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'~No man is fit to be entrusted with the control of the present who is 
ignorant of the pa t and no people who are indifferent to their past need 
hope to make their future great. ' 
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Michael D. Thompson, Calendar and Index to Recorded Plats in 

Jefferson County, West Virginia (Virginia) Courthouse, I 801-1901. 
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County, West Vi,-ginia. $49.95 plus shipping and handling. 

Burials in Jefferson County, West Virginia, 1978-97. $18.00 mailed. 
Between the Shenandoah and the Potomac: A Visual History of 

Jefferson County. The video costs $25.00 mailed. 
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A History of the National Conservation 
Training Center Property 

and surrounding area 
Part Two/The Federal Period 

Revision April 2004 

by Dan Everson 

[Editor's Note: Part One/The Colonial Period related the histor)' of 
Native An1erica11s and earl)' Colonial settlers on the Natio1ial 
Cons·e171ation Training Center p,~operty. It appeared in Volume LXX of 
t/1e Magazine of the Jefferson County Hi torical Society, December 2004. 
ApfJe11dices 111e11tioned in this text will appear i11 a later Magazine.] 

Chapter 4 War and Lawsuits Take Their Toll 

17 69 - Remember the Hites? On October 13, twenty years after the 
Hites had filed suit to regain land within the Fairfax proprietary, the 
General Court of Virginia finally took up the case and after ome 
delibe1~ation found in favor of the Hite heirs! and their purchasers on 

Dan Everson is a biologist with the US Fi h and Wildlife Service currently in Daphne, 
Alabama. He pent ten year .. with the National Con, ervation Training Center near 
Shepherd. town, West Virginia. 



Swearingen Family Property 
circa early 1770s 

rn:J Thom as Swearina•n Heirs 
[£] lndlan Van Swearingen acquired In 1769 
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l,111d th,1t l1ad bee11 ur\1eyed but not patented becau of Fairfax. The 
olo11ies \\1ere ,1lread locked in a , t1·uggle \Vith Engla11d that would 

cul111i11ate in tl1e meric,1n Re\ olution, a11d it can be readily unde1·stood 
i1·gi11ia olonia] ourt \\1ot1ld gi,,e precedence to local colonial 

o,1er tl10 e i ~ ued b) cl Lord of· Great Britai11- \\ ho had inherited a 
l10 \\1 ,l 

l 1 1·ar1 t 
b 

Ia11d grar1t r 
TI 1 i 1· t1 l i 11 g 

\\1a1·d d b ,111 Engl1 h 111onarch in di tre . 120 1ears before. 
11t1llit~i d Fairf'ax grantL. on tl1e land~ in que\tion- including 

,lbl)lll 2c 4 ,lcrc h Id b ol. an 'A earingen on Terrapin eek! Fo1· 
1110 t o t tl1 _ 7 llf\1ey, 1 n cont e 11 ti on , th i." i n1 p I )' me a 11 t that proper t 1, 
{) \\I Jl t: f \,,ere \Uppo .. d to p~1 re11t to tl1e Hite heirl rather tl1an Fa11i .. ax. 
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Potential changes of property ownership were rare, but in the case of 
Terrapin Neck, the Hite' s purchaser Browning had never lived there, his 
heirs had never claimed it - but they now owned the land if other legal 
obligations didn't get in the way. (The Hites would later argue that the 
land on Terrapin Neck reverted to them because the Brownings had never 
occupied the property, a requirement for a legal title.) Six months prior 
to this ruling, on 4 April, Van sold 174 acres of the southwestern portion 
of his patented property near Terrapin Neck to his 22-year old son 
Hezekiah for 200 pounds (FCDB 12, p.664) - this property, roughly the 
location of the Lost Drake f ar1n today across the road from NCTC, would 
eventually include RiverView Farm and the river frontage to the north of 
the road. Van also sold his original 210-acre patented property near 
Mecklenburg purchased from the Morgans to son Josiah at about the 
same time (FCDB 12, p.663). The court recognized the myriad potential 
problems with this ruling, and expected a long string of appeals. The 
court therefore put together a fact-finding commission composed of 
lawyers and surveyors from both the Fairfax and Hite parties, their 
assignment to find out who occupied the lands in question, and to 
ascertain how they held title. The commission would spend the next 
several months traveling from farm to farm running urvey lines, 
interviewing the landholders and their neighbors and taking notes on the 
progression of events that led to their ownership of the land. David 
Shepherd, apparently concluding that the ferry business just wasn't going 
to go his way, decided to sell his property known as Pell Mell on the 
Maryland side of the river. He sold it in June 1769 to a Jacob Vandiver 
from Salem, New Jersey (the Vandivers also owned several lots in 
Mecklenburg). The property description this time took pains to explain 
that the survey began at a ''bounded'' black walnut (Fred. Cty Md DB M, 
p339). After Jacob's death sometime between 1772 and 1783, the Pell 
Mell property passed to his daughter Phoebe, who married a Dr. Clarkson 
Freeman. The Vandiver transaction may have been disputed by the 
Swearingens, since there is a record in October 1769 of a lawsuit in an 
Annapolis Court between David Shepherd and Thomas Swearingen, 
presumably over this property transaction. A Col . Thomas Prather, 
previously the sheriff of Frederick County, Maryland, was ordered to 
appear as a witness (Smyth, 1909). As will be seen, Pell Mell had not yet 
seen the last of the Shepherds. Col . Van Swearingen and nephew 
Thomas, Jr, staunch members of the Anglican form of worship (an 
important political consideration in colonial Maryland and Virginia, as 
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011ly 11glic,111 Vv ere eligible for official appoint1nent~) aided the 
org,tr1\ in f'i n i hi r1g the ~to11e Epi copalian Church in MecklenbL1rg 

v..1l1icl1 wa._ bt1ilt on tl1e site of' cl p1·e\1iou log ht1t ti , ed a~ a church. 
irgi11i,1 a11d otl1er Briti~l1 colo11ie ~ by thi time were . trongly critical 

t)f' rece11t Briti sl1 attempt at tax,1tion and ~upport of· armed force in 
111 e r i ca (11n l) n g other co 111 p I a i n l ~ . F o 11 owing the I ea d of co Ion i a I 

gc)\ e 1111ner1t\ i11 Ma\~acl1u~ett~, ew York and Philadelphia the Virginia 
Ht)tl\c t)1 .. Bt1rge~\e " (n1e ting in defiance of the go er11or order to 
cli\\()l\e) \Oted to boycott B1·iti l1 trade good , luxu1·y items and lave ; 
tf1c bO)'COtt ~ 1as largely ignored thi~ year~ but beca111e 1nore et'f'ective in 
1774. Vi1·gi11ian~ were . till indignant a. well, over tl1e British policy of 
,1llo~' ing tl1e Cherokee and other tribes the continued ownership of 
Kc11tt1ck.1r ,tnd other area~ west of the Appalachian . Vi1·ginia la11d 
\J)L:cul,ttor were till hopeful of a L1cce ·sful reve1·sal of p1·ior ruling -: 
~ 1l1ile tl1e Hard Labor Treaty of 1768 with the Che1~okee~ gave the 
\Otttl1er11 I11dia11\ ~O\ ereig11ty O\'e1· Kentucky, the Iroquoi in New York, 
acti11g ,is the ... eld 1· B1·eth1·en ,~ of the Cherokee~ sold the ame la11d everal 
111011tl1 .. late1· to irgi11ia ('or ten thou and pound i11 t1~ade good~. ( 01·th 

\
1e1· t1 s ot1tl1 ~ a 11ot L1nique to the Civil Wa1· period or white. ). The 

P1·i\1 0L1ncil i11 ngland ref u5ed to recognize the suppo~ ed change in 
C) vl 11 er\ 11 i p ~ ~ o t 11 e "p e c u l at or 5 5 ti 11 h ad to bi de the i r ti 111 e . What the 

irg1n1a '-)pect1l,1tor needed now wa. a prete11 e to renegotiate with the 
Cl1er()~Ce Mi11go~ Delaware, ha~·nee and other tribe .. . (. ee Holton 
l 999) 

1770 - Tl1e coL11·t-orde1·ed fact-f~inding Co111mi. ~ion arrived on Terrapin 
1eck. Col. an ~eari11gen ordered the1n off the prope11y and 'would11't 

i1llo\\' ,1111 \Ul-\' C} (lie \\1,l\ ,1ppa1·entl the onl one to do thi out of all the 
l1t111clred\ of~ place. the Corn1111'-) ion \ i~ited.) He claimed he ow11ed both 
~· ide~ c)f tl1e propcrt li11e that no, r11n\ t111der the CTC f'ootb1·idge~ 
i 11 c I Ltd i 11 g t l1 e ... OO-a c 1·e tract he had rec e 11 t l y been granted o 11 Te r1·a pi 11 

cc k.. a 11 d d c 11 i ed that t l1 e court had ,tn y' author i t y to conduct such a 
st11·ve}' ( 1cKa)' 1951 : he had been the heriff' after all a11d k11ew abot1t 
\Ucl1 tl1i11~~. r1eigl1bor \Vho \\1itne'). ed the con1'rontat1on later depo~ed 
tl1,1t c:111 i111~01·r11cd tl1e C)1n1ni ion that the Hite ur\1ey wa~ co111pleted 
JJ a t t 11 c Dec e 111 be 1· I 7 5 ' u r \1 e y de ad I i 11 e ( Hy 1n a 11 I 9 9 6 ) . T 11 e 

0111n1issior1 ne\1er got a cl1ancc to i11ter\1ie\\1 an1 of the other occupa11t 
o f T r r ,1 pi n . • e c k . B e c ·1 u \ e of t 11 i .. .. a 11 wear i n gen w a\ the o 11 l )' 
l,1nd0\\111 r 011 Te1·rapin ·eek a ked to appear bet'o1·e tl1e f'ull 01n111i\ ion 
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to defend his claim, which in later years was to cause much misery and 
heartbreak for the other property owners on the Neck. But at the time the 
situation was looking good for the Swearingens because after testimony 
had been taken from the parties involved, the Commission seems to have 
agreed that indeed the survey on Terrapin Neck had been conducted after 
the deadline and therefore could not be claimed by the Hites, though this 
fact later seems not to have been important to the General Court (Hyman 
1996). Since the Commission was only advisory, the Commission's 
findings were brought before the court, and everyone waited for a ruling. 

On or before this time period, Col. Van seems to have purchased the 
rights to, then transferred, the old York/Chapline Fairfax grant out on the 
end of Terrapin Neck to Van Swearingen, Jr., (Jr was actually Col. Van's 
11ephew, son of Thomas of the Ferry; Hyman 1996 notes the property 
transfer; Dandridge 1910 notes that Van Swearingen Jr is the son of 
Thomas of the Ferry, not Van's son. It seems to have been common 
practice for the younger of the myriad Thomas and Van Swearingens to 
use ''Junior'' after their names, even though they were the namesakes of 
an uncle. For example, Thomas Swearingen, son of Col. Van, signed his 
name Thomas Swearingen Jr in his will, probably to distinguish him 
from his older cousin who lived in the neighborhood. This can be so 
confusing ... but stick with it - it's a good story). At any rate, this nephew 
Van Swearingen, known to genealogists as Indian Van, would have been 
about 28 years old, and in 1770 or shortly thereafter he and his family 
were on their way west to the wild frontier of Virginia on the banks of the 
Monongahela River in what is now southwestern Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania (Hassler's Notes). He would soon after become involved in 
the vicious fighting in the region between settlers and the natives, which 
erupted in 1774 in a conflict known as Lord Dunmore's War (at which 
time he acquired the moniker Indian Van). He would later become a 
soldier in the Revolution. 

Other local Shepherdstown families, continuing in the tradition of their 
parents and grandparents, also moved to the western frontier and took up 
land near the eastern bank of the Ohio River near present day Wheeling 
and surrounding area, including Indian Van's brother Andrew 
Swearingen (who married Elizabeth Chapline), and the erstwhile 
ferryman David Shepherd, son of Shepherdstown founder Thomas 
Shepherd and older brother of Abraham Shepherd. Abraham Chapline, 
brother of Benjamin Chapline, made the same trip, as did several Van 
Meters. Building a cabin and raising a crop of grain eventually entitled 
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the 11e\v \ettler.. to 400 ac're .. , and al o g[l\ e them a pre-emption right to 
,111 additior1t1l I 000 adjoining tlCre\~ though the legality of these grant 
\\1·1s 't11 opl'. 11 qL1e\tion depending on which wl10 you talked to. Any tirne 
tl1c1t go\ er11i11g aL1thoritie. ga, e the ~ lighte~t pretext for the opening of 
new lands on tl1e f·rontier<\ there were thou. and~ of Virginia11~ waiting to 
t,1ke acl\1a11tag ~ the abo\ e heph 1·d town-area t"amilie were pc.lrt of 
se, ere.ti 111ajor wa,,e of· \ettlen1ent to the Virginia f'1·ontier before~ dt1ring~ 
a11d ,1fter the A1nerican Re,·olution, with the . pecific goal of acqL1iring 
lar1d het'or '0111ebody el~e clai1ned it. Three com111is~ioner appointed by 

irgi11 i,1 aL1tl1ori tie\ ga e certificate<, of settlement~ and provided that no 
c)11e t"iled tl caveat witl1in 6 1nonth~ of making a claim, the new ettlers 
t·ou11d the111~clve. O\.\1ner\ of patented tract of ]and (Doddridge 1824). It 
wot1ld take a couple of· decades to def'ine the bot1ndary between Virgi11ia 
,111d Pen11s lvania in that area but i11 the meanti1ne they con idered 
tl1e111"cl\ c. i1·ginians (quite audaciott~, con. iderir1g how far north of the 

1a~o11 Di on Li11e they were~ which had ju t been , ur eyed over a fi e­
y e,1 r (Jeri d beg i 11 r1 in g in I 7 6 3 to 1n a1 .. k the line bet wee 11 Pen r1 y 1 v a11i a and 
1,1r1 l,1nd. They apparently felt they were far· enot1gh we t that thi no 

lo11ge1· 111,1ttered.). Letter· and 1 .. ecord indicate the~e f·rontier· t'arni lie. kept 
i11 clo contact \\, ith fa111ily and fr·iend. along the Potomac and f1·equently 
\\ ere i11\ ()l \1ed v.1ith bt1~ine\~ ,111d tradi11g with the f'olk~ back hon1e. 

