchased a ticket to board a train. 
According to the article ''He was a young ma1i who had many winning 
traits of character, and he had a large circle of friends here and 
el/iewhere '' .... ''Mr. Shepherd was one of the wealthiest young men of 
this community, having inherited considerable property fr·om his father''. 
About this time, Mrs. Henry Shepherd began a business on the north side 
of town on their newly-purchased property overlooking the Potomac 
known as the ''Bellevue Boarding House'', catering to Washingtonians 
and dignitaries looking for a comfortable lodging or vacation spot. 

Within a few years, the Shepherd family's ownership of their old 
farms came to an end. The Shepherd's Lower Farm, after being in the 
family nearly a hundred years, was sold to a Col. Johnson in 1907. 
Brothers A.M. and W.J. Shepherd apparently were still buying and racing 
trotting horses after this tirµe, though not on the old family farm. The 
local paper mentioned on Feb. 10, 1910 that they had again bought 
several famous trotters at a sale in Madison Square Garden; the horses 
were initially going to Exmore, Virginia on the southern tip of the Eastern 
Shore of Chesapeake Bay, but would eventually be brought to 
Shepherdstown. Henry St. John Shepherd, erstwhile oil prospector and 
the owner of RiverView Farin, died of dropsy in 1901 at the age of 76; he 
had been living in a room in a building owned by Thomas Files, and gave 
the farm to his sister Mary in return for the $3500 he had borrowed from 
her (JCWB C, p.5). His will was not witnessed by anyone, but specified 
that his funeral should not cost more than $100. RiverView Farm was 
sold out of the family by his sister in 1902. 

William and Augustus's famous brother R.D. sold the Wild Goo e 
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F,1r111 i11 1911 a11d 111CJ\Cd to Holly'A-ood to try a career i11 the 1novie .. with 
l1is ~ecc>nd \\1ife, ,tctre \ Odette Tyler (her 1·eal narne wa~ Eli,abeth Lee 
' 8 t, ,i c' K i1·klc.111d): by tl1e11 the two h,ld bee11 tra veli11g the count1·y 

tl>gctl1 r r·or 111orc tl1ar1 a decade pt1tting on productions of Shake pe,1re' s 
pl,l)'S. 1lent f' il111 credits f'or R.D. include The BiLr;;/10JJ of t/1e Ozc1,·k.~ 
( I 9 2 3 , B c1 ., c111 cl B c1 R .!? c, g e ( I 9 2 3) D rJ, 1 't Neg I e c· t Yr, 1,1 ,.. W 1:f e ( I 9 2 I ) , 

11111be1· 99 ( 1920), Tl1e Sil\'e1-- H (J1--de ( 1920), Tl1e Little Sl1eJJl1e,,.cl o.t· 
Ki11g£l<J111 ( .,fJ111e ( 1920) Fit/! r;f PeJJ ( 1919), T/1e BeL~t Mc111 ( 1919)). 

zcr11i,1 McLe,1n hepherd died on October 2, 1915 and was buried in 
hepl1crclsto\\1n. Her grand\on Henry Shepher·d the 4th died At1gu t 2'1 

1942 a11d \\'a~ c.ll ~'O butied in hepherdstown~ while Henry Shepherd the 
5th sti II Ii \ 'C\ at the Bellevue estate north of tow 11. R.D. died i11 California 
i11 Jt1r1 of 1948, le,:1 ing his hou~e and belongings to his housekeeper . 

• 

l ,,e ft: o,,er Ph<>to, The Dramatic 1\1lirror earl)1 1890 from Odell .. Annal of 
the . Te,,, t1rk "tag . liddle: R.D. i\'lacljean from The Player' Blue Book, . 
D . .. t<lrn1 .. 1901. Right: R.D. 1lcLean a King Richard III, appearing the ,veek 
of I) c n1b r 2 192- ~lt the \\'e t,,,ood Theatre in Lo ngele . Three image 
courte ")' of ( urt 1la .. on .. \Vhite H<lu e Farm, ummit Point, \ . 
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Epilogue 

The Shepherd family and later hi tory is not as detailed in this account 
a it could be, and only ome general themes have been followed during 
their period of ownership in the 19th century. The Shepherds in the 
second half of the nineteenth century did not require their Upper and 
Lower farms to be self-supporting. They made money through businesses 
in New Orleans and elsewhere, and applied their wealth to their estates in 
West Virginia. Through their workmen and farm managers, they 
continued to rai e a variety of livestock and grow a number of crops on 
these farms. Some members of the Shepherd family continued to receive 
ground rents from lot holders in Shepherdstown throughout most of the 
19th century. R.D. Shepherd built and donated the central portion of the 
prominent Shepherdstown building now known as McMurran Hall as a 
Town Hall in 1859; additions to the building in 1866 allowed its 
temporary use as the Jeffer on County Court House. Shepherd family 
members were also instrumental in forming a state teachers college in 
town, which has evolved into Shepherd College, part of the West Virginia 
University system. 

By the beginning of the 20th century, the Springwood estate, or Lower 
Shepherd Farm, was up for sale. In 1907 it was purchased by a Colonel 
IV Johnson, former state auditor of West Virginia who had been living in 
Roanoke, Virginia (JCDB 99, p2 l 2). An April 1907 edition of the 
Shepherdstown Register recorded that he was in town looking for 
property to buy, and on May 30, 1907 the paper noted that he and his 
family were moving into the Lower Farm. He was there only a short 
time, as 3 years later he sold it to a William H. Martin of Wayne ville, 
Illinois (JCDB 103, p500), who moved in with his wife and two 
daughters in April of 1910. Martin had been born in the Shepherdstown 
area way back in 1831 ( !) had moved west to Ohio as a young man 
working as a blacksmith and farmer, joined the Union army during the 
Civil War, outlived his first wife, married again in 1898 and started a 
second family (two daughters), and finally decided to retire in 
Shepherdstown at the age of 79. When he died in November of 1928 at 
97 years of age he was described as the oldest man in Jefferson County 
(Shep. RegiLfiter, Nov.22, 1928). Martin added several of the farm 
buildings een on the property today, including the barn that had been lost 
in a fire. Martin moved into town a few years before his death and rented 
the house to tenants a practice continued by his wife E telle after his 
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d e a t h . T h c t' ,1 r 111 'A' a ~ 
S<) Id to Dr. . B . Hen d ri .. 
i 11 I 9 ➔ I ( J C D B I 7 4 
p 3 .. __ ) , \ t1 o w tl ~ t 11 e fir , t 
s u r g e o 11 ,l t t h e K i 11 g ~ 
D ,:1 Lt g 11 t e r, H o ~ p i t ~1 I i 11 

a1·t111\bL1rg: he bot1ght 
p r i n g \V o o d ,1 ~ a 11 

in ,,e tr11e11 t p1·ope1·t )' bL1 t 

c o 11 t i 11 Lt e d t o l i \ e i n 
~:1rtin~ht1rg. One 01· hi .. 

~ 

\ o 11 \.. . B . He 11 d r i x J 1· ... 

Ii \1ed ,1t pring\\t oo(i 
ll 11 l i I <-1 b O ll t 1 9 6 l . 
He 11 d ri , r. al ~ o b o u g 11 t 

Ri ,, r icw arn1 ,111d a11 

,l d j ace n t p ,l r c e I to t he 
a,t of· pring\.\,ood, 

011cc '1gai n con\olidat­
i11g 111uch of the origi11al 
c o I o n i ,1 l a 11 ear i n -
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gen e tate. The e11tire prope1·t wa 'A'illed to Charle~ ar1d Je ie Hendrix 
in 1 9 6 9. h ,ti· I es v. ,1 a a,, sub 1n ,1r in e captain, a\' a I Academy Cl a~ . 
C)t~ 1939, vlho f'irst 1no\1ed with Je \ie to p1·ing~ood in 1960. Je'" ie was 
origi11all. f·r()m C,1lif'or11i,1 a11d \\ as v.,orki11g for an admiral the1·e when . he 
r11et h,1rle~. Prio1~ to 11 ~ he h,td been ,1 congre\ ~ional ad111ini trati e 
,1 i,tar,t \\Orki11g for 0I1gr·e~. man Fra11k BL1ck. They married at the 

a,1,11 adc 111)' h~tpe l in 1946 ,ind had ariou '" duty \tation including 
H,1\\1,1ii ;;111d v a l1ingto11 prior to 010 i11g to We'it irginia. Charle~ and 
Je,,ie , pe11t ,tb ut t\\O )'e~1r " doi11g n1inor ret·urbi hi11g and 1nodemizing 
<>1~ tl1c old \\' ~1ri11gen 111an il)n. includi11g ealing up \e\ era] of the 
l"ircpl:1 .. c, ·111d ~1cldir1g a 111oder11 k.1tche11 .. di\covering a l1uge old kitcl1en 
f1re11Il1cc Lt)111plet \ itl1 bl,1ck.e11ed ir()l1 cook.pot bt;hind a v.,,111 in the 
p r o ~ e ::' . -1 I o o r \ . \ ,, [1 l I s . 111 C) 1 d 1 n g .. . f • i re p l ~1 c c In a n t I e "i ,1 n J o t h e r 
~1 r • h i t • t ti r [l l J c t tl i I ~ a re r c p o r t e d I )' o r i g i 11 ,1 I f' r o rn I 7 5 9 , t h o ti g l1 

u11clot1btedly tl1e hepl1erd 111ad ,l con "ider,tble 11L11nber of· cha11ges. The 
f~1n11ir1° op r~1tio11 <)11 tl1e Henclri , pr111g\\1ood estate, i11 p,1rt 1·un b)' local 
r· .. 1 r n1 e r B i 11 K 11 i g 11 t e 11 f o r 111 an )' )'ear .. e \1 en tu a 11 )' i n c I u d e d o ,, er 3 0 0 
H r i· o rd be t c ,1 t t I . 7 0 hog ~ ~1 r1 d 2 0 0 ti f' f o I k . h e e p . Fa 1· rn i n g 
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operations were taken over by the local Griffith family in about 1977. 
The sheep herd started as daughter Mary's 4-H project, and eventually 
grew large enough to pay for her undergraduate degree at Shepherd 
College (Jessie Hendrix, pers. comm). Charles Hendrix spent many years 
commuting daily between his fa1·1n and the Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
where he had started the Oceanography program; he died in 1976. Jessie 
Hendrix sold the property to the US Fish and Wildlife Service in March 
of 1992, retaining the Springwood mansion and several surrounding 
acres. Daughter Mary holds a PhD from Harvard University and is now 
Dr. Mary Hendrix, professor and head of the Department of Anatomy and 
Cell Biology at the University of Iowa College of Medicine. 

The RiverView Farm house, shown during demolition in 1984 (lower 
photo) and in a Fraley family photo from the 1940s, and other buildings 

that comprised RiverView Farm were dismantled, hauled away or buried 
in 1984, though the foundations of several buildings can still be seen; the 
last tenants lived there in the 1950s. It had been sold by a member of the 
Shepherd family in 1902 to Jacob Rush, who seems to have been in 
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he11 he ,old it in tur11 to Oa\1id Jone~ in 1935. Jones ~old it in 
B He11dri . 

The ec1 tern portion of· T , acquired b1 the Browning heir. in their 
Ic1~' tiit in tl1e 1790. , contain the re111ain .. of at lea "t two f'arm tead~. One 
of the house~ \\1,1 <)ccupied by the Entler farnily from 1851 to about 1888 
11 ~c.1r tl1 ri e1·: only a f ot1ndation and ba ement d pre ·ion i.. till i ible 
ju"t 11orth of the po11d. The other hou~e and outbuilding near Terrapin 

eek Road were part of a working t~ann ~tead a late a 1938 (i t i~ vi~ible 
n an a r·ial pl1otograph taken as part oi:- the ational Aerial Photography 

Program ir1 eb. 193 . Thi. 86 I /2 acre far1r15tead pieced together after 
I f·ron1 eparate . mailer parcel • including the for1ner Entler far1n, 
\\' a l o ned b}' George F. Turne1· fro111 1887 to 1909 William J Foutz 
f'rom 19()9 to 1936, briefly by Jeffer. on ecurity Bank in 1936 Erne t 
l tutz111an r·ro111 1936 to 1941, and Gi 1 bert Wright from 1941 to 1943 

l1 11 it wa purcha ed by the Hendrix fa1nily. A road now o ergrown in 
th od~ wa t'ir t hown on a county map publi hed in the 1920 and i 
\~ till i,~ ibl i11 a 193 aerial photo. According to Charle Han hew of 

artin burg, , the ~ teep terminu of the road down to the river 
b ttom a built b hi . famil in the mid- I 930 . His family pitched two 
Ia,·ge tent. con1pl te with carpeting on ~~Foutz , Bottom' during the 

u111m .~ 1nonth fo r r reation and toe "' Cape the heat in Martin burg. The 
r ad 1nay al ~ o ha e been u. ed for acce~ to a co1nmercial fi . hing 
operation (cc1ll d ~r·i~hpot~'') on hepherd I .. land and around Terrapin 

ck, run b the Len1 11 f a1nily frorn the 1890. to the 1930 , and ga e 
ace .. to a recreational cabin built by Erne~t and Leone tutz1nan (ca 
I 7 during th ir 0\\1ner 'hip - the cabin' old chimney can till be een 
do\vn th hill r1orth of~ the cornmons building. Er11e. t wa a longtime 

p1~of s .. or at hepherd allege in hepherd town~ and tini~hed hi career 
a~ a r · earch r at Ll eteran dn1ini tration Ho pital. The house on thi . 
farn1 l ad n ar T rrapin ck Road, occupied b) German native onrad 

r v.1 arid hi fa111il in the I 50 .. . vla tom do n in the late 1960. after 
it b ca111 an ,1ttracti,1 nui an e to local outh . ingle 111a)l barn i 
till ta11dir1g a111011g th old foundation. and debr·i\ in the wood . 

f\r l1a o1 gi al ork ha do u1nentcd th remain ot' huinan culture .. 
that utili zed thi pr p rt)' on the Poto1na River going back 111ore tl1an 

0 0 0 1 ear - l h 1· i \' r terr a c e i n pa rt i cu I a r has 11 um er o u .. a rt i fact s 
inc lttdi 11 c p t l1erd , hearth "ton -- ~ projectil point and Ii thic catter . 

l1 1n r ._ 70 )' ar of ccupatior1 b a uropean culture pale in 
' 111parii.~ n. Fr 111 a vi ual i. tandpoint, the lo k of th o,1erall land. cape 
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today probably has not changed dramatically from the time of the first 
European settlement. The scattered trees, patches of forest, and open 
meadows seen today would not seem unfamiliar to Poulson Mounts and 
Jones. Nearly all of the trees around the campus and lodges have grown 
since the 1940s. The Swearingens would also not feel out of place with 
the farming operations here during the 20th century. Cattle, horses, 
sheep, hogs, com, wheat, and hay were laboriously brought here in the 
1730 and 1740s and have persisted to nearly the present day. The 
activitie on a l 760s-era plantation that featured a relatively wealthy, 
public-spirited landowner supervising the farming operation in the 
European feudal tradition, with the labor supplied by others - slaves in 
this case - eking out a largely subsistence lifestyle on the land can still be 
seen in some lesser degree with the small tenant fa1·1ning operations of the 
1930s on RiverView Farm, with a tenant supplying labor in return for a 
house, garden patch, facilities for a few cattle and chickens, and a profit­
sharing agreement with the owner. The main difference being of course, 
the ability of the laborer to choose his habitation, landlord, and 
subsistence lifestyle. 

Floristically speaking, the biggest changes on the landscape can be 
seen in the composition of the herbaceous plants in the meadows, fence 
rows and forest floor. Non-native European annuals are now a prominent 
part of the NCTC plant list~ the native plants are still on the property, but 
many have been crowded to the edges, hollows and slopes that could not 
be reached by plow and hungry grazing animals. The first efforts at 
conservation in the I 930 , some of which are now seen as undesirable 
and wrong-headed, have also left their effects on the landscape. Consider 
Japanese honeysuckle, once used to control erosion but now draping and 
choking forest edges, and the impenetrable thickets of multiflora rose, 
once touted as a way to provide wildlife habitat along fencerows, now 
making a walk through the woods a more sensory experience than one 
might have bargained for. 

I would like to end this history with the thought that even hundreds of 
years after spending time on a landscape, your story can still be told­
because the evidence persists (though motivations are harder to fathom 
after a number of years). We have within each of us the ability to leave a 
legacy of thoughtful decisions, care and appreciation of the land that 
surrounds and sustains us. May we trive to ensure that our conservation 
efforts are rewarded with future writers who can find positive things to 
say about us. 
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nco er kull, Bones of Revolutionary War Hero 

!Vell.~·IJL11·g. \-\1\I - f~eb 17, Work111an worki11g under Contr,1ctor 
8.0. res,1p~ engaged in [<!?'?elling] of p1-operty near the Ja111e. 
P,1t1ll e .. t,1te 011 Ple~1 ,1nt \1e tl1i. rnoming u11co ered a keleton 
Li nd bone~ b lie\ ed to be that of Captain Van wearingen who 
"er\1ed under Wa ·hington in the Revolutionary War and wa. later 
~11e1·i1·1· oJ~ Wa. hi11gtc)11 otinty, PA. Local hi~torian. claim that 

,in ~ ,1ringen had acquir·ed the property from the Indian in 
tr,1de for a ritle. It i known that the Van wearingen fa1nily had 
u d the p1~operl)' a a burial plot. The bones will be turned over 
to \Orne lo al hi~torical ~ociety'I the co11tractor aid. 

l teL1l;e11, if le He,-c,ld ta,--, 17 Feb. 1942. 
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r:: . . ;\ler. l 8 lcr· Ht tor)' <>f Martin')burg a11d Berkele) aunty. We t Virgi11ia. Copy 
i11 1~lrti11 ·burg Pl1bl1c L1br~tr)' . 

r11eri a11 l·lt lorical ~<.1ciet)' . 1923. Tl1e l-I1 lt1()' of \\., e~t 1rgin1a. Old a11d e\\t. Chicago 
a11d C\\' r ork. ol . II. pl 87. 

13crkel ~) ('<>unty \\' ill Book 4. page 434. Will of Thon1a~ wear1ngen. 1811. 
< ()le : rlllJ. L dct;d and \\1ill boc.)k ,ire referenced i11 the text. BC= Berkeley Cc.)unt}. JC = 

Jeffer,<)11 0L1nl)1 • F = Fre(ier1ck ("ount .. V.. = V./d h1ngton ou11ty. WB= Will Book. 
1)13= l)~cd Bot>k. 

\Velclc111 8<)011e. 196-. Hi ll)f)' of Bota11y i11 \\'c,l 
\ V. 

. 
1rgInIa. 1c lai r1 Printing o. Par,on . 

J >l1r1 13rar111t)ll. ~J . ffi ic1l Letlt:r\ <>f the 1ilitary , "J, a1 Officer, of the l 111ted L,ttc 

I t1rir1u tl1 \\ ar \\' itl1 1reat Br1ta111 in th~ ) ' c ~1r, I 12. 13. 14 & I 5 With orne Additional 
l ... cttcr'" ~111d [)o u111cr1t E)ut;id~1ting tl1e H1,tor)' oJ tl1a1 Peri<>d (W tt,hington : 1823 ). pp.461 -
46 . . 
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t ~1 o u n c i 1 he I d at the a pit a I the I 7 th day of Ju 11 e , I 7 3 0. Pre en t : The 
0 \ 1er11or. 

Robert arter 
James Blair 

n1. B1rd 
John Robin on 
J ol1n urti . E~qrs. 

John Carter 
Rd. Fitzwilliam 
John Gryn1e 
Wm. Dandridge 

~ c,1cral petition'> being tl1i~ da) off'ered to the Board for leave to take up land on 
the Ri, r he ran do 011 the orth-\-'/e~t ~ide of the Great Mountai11~, Robert arter, 

qr... g nt for the Proprietor of· the orthern eek 1noved that it might be 
entered that he on behalf of the a1d Proprietor~ cl,1imed the land on the . aid Ri er 
'her,1nd a\ belonging t the ~d. Proprietors & with the limit.: of the Grants it 

belonged sole to the Proprietor, to grant the sd. land wch moven at hi5 reque t i. 

entered itnd then the Bo(lrd proceeded to the hearing of the sd. Petitio11s. 

On rc,1ding at thi s Bo,1rd tl1e Petition of John Yan Metre \etting forth thtlt he i\ 
dt:,1rot1 tc tak.c up a Tract of' lar1d in the olony n the We t 1de of the Great 
1ou11l,1in, fc)r the et t lcn1er1t of l1in1\elf Ele\ en children & a] o that di, ers of 

l1i .. ~ Rcl ,1 li o11: friend, li,1ing in the Go\err1n1ent of ew York are al ode irou. to 
1110\1e \\1itl1 tl1eir f 'a 111i lies , ffect .._· to ettle in the a 111e place if a ufficient 
Qt1antit)' ot' a11d 111,l)' be a ,1gned then1 for th ,1t purpo\e prayi11g that ten 
tl1ousa11d acre of la11d l)1 ir1g i11 tl1e f'ork~ of· herando Ri\ er i11cluding the place 
,tiled b .. ' tl1c 11,1111c, of edar Lick and t<)tl)' Lick. and running LIP bet~een tl1e 

br,111chc, of the ,d. Ri\1er to co1nplete that qt1antit & l\l. e 11ty thou~and acre~ not 
,1lre,1d)1 t,1kcn t1p b)' R<)bert arter - ,tr1n Page.. ~qr ... or an other. - lying i11 the 
fl rk bct\\'t:cr1 the '-.J . R1,,er t1er,1nd<> and the Ri,1er Cohongaroola & extending 
tl1e11t' l to Opecko11 , UJ) tt1e <)t1th Branch thereof n1a)' be a~ ig11ed f'or the 
I l ah1t:.1tio11 of l1i111,c)f hi fa111il)1 r frie11d, The Go\1emor with the ad\1i~ e of the 

t111(·il i: JJlca cd to gi\1e le,1,re to the d. Jol1n an111etcr to take up the ,d. tir~t 
111t:11tio11ed tra ·t (Ji-.. tc11 tl10L1'-tc1nd acre, t'or the ettle111ent of hi111')elf ar1d hi · farnil)' . 

11d that a~ t1()11 ,1 . the Petitioner ,h~lll bring 011 the la,t mentioned tract 20 
1~1111iliL, t i11l1r1bit 011 th,1t tl1i~ Bc)ard i Jt1,tie<l . o 111an)' are to rcmc)\'e thitl1cr 
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Leave be & it is hereby granted him for surveying the la t mentioned Tract of 

twenty thousand acres within the limits above described in o many Several 

Dividens as the petr. & his d. partners shall think fit. And it is further ordered 

that no person be permitted to enter for or take up any part of the afsd. Land in 

the meantime provided that the sd. Vanmeter & his family & the twenty other 

families of his Relation and friend do settle thereon within the pace of two 

year according to his propo al. 

Isaac Vanmeter of the Province of West Jer ey having by his petition to this 
Board set forth that he & Divers other German Fa1nilies are desirous to ettle 
themselves on the West side of the Great Mountains in this Colony he the 
Petitioner has been to view the lands in those part & has di covered a place 
where further uch Settlement may Conveniently be made & not yet taken up or 
posses ed by any of the engli h Inhabitant & praying that ten thousand acre of 
Land lying between the Land surveyed for Robert Carter, E qr. the fork of 
Sherundo River & the River Opeckon in as many several Tracts or Dividends as 
shall be nece sary for the Accomodation and settlement of ten familie (including 
his own), which he propo es to bring to the sd. Land. The Governor with the 
advise of the Council i pleas' d to order a it is hereby Ordered that the sd. Isaac 
Vanmeter for himself and his Partners have leave to take up the sd. Quantity of 
ten thousand acre of Land within the limit above described & that if he bring 
the above Number of Families to dwell there within two yeares Patent be granted 
him & them for the ame in uch everal Tracts & Dividends a they hall think 
fit & in the Mean time that the ame shall be reserv'd free from the entry of any 
other p' son. 

Journal of the Governor and Council ( 1721-1734), p. 364. Richmond VA. 

Note - .spellir1g has been standardized. 

WE CAN GET A GLIMPSE OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR ERA 
FARMING PRACTICES IN BERKELEY COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

FROM THE DIARY OF A THOMAS CRESWELL: 

April 13th, 1777 ...... 1 have been brought up to no trade therefore have no 
prospect of recruiting my fortune by merchandizing ..... 

I am well convinced that I could have lived much better and made more money, 
a a Farmer in thi country, with five hundred pound, than I can in England with 
two thousand. Agriculture i in uch an infant state and the value of land so low 
that anyone with the lea t spark of industry might make what money they plea e. 
As a proof of it I will here ubjoin a plan I formed to myself in the Spring of 
1775, a time were then. 