It is i11tere~ti11g th t1t an land tra11. action on Terrapin eek took place 
at ,111 ttbt)Ltt 1769. l'ter the 177() ourt ruli11g the Chapline ·urely must 
h,1\1e \\1011tle1·ed how the coL1ld ~ell thi~ p1·operty legally~ if at all. The 

l1 a p 1 i 11 e '-1 n d \\ e ,1ri n gen fa n1 i lie 5 had r11 any c Io s e co 11 n e ct ion\ in the 
ightec11tl1 ce11tu1·.,: they both owned tobacco plantation on a tract of land 

called ··Fore~t .... ne,1r pr·e~ent-d,1y Wa. hington DC in the early 1700 ~ Col. 
\ 1 ,1r1 .. " 111other a11d Joseph Ch,1pline' ~ n1other Vvere '" i~ter ( daL1ghter\ of 
1-1 ti eh R i I e.) ) .. ,1 Jo "e p 11 ha l) l i 11 e ~ i g n e d tl1 e I 7 2 6 w i 11 of Co I . Van .. ~ father<\ 
ho t h r ,t 111 i I i e ~ be c cl 111 pr c.) m i n c n t i 11 th e n g I i c ,1 n C h u 1· c h ., and t he 

,~" e ,11· i 11 ~ e 11 b 1· C) t 11 er.. ,1 n d h a p I i n e bro t he r 111 o, e d to the ,1 re a th at 

bc(' .. t111e h,11·p~ bt1rg.. 1a1·yla11d abotit the a111e ti1ne in the 1730 .. and later 
l1cl(I F,ti1·1'ctX gra11ts aero .. "' .. " the ri, er in i1·gini,1 at the clme tin1e i11 the 
175()'-i. 11 ,tgrct;nl 11t to btI)' the rigl1t. to the Chap line~ Terr,1pi11 eek 
prc>pe1·t)1 i11 i1·gi11ia 111a)' have bee11 conclt1d d with JLI\t a ha11d "'hake c1r1d 
111fl)' 11,l \ l: h~cn p,1rt o1' a11 ,1green1ent to bt1y ~ e,1e1·al otl1er propertie\. 

ot11·tl1ot1 c recorc.l "' l1ov.1 tl1at a an wearinge11 Jr of Berkeley Count 
\ 1irgi11i,1 (,1ctL1ctll 1 ol. iln~ ~ r1ephe\\1 bought I. e, e1·,1l lot in h·1rp. bL1rg 
~111d otl1 1· propet1)' r·ro111 tl1e h,1pli11e i11 1772 (F Md DB P p. l 30~ 
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163, DB N, p. 163). Deaths in the Chapline family had lowered their 
circumstances considerably of late: William Chapline of Virginia died in 
1760, passing the Terrapin Neck property to son Benjamin, who is also 
described as having died young (according to Chalkley' s records he is 
deceased by the 1790s, with a son William) while Joseph Chapline, 
p1·ominent landowner, militia leader and founder of Sharpsburg, died in 
1769. The remaining family membe14 s set about dividing up or selling 
their various land holdings on both sides of the river during this time 
period, including their tract on Terrapin Neck, originally acquired by 
Jeremiah York as a Fairfax grant. If York's original Fairfax grant was 
invalid, and the Hite-Browning claim was tenuous if not fraudulent, then 
who owned it? Anybody? Obviously the courts were going to have to 
decide, but in the meantime several parties began maneuvering to acquire 
the property. After the 1769 court ruling, Terrapin Neck land had become 
a ''hot potato'' suggesting that the Chapline heirs were willing to give up 
fighting for about 237 acres of prime waterfront real estate. Note that if 
the Chaplines acknowledged the court ruling, the land in fact was not 
theirs anymore to sell to the Swearingens; therefore the Swearingens 
must have purchased an option on the property, confident that the Hite­
Browning claim would be proven invalid, but were kept from recording 
the sale at the courthouse because of the invalidation of Fairfax grants. If 
nephew Indian Van acquired this land before the ruling ( deed searches at 
court houses haven't been successful in finding this transaction, though it 
is mentioned in other legal proceedings), perhaps the 1769 decree was 
what precipitated his move west. No doubt the 1770 Commission report 
encouraged the Swearingens to believe that the judge would declare the 
Hite survey on the Neck invalid, eligible for a Fairfax grant, and therefore 
owned by the present landholders. Later court records and letters imply 
that another· individual - Abraham Shepherd - also would try to assert a 
claim for this property some time in the late 1770s, which would help fan 
the flames of a growing controversy. 

1771 - The Fairfax appeal of the 1769 ruling was heard. The Court 
decided that the Hites and their subsequent purchasers held title to those 
lands that were already patented before Fairfax showed up, including the 
part of the 834 acre Poulson, Mounts and Jones patent held by Thomas 
Swearingen Jr, and Col. Van. The surveyed but YJJJ)atented Hite lands 
were to stay with the grantee of Lord Fairfax. This would appear to give 
Van and his nephew Van Jr title to their Fairfax grants on Terrapin Neck, 



J >ffer._ >11 <>lJnl)' Hi~tori cal <>t' tCl)' 27 

bt1t f~or s0111e 1·ca~o11 the Court did 11ot fallow the Cornmi~. ion' finding of 
,1 l,1te ur,1ey 011 Terrapin eek" made an exception, and co11 idered the 
BrO\\ni11g heir~ the legal owner ! If Van Jr didn t have enough of an 

·cu\e to h ad wel. t to the Ohio River before, he certainly did now, a11d 
he could perhap. co1nmi rate there with Da id Shepherd who had 
recently f",1iled in hi~ bid r·or taki11g over the wearingen ferry operation. 
The Hite law e1- had brazenly de cribed Browning a the ~original 
~ettler"" 011 Terrapin eek de pite the fact that he and hi heir had lived 
C)n the Ea~tern ho1·e of M,11·yland and had never . ettled, and probably 
11eve1· e \1 e11 \ en, the eek - thi fact omehow never became an 
1n1portant dete1·n1inant. For the Hite the._ e argt1ment. eventua ll y 
b,1ckfircd, a the 1200 acre on Te1Tapin eek could not now be claimed 
b1 tl1e Hit fa1nily, after they had a e1T d that it had been purcha. ed by 
BrO\A.tning. ndete11·ed. in 1786 the Hite would argue that Terrapin Neck 
b longed to the1n becau e - you gue. ed it - Browning had never settled 
there. It \\a~ a fine legal line that the Hites had to straddle - they had to 
tl ~e tl1c 1736 Browning .. ale to ._ how that there was a Hite urvey on 
Tcrrapir1 eek, but then they had to how that the sale wa invalidated by 
the l,1ck ot' a Browni11g ettlernent of the property~ allowing the property 
to 1·evert to them. The Browning heir. till li ing in the northea, t comer 
ot' ,1r1 la11d at thi • p i11t ~eem to be unawa1·e that thei1· claim i even 
bei11g di cu \ d, and it c rtainly wa not in anyone intere t to track 
the 111 do,~.111 and 111ake then1 awa1· of the cot1rt deci ion. At any rate, the 

v., e ,1 ring en~ l1 ad . Ll re 1 y re a Ii zed by th i • time that their c I a i n1 to I and 
ot1t ide the Poull 011. ount. and Jone .. patent on T rrapin eek wa in 

riot1 jeopard . The Hite heir were again in danger of lo ing a potential 
f'o1-tt1ne, ,111d the appealed to the Privy Council in London. The ca, e wa • 
r1ever he[1rd becau e of the upcoming Revolution. The re~ulting political 
in tabilit)' led to tl1e di ,1ppearance of a viable appeal court y tern for 

irgini<ln\ for n1or than a decade., lea ing the wearingen holding on 
T 1T ,l pi r1 ck i 11 I g a 1 I i rn b o at be\ t. 

ol. an \ et1ri11gen acquired another 384-acre grant from Fairfax 
tl1i yec1r \\'C\t or· Hedge. \ ill near B,1ck Creek, i11 addition to the King 
Patent. t1e had purcha ed n a1~ there ral ear before - perhaps as a 
\\'a)' ot· 1nakin° up an lo. ~e. dt1e to the 011goi11g Hite-Fairfax di~pute. 

1772 - T rrapin eek beca111e part of tl1e newly-formed Berkele)' 
ou11t)1 , irgi11ia. \\1ith ol. an \\1ec1ringe11 i~ ·uing the oath of oft'ice to 

tl1e nc\ ou11t)1 of"ficial . Hi~~ ncphe\.\1 ( laj. Thoma wearingen wa. 
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chosen as one of the first tax assessors, his area of responsibility to 
include ''F,-om the Mouth of Opequon, up the same to the Warm Spring 
Road, therzce do'1vn said road to Robe,--t Lemmons, thence to Potomac at 
Mecklenberg ''. Van's son Hezekiah served on the first grand jury, while 
the first coroners included Robert Worthington and a David Shepherd 
(Evans 1928). The colonial governor of Virginia Lord Dunmore was 
criticized in England for creating new counties, but he justified it by 
claiming the only way to control the outlying settlements in the lower 
valley and their ''turbulent and refractory behavior'' was to provide a 
nearby court house and local authority (Couper 1952). Literacy rates 
perhaps played a role in helping to fo1·1r1 the rebellious opinions of the 
settlers in the lower valley; by the time of the Revolution 85% of adult 
male in New England could read and write, while about 60% of the men 
could read and write in Pennsy 1 vania and Virginia (Dufour 1994). 

1773 - Col. Van Swearingen continued his land acquisitions by 
purchasing 3 tracts (232, 123 and 42 acres) from Jacob Van Meter and 
hi s son Abraham Van Meter (BCDB 2, p.266-271 ). These lands 
paralleled the road leading to Martinsburg in what was then called the 
Van Meter Marsh area west of present-day Shepherdstown and included 
the tract containing John Van Meter's old home, outbuildings and 
orchard, and the area that has now become the Heatherfield subdivision, 
that John Van Meter had first settled in the 1730s. It's interesting to 
speculate what Thomas Shepherd's wife Elizabeth might have thought 
about a Swearingen now owning her father's old house and land. Van 
later gave the 232-acre parcel including the old Van Meter home site to 
his youngest son Thomas. These were Kings Patent lands, as Fairfax 
grants had perhaps lost some of their charm by this time. Jacob and 
Abraham Van Meter, like several of their neighbors , had also 1

4 ecently 
relocated to the Virginia frontier near the Ohio River, ettling on Muddy 
Creek neai4 its confluence with the west bank of the Monongahela River 
south of present-day Pittsburgh, PA. 

An 18-year-old Benoni Swearingen, who had been given the rights to 
the Swearingen ferry operation as a 5-year-old upon his father's death in 
1760, now continued the acquisition of land neai4 the ferry landing on the 
Maryland side. He already owned the 50-acre ''Spurgin' s Lot'' on the 
Maryland side that had been used as a ferry landing for about 18 years, 
and he now purchased the adjacent 75-acre ''tract 01

4 parcel of land called 
Easy Lot being part of a resurvey on part of AntiEatum Bottom laying 
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c111cl /Jei11 lf? \' itt1c1te 011 tl1e l\~icle (Jj P(Jto111ac·k Rive,A'', from Le i Mill for a 
I11ere £6 pot111d~! (Fred. t MD DB U, p. 205).* Thi~ newly purcha, ed 

\ e a 1· i 11 g e 11 t 1· a c t w a~ of c o u r ~ e di re c t 1 y a c r o t h e r i v e 1A fro n1 
eckle11bu1·g ,.ind tl1e new hepherd Fairfax g1·ant and in the ongoing 

c l1e 111atcl1 fo1· ferr la11ding ~ite , the wearingen had cored a 
"ig11i1'ic,111t '~block~--. Imagine more mile~ in the wearingen camp more 
~ectl1i11g 1'ro111 the hephe1·d~. The hephe1·d may l1ave been working 
\\. itl1 c.111 alter11ati landing \ite ir1 Ma1·yland - the Wa hington County tax 
1·ec<)rd. t'or I 7 3 .. how a Thoma.. hepherd asse , --ed t"or 114 acre of the 
•• 11tieta111 Botto1n' tract on the Maryland ide of the River which could 
()11I h,l e been dow11<.;t1·ea1n in the direction of Pack Hor e Ford but 
,1gai11 not oppo ite the town or their Fairfax grant in Virginia. (A William 

l1epl1e1·d'I probably the grandfather of Abr·aham and David, purcha ed 
r·ro111 Joh11 Moore 50 acre of Antietam Bottom on 16th April 1741 ). The 

a111e tax reco1·d~ ~how Benoni wearingen a. e~ ed for 125 acre (Ea, y 
Lc)t a11d purgin'I . Lot opposite the town ), and a Vandever heir 
,1\\e\ ed for I 00 acre~ of '~Pall Mall'' (Pell Mell). 

1774 - In 111id- pril, Jacob Hite, on of~ Joi t Hite, ent hi on Thoma 
,1r1d nt1111~rot1 oth r 1nen'I armed with gur1s, word~ pi tol and axe , to 
st r111 tl1e j,1i I in Martin\burg~ they overpowered the gua1·d , rel ea ed 
t'i1'tee11 ~la\,e\ being h Id th re, and returned to Jacob Hite where they 
,1r111ed the sl'l\e (!) a11d waited fo1· th . heriff' po to return. The 
\l,1,·e\ ,111d t\.\- cnty-one hor, \ had been take11 fro,n Hite . everal day 
hcfo1·e b tl1 "' h riff da1n tephe11 to be put up for auction'\ after Hite 
l1ad lost a la\\, ~uit to a J ,11ne. Hunter for an unpaid debt. The dep1-e~. ed 
c c o 11 o 111 } a n d t 11 e I o . . o t' mo n e y fro m a fa i I e d p e c Ll I a t i o 11 i n a 
4 tie " t i o 11 ab le I 5 0 . 0 0 0-acre C hero k e e I 11 d i a 11 I and ~ c he in e in o LI th 

(11·0 I i 11 • 1 \Ve 1·e 111 a j or factor .. i 11 Hite~ de • pe rate bid to avoid ab o I u t e ruin 

b)1 stor111i11g tl1 jail. Hite 111anaged t fe11d off' the ~heriff" • po. se~ 
arr'111ged to e11d at lea t . e eral of=- hi " . l '1ve~ outh to the Cherokee 
c u r1tr ~ a11d then had the te111e1·i t to sue tl1e \l1eri ff' ._ 1ne11 . e11t to arre~t 

hi111. The poor econon1ic condition. appare11tly created a great deal of 
1 l> c al ~ y 111 p ,\ t 11 for H i t e and o the r d c b tor l.~ i n i 1· g i n i a • ea __ y credit a 
cl e ~ i r t or u 1·0 pea n I u • LI r i s, and B r it a in .. 1n on op o l y on trade 1n ad e 
rep,1)1111e11t or· d bt .. a \ e ing problem for n1an irginian - herif1"' 

l ... t:,1i fill ., r11arrit:d t Elizabetl1 Du11n. mo, cd to the Ohio Ri, er ett1emer1t.' nc,rth of 
pre e11t-da)• \\111ccling. V-/V near .. ' hon Creek , here he died 1n I 05 
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Stephen himself in 1767 had had a warrant out for his arrest for non­
payment of debts (Ward, 1989, p. 95). Local authorities, trying to avoid a 
general conflict, found it inexpedient to punish the Hite gang; only seven 
were charged, but acquitted, with breaching the peace. Hite soon traveled 
the Great Wagon Road outh to set up a trading post and try to revive his 
claim, but was killed, along with his wife and children, by a band of 
angry Cherokee men July 1, 1776 (Holton 1999). 

In response to everal violent and deadly incident between white 
settlers and Indian on the upper Ohio, the Governor of Virginia, Lord 
Dunmore put together an expedition of about two thousand a1·111ed men 
to attack several Indian town near the Ohio River. (Indian Van 
Swearingen and Abraham Chapline, who had moved from the Terrapin 
Neck area about 1769 to the Ohio River frontier, joined military unit 
formed there at the time). The Native were forced to make a number of 
land conce ion , including all of Kentucky, to the Virginians. The Privy 
Council in Great Britain still would not recognize the new boundary, 
though, and added insult to injury by passing a bill giving the land west 
of the Ohio River to the province of Quebec, further agitating the now 
openly rebellious coloni ts in Virginia. 

1775 - The Revolutionary War began. Van's eldest son Josiah, 31, 
enlisted in Capt. Hugh Stephenson's company, along with other local 
men including hi cousin Joseph Swearingen and Abraham Shepherd, 
who became third lieutenant of the group after Thoma Hite declined the 
honor awarded by the local Committee of Safety. Their march to Bo ton 
with their muskets, fringed buckskin clothing, homespun linen hunting 
shirts embroidered with the phrase Liberty or Death and other ''Virginia 
Rifleman' accouterments to aid George Washington and the American 
army then laying siege to the Briti h, has been immortalized as the 
''Beeline March' (see Dandridge 1910). Jo iah, according to family lore, 
fought in the siege of Boston, was captured in New York by the British, 
was exchanged, and later became a militia captain under General Hand 
and McIntosh on the western frontier (his capture and exchange by the 
British have not been independently verified at this point - several of his 
fellow soldiers from Shepherdstown were imprisoned until 1779). Van's 
son Hezekiah, 28, enlisted about a year later under Capt. William 
Morgan, and Van's youngest son Thoma 23, al o became a soldier, 
most likely in the militia. (H.H Swearingen 1884). The Virginia 
government required all free white male between 16 and 50 years old to 
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~tt le~t\t jc)i11 the coL1r1ty 111ilitia. Van retained hi~ former title of Colonel ot· 
ilitia f.()r Berkele Cot1nty and was active gathering hor e , rne11 and 

st1ppl ie~ f .. ()r the Re,1olutiona1·y et't .. or·t. Part of hi job entailed , ubjecting a 
l,1rge 11t1111ber of 1·uggcd, independent 1~rontier" 1nen, who perhap , had no 
pc1·son,1l qt1ar1-c] with Great B1·itain, to the rigor of military di cipline. 

011\1i11ci11g the e men - \\,ho no dot1bt had other prioritie - to leave 
l10111e arid 1·a111il t·or e tended period, of' ti1ne wa ~ a job fo1- ·omeone with 
i11\.,ta11tl recogniz,ible leadership ~kill , and not a little tact. 

1776 - Tl1e Rc\1olt1tionary War continued in earne t. Mecklenbu1·g' ~ 
fot1nc.li11g 1·~1ther Tho1na hepherd died that year, dividing hi property 
het\vee11 l1i\ \\1if'e and cl1ildren. Hi · 5th, on Abraham then a 22-year-old 
c,1ptai11 i11 a~l1ington • ar1ny, took a break f1·01n the war a11d pre ented 
hi .. 1·(1the1·~ ~ will to tl1e court in Augu. t of l 776. The will of Thon1a .. 

l1ephcrd g,1 e braha111 a11y 1·emaining la11d .. not already given to hi. 
sil1li 11g . Perti11ent to this 11an·ati e i tl1e mall river ide tract adjacent to 
prese11t-d,1 Pri11ce\\ ~t1·eet that contain the old tobacco warehou. e and 
w,1ter\vork \, \\i hich wa~ gi en to ~on John hepherd in the will. Thi~ 
prOJJCrt ~hared a comer· ne,11· the river with the narrow, . teep waterf1·ont 
1768 Fairf·ax grf1nt to the . outh gi\ en to brother Abraham in the will. 

c1111e.ti111e dt11·ing b1·ahan1 .. ~ ab~ence with the Continental Ar~my in ew 
)' or·k (,1 p1·obable ~cenario) the wearingen ~een1 to have begun ti ing 
tl1c \1Cr)' 11orthwe. t tip of· this parcel a their new Virginia ferry landi11g! 
It~ L. u11k110\\1n cxactl) \\,hen the wearingen ferry moved to this ite from 

\\1e,1rir1gen propert ju. t tlp\tream of Mecklenburg, but the move i 
ur1lik 1)1 to ha\e bee11 before 1776. There i~ evidence for a ferry at this 
locc1tio11 earlier: i11 th Dec. 5 1763 Fairfax grant to William B1·own, the 
('()1·11er bct\\Cen hepl1erd a11d Brown i de~cribed as being at an elm tree 
c1/Jo\ e the 111<)t1tl1 c)f. the c1·eek and the 'jet·,~,· lc111di11f? '' - but thi~ probably 
1·et'erred to the l1eph~1·d' s 1·e1Ty tl1at only ran for a short ti1ne i11 1762-63 
\\1l1e11 tl1e)1 111a11aged to \\ re'-t it t·or a year t·rom the wearinge11~. Part of 
tl1e probl 111 \\'a that diff 1·e11t ur\1ey\ placed the cor11er of the Brow11 
c111(/ ,,1 e JJ/1 e 1·(/ /J 1·(J J>l-1 ,·tie~\· cit JJO I e, 1 t ic1I l.)' cl [ff e 1·e11 t I oc'Cl ti <J11 ~'>: '· E/111 T,·e e o 11 

1/1e /Jc111k o.f PotrJ111c1l·k Ri\ e,·'' \~a~ u ed in the 1763 Brown ur,,ey'I while a 
• L.) 1111 b~l \\' OOd ,1c111(/i11g ()JI Ri, e,·/){lllk ,, \lv a, u ed i11 1756 to de<.,cnbe 

tl1e an1e cor11t;r 1·01· Rich,1rJ Mo1·ga11~ both tree" are de~cribed a\ bei11g 
ex,1 'ti)' 4_ pole 69_ f't) fro1n a11 old e~tabli hed propert co111er up the 
1·,1,1ine.. tt1!g ti11g the lo\~.1e1· cor11 r near the river a the "' a111e f"or both 

u1·\1C)'L."' • Tl1c 176 u1-,1e)1 clearl L. ho L. the .... L n11', tree \\ia~ about 66 
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feet back from the river's edge while the Shepherd comer at the water's 
edge was described as a ''limestone in the side of the river''. Thomas 
Shepherd in his will used the rock at the river's edge to describe the 
comer of the ravine tract boundaries that he gave to son John, but older 
surveys used the tree further up the bank, suggesting a possible source of 
some later confusion. 

The new ferry landing of the Swearingens was located right at this 
uncertain property boundary, and a little parcel for a new ferry landing 
wouldn't be difficult to squeeze in just above the 1768 Shepherd grant -
in fact the Entler family would still find a parcel containing ''I acre, 2 
rods and 12 perches'' of unclaimed land at the river edge in the early 19th 
century directly adjacent to the ferry landing that hadn't been covered by 
any prior surveys. The Swearingens may have moved the ferry landing to 
this property after the war started without consulting the Shepherds, and 
had perhaps filed their own claim with the Fairfax land office for the little 
half-acre parcel when they discovered that the Brown survey of 1763 
didn't go all the way to the water. Or alternatively Thomas Shepherd and 
Benoni Swearingen may have had a ''gentlemen's agreement'' about 
using this landing on what was Shepherd property, as it no longer 
required the town (i.e. the Shepherd ) to maintain a separate road to the 
ferry, and forced ferry user to travel through the local ''business district'' 
where perhaps they could be relieved of some of their money. If so, 
Abraham later seems to have been t1naware of any agreement. Local 
townspeople likely appreciated not having to walk or 1·ide from the 
Swearingen property upstream - it really was a handier site overall. 

At any rate, despite his brother John being the most affected by a ferry 
there - John was given the ravine tract next to Princess Street leading to 
the ferry where the tobacco warehouse still stands today - it was 
Abraham who became upset about the Swearingens using a tiny comer 
patch of riverbank above the creek that debatably had been granted to his 
father. (Abraham later acquired John's ravine tract and built the tobacco 
warehouse there after 1788). From his father's will Abraham also 
received the annual lot rents ( 12 shillings sterling per lot) from 96+ lots in 
Mecklenburg for the remainder of his and his heir days, and 1/2 of his 
father's personal estate after the funeral charges and debts were paid. 
Abraham has been described as the ''feudal lord'' of Shepherdstown from 
this time until 1793, when town decisions were made by an elected Board 
of Trustees, but with Abraham, of course, as President (Kenamond 1963). 
After returning to the Continental Army, Capt. Abraham Shepherd and 
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l1i~ 111en we1·e captu1·ed in ove1nber i11 a rear-guard confrontation with 
e]c111e11ts of' the pur\uing British arn1y ~ and were then impri. oned i11 ew 
York. O1'f,icer\~ includi11g Abrahan1, were impri '" oned i11 private ho1ne on 
Lo11g I~land Vvhile the enli\ted men joined thou and ,. of other , detained 
in retched. over-cro'Aded \\'arehou~ e and pri on ·hip who were dying 
in dro\ e~ fro1n di~casc and ~tarvation. 

1777 - Jo\iah Vvea1·ingen, elde t ~on of Col. Van, ma1·ried Phoebe 
t1·ode .. ~111d they had a daughter na1ned Eleanor the a1ne year uggesting 

Jc)\i,il1 h,1d a little ti111e at horne between hi dutie~ with Wa hi11gton' 
,1r111 a11d hi~ later er ice 011 the western t"'rontier (and al o que tion the 
fa1nil sto1·1 of Jo~iah~ ar1 enli ted man being captured by the Briti h and 
e cl1a11gcd - it i\ fJO\ . ible, bt1t there aren t enough detailL to confirm or 
cle11y tl1e '" tor - it ~ee111. n101·e likely that he left the arn1y after hi one-

e,1r te1·n1 ot· enli\t111e11t expired, or after ' a wound or illne . , or deciding 
l1 e 11 ,1 d o 111 e i 1n po rt a n t th i n g to do at h o n1 e . ) . L i t t I e E 1 ea n or, 
a1"fect1c)11,1tel know11 a,· 4

" ellie'' was perhap named for Phoebe i ter, 
Elea11or trc1de. ellie had three brother -Thoma ~ Jame and Samuel­
b)' 1784, \ugge~ting Josiah' 1nartial activities beginning in 1778 out near 
tl1e 01110 Ri \ er \ettlernent. were al~o ot· li1nited duration. Indian Van 

w ,1ringen (,1. k.,1. Vari \vearingen Jr) with other militiamen from 
'A' este1·11 Penn~) I ~111ia joined Wa. hington , Army in ew Jer ey, and 
becc1111e ,1 aptain in D,111iel Morgan' ~ Rifle Company. He and 20 of hi. 
n1e11 \\ ere c,1ptt1red at the Battle of till~ ,1ter in eptember of 1777, and 
\\1e1·e relea"cd ,1bout ,t 111onth later af"ter the def .. eat of Burgoyne at 

,1r,ttog,1 (Hassler" s otc~). 

The Berkele11 ounl)' Re11t Roll for thi ti1ne period indicate Col. Van 
.. \\1c,11·i112e11 \ as be.i ng a~ e .. \ed for 1 760 acre of' land in the cou11ty 

(D,111dr·id!:,e 1910 . ol. an Vvea1·i11gen this year actttally old I 00 acre 
of' 111 1760 airt'ax gr,1 11t 011 Terrapin eek to Adam Mo11ey of 

·1\. l1ingto11 ot111t)1.. a1·)1 ],1nd (B DB 4, p I 06). ) With thi~ tr·an actior1 
V ,111 ee111') to ha e \Old I 00 acre. that the 1771 court told him he no 
lo 11 g er o \\' 11 ed.. t 11 C) ugh the i, tie w a~ . ti 11 tin de 1· a p pe ,1 l . The Hi t \ co Ll l dn ' t 
cl~1i111 it bccat1~e tl1ey l1 ,1d tcstif'icd that Brow11ing had purch,1 ed the land .. 
a11tl ,tppt11·e11tly the 81·0\ ning l1adn,t . ho\\1n tip to clai1n it either: it i~ 
\ 1er)l t111likel11 that the Browning heirs even kneVv1 the statu. of Ter1·apir1 

eek <lt tl1 ti111e. tire))' d,1n1 loney mu')t ha\ e known the uncertain 
t,1tt1 of tl1 pro pert \vl1e11 lie pt1rcha\. ed it - he \Va. a se~ \ed for tl hou. e 

,111d ,1 lot i11 l1a1-p. burg, D i11 17 3 .. o he apparentl1 lived ,tcros') tl1e 
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river. Adam Money is also associated with Van's expedition to Kentucky 
several years later, suggesting they were well-acquainted, rather than 
Money being a victim of an unscrupulous land transaction. Perhaps Van 
sold it at a low price to a friend who was willing to take a chance? 

This year Van was promoted by Governor Patrick Henry to the 
position of County Lieutenant recently vacated by Samuel Washington. 
Van's old job of Colonel of Militia was taken over by Phillip Pendleton. 
Van was repeatedly urged by the Governor of Virginia and the War 
Department to provide officers, t1·oops and supplies, especially shoes and 
salt, for the Indian problem on the western frontier and elsewhere. Out 
west in the Wheeling area, Col. David Shepherd of Mecklenburg 
(Shepherdstown), in command of Fort Henry which was then under siege 
by attacking Indians, was relieved to have Col. Andrew Swearingen, 
Van's nephew, appear with men and supplies (J.H Newton 1879). 