<J t111 l ,, H i. tori ~1 I 
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( l'lel)' 

• 

11 e\t1111atc o1' the co')t ,111d profit of ar1 state containir1g 500 acre\ ~uppo\1ng it 
l"- 1r1 l◄ re<.lerick or Bcrk.ly ()Lint in irgi11ia 

O\l 

'"f () tilt: pt1rcl1a\e of· 500 ,1crc~ ot" lc111d Cm 40s per 
To 3() Breeding are~ £30 

To or1e '" tal lio11 i r11r)orted 
Tc) 20 l0\\1

~ a11d IO Oxe11 a £4 
To _() t\\10-1ear-old attle 3()/-
To 3() v.e~ and 20 Wethers@ 12/6 
To 5 /fen er\1ant a11d 2 0111en (a) £20/-
To 2() Hog"- at IO<../-

To Pot1 I tr)' 
l "o lotl1ing 5 Men a11d 2 W 0111e11 @ 50/- ea. 

~ 

To I \V ,iggon 

To 2 art 
To 4 Plot1gh'-> a 30/­
T O 2 H ,llT() ~ (a• 4()/-

T o C<:1r for aggo11"~ art~~ Plough and other nece ~ary 
i n1plen1e nt \ of ht1sb~1ndry 

f\nnt1,1l quit rent of 500 acre\ (a 2/6 per I 00 acre 
To tithable @ I()..._/- per tithable 

Yir. Currency 
£ 

1000 
900 
100 
120 
30 
30 

140 
1 () 

2 
17: 
20 
20 

6 
4 

30 
12: 

4 

£2434: 

• 

10: 

6 

Profits of ,111 E~tate of~ 500 acre\ 1n Frederick or Berkly Count)'~ Virginia. 

Profit 

B)' 2() )'Car-old olt" ~1t £10 
B)' tht: \t:a"~ o11 of· 5(} 1are\ cxclu i\e of 111y o,vn @ £4 
B )' 1 0 Fat O ·en <) tJ t of 111 y o \ll n . t ()Ck ,1 t £ l 0 
B}' _o .. l1ee1J fed 011 tt1r11ip ,111d '->t1ld 111 \pri11g 
By l O Oxe11 purcl1a cd in tl1e 1~,111 fed on Ttimtp\ ,1nd sold 

in the spring ,t1pp<) 111g eacl1 of tt1en1 to clear £3 
B) pr(1<lt1 ~c of"' . 0 c1cre~ of\\ heat at l __ bu "l1el to tl1e acre 

c)ld @ 216 
B \ 1 0 I b Or \\IO O I at I / 6 -

Excl1 --111ge ,it 2.5 pe1 ·ent. the tcrling co -- c i £ 
terli11g profit £ 

Yir. Curre11cy 
£ . 

200 
200 
100 
20 

30 

45 
l l : 

606: 
1947 
--l-85: 

5: 
5: 
6 

d. 

0 

6 

d 

0 
0 

?? --

1" ht:: a I u I ~• t i on i L 111 ,1 d c ,,, i t h ,l n1 r I e ~• 11 o, a n c c o n t 11 e C o t . £1 n d ,1 v c r )' 
111odt:r,1te 011e cJn tl1e Protit "' . On tl1e o t" in p,1rt1cular fro1n 1~tre: of£ 0 \1alue 
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and the Horse imported, they very often sell at 2 year old for £30, and sometimes 
more if they are likely for the Course. The Cost of the land is not very high. The 
be t land, in such large tracts, seldom averages more than 35 s/- per acre, tho' 
perhaps one third of it is cleared from woods. All taxes are included under the 
article Tithable, Church, Poor and Road, &c. Except the Quit Rents, which are 
paid to Lord Fairfax as the Proprietor of the Northern Neck of Virginia. The 
value of manure is not known here. If it is, they are too lazy to make use of it. 
Their method is to clear a piece of land from the wood , generally put it in wheat 
the first year, Indian corn the next, and so alternately for six or seven years 
together. By that time the strength of the land is gone and they say it is worn out, 
throw it out to the Woods again, and et about clearing another piece. In a few 
years it will recover it fertility sufficient to bring Indian com, which is of great 
use amongst them, both for their negros, horses and all sorts of cattle. It makes 
very indifferent bread and I look upon it as a trouble ome and expensive thing to 
cultivate. It is planted in hills, about 1600 of them in an acre, in the month of 
April ploughed or rather hoed every fortnight till the month of Augu t. By that 
time it is fixed in the ear, they take no further pains with it till November, when 
they pluck the blades of the stalk for fodder for the cattle in Winter. The ear 
remains on the talk till near Chri tmas to harden and dry. Indeed, it would keep 
there all winter without taking the least damage. The plant grows from 4 feet to 
12 feet high and produces from 12 to 30 Bushels to the acre according to the 
richne s of the land and the attendance. They seldom plant more than two grains 
in one hill, if any extra ones shoot from the roots of these they are broken off 
before the ear is for1ned. Sometime they sow wheat amongst the com and get a 
crop extraordinary. Wheat is sown in the month of September, they are obliged to 
sow it early or the severe frosts in winter would kill it. Generally a bushel to the 
acre. Rye, Barley, Oat , Peas, Beans, Hemp and Flax grows very well here, and 
would produce excellent crops if they would take considerable pain in tilling the 
land and making it fit to receive the seed. It is really astonishing that it produces 
any thi11g but weed , a they seldom plough more than two inches deep and leave 
one third of the land undisturbed. I have seen Hemp 14 feet high. I am not a 
judge of this article, but I have been told by the people that are it is equal in 
goodness to the Riga Hemp. It is a pity the cultivation of thi useful plant i not 
more encouraged in this part of the world. It would be the mean of saving large 
sums we pay to Russians annually for this article, among ourselves. 

In short, the land will produce anything if only they will be at pains to cultivate. 
I do not know any reason why crops of wheat might not be produced here, equal 
in quantity and quality to the general crops in England if the people would take 
the same method. I have seen Wheat weighed 60 and 63 pounds per bushel very 
frequently. The cultivation of thi article is not altogether profitable, because the 
market is precariou . When Ru sia, Poland and Germany are at Peace, Grain can 
be purchased cheaper there than in America. Consequently they must undersell 
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tl1c rneric,1r1s at the p,1nish. Portugal and Mediterranean market~. The We~ t 
Ind it.:" are the 011ly certain n1arket~ they ha e and in a Country where almo t all 
arc ,lrn1tr •. the price n1u t be low and very little demand, it' there wa no 
(;; 4 portatit)Il. But Beef. Pork. and Hor~e\ will alway~ bear a good price while we 
l1a\'C a trade with - e t India r~Iar1d~ and the rai~ing of these thing · are not 
attended \\1itl1 ,111 great e pcn~e. In the back part of the country there i, no 
bol111d\ to their outlet. When there i a plentif'uJ Ma t (what tl1ey call Ma t are 
acorn . ~ 'alnt1t. , hestnt1t~~ and all wild fruit .. ) the Hog will get fat in the wood 
\'lith little. or 110 corn. Great quantitie~ are killed a L_~oon a they are taken out of 
tl1e \\ood,. ailed, barrelled and ~ent to the We. t Indie . ell from 12 to 27 
~ l1illing\ urrcncy per l1undred. 
rr•t1e bacc.)11 ct1red here i not to be equalled in any part of the world, their ham in 
p,1rl1ct1lt1r. They fir\t rub them over wi th brown ugar and let them lie all night. 

t11~ extr,1ct, the w,1tery particle~. They let them lie in alt for l O day or a 
fort11igl1t. oine rub tl1e111 witl1 hickory a. he~ instead of altpetre. it make them 
red a\ the \altpetre a11d gi, e\ them a plea ant ta ·te. Then they are hung up in the 
,111clkc hou,c ar1d a ~lo\\: 1nok1• t·ire kept under them for three or 1 .. our week 
11cJLhi11g but l11ckory \VOOd is burnt in these moke-hou .. e . Thi. give. them an 
agreeable f'la,1our~ far pret·erable to We tphalia Ham .. .. not only that, but it 
pre\ e11t\ tl1cm 1 .. rc)n1 going ra11cid and wil I pre. erve them for everal year~ by 
giving them ,1 t·re~h ,111okir1g now and then. Beef cured in thi manner is but very 
i11dit·1·ercnt eating. l11deed the Beef in th1~ country i not equal to the goodne. to 
the ngl1"l1. 1t 111 ,1y be a fat .. but 11ot \O juicy. I think it i time to go to bed. 

111 Ollper 1953 p. 577-579 

LETTER FRO 1 THEW R OFFICE TO 
OLO L WEARI GE 

Ricl1111<J11c/, SeJJ 211cl, 1781 
s·, ,·. 

T/1 11·1·i,,l1l of c1 f 1·e11c·l1 fleet of 28 l1i/J.\' <Jf t/1e l111e & . .-;i.,r fi·if!,ate.s, 11i ifl1 .. 1000 
1,·rJrJfJ ,. cir 1/1i.~ t ' 1·i1icc1/ JJe1·i(Jlf. 11111 ·t .1ii)e t/1e l1igl1e. 1 \c1tisjc1c·titJ11 ro e\1e, ... , 11zc111 

i11te1·£> ·1£1<1 i11 1/1e l1,1JJ/Ji11e.\·, rJ..f /1is crJ1111t1). v'i(?tJ1·011J' e . .,,:e,·tio11.\ rJ11 oi,,· JJa1·t ,,·ill 
11 "111·e ro 11 • t/1 ' crJ11qt1e.~·1 fJj 1/1 B1·i1i . .\'l1 A1·1,1.\. Tl1e1·e i ..... 11(Jt, I /1rJ/Je. {l 111c111 i,1 

\1i,· 1 i11it1 i, l1l i,,i/l 11rJJ .\·te/J fo1·1!1 trJ i111JJ1·0\ 1e 1l1iJ" fc1l'<J1·c,b/c rJfJfJ<J1·tL111it) of 1·e/ie\1i1zg 

/1is 01111t1:,1 J,·0111 tilt' lli~vt,·e '~~e.\' <if {111 i11\ t1tli11g c11·111_). 011 ) '<Jll, .. ~i,·, I cc1/I ll t/1e 

/1 {tll of 1/1e 111ili1i(1 <J..f _,1<J111· 01111/.)' tcJ s·e11cl i11t<J 1/1e fie/cl e, e1y1 111c111 i1 ·l10 ·c111 /Je 

fi1r11i !1etl ,, i1l1 <1 1 1111 rJf c111_) ., .. 01·1. £ .,\./JetlititJ11 i~\· 1/1e life l>j till 111ilitc11J O/Je1·c11irJ11s. 

l ...i t' t it be 1·e111 111I; 1·t~cl 1l1at 1J1 cle.s11·11crirJ11 tJJ B1,1·go_, ,,1e ·.) c,1·111_, , \i,c1s· i,1 c, g1·el1t 
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measure affected by the manly behavior of the northern militia, and Virginia has 
110w a most glorious oppo,·tunity of signallizing herself A number of horses, 
sadles, a11d bridles 'tvill be wanted. Some of the best sort for the General and field 
o_ffice,·s; other·s of an i11ferior sort Jo,· the artillery, and to mount JOO dragoons 
which the Count de Graffe has bro 't with him. As the services of these horses will 
be required onl)' for a short time, I expect that Gentlemen will lend them most 
chee,fully, after liaving them appraised in specie for fear of losses. 

I would beg your attention to another object of much importance. For so large 

an army large sitpplies of provisions and liquors will be necessary. I wish you to 
press the commissioner of your County to procure flour, spirits, and cattle, to be 
brought to some particular place in the Coitnty, ready to be delivered to the order 
of the Comn1issary General; but particularly flour and spirits. I hope every 
person who has wl1eat will prepare part of it immediately for the mills. Wagons 
are also exceptionally wanted, endeavor to procure as many as possible of them 
on hi,·e at ten shillings a day & depreciation. I could wish them to be loaded with 
liquor·s for the use of the army. It is not in my power to ascertain the depreciation 
that will be allowed for the specie prices at wl1ich the different supplies will be 
valued, but the Assembly will doubtless act with generosity on this occasion. 

I am, with much respect, etc. 
Tl1os. Nelson 

Since writing the above I have received intelligence from the northward that 
requires vel}' large supplies of Provisions, Forage, Liquors & Waggons to be 
placed on the route from Alexandria to Fred,·icksbu,-g. Not a moment is to be lost 

in the executiori of this business. 

T. Nelson 

(published in Dandridge 1910) 

TERRAPIN NECK FARM IMPROVEMENTS - SURVEYOR 
JONA THAN CLARK'S NOTEBOOK - 1786 

Listed below are far1n improve,nents on Terrapin Neck land involved with the 
Browning c"'laim. Compare these houses with Van Swearinge11 's large stone ho,ne 
with fireplaces in each room and various architectural embellishments, bitilt back 
i,z 1759. Note that ''cat and cla1,'' refers to sticks and mud. 

Col. Van Swearingen: 3 cabins, 60 acres fir t rate high land [he had about 183 
acre that overlapped the Browning claim at this time; 
most of his property, including his home, was out ide 
thi urvey] 
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2() acre, ti rst rate l1igh l(111d 

11,llf wor11 log d'Arell111g hou. e 25 b)1 20 w1tl1 an out~1de 
\ t <) n e chi m 11 e y : ,1 log barn ~ o rt h 0-0-0: o Id ro u n d Io g 
kitchen 2() bj 16 ~ 1th 1n~ide cat & clay cl1in1ney rot1nd log 
corn ht)LI~e 16 by· 8 covered b)1 clap board .. 3 year5 built 
6() acre~ fir,t r,1tc high land 
160 apple tree~ 

rn o 1 e d ca 1 f - \ C) 11 : o Id Io g cab 1 n l 6 by 1 2 

George Ider .. te11a11t : rour1d log cabin 20 by 16 with a tloor above and below~ 
\'er old rou11d log barn 44 by 20 covered with clap 
bo,1rd\. no door~ and \\Orth \'ery little 

Peter Pal111er: 

( t e r1 ,1 n t o t' ~ ~ I 11 d 1 an .. ' 

~t11 . \ e,Lr111gen) 

Bc11j,1111i n B0)1d ' ton: 

45 acre" fir~t rate high land 

old rou11d log dwelling hou e 20 by 16 C0\1ered with clap 
boc1rd with out ide cat and clay chin1ney; 
old round log kitchen 16 by 12 covered with clapboard 
\\ ith out ide cc.it and clay chimney; 
new rot1nd log barn 60 by 20 covered with clap board. ~ no 

floor or door 
36 acre~ fir\t r,1tc high land 

I;,...' 

70 ,1pple tree, 

one i11d1 ff'erent cab1 n 
3() acre, bottom lar1d 
40 acre. tir,t rate 111 gh land '-

rot111d log cabin 26 by 20 \\ ith in~ide c,1t & cl,1y chi111ne.,: 
_ rot1r1d log per1" I 6 foot each Vv 1th 14 foot floor between 
tl1cr11. tl1e rafter\ rat\ed but no co er: 

20 acre, fir ' t rate l1igh land 
10() ,1pplc tree, plar1ted 5 ) ear\ 

11 e ca I pc J 1 o g d \\' e 11 i 11 g ho LI" e 2 0 b )' I ~ pl a r1 k e d w i th 
t\,10 floor, plank partition 
o 11 e r o ti n d l o u 1' 1 t c 11 en 2 0 b 1 1 Vl i t h . to n e c h i m n e 
bt t\\ ~en lhe t ,vo hou C\. C)11e fireplace to the kitcher1 & t'A' O 

to the d,1.1ell1ng hou e: 

011e fran1ed d\ clli11g hou e 26 by 2() \Vith three rc1(11n" .. 

pl'"t tered be)O\\' and unl'ini l1ed abO\'C. \ ith one dc)t1ble 
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and one single outside chimney; 
stone cellar 20 by 14, and a portico the length of the house 
5 feet wide, house built 20 years; 
old round log kitchen 26 by 18 covered with clap boards, 
with cat & clay outside chimney; 
one very old round log out house 20 by 14 covered with 
clap boards; 
one round log barn 66 by 22 finished, built 16 years; 
110 acres first rate high land, 200 apple trees 

In P.S Joyner, Northern Neck Warrants and Surveys, Vol IV. 
Original in Clark-Hite Papers, Filson Club, Louisville, Ky 

WILL OF COL. VAN SWEARINGEN 
BERKELEY COUNTY WILL BOOK 1, P. 489 

In the Name of God Amen I Van Swearingen of the County of Berkeley in the 
State of Virginia being of Sound mind and memory do make and ordain this my 
last Will and Te tament in manner and for following that is to say I give and 
bequeath unto my living wife Priscilla Swearingen the three following slaves to 
wit James, Clem and a woman named Grace to the said Priscilla her heirs and 
assigns forever. I also give to my said wife my two gray mares which were 
usually called hers also the Gray work horse being the one which i the Brother to 
the aforesaid mare to her, her heir and assigns forever; also give and bequeath to 
my Said wife Priscilla Swearingen one fifth part in portion of all my lands or Real 
Estate co1nprehending the houses and other buildings wherein I now Dwell which 
she is to have, po sess and enjoy during her natural life. I also give and bequeath 
to my said wife Priscilla one fifth part of the remainder of my slave also one fifth 
part of all my stock also one fifth part of all my Personal Estate of what ever 
nature or kind forever to her heirs and assigns forever. Item I give and bequeath 
unto Peggy Swearingen being the daughter of the above named Priscilla four 
hundred Acres of Land Situate on Big Sandy Creek a branch of the River Ohio 
and is a part of the Land formerly Surveyed for the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia Regiment to her, her heir and assigns forever yet Nevertheles that in 
Case of the Death of the Said Peggy before She arrives to Lawful age, or having 
no Issue to inherit in that Case my Will i that the above described four hundred 
acres of land Shall then Revert to my Sons and Daughter herein after mentioned 
to be equally Divided between them, their and each of their heirs and assigns 
forever. Item I al o give and bequeath to the before named Peggy Swearingen 
one Sorrel mare and Colt being the mare Generally Called hers to her heirs and 
assigns forever. Item I give and bequeath unto my two Sons Jo iah Swearingen 



J ffersor1 o t1nt )' 1-listorical • 
OCIC[ .. 69 

,111(1 Hezekial1 \\1caringe11 al o untcl m)' two Daughter~ Lurannah Ben11ett the wife 
or \\' il)i,1n1 Ber111ett [111d t111to DrL1 ·cilia Rutherford the Wife oi .. Thon1a~ Rutherf·ord 
u 11 111 I [111 d s or Re a I \ ta te w h I ch ha\ no L been a I ready Div i ~e d in man 11 er of 
\\1l1icl1 to be Dtil)' Di,1ided betwee11 the1n and each of' thern my afore~aid Son~ and 
l ,1t1ghter \J l11cl1 I gi, e to tl1e111 and each of the1n Re~pectively to their and each 
<Jf tl1e1r Heirs and cl\\tg11" f .. ore\ er. Ite111 I also give and bequeath unto my two 

011, ,1l so u11to 111 af ore\aid TVvo Daughter .. the Re\ier ion of the one t1f'th part of 
rll)' Lands <>r Rea] E~tate being Di\ 1~ed to Pr·i",cilla my Wife in manner af'ore aid 
to be eqt1,1II di\1idcd an1ong\t the1n nl)' afore. aid on and Daughter after the 
Dec c1\e of 1n aid \\1i1~e to them Re pecti ely their and each of their Respective 
heirs a11d ,l\\igns fore er. Iten1 I do al)o gi\ e and De,1i~ e unto my two .. on 
J Jsial1 a11d He,e~iah al~<) ur1to 111y afore~aid Two Dat1ghters Lurannah and 
Dru\tilla all the Re111ainder of n1y la\1 ~ being not already Devi~ed in manne1· 
,1forc\,1i<l and ,11 .. o all my per~onal E tate or Property not already Devi ·ed in 
n1anncr aforc\aid of· e\1ery Kind or nature whatsoever to be equally Divided 
bet\\ ec11 1n1 aforc\atd on and Daughter~ which I give to the1n Respectively 
tl1t:ir and each of· their Re pecti e Heir\ a11d a~. ign. f'ore,1er. Item n1y Will i 
a11d I do l1ereby order my ecutorc., hereinafter named that they pay Due regard 
i11 Di\1idi11g of my afore~a1d l ... and o a to accommodate each Re pective Lot of 
D1\1ision \ itl1 a part ()f portion of· the Water meado\.\' and Water Conveniences 
,1 n d th al the 111 ea do~, now i n po\ c;, e '>'>ion & occupied by 1n y afore • aid on 
Hezeki[1h \ve~1ringen witl1 a part of the pring of Water near 1ny new Dwelling 
Hou~c , l1al I be c r11preher1ded ir1 the aid Hezekiah Lot of· Di \'i ion be it 1n uch 
I11anI1er "1~ to be least detrarnental to the other lot'> in 1naking the aid Di vision 
a11d la,tl)1 I do hereby non11nate on titute and appoint my afore aid two on 
Jo'-l1al1 v.1c,tri11gen Hezekiah wearingen and Tho1na~ Rutherford Executor~ of 
thi 111)' La .. t \\' ill and Te~tan1ent Ratifying and Confirm111g th1~ to be 1ny la t Will 
a11d ~re tan1ent "fe tir1101l)' \\ hereot· I ha, e hereunto et n1y hand and affixed my 
"eal the fiftl1 Da) of pril n110 Domo one Thou~r1nd even hundred and Eighty 
~ i <1 11 t I 7 

Van • \.\ ear111gen 

ealed ig 11ed Publi\hed ar1d Declared b) the \aid an \.\'earingen to be his la",t 
\\' i 11 <111d Test,1r11e11t i 11 pre"er1ce of 

her 
T Ruth rfc>rd h,1rle" .. \\'e,1ringcn Dri .. ~cilla Harp Tho1nas 

1ark 

od1l1l to the a11r1exed \\1ill of an \Vcarir1gen. Ite111 I gi\1e ~1nd bequeath to 
Lurar111al1 Bennet ffi)' Daughter on hu11dred 'lnd fit·t)' or1e acre ot· land 1tuated 
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on the Banks of the River Potomack Including that plantation whereon She and 
her husband William Bennett now Dwells in the County of Berkeley which 
aforesaid one hundred and fifty one acres I give to her, her Heirs and assigns 
forever, and my will is that the Said one hundred and fifty one Acres of Land 
shall not be Considered in making the Division of my other land a in my 
annexed will or her part i expressed But that the Said Lurannah Bennett Shall 
Draw and pos ess her equal part or portion therein agreeable to my Said Will in 
the same manner as tho this beque t had not been made. Item I give and 
bequeath unto my Daughter Druscilla Rutherford the wife of Thomas Rutherford 
the two Houses and two Lotts which I possess in the town of Mechlenburg or 
Shepherds Town to her, her heirs and assigns forever, which I give to her over 
and above what I have already allotted to her in my annexed Will is therefore not 
to be considered in the Division of my lands or real property but my will is that 
my Said Daughter shall Draw and possess her equal proportion therein in the 
Same Manner as tho thi bequest had not been made. In Testimony whereof I 
have hereunto Set my hand and affixed my Seal this Sixth Day of April 1788. 

Sealed Signed and published and Declared 
by the said Van Swearingen as his Codicil 
to hi will annexed in presence of 

Van Swearingen 

Joseph Swearingen Rusen Bashies [Rezin Brashears?] Frederick Davison 

At a Court held for Berkeley County the 17th day of June 1788 Thi last will and 
Testament of Van Swearingen Deceased was presented in Cot1rt by Thomas 
Rutherford one of the Executor therein named who made oath thereto according 
to Law and the Same being proved by the oaths of Charles Swearingen, Driscilla 
Harp and Thomas Swearingen and the Codicil by the oaths of Joseph Swearingen, 
Rusen Bashies and Frederick Davison Witne ses thereto and ordered to be 
Recorded and on the motion of the Said Executors who entered into Bond with 
Abr Shepherd & Joseph Swearingen in the Penalty of Two Thousand pounds 
Conditioned for his True and faithful administration of the Said E tate Certificate 
is granted him for obtaining a probate thereof in Due fo11n of Law 

Teste 
Mo Hunter Cl Court 

Note: Do= Ditto 
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In entor)' cJf the E. t(lle of Colo Vt111 \\e,1rir1gen dec~d t~1ken in pL1r. uance of an 
order t11 tl1e <)u11ty ot1rt C)f~ Berkele)' by tl1e ub criber'" they bei11g f'ir t dul)' 
~ \\1C)fl1 

J t111e 24tl1 1788 

cgro Jcrr £7() Ji111 £70 George £60 Jack £40 
f-l ,1rr11 £35 lcn1 £.50 Ralpl1 £32 Grace £64 
181-0 -0 
D,\111t;J (,1 chi ld) £6 Rache1 £50 Tom (a child) £6 

~1nc . £64 E tl1er £25 ., 
Hor,e, "C 011e orTe1 I Mare and alt £ 12 011e Iron Gray hor. e £ l 6 
De) -. c)rrell Mare v.1ith a tar and nip ( and Colt) 
Do ra) Mare and olt £IO Do old Bay Mare a11d Colt £8 
Do r,1y hor c branded \v·ith ~tirrup £6 Do old orrell Hor c 

\\' it h B late £ l 
D) Ro,111 Colt \\1ith a t<lf in the forehead 
0() Large Gr,l)' l1or\e with a blaze and I white t·oot 
0(1 Dark Jfa)' hor c olt 2 year~ old with a bla?e 
De) Ottr B,1\ Mare br,lndcd \ ith 5 dot ... 

Do IJarge bl,1ck hor,e v-. 1th wall eye 
Do L,1rge Gr,1 are 
Do ot1r1u blac"' 1are 'A1itl1 a blaze i11 the forehead 
Do Ba)' \\'Ork l1or\e £ 9 Do Gray Do Do £ 
[)o c>ld .. (>rrel I hor. e \\' itl1 hir1d feet white 
I (> old br()\~/11 Do £3 large ray 1arc flee Bitten £8 
l "'l1e large Gr<1)' \\'Ork ht)r e 

1~t,e ,1ttlc large tear\ 
7 )' oung teer~ .. ar1d 011c Bull at £2-4 each 
4 )' c'-1rl i 11 g I. leer~ ,it I / each 
. ( - )' e,1r old l le1 ff~er, ,it £ 1- l 6 t:acl1 

I Yearli11g He1 f ter I / l \Vl1ite earling Do £ l ()11e Black CO\\' £ 3 
l 1 O\\ l <)r a ell\ e~ belo11gi11g) at £3 - 5 each 
65 ._ l1t:ep ) '< u11g ar1d old at / c'"1ch 

66 Hog · ) 'Ou11u a11d old at I / eacl1 
JJJC>\\ ,,,i11glt: l ~ree. le ic~ ~ &c 111 ILIUL:(1 at 30/ 

I n,1i I 4-1 - l 8 - £6 or1t:: piece ir<)Il £ I One ice £ l -4 
Tl1e 111all "l'ool~ Belc)11hi11g to tl1e L h lp 
I Id ,,w1(12!!<>11 l1,111d ·1·e\\' J / 011t: \\1i11d 1i II £3-11 
The. lro11 __ of or1e old D -I t11t1ng Box / 1 tla. Br,1ke 4/ 

£ 240- 0 - 0 

62- 0 - 0 
89 - 0 - 0 
28- 0 - 0 
16- 0 - 0 
18- 0 - 0 

7- 0 - 0 
8- 0 - 0 

16- 0 - 0 
7- 0 - 0 
6- 0 - 0 
4- 0 - 0 

16- 0 - 0 
1- 0 - 0 

17- 0 - 0 
3- 0 - 0 

11 -0-0 
10- 0 - 0 
8- 0 - 0 

17- 12- 0 
3-12- 0 
9- 0 - 0 
4- I 8- 0 

35- 0 - 0 
26- 0 - 0 
33- 0 - 0 

9- 0 - 0 
12- 4 - 0 
I - 10-0 
4- - 0 
9-17- 0 
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8 pair of old Gears £5 5 Hoes 7 / 2 Mattocks 14/ 
6 Axes £1-4 One Chest of Drawers £4-10 two looking Glass £2 
1 Small Square table 6/ 1 Round Tea Table £1 one Small 

square Do 6/ 
1 Large folding Do with Rollers £2 One Small Do £1-4 
1 Small Stand 10/ 1 Comer Cupboard with Glass Doars £2-18 
11 Tea Spoons £ 1-13 One pair of Sugar Tong 7 / 
1 Carved Silver Sugar Dish £1-16 two queen China Dishes 5/10 
12 Do Plates 3/ 6 Deff Ditto 1/3 5 breakfast Plates I 0d 
2 Dozen China Cups & Saucers and 1 Cream pot 12/ 2 Tea 

Cannisters 1/4 
1 Old Glass Mug and two tumblers 1/3 4 Wine Glasses 2/10 
2 Tea Pots I old Coffee Pot 1/6 Sundry other articles of 

queen China 4/ 
4 Bottles 3/3 1 Coffee I Funnell 4/ 1 Desk and Book Case £6-10 
2 Flax Hackels 14/ 2 Trunks 3/6 3 Augers 2/6 Sundry old 

Iron Tools I 0/ 

6- I - 0 
7-14 -0 

1-12 -0 
3- 4 - 0 
2-18- 0 
2- 0 - 0 

2- 1 -10 
0- 5 - 1 

0-13 -4 
0- 3 -3 

0- 5 - 6 
6-17- 9 

1-10- 0 
2 Flat Irons 8/ I Feather Bed 2 Sheetz 1 Calico Counterpin I Boulster 

2 Pillows with Bases I Bedstead and Cover 8- 0 - 0 
I Ditto Feather Bed 2 Sheets one Boulster 2 Pillows with Cases I Patch 

Work Counterpin Bedstead Cord and rug 
1 Bed and under Do 2 Sheets 1 Boulster I Pillow with Case I Blanket 

Bedstead and Cord 
I Bed 2 Sheets 1 Blanket I Patchwork Counterpin 1 Boulster one pillow 

with Case with bedstead & Cord 
I Bed I Boulster & 2 Pillows ,5 1 Bed 3 Pillows £4-10 
1 Green Rug £1 - 18 13 Blankets at 10/ each £6-10 
a quantity of wool Supposed to be 98 lbs at 1/6 
I Side of upper Leather and Part of another side with 

half of a Side of Soul Leather 
1 old Chest and other Lumber as Nails &c 
2 Dozen Chair Frames at 10/ 3-0-0 about 10 pounds 

Leather 2/2 pr --
One Mattress 8/ 2 Setts of new Curtains at ,3-10 
1 Large Jug 1 Pickle Pot 7 / I half Bushel and two Riddles 9/ 
1 Small Sword £1-10 ten Split Bottom Chairs at 1/16 
9 Beehives 8/ £3-12 One large brass Kettle 60/ 
5 Pots with hooks to each 8/ £2 two dutch Oven 6/ - 12/ 

£ 

3 Pot racks 9/ £8-7 One Frying Pan 1 Shovel One Spit 1 pr fire Tongs 
& one Fluh fork 8/ 

1 Tubb 2 pails 3 bucketts & Trays 10/ 2 Hogs and 9 old Ca ks £1-6 
IO Hogsheads at 5/ £2-10 two double Barrels & 3 Single Do 12/ 

8- 0 - 0 

8- 0 - 0 

8- 0 - 0 
9- 10-0 
7- I 8-0 
7- 7 - 0 

1-10- 0 
0-14- 0 

4- I - 8 
7- 8 - 0 
0-16- 0 
2- 8 - 0 
6-12- 0 
2-12- 0 

1-15- 0 
1-16- 0 
3- 2 - 0 
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lllldr)' C>I I Ke2g" c~1,k \ &c 5/ ,lb()Ul 1 /3 Barrell Tar 6/ 
I k11i,,c, i111d 17 r·o•" ~ I 8/ 9 Pe, .. lt;r d1,l1e~ £2-18 
_ 1 I Cl J>Iates at l /8 £ 1- 12 Ditto Do at l / -12/3 Do B,1son\ 3/-9/ 
... l "i11 (J,111 • Ti11 "Lip, Spoc)11s 4/ l <)Id Copper Coffee Pc)t 

l _.,,111 t 11 ,trn &. k11 i fe Box 
I 01 11.,c{, Kettle 4/ 2 bra,\ Ca11dle\t1ck ._ I iron Do I To[t .. ter & 

~1cage knift: and Mortar & Pc,tle 8/ I Can & Jack 2/ l Stile 8 £ 
~ 

) l)ld ~ ti 11 l "t1 b, ,111d I old Kegg 5/ I We,1, er~ Loc.)m £ l - I 0 

I S111,1ll 2rir1d'--l<J11e 4/ I cht1r11 I , tr,1iner 1 Pev. ter Ba 011 & 5 Milk 
P(J( S 7 /() 

J 1\J)[Jle ~ill 18/ 4 ~f,1ble loath~ £1-4 
1 (),tir ()f G,ttc Hir1ge, l To111~1ha\\ k & old Chi ell 

4/6 I ,1l111c111 gr<1rncr 8/ 
\ e~tt , 11 .., 11111 Bcl()k. 2/6 2 L<1w Book~ 10/ a large Bible 12/ 
J lerdc, \1edit,1Lio11 1/ I Sm,111 Stole 1 0d I Cro~\ Cut aw £ 1-8 
I R 1 file Gt111 Po\,1<lcr & l1ot Bag 
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0- 11- 0 
3- 6- 0 
2-17- 0 

7/60-11-0 

8-14- 0 
1-15- 0 

0-1 l - 0 
2- 2 - 0 

0-12- 6 
1- 4 - 6 

1-1 I- 10 
3-12- 0 

l1,1rle i\1<)rrc)\\' rl 'l10111a\ Tt1r11cr Be11ja Boyd ton 
Tl10 0 dell £ I 057 - 6- I 0 

l ,1 Cot1rt t1elcl for Berke IC)' Cc)unt) the 16th day of~ Dece111ber l 788 Thi . 
l11,1e11tclry ,t11d 1\pJJra1"c111e11t ol tl1e E\tate of Yan Sweari11ge11 dec·ct wa\ retur11ed 
c, ()rdt: reel tc> he recordetl-

Te\te 
Mo Ht111ter C.8.C. 

01·igi11all.,· t1·c111.';CJ·i/J('{' IJ.)1 D<}l1 C. \·Vt>{J{/. M{11·1i,1~\·lJLIJ·g ivv i11 1978 

TY W DEED BOOK 10, P. 282 

f \ ~~1·ee111c'111 bet\\ 'ee11 1l1e fiJ1 11· t1rl1,/1 c /1ilt/1·e11 rJj. C l>l. Vc111 S1

1i1e<11·i11ge11 c111cl P1·i5cillc1. 

t I 1 i ,. fi11 I 1 e ,. • • ~'--e c· <J 11 cl , , • if e. 

Tl1is cl~ccl 111;1Jc tl11 l\\1eI1t)' ~ixtt1 da)' of Ja11t1ary i11 tl1e )Car <)f otir lord one 
tl1ut1~a11d sC\1e11 l1t111d1ed ,1r1d eiglll) 11i11e betv.1eer1 Josiah v.1earinger1~ Hezekiah 
" ,,~,1ri11gc 11 a 11d 1"'110111,1, Rutl1crford • Drt1 '"' ill,1 his \Vife & Williar11 Ber1net ,111d 

l-'t1ra1111al1 l1i s \\l ife Exe ·utor ,1nd De\ 1,ec of the l,1te ,1r1 v,1c,1ringen decea,ed. 
of tl1 011e 1)a11 ~111ci Pri ~' ill;:1 \\'c,1ri11ge11 ,1nc)ther of the De\ 1 ee\ c)f the . aid a11 

• ,,, ea r i 11 Q r1 d cc c.l , e d \V i t 11 c , , e L h th at \\' here a, do u b t h a ,, c a r i s e 11 an d 
c CJ 11 l ro ,, c.; r" e )'.. (l re Ii k e l CJ ta kc p I a c ~ re pc ct in g the \\1 i l I o t .. th c , aid Van 

\\
1cari11ger1. ,l> J ,1r ~1: relate to tht: ,a1d Pr1 cilia. it ha bc~n 111utt1all)1 agreed 

ltp )11 b., ' , bct,,ce11 tt1e .. ~1id part1e The childrc:11 , lceatee of the ~ aid Pr1 cilia. 
th,1t at" rtai11 p,111 of· tl1c e,t,tte of the satd \ l ar1 " \ earingcn :l1ould be laid off and 
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assigned to the said Priscilla in lieu of [?] full for her clauses as a devi ee a 
aforesaid, now for ca1Tying the said Agreement into full execution They the said 
Josiah Swearingen, Hezekiah Swearingen Thoma Rutherford and Drusilla his 
wife William Bennet & Lurannah his wife Do and each of these doth by these 
presents grant release and confirm unto the said Priscilla Swearingen One 
hundred and fifty acres of land being part of the tract whereon the said Van 
Swearingen lately lived to be paid off on the lower side of the home tract 
including the Tenement whereon Elizabeth Eade now lives al o including a spring 
at the river and about four acres of meadow or meadow ground and the following 
slaves to wit a negroe man called Jame a negro boy called Clem & a negro 
woman called Grace to have and to hold the said land & laves for and during her 
natural life and no longer, and they the said children & legatee do further grant 
release to the said Priscilla and her heir forever the following articles to wit Two 
large gray mares and one gray work horse, two feather beds and their furniture 
compleat two tables & one chest of drawers & cupboard and the furniture usually 
kept therein all the chairs made u e of in the mansion house the smalle t of the 
cooking glasses, one full third part of the kitchen furniture together with forty 
barrels of Indian Corn one hundred bu hels of wheat and one stack of hay in the 
meadow, And the aid Jo iah Swearingen Hezekiah Swearingen & Thoma 
Rutherford Executor of the aid Van Swearingen decea ed do by these presents 
relea e and forever acquit the said Priscilla & her heirs & [as igns?] for the sum 
of forty two pounds fifteen shillings and eleven pence which the said Pri cilla 
stand indebted to the said Executors for undry Articles purchased at the Sale of 
the said Van Swearingen estate & the said executor together with the aid 
William Bennett do hereby Covenant and agree with the said Pri cilia Swearingen 
that they will at their own joint expense & in some short convenient time finish 
the dwelling hou se of Elizabeth Eade for the use of the said Priscilla in a 
compleat manner and that they will pale in a convenient piece of ground near 
thereto for a garden & will also build and erect for the aid Priscilla in a 
convenient place near the said house a good and convenient barn, In consideration 
whereof the said Priscilla Swearingen for her elf her heirs executor & [as igns?] 
doth hereby relea e and forever Quit claime unto the aid Josiah Swearingen, 
Hezekiah Swearingen Thoma Rutherford & Drusilla his wife & William Bennet 
& Lurannah his wife and to their heirs and as igns forever all and every other part 
or part of the said Van Swearingen's e tate be the same in lands laves money 
goods or chattels to which the said Priscilla hath or could have any claim ordered 
and whatsoever by virtue of the will of the aid Van Swearingen decea ed or in 
any other manner whatsoever. In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto 
set their hand and seal • the day & year first above written. 

Sealed and Delivered in presence of Edward O William , William Brice, 
Rawleigh Morgan Josiah Swearingen, Hezekiah Swearingen, Thomas Rutherford, 
William Bennett, Priscilla P. Swearingen [her mark], Dru ilia Rutherford 
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t ,1 COlJrt l1eld f.()r Bcrk~ley ot111t)' tl1e ( ) day of February l 789 tht\ inde11ture, 
,,,a.· ()fO\ etl by tl1c <)~ttl1s oi~ Eel\\ arcl O Williarn. and Willi c1 111 Brice wit11c~ . e~ 
tl1ereto ,111d ordered to [ '? I J'urtl1er proof a11d a court held t·or the . aid cou11ty the 
I 5 t 11 d ,t )' cl f 1 <l ) ' I 7 9 2 Th i . i 11 de n t ti re w ,1 f LI rt her pro\' c d by the oath of 
({ l\\ lc1g l1 c>rg,111 ,111other \\1 itne\\ tl1crcto and ordered to be recorded. 

Te \lt.; 1 o H ti 11 tcr 

LE TATE OF VA SWEARINGE 
(1778 - 1838) 

lie ,i1c1 .~· 1l1e '"~ 1·c111tl .\·(J11 <Jj ( rJ I. V(111 s· i1 ·ec1,·i,1(?e11. JJrobc1IJ/-' bttilt tl1e /10L1.se c111cl 

_{(11·111. ·1ec1cl 1/1c11 /Jec·<1111 e k11<J\1 '11 cr.s· Ri,·e,·Viei~' Fc11·111. tl1oug/1 it is· t111k11cJit•11 if l1e 

t1ct11c1ll.)' li1 1etl 1l1e1·e. /11,1e11t(J1:, , lt c1.,· t{1ke11 i,1 ,\'fJ1·i11g (J[ 1838. T/1e cf?1·cJll/Jlfll? of ite1r1.~ 

i11 1l1e li.,·1 -- ee ,11 .) l<J i11{!ic·c1te t/1c11 IJe/rJ11gi11R ,\ i11 3 l10111e .s c111cl cit leaL\· t ti1 '0 

Ja ,·111~\·1ec1(/.,· ,, e,·c~ i,1, )e11tc,1·i etl. tl1e fi1·.\/ tlt'(J l1<Jll\,e} l1c1, ,i,1g i'e t·)' 111ocle.st fi,1·11i .. )l1i11g .. ~. 

Tl,i .. ,,. c·o1·1·elc11e .\· ,,1e/l 11 ' it/1 1/1e JJ1·cJJJe1·t_)' 1·eco1·cl.s c111cl /1i~ i,;i/1. i, ·/1ic·/1 1ne11tio11s 4 

/1(Jlt .. ,·e .\·. 011(' <JJ t /1 e /1 rJJ 11 e .\ , 1 Cl .\' l1 i.\· fl1 t /1 e ,. He z. e kill /1 '.\· I oc·c, t eel i, ·/1 e ,·e t /1 e JJ re.~e r1 t 

/J()lle J)1·t1k(.1 jc,1·111 i.~· [()(/{I\'. ,,,/1i< ·l1 V{l/1 Clll{I /1i\ jc1111il_,1 nlll_)' /1(/\ 'e li\'ecl i11 a .s· i,,ell. 
T,1 o r,1/1(' 1· l1<J111c~.,-, \\ it/1 rJ11l) 1/1ei1· j{J1111clc1ti(>11 s· 1·<' 111c1i11i1zR. c11·e /r;c·c1tecl cit JJ1·e.\e11t­

tlc1., 1 "1' 11et11· 1!1<~ i1·t1tc'1· 1,·e(1t111e 111 /J!c1111: cit lec,.\·t rJ11e cJJ t/1e~e 1,1 ·c1.\· li1'.ef.,, a slll\'e 

t111c11·1<! 1·.~. 1·1,e /rJc·r1ti<J11 c)j 1/1 e {<J111·rl1 /1cJ111 e i.\· c·o11;ec·ti,1·c1!. /J11t 111ct."' be ,·e/c1tecl to t/1e 

fo1111tl(1tio11 11t' c11· 1l1e \/J1·i11g (J11 tl1e lt '(" ')fe1 1 11 /Jo1111(/c11:, · (Jj 1/1e CTC JJJA0JJert)· ll11cl 
,,,c,.,, c1/._, .. o l1<l\'t) /Jee11 11.\ecl c1.\ \eJ-\'(1111 ·.s C/lt{11·1e1·.\·. 

cl bl,JL'k 111,ln 11~1111ed l-lu111pl1rc)' ,1ged 60 1car~ 
a e6r<.> 111flll L·~1llcd R~1 lpl1 ,uppo ed to be about 60 1·ear\ 
I 1 e~r<) 111r1 11 c,1l led . 11d~1 ,1gcd ~1bout 35 \t=c.lf\ 

• C -

I t:gro 111a11 ca lled H c 11r)' ftged ,1bout 22 ) ear 
I egro 111~111 ,11 l~c.l H~1rclridgc aged ~1bout 2_ ) 'C,tr 

l e2ro 111,1 r1 ('·1l lecl IJe\\' i. \\1 itl1 0111e in1pcrfect1<>t11n tl1e ,1nkl~ 
,t!,ed alJc ut 22 )1~<1 r---

l 1 egrc> 111ar1 ~1l lcd ~ or Jc) 1,1h aged (1hc)t1l I 1c,1r, 
I cLrc 111,i11 ,1 lled George ,.1gcd abot1l 16 )'Car, 
I egro 111~l11 al led Tl1or11to11 ,1gecl aboL1t I 4 _ e<tr 
I l;Qr b .. , a I led ~1rrc r1 abot1 t 1 2 ) e<.1r .. 

I 'e..!r e i rl al led i\ , ~1ry abt)Ut 10 ) ' c(1r 

I cgr girl r1I l~Li 1111 ilhc)tJl 6 ~, ,tr 
l c £! re> ~ irl ~1 I led . u <111 ,1bou t 6 , , c,1r ... 

• 

I . c2r bO}' ·~1 11 ,t B 11 a!!cd aboti t :- )'ear 

50.00 
50.00 

60().00 
700.00 
600.00 

500.()() 

550.0() 
400.00 
45().00 

400.00 
250.00 
250.()0 
2()0.0() 

200.00 
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I boy called Andrew Jackson aged about 16 months 
1 Negro woman called Jill aged about 25 years and her infant 
I Negro woman named Betty usually in bad health age 46 
2 Negro women called Nancy and Eve very old and infi11n 
I Bay mark 60.00, 1 sorrel horse 60.00 
1 sorrel horse 80.00, I brown mare 70.00 
I gray mare 65.00, 1 brown horse 75.00 
1 black mare 75.00, I dark brown mare 50.00 
1 old roan horse 25.00, I brown hor e 50.00 
I roan mare 1.00, I roan colt 35.00 
I white faced cow 14.00, 1 red and white cow 18.00 
I roan cow 15.00, I black heifer 15.00 
l red heifer and calf 15.00, I red and white cow 18.00 
1 white faced cow 18.00, I bull 20.00 
3 sows and 14 pigs 30.00, 1 calf 3.00 
I plantation wagon with body and wood ladders 
426 bushels com (0.50 each) 
7 .5 bushel oats (0.30 each) 
I cast 20.00, 28 mulberry Ii vestock posts (0.15 each) 
a lot of oak fencing plank containing 3439 feet 
I lot joice containing 18 prs (0.40 each) 
I lot lath containing 2067 feet (0.60 per hundred) 
593 feet poplar plank 
1 pair long ladders 6.00, 1 barshare plough 5.00 
I barshare plough 5.00, 1 double hovel plough 5.00 
2 single shovel ploughs 1.25 each, I harrow 4.00 
l feed trough 1.00, 2 flax brakes (0.50 each) 
I double and 2 single trees 1.00, I fifth chain stretchers 3.00 
326 Q hemp 0.06, 1 barrel flour 7.50 
a lot off arming implements in the tool house consisting of 

mattocks, shovels, spade , forks, log chains and other chains 
929 Q w bacon 0.10, 72 w dried or corned beef 0.06 
I bedstead with bedding 25.00, I bedstead with bedding 20.00 
4 chairs 0.50, 1 old desk and bookcase 2.50 
I shotgun 10.00, I surveyors staff chain and compass 15.00 
l lot hogsheads barrels and co in the large cellar 
53 gallon Apple Brandy 0.50, 1 copper kettle 10.00 
2 half bushel measures 0.25, 47 bushels potatoe 0.25 
6 sets wago11 gears and c 6.00, I cutting box bucket and shovel 
I new plantation wagon and stretchers 
1 pair long ladders 8.00, I windmill 30.00 
1 lot rake and forks 1.00, 4 grain cradles lot 10.00 
l white faced cow and calf 12.00, 1 white faced cow 15 .00 
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75.00 
400.00 

20.00 
2.00 

120.00 
150.00 
140.00 
125.00 
75.00 
36.00 
32.00 
30.00 
33.00 
38.00 
33.00 
50.00 

210.00 
2.25 

24.20 
38.69 

7.25 
24.20 

8.00 
11.00 
10.00 
6.50 
2.00 
4.00 

27.09 

25.00 
97.27 
45.00 

4.50 
25.00 
10.00 
36.50 
12.25 
40.00 

120.00 
38.00 
11.00 
27.00 
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I ,,,hite f ,1ccd cow & c~1lf 16.()0, I bull 20.00 .. l red "' teer 12.00 
I red teer 18.00. 1 red '-.teer 22.00, ) red steer 20.00 

I e,1rli11g calt· 6.00, I red steer 20.0(), I black teer 12.00 
I l1eif r calf 5.0t). 2 c,11, C\ ~.00 eacl1 
... ~C)\V \\1i tl1 ) ' t)lt r1g pig~ 

18 l1c)g\ 5.00. 14 .. l1oat 2 5() 2 harro\\ \ 8.00 ._ 

l1ocs. ,ho\ el, corn rake\ \ledge 2.50. 1 bar hare plough 3.00 
l b,1r .. l1are plough 12.00, 1 bar\hare plough 14.00 

2 hc.1r"l1are pl()t1gh, 8 ()0 .. 5 double \hO\ el plough ( 4.00 each) 
6 ~"' ir12le sho\el plough 1.00 per, I lot single tree , double tree~ 

,111d \lretcl1cr\ I 0.00 

1 cliggi 11g iron .. crowbar 3.00 .. 2 '>et. plough gear\ collar &c 5 
_ collar\ ,ind tl1ree ~ets gear\ 5 .00 .. l cutting box 2.50 

2 ,t1ovcl\ ,ind dt111g fork 2.00, 2 de\k\ 3.00 each 
_ table\ 3.00. 7 cl1,1ir, 0.5() per. 1 corner cupboard 2.00 
I bcd\tcad bed ,1nd bedding 5.00, I cro~~cut ·aVv 
3 "pi n n i 11 g \ he e I~ fc) r I . 5 0.. 1 lot k i t ch en u ten\ i l. at o Id ho u e 
58 ,l1eep \ itl1 \On1c la1nb~ 3.25 e,1ch 

38.5 ,1cres \\1heat 111 the grot1nd at the Markle place ( .00 per) 
8 rack ", _ ,lxc .. 2 dra\ 1ng k11ive,. 2 gri11d tone. with pitchfork 
20 110g (6.00 per). 28 hoat (2.50 per). I calt~ 4.00 
_ l IlC\\' bag."' 0.3 7 5 per). 21 old bag~ ( (0.12 per) 
l cl1e t I .(JO .. l clothe<., pre~~ 5.00 
I lot k1tche11 furr1iture. afe'I cupboard. corner cupboard a11d c. 
9 L .. l1<1irs (().50 per)~ I table 6.00, 2 ~tand and 2 table 6.00 

I tc)\'C ,111d pipe 15.00 .. 1ro11s. ~ho\ el a11d tong\ 2.00 
1 box k111\1C\. f'ork. ' \V,1iter 3.00 .. 6 large and 6 1nal I 5poons 18.00 
I p,1ir pt'>lt>ls 5.()l1. 1 ,ccrct,try and bookca!->e 30.00 

I bureau < 00. I \\'Ork. ,ta11d 3 .00 .. 1 clock 50.00 

1 bedste~1d. bed ,111d b~dJ1ne 30.00. 2 \ aiter, 1.50. I ca e 2.00 
'""' 

_: )'~1rd .. t1~d ·a1l)l;ti11g (0.50 per). 6 yard~ ~tripe carpet (0.37 1 per) 
I lO\\' po t bt.:tl,tcad. lJcd bedd111g 30.00~ 6 chair 0.50 per 
l l1igl1 JJ<.1 t bed "tead, bed. b~dd1ng 35.00 
l , ~t,11 :tar1d. be)\\ cl. pitcl1er 3.00, toilet tahle dre\~ing gla\ 
. bla11kct~. I Cl)\1Crlet. 4 \pread 1 __ oo. I ta11d I .0() 

16 )'arcl. ~trpeli11g 0.25 per). 3_ ) 'Ufd\ nC\\' carpeting (0.8715 per) 
1 higl1 I ost b d "' te,1d , bcddi11g 1().00. toilet table g)a\\ I 0.0() 

barrel .. fl<)llr 0.50 per). ~hect, a11d table clc)th I 0.00 
1 t ,,e I __ oo. - ..,et pl.ot1gl1 gears c1110 cart !!Car 6.00 
I n1 b(1n·t.:I 0 .. 0). I .. lei6h J _ .0() 

TOT L 
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51.00 

58.00 
40.00 
11.00 
20.00 

151 .00 

5.00 
26.00 

36.00 

16.00 
8.00 
7.50 
8.00 
8.50 
7.50 

13.50 
188.50 
303.00 

7.00 

194.00 
10.39 
6.00 

28.00 
16.50 
17.00 
21.00 

35.00 
6 I .00 

8.50 
14.75 
33.00 
35.00 
4.50 

13.00 
14.75 
11.00 
32.00 
1 .00 
15 5() 

92 I 9.19 
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Personal Estate of Abraham Shepherd, 1822. 
Jefferson County Will Book 4, p. 85. 