1778 Col. Van's son Hezekiah married Rebecca Turner in 1778, and 
they had two children, Van and Mary, by 1780, suggesting his soldier 
duties were also somewhat intermittent at this time. In the western 
theater of the war where Indian Van Swearingen and David Shepherd 
were located, the1·e wa a raid into Ohio in February that became 
infamous as the ''Squaw Campaign'', where 500 American men set out to 
raid an enemy storage area, but in tead several of the men took out their 
frustrations by killing a few defenseless Indian women and child1·en. 
British troops allied with the Indian tribes also continued their equally 
vicious attacks against colonial families and soldiers on the frontier; the 
B1itish commande1· in Detroit was apparently paying for white scalps of 
any age or gender. Josiah Swearingen became captain of a militia 
company from Berkeley County sent west to the Ohio River settlements 
in the fall of 1778, where he apparently joined his cousin Indian Van who 
had recently returned there after his seI·vice with Washington's army 
(Dandridge 1910). A record in the Berkeley County court this year 
shows that another family member wa likely along as well: At a Court 
held for Berkeley' County, 17th day of November 1778, Ordered that 
T/10,nas Swearingen, jun. (Josiah's younger brother) be recommended to 
his excellenc)1 tlze governor, a,id the Honourable Council, as a proper 
person to act a/; Lieutena,it i11 a company of Militia of this County, 
Co,nmanded b_y Captain Josiah Swearinge11. Capt. Abraham Shepherd 
was among those paroled this year from imprisonment in New York, after 
being captured by the British. After another few months with the a1·1ny in 
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ew Y 01·k_ lie 1·ett11-11ed ho1ne in May and took no further direct part in the 
~' a1·, fJrob,1bly a a condition of hi .. parole (Dandridge 1910). He 
i111111ed1atel wrot hi\ b1·other David living out on the Ohio River 
\Ct t ler11e11ts. ho he-1d rece11 tl y I ost a , on a11d a on-in-law during the 
f'i ght1 ng ~1t Fo1·t Henry: 

fvf lt\' 22, 1778 Mec·kle11i .sb111·gl1 

H(JllfJ1·ecl B1·ot/1e1· 

( I c11·1·i,,ecl )'e.r;te1·clc1_,·). It i.~ ii it/1 i~fi11ite plec1su1·e I i11for11i _)1ou (~{ 111~\ ' 

\c1fe (11·,·i, czl /1(J111e t(J 111_,, c~ffec·ti{J11ate 1n(Jther rvlzic·h [perhc1ps·? J nzc1_, 

1e11cl .\~(J111et/1i11 .. ~ !(J .s·cJ(Jt/1e l1e,,. it11l1c1pJJ}1 s~ititc1tio11. I fincl 111an_v things 

11<JI (ll'l:rJ1-cli11~f? tcJ 111_, lt' ish, /Jitt l1c1i'e so1r1e hopes· o_f ~~eeing the,11 

/Jette,·. I C'(J11clole it' it/1 _,·cJL/ .fcJ1· _\ 'CJL11· 1nis:fortlt11e .. r; c111d hcJpe _',,'Oitr 

,,1c111I_,. JrJ 1·tit11de 111c1.,, e\·e,- .. \. ll/JJJ(JJ,.t _vc; 11 i,i t/1e 1110 .')t dist,·es .r; i11g 

111i ,((J1·11111e.\ ·, c111cl li\'e i11 /1ope. of seeing hette,·. I c11r1 otz JJarole, 110 

ti111e li111it .f<J1· t/1at 1·ec1 .. s·o11 >'o it c·c111 't expel·t 11e1-v.s· 1ny health i.~ not 

JJe1:/el·t, /J11t 11(Jt dc111ge1·oi1 ill. I left czll 111)' .frie11d 11,·ell 011 Lo11g 

!.s·lc111li. Mc,t/1e1· i.~ ~i·ell vi' it/1 c1ll .f,·ie11d here. Rerne,nber 111e to all 
1l1e1·e. c,ll>' l1cz.\· t1, .. ,·i\ ed .. <iqfe lzere, 70 (~f{ic·e1·!}· e.:rc·/1c1nged, 161 011 

Lr.J11 ,~ /~· lc111cl 12000 .s11it of c·!cJthe.s· c·o1r1JJ/ec1t l1a"'e a,,.rived czt 

B<J. l<Jll. e\ e,· let H(Jpe t/1e ole c·o1nfcJrte1· of t/1e i1l retc·l1ed fors·ake 
·' ()l t c111d /Je/ie\ 'e Dec,,- ir I c1111 i\ ith clue Re5;pec·t ) 'O ltr n1ost Di1t(ful 

Cl 11 cl Jje (~ l i () I 1 {I! e 

One c)t' brah,tn1" ~ fir ~t project tipon arri al back in Mecklenburg wa5 
to tf)' to acquire the right to the fer1·y then operated by the Swearingen5 
,1cr0\ \ the Poto111ac, a. hi " father had tried un ucc . 5f LIiiy to do about 15 
ye'lf\ bcf·ore .. a ell as hi b1 .. other se\·eral years later. He may hav'e 
tl1ot1g l1t that the conf'u io11 of 'A1,1r and re~ulting political t1phea al .. and the 
occ,1 1011(11 ,lb ence of' the 1'err1 .. . operator .. Benoni wearingen due to hi 
part-ti111e oldi r dt1ti ~ v.-ould cre,1te a11 opportunity. Perhap one of the 
111,1 rl)' tl1111g 11 had found ''11<Jt c1c·c·{JJ·cli11g t (J 111_, . i1·i/; /1 '' wa ., the di 'CO\'ery 

of th~ \\' aringe11 f n· now u\i11g a landing n xt to .. if not on .. l1i 11an·ow 

ri,1 rfrc)nt propert)' (tt-1ot1gh it \ a hi · brotl1er John who now O\\t'ned the 

rf1\1ir1e t1·,1c t ,111d \\1a more like] to b impacted b a fer1·y operatio11 
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here). The Virginia Assembly, apparently busy with war concerns, 
ignored the already-operating Swearingen ferry and granted his petition!! 
Now the ferry was described as operating from the Shepherd property in 
Virginia to Thomas Swearingen' s land in Maryland (imagine the 
puttering red faces and waving a1·1n in the Swearingen homes; also a 

quibble: Benoni owned the property on the Maryland side, not hi brother 
Thoma ). In January of 1779, in a letter to his brother David out near the 
Ohio River, Abraham expressed a concern over having his prisoner 
parole status revoked, wrote of his planned trip to Philadelphia to collect 
his military pay, and complained that someone had sold the gunpowder 
he was planning to send to David before Abraham could get there with a 
wagon, adding the cogent comment ''Believe Me - Mankind is not to be 
t,--usted''. He also a ked David to send horses and ended by expressing 
the elation of the family after finally acquiring rights to the ferry: 

Mecklensbu,·g, Jan 19, 1779 ... I am sorry to inform you I have some 
apprehensions of being called to tlie British, as I am not confident 
of my being exchanged. I have likewise the pleasure of informing 
you the ferry is established in my name. I expect the old trade to go 
on agai,i of [ferrying? J tomorrow is the day appointed which we 
are to settle it without [leave?} they feighn would make me believe 
tliey meant nothing but honesty. The articles I have sent you Except 
the salt and Mohair I shall charge to your private account. I have 
spoke to Nate Tomson(?) to get a canoe made by spring which will 
carry fo,,.ty bushels to Fort Cu,nberland he assures me of its being 
do11e but there is no certainty of his promises. I shall write to you 
from Philadelphia if my fate should be to remain a prisoner. 
Mother, since you were here, has been almost ''delerious '' but 
since tliis affair has asserted in my favor she appears in as good 
spirits and as hearty as I ever saw her in my life. I do everything to 
make her happ.Y which I shall forever esteem my duty and greatest 
happiness ... (David Shepherd Papers, vol. 1). 

''Mother'', of course was John Van Meter's daughter Elizabeth, 
recently widowed, who like her father seems to have had a keen eye for 
the value of land. Other letters this same time period show that David and 
Abraham Shepherd were carrying on a brisk trade and speculating in 
various goods including horses, deer and bear skins, furs, beaver pelts 
(some of the skins and furs were acquired from military raids on Indian 



Jt ffer~ on our1ty ~l 1'-it<Jri (·al <it)CtCt)' 37 

l o\\ n \ " ~' heat 'I f"I our" I ad" powder and alt. There are nu merou 
r fe re11ce\ t prices of good and the value of man y ., with Abraham 
t1rgi11g hi brt1 ther to ,ettle hi account~ and conve1·t their mo11ey into 
co1n moditie~ that would appreciate in value b cau ,e of war-ti1ne carcity 
i n ci tie~ . tich a\ Pl1i ladelphia and Bal ti1nore. 

~ he had t'or the older ~ on~ nine year before Col. Van wearingen 
dccdecl 232 acr~\ of land nea1· hepherd ' town to hi younge t on 
Tl10111a\ : the land wa located in the old Van Mete14 Mar h patent a 
couple 1niles outhwest of Terrapin eek along what i now known a 
Rc)ck ,1r~h Rt111 juL t , outh of pre~ent-day Rt. 45 and included John Van 

eter'I old horne~tead and orcha1·d. Thoma wa married by thi • time 
bttt had 11 0 childre11. 

.,. ., 
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- Spurgin's Lot purchased by Swearingens in 1758 
- Easy Lot purchased by SWearingens in 1773 
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1779 - Rejecting the conciliatory approach of the British authorities in 
determining the fate of Native Americans and their western lands, in 
June of 1779 the Virginia House of Delegates revived the Kentucky land 
claims of various speculators, including the bounty lands to be given to 
soldiers of the French and Indian War. The Swearingens and other in the 
Shepherdstown area immediately made plans to take advantage of thi 
large e. Adam Money sold his I 00 acres of Terrapin Neck, bought from 
Col.Van Swearingen two years before, to a weaver named John Lowes 
from Washington County, Maryland (BCDB 5, p.382). Money had 
bought it for £133 pounds and old it for £700 pounds (wartime inflation 
may account for some of this profit). In September, William Bennett, 
husband of Lurannah Swearingen and Van's son-in-law, gave power of 
attorney to hi brother-in-law Josiah Swearingen in anticipation of a 
family trip to Kentucky that wa being planned (BCDB 5, p.348). Col. 
Van Swearingen sold several tracts including hi 10 I-acre tract near 
North Mountain to a John Shaffer, (BCDB 5, p.133), as well as his 234-
acre Fairfax grant west of Hedgesville on Back Creek, sold to a 
Snodgrass who built the still-existing building known as the Snodgrass 
Tavern (BCDB5, p.345) 

Both William Bennett and Adam Money traveled to Kentucky this 
year, along with Col. Van Swearingen, hi nephew Maj. Thomas 
Swearingen, Benoni Swearingen and several othe1, local men and women 
from the Shepherdstown area. In John Clinkenbeard' s account in the 
Draper Manuscripts, he says that he, Col. Van Swearingen, William 
Bennett, Joshua Bennett, a Taylor, the Patrick Donaldson family, Pressley 
AndeI·son and several others in the party traveled along Boone's Trace -
part of a nearly non-stop wagon train of thousands of Virginians - through 
Cumberland Gap and finally met several local Shepherdstown friend at a 
place that would be known as Strode s Fort near present-day Winchester, 
Kentucky. A more famous fort next door was called Boonesborough. 
Former ferry operators Major Thomas Swearingen and his young son Van 
(about 16 years old), and Benoni Swearingen and several other men 
a1Tived somewhat later in the fall, having narrowly avoided an Indian 
ambush en route (Dandridge 1910). Their main purpose in making the 
trip wa to claim and survey land - they were eligible for bounty land 
because of the family's military service in the French and Indian War, 
and they could also purchase lands that were now available via Treasury 
Grants. They were also purchasing other soldier's land grant rights. They 
may also have needed an excuse to get out of town for a while now that 
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the l1ot-he,1ded brat1a111 hepherd had taken o er the ferry operation. 
The were not alo11e in thei1· intere t for land in Kentucky: in 1775 there 
w~re 300 wl1ite\ Ii ing in the Blu gra region but by 1784 there were 
30 .. 000 .. and in tl1e 1790 cen~us the1·e were over· 73 000 ettler (Wharto11 
a11d Barbot1r 1991 ). In th fall of 1779 they encountered a land full of 
b tt t' f ,1 l o . d c e 1· e I k .. w o I e. , turkey b a r canebrake~ , and fore t . 

linke11beard d cr·ib d ~etting wolf trap. , clea1·ing fore t land, buffalo 
hL111t and a1Tying ~urveying chain f'or Maj. Thoma wearingen. They 
so1n ti1nes 1nade tl1eir choice of which land to urvey by having the 
\\1O1ne11 j'ollo the CO\\/ arot1nd during the day to ob erve what they ate, 
<)t~ did11 .. t eat then picked out prop 11y corn po ed of the more palatable 
vegetatior1. The f'ir t ery cold winter they ub i ted largely on buffalo 
I11cat and oth r game~ hich wa plentiful for a time but ome ettler 
ve nttrall re~orted to hacking on the carca .. e of frozen hor e to 
ttf\' iv e. They were al . o worri d about Torie in their mid t: even Daniel 

Boon h~1d be n indicted f'or trea. on the year before by hi fellow 
K ntucki ,111~ becau, e of om que tionable negotiation with the Indian 
a charge f'or \,\thich he had recentl ucce -fully defended him elf but hi , 

if e R becca~ r lated to loyali t in orth Carolina wa forced to go 
b,1ck. ea\t becau of all the ugly talk and u picion. It unclear how long 

ol. '1n earingen and m 1nber._ of hi .. pa11y tayed in Kentucky but 
,Jj. Tho 111 a \\ ea ring e11 and hi on Van , and perh a p. Beno n i 

v.,, a1·i11gen and oth r~ in their party inclt1ding .. lave .. , pent the winter 
tl1ere. linkenb ard tate that Major Tho1na wearingen of hepherd. 
To 11 .. ta ed ther until th Torie, fron1 the Carolina (Daniel Boone?) 
f 'i n a 11 I ft . 

ean\vhile back in hepherd .. town: On 0\1ember 17th 1779, 
br~1ha1n l1epherd and a Robert Cockbur11 (bu ine pa1iner?) igned a 

bond \1 ·1 Iued ,i t £5000 pound · to the Go ernor of Virginia'\ Thoma 
Jef't'erson .. agr i11g to ''keeJJ CJ J" c·a,~,\e to be ke11t a fe1·1y fron1 t/1e la,zd o_f 
1\IJ1·c1/1{1111 ~ l1e1J/1e1·cl l<J tl1e lc111c/ o_f B e11011i Si1·ec11·i11ge11 ''. They had thi , 
obligation r·or onl a fi w month , a it turned out (BCDB 5 p.411 ). In a 
1·ep at ()t .. h1\lo r,~ th irginia . e111bl 1·ecogniz d it mi l take the year 
b 1 ore (ind repc[tled braham hepherd' , right to operate a t'erry, becau e 

t~ it p1·0 i1nit ' to the wearing n ferr (H ning. tatute Vol. I 0~ p. 
197 . 111 a bruar)' I ~ 17 0 letter to hi brother Da id near pre. ent-day 

he ling, brah,1111 h atedl write .. : 
T/1e JJl1ili,~tic1 (~{ Gl1J/1 l1c1\ e gc>t 111_, . c1ct 1·epec1/ed l1_,, c1. e1·ti11g to t/1e 

c1.~· 1111/;l_)' 1/1e_,· /1{1cl /JC1iti Jo ,· 1l1e lot l1c1i e l1c,cl ... /JO s.\e~;.s·io11 j{J1· a 
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nuniber of years and as many falsehoods as a very humble petition 
of two sides of an extraordinary ... sheet of paper could contain. 
You will by no means fail sending me every account you know of 
the lot, as I am determined to have it brought to an issue 
i,nmediately ... * (David Shepherd Papers, vol . I). 