Abraham Sheplierd acquired the house and land where this pe,--sonal property 
was inventorted, formerly the home of Col. Van Swearingen and today known as 
Springwood,from tlie orphaned grandsons of Col. Van Swearingen in 1807-1809 
afte,· the)' nioved to Ohio with their siste,·. 

An Inventory and appraisement of the negroes and other personal property 
belonging to the estate of Abram Shepherd, dec'd. 

Five coulters and one plow shear 
One lot of chains 
One old bar shear plough & singletree 
Three grubbing hoes & eight weeding hoes 
Four rake & Five shovels 
Crow bar, sledgehammer & digging iron 
Three iron forks & com rake 
Crosscut saw 
One old waggon 
Two harrows 
Five barshear plows 
Five shovel plows 
Five wor1n harrow 
One large wood sleds 
One old sleigh 
Four old sett of Gears Five Halter chains 
One cutting box & pitch fork 
One pair traces & backhand 
One Flasc break [flax brake] 
One cart 
One old waggon 
Twenty nine pen hog for pork 
Fla c eed Forty cents per bushel Five Hogsheads 
Four horses/ one gray mare, 2 sorrels, 1 bay 
One bull 
Six steers 
Eight yearlings 
One steer 
Ten head of cattle different ages 
Wheat 87 .Q cents per bushel 
Rye 54 Q cents per bushel 
Oat 35 cents per bushel 
One Fan 

2.00 
6.00 

.75 
2.50 
2.00 
4.00 
1.50 
1.00 
8.00 
6.00 

25.00 
5.00 
3.00 

.25 
2.00 
3.50 
2.00 
1.00 
1.00 

12.00 
25.00 

145.00 
10.00 

170.00 
15.00 
55.00 
32.00 
12.00 
30.00 

18.00 



Jcffer .. t)Jl lUll l)' I Ii :· tcJri al ~<)cit:t)' 

O11c l1ur1dred ninct)' head c)1~ SheeJ) 
Fi ,,c 1111 lcl1 CC)\\,\ 

('"orn 2. ')0 per barrel 

T\\ () ( Id "'-'fLggcln wheel, 
Fi, c brood ~O\\' ~ ~ thirt1 ,hoat,, 
l " \\' () ,1 '- \ e, [ not \ u re of \ p e 11 i n g ·? ] 
Or1e gr111d ,to11e 

()r1e C)1tl1e .. cr~1dlc t o n101w ing ~cythe 

c>r1e to11 of~ pla ter 
011e old ~()rrel hor,c Dick 
0 11c I1cgro Jen11y aged 60 year\ 
... ..1. R o~C)' ... 32 ... ,1nd her 5 children 

Is,t,1c. George.. lia,\ Da11iel & Mary 
One 11egrc.). rny & her tVr o ) ou11ge t children 
•• •• Bev· chi Id of· 1ny 
•• 

... 

•• 

•• 

•• 

... 

H ,1n· • • .... "" 

Julia aged 20 year & child 
E1nn1ily ·\ 17 ... & infant child 
Tom .... 70 

cllTI 
Jerr .... 
Da v·1d ... 
Baker .... 

harle, " 

80 
70 

30 
47 
47 

ne Road v. agon 2 ~ett .. of \~ heel . 4 hor\e\ 
\l.ritl1 their Geer. Jack ere~\ & feed trough 

C\ en l-lo0 \head c 

l ~\\' O \ttll \~ 1th \\Orm \vOr1n tub 
I-la)' per t<.111 " .00 
I l 0 gallon ~" apple Bra11dy @ 30 ct per gallon 
T\\Cill)' "till tub~ 

l1t; crovv bar n1a on harn111er .. 2 I11ch auger 
\\

1hee l barrt)\\' 

380.00 
50.00 

6.00 
50.00 

2.00 
1.00 
3.00 

1 ().00 
10.00 
10.00 

I 280.00 
425.00 
150.00 
150.00 
200.00 
300.00 

.25 

.25 

.25 
450.00 

l 0.00 
250.00 

300.0() 
13.00 
60.00 

33.00 
20.()() 

5.00 

\Ve tl1 L111der,1g11cd dt> hereb1 cert if), that the abo\ c 1~ a cc)rrect i11ventc)r 

79 

~1ppr,11 ~111~11t f tl1e : la\'c~ I other perso11al propert)' of bra111 hepherd 
iccc,1 cd t,1ke11 tl1t: I _tl1 d(1y C)t' 0\1e111bcr 1822. 

0 c:111 i c I 8 LI kl C 

br;1l1,1m Chaplinc 
l .. ,1ac hapline 
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DESCRIPTION OF SHEPHERD'S UPPER AND LOWER FARMS 
IN 1888 BY F. V. ALER. 

NCTC property was then called the Lower Shepherd Farm. 
Wild Goose Farm is still a private resu/,ence just south of NCTC. 

HENRY SHEPHERD, ESQ. 

THE REWARD OF ENERGY AND INDUSTRY A GRAND SUCCESS 

A MAGNIFICENT COUNTRY SEAT 

WILD GOOSE FARM 

AN ELEGANT RESIDENCE SURROUNDED BY WELL CULTIVATED AND 
IMPROVED LANDS AND MODERN STRUCTURES. 

One of the most attractive country seats in the Eastern portion of our Mountain 
State, is the time honored manor of the well-known Shepherd Estate, four miles 
North of Shepherdstown, in Jefferson County. 

Looking out from a gently reclining hill, on the picture que Potomac, with it 
varied and beautiful scenery, this old Virginia Homestead i one of those well 
remembered resorts which in ante-bellum days were the pride and boast of the 
people of the South. 

This part wa then owned by the late Mr. R.D. Shepherd, a wealthy and 
distinguished member of the family, by whom it wa christened ''Wild Goose 
Fa -- ,, 

I I fl. 

This magnificent estate, which altogether embraces about a thousand acres of 
the most fertile and productive land in this section of the country, has since been 
purchased by Mr. Henry Shepherd, who i its present owner, and by whom it has 
been greatly improved, especially that portion upon which he and hi s family 
re ide, and which he calls his Upper Farm. 

Passing up a long avenue of well grown and carefully selected forest trees -
beech, linden, maple, and others - we approach the mansion. Here on a knoll, 
embowered ' mid a profu ion of waving willow , stately poplars, and quaking 
aspens, stands the residence, built in a quadrangular shape, with two extended 
wings - a pretentious frame structure of a comparatively modem architecture. 

To some it may not seem effectively grand, but around it i woven a web of 
early family hi story, of intense interest to the living repre entatives of an 
aristocratic ancestry, long since passed away. 
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\\' c t:11tcr tl1rot1£?l1 ,1 Gott11c porcl1" ,1 "paciott'-> hall: leading to the p,1rlor\. Vv'hicl1 
<tre ~-- i,111Jl)1 bt1t ri<.:t1I)' f' t1r11i sl1e(i - skillt·ull,., reflecting mirror and cl1oice P<lintings 
r, d d i , 1 !! t <1 t l 1 c JJ l e ,1 .. i 11 g e f r·e c t . 

'"rhc lilJr<lr)'~ ,1djoi11ing .. is ~l I110\t t111it1t1e ,1nd hand .. 0111ely furni~hed roon1 .. and 
i11 tl1c clini11g c1nd bed-roon1\ 111 clcg,111ce <ln<l ta\tc corre pond with the parlor and 
Ii br,1r . .. 

1::r(l111 ,1 \~lide JJiazza. i11 a lo,,ely \\1 ir1dow in r·ro11t, \\le look do\v11 upon a 
111i11i,1turc lake. 011 \ hicl1 ~port tl1e graceful swan .. lordly gee e and cot1ntle . 
l 1 ll ~"C0\1ie .. . 

f\ , 1 ie\,1 of tl1e g~1rde11 prc,e11l'-> a l1app)' blending of the ti~ef'ul and or11a1ne11tal 
- re,11 \'eget~1l1le g,trde11ing dccc)r,1ted. In t·act. an ob~cr\1 ing eye 'Nill \ee at ,1 

g I ,l 11 c e c, \' c r t l1 c s ti r r o t111 d i 11 g g r o u 11 d . be d ~ , rn o u n d s an d terrace s , v i 11 e s , 

s 11 r t1 l1 l1 cry ,111 d arbor\. l }1 ,1 t M r 11 e p herd e x hi bit the ~ ,11n e fond n e , t~ or 
e111bell1-..,l1111e11l, gc1rdcn. p,1rk ,1r1d l,1nd~cape. a~ do the Er1gli\h people or· t'ortune 
a11d ct1ltt1re. 

Fror11 tl1e cl\\1elli11g a fi11e gr,1\1elly v.,alk lead~ down to the <lair) and ~pring. 
\\1l11lt' 11ortl1\1_r,1rd t\ <.) \\ l1ite \helly road\\1,l)' \ wind arou11d a di,11no11d- l1aped centre 
pl,Jt. L()r1vcrgi11g at tl1c h,1r11. 

"I l1e st,1ble\. i11 \\1l1ict1 tl1e \\ ell-bred dri\ 1ng hor\e~ ~ta11d .. ,1re con~trt1cted after 
tl1e he,t llll)tlel\. a11d tl1e 111a11ger" ft1m1\l1ed with the l,1te\t contri\1ance~ for ,1f'e .._ 

le~tlitl!! . 

'l'l1c c,1rri,1gc roo111. \.\1 ith oiled tlc)or. i equipped with barouche .. phaetons. 
falli112 tt)p, ,\r1d \1illc1ge cart~ .. Vvhile tl1e room connecting exhibit~ a fine display of 
l1~1r11c,,~ 1110,t ad111irably tt1T,1112cd.- altogether af"'fording the material for ever,11 
h,1ndso111e tt1rI1outs. 

rc)u11d tl1t: st,1blc, c1re a nur11bcr of t"o ,ind rabbit cage">. v.,,hi]e near by howl a 
p,1ck (Jf ar1 ious hot1nd\ .. rc,1d11 for the ch,1~e - ,pclrt in which Mr. S. ">0111eti1ne. 

i 11 d LJ I g e,. 
1\c re), fror11 t 11e "table i, ,1r1 t1ct,1gc)n J apa11e'-)e Pagoda., ta~tet·u11 y de~i gned and 

pai11tcd. a11d ,t1r111ot111ted b) c:l gilt b<1ll. \Ve<1tl1er cock and "'ild goo~e. Here ,tands 
tl1e 111rJrr1i11g ,c11ti11,1l. \\1ho tll appointed l1our\ trike') the bell. giving ig11al and 
sL1111111011 for all tl1e \VC)rk111e11 to repair to lahc)r. 

"flit.: b,1rr1 ,111d exte11dcd r,111gc c.11 stabll;, are pla1111ed ar1d equipped with a \1ie\.\ 
to tl1e grcrttest co11,1e11ic11ce ,1nd U\Ct~ul11e\~. 

; \ lc,11l! rO\\' <Jf prLi11ted ,l1t:dd111g co11tai11 .. ,tnd ,helter, the various agricultt1ral 
i1111))er11e11t,. ~111 a,'-><lrled ,111ti kept \ 1litl1 t~1e ,,1111c \) ~ter11 ~1nd care \vhich rnark 
C\1t'r)1tt1 i ng abot1 l tl1l; pre,111 "e,. 

Hclstler: ~111cl \ 1.ratcl1111en are con "' ta11tl)1 (ln duty abot1t the barn a11d table\. 
takin2 c,,rc c,f tl1c propert)' a11d the large l1erd, of valuable cattle, .. heep and l1og", -
al I i 11 q u\1 lit)' a11d 011d i Lion i 11 kee pi 11g " ' i tl1 the t·i nc order ot· thing , so p l,1i 111 ) ' 

\ 1i -- ible \\1l1er ~\1 r )' lU tt1r11. 

1>~1ss i11g I0\\1 11 the 'l\1e11t1e fro111 \ ild Goo e )' OU hehc)ld dotted l1ere a11d tl1ere 
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over the farm, a number of modem style cottages where dwell the workmen in 
plenty comfort and contentment. 

Leaving the avenue and entering upon the well known Shepherd Grade, a 
mile drive over a fine stretch of wide level road, long famou as the course 
upon which the speed of many a steed was tried in other days, and you arrive 
at another branch of the Shepherd Homestead, now known as the Lower 
Farm. 

This was the life-long residence of Mr. Henry Shepherd, Sr., the father of the 
present owner and proprietor, a also that of the grandfather Capt. Abram 
Shepherd, who in the language of a memorial by an eminent divine of Virginia, 
''served with distinction in the Revolutionary War under Col. Hugh Stephenson. 
He marched with his company from Shepherdstown to Boston, in July, 1775, and 
in March, 1776, returned to New York. He was in the celebrated battle of King 
Bridge, Nov 16th, 1776, and after Col. Rawlings and Major Otho H. Williams, of 
Maryland, were wounded, he commanded the Rifle Regiment of Maryland and 
Virginia during the remainder of the action. He received a letter from Gen. 
Washington but two months before the General's death speaking of him as a 
valuable officer in the Revolutionary War." 

Here is a unique and queerly constructed large stone mansion, built more than 
a century ago, and while Mr. S. is making many improvement in the 
surroundings, including barns, tables and other buildings, yet the main dwelling 
itself is preserved, unoccupied by any one, in its original state, and its internal 
arrangement and much of the old time furniture still kept intact, even the old desk 
and armchair and huge inkstand remain as left by hi father, in marked contrast 
with the too common spirit of the day, which oon loses attachment for old 
landmarks, and in the desire for change entirely obliterates them. 

Situated on a beautiful incline, shaded by tall oaks and hardy locusts, its white 
walls look out in their virgin purity from amid the drooping foliage giving an air 
and appearance of some ancient ca tle but its chief glory is storied rather in 
traditions and memory of a venerated ancestry than in the architectural beauty or 
ymmetry of the structure. 

So wliich Thomas Swearingen is that? In order to reduce confusion over the 
nume,·ous Van and Thomas Swearingens meritioned in the text, a partial family 

, 

tree is showtz below for the fl4'0 brothers from Maryland w/10 bega11 buying land 
11ea,~ pr·esent-day Shepherdstown i11 the 1740s. Included are only childr·en 
mentioned in the manuscript; for a more complete genealogy see the Swearingen 
forum at ¾t'W¾1.genforum.genealog)'.com/sweari1zgen, especially Karel L. Whyte 
2000, Six Generations of Sl--i'ea,·ingen.'i: Descendants of Gerret Vanswearingen at 
the family tree link in http://ho1ne.neo.rr.com/tho1wswearingen 
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Th(>ma ' of the Ferr ' S,vearingen d. 1760 
tarted t·err)' 111 17 5 5 

llcn<>ni ~ ,,,t~aringen 

- lied 1798 

-gi\1c11 fcrr)' \\ l1cn 5 

- i11 111) lcg1"l,1ture 

"/\vrJ l1ilc/1·t1 11 : 

\,1ra - 111. J <Jh n 8 laL kft.>rcl 

He l1,1d 9 chi ldrc11 i11c lt1d1ng: 

laj. Thon1a • , ,., earingen 

-died 1786 

- lc)t c)f Kentuck)' 1,tnd 

- hon1e. 111ill 11car .. crabble 

f~i\1(' c~,, I/(/ ,·e, l i ,,c·/ I tel i I 1g: 

• Indian an \\ear1ngen 

-died 1793 

-n1oved to Ohio River abt 

1772 

-filed law\uit v. 

Abraharn hepherd about 

Terrapin eek 

-aka Van wearingen Jr 

At le<1st Si.t cl1iltl re11 

i 11 l' Ill (1 [ 11 g: 

83 

I lcnr)' - dit:d in Kcntutk)' 

Thon1a" founder of <icrabble. 

ran 111111. d l 1 l 

an - killed ,tl St . Clair·" Defeat 

11drC\\' - later n1anaged Kentucky 

land" 

Thon1a\ - kt I led by Indian~ ne,tr 

Oh1c> R1 er 1787 

Thon1a II - born between 

1787 and 1793 

ol. an \\'earingen - d. 1788 
0\ ncd plantation that beca1ne CTC 

Brc)ther 01· Thoma~ ·~of the Ferry·~ ~·eanngen 

,J t>siah .. \\'Ca ringen 
-dire! 1795 

- : tl r,, c \' l) r > I LI 1 e r -

l .-~r,111· /1il (/ 1·e11: 

Ele:,,1or - 111 . "fh ) 111a~ 

\\f () rtt1 j 11glOll 

J ~llll ~ 

' fl10111~1 .. 

a111uc I 

11 le: al I 4 111t) \ ~d to Ol1io 

'fho r11r1" r111d a111t1el . old 

pring,, < ,d t, 

b1 al1a111 l1epht: rd after 

Jo. ial J ,1tl1 . 

He had 6 childrer1 including: 

Hezekiah S,, earingen 

-died I l 7 

-ran pl,1ntation acr<l\ 

rotid from pringwood 

1\,,rJ .. l,i !ti 1·e 11 : 

\ 1 a 11 - ra11 R i \ ~ r \ ' 1 e \\' Fa rr11 

()ll1f)IC\ 

1lctf\' - r11 . Jan1c\ Ft>re111ar1 -

Thoma \\'earingen 

-died a" yot1ng 111an in 178() 

11<J c/1il<l1·(' 11 

11ott~: \ 1~111 "t:hildre11 inherited. brc>kc tip. 

·cllcJ Ri\cr ie,\' F~1n11 b'-=t,t.een 1 , I 69 
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The Chapline Family Burial Ground 

by Johnna Armstrong 

The Chapline family burial ground today. 

Preface 
Across the road from my house in Steamboat Run (off Shepherd Grade 

about three miles north of Shepherdstown) is an old family burial ground, 
the final resting place of the Chapline family which first settled in this 
area more than 250 years ago. The cemetery is situated on a rise that 
overlooks the Potomac River to the south. Enclosed by a coursed, grey 
stone wall and surrounded by three acres of woods, the burial ground is 
the only extant physical evidence of the people who lived on the Chapline 
Farm, which later became Steamboat Run. 

Johnna Am1strong lives in Steamboat Run, about three mile north of Sherpherdstown. She is 
an avid genealogist and is also the webmaster for the Tompkins County NYGenWeb ho ted 
by Rootsweb. If you have any information about any of the families mentioned here or 
questions about her re earch, she can be contacted at P.O. Box 3238, Shepherd town, WV 
25443 or genealogy@oldwillow.com. 
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I l1ave bce11 interested in the cern t ry . ince I 1noved to tea1nboat Ru11 
fi\, ) e~trs ago· a neighbor pointed out the path to the ce1netery and told 
111e tl1,1t it wa. pre- ivil War and that slave had been bu1ied there. 1 I 
h,1,, be 11 c111 ,1, id genealogi~t for nearly a decade and thought it would be 
int re\ting to find ut 111ore about who the people in thi cemetery were. 

In rn )' wn f·a 1ni 1)1 l gend ha. it that our ance tor came from 
cot l a11d . th famil hi torian in my clan, I have been inclined to 

do npla)' tl1i . fact'' until I am able to pro e it. However, when I traveled 
to cot land for· tl1 fir t tim , a I tepped onto the tarmac fro1n the plane 
I in tant l)' i lt a hock of recognition, almo ta if I had lived there before 
and er coming home. I knew then and without a doubt that my 
anc tor had Ii cd in that c untry and that through them I po e ed an 
ancient rigl1t to call cot]and ''home ,. ow I pend all my free time trying 
t pro,, hat I know in my bone to be true. 

I f It a i111ilar co11n tio11 to the land the fir t time I walked in the 
haplin fa111ily burial grot1nd in teamboat Run. Although there i. no 

bl d connection between 1ne and the Chapline family I feel a bond with 
thcn1._ becau the cho e thi place to be their home ju t a ~ I did. 

In ebruary ._005 .. I began re earching the people who li ved here 
bet' re me in earn .. t, .' tarting with tl10 e who are buried in the Chapline 
f'a n1ily burial ground. hat I have been able to learn o far i ba ed on 
c ondar ourc ._ and in many ca e, 'I I have made certain a un1ptio11 . 

itl, 11101·e r 'earch and time I hope to be able to put together a 1nore 
0111pl te pictt11· f tl1 Ii e~ of .. all the people who Ii ed on what i~ now 
tean1 bo,1 t Ru r1. 

Background 
The JJ1·opcrt)1 no\\1 knOVt-'n a teamboat Run .. owned at one tin1e by 

bral1a111 h,1plin 2 , i aid to have been call d ~-Clifton."~ Abraham 
hapl111c \et a .. ide the la11d for a farnil1 burial ground in 1752.3 Thi ~ i 

1 I ha,,e not )'Cl been able to confir111 if thi . I') trt1e: there arc e\'eral deprc~ 1ons in the 
e111ctef)' ,,,h1c.l1 tntt}' he t1nr11arkcd hurial,. ar1d 1t 1 po"-,tble thill \On1e are lc:t\'C bt1rial. . . 

2 Ther • art: 111atl) 'hapltne \\1ith the dn1e tir,t 11ar11e,. th1 -.J b1al1an1 •~ 1l1e brother of r t·aac 
1 . • ,,,ho i buriecl in the \:I 1etcry~ not ht on. \\1ho is al o 11a111ed bral1ar11, and al C) 

buried in tl1 111etcr,,. The brahan1 \\'hoe labl1,hed the cen1eter,, lat~r ' ettled i11 
• J 

K.l: n tu k)' . • 
~'ltllt!r. T110111a.. >ndit and Hu 1a:\\1ell. \\'es·r \ I i,· 1 i11it1 a11tl its PerJ/Jle cw York. Le,A. 1 

I Ii tori al f>ub. "o.~ I I . Vol. _. p. 677. ( Clifton appea~ to ha, e been a on1n1on nan1e 
for hortlt; ll:ad in tilt: Jrea. 
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the same year that Abraham's grandfather, William, the first Chapline to 
settle in this area, died. It is possible that William was the first person to 
be buried in the family burial ground. However there is no marker for 
him and we may never know. 

The burial ground has a wall around it, made of coursed, grey stone, 
about two foot thick and three foot high. The outside measurements are 
roughly 60 feet square. The wall is fallen down in many places, 
especially on the south side, where a very large oak tree has grown up 
just inside the burial ground. The cemetery has a wrought iron gate at the 
northwest corner, which is rusted and longer closes. 

There are 28 known burials in the Chapline family burial ground, laid 
out neatly from west to east, as was traditional for the time, in three rows. 
(See map at the end of this article.) Two children are buried at either end 
of the fourth row; otherwise the fourth and fifth rows appear to be empty. 
Of course, it is possible that this space contains older, unmarked burials. 
Twenty-seven of the burials are marked with headstones. 

The earliest known burials are 1809 and 1810, and the last known 
burial was in 1881. This last burial is also the only known unmarked 
burial. There are several depressions that may be burials. Raking of these 
depressions has turned up unmarked field stones at the head and foot of 
each that may be grave markers. 

Well before the last known bu1·ial, Chapline family members were 
arranging for their loved ones to be buried in Elmwood Cemetery in 
Shepherdstown and elsewhere. Town cemeteries gained in popularity 
during the Victorian era, and this may be one reason the Chapline family 
stopped burying their dead in the family burial ground. Then again, by 
1860, the Chapline family no longer owned the land on which the family 
burial ground was located. Obituaries found in the Shepherdstown 
Register from the 1860s make mention of the fact that the burial would 
take place in the Chapline family burial ground on land owned by 
Lorenzo Etchison. It is possible that Mr. Etchison was related by 
marriage to the Chapline family4 , and inherited the property, but this 
probably also accounts for the Chapline family making other burial 
arrangements. 

4 We know that Isaac Chapline 2nd wa friend .. with Lorenzo Etchison~ because his obituary 
reports that on the day of his death, Isaac had Sunday dinner with the Etchison family. 
Isaac William Chapline, a nephew of Isaac's, married Louisa Etchi on, who may be related 
to Lorenzo. 
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11 e l1 , 1 d st o r1 c \ i 11 the C l1 a p I in e fa n1 i I y bu 1· i al gr o u 11 d bear e v er a I 
n ll r 11 a Ille._' : B )'er\/ B ()ye r ( 3 ) .. C h a pl j 11 e ( 1 0 / 1 l ) ' D r i s k e 11 / D 1· i ~CO l ( 2 ) ' 
Li1ti111er ( 1), cKe itte (35 ), henton (7) ar1d Waldick ( 1). Other na1nes 
th ·1t apJJe,1r, eithc1· ,l\ 1niddle C)r r11aiden name~ .. are: Alder, Keech, ,tnd 
~ \\1.;111. Of' tl1e 28 kno\~/11 buri'1lc;, in tl1 ce1net 1·y, only 10, and posl ibly an 
~1e\1e11th(), actuall)' ha\'e th la. t name of Chapline. 

tran\criptior1 of the l1eadstone\ i11 the Chapline r·arnily bu1·ial ground 
f'ol loV, \ ,lt the er1d of thi~ ar·ticle. Tl1e 1·eco1·di11g~ were 1nade Feb. 26 -

ctrcl1 27, 2005, vlith help from 111y fr·iend Janet M. al h, an hi torian 
~111d cc111ete1·) pre~ervatio11i\t. Thi . tran cription wa co1npared to ea1·lier 
tra11 --cri pt1011 -- 11a1nel y: 

Bee Line Chapter, D R, co1np. Ton1b tone in~cription and 
buritll lot~~ ttrceli11e, Mo.: Wal~worth Pub. Co., cl981, p. 
25. 

a ke11
, Larry, and Linda Mulle11ax. ~ Ce111etery at tea1nboat 

R tt n : ( 11 c ,11· 11 e p h rd~ town, W. Va.).'' hep he rd Co 11 e g e Feb. 
23~ 1974. 
H o n c )' e 11 , L o i . i, - t e a m b o a t R u n C e 1n e t er y . , ' D a t e 
t1nkno\vr1. 

t"'ter t1·a11,c1·ibi11g the cen1etery, I used two book~ Chapline from 
1l.l1·_,·lc111ci c111cl Vi1·gi1zic1 7 a11d We.\"t \ l i14 gi1lil1 ar1(l it l~ PeoJJ/e 8 a the 
t,1rt i11g I oint fo1· 111y re~ca1·ch. I ha e om pared and . upple1nented the 

i11l'or111,1t1011 in thC\C two book with obituarie~, death and mar1·iage 
11otice~ [1·0111 tl1e /1eJJl1e1·cl ,toii,11 Re1-:i.\·ter and the \l i,,.gi11ic1 Free Pres .s., a 
\,,ell ,ts tl1e i11f:01·111atior1 011 tl1e l1ead ~to11e in the fa1nily bt11ial grot1nd. 

amil onnection 

B e c ,1 t1 s e i t 1 ~ a t· ,1111 i l )' b u r i a 1 g 1· o ti n d - i t i l i ~ t e d a~ ~ u ch i 11 the 
obitt1~11·ie" r·oL1r1d i11 the l1e1;l1e1·cl.~10\i 11 Rt' {ti~\te,· - Vve can a ~u1ne that all 
or· t 11 e p op I e bur i d t 11 ere a re rel at i \1 e ., , (.> r Vv ere c lo e to the t·a 111 i l y i n 
nor11e \\1~1 ' · Tl1e ee11e,1log)1 of lll h,1plir1e t'a111ily h,lS bee111·elatively ea~y 

.. Or1l)1 t,,, arc 111~1rked ,,,i1}1 ,1 l1cad~tor1e. the tl1ird I kr1c)\\' ,lbl)Ut fro111 an ob1tt1ar) 

6 ·1~11i. la .. , bt1rial l1,t ,t sr11 r111 tclr1t- be~ir►ing a t,,,ig ,,,1tt1 three lea, e~ a11d the i11iti,1J" \1 . L. . It 
\\1 .. 1. likcl) 111,1cle l r a l1ild \\1t10 died ~'Clt1r1g. perhap i11 i11fa11C)' , a11d al1no'-lt ccrtair1l)' for a 

11~1 I Ii llC. 

7 I ,tr . i\larin J. loJi 0 t tl. /1aJJ!i11,,~· J1·(>111 1a1)'la11tl (111d \ 1ir/-!i11ic1. \'. .. 1 h1ngton: The 1=-ranklin 
f>rir1t~ 190-. 1) c P)' repri,1tL·d b~, 1.,tittle 1\11tiqu,tri~111 Book . . Rutl [111d.. T .) 

tiller. Tl1 r11a._ ndit a11d l~tl la# \\'ell. \~'e.,·, \ l i1· 1 i11i(1 <111tl it.,· Pe<JJJ/t1 • '-c''' ) ' c)rk .. Le\\1i: 
t-li~tori al f)t1b. .. 191 . \1o1. . 
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to trace while the other families have been more challenging. The 
following is what is known about the people buried in the cemetery: 

1. Chapline 

• Isaac Chapline Sr., abt. 1757 - 1810 
• £lender Chapline, Consort of Isaac, abt. 1739 - 1809 

• Isaac Chapline, abt. 1785 - 1861 
• Elizabeth K. Chapline, wife of Isaac, abt. 1763 - 1832 
• Judith S. Chapline, 2nd wife of Isaac, abt. 1797 - 1835 
• James A. Chapline, abt. 1809 - 1849 

• Abraham Chapline, abt. 1790 - 1834 
• Ann R. Chapline, abt. 1792 - 1855 
• Abraham B. Chapline, 1830 - 1830 

• Sallie Agusta Chapline, 1852 - 1853 
• M. L. C. (no dates) 

The oldest known burials in the Chapline family burial ground are of 
Isaac Chapline, Sr., and his wife, Elender, who died in 1810 and 1809, 
respectively. Isaac and Elender were buried side-by-side in the second 
row of the cemetery. Isaac was the grandson of the William Chap line 
mentioned above, and brother to Abraham, who set aside the land for the 
burial ground. There is disagreement about Elender' s maiden name. 
Chaplines from Maryland and Virginia lists Elender as a Swearingen9 ; 

West Virginia and its People has her listed as Eleanor Wallace 
Shenton 10. Since neither book is sourced, more research is needed to 
determine which is correct. 

Isaac and Elender married and had at least two children: Isaac, born 
about 1785 and Abraham, born five years later. 1 1 Each son grew to 
maturity, married, had children and lived his entire life here in Jefferson 
County. 

9 Chaplines f,·om Maryla,zd and Virginia, p. 96. 
10 West Virginia and its People, Vol. 3, p. 677. 
1 1 Chaplines fro ,n Maryland and Virginia mentions a third, unnamed child who died young~ 

it 's possible that this is the child whose headstone carries the initials M.L.C. However, 
given that the burial is not near Isaac and El ender, I think this unlikely. 
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I "a,ic is rt1d to l1,1ve bee11 a good looking 111an, very tall witl1 1~air hair 
c.111d bl Lie e C\ 1 - . t the ,1ge of' 20. lie m,11·ried Elizabeth Keech (Aid r) 

•◄ r)' . ,1 \\/ idov.1 111ore th~111 t cnt)' year· "' hi\ . e11ior. (lsa,tc"s rnotheI· wa al .. o 
olcl ~r tl1a11 l1er l1u~ba11d b1 111ore tha11 f'ifteen ye,1r~.) 

ls,1,1c. like all or· l1is f',1r11il " 'Aa~ a tau11ch Epi~ copalian" and wa. very 
i 11 , , () J v e d \V i th t 11 e JJ i .. c op a I Ch u r c h i n h e p herd~ tow n . He w a, a 
,,e .. tr)1111,111 ,111d \\ a1·de11 t"or n1a11 year . He al o held la e " as did nearly 
,111 tl1e <>ther }1 ads of l1ousehold bt1ried i11 this cemetery. The censu 
recc.>rcJ~ f. r tt1e year\ t·1·0111 1820 to 1860 Ii \t Isaac a. owning up to a dozen 
sl,1ve dL1ri11g tl1,1t ti111e period. 

Eliz,1beth ,1r1d l\,1ac h,td two children: I aac Wil]ia1n who wa born in 
1 08 a11d Ii,1ed only ~1 few da . ; and Jame Augu tu , who was born in 
l ()9. 011ly tw<.) n1onth~ ,ifter J ,1111e\ w,1s born, I aac ~ s mother, Elender" 
died, ,l11d V•/,.t " bt11·iecl i11 the t~a1nil bt11·ial ground. I aac'I \ father lived a 
) c,ir Jo11gcr" a11d tl1e11 he too wa ~ buried in the fa1nily plot, next to hi, 
\\I i f~e . 

l\a,1c'lc.., broth r br~1ha111, 1narried Anne Rebecca Alder. It i not yet 
k110\\/11 if 1111 a11d Elizabeth K. Alder the wife of~ I aac, were related but 
it \ecr11~ like I)' -- gi en ho~ ~par. ely populated the area wa at the time. 

n11e ,111d braha1n had e,1en children~ and all but one lived to 
• 

,tdt1Jtho(1d. so11, braharn B.~ ~ a~ born and died in 1830, and i buried 
ne,r t to his p,1re11t\ in the f'amily burial ground. The other children of Ann 
,111d br,111,1111 \~/ere: 

I. lsa,1c . hapli11e, bon1 l 18. 
2. J ,1111e L. l1ap Ii ne, born I 21 . 

. l1arlc J. h'tpl i ne, born 1 23. 
4. I e [l n C) r ( .., 11 en) R . hap I i n e" b () r11 l 8 2 5 . 
5 . cl r)' . hap I i 11 e ~ b o n1 1 2 8 . 
6. Jo"epl1 . . hapline. born 1 32. 

I aac ("' t1a1JI i11e _11d" ... wife" lizabeth. died in 1832. at the age of 68. 
I a'1c a. till in hi late 40~ ,1t tl11~ tin1e. bout a );ear and a half later, 
I a,1 • ~ "'on. Ja1nes~ m,1rried Elizabeth Vian Latimer. A year after that. 
I aac \ ,1 r 111arried, 011 ugtt\t 19" I 834, to Judith . Lati1ner. . with 
I s,ta • and 1\bral1a111 • ~ wi \1es._ the -- e " '01ne11 ar probably related. An online 

ur l1,1 tl1e111 Ii , t~d ,1 i t r~ 1 - . ore re earch i. needed to determine 
i f t 11 i i t ru ~ . 

1 
- /1111li11eJ' fi·(J111 / {11:)·lc111tl c111tl \ 1ir~i11it1. p. 9 . 

1 
t:\.· \II l1acl ar:t1all genealc 0)1 on R< o tS\ eb ·, orld onnect: 

hltp:/J,,,orldcor111e t.roc>l ''-'cb. 0 111/ gi-bin/igr11 .cg1·?cJp=GET db=n11111ar'>ha id==I I 084 . 
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Just day after Isaac married Judith, Abraham died. Of all the 
inscriptions in the family burial ground, I find Abraham's particularly 
sad: 

''Leaving a wife and 6 children to 
deplore his loss ... '' 

How hard it must have been for Ann to cope; her oldest son was just 
16, and her youngest child still a toddler. 

Isaac Chap line's son, James, and his wife, Elizabeth, had three 
children: Anna Elizabeth, born in 1834, Isaac Thomas (known as 
Thomas), born 1837, and Margaret Emeline, born in 1841. Anna married 
Joseph Augustus Chapline, younge t son of Abraham and Ann and 
Anna's first cousin, once removed. Isaac was a lawyer and Deputy Sheriff 
of Shepherdstown; he died at the age of 39, leaving a young wife and four 
mall children. Margaret Emeline married a dashing military man during 

the Civil War (see the McKevitte section.) James Chapline, died in 1849 
and was buried next to his mother in the family burial ground. James' 
wife, Elizabeth lived another 25 years and died in 1874. It is not yet 
known where she is buried. 

Ann Chapline, wife of Abraham, died in 1855. She is buried next to 
her husband in the Chapline family burial ground. A grandchild of 
Abraham and Ann is also buried in the cemetery; Sallie Agusta, the little 
daughter of James Latimer Chap line and Sarah (Warfield) Chap line, who 
died before she was a year old. 

2. McKevitte 

• Lieut. Jol1n T. McKevitte, abt. 1839 - 1867 
• Margaret E. (Chapline) McKevitte, 1841 - 1881 
• John Alexander McKevitte, 1867 - 1868 

The McKevitte surname is connected to the Chapline family by 
marriage. Lieut. John T. McKevitte, originally from New York, wa a 
''brave and gallant'' 14 officer of Co. G, I 0th New York Cavalry and was 
encamped in Shepherdstown with his men on July 15, 1863. The next 
day, his company fought a skir1nish with General Jeb Stuart's army on the 
Winchester Pike and John was shot through a lung. He was almost 

14 Major M. Henry Avery, in his report about the skirmish on the Winchester Pike. See 10th 
New York Volunteer Cavalry web ite, http://www.ggw.org/-nycav/aft_gett.htm. 
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'e1·t,1 i 11 J )' b1·cJL1gl1t b·1ck to ~ l1cphe1·d~tow11 to ha\1e hi~ wound. tended a11d 
tl1ere lie 111Lt\l l1c1,1e 111et M c:1rg'11·et E111eline Chapline" becat1. e they were 
111,1r1·icd le"s tl1 ·111 ~1 )'C~tr l<1te1·" 011 Jt1ne ()2, 1864. 

Tl1ei1·." \A/~1~ ,1 ~~111i ed " 1nar1iage - Margaret was Epi~ copalian" like the 
gen r,1tio11<., of her r·arnily befor her. and John wa Catholic. One 

i111,1gi11c<., th[l t there 111t1\t ha\ e been ome con ternation, within Margaret" 
1·,11nily at J ,1'-> l, \\ 11 n tl1e c<)uple annot1nced plans to marry. 

J o l111 '111d arg,11·et, 0 1· aggie a<., \he was al~o called, had two ~on . 
Tl1<)I11,J\ ugt1 tu . and Jo hn le ander" born in 1865 and 1867 
re,pe 'ti\ ely. Ho~e er, John and Maggie were not fated to grow old 
togeth r. Jol1r1 11e\ e r f"t11111 reco\ cred fro1n hi , war wound. and developed 
co11 t1111ption. I-le died Decen1ber 16, 1867. Just .. i 1nonth .. late1~, John and 

aggie' ~ ot1nger . on J<1h11 died, \\'hen he \\ a. not quit a year old, al. o 
0 f' COllS ll lTI pt i )11 . 

tl,1rg~1ret ~ ' cl\ sti l] ir1 her 111id- 20~ Vv hen her husband died. he ne er 
u 

r 111,11·1-i d" bt1t livec.l quiet)), with her ~on Thornas in hepherd town. he 
sL1 ff"e1·ed fro111 se\1ere ,1~ tl1111 ,1 a11d \pe11t her later year· in a .. ick chair. In 
l,1te J ti I)' of· I 8 I.. ,1rgaret .. ~ c)n Thoma~ .. then ju t 16 year old, came 
ir1tc) the l1ot1<.,c to f"ir1d h1~ n1other t1n '1ble to breathe. He ran to get her 

do ' to 1·, . P. 1,11111i11g, but he \.\1,15 out of town, and all the other were 
ut 011 'all . hen Tho1n,1, caIne back to the hou c, hi mother wa. dead, 

,l l j ll \ l 4 0 1 c cl rs f'" ,lg e . 1 
c; 

1l,trg,1ret \\1c.l . bt11·ied in tt1e h,1plinc t'amily burial ground, probably 
11e1 t tc) l1e1· l1L1 b ,111ci ,111d <)t1 11g ~ on. Howe r" 11 0 head. tone i. e\'ident 
I10\v .. 1101· dt e:- tl1 D. R record 111e 11ti<)n one. I11an li~ted a Thoma . 

1lc K c\ritt tt11·11 tip i11 • li11t.. ichig,111 at the ti111e of the 1900 Censu . .. 
\\1orki11g fl tl 111~1 ' l1i111,t. 1'ter· tl1,1t .. the trail goe cold. 

3. B( o) e,· ~/Dri ·kell/Dri. col/llraldick 

• .l<J/111 13, e,·.,·, c1/;1. I 77.5 - 1 6 I 
• 1\1(11·_ B<J.)e1·.':. \\ (fe °'f .. ltJ/1 11 B<J_ • ,·s, 178_ - 1826 
• .. / rJ/111 l l1111£) • Bo_) e,·,fi;, .,·0 11 (<f ,l<J/111 c,11(! Mc11·,, 8 (>., e, .. ,.;;, tll1te\· 1111k11rJi,t ·11 

• f )Cl I ,·ick 0. o,·i ,kel l. {IIJt. l I_ - I 47 
• l c111 i e I O. D ,-; .. c JI, c, /;I. J '4 5 - 1 6 I 

I 111rg~1rt t •. Jbi tl1ar_. rt)' 11 • ,,,a abot1t ) ' t:~1r lf age t ~/1eJJl1e1·t/.,10\t'11 Re 1 i .,·t{1 r. Jt1l~1 '"'O. 
I I. p. _ . /101 Ji11t' i,1 f c11J1lc111tl {111 I \1i1·~i111(1 (p. 97 11,1 her bint1da)' <l ~1a)' 16 I 41. 
\\l1i h ,,, tild I11c.:aI1 . l1c ,,,r1 0. 
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• Rose Ann Waldick, daughte,,. of A. J. and Lavinia Waldick, 
abt. 1865 - 1867 

All of the burials for the B(o)yers, Driscol/Driskells and Waldicks are 
grouped together in the southeast corner of the cemetery, so before I 
knew anything about them, I thought they might be related. I then went to 
the census records, which show the three families all living in the same 
household, that of John Byers. 

1850 1860 1870 
Name Age Name Age Name Age 
John Byers 75 John Byers 90 (d. 1861) 
Henry Byers 33 (not listed) Henry Byers 56 
Mary A. Driskell 31 Mary A. Driscol 40 (not listed) 

Andrew J. W aldec 23 Andrew Wal deck 35 
Lavinia Driskell 11 Lavinia W aldec 20 Lovinia Wal deck 29 
(not listed) Daniel Driscol 14 (d. 1861) 
John Driskell 8 John Driscol 19 (moved to CO) 

Unfortunately, these censuses do not list relationships between the 
heads of household and the rest of the occupants, so we cannot be sure 
of a family connection. However, because the people listed in the 
household of John Byers are not working for him (i.e., not listed with a 
profession), I am making the assumption that they were related. It is not 
yet known if there is a connection between John Byers and the Chapline 
family. 16 

Based on infor1nation from headstones in the family burial ground, the 
above census records and an obituary for John Driscol, I have put 
together the following about this family: 

John Byers was born in either Pennsylvania or Maryland 1 7 . It is 
interesting to note that he did not own slaves; nearly all the other families 
referenced in this article did. John and Mary likely had at least three 
children: John James, Henry and Mary. Henry was born about 1817 and 
Mary, about 1819. John James died young; his headstone says only that 
he died on March 15. 

16 An online genealogy makes reference to John Byer marrying a Mary Chapline, however 
when I wrote, its owner told me that the ource material had unfortunately been lost. 
Further research will be needed to prove a connection, if any. 
See http://www.geocities.com/watsgwl 155/chapline/aqwgl 1.hun#l 1194. 

1 7 According to various Cen us record . 
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Th ~ l1e,1d,tones fo1· J 0l1n and Ma1·y B 1·er . tc1nd ~ ide-by-\ide in tl1e 
ccr1ter ot· tl1e cc111eter . Joh11 • s . tone i, nov.1 broken, and the upper half 
I a 11, cl g ~1 i 11 st the Io er. Mary B }'er~ died in 1 8 2 6 when he w a~ i 11 h e1· 

er1rl 40s· Joh11 li\ed well i11to hi . 80 a11d never re1narried after losing hi 
wi r·c. He \JJe11t the 11ext 35 car~ Ii ving with the Ori kell a11d Waldeck . . 

Ht:Ilf)' see111s 11e er to have married, btit Mary 1narried Patrick 0. 
Dri~kell. wl10 1na ha,·e bee11 f1·om cotland 1 8 .. on April 9 .. 1825. 19

. 

Pc1trick ,1nd a1·y had at ]east three children: Lavinia born about 1839 
Jt1l1n._ bor11 ,tbot1t l 842 ~111d Daniel 0 ... born about 1845. 

P,1t1·ick Dri\kell died i11 184 7 ~ and Mary wa left a widow while till in 
l1c1· _Qs . He ,is bt1ried in the fa1nily buria] g1-ound. Sl1ortly thereafter Mary 
beca111e r11e11t·1ll)1 ill ,111d probably ~ uffered from it the re t of her life.2 0 

, on1 ti111.e before Ju11e 1860 Lavinia 1narried Andrew J. Waldeck.21 

Ir1 1861 1'1r Dr1 k.ell lo~t botl1 her father and her son Daniel, one to old 
age ,111d tl1e other to the Ci il War. Both Daniel and hi brother John 

'-' 

1·o t1ght 011 tl1e 011f'ederate . ide during the Civil War~ and Daniel wa 
killed ir1 ~1 ~kinnisl1 at Dan1 o. 4. Acco1-ding to hi headstone he fought 
\\1ith \l1b)1·~ a\1alry. He vt1a only 16 year~ old when he wa .. killed.22 

J l1n fot1gl1t \\1ith otnpany F, Fi1· t Virgi11ia Cavalry.21 hortly after the 
a1· ~ J <) t1 r1 v.1 e 11 t we, t to the o Io rad o T e1Ti to ry. I be Ii e v e that hi~ n1 other, 
ar Dri~k 11 l1atl died at thi point, a. he i not li ted in the 1870 
n\US. . l1er ~ole ,t1pport (other than Lavinia and Andrew)~ I think 

Jol111 ~1ot1ld l1a\ c ta1ed in the area if . he were ali e. There i a 
de1Jre\ io11 bet~ een the btirial r·o1~ Daniel Ori .. co] and Patrick 0. Driskell, 
t1nd 1,lr)' 111(1 he buried there. 

nd1·e\V and ,l \ 1inia had at lea. t three children: Dav·id, borr1 about 
I 61 _ Jo ,,epl1_ bc)1·11 pril I 62 and Ro e 11n born in 1865. David moved 
to o Io 1· ~1 do I i k e l1 i " u n c 1 e, J oh n Dr i ~co I . J o e p h w a~ ti 11 1 i vi n g in 
'" hcpl1 rdst0\\111 i11 earl)' 1920. - Ro e nn died in 1867 and i\ buried in 
t l1 l1 ,1 p I 1 11 :) fa 111 i I 1 b t1 r i a I g ro u n d . 

18 Jol111 Dri .. 'OI i. t1,tL~c1 i11 the I () Lcn,u. for Gilpi11. olorado ,1r1d 111 father is li tcd a, 
fro111 otl~lnd. 

1
' 1\1c11·1·i1ge Reco,·<I Jo,· \\1r1.\·/1i11 11011 Co1111t)1, 1t11·_)1l<111tl, 1799-/ 60. 11fortunatel). onl. the 

i11cle. refcre11 i. a\1,1ilable~ tl1c acttial re <)rd .. \\'Cre clestro, cd b,, fire ., .. 
- <> 111 tl1c I 0 c,1 ... 11;-. I\1af)' D11," -.11 is 11 tcd ,ts i11sane. ,1r1d 1n tt1e I 6() cen u . idiotic. he 

i n t Ii t d ir1 tl1c I '0 en u'" a11d 111av l1a,1e died b\1 tt1at tin1e. . ~ 

- 1 I uO 11 ti.· for ()f t(>I11~tc J ·ffcr. 011 ou11t\1• \\ ~,t \ 1ir2inia. E.D. . heel 15~ ~- The d~1le ., 
i .. ~, . L1111cd tJ1 ) ' \\'t:r li:tcd a" n1t1rried in the: I • ()0 cen u .... 