An angry Abraham, denied a ferry business, would now try to assert 
ownership of the ferry landing being used by the Swearingens. The 
landing was by then located near (within?) the northern tip of a narrow 
waterfront Fairfax grant issued to Abraham's father in 1768. 

1780 - Col. Van Swearingen' s youngest son Thomas died in March, 28 
year old. He left behind a wife, Hannah, but no children. The family 
bible in possession of J.S. Swearingen III indicates that he fell ill during 
the war, perhaps during the expedition to Ohio with his older brother 
Josiah in 1778, then came home and died, probably of tuberculosi . A 
will was written a month before his death. 

Col. Van Swearingen seems to have taken a temporary leave of his 
po ition as County Lieutenant before Thomas's death, but was again 
receiving correspondence related to these dutie by February of 1780 
(Dandridge 1910); this may help bracket the time he spent traveling to 
and from Kentucky. 

Swearingen adventures in Kentucky took an ominous turn the pring 
of 1780. Young Van Swearingen, Major Thomas's on, described by 
Clinkenbeard as a lad of about 16, was hunting with several others when 
Indians ambushed them after the hunting party had dismounted and left 
their hor es behind to stalk game. Young Van escaped after jumping a 
creek and dropping his rifle, then was found a week later, very emaciated 
and starving, having eaten nothing but the ''hind part of a squirrel' that he 
had tolen from a hawk. Other settlers who had traveled with the 
Swearingens the previous fall were not so lucky. Joshua Bennett, for 
example, wa killed and had his bowels burnt out with a flaming chunk of 
wood. Others in the hunting party met a similar ghastly fate. Patrick 
Donaldson, another member of the group that traveled to Kentucky with 
the Swearingens, was shot and killed at a later time a were several others 

* Gath i an ancient city of Phili .. tia· a philistine today i con idered to be smug, ignorant and 
lacking in the ocial and cultural graces~ but more likely he is making a reference to 
Phi Ii tia a the biblical land of wanderer , perhaps referring to the Swearingen' recent 
Kentucky trip. 
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througl1 the corning month ( linkenbea1·d account in Draper 
anu, cript ). 0 er the next two year , hundred of new Kentucky 

ettler wer killed b1 . mall and large grot1p .. of allied Indian and Briti h 
tr p , a,. they tried to force the tip ta1·t Americans 0L1t of Kentucky. 
0 CI'" 400 p ople in nearby Ruddle' s tation were killed or captured and 
h,1uled to Detroit. Tho1na Jeffer~on in a letter to George Roger Clark, 
perhap echo d the entirnent of many Virginians when he ga e hi , 
opinion th'lt the Indian "' hoL1ld either be exte11ninated or removed beyond 
the Great Lake. or the Illinoi River, ince ''the ame world will carcely 
do fo1· th m ar1d u. ,, (Holton 1999). Clearly thi wa~ a viciou time and 
place. 

Back in hepherd, town where life wa , relati ely peacef11l Abraham 
heph rd, the ~,r eL1dal lord of hephe1·d. town married Eleanor trade on 

Dec. 27, 1780, th reby becon1ing th brother-in-law of Jo iah Swearingen 
('1nd an u11cl to hi. children.) In letter to his brother David thi year, 

braham tell~ him of the impendi11g court date over the ferry landing 
i "' Ue a11d Ltrge him to att nd a hi~ evidence i~ ''\'ef) 11iater·ic,l '' and the 
lawy r~ 4

'i11. i.~t 011 11tJt /1c1vi11g it t1·ied i,11til .1·ou ll1·e JJre/;;ent '. Abraham 
was ju~t a bo wh n hi father had attempted to get control of the ferry 
f1nd ,1cquired tl1e Fairfax grant adjacent to the river\ o Abraham 
apparent) lacked kno 1 dge of ~ome of the detail of the wea1·ingen' 
u e ot' tl1e prop rt , infor1nation which he hoped to get hi older brother 
tote tit' to i11 court. In an October l 780 letter to David he torm on: 

'' .... / /1c1, ·e .\,ec·111·ec/ ~\·ei'e1·c,l g<Jod.f1·ie11dJ· a111 i11 the l1ighe~s·t .fipirit.s· on 

c1c.·c·<JL111t lJj tl1i.\· ciffc1i1· ct111 fi1·111/., ; <Jf <JJJi11ifJ1z I s·l1all /1ave it i11 in) 

/JCJ\\ e,· lfJ l1c1,1e ./11/l \c1ti"\:{c1c·tio11 for ei1e1-y i11 ,5u/t ),Vhil·h the_\' hc1i'e been 

~<Joel e11(Jl t l~/1 f<J IJeL\loii cJ11 111_, •. fc1tlze1· .. \ '(J ll a11cl n1_, ,.'>e/j: '' (David 
~ t1epl1erd Paper . 1) 

I 11 c.l r1 o t he r I e t t e r, ~1 I* e f r n c i '" a pp a re n t I m ,1 de to I n d i an V a 11 

\\
1eari r1 ge11 <lnd l1i uncle ol. an. ugge ."' ting that Abraham wa~ now 

r l<1liat1ng b trt=~p,1 ing on, or otherwi~e a~ erting a clain1 for~ propert 
t h ,1 t t h c \1/ e ,1 r i n g e n ' f e J t th e ) o w n e d ~ ,, e r p r o b a b I y t h e o 1 d 

ork/ h~1plin pl,1ce 011 the e11d of the eek: 
'' ... Yo111· olcl .f1·i£>11cl c111 i, c/(Jli ·11 i\·it/1 i,s I c1111 i11.f<J1·111ecl lze lilt .\' 

c.·rJ111111 ';J11c:ecl c1 ,~11it c1gc1i11. t 111e .fo,· t/1e \ 1'llCl111t lc111cl it·l11c·lz l1i.~· t111c·le 

e ,11 1·t ti /;_, 1/1e ,·i, e,· l1e /1c1 .\' like\, i e tc1/kecl c1.\ bi~ c1s ei·e,· lze llicl 

c1l;r.>111 I Jc, c·k"\. ? J JJ/t1(· {111tl c111{/i, e, .. es . I e.\/Ject l1e i, ,ill gii;e 111 e 

~~<J111e 11·011/J/e ct,\· 1t ell c1/.; ,·. ,1£111cli\,,e 1·e . .. ' 
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Vandivere, of course, was the man who had bought Pell Mell from 
David Shepherd back in 1769, suggesting that the di pute over Pell Mell 
on the Maryland side of the river was still not resolved to everyone's 
satisfaction. Indian Van's lawsuit again t Abraham wouldn't be resolved 
until 1799, and was continued even after the death of several of the 
parties involved (stay tuned). But in the meantime Abraham Shepherd 
had a sudden intere t in the supposed ''vacant'' land out on Terrapin 
Neck, and turned his attention to that old Browning claim. Since the 
Swearingen's claim depended on the Browning title being invalid, maybe 
the Browning heir would be interested in selling him their rather tenuous 
claim to the property .... 

Letters this year from Abraham Shepherd also update his brother 
David, still living on the Ohio River frontier, on war and family issues, 
but the letters overwhelmingly concentrate on business matters. A 
frequent request to his brother is to ''buy all the [beaver pelts, deer skins, 
fur or bear kins] you can la) your hands on''. A revealing phrase in one 
letter: ''Money will be plenty and he who gets most now and knows how 
to keep it ma) in a Litteral sence do well''. Interestingly, this year his 
letters were no longer written from Mecklensburgh, but were now being 
written from Shepherds Town. 

Indian Van Swearingen, after resigning from the army in August 1779, 
went back to farming in southwestern Pennsylvania about thi time, 
acquiring several 400 acre grants of land in Washington County on both 
sides of the Monongahela River in February and April of 1780 (Ewing 
1957). In the family tradition he started a ferry operation across the 
Monongahela at thi time along the road between George Washington's 
Mill and Catfish Camp, (which became Washington, PA) a few mile 
south of present-day Interstate 70. 

Here we go again - the tenacious Hite heirs, sensing an opportunity in 
the colonist's hatred for all things British, requested that their appeal of 
the 1771 ruling in favor of the Fairfax Proprietary be heard by the 
Virginia Court of Appeals. Terrapin Neck ownership would be revisited 

• once again. 
A will written by Major Thoma Swearingen this year (probably while 

he was in Kentucky) mentioned that he was engaged in a lawsuit with 
Abraham Shepherd over use of the half-acre lot u ed by the Swearingens 
as a ferry landing (BCWB 1, p. 414 ). Evidence that his brother Benoni 
now had the right to operate the ferry includes a record on the Berkeley 
County courthouse of Benoni' s bond to the governor of Virginia, Thomas 
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J ,.f'f r\On~ for £ I 0"000 pound . Thi wa .. co- igned by his brother Indian 
an ~ ari11g n, . uggesting that lndia11 Van wa a bu .. ine .. partner in the 

ferr op 1·ation ( and therefore a target of Abraham Shepherd wrath). 
Th agreed t '' kee/J or c'ai1.\e to be keJJf a Fe,,.r} fr·orn the land of 
Tl1rJ111a.\· i,·eari11ge11 i,1 t/1e ajore.r.;aici oi111f)' ... over t/1e Poton1ack River 

rJ11t(J tl1e /c111d rJJ c1id Be11011i Sit'earingerz i,z the tale of Ma01lclnd'' and to 
''gii1e i111111eclic1t JJc1ssage to all Publick 1i1e senge,·s ancl expre se .. s, 1,vhe11 

t/1e1·et<) ,·eqi,ired''. (B DB 5 p.572). 

1781 - On b.3 Hezekiah wearingen wife Rebecca died 26 year 
old" lea ing behind her hu band and two very yot1ng children. A and tone 
1nark r in the gra eyard near the pre ent-day Hendrix e tate can till be 
1' und v/ith the initial . R . (Altemativ ly thi grav may be Col. Van 
dat1ghter Rebecca though there ar no record howing he urvived long 

11ough to Ii e at thi h me). he wa the fir .. t wearingen we know of 
bt1ried at the pringwood graveyard (of cour e , he had been a wearingen 

nl)' a fi w hort year ). A Mary Bennet had been bt1ried there the year 
b f re (infant of Lurannah wearingen Benn t and her hu band William 
B nnet). Hez kiah" 35 y ars old appar ntly n er remarried. Hezekiah 
and h1 hildr n at that time were living about a quarter of .a mile 
\Outh . t of the ntrance to CTC at the ite of the pre ent-day Lo t 

Drake ar1r1~ a he wouldn't acquire the parcel to the north that contain 
th building now knc) n a .. Ri erView Fa1"In until 1790. 

tr de~ tation in Ke11tt1cky with tood a one-day iege of 25 
att(tcki11g ondott Indian , on March 1 of 1781 with two ttler 
fatcllitie. . It i unclear if there were any wearing n there at the time 
but ting an \\r aring n now about 18 year old a well a , his 
broth r ndr and Tho1na, would be pending much time there in the 

1ear~ to 01ne a would da1n Money and Willia111 Bennett and many 
oth r 111cn from the hepherd ,town area. The extended wearingen 
f,1n1il particularl on Th ma~~ id would oon . u1·vey and patent 
111an , thou and~ of· acr ~ in the Bluegra r gion of Kentucky 1nuch of it 
c:1cquired a bount land. for their ser\'ic in the French and Indian War. 

n ir1triguing 11 t i found in the G orge Roger Clark Paper of the 
Drap r anu ript (R l 23. rie J ~ ol. ), where an old ~ oldier of the 
R oluti n, ann Butl r" int r,1 iew d in the I 30 clai1ned that a 
Th n1a'"" ~ , aring n and Daniel Boon r captured by ir Bana. tre 

arl t 11' " avalr th n ngag din a raid on Thomas Jeffer on' .. 
onticello l1om near· harlott , i]l , irginia. ajor Thoma 

-
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Swearingen had been a neighbor of Daniel Boone and his family in 
Kentucky the previous year, and Butler claim that they were both 
Delegate from Kentucky to the Virginia Legislature, who seem to have 
gotten caught up in the British invasion of southern Virginia; it seems 
very likely that this was Maj. Thomas Swearingen from Shepherdstown. 
They must have been released a short time later. 

George Washington's Revolutionary Army, with the help of the 
French, defeated Briti h regulars under Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, 
Virginia, which effectively ended British control of their fo11ner colony. 
Col. Van Swearingen received several frantic letters during this time 
period requesting that he facilitate sending a much flour and liquor as 
possible to the American army besieging Cornwallis - a copy of one of 
these letters is included in the appendix (Dandridge 1910). It would be 
two more years before the peace treaty was enacted. 

In 1781, Virginia relinquished its claim to lands in the Northwest 
Territories to the fledgling Federal government in exchange for being able 
to award bounty lands in the Virginia Military District in what is now 
south-central Ohio near Chillicothe. They still had to negotiate with the 
natives, and win the war, though, before settlement could commence. 

Abraham Shepherd finally had his day in court over the ferry landing 
issue - he lost! - and wrote indignantly to his brother on September 13: 

... . I can inform you that Swearingen has [ cost me?] in this land suit 
in the court ... I am happy to tell you that the sensablest men on this 
bench was for me out of 7 4 was against me and 3 for me. I 
appealed immediately. The decision was that I should make the 
title which Lord Fairfax made father a very [pretty? J 01ie Indeed 
tliat a young warrant should take 1ny patented land which was many 
years older. I am in high spirits and confident of clipping their 
wings. Mr. Strode says if it costs 500 pounds I shall not give up so 
just a cause. (David Shepherd Papers, vol 2). 

In December, Lord Fairfax died, about two months after the defeat of 
Cornwallis in Yorktown. Because of his long-standing statu as an 
American colonist with no close ties to the Tories, he and his Proprietary 
had remained unmolested during the struggle with England. But after his 
death, 5/6 of his interest in the Proprietary reverted to family members, 
and his vast assets in Virginia became a prize target. Unfortunately for 
certain contested portions of the Proprietary including Terrapin Neck, the 
family members acquiring his interest were Briti h citizen . 