-- TI1e D R re f>r L--- Ii .. t D·111ie.l a. a l_ictJtcnant. 
bittlfll)' for J t1r1 £3. Oris ol. ~ J1e1Jl1e1·,l .. 10,,111 Re .. ~i ~,c~,·. Thur, r:-eb. 11. 1909. p . . 

- J l;pl1 i Ji . tcd \\1i ll1 hi f an1i I , a11d f1i .. father i 11 tht: 19 20 en ~ti 1 or S heph ]>rd. tO\\'n. 
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By 1880, Lavinia, like her mother, was grappling with mental 
illness.25 She died sometime before 1901.26 After her death, Andrew 
lived with his son Joseph; he died on January 15, 1923 and is buried in 
Elmwood Cemetery. It is not yet known where Lavina is buried. 

4. Shenton 

• Joseph She,iton, 1808 - 1860 
• Chloe A. Shenton, abt. 1802 - 1865 
• Infant child of Joseph L. and C. A. Shenton, dates unknown 

• Marcus Shenton, abt. 1806 - 1845 

• Charles Shenton, abt. 1775 - 1847 
• Mary Shenton, Consort of Charles, abt. 1775 - 1826 
• Mary L. Shenton, abt. 1790 - 1850 

While old maps27 show that the Chapline and Byers lived on the land 
where Steamboat Run now is, there is no trace of the Shentons, and their 
connection to the other familie remains a mystery, at least to me. An 
article about the Chapline-Shenton house in the Magazine of the Jefferson 
County Historical Society28 tantalizingly references several Chapline/ 
Shenton marriages, without mentioning any of them. 

Of the Shentons, we know the most about Joseph and Chloe A. 
(Latimer) Shenton. Although we don t know when they married, we do 
know that they had one child, which died as an inf ant. This child is buried 
next to its parents in the family bu1·ial ground. No name or date is 
recorded. The couple remained childless, and in 1843, after the death of 
her brother, Chloe brought her nephew and niece, Thomas Wilmer and 
Virginia Latimer, to live with her and her husband, and the couple raised 
the children as their own.29 

Joseph and Chloe Latimer Chapline may have lived on or near the 

25 1880 Census for Potomac, Jefferson County, West Virginia, E.D. 8, sheet 155A. 
26 Andrew i listed as widowed in the 1900 Cen us. 
2 7 See the 1852 S. Howell Brown Map of Jefferson County. 
2 8 ~'The Chapline-Shenton House'', Magazine of· the Jeffe,·son Count)' Historical Sociel)': 

Dec. 1963, Vol. XXIX, p. 22. 
2 9 Eby, Ceci I D., ''Jefferson County Admiral - Julian Lane Latimer'', M agazitie of the 

Jeffe1·so11 County Historical Socief)1: Dec. 1997, Vol. LXIII, p. 23. 
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hapline F,1111, 3 c> at 0 11c tin1e, but b)' ugust of' l 850~ th were living i11 

Berke le ou11t 1. It' ~ likel they li\'ed in that county until Jo eph s 
d tl tl1 in I 6(). fter Josepl1, death~ Chloe n1oved to hepherdstown 
pO\\ibl t Ii e itl1 h r adopted ~on, Wilmer, who lived in that town 
u 11 t i I I --+. 

It 1~ likely th ,11 the other henton bt1ried in the family burial ground 
~tre related to J . epl1, bt1t a connection has not yet been made. Charle 
~ hentor1 i\ buried ne t to tVvo won1en, each named Mary henton. The 
l1 ad~,tone f'or tl1e \A/0n1an buried 011 hi. left name her a Charle ' wife. 
Tl1e otl1 r l1ead~to11e doe~ not Ii . t the wo1nan' ._ relation hip however 
M {11·1·ic1ge 1·ec·(J1·ll~. P,·i11c·e Geo,·ge.<i Co. , Ma1}'la11d I 777 to 1836 ha, a 
l1\ti11g tor a l1 '1rl e~ h nto11 and Mary Lati1n r married Feb. 12, 1827.32 

QL1ite ,t fe 111arriage t~or the .. e families took place i11 Prince George 
ount .. o tl1i 111,l be the l1arle~ and Mary buried in the Chapline 

1·a111il bt1rial ground: t .. urther re~earch i 11eeded to be ure. It i~ po ible 
that harles arid ar henton were the parent~ of Jo eph and Marcu . 

crtainl)' thei1· birth d<:lte. make thi . a po -- ibility. Further re earch i, 
11e dcd. 

5. Lati1ne1· 

The t·in,11 name in the famil burial ground i~ An11e F. Latime1·, who 
di d i11 1~1 te ov n1ber of I 45 i11 he1· 1 th year. According to her 
h 'ldst 11c. he i~ the daughter of Dr. J. F. and u an Lati1ne1·. There i.· a 
11 ting i11 1 a1·1·ic1~e 1·ec<J1·tl . P1·i11c'e Gec>,·ge~s C(J., Ma1;'la11cl, 1777 t o I 836 
l~or Jol111 I:;_ '111d ul" an R. (Burch) Latin1er who 1na1·ri d January 04, 
I ... 4/ ~. _.,. ~ Tl1t: ~c are \ 'Cf)' I ik l her pare11t~ . nne ma1 ha\ e bee11 related 
t t1 l1lc e Lati 111er hentc> 11 • 111ore re .. earch i needed to prove a connection. 
I.Ji t t le 11101· i~ k 11ovl11 ,1b u t nne~ a11d one 'Ai onder\ v.- h)' . he i " buried 
l1 r ~ '111d 11ot 11c,1r 11 r pftrent . 

t) l the· ti111e of 1t1 I 40 e11,u . Charle l1ant<111 1 It tcd next door lo l\aac l1apline. ,111d 

l1~1 [) • t)lc li,1i11g \\1itl1 l1i111 f tl1e r1gt1t age to be Jclseph and Chicle. Jo ~ph 1 r1ot 11 tcd a, a 
l1cacl of l1<)t1 1o)1ol(I ~111d ft1rtl1cr rL· e .. 1r\._;h I needed to pro,,c a cor1nect1on bet, ec11 Jt) epl1 
,111d l1arlc.: . 

1 I l -o c11 .. t1 : for f)1 tri ·t 9. Bt.:rkclc)' o .. \V ~,t irgini,1. p. 370. 
- ,rcc11c. S k 1 i~1 ,on11a11. 1c11·1·ia .. c:l' r co,·tl ·, /Y1-111ce c;e,J1·i:e.\· <J .. Mc11)1/(111tl, 1777 ro I _16. 

i\ 1 t. R il i 11 i c r, Ill .: t 111 kn o \\' 11. I 9 4 1 . p. 6 7. 
- I/Jitl. 
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CHAPLINE FAMILY BURIAL GROUND 
TRANSCRIPTION 

( Left to right J,,.om ent1Marzce) 

ROW l(A) 
In memory of 

JUDITH S. CHAPLINE 
wife of Isaac Chapline 

departed this life 
Sept. the 7th AD 1835 
Aged 38 Y. 6 M. and 

9 days 
''The rigl1teous shall be had 

in everlasting remembrance'' 
Foots tone: J. S. C. 

ROW l(B) 
In Memory of 

ISAAC CHAPLINE 
Born Feb. 7, 1785 

Died March 31, 1861 
Aged 76 years 
I mo & 24 days 

'' When J,·oni the dust of death I rise 
to clain1 ,ny mansions in the skies 
Even then shall this be all my plea 
Jesus has lived and died for me." 

I. Himburg Fred.k, Md. 
Footstone: I. C. (flat on ground face 
down) 

ROW l(C) 
In 

memory of 
Elizabeth K. 

Chapline 
Wife of Isaac Chapline 
who died Jan. 30th AD 
1832 Aged 68 Years, 5 

months and 5 days 
''Blessed are the dead 
who died in the Lo,,.d. '' 

Footstone: E. K. C. 

Note: DAR has Sept. the 9th. 



o lJ r1 t 11 i s t ll r i ~1 l 

R() \\' l (D) 

• 

( \Vi I lo\ tree) 
I 11 

1e111ory ()f 

• 
oc1el)' 

J ,1111c" . l1ap Ii r1e 

v.1l10 cic parted tl1i I I fe 
October 16. 1849 

ged 4() earL~ 3 n1onth~ 
~ ., 

({<;1,1· li11e.r;; <Jf te.,r:t. ,,e,·.,·ft,i11t) 

( "loI1c is broken aero\"- date and lying 
flatJ 
FO()tSlOllC: J. . ( ~. 

R<,,\· I (E 
Pl) 1ble burial l1cre . F()und a narrow 
,1nd deep dt.:prc',\1011 after raki11g. 
• to11e a fe\ 1nche" below the <iurf·ace 
\\1herc l1e,1d ,111d foot ~tone\ n11ght be. 

RO\ 1 F) 
DIED FOR HI 

( ti ,1e-pointcd star 
t \\ l) dra1)cd flag ) 

I.JI T. JC)H T. 1cKE ITT 
Died 

Dt:c. 16. I l 6 7 
gt=d 2 )'C,lr 5 111onth, 7 da), 

' Bl \ \et/ (11·e tl1e /Jor;,· 111 L'.JJirit j(J1· 

1/1ei1· .. \~ ; ~ 1/1e ki11~tl<J111 fJ{ lzet111e11. '' u ~ 

Pc able 1-o )l~lo11c: ht1ried 11e,1r \ 1 1ble 
rock.) 

1l '1derr1 . K,111tner 
1l(1rtir1 . bt1rg 
◄ oot to11e : J. . • 

R() \rV l ( , ) 
i' ,,1ble bLtrial l1~rc. r .. ()Und <l 11an·O\\/ 

a11d deep I pres._ 10n after r[1k1nr?. 
l( 11 a ft'\\ i 11 l1e "' be I 0,1,, tl1e su rt c.1ce 

\\1hcre h ,1d a11d f l '"" tone 111 i eht be. 
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ote: DAR ha\ age 10 year . . The . tone 
i. very worn and hard to read. 

Loi.\' H 011e,1}vell l1as: 
"Wl1e11 }t'e cit deczth 111t,1st pc11·t 

H<J~t· kee11 J1ol-t' cleep tlze JJc1i11 

B11t it 'e J·/1czll still be joi,zed it1 lzeart 
A11d l101Je to 111eet again. '' 

Po~sibly burial of Elizabeth . 
hapline. wife of Jame ? Her death 

notice doe not tate where he wa .. 
buried. 

a be the 0 r~l\' C of ar0 aret 
~ c ~ 

c K ~ \' 1 t t e. H c r obit Lt ar\ t ,l t es that \ 11 e 
.I 

\\'a buried in the Cl1,1plir1e famil 
burial l!f<)u11d . 
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ROW l(H) 
John A. 
Son of 

J.T. & M.E. McKevitte 
Died 

June 9, 1868 
Aged 

10 mo 28 ds. 
''Beai,ttful lovely he was but given 

a fair bud to earth to bloon1 in 
Jieaven. '' 

Small base where f ootstone would be. 
Footstone was found buried left of 
grave: J. A. M. 

ROW 1(1) 
In 

Memory of 
Anne F. Latimer 

Daughter of Dr. J.F. 
Latimer & Susan hi wife 

who departed this life Nov. 29th 1845, 
in the 18th year of her age. 

''Weep not Jo,-- me my brothers dear 
I have no se11timent of fear 

But.feel assur' d n1y Saviou,·'s love 
Call me to realms of bliss above.'' 

Footstone: A. F. L. (behind and nearly 
buried by tree) 

ROW l(J) 
(small stone with 3-leaf design) 

M.L.C. 

ROW l(K) 
(willow tree) 

Infant child of 
Joseph L. & C.A. 

Shenton, [sic] 
(two small blank stones leaning on 
each other where foot tones might be. 
Possibly foot tones for these two 
stones.) 

The Magazine of the 



J ·ffcr. 0 11 0L1n t) f I i l Jric,.11 ~ ociet~' 

R()\V I (I..,) 
i\1 Y Fl_ E. 1-I H 1.-L RL <;T I y H C) Pl:: 

( ,vi l lo\1/ tree) 
l11 111e 111 o r)' c>f 

J <)scpl1 L .. he11tt111 

8 c)r11 Feb. 19 18()8 
Died ~ ept. 17 ~ l 86(J 

,\ eed 52 }C,1r, 6 111onth, 

28 da\, 
" 

•• Bit' \ ,t~c/ (1 1·e 1/1e 1>111·e i11 l1ec11·t frJ1· 

1/1e\' .\·/1c1ll ~l'l~ GcJ<i. •• 
• 

J. 1c Derrnott 
Frcdk. City. 1d . .. 

r=oc)t. l ()J1e • J. L . .. 

RO\ 1( ) 
C"H 1-J E 

DI 
t\ ll g . 2 I . I 8 6 5 ._ 

ged 63 Yr\ • 29 D) ·,. 

O() l \ll)flL : 

IUC l : 
I 1<), "l'l 1· 
abcdcf\, 

0 

I-I LL 1 .. 

Sid _: 
t\ 13 .. FG HI I (1"11t.: I I 
rc,1,i) 

111 ,l\' be I .. ,~ h,1rd to ... 

I Kl .. 1 ()P 
1-\B Dl-1-G 

BC"Df: l .. Ci 

RC)\\1 2 1 

In 
,1 e 111 o r )' o ,, 

I 1\ 1\ I-I PLI r 

.. e 11 . r ,,, l1 o d i c d O tr. _9th 
l) I .. I O: tl g e cl : 4 Y c :1 r 

111011tl1 ,111d I_ d,l\'S .. 
1-.oot .. ' l< 11e : I. . bt1r1 ti 

99 

ate: Both head- and foot tone have 
t~allcn and \.\ ere under everal inche of 
dirt. Foot,tonc may be a ~tonecutter, . 
practice tone. Head ,tone i~ broken 
into three piece 'I the ver ·e i~ viritten 
right acros the bre,1k. 

., _________ fill 
C C 

May be the 7th Beatitude: 
Ble\.\etl {lJ"e 1/1e 11ze 1·cifz1l: for tile)' sl1c1ll 

o IJ t c1 i, z 111 e , • c • , ; . 
~ 

II earlier record~ ha\1e Aug. 24. and 
tl1i~ ,na)' be. to 11e 1 , ery hard to read. 
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ROW 2(B) 
In 

Memory of 
ELENDER CHAPLINE 

Consort of Isaac Chapline 
who died Sept. 6 AD 
1809; Aged 70 years 

Footstone: E. C. 

ROW 2(C) 
In 

memory of 
Mary Shenton 

Consort of 
Charles Shenton 

who died Feby. 13th, 1826 
Aged 51 years and 26 

Days. 
Footstone: M. S. 

ROW2(D) 
(willow tree) 
In memory of 

CHARLES SHENTON 
who departed this 

life October 10th, 1847 
Aged 70 years 11 mo. 

and 6 days. 
(stone broken and leaning on Mary L. 

Shenton' s stone.) 
Footstone: C. S. 

ROW 2(E) 
SACRED 

To the memory of 
MARYL. SHENTON 
who departed this life 

March 14th, 1850; 
Aged 59 Years 

8 months 12 days 
'' We mitst tl1roi1gh ,nuch tribula 

tion enter the kingdom of heaven'' 
Footstone: M. L. S. 

The Magazine of the 

Note: If correct, Elender wa more 
than 15 years older than Isaac. This 
would mean that she bore a child at the 
age of 50. 

The DAR has her name as /Elender, 
however the E is right to the left edge 
of the stone. 

Note: Caskey has 54 years, which is 
possible. Honeywell has 51 years. I 
tend to think it is a one because there i 
so little space between the 5 and the 
next number. 

Note: Caskey has 6 days, and the DAR 
has 21 days. 



Jcffer~"O ll ot1n1y I li : tcJri al .., c) iety 

I 
e111or of' ., 

R L' . ~ HE TO 
\1v1 hc> Jcp,trted th1 ~ 11 fe 

arch l 6tl1. 1845 
ged 39 year\ I 

<)nth 21 day\ . 
.. Hl~ ,·e,11<~111IJ£->1·etf /1i.\' c·1-ec1tr1r· 

,, l I /1 e (i{I \ '..\ <Jf /1 is· .,·011 f /1 

1\11(/ ti ec,1/1 Jc>t111d /1i111 JJ1·epc11·( eel) ( ed on 

lir1e abo e) 
7t"J 111eet it i,·it/1 C<J111·(1ge <111cl co11ifort. " 
Footsto11e: . . . 

I 
memor or 
BR H MB. 

I 11 f,111t . 011 ot· braharn 
nr1 h,1plinc. 

\\ ho departed thi\ life 
epte111ber. the I st, I 30; 
ged I 111onth · 13 day . 

•• \\1£~ef) 11<Jt /Jt11·e11t~\· clea,· 
I c1111 11cJt clet1{/ /Jttt ,\"l£>l~/Ji11g 

/1e1·e." 

] 

n1~r11of) of 
BR1\H l H PLI 
\ 1/ho departed this lif'e 

1\t1gt1:t _ rd 1 34 
ged 44 car ~ 6 o 

19 da) 
·'f-'t'c1, i11, ti ,,,ife c111tf 6 ~J1ild1·e11 t<J 

cleJJ/01·e Iii~\· ltJ .. ~;. 

IJ 'C1\1e tl1e 1 ft11/1(t 1·f £1\, c/1iltl1·e11 I 
i11i/l p,· .. ,,,e 1l1e111 t1li11e c111d let 

1/1, ,1 iclrJ,, • 11·1, 1 i11 111e. '' 
• 

oot to11c: . . (b hind tree 

IO I 

ote: The foot tone wa under a few 
inches of oil. It i to the left of his 
father Abraham' foot tone. Head tone 
has fallen down in between his parents' 
stone .. . 

Both the DAR and Ca key have ept. 
the 4th, Hone well ha ~ ept. the I t. 
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ROW 3(C) 
In memory of 

Ann R. Chapline 
who was born 

July 23rd 1792 
and died February 28th 

1855 aged 62 years 7 
months & 5 days 

''Dear·est Mother thou has left us 
We th}' loss 1nost deepl}'feel 

But 'tis God that hath bereft us 
He can all our sorrows heal.'' 

Footstone: A. R. C. 

ROW 3(0) 
Possible burial here. Found a narrow 
and deep depression after raking. 
Stones a few inches below the surface 
where head and footstones might be. 

ROW 3(E) 
In memory of 
John James 
inf ant son of 
John & Mary 

Boyers 
who died 

March 15, __ (no year) 
Aged 1 year 2 

Mos. & 9 days. 
''Suffer Little chi! 
cir en a11d forbid 

t/1em 11ot to co,ne 
unto nie Jo,- of 

suc/1 is the ki11g 
do,n of heaven'' 

Footstone: J. J. B. 

The Magazine of the 

Note: Caskey has 63 years of age. 

Note: DAR has last name as Boyer. 
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RC)\\' 3( 

I 11 

cr11or of~ 
RY 

\\1i fe of 
JOH • I30YER • 

\\' l1c.1 \\ a~ bc)r·n 
J <:111 --' . 31 ,t 1782 
departed t t1 i I i f'e 

J t111c I Otl1, 1826 .. ,1ged 
'-

44 y e,1r, 4 1nontl1, & 9 da1"' 
'' fl i .\' (I g<J<J(/ t/1ill{t /(J '"~i\:(! 

1/1c111k.\· 1111/rJ 1l1t' Lo,·tl, {111cl 

It> \i11g /JJ"(ll\(~\ ll/1/(J t/1_, 

11c1111e O 1\1(J\t H; 1 /1. 
''/11 e 9 2 P 1\ L 1, I ~ t 1 e ,·.\·e. ' .. 

Foot~tonc: 11. B. 

R()\\' 3((; ) 
I E 10RY OF 

C)l"R F THER 
JOH BYER'" 

I)IEI) 
ug. 10, 1 61 
ged 88 1c,1r: 

'' l ..,<JI'(/, 1,1/1(1/ 1 .. \· 111t111, 1l1c11 tl1rJ11 tc1ke.\·t 

k11c;i1 lell~s;<: (Jj l1i111 fr;,· 1/1e .... 0,1 <~( 111c111 

1l1c11 1l1rJLt 111c1ke.5t {1c·c·<JLt11t of l1i111. '' 

\\ le ()\' 
~ 

ROW 3(H) 
Da11iel 0. Dr1~col 

Killed ·11Dar11 1104 
1

0\' . 14, 1861 
ged 16 )' 9 111 . , 6 d 

1\ s l1 h \ a\' . 
~ 

r1 J \ i 1 l1le f >Otstc nc.:: he)\\ c,rt.:r .. there 1 

~1 l<)11e \\' 11e r~ tl1e foc)t tor1e \\'OU ld be 
.. 111d 111,1y l1~1,1e bec11 J)l,lL't:d tl1ere 

RC) \ 1 3(1) 
P ,· ible bt1ri~1] l1c1· . Fot111d <l narro\,, 
,111d deeJ) de1Jre, si lll after raki112. 

tc 11e." ~• fe\\' i11L t1t: h\?lO\\' tl1t.: urt "let: 

,, ht,; re l1e '1d ~111d loot"' to11e 111i gJ1t be. 

ote: DAR ha la t r1an1e a Boyer. 

.. ote: Tl1e DAR 1 i~t \ 0~1nicl a a 
Li c tit c r1 ant . 

1a)' be ht1rial for 1ar)' Dr1~J...ell. 
Further re~earcl1 11et;Cled. 
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ROW 3(J) 
IN MEMORY 

OF 
PATRICK 0. DRISKELL 
who died FebY. 26th A.D. 
1847; Aged about 35 Years 

''Death enters & there's no defence 
His time there's none can tell. '' 

Footstone: P. 0. D. 

ROW 4(A) 
In 

memory of 
Sallie Agusta, 

daughter of James L. 
& Sarah E. Chapline 

who was born 
Mar. 24th 1852, & 

died Feb. 11th, 1853 
''She was a germ, a heavenly germ 

Placed here on earth to bloom 
To bud & ere the blossom come 

To sleep within the lamb.'' 
Footstone: S. A. C. (fallen) 

ROW 4(B) 
(stem and leaves) 

ROSEANN 
dau. of A.J. & Lavinia A. 

Waldick 
Died Feb. 26, 1867 

Aged 1 y'r 8 m's 
7 d's. 

Footstone: R. A. W. 

The Magazine of the 

Note: Caskey has died 1817, and it 
may be. DAR has Patrick listed as 33 
years of age. 

Note: DAR has born in 1832. 
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Descendants of William Chapline 

Elizabeth Keech Alder 

Abraham 
Chapline 

Fey l=:f 
Isaac 

Chapline 
1785 • 1861 1766 - 1832 

Isaac William 
Chapline 

1808 - 1808 

James Augustus Elizabeth Swam 
Chap line t= Latimer 

1809-- 1849 - 1874 

[2] Anna Elm.beth [ 1 J Joseph Augustus 
Chap line t::::t Chap line 

1834- 1832-

l-aac Thomas 
Chaplino 

1837 - 1876 

I.aaac W. 
Cbapline 

1818 -

Margaret 
Chapline 

1841 - 1881 

Thomas Augustus 
Mcl(evitte 

1865 -

Isaac 
Cbapline 

1756- 1810 

Judith S. 
Latimer 

1797 • 183S 

William 
Cbapline 

Unknown 
Cbapline 

Blender 
l=t - 1809 

James Latimer Sarah E. 
Warfield 

18S2 - 18S3 
Chapline ~ 

1821 .. 

John T. 
McKevitte 
1839-1867 

John Alexander 
McKevitte 
1867 - 1868 

Sallie Agusta 
Chapline 

Abraham 
Cbapline 

1790 - 1834 

Charles J. 
Cbapline 

1823 -

AnneReb(;cca 

Alder 
1792 - 1855 

Eleanor R. 
Chapline 

182S -

Mary V. 
Chapline 

1828 -

AbrahamB 
Cbapline 

1830 - 1830 

[ J] Joseph Augumis [2J Anna Elizabeth 
Chapline t:::t Chapline 

1832 - 1834 -
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Cornerstone of the Modern Civil Rights 
Era: The 1906 Niagara Movement 

Conf ere nee at Harpers Ferry 

by P. Dougla Perk 

'' ... 011e of tl1e greczte~<;t ,neetings 
tl1c1t A111e1·ic·c111 Neg,·oes ever l1elcl . ... '' 

W.E.B. Du Boi 

·"1\ 1lt1rcl1in , to a 'lonument to Freedon1'' b)' Richard H. Fitzhugh. 

Tl1c . 1c:12,1r,1 1c,, cr11ent h,1, been ret"'er·1·ed to a .. the ""Corne1·')to11e of 

tilt: 1l oclc1·11 i\1il R1 gl11" lo\1en1er1t i11 111crica.~ Whe11 plan11ing for the 

11 d . 1 a La r ,1 1 o \1 > 111 en t .. o r1 fer l: 11 c e he g an.. John Robe rt C 1 if ford.. a 

1>. I ti_la ()(·rk. i ,\ lifclo11f! reside11t l>f Jeffer. t1 11 C>t1nt)' . He ,,,,l "' e111pl C>) cc.I b)' the 

J ·ffi r . 11 ot111t) \ Ll1ocJI ) :tc111 for O\'t: r 0 ) ears. ,,1c)rki11g ir1 tt1e Bo,trcl Offi ,e at the end of 

l1i .. l ntire 1l1cr ~. I t i .., ·t1n·~11t c111pl )'Cr i lht· Jeffe1 ()fl ot111l)' tu,ct1111 . v,1herc hi" kno,vletlge 
of lo al l1i t r~' i~ a gr ',ll a . et. Ht: cr,1ed J ll1e 1 iae,1 r ,1 "urrict1lt1111 . 11cc1a}1 t <)f the 
1 ' ,1tio11:1l I ark ~ ~r,,i t=. Harper .. ~~If)' 1atic 11al l~1,toric,1l Park. duri11g tl1cir C~ 11tennial 

0111111er11orati 11 of 1l1t Nir,gar,, 110 ement. 



108 The Magazine of the 

member of the conference organization committee and the first African 
American attorney in West Vi1·ginia, helped persuade other Niagara 
leaders to select Harpers Ferry as the site for their first meeting on 
Ame1·ican soil. Clifford, who lived nearby in Martinsburg, West 
Virginia, was also the publisher of a national African American 
newspaper, the Pioneer Press. 

Harpers Ferry would be selected as the location for the Second 
Niagara Movement Conference for several reasons. Harpers Ferry's 
natural beauty has been an attraction for centuries. In 1783 after visiting 
Harpers Ferry, Thomas Jefferson wrote in his Notes on the State of 

Virginia, ''The passage of the Patowmac through the Blue Ridge is 

pe,--haps one of the most stupendous scenes in Nature ... this sce,ie is 

worth a voyage across the Atlantic. '' Located in a beautiful area that 
was rich in history, Harpers Ferry was an attractive destination for 
Niagara members. On August 11, 1906 a journalist writing for The 

Washington Bee previewing the upcoming Second Annual Meeting of 
the Niagara Movement praised the natural beauty and historic setting for 
the conference, ''Harper's Ferry, at the junction of three states, is one of 

the most beautiful and picturesque spots in America; situated at that 

point of the Blue Ridge, where the rushing waters of the Shenandoah 

dash into the historic Potomac, and combined the rivers cut their way 

thro' the mountains, whose rugged, precipitous sides rise sheer, two 

thousand feet on either side.'' The journalist also reported, ''The 'John 

Brown Fort' is in walking distance. Charlestown, where Brown was 

executed, is a few miles away. In the vicinity are Island Park, Maryland 

Heig/1ts, the Battlefield of Antietam, Shannondale Springs and other 

point~~ of interest. '' Harpers Ferry would provide a stimulating setting 
for important intellectual endeavors. 

One of the more compelling reasons for the selection of Harpers Ferry 
as the site for the Second Niagara Movement meeting was that John 
Brown chose Harpers Ferry as the starting point of his campaign to free 
the slaves. In October 1859, 21 men, including five African Americans, 
followed John Brown to Harpers Ferry where they put into action a plan 
to bring an end to slavery. Brown and his followers took refuge in a 
small brick fire engine - guardhouse that stood at the entrance to the 
United States A11r1ory located in Harpers Ferry. It was in this building 
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011 tl1e 111or11i11g of· Octobe1· 18, I 859, that 11ited tate Marine , under 
ti, c 111111,1nd of· Col. Robert E. Lee, captured John Brown and hi 
rc111,1i11i11g f'ollo~1er~. Bro\\ 11 ,1nd the ~ur i ing raide1·s were ren1oved to 

r1 e~t rb )1 ,tr I e town, i r gin i ,1 (no \\.1 h ar I e.. Town, We~ t Virginia) . In 

t1 ,J ,· I c '->tow 11 B r o w 11 ,1 n d 11 i 111 en w o u I d be tr i e d , c on v i c t e d a 11 d 

e ect1lcd. 

Dt11·ing tl1e i\1 il W,1r tl1e fire engine hot1se became known as John 
B r o \\' 11 • s Fort ,111 d \\ o u 1 d be co 1n e a y 1n b o I o t' freedom for the 
,1bolitic)nist 1110 e111cnt. fter tl1e Civil War i itor· to Ha1·per. Ferry 
of·te11 \ e11t tc) ~ee Joh11 Bro\.\rn' L Fort. The For·t wa~ then moved to 

l1ic"1go t~or tl1e World.\ Colu1nbian Expo ition. In 1895 Mary 
Katl1e1·i11e K er11le Field a W,t ' hington D. C. new paper reporter~ 
~,, pe,1rheaded a 1110 e to have John Browr1' Fort returned to Harper. 
I~ 1Ty f'ro1n hic,1go. The bt1ilding wa. recon. tructed al Buena Vi~ta, the 
f,1rn1 of tl1c lexander Murphy fa1nily. The Mu1-phy Farm is located 

<Jttt .. id of HariJet·._ F 1·1·1• on a bluff overlooking the henandoah River. 
In Jt1l)1 of' I 896 the ational League of Colored Women and the 

·1t icJ11,1I J-.ede1·,:1tio11 of fro- merican Women met in Wa hington, D . 
. and 111erged to f'o1·111 the atio11al A l ociation of· Colored Women. '-

1 a1·1' l1t1 rel, Ter,·el I wa. elected Pre~ident at thei1· fir5t national 111eeti ng. 
H,Jr·riet Tt1br11an~ 1·,111cc E. W. Harper and Ida Bell Wells-Barnett 
j o i 11 c d T r re 11 ,1 t t h i \ me t i n g . B e c a tl e of i t c; .. i g n i f i ca n c e to the 
ctb liti ni '"' l 1110 t:111e11t 1n,1n of the participant 1n,tde the trip fro1n 

'v\' ,1~ l1i11gto11 to H,1rpers e1·r)' and isited Jol111 B1·own' Fo1·t. For thi~ 
()rg,t11izc.1tio11 ~111ci otl1e1· group."' of the abolitioni~ t 1nove1nent, Harper 
Ft;r·r)' i11 ge11er,1I a11d John Bro~n'\ Fort \pecifically beca111e a ite of 

grccll ignific,1nce. Ir1 the words of iagara 1nember Reverdy C. 
R<t11 )111, • 1/1e L'iJJi1·i1 c~f Jo/111 B1·{J\111 !1ec,~k<J11 .\~ 11.~ to c,,,.i~e c111cl seek t/1e 

,-(~ o , e , ._ <J f o 111 • 1 ·i , I 1 t .~ . ' ' 

FcJllo, i11g tl1c ivil \\' ar. F1·ee ill Bapti ,"' t 111i ~ion,1rie from ew 
E 11 g I ,111 I a c q LJ i red , c \ c r ,1 I a cant bu i 1 dings for 111 er I 11 o cc tip i e d by t l1 e 

11 i t e d t '1 l e 1-\ 1· 111 o r )' ,1 t H a r per s F r r )' . T h c b LI i I d i r1 g \ h ad been 
11 "' t1·u ted l pro\ride l101ne t·or ,t nt1111ber of" armor., officials and wer·e 

I o a t d i 11 t l1 a 111 p H i 11 e ti n of H a r11 r, Ferr)' . I n l 6 7 , the , e 
bt1ildi11g f r111 d tt1e , Jre ot' tor r allege .. ,111 integrated \Cl100) opened 
t111d r tl1t; I a I r )1ip o Re\'. tl1a11 ook Br"tckett. De"1g11ed pri111arily 
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to educate former slaves but open to students of all races and both 
genders the College began with 19 students. Over the course of 90 years 
Storer College would provide professional and technical training for all 
its students. 

''We shall assemble at Storer College. The grounds are 
beautiful, the lawns inviting, and there is ample room for all.'' 

W.E.B. Du Bois 

The grounds of Storer College in Harpers Ferry we1~e able to provide 
adequate facilities for a professional meeting. 

Natural beauty, the site of John Brown's Raid, and the home of Storer 
College - Harper Ferry was a perfect place for the Second Meeting of 
the Niagara Movement. As Niagarite Max Barber said, ''A more suitable 

place for the Second Annual Meeting of the Niagara Movement than 
Harpers Ferry would have been hard to find.'' 

In the late 1870's Booker T. Washington gained prominence as an 
African-American leader. Born a slave, Washington established the 
principle of hard work as the cornerstone of his formula for success. To 
illustrate his point Wa hington once wrote, ''There was no period of my 

life that was devoted to play. From the time that I can remember 

anything, almost everyday of my life has been occupied in some kind of 
labor.'' On July 4th, 1881, Washington was named Principal of newly 
founded Tuskegee Institute. The first Negro Convention was hosted by 
Tuskegee Institute in 1892. African-Americans affirmed Washington's 
philosophy of the significance of education, the need to learn industrial 
and agricultural skills, and the importance of character education. In 
September 1895 at the Cotton States and International Exposition held in 
Atlanta, Georgia, Booker T. Washington repeated his support for hard 
work as the key to success for African-Americans and his opposition to 
agitation. 

However, not all African-Americans supported Washington and his 
philosophy. One of Washington's mo t outspoken critics was W. E. B. 
Du Bois. Du Bois had studied for two years at the University of Berlin 
in Germany and earned a Ph. D. from Harvard University in 1895. His 
personal experience and his research into the conditions of African-
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111eric,111 i11 tl1e nited tate Jed Du Boi to b lie\·e that the policy of 
acc.,on1111()dation cld\1ocated b BcJoker T. Wa. hington would not ecure 
c1t1ality. lr1"tet1d Dt1 8()i " ,1rgued that 011ly by obtaining the civil right 

guaranteed b)1 tl1e 011 titutio11 wot1ld African-American truly 
, •... \l' ·11,·e 1l1e Ble~\'l~i11g s f~f Li/Je1·t) ... '' for the1n el ve . In Du Boi ' 
opi11ior1 l1ard \\ ork \.\1a. personally ~ atisf ying but would not by it elf be 
·,1p,1ble of ~te111111ing tl1e 1not,nting tide of raci . 1n. Du Boi felt that 
1111ply ignori11g l)1nching and otl1er act~ of' racial violence would not 

n1a~t: lhe111 go a Wcl)' . 

De11i d th opportunil to meet publicly in Buffalo, ew York, in the 
. u111111cr ot' 1905, . E. B. Du Boi " con ened a 111eeting of 29 African-

111erica11 ir1tel Jectu,11 leaders aero~ the iagara River in Erie Beach. 
Ontario, ft11adc1. The pu1·po')e of thi hi . toric meeting wa. to put 
t()g ther f111 ,1ctio11 plan for ending racial di ~crimination. Du Boi was 
~011\1 i11ccd tl1al di~cri111ination would 11ot be ended by following Booker 
T. ,1 l1i11gtor1 ~ ~ 1Jolicy of accon1111odation. In, tead Du Boi advocated 
a pol icy of co11f·1·ontation. Inl pi1·ed by the tirele~ nergy of iagara 

~•1 Is ,111d becat1~e of the ~·111ighty current,, of prote\t they wi hed to 
unlea ~h .. tl1e group called thetn el\·e~ the iagara Move1nent. 

t tl1e 1905 iagara Meeting a new trategy wa developed. 
ongre\ \ ould be lobbied to bri11g an end to Jin1 Crow law . Attention 

\VOt11d he 1·c)CU\ecl 011 occurr nee .. of racial violence. The exi "' tence of 
"t= co 11 d -c l ~1 \ \ \ ~ par a t e c i ti Le 11 . hi p for f 1· i can -A 111 er i can~ w o u 1 d be 
p1·otc tcd. Dt1 Boi "~ \Vould 11ot ,1it for the evolution of' freedo1n and 
e q LJ ,1 I i t )' b Lt t \ Cl ti Id in~ tea d mo\ e for i mm e di ate e. tab I i ~ h men t of f LI 11 
citi1c11 l1ip 1·igl1t" for frica11- 1n ric,in . 

11 e '011d • 1,1gara 0\1e1ncnt onf· rence held at Harper Ferry 
111ccti11g \\1 ·1, 11ot \\10rtl1 f·or a nt1n1ber of 1·ea 011 . B 1 the time of the 
1\ l 1 g ti , t I 9 0 6 1 ,1 2 ,1 r a 'I o v e 111 e n t m e e ti n g a t H a r p e r e 1-r y i t s 
111 111b 1·. l1ip 11,1(1 i11crea ._ ed i11 11t11nber. Tl1e 1905 1neeting wa held at 
1 i,1g(11·~1 t=atl . 11t,11·ic). Tl1 1906 111eeting 'A' a the fir~ t to be held 011 tl1e 

~ 

o i l or· t l 1 11 it d tat e of 111 1~1 c ,l. I 11 ~1 d di ti on , the I 9 0 6 ,nee ting at 
Harper l .. cr1·. , \\1a: c:l pt1bli, 111~ ti11g. The 1aga1·a all\ 111eeting l1ad 
b 1111 Id i11 11·i\1,1te. ear l,1ter he111·eflccting upon tl1e 111eeti11g held 
o r1 t 11 l1 i ~ t 1· i , r o t111 d . f, to r r o J I e g e D u B o i \ a i d , • • ... i, J .', t e c, cl rJ f 

111<~ , ,;,, 1 i11 s· c 1·e1 \1 e 111 ,, , OJJe11I_) ... c111ll l1c1cl i11 .. ~i 1111ficc111c·e (f 11c11 i11 
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numbers one of the greatest ,neetings that American Negroes ever held . 

... And we talked some of the plainest English that had been given voice 

to by black men in America.'' It should be stressed that fourteen years 
before the adoption of the 19th Amendment, the men of the Niagara 
Movement welcomed the participation of women as full members. In 
their eyes equality was not a function of gender. 

One of the more emotional moments of the meeting occurred on 
Friday, August 17th - ''John Brown Day." At 6:00 A. M. the Niagarites 
walked to the Murphy farm where John Brown's Fort had been 
reconstructed. As they approached the grounds of the Fort, the 
Niagarites removed their shoes as a sign of reverence before walking up 
to the building that was the final refuge for John Brown and his men. 

In ''An Address to the Country,'' written by Du Bois and delivered at 
Harpers Ferry by Lafayette M. Hershaw on Sunday, August 19th, Du 
Bois made public the intention of Niagarites to work to attain full 
citizenship rights. Du Bois wrote, ''We will not be satisfied to take one 

jot or tittle less than our full manhood ,·ights. We claim for ourselves 

ever)' single right that belongs to a freeborn American, political, civil, 

and social; and until we get these rights we will never cease to protest 

and assail the ears of America.'' Du Bois outlined several demands. 
The first demand was the right to vote. In Du Bois' words, '' ... with the 

right to vote goes everything ... '' Du Bois also demanded an end to 
discrimination in public accommodations, equitable enforcement of 
laws regardless of race or social class, and federal assistance in 
providing an education for African American children. ''Either the 

United States will destroy ignorance o,~ ignorance will destroy the 

United States.'' 

In the address Du Bois also outlined the means by which these goals 
would be accomplished. ''How shall we get them? By voting where we 

ma}' vote, by persiste,it, unceasing agitation, by hammering at the truth, 

by sacr~fice and work. '' 

These words laid the cornerstone for the modern Civil Rights 
Movement. The strategy was clear: non-violent confrontation would be 
the tool utilized to attain full voting rights, to bring an end to racial 
discrimination, and to secure a sound education for African American 
children. 
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u Bois f~inal \A/Ord s at Harper~ 
C l ll fl l f )1 : 

rr ~ounded a challenge for the 

We appeal t<J tlze you11g 111e1z a,id women of this ,zation, 
to t/10 ·e lv /1 0 ~ e 110 tril are 11ot yet befouled by greed and 

11 obber a11d ,·acial 11arrow1ze : ta,zd up for the right, 
prove your.5elve~~ l'vo,·thy of your heritage and whether born 

ort/1 or So1,th dare to treat me,z as men. 
a1111 ot t/1 e 1zatio1z that ha absorb ed ten million 

J 01·eig11 er~ i11to it political life witlzout catastrophe absorb 
te 11 1nillio11 egro 1nerica11 i,zto that ame political life at 
le co t tlza,z tlz eir 1,11ju t a11d illegal exclusion will 
i11 voli e? 

Tl1e iaga ra O \ m nt would n1eet th ree more time after their 
l1 i " to 1· i 111 e t i 11 g i n H a r p e r F r r y . I n 1 9 0 7 they m et i n B o to n 

~1 \ 'lchu~ tt~: in 190 th n1et in Ob rlin, Ohio: and in 1909 the final 
n1 eti ng \\ ,ls held in 

I \' 111 r1t Ct) i ncid d 
th d \1ar1ccInent ( 

JO in the P ,1nd 
• 1ag,1ra O\ e 111e nt 1n 

a ls]e Cit .. ew Jer. ey . The end of the iagara 
ith the beginning of the ational A ociation for 

P). Du Boi encouraged iagara member, to 
P fot1nder, welcomed the pioneer of the 

ontinuing the , truggle for Civil right . 
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The Search for the 
''Old Negroe Burying Ground'' 

by Carmen Creamer 

In 2003 , I conducted historic archaeological research as a consultant 
for a proposed development, named Potomac Crossing, in the 
Shepherdstown area. 1 Several citizens had raised concern about the 
project's impact because Bedford, home of local Revolutionary War hero 
Daniel Bedinger, had once been located in the proposed project area. 
Bedford is well known to local Civil War historians a one of several 
homes in Jeffer on County to be burned by the Union Army; the 
destruction of her ancestral home cau ed Henrietta Bedinger Lee to write 
a oft-quoted, calding letter to General David Hunter regarding his 
infamous actions. 2 Bedford was recorded a an archaeological site 
( 46JF I 07) in a report completed by Charle Hulse in 1991 on Jefferson 
County African-American cemeteries, described a a '' ... Pre-Civil War 
house site with Berlinger family cemetery and slave cemetery and slave 
components. '3 Hulse identified another site ( 46JF106) on the Bedinger 
property, described in an 1812 Jefferson County deed between Abraham 
Shepherd and Daniel Bedinger as '' ... the old negroe burying grounds ... "4 

Hulse thought the ite was '' ... probably a cemetery for industrial or 
dome tic slave from Shepherd town."5 A a result of these concerns, 
historic research was conducted to determine the archaeological potential 
of the Potomac Cro sing project area. 

Carmen Weber Creamer came to Jefferson County after a fifteen year career in hi toric 
archaeology, most notably as Philadelphia' s City Archaeologi t. She lives at historic Locu t 
Grove Farm with her husband John and on Philip. She has worked at the Jefferson County 
Mu eum, erve on the Jeffer on County Landmark Commi ion and on the Jefferson 
County Hi torical Society Board. 
1 Carmen Creamer and Adam Novak, Historic A,~chaeological Resources Manageme11t 

Summar;,·: Potoma c Cross ing Project. Prepared for Elizabeth Ander on 
Comer/ Archaeology November 25, 2003. 

2 The letter is reprinted in it entirety in Millard Bu hong, Historic Jefferso11 Coi,111)1
, (Boyce, 

Virginia: Carr Publishing Co., Inc. , 1972) pp. 232-234. 
3 Charles A. Hul se, The 1990-91 Jeffe,·son County, West Virginia African-Amer·ican 

Cemetel)' Surve)'. (Shepherd town, West Virginia: Shepherd College Cultural Resource 
Management Report #16, 199 I), pg.43. 

4 Jefferson County Deed Book 7: 145. 
5 Hulse, 1991. 
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Hist >ri re earcl1 ~cJnducted r·ro111 a11 archaeological per pecti '\ e differ~ 
r·ro111 otl1er l)'pc <)f research. 011 011e level~ it i not po sible to know 
\\1l1,1t \\1i]] \t1r,1ive belo ground. an factor. affect the pre .. ervation of' 
111::1tcri,1Js bell)\\' grou11d - \Oil Ph~ cli1natic condition~, e pecially freezing 
,inti tl1,1vt1 i11g of' the grotind~ a11d 1nany oth r ariable that have not be n 

r c(1n11cJ t be qu,111tified b)' ,11·chaeologi~ts. Thi , i\ wh • ground trttth' i11 

tl1e forrn of~ e ca,1,11 ior1 re111ain~ th 1nain method by which archaeo]ogi, t 
gather their ir1t._01~1nation. Ho\.\'ever, ~ome archaeologist , ha e developed a 
\Cri ~ of' di fr'erent t chnique, f'or learning about historic ite . While 
Iii toric record "' re111ain ,t~ in1porta11t to the archaeologi t a they are to the 
l1istoria11, a di f'f'erent 'et f record\ appeal to the archaeologi t, who want 
to docu111e11t tl1e chronolog of land u e. Tl1i i L e pecially important for 
the _Otl1 a11d ... I \l centt11·ie ~, wh n land u e ha e changed more rapidly 
,1r1d ofte11 created ,1 g1·eate1· de~tru tion of archaeologi al re ource . The 
f'i1 \l \lep ir1 creati 11g a la11d llL e chronology i to conduct title re earch to 
d ter1nine both land o ner~hip and to collect any info11r1ation that can be 
gle,111ed rcgard111g land u\e. For th Potomac Cro. ing project" it wa 
i111portt111t to rc\c,1rch both the 13.32 acre of the project area a . well a. 
tl1e en tire prop rt;' that for1ned the B dford e. tate. Figure I and 2 

t1111111,1rize the ch,1i11 of title. Th re~ear h 1·e\1ealed that the 13.32 acre 
of Poto111,1c f()\ ir1g project co1np1·i\ d lightl le .. than half of the 
t)rigi 11 al 2 ,1cre\ c)f Bcdt'ord, acquired by Daniel Bedinger mainly from 
t t, e o r g a 11 ~l 11 d h c p h e rd f ,1 111 i l i e L i n t h e a r I 1 8 0 0 .. . F o r t h e 
~1r , l1,1eo log i ~ t it t he11 bec,11ne i n1 portan t to determine where ~ pee i fie 
re, )t1rcc .. ,t1ch a the hou e, \1-.1ere located on th 2 acre property to 
a" rt·1in their pc),\ible locatio11 ithin th project area. 

1\r1otl1 r hi stc)ri • re ot1rc routi11el e ami11ed b archaeologi~ t, are 
111 • 1 p . W l1 i I > 111 [l 11 ~1 r rn ore nu 1n ro u in u r b ,1 n en vi ro nm en t , mo • t 
h i tori • 111 a p s .. e ,, en ,1 t t l1 e o tint I e v e I ha\' the pot en ti a I to y i e 1 d 
valuc:1blt: i11f'c r111,1tio11 ... ever(1I n1apl~ of Jeff r\on ount were prepared in 
tilt: 11i11etee11tl1 , r1tt1r 1: 011 of· the 111 \l valuable by . Howell Brown in 
I ,.. -· B1·0\\111 ,,,,1 tl1 our1t, urv or arid the map ha been judged to be 

r)1 ,l' ·t1rat ".' c 01·di11g to thi 111ap, Bcd1'ord 'Na located a di trance 
f _ 46 f- et l~ro111 , hepl1c rd '-! tO\\' n Pike. Tl1i di , tanc \\, ould place the 

lllC,1ti 11 of tl1e hott e 011 ,1r1othe1· propert .. ' . adjacent to the project area. 
l\\' 11ti th c ~,1tu1·)1 ·1 ri ,11 ph<)tograph of the area 111u traced a dark "lain and 
,:t rt: ~1 c f tr ' ' on t l1 ~ pr ) p rt .. , . i n t e rp r t e d b 1 the arch a e o I o g i \ t "' ~l the 
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Figure 1 
Title Research From 1977 to 1841, 
Jefferson County, West Virginia 

Date Grantor Grantee 

Jon. 3, 2000 Jomes K Mason Springs, 
Hutzler LLC 

Aug. 23, 1977 Robert J. Jomes K. 
Forthofer Jr, Hutzler and 

Robert Vaughn 
Dec. 5, 1973 Jomes K. & Robert J. 

Joyce Hutzler Forthofer, Jr. 