17 82 - ,111 ct 1n the V Ge11eral A ... en1bl pro ided that: 
'' i11 ·e tlze cleat/1 of· t/1e late P,,.oprietcJ1· of the No11"ther11 Neck, the,·e 

i\ 1·ec,~r>11 to .~l t/JJJ(J,\,e tlzat the .~aid JJl,.OJJ1 .. ieto1· hiJJ hath desc·e11ded 

llfJ(J11 alie11 e11 e111ie ~_. Be it t/1erefore enacted that JJet·son.~ holdi,ig 

ll111(I i11 tlze ort/1er11 Neck slzczll ,·etai11 .r;;eqi1e tered, in their hand.~, 

crll qc,it I·e11t.5 ii 1 l1ic·/1 c1re 110\\,' due u11til tl1e right of de.r;ce11t shall be 
I11r;I·e .fi,ll_,, c1'ic·e1·tainetl, a11d t/1e Ge11eral A .. ~.sembl) sl1all ,,zake final 
/JJ4 CJ\ i,s·io11 1/1e1·eo11. '' (Couper 1952) 
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ne of the Ia~ t battle of the Re olution occurred in the Wheeling area 
near the Ohio Ri er when a combined force of Briti h irregular and 
I11di an ~ again attacked Fort Henry under command of Col. David 

hepherd. The fort sur 1 ed but the trife would continue for year after 
the Re olutionary War wa. over. Again~ the European partie to the 
violent Revolutio11ary di pute had come to an under tanding of who wa 
to control the land and it continued ettlement. But the Indian ation 

ho had li\1 d on th di, pt1t d land cape for centurie till had their own 
need f' r pace, t .. re dom and resource and like the American were 
quite illing to continue utilizing violent mean~ to gain them with or 

i thout th ir· ~ometi111 Bri ti h al lie . 

1783 - The Tr aty of Pari~ ended ho tilitie~ with England. Though the 
wearingen. w 1· al o . el ling farm product to the a11ny the lack of hard 

cu11·enc and inflation in the newly establi hed United tale may have 
1n,tdc r·epaym nt dift .. icult. For exa111ple the following receipt hows a 
trc111 '" a tion b t ee11 Van and the Virginia A embly: 

''Rec·eil'ecl f1·cJ111 ol. Va11 ii'ec11·i11gen tl1i1·t.1-' one c1nd a hc1/f bu l1els 

r>J l\ 'l1e(1t {(Jr· tl1e it e c1nd ac·ctJ1t11t (~{ tl1e State of Virginia _for lt1hic~/1 
tl1 e /,aill cJl. a11 i11ec11·i11ge11 i .~ e11titled f<J receii 1e from the 

T1·e(1 .. ~i1,,.., (Jj tl1e .~c1icl tc1te tfze L z1n1 of .~ix lztlndred thi,·t}' pou11d 
c·i11·I·eIzt Mo11e~/ ag,·eea/J/e t(J c111 ct of A \ .s,e,nbly''. (Reddy 1930) 

Tl1 \an1e ear the wearingen~ in Berkeley County Publick Claim 
C)ttrt a k d to b rei1nbu1· ed for a number of it m they had contributed 

t the ar effort. ol. an "' aringen put in a clai1n for a total of 230 
p und\ f fl t1r .. and over 95 bu .. 11 l of wh at. Hezekiah claimed 10 
hu~ hel'-t ot .. \\ heat and a l1 r, e .. while Jo .. iah claimed 90 cord. (?) of wood" 
_4 hetld of b f 5 bu he I L .. of "'heat, and for ha i ng . pent 7 da} \ 
col I cting cl tl1i11g. Hannah ~ earingen, "'idow of' an, .. on Tho1na , 
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contributed 9 bushels of wheat. Benoni Swearingen presented a long list 
of services he had provided by ferrying across the Potomac a group of 
British prisoners and their guards, including 27 wagons and teams, 4 
''chairs'', two carts, 30 riding horses 24 officers, 299 noncommissioned 
officer and privates of the I st Division of British, and 81 accompanying 
women on their march to Frederick, Maryland. The men pulling the ferry 
across the river for that crowd must have groaned loud and often about 
the British general Cornwallis moving into southern Virginia with his 
Army, leading to the removal of British prisoners to Maryland. Abraham 
Shepherd was reimbursed for two horses, and 8 cask of flour 
(Abercrombie and Slatten, n.d.; see the letter from the War Office to Van 
Swearingen in the appendix to ee what may have prompted the 
Swearingens to provide these goods). 

Inflation had highly depreciated paper currency, and what little hard 
currency was available was composed of a bewildering variety of coins 
from other countries that varied greatly in value from one region to 
another. John Witherspoon, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
wrote: 

''For two or three years we constantly saw and were informed of 
creditors running away from their debtors, and debtors pursuing 
them in triumph and paying them without mercy''. (Couper 1952). 

During thi period Abraham Shepherd in his letters had been urging his 
brother David to ''Settle your Affairs, Don't delay one moment'', 
suggesting the Shepherds were savvy to the financial state of affairs in 
the region. 

Unpaid Revolutionary soldiers had been on the verge of mutiny for 
years and it had taken all of George Washington's persuasive powers to 
keep the army intact. In response to these problems, other form of 
payment were made available, such as bounty lands in the northwest 
territory in Ohio and Kentucky, available to those soldiers who had at 
least three years of continuous service in the Continental A11ny (service 
in the county militia did not count). Virginia also passed an act that 
would provide either 60 lb . in gold or silver, or a ''healthy ound negro'' 
at the option of the soldier, and would provide an additional 300 acres of 
bounty lands over and above what they received from the Continental 
Congress (Couper 1952). Virginia soon began surveying portions of the 
Kentucky and Ohio Territory for payment to its Revolutionary oldiers. 
Lands in Kentucky were granted to soldiers until 1792 when it became a 
state. Lands were then granted in Ohio until 1803, when it achieved 
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stateh od. ajor Jo eph w aringen (Thoma of the Ferry' on - he 
"een1. to ha e been the only wearingen from the Shepherd town area to 
ha e • 1· d the r qui" ite 3 year in the a1 rny) acquired 3347 acre at lea t 
in part a compen. ati n for ervice in the Revolutionary ar1ny (Doherty 
1972). Van w aringen {probably the younger Van on of Major 
Thoma") acqL1ired 1400 acre in John on ~ Fork of Licking Creek in June 
of 17 4 by acquiring the right from another a ignee. Probably the ame 

an earingen acquir d another 2000 acre on everal tributarie of 
Licking reek n 2 December 1785. Col. Van wearing.en mentioned 
only 400 acr . on 'Big and) Creek, a bra11ch of the river Ohio'' later in 
hi L will which were bounty land from hi F1·ench and Indian War 
L r i e. H zekiah recei ed 500 acre on Hi11k ton Fork of Licking 

reek in May of' 1786. A Thoma Swearingen (perhap both Major 
Tho1na. wearingen and hi .. on combined) received g1·ant for over 
17 500 acre in the ame vicinity· Major Thoma wa eligible for 
acquiri11g land from both hi. and hi father ervice in the French and 
Indian War. In other word , th wearingen from the Shepherd town 
area tog th r had acquired grant totaling well over 30 000 acre in 
K ntuck much of it ea .. t of pr ~ ent-day Lexington near Winche ter and 

t. t rling, dwarfing their holding in Maryland and the Shepherd town 
area. The area i now con~ idered the heart of the Kentucky Bluegra 
region and ha been known for many year· for it thoroughbred hor ·e 
fann . t bacco a11d K ntucky bourbon a culture that developed at lea t in 
part becau~~e f the inflt1 of ttler from hepherd Town and other 
c mn1uniti in th Old Dominion (Virginia Land Office grant can be 

arch d at Th Libra1·y of Virginia web ite: www.lva.lib.va.u / 
dlp/ind .htm· not that thi~ area wa~ known a Fayette County Virginia 
at tl1e tirn but would o n be broken up into Bourbon Montgomery, 

lark, 1 111ing Bath and ariou~ other countie .. of Kentucky). Jo iah 
~earingen ~ee1n n t to ha e acquired any land in Kentucky or Ohio, 
ugge .. tin0 hi military dutie -or financial wherewithal-did not make him 
ligibl f' 1· a . ignificant amount of land. 

braham h ph rd .. ha ing pent more than the requi ite 3 year a an 
ffi er in th ontinental r1n .. wa • al o bu y accumulating land in both 

Ke11tuck)' and Ohi - for ample he acquired o r 2400 acre in the 
Licking r k drainag of K ntu k in 17 6 and 17 7. 

In 17 3 a Jam Bel l a ''Bou,1d i111to Col. Va11 ¾'eari11gen in t/1e 

·11111 tJj. 25 /JfJLt11d .. c tt1·1· 11t n1011e., , of Virgi11ia '' ugge .. ting that the 
\ ari11g n uld b approa h d for a loan no and th n. ( op of 
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document in Swearingen file, Belle Boyd House, Martinsburg, WV). 
From a later estate settlement document we find James Bell as a tailor 
making suits of clothing for Josiah Swearingen's children. Later still a 
James Bell is a boat owner floating goods to Alexandria markets from 
Shepherdstown (Dandridge 1910), a skill he may have acquired working 
for the Swearingens. In 1783 Col. Van Swearingen' s tax records indicate 
6 slaves under 16 years of age, 6 slaves over 16, 17 horse and 35 cattle. 
His sons Josiah and Hezekiah owned between them 10 slaves, 18 horses 
and 29 cattle. Abraham Shepherd owned 3 slaves over 16, about 11 
horses and 10 cattle. Maj. Thomas Swearingen's tax records show he 
owned 73 horses this year. 

1784 - The Potomac River Company was incorporated this year by the 
Virginia Assembly, their goal to clear the Potomac River of obstructions 
between the Appalachian town of Cumberland, Maryland and tidewater 
so as to per1r1it year-round passage of flat-bottomed boats drawing about 
12 inches of water and able to carry about 50 barrels of flour. George 
Washington was a major backer of this scheme and became its first 
president. James Rumsey was chosen as a superintendent of the works 
but soon retired to Shepherdstown to tinker with a boat-mounted steam 
engine he had been thinking about. At this time boats attempting to get 
to shipping ports in Alexandria with goods from Berkeley County had a 
rough passage during the few weeks of the year that navigation was even 
possible. The river was generally only navigable intermittently from 
February through May, when planters would load their goods onto rafts 
and boats of various kinds to attempt a passage to the Maryland and 
Virginia ports in Georgetown and Alexandria. The passage downstream 
to the Fall Line from Springwood would probably have taken about 2 
days on average, much faster than any overland route. One of the 
Potomac Company's tasks was to remove the many fish traps that 
spanned the river channel from shore to shore. These had fir t been built 
and used by the native American and were then taken over and added to 
by the colonists. It wasn't until the 1930s that the state of Maryland - and 
the flood of 1936- put a stop to the widespread use of fish traps in the 
Potomac. The main obstacles that boaters had to contend with were 
several large rapids near Harpers Ferry, and several other large rapids 
located where the river dropped off the Piedmont onto the coastal plain at 
the Fall Line, called Great Falls and Little Falls. Most of the work of the 
Potomac Company over the years would entail hiring crews of everal 
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ht111dre<l men to dig and bla t out a erie of channel and lock o that 
hea i] lad n boat could a oid the ·e ob tacle (Hahn 1984). The 
Poto1nac ompany would eventually attempt to pay for the e 
improvement, by charging a erie of toll to boat .. at variou location 
al ng th rout of the ri er and by holding lotterie . Boat owner who 
tri d to ~ lip by without paying in addition to a fine could have their 
argo and b at tak n from the1n. Boat owner had to licen e each of 

th ir boat and build them according to Potomac Company pecification 
though the 1npany wa n t too trict about boat hape and con truction 
( tan ton 1993 ). 

There may ha e been a compromi e thi year in Abraham Shepherd 
appeal of the ferry landing deci ion. Berke} y County deed record how 

braham hepherd ~ el ling the 1/2-acre lot to Benoni Swearingen in 
December 17 4 though it wa. not recorded at the court hou e until ix 
y ar later in I 790 and then only to acknowledge that Abraham' wife 
had gi n tip her right of dower (BCDB 9 p.227). The Swearingen ferry 
ontinu d to operat from thi landing until 1849 when the right were 

bot1ght by th Virginia and Maryland Bridge Company. 
Indian a11 wearingen land owner on Terrapin eek, but till 

Ii ing out in Wa hington County Penn ylvania became a county 
mmi ion r th re thi year (Ha ~ ler' ote ). 

1785 - For alm . t 40 year , the urve.ying of land in then-Berkeley 
ount had been the re '" pon ibility of the Lord Fairfax land office. After 

th R luti n and airfax ~ ~ death, Berkeley County needed an official 
Uf\' r for count land~ - the appointed Jo iah Swearingen. 

Indian an w aringen wrote a letter to hi cou in Jo iah wearingen 
in June o 17 5, d cribing the wor ening relation hip with the native in 
the Ohi Ri \1er area. He e plained that the Indian ation .. in Ohio and 
oth r part of the upper mid-We t were complaining that they had been 
tricked int ~ igning a tr at and d manded that a new treaty be written. 
Indian an had hi own complaint about the te11r1 '" of the treaty and 

pr . ed hi h p to Jo .. iah that the treat would b re-written o that it 
ould no long r ''JJ1~e\ ·e11t e\'er)' poor man .fr{11n an_), chance of,free la11d '', 

impl 1ng that he c n ider d him elf and Jo iah among the e ~poor men''. 
H al requ ted Jo iah to ''11zake 111011e)' of all t/1at fc1/f5, i11to ; ·our /1a11ds 

{Jj 111i,1 . I . l1c1/l i c111t lt' i11ter ~\,tore , a,1_, thing _)1OL,l c·a11 do for 111e i11 tho~e 
111c111e 1·. lt ill /J tl1c111kji1ll.v ack1zo\.1,·/edged bJ' ,ne ''. 

In anoth r I tt rd Ii red b a r. o dated o en1ber 9th~ 17 5, he 



50 The Magazine of the 

explained to Josiah that he had just bought a new plantation from Mr. 
Cox, and as payment had drawn upon two Shepherdstown merchants for 
'' 50 pounds in goods'' and asked Josiah to ''furnish the said merchants 
with all the grain and other stuff that is in your hands of mine to help 
satisfy what I shall owe them''. Indian Van would send any remaining 
balance to Josiah ''at the shortest notice in skins or furs or money, 
therefore I leave that subject in confidence that you will see Mr. Cox fair 
play and him well satisfied.'' He also expressed hope that ''there will be 
room for you and me on reasonable terms over the river. When that 
happens I will give you early notice that we may make a grab of land in 
the western country''. He ends the letter by suggesting that Josiah has 
been seeing to the rental of his land out on Terrapin Neck: ''/ like well 
your terms that you have let my land out upon. Give 1ny compliments to 
)'Our bedfellow and family and especially to my good old uncle Van'' 
(Van Swearingen Letters). These letters are interesting in several 
respects, showing that Shepherds Town was considered a civilized source 
of goods and materials for the folks then on the frontier, and Josiah and 
Indian Van, like David and Abraham Shepherd, were business partners 
interested in land speculation in Ohio who kept in regular contact by mail 
delivered by pack train operators or teamsters. Indian Van also derived a 
portion of his income from ''his'' land on Terrapin Neck, enough so that 
he could confidently send Mr. Cox down on a several-week journey to 
see cousin Josiah about getting paid; for his part Josiah was not only 
managing his own plantation near Shepherdstown but was al o managing 
his cousin's property and supporting him with goods and services. The 
new plantation Indian Van had purchased was located on the eastern bank 
of the Ohio River at the site of present-day Wellsburg, in the Northern 
Panhandle of West Virginia. He may have acquired this property in order 
to keep his slaves; Pennsylvania had enacted an emancipation law in 
1780, and the boundary issue between Virginia and Pennsylvania was 
about to be settled, clearly placing his property in Washington County in 
the free state of Pennsylvania. Indian Van Swearingen built a blockhouse 
fort for the protection of family and neighbors on thi new land 
overlooking the present site of Wellsburg and the Ohio River, known as 
Swearingen' s Fort. He built there also a big double cabin- ''a pretentious 
mansion of the day'' - about 1785. Local lore says that he traded a rifle 
for this lot from the Cox family (Wingerter 1912), though his letter 
quoted above shows that, unless he bought the rifle in Shepherdstown, 
some other goods in Shepherdstown were part of the transaction. Indian 
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an married again in May of 1786 to an Eleanor Virgin, daughter of 
J remiah irgin ; he add d three more children with thi marriage to the 
three old r children from a previou marriage. The Elmhur t man ion on 
the ational Regi ter of Hi torical Place , wa built on the ite of 

w ari11gen 'I . Fort ometime after hi death. 
Th n wly-f 011ned Potomac Company held it fir t annual meeting in 

le andria~ Virginia. One of th hareholder in the new company wa 
apt. braham hepherd, who attended the meeting 4by proxy . Tho e 

pr " nt in per on agreed to end a letter contracting Abraham Shepherd 
for th building of two trong boat for the u e of the company to be 35 
feet l ng 8 feet wide and not le than 20 inche deep '' in the common 
111 c11111 e ,,. of the floc1t~'i u ed at the f erries on t/1e Potow,nack above tide 
li·ater'' (Corra Bacon-Fo ter 1912). So Abraham hepherd in a fa hion 
finall got in the ferry boat bu ine . Whew. 

Chapter 5 

Hite vs Fairfax and the End of the Colonial Period 

1786 - The Hite-Fairfax lawL uit again. The Hite v Fairfax law t1it 
r garding ompeting land claim wa brought before the Virginia Court 
for another round of acrimoniou debat . The cale of ju tice thi time 
tipped in fa or of the Hite heir rein tating the original court decree of 
1769 that nullified Fairfax grant on land the Hite had urveyed but had 
n t b n able to patent back in the 1730 ! It under tandable how a 

irgi11ia court ould tend to fa or a grant gi en by the colonial Council 
to Hit ~ rath r tl1an honor grant i. ued by the fo11ner Proprietor who had 
ti to th hat d European feudal ~-'YL te1n. All tho e Fairfax granteeL 
living on land riginall ur eyed by the Hite , including the 

aringen .. ~ w r no required to pa to the Hite heir the rent. and 
t' \ dating from 1750 - a ery large um of money. The Fairfax land 

t~f-ic no"'' run b Tho1na. Br an Martin (Fa irfax' nephew and 
nan1 ~ake of artin burg)~ v.ra no longer in a trong legal po ition to 
prot ct landovln r, holding a Fairfa title. The Hit heir~ were not only 
e ki11g titl to Uf\' )' d but unpatented land once held b} the fa1nily ~ a 

th ir 01·igi11al 1749 law. uit r qu , t d~ but al~o all tho e \ttr e ed land~ 
that couldn ~t L, h w lear docun1 ntation of pur ha -- from the Hite in the 
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1730s ! In other words, the burden of proof was now on landholders to 
prove, with documents, that they had actually purchased their land from the 
Hites , ignoring the fact that the 1770 Commission had found the Hites 
notoriously lax in their documentation and record keeping. The Hite 
lawyers urged the Hites to try to ''recover of all intruders tho it should 
appear that we actually sold the land to others'' (Hyman 1996). 
Landholders on property claimed by the Hites without a clear chain of title 
back to the Hites were usually given the choice of buying or renting the 
property back from the Hite heirs at current prices. Judge Wythe described 
the Hites and their lawsuit ''vexatious and oppressive'' in part because of 
their unwillingness to settle out of court (Hyman 1996). Col. Van 
Swearingen was in an impossible situation because there couldn't be any 
documentation showing chain of ownership back to Hite on about 184 acres 
he currently held on Terrapin Neck-he and others on the Neck had only 
held title via Fairfax for 25+ year . His property within the original 
Poulson, Mounts and Jones patent was not in question, including most of 

Overlap of Col. Van Swearingen 
and 1200 acre Browning Survey 

D 1200 acre Bro\',f\fflg Tract 
D Van Swearingen 
.:··. _ _.:Present NCTC Bolf)dary 
• • 

A. 100 8Cl&5 sold toAdem Money ln 1m 
8 84 acres re-itOQl.f1"ed n 1798 
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pring od~ b au ~e it wa clearly within a Hite patent. The1~e were about 
I 00 fann unit in Jefferson and Berk ley c untie affected by thi ruling but 
u11iquel the 1200 acre parcel on Terrapin Neck wa the only property i11 

que ti n that wa never ~ ettled by a Hite purchaser and the only one that 
wa .... urveyed pa t the 1735 d adlin . Landowner were given 90 day after 
b ing . er ed with paper to appear in Court and defend their property. 
B cau e Van • wearingen had cha ed off the Co1nmi ion in 1770, Van 

w aringen wa. the only prop rty holde1· on the Neck on the court Ii t 
a .. ked to app ar in court. Hi trategy appeared to be to find ome old 
pap r' howing owner hip back to Hite which perhap wa n t a bad 
trat gy on. id ring the Hite' notoriety for poor record keeping fraud etc. 

He did ha e document from the ale of Jonathon immon /Peter Beller 
land in 1762 ( pringwood) and Jo eph Poul on (RiverView Farm) in 1758. 
But thi trategy did not allow him to bring up the fact that the 1736 urvey 
n T rrapin eek wa invalid or that the Browning had never occupied the 

land· apparently previou ruling forced him to concede that the e fact held 
no power. ur yor Jonathan Clark (brother of both William Clark of 

i and lark fame and frontier military leader George Roger Clark) 
me to Terrapin ck to urvey boundarie and report on improvement 

and agri ultural acr age for the court and the Hite heir • he had a per onal 
int r L t L ince he wa married to a Hite. Clark de'" cribed two Swearingen 
tra t ithin the Browning claim. Th fir t tract of 184 acre now roughly 
th ar a eaL t f the footbridg and outh of the guard hack at NCTC 

ntain d three abbin and the porti n in cultivation and in pretty good 
rd r inc]ud d 60 a. fir t rate high land . A econd tract the old York 

plantation out on th end of the eek claimed by Indian Van wearingen 
a d 'Cribed ~ o cupied by Peter Palmer tenant to Van wearingham 

and c ntain d ne indiffi rent cabin 30 acre of bottom land and 40 acre'" 
f fir t rat high land, a , well a 50 apple tree (P. . Joyner n.d.). Other 

landh Ide '" n th eek generally had mall ( 16 by 20 feet) round-logged 
abin~ ith chimn y, made f mud and tick ( 'cat and clay ) mall 
utbuildinb ith ut an door ome cropland and apple or hard 
ntaining 50 t 200 tr--,J· Thi ~ f cour e in tark contrast to the large 

t n w aringen man i n hou in the n ighborhood~ with fireplace, in 
\ 1ery r m. u an imagin th team c ming out of old Col. Van 
w aring n" ar a thi urve t ok pla , and ince hi~ cabin were not 

d ~ rib d in an d tail mpared to the other on Terrapin eek this ma 
ugge t that lark a~ n t in\'ited to tak a clo, r look. Ii t of the ,e 

Te1Tapin --k prop rty d-LJcription i in luded in the appendi . 



• 

54 The Magazine of the 

Josiah Swearingen continued his duties as the new surveyor of 
Berkeley County. Tragically, Josiah's wife Phoebe died this same fateful 
year. She was only 29 years old, and left four children, 9,7,4 and 2 years 
old. She was buried at Springwood in the Swearingen cemetery adjacent 
to the present-day Hendrix house on NCTC property, near Hezekiah' 
wife who had died 5 years before. Phoebe was a sister to Abraham 
Shepherd's wife Eleanor, o presumably the Swearingen and Shepherd 
families would both have mourned at her graveside on the little hill east 
of the house (this hill and cemetery were part of a large orchard described 
in a 1797 property division, so you can also imagine the mourners 
surrounded by apple trees on three sides.) 

Another Thomas Swearingen died this year, Col. Van's nephew Major 
Thomas Swearingen, son of Thoma of the Ferry. He lived next door in 
the tone house at the site of the mill he ran at the mouth of present-day 
Rocky Marsh Run. He had spent part of 1779 and 1780 exploring 
Kentucky territory and surveying property on an expedition with several 
locals, including his brother Benoni Swearingen, his son Van, and several 
of their slave . His portion of the Kentucky lands would be passed on to 
his heirs including son Van, already in Kentucky; son Thomas, the 
''developer'' of Hardscrabble and operator of the old Jones Mil; and son 
Andrew, who would later be given the task of administering the more 
than 30,000 acres of land in Kentucky. Major Thomas specified that four 
juvenile slaves, Adam, Dick, Charity and Nell, each with a mare, saddle 
and feather bed, were to be left to certain of his children; the rest of the 
enslaved Africans were to be divided up equally among his heirs, 
including his daughters Drusilla and Lydia (BCWB 1, p. 414) Thomas's 
will, written in October 1780, mentioned that he had been engaged in a 
lawsuit with Abraham Shepherd over recovering a 1/2-acre plot of land 
near the ferry landing; his brother Benoni had supposedly now settled this 
business with the purchase of the lot in 1784. Maj. Thomas had applied 
to the Washington County Maryland Tax Commissioners in May of 1786 
for pe11r1i sion to construct a tobacco inspection and storage warehouse 
on land near the ferry on the Maryland side of the river, but his bid wa 
ultimately rejected and the warehouse was instead built upstream near 
Williamsport (Wayland 1907). 

Shepherdstown (i.e. Abraham Shepherd) also petitioned the Virginia 
legislature for a tobacco warehouse this year, and again successfully in 
1788, citing the favorable location of the town on the Potomac River 
(Crothers, n.d.) which was becoming more navigable every year a the 
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Pot n1ac 1npa11 y continued it work of clearing the river of 
ob~tructi n . war h u wa built e entual ly ju t above the 

aring n f rry landing n Prince treet. The timing of the e 
petiti n L m .. to indi ate that tobacco wa till a potentially valuable 
r p in th late 1780, although wheat and other grain had al o become 

a maj r p rt of the lower henandoah Valley. And Swearingen and 
h ph rd w re again competing for th ame bu ine on oppo ite 

. id of the ri er· in thi in tance the hepherd were more ucce ful 
though it i unkn wn if they ever made any money from the tobacco. 

braham h ph rd account book for the 1790 doe n t eem to 
in lud any tobacco tran action though it include tran action from 
hi . oth r bu ine e including the di tillery and awmill (Shepherd 

amily Paper 1790-1862). 
In May of 1786 young Van wearingen and William Bennett 

att nd d th fir ' t court con ened in Bourbon County Kentucky. One of 
th fir t order of bu ine '" wa to handle the e tate of Jo hua Bennett 
pre. umably William brother who had been o brutally killed everal 

ar b f re. 
Indian Van w aringen writing from hi new plantation on the bank 

of' th Ohio in March of 1786 ga e an update to cou in Jo iah on the 
r-w r ning onflict between the ettler and native . He end the 

I tt r ith: '' ... Weare all ~veil a11d wish the ame to ou and Jamil , give 
,,z)' 1110 t ,·es·pectful co,nplime11t~~ to ,ny old uncle ) 'Our father and to all 
t /1 e fa 1n i l. •. M) ch i l d ,,. en Th o s a n d D r u i l la i ~c; com in g to _ o u r 
11ei(r;l1borlzood c1nd I ~ tlppoL e ¾'ill speak about their negro in the hands 
of Bo)·d.s·to,ze. I hope 'Oll lvill deliver to m brother Joseph a public 
·e,·tific~at of 2400 dollar in hi name.,, (Van wearingen Letter ). Thi 

l tt r ma .. ugg t Indian Van trategy for keeping hi lave until hi 
n plantation in the northern panhandle of Virginia wa in order and 
giv further idence that Jo iah acted in th capacity of a local 
bu in ae, nt for hi ~ cou in who 'till deri ed a portion of hi income 
fr rn land and .. la e in th heph rd town area. ote that Boyd tone 
(a.k.a. B d ton m ntion d in th abo e I tter wa a neighbor ju. t 

uth o pringw d who al had th 1ni fortune of owning T rrapin 
k land tl1at a mbr ii d in th Hite-Fairfa -Browning di. pute. 