Oct. 16, 1969 Robert P. & Jomes K. 
Ruth Vaughan Hutzler 

Sept. 12, 1969 Harding Parks Robert P. 
Westcott, Jr.; Vaughan 
Dock Samuel 
Simmons II; 
Patricio 
Simmons 

Feb. 23, 1927 Herbert & Louro Benjamin F. 
Hartzell; George Hartzell 
& Pearl Hartzell; 
Rosa & Samuel 
Cooley; Mory & 
Frank Dobbins; 
Norman Hartzell; 
Herbert Rogers 

Feb. 23, 1927 Herbert & Lauro George Hartzell 
Hartzell; 
Benjamin F. & 
Elizabeth Hartzell; 
Roso & Samuel 
Cooley; Mory & 
Fronk Dobbins; 
Norman Hartzell; 
Herbert Rogers 
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Acreage 

13.23, One-Half 
Interest 
13.23 acres, 
Parcel l (Lots l & 2) 
& Parcel 2 
13.23 acres, 
Parcel 1 (Lots l & 2) 
& Parcel 2 
13.23 acres, 
Parcel 1 (Lots l & 2) 
& Parcel 2 
13.23 acres 

5.38 acres 
(Lot l) 

7 .85 acres 
(Lot 2) 

location of the house, also indicated Bedford was located on the adjoining 
property.7 

Twentieth century aerial photographs are another valuable resource for 
archaeologists. The aerial photograph of the project area illustrated 

7 The aerial photograph wa found in the United States Department of Agriculture collection 
located in Beltsville, Maryland. 
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Deed Book Date Grantor Grantee 

94:78'' Dec. 9, 1903 Benjamin & The Cherry Run 
Lutie Hartzell and Potomac 

Volley Railroad 
Company 

• Jon. 31 , 1900 J.F. and Nellie Ben1om1n 
Legge Hartzell 

88:253-5 Jan. 31, 1900 Allen S. & Benjamin 
Jessie Reynolds Hartzell 

0:67-9· • Feb. 11, 1887 David Allen S. 
Billmeyer Reynolds 

K:2 74-5 Jon. 2, 1882 E.J. Lee's Shenandoah 
Executors Valley Railroad 

I: 15 6-7' • f eb. 18, 1881 N.S White & David Billmyer 
J. S. Brogno,er, 
Special 
Commissioners 

25:468-9.'. Morch 1, 1842 Edmund J. & Cassius F. lee 
Henrietta lee 

25:358-60. • Dec. 21 , 1841 Henry & Edmund J. Lee, 
Marguerite Jr. 
Bedinger 

25:367 Dec. 27, 1841 Sarah Bedinger Henry Bedinger, 
Jr. 

• Transaction described in the previous deed; Book & Page Number not known 
' • Plot Mop included \vith deed 
···Mortgage 

I 17 

Acreage 

1 83 acres 
(Parcel 2) 

13 acres, 38 poles 

13 acres, 38 
perches 
13 acres, 38 
perches 

' 783 feet by 66 
feet - Railroad 
Right-of-Woy 

22 acres, l rood, 
32 perches and 
2-1/4 perches 

About 28 acres -
Bedford 
2 8 acres, l rood, 
18 poles -
"Bedford'' 

About 28 acres -
Bedford 

criti 'al l,t11d u e 111f ormation. 11 orchard wa i, ible. covering mo t of 
tl1 pr ject aretl. ~it i. it b an archaeologi t indicated the ground 
~ ti r l' ,1 h ad b t: e 11 I e v l e d f'o r a bar and park i n g l o t . Lo ca I p e op I e 
i11ter,1i \\' d by tl1e archaeologi t indicated the bar w,1 built in the I 960, . 

0111c outbuilding') related to Bedford 111a have been located in the 
proje 't area. but gr und d1 turban er ated b orchard re111oval and 
le,1eling the gr<)und for th cc)n truction of th bar probably de troyed 
111 t archae logical r 1nain. . Becat1se of all of the 20th century 
di turba11cc . ,1, \\1ell a, ,1id n e 1n other h1 toric do ument that building 
111aterial \\'ere al\1ag d fron1 th :it b th fa111il)' , oon aft r Bedford 
bur11 d in J 6-+. ar 'haeologicc1l r urc related to the "ite (46JF107 ) 
id -ll11tifi db. ' I-Jul~ v., red t r111ined to ha e little importance. 

~ a111i11ati n f 111ap and the aerial pl1otograph did not indicate a 
l 'atio11 f r th l'a rnil cem t f)' at Bedf .. ord. L,1ter de cription ot~ the 
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Figure 2 
The Parcels Comprising Beford* 

Deed Book Date 

Berkeley Dec. 6, 1788 
County Deed 
Book 8:353-4 

Jefferson Sept. l 0, 1805 
County Deed 
Book 3:84-5 

Jefferson Aug. 7, 1809 
County Deed 
Book 5:256 

Jefferson April 20, 1812 
County Deed 
Book 7: 145 

Jefferson Oct. 13, 1813 
County Deed 
Book 8: 14 9-50 

Jefferson August 3, 1815 
County Deed 
Book 9:84-5 

* Doniel Bedinger, Grantee on all deeds 
* * Previous Owner, according to deed text 
***Original Land Grant from Fairfax 

Grantor Grantee 

John Shepherd Thomas 
Shepherd (222 
acre parcel)*** 

Daniel Morgan Abel Morgan** 

John Mork John Shepherd** 

Abraham 
Shepherd 

George Feamon Abraham 
Shepherd** 

George & Abraham 
Mory Feyman Shepherd** 

**** Lot 193 was left to one of Doniel Bedinger's daughters, Susan Bedinger Cornwall 
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Acreage 

5 acres & 17 poles, 
located to the west 
along Town Run 

4-1/ 4 acres, located 
on the southwest edge 

l acre, 1 rood & 18 
poles, near Town Run 

1/2 acre, adjacent to 
the Shepherd line & 
lot l 93, in 
Shepherdstown**** 

l/2 acre, adjacent to 
the Shepherd line 

3 acres & 11 poles, 
adjacent to Princess 
Street 

cemetery by Mary Bedinger Mitchell, a grand-daughter of Daniel 
Bedinger, indicated it probably was located near the existing building, in 
an area that now contains dirt piles and other debris from its construction. 
All of the Bedinger family members buried there were later removed and 
reburied in Elmwood Cemetery in Shepherdstown. However, the 
Bedinger family did own slave , and wills and other documents were 
examined to see how many of these slaves could be identified in historic 
records. Nine slave names were found in Daniel Bedinger' s 1818 will; he 
left all of his slaves to his wife Sarah. Only one of these name was 
mentioned in Sarah Bedinger' s 1845 will and inventory. 8 This indicates 
that at least eight slaves at Bedford were sold, transfen~ed or died between 
1818 and 1848. Some of these slaves may have been buried in the family 

8 Jefferson County Will Book I 0:411 and 10:439. Peggy 'and the re t of her family'' were 
given to Sarah's daugher, Henrietta Bedinger Lee; the other lave were Martha and 
William (de cribed a other children of Peggy),and Fanny and her child Henry. 
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e111eter)' ,1r1d tl1eret·ore may or ma not h,1 e been 1110 ed when the fa1nily 
\\' J\ 1110\cd to ln1 ood. It wa al\o po ~ible that the la e~ were not 
bu1·1ed i 11 the r·arni 1 y cemet ry, but in . tead in the -1.old negroe burying 
grot1nd ' locat d ,1dJace11t to tl1e outh end of the Bedford property. 

Ho'A C\' r, tl1c e act locatio11 of ite 46JF106~ \,the old negroe burying 
grot111d\, ... v.1a, till a 111)'· t r . The I 12 J ff 1·son County deed between 

bral1a111 l1epherd and Da11iel Bedinger with the reference to the burying 
er )L111d Vla~ r·ou11d( : one other reference wa four1d in a deed recorded -
bet\\' e,1 G orge ea1nan ar1d Daniel Bedinger. 1 

() ince Abraham 
l1 e p h c 1· d <) \A/ n c d t h e p o rt i o n o f B e d f o rd c l o e . t t o t he t o w n o f 
l1cpherd ', t \\' n, it a., po . i b le that other deed. frorn Shep herd for 

pr p rt ' urrc)tinding tl1 l t would also 1n ntion the bu1· ing ground . 
Tl1eref 01· . title arche\ w r onducted in both Jeff er on and Berkeley 
c unties f r deed with braham h pherd a~ the granter ( elle1-). Thi\ 
re earch ir1dicated that e ral tran~acti n between Abraham hepherd 
and JCC)1·g Fa 1nan (al o p lled Fe man and Feaman) di cus 'ed the 
bur ing grot1nd ( igure 3). 1 1 

arl d d de ~ cription t .. or rural propertie are notoriou ·Iy ob cure 
and .~ u h de~cripti n~ e i t in this . et of deed. related to th burying 
g1· t111d~ . 01· a1npl ~ 'a hicory t1·ee com r' cannot be identified in the 

u rr 11 t n iron 111 e 11 t . It w a d c id d that inc e the p I'" ope rt y u n de r 
l: a111i nati n ~ a locat d adjace11t to hepherd. town and ince the 
Prince \ tre t a11d a\hington Ile ( treet) inter ection i u ed a a 
rnark r i11 r11ore tl1an 0I1e of" the de d . . the location of the deed can be 
plotted 011 ,1 111oder11 111,1p u ing the int r~ ection which ha changed little 
throt1gh the ear . Thi technique ha. been u.~ ect nu1nerou .. time by 
111 tor1c arcl1 '1e< lt1g1~t to locate "ite\ in the urban enviro111nent. However'\ 
it \\1aL deter111i11ed that th b ~t ba.~ lin to mea. ure frotn wa not the 
Pri 11 , " ,1r1d ' ash i 11gto11 tr t int r cctio11 but i 11 tead the ou thern 
h t1t111dar .. ' ot~ tl1 · B d ford prope rt , which ti I I e i t a~ a property 
bot111d,:tr)' . \ ' t1 n ,11 I tl1e dee(i recitationL were exa1nin d together the)' 
id 11tifi d tl1r e L~ ict ot' th bur.> ing grot1nd. 1 2 ing an 1 41 pl,1t m,lp 
f o L1r1d l iur· i11 g deed re e,1rch ,1 .. a ba e n1ap~ tl1e location of the burying 

9 J ffc 011 Ull t ) l)t>t: 18 :'l(lk 7:1 4~ 
1

' J • f c (>11 t1r1 l ) ' l)c~d l~ook 149. 
1 1 Jcffcr .. r1 un t)' I)ccd 8 ok 7: , __ -4 and 7: 34-6. 
1- Jt 11 t1I I ,1) be n<J ted t ll ft l the cloL exan1ina t ion l)f 1t1c Fe)' rnan-B cdinger deed 

i11 Ii al d ,l pr bl m in lh rt; l>rding o t the dc~d - ,lllOrdi r11! l() the deed rcc1t,ttion. 
l3edinger pt1r hr, e I 111 a111 a re and 11 p(lle pr(>pcrt)' l\\' ice in tcad <Jt purchJ, tng it 
r111d a .. / a f(; p~tr el. 
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ground was mapped by Vladimir Antonov of Resource International, 
referencing an old plat map of Shepherdstown for the location of lot 
numbers and road locations. 

The examination of this location on the ground brought the 
archaeologists to the site of the f orrner Apple Products Company. The 
Apple Products Company was an apple packing plant operated in the 
early twentieth century, adjacent to the railroad tracks and southeast of 
the Princess and Washington Streets intersection. One building still 
remains standing from this complex and is currently in use (Figure 4). An 
examination of the area around this building indicates the site was 
extensively leveled for construction of the plant, de troying all evidence 
of the ''old negroe burying ground." The plant was built on a rocky 
ridgeline that runs roughly north to south, and is paralled by the railroad 
tracks to the west. It is thought that the site was originally used as the 
negroe burying ground because of its undesirable topography; it is also 
possible that a small community of African American houses stood 
nearby. 13 Modem land use pressures made the property desirable in the 
twentieth century, when modern equipment made it easier to level the site 
for building. The old negroe burying ground went the way of many 
historic features of our landscape, obliterated for modem purposes. 

The story of the ''old negroe burying ground'' has a postscript. Some 
months after we found the location of the burying ground, I was 
discussing the project with local historian Jim Surkamp. Jim told me 
about a old newspaper story he had read about the construction of the 
apple packing plant. He said that local African American residents had 
protested the construction of the plant, because they knew of the existence 
of the graveyard. They also predicted a dire end of the plant if they 
destroyed the graveyard. In a way, their predictions came true. The 
Apple Products Company remained on the property for a much shorter 
period of time that the ''old negroe burying ground." 

1 3 While there is no direct historical evidence of an African-American community, Abraham 
Shepherd, who owned the land, was aware of the presence of the ''old negroe burying 
ground'' when he sold the property. The use of the land was with his knowledge and 
approval. He may have allowed African Americans to have hou es on this land as well. 
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Fig11re 3 
hepl1erd/Fa .. man/Bedinger Tran actions 

1\ /;1·<1l1r1111 )/1e1Jl1e1·t! trJ l)t111 iel /Je(/i 11ge ,·. A1J1·. 20. I 812, De<'{/ BrJ<Jk 7: 145 
... ( 11 J)i cc or p,1rccl ot la11cl lyi11g in tl1e count)' af ore\a1d and adjoining tl1e road lea\1ing 
fro111 l1epht:rd TtJ\\' tl to Cl1,1rlc._ To'A'n. Begin11ir1g at a hicory tree corner of the ~aid 

t1cpt1er l lar1d/11c:,1r tl1e (lid I1egroe bur)1 ing grou11d~ tl1ence rL1r1ning orth 33 Ea t twenty 
si # p()lc to an a tiger t1<>le 111 a r(lck b) the \tdc of the road afore .. aid Thence orth 20 
\\' est eiglit pc lcs al(111g tl1e ~,1id road to a stone thence outh 21 We t Thi rt} one and a11 
l1alf pc)le lf) tl1e Beginni11g Contrtining Eight)' pole , or half a11 acre be tl1e aine more or 
lt:,"S ... 

IJ1·al1r1111 Sl1eJJl1e1·(J to C<~<J1·ge fr"'<1_,1r1t.111. Jc111. 2 .. 5, /813. De£'d Book 7:332-_134 
... bt:gi11ning tit a pll\l. ~ en tentl1 of a pole wc'it '? from the point where the east ide of 
Prir1l:c,, \trcct i11ter\cct, tl1t:: outer li11e of W,1 h1ngton Alley then leaving the po t and 
rt1r1nir1g 20 (degree I W 12 pc)le, lt) a ,take in Daniel Bedinger line thence with h1 line 
~ 70 1 /4 [degree"] 9 7 / IO pole to a post in ~aid line tl1ence 29 3/4 [ degree. l E3 8/ l 0 
(Jl)lc~ to ,l po,t tl1cnc:e .. 65 [ degree ] E 5 9/10 pole to a take in aid Bedinger line 
tl1ence \\'itl1 l1i: line r , er ed 21 [degree ] E 27 7/10 pole to a po t in .. aid Bedinger 
li11c tl1t:nce ('?)(degree,) Vv' 18 5/10 pole .. to the beginn ing co11taining about 3 acre!-> and 
I I pole.: ... 

;t1c,1·ge Fe)1111<I11 t<J Dc111iel Becli11(?e1·, A11g .. 1. /8/ _5, Deecl BofJk 7:84-85 
... a ert,1i11 pit;CC }f parcel of Land (being the an1e wh1ch wa. Conveyed to the aid 
r=e)•111a,1 b)' br~tha111 hephcrd~ a per Deed Recorded ,lt January Court 1813 adjoining 

l1e1 t1crd .. TO\\' tl~ ,111d b{)U11ded a fc)llo\\ s to wit: Beginning at a Locust po t e en tenth 
of a pole \\ c,L \\'<trd l )' fro111 the po,t \\'here the ea t ide of Prince. ~ Street inter ect the 
scJL1t l1 sidt of n11 ~1lley' - thc11ce rttnning 20 l degree ] W 2 poJe to a Lombardy poplar 
tret!. i11 tl1c li11e cf s,1id Bcd1ngcr otl1er l,1nd thence \Vith hi line 70 _ [degree ] E 9 
7/ I l) JJOIC~"' t , a \tor1e 111 the 'aid li11c . Marked GF The11ce quitting ~aid line and ru11ning 
.... 9 _ (dt:grce,] E 1 . /:i pl1lc to a tone Marked A ['?] Thence 65 [degree ] E 5 9/10 
(>ol ~ l(> a rock larked 8 adjoining the Land of the aid Bedinger: thence ~'ith 
hi.: line 21 (degree .. ] E 27 7 / 10 pole to a po t near the ea\tem end of the alley above 
111enti<)l1cd: the11ct.: \\1itl1 tl1e aid II~)' 65 [degree\] W 16 5/10 pole~ to the beg1ning. 

r1tair1i111! three f1cIc, <l11d Ele, en p<>lc be the an1e 111ore or le,c;, ... 

1\ IJ1·r1/1{1111 , ll<!/Jl1c' 1·t/ /(J Ge(>,~~e Ft1)11I1<111. lt111 25. l c~l _1. Dee(/ Bo<Jk 7:334-336 
... J ttr el of la11d ~1dj()ining l1c1)hcrd .. T0\\.' 11 ,111d boundecJ a follo\x., (to wit) Beginning at 
a p >St cor11cr of I ... t t) I 1 ('?187 J) the point l)f i11tcr\ect1on of tv.,o alley~ thence with an 
alle)' li11e 11_s ((lc~rc·e IE 35 -/1() 11ole tc) a pot ~uppcl ed to be in an alley thence \\' ith 
~1l1c_ ' li11e (1S 1/4 (degrt:e ] 49 1/10 pt>Je tel a po,t thence S 25 [degree] W 28 pole~ 
to a ~to11e th~r1ce 56 / I degree, I E 49 /IO 11olc lo the beginning Containing 9 acre 2 
r d a 11 d _"' pol t: . . . 

Get11·lt<' I· , a,11(111 10 D{111il1 l lJt,cli11,~e1·, 0 t 13, I 8 I .1. Dee(l Book : 149 
... l3el!i1111i11g at a l<>r1e at tl1e r1orth \\ c,t corner c)f the old . ~egro burying ground (\1.rh1ch 
orn r I dc,1~n,tlecl b)' ~1 post in the Deed fro111 1\br,1har11 .. hcpherd and l:.lcnor hi Vlife to 

the ,,1 J 1--~1)•r11an \\1hi h D~cd \\' ~1s ()rdert:d to be rectlrded 1n Januc.1f)' la t) thence running 
c>uth 6- [d re ~ .. '" ) 142a t 5 9/ 10 pol • to a . tone in the line on aid Bedenger. line 

then ' ,,,ith th aid li11 orth -1 [d gr ] "'a t 27 7/10 pole to a po. t ,it the gate 
11 ar le \\111: th :.11 c ir1 ,1 dirccti(ln t0\\1~1rd \V 126 feet to a tone near the pring and from 
then e to lh~ Be 0 inr1ing 'Or1taininc about three Boo ls of land or three quarter, of an acre 
be the aI11c 111 re or l ,.ss ... 
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Figure 4 

.... , J _,, 

\ 

Site of the ''Old Negro Burying Ground'' today. 
The brick building is all that remai,zs of the Apple Products Company industrial 
co,nplex; former site of t/1e '' old neg,--oe bu tying ground. '' 

• 
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Notes and Sources 
Manumission Papers 

ontributed by Carmen Creamer 

Tl1e f'<)l 1 ow i 11g tr,1r1scri ption i~ of \Otne paper I ocated in a white 

11otebook t1ot1sed i11 the Cl,lrke ounty. Virginia clerk' . office. It i. my 
t111der. tar1dir1g thttt the ·c paper\ ~ ere f'ound in cleaning the ba. e1nent 

~ veral y'et1rs t1go. l1ilc the 11otebook cont,1ined a nt1mber ot .. paper , 
)11I ) ' tl1o~e perti11e11t to Jeff er. on County are transcribed b·elow. 

[ fl t l1 e O ll l \ 1 de ] 
oln )' Luc,1 ~ • ~ 
re P'tpc1· 

l b re11 wed b)' 
Or·dt;1· ti rt 

I 46 1,trc11 Te1·111 JJr<.> 
dt1ced i11 ot1rt e a111ined 
r·ot111d to be correct ord 
to be r 11e\ c d certified ,ls 
C<J1·r ct 

op1cd 7 certified 

[ i 11 : i cl e J 
IL rk Ofti 'e ( f' tl1e cou11l) court irginia Jeffer~on Cou11ty ct 

I~e2:1 ter CJ. 4 7 6 
'-

ol11e)' Lltl'tt,~ a bl~1ck 1na11, 2 ..... ye~lr "' old the 25th of~ la~t Month~ 

1 x te ~t l1i gl1. 11,1 11c) 111ark~ or car\ .. except on the left tl1u111b .. which 
i. ,1 littl d1,tigt1rc<l .. pr<)\1ed b tl1e oatl1 of:- Mo 'e T. McCurty in 

C) t1rt ve .. l ~rd~l)' to he t·re.e bon1. 
Re~• tered , 1<1rch _31·d. l 36. pt1r t1~int to an order of' Court 

111,1de )' C" ercla)' . 
Te " le 

a,11I J. Cra111er .. c.c 

I~ ~ ~1,11t1 I J. ra111 r. lerk (lf the ot111ty ourt of Jeft'er,on in 
\ 1irgini,1. hercb)' ' 11if tt1at tl1e foregoi11g is a true cop., r·ron1 
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the Records of said Court. 
Given under my hand & the seal of said Court this 18th day 

of April, 1836. 
Sarni J. Cramer, c.c. 

attest 
John Yates, J.P. 
[note on back] 
Ask Mr. Moore to state who set Volney Lucas free & when he was 
liberated. 

[single page] 
Atteste 
Jacob Isler 
A Justice of the Peace for Clarke County 

Virginia 
Clarke County Set 

At a Court held for the County of Clarke on Monday 
the 23rd Day of March 1846 Sarah (called Sarah Thornton appeared 
in Court with a Certificat of her Register made by the Clerk of the 
County Court of Jefferson which being examined and found to be 
correct is ordered to be certified. And is is ordered that the said 
Sarah Thornton be registered by the Clerk of the Court. 

In Testimony Whereof I, John Hay Clerk of the Court of the 
County aforesaid have hereunto subscribed my name and 
affixed the Seal of said Court the 6th Day of April 1846 and 
in the 70th Year of the Commonwealth. 

[single page] 
Virginia 
Jeffer on County Set No. 327 

John Hay 

Sarah calling herself Sarah Thornton a Negro Girl a dark Mulatto 
[?] Eighteen Years the 17th Day of May 1830, is five feet five 
Inches high and has no apparent marks, is free as appears by an 
Indenture dated on the 8th Day of May 1824 and filed in the Clerks 
Office of the County Court of Jefferson, binding the said Sarah then 



J\;ff ·r~o11 Ol111t ) ' I { j t o ri ,11 • 
0 JCl \ ' • 

·1g d I_ Ye,11·" by J o l111 T A Wa~hi11gto11 & Richard Williain~, a 
verseers of tl1e Poor· of -- aid Cot1nty to Thornas [?ation] until She 

conies to tl1c ge of~ ightec11 Year\ . 
Rcgi .. tered in n1y Office thi\ 22nd Day of June 1830 

. J . ra 111 er C C 
t11.1 e opy 

Oll 11 l 

ttestc 
Jacob I ]er 

Te\te 
Jo hn Hay Clk of th e Court of Clarke 

Jt1st1 ce c)f the Peace for Clarke County 
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Summer Picnic 

Millbrook 

The 2006 summer picnic was 
held on August 9th, the second 
Wednesday in August, because of 
a conflict with the Jefferson 
County Farm Bureau/Chamber of ~ 

Commerce picnic on the usually­
scheduled first Wednesday. About 
200 members and guests gathered 
at Millbrook, the historic home 

Tl1e Magazine of the 

Photos courtes)' of Jinz GIJ1n1p/1 

established by the Billmyer family in the l 700's as part of a small colony 
of homes built around the Billmyer Mill which operated during the 
colonial era. It has been said that on the retreat from Antietam, Stonewall 
Jackson or Lee made it his temporary headquarters. Millbrook, as it i 
known today, was the home of Martin Billmyer and his wife, Susan 
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Th ~ mokehou e at Millbrook 

icl1ode111us Bill111)er. The rai~ed thirteen children here. Martin 
Bill111 er 1767-1 39) a ~ one of the first O\~/ner~ of the 1nill and i 
ge11erally 'rcdited with building the 1nill. 

Our ho "t \ ere r. and 1· " . Henry W. MorrO'A' ._ Jr. A delightful 
e\'ening \\1,1 e11jo} d b all. Tl1 ath r wa~ pert'ect~ tl1e . etti11g wa. 
111agniiic nt a11d the f'ood \ a. deliciou . . After f a ti11g on fried chicken~ 
harbec1t1t,; a11d I 111011,1de pro\ 1d d b agnolia Tree a11d an out ·t,1nding 
,1. Clrt111 11t ot· dclect#1ble pot-luck disl1e\ brol1ght by the guest~~ Vve toured 

the hot1~---e. \. t1cl1 ·1 good ti111e \\1a. h,1d th,lt it \\1a well pa t dark v.1hen the 
l,1 t gt1~ l \\ er1t I10111c. 

'-
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Editor's Note 
First of all, let me apologize for our delay in getting the journal out to 

you. Our plan every year is to mail the proceeding year's journal out in 
January and this year we fell short of that goal. We are changing some of 
our procedures in the look of the journal and in how we mail it and hope 
to make our goal next year. 

Part of our delays sometimes come from how or when articles make 
their way to us. Usually what is going into the next journal is set by 
August or September; submissions that arrive later than that are held until 
the next journal. Some articles can get held longer, depending on 
previous commitments. 

Next year we plan to devote the journal to the Washington family in 
Jefferson County. While the Society has published numerous articles 
about the family in the past, we felt it was time to re-introduce the topic to 
some of our newer members. However, we are looking for new material, 
previously unpublished, and hope you can help us in the quest. 

I sincerely thank all of you who have contributed and continue to 
contribute to our journal. You can contact me at (304) 725-7770. 

Carmen Creamer 