1787 - Indi n an aringen had mar important i ue than fighting 
o,1er land 11 T rrapin k thi ar. riting from hi home on the 
Oh1 Ri\ r~ h p nned a I tt rt th military authoritie de cribing what 

, 
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had recently happened to his son Thomas, and asking for help. A father's 
anguish is clear as he writes to a Col. Butler on 29th September, 1787: 

Sir 

On Sunday evening last my son Thomas Swearingen was taken 
prisoner by the Indians ten miles up Cross Creek west(?) of Ohio -
he was hunting for meat for a party of strangers three of which was 
found dead, two escaped - he had lent his gun that day to one of the 
party to hunt, and was without arms and I think was in a waste 
cabin by himself when he was taken - he may be dead, but the 
parties have not yet found him. If you think it is best that a message 
should be sent to the indian chiefs or others in that country that 
may have it in their power to be of service trying to save his life - if 
you have faith in me please to employ any i,idian or white man that 
may answer the purpose and I will pay to the utmost farthing your 
contract with them. I am not well or I should have come to you 
myself. I hope to have a line from you by the bearer. I spoke to a 
gentleman from Morgan Town which informed me a few days ago a 
party of indians was overtaken by a party of our people bearing off 
a number of horses from the inhabitants - two indians was killed 
and one white man, and the horses brought back. I am under many 
feeling apprehensions concerning my son, and I hope you will do 
every thing in your power and will forever oblige. Your most 
respectful, obedt. Servt ( signed) Van Swearingen .... * 

Another account of the incident is in the fo1·111 of a I 6 Dec. 1787 letter 
from Indian Van Swearingen to his cousin Josiah Swearingen in 
Shepherds Town after the disappearance of Thomas: ... ''/ have this 
opportunity by Mr. Isaac Haston to inform you that my son Thomas is 
still missing and I can hear nothing from him. A great deal of search has 
been made for his bones in vain, the messenger that went into the nations 
to inquire after him has not yet returned. I am on a ugly frontier and lost 
my best gun when Dave Cox was killed. If I have any tenant that could be 
credited for a gun or two that is good with small bore, as maybe they can 
be payed in barter I wish you to send them to me by the bearer Haston 
and give credit for the same to the tenant. I should not ask such a 

* Transcribed by Billy Markland, in Papers of the Continental Congres , National Archives 
M247-164i150 v2 pg. 561 
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t1111·ec1.\011c1/J/e fc1i 1rJ1· /J11t I ex1Jec~1 to be .~l1ut up or be afte,,. tl1e !11dic1ns all 
11e.tt .\ec,1so1z c111d wa11t f(J be ».,e[l c1,,.n1ed. ~f ) 'OU hai,e not 111ade u5·e ~f m)' 

l·e1-rific:c1te tcJ c1115•yt'e1· 0111e of 111_}' c·ontract.~ plecz e to '"~encl it t(J n1e a.\' it 
111a_)' ·eri'e to a si.<;f 111e i11 .~·ec't,,,.i11g 111), Penn }'lvania la11ds which C'alls on 

111e i111111eclic1tel') fcJ1· a lc1rge s11111. Mone_\' iL~ ve,} scarce and we have no 
c·l1c111c .. e o.f getti11g c11z)1 i,1 1l1iJ .. C'ou11t1}. Send me a 5·tate of my affairs and 
_, au,· (JfJi11io11 of Hite'·" g 1·a11t c1nd of c1/I othe,-- thing you think of You ,na) 

. e11cl c111) thi11g l-Vith .safe() b)' Mr. Ha'"s·to11. I am 1,--oubleso111e to you but I 
l10JJe )'(Ju \Vil! bear rvitlz patie11ce. The Indian5· is constant/) cloi11g 

11zi.'il'l1ief c111cl I expec·t ti desperc1te war. The !t1dic,,1 Nc1tions have .. 'ient a 

late letter to the /11dian c1ge11t info1·111ing that the_),' ¾ ill not give a11_), part o_f 
tl1ei1· lc111cl ll/J to C(;11g1·et; .. c; exc'ept the_)' /(;se it IJ) tlie sword, and I believe 

tlze_\) c11·e bac·ked b.1· the Briti.c;h cL12d their .friend~c; i11 th e Cclnada and 
Det,·oit c .. ou11t1·ie.c;. Give nz_v 111<Jst re~'iJJectfztl compliments to my good old 
t111c·le Vcz ,z a,zcl to all tlze Jami/_)' ... '' (Van Swearingen Letter ). 

A third account of the ~ ame incident explain that Cox and Thoma 
w aringen were among a group of young men collecting gin eng in the 
icinity of Cro Creek. The Indian had captured or killed everal other 

a'" they traveled up tream along the creek prior to reaching the group that 
included Co and wearingen (Draper Manu cript account by Caleb 
Well , ). An intere~ ting ide note on a town outl1 of Cro C1·eek: the 
natn Wl1eeli11g i of Indian derivation for Place of the Skull' in 
reference to human kull on pole placed a a waining by the Indian to 
the white mo ing into the area- remember the Ohio River wa the 
boundar the coloni t had agreed to in 1744 though the French and 
Indian War in the mid-to late 1750 followed by the Revolutionary War 
had hang d the political and demographic boundarie ignificantly. The 
Pr prietary f Penn } I ania had ~purcha. ed from the Indian ation all 
the land a t of the Ohio Ri er in 1768 but land we t of the Ohio Ri er 
till belonged to the Indian ation . The Indian were under tandably 
eriou .... about topping pc1n ion along thi northern route o we tward 

p,1n, ion into K 11tuck1 tended to follow Daniel Boone outhern route 
througl1 umberland Gap. 

ot1ng an wearingen, , on of Major Thon1a and till living in 
Bourbon ount)' Kentuck1 'I apparent! wa con idering a trip out of the 
ar ,1_ p ibl to make a trip back to hepherd Town or to join the 
military force .. gathering to deal with the lndia11 problem. The June 1787 
c urt in B urban ount)' rec rd d that he old a egro boy named Jim_ 5 

r 6 ear, Id_ to nn tr d f'or 30 pound . He al o ga e power . of 
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attorney to a Michael Cassady, who would handle his financial affairs 
during his absence (Bourbon County Deed Book A, pp. 64 and 142). 

James Rumsey launched his steamboat from the Swearingen ferry 
landing in Shepherdstown, and demonstrated it before a large group of 
astonished local dignitarie , including Capt. Abraham Shepherd, Col. 
Joseph Swearingen, Benoni Swearingen and a Van Swearingen. 
Shepherd's wife was among the small group of women allowed to 
ornament the boat during its first public viewing. An account of the 
pectators present described Capt. Abraham Shepherd, who was 

apparently a backer of the Rumsey invention: ''Captain Shepherd was a 
thin-visaged little man, of prominent features, full of energy, and a first­
rate farmer, and unfailing friend of the church.'' (Dandridge 1910). 

1788 - Death of another patriarch - Col. Van Swearingen died, 69 years 
old. In his will, written several months before his death, he first told his 
heirs to divide hi property between themselves equally (his wife and four 
children were each to get a fifth), then a day later added a codicil to 
ensure that his daughter received specific properties. His will specified, 
among other details, that the land was to be divided up so that water 
access was retained for each of the parcels, and son Hezekiah was to 
retain his use of the ''water meadow'' ju t we t of the estate hou e 
(BCWB 1, p489). Van's direct heirs included 4 adult children, and his 
widow and second wife Priscilla and her daughter Peggy, who was still a 
child. A list of his personal property includes 13 slaves, 24 horses, about 
30 beef or dairy cattle, 65 sheep, 66 hogs, various household goods and 
farming implements, and 9 beehives. The complete list is included in the 
appendix. Later additions to thi list include 2 casks of ''Cyder'', 7 mill 
bags, 60 flour casks, 1 wagon, 1 harrow, over 260 bushels of wheat, 39 
1/2 bushels of rye, 4 barrels of com, 1 ton of hay, and 18 barrels of flour 
in Baltimore (BCWB 2, p39, 146). Hi estate also paid 320 pounds of 
tobacco for the recording of the will and appraisement of the e tate, paid 
for the repair of three tobacco hogsheads, and sold 6 hogsheads of 
tobacco (for over £47), all suggesting that tobacco was still a cash crop 
on Swearingen land at this time. 

1789 - The Swearingen siblings and heirs of Col. Van had not yet 
reached a final agreement over settlement of their father's estate, but 
apparently the 4 sibling expected trouble from their young stepmother: 
'' ... whereas doubts have arisen and controverseys are like to take place 
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1·especti11g the ivill of the .fiClid Van wearinge11, so far as relate .. r; to the 
.r.;c1itl Pri.'icilla... Pri cilia wa. given 150 acre · on the ea tern ide of the 
horn tract - which wa of cour e the acreage on Terrapin eek that wa 
in 1 ed with the Hite contro er y. Thi parcel included 'the tenement 
l1 ·/1ererJn Eli~abeth Eade nolv live ', a pring at the river .. and about 4 
acr s of m adow ( ugg ting 146 acre wa not a meadow). She wa al. o 
gi en the negr man Jame a woman named Grace and a boy named 

lem all to b ''held during her natural lifetime and no longer '. She 
and her h ir fore er were given hor e furniture kitchen item 40 
barr l. of Indian c rn I 00 bu hel of wheat and one tack of hay in the 
m adow. he wa forgiven a debt of 42 pound 15 hilling eleven 
p nee ''for undr article purchased at the ale of tlie said Va,i 

ivea,·ingen'. The ibling al o agreed to ''in some short co11venient time 
fi11i h the dwelling hou e of Elizabeth Eade ' for Pri cilla '' in a complete 
1na11n , .. ,, and f nee in a plot for a garden and build a barn. In return 
Pri cill had to agre to gi e up any further claim on the Swearingen 

tat . Pri cilla apparently unable to ign her name, made ' her mark' on 
the agreement. Yan daughter Luranna and Dtll ilia, on the other hand 
were able to ign their name to the document (Berkeley County Deed 
B ok 10 p. 282 - a tran cription i in the appendix). It eem apparent 
that the foL1r ibling had no intention of letting their tep-mother retain 
an contr I of th ir father hou e and land though it had been her home 
for ab ut IO ear or longer. E tate document ome year later confi11n 
that Jo iah and Van, e tate did pay ome money to fix up a hou e for 
Pri~ cilla th ugh it i unknown how long he actt1ally Jived there. 

n idering that Pri cilia wa till young enough to remarry it wa 
p rhap a prudent mo e on the part of the Swearingen ibling if they 
wi h d the bulk of the pringwo d property to remain connected with the 

aring n family (though it wa-. n t particularly hone, t and forthright to 
gi h r land that a tied up in a law uit). A not about Elizabeth Eade: 
her hu. band Rob rt ade died a few m nth before Van wearingen, the 

ill itn ~ ed b an and Hezekiah (BCWB 2 p2). The Eade had 
purcha d Lot 41 in M cklenburg in Ma f 1768 and it i unknown why 

lizab th "''a now li ing in an unfini hed cabin near pringwood. ince 
anoth r b r a d id w- Pri ilia -wa now mo ing in the arrangement 
mu t ha b n a t mp r ry on . ( rea onable gue for thi cabin ite 

uld b a t f th T ommon building on a it o erlooking the 
ri r h r an old foundation an ~ till be e n referred to a the ntler 
h u • th ntler ccupi d thi, hou e ite tarting in the I 50 .) 
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Captain Abraham Shepherd now becomes prominent in the history of 
Terrapin Neck. He was the son of Thomas Shepherd, founder of 
Shepherdstown. The Shepherd family, like the Swearingens, had spent 
time on land in Prince Georges County, Maryland and near the Monocacy 
River before moving across the Potomac into Virginia in the early 1730s. 
The Shepherds and Swearingens had both become moderately 
prosperous, prominent families in the area, and squabbled over who 
would run a ferry business across the Potomac. 

Abraham was a local lawyer/land speculator/businessman/hero of the 
Revolution who with his sibling literally ''owned'' Shepherdstown after 
the death of their father Thomas Shepherd in 1776 (Abraham did not 
have for1nal training in the law, but charged fees for acting as a lawyer in 
various capacities). The Shepherds in the second half of the 18th century 
had made their living from developing the town, as well as running a 
distillery, saw mill, tannery, grist mill and various fanning, trading and 
mercantile operations. They held title to about 591 acres in Berkeley 
County by the time of Thomas' death in 1776, which was divided among 
the heirs. Prior to the Revolutionary War the Shepherds overall wealth 
and influence in the region, at least outside the boundaries of their town, 
may have been somewhat behind the extended Swearingen family, who 
held title to about 3280 acres in Berkeley County alone, lived in big stone 
houses near the river, ran a mill and the ferry busines , and held powerful 
political and military positions. Abraham had been an interested observer 
of the court decisions affecting Swearingen holdings on Terrapin Neck, 
particularly after several Swearingen lawsuits had been filed against him. 
After the 1786 Court ruling in favor of the Hites (his wife and mother 
were related to the Hites and Van Meters), he sensed a serious 
opportunity and tracked down and notified the heirs of John Browning on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He at first attempted to buy their old 
claim to Terrapin Neck. They refused to sell, but finally agreed to give 
him 1/6 of whatever he could get of their claim; Abraham then set about 
forcefully asserting the Browning claim into the ongoing Hite-Fairfax 
legal dispute. (It's interesting that 1/6 of the acreage of the Browning 
claim is just about the number of acres that Indian Van Swearingen 
owned on Terrapin Neck). Because the Hites had recently won in Hite v. 
Fairfax, Shepherd reasoned that the 1200 acres on Terrapin Neck should 
go to the Browning heirs, who had a complete set of documents showing 
their purcha e from the Hites back in 1736. Shepherd may have been 
hoping that the Swearingens, Boyd tons and other Neck landholders 
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\ ould ha e to buy back the property from the Browning heir with him 
getting a percentage of the money changing hand . Or it eems very 
po sible that he wa after the land all along a payback for the di pute 
o er a i rr ~ and 'tymied any attempt at an out-of-court ettlement. If the 
d f at o er the ferry bu ines wa hi motivation he wa eeking re enge 
fr 111 the rong wearingen ~ and he al o didn t eem to care about the 
e ral th r familie Ii ing there with no connection to the wearingen 

who would al be aff cted by hi legal action . If he prevailed in hi 
~uit on behalf f the Browning Abraham could force the lo of a minor 
portion of th wearingen land holding at be t but ome of the 

wearingen neighbor on Terrapin Neck could lo e everything they 
o n d. In hi court appeal Abraham de cribed the Swearingen and 

ther landhold r on Terrapin eek a intruder . The Swearingen 
\~intrud r 'l'I pr bably circulated in the ame ocial trata a the Shepherd 
and e n attended the ame Church of England. It' unknown if they at 
on the . ame ide of the ai le. 

ot that tlz,,.ee group were now conte ting the owner hip of Terrapin 
eek: 

I - th Hite heir claimed it becau e the 1736 purcha er Browning 
ne er ettled the land; (they had argued in 1770 that they owned it 
becau e Browning wa the fir t ettler!)· 

2 - th Browning heir claimed it (with Abraham Shepherd urging) 
b cau their father bought it from the Hite back in 1736, and they 
had the complete et of document to prove it· 

3 - and th curr nt holder of the land, who held title ba ed on 
airfa grant i ued in the 1750 . Thi group included the Col. 
an wearingen h ir Indian Van wearingen and the 
illiam 'On L wi , M tcalf_ and Boyd ton familie . 

or th heir f ol. an wearingen only about 184 acre~ out ide of 
th 01·iginal I 7 4 Poul~ on Mount and Jone patent wa in que tion. 
Indian an wearingen Ii ing out near the Ohio Ri er apparently till 
clai111 d ra] hundred acr of th old York/Chapline tract on the 

a t r11 nd f' T rrapin ck, and may ha e been the true target of 
braharn h ph rd' antagoni m. 
L gal ab~ tra tion re a ide i u for the hepherd at lea t a part of 

thi tin1 a braham h ph rd and hi. ife Eleanor lo t a 7-year-old 
n - Jam - thi }'ear. The Vv' uld name a later , on Jame Her e 

h ph rd). braham k pt an account book through the 1790, which 
gi\1

- , .... m n int r ~ting d tail of hi ariou bu ine account ( hepherd 
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Family Papers 1790-1862). He kept accounts of his legal fees and 
services for the Browning lawsuit in this book, and one interesting fee 
that recurs frequently in the 1790s is for ''Clark's Notes'' probably 
referring to the 1786 survey of Terrapin Neck by Jonathon Clark. 
Abraham billed a number of clients for ''Clark's Note '' over several 
years including a James Vandivere, a Dr. Jacobus Vandivere (same 
person?) and the various Browning heirs. It's unclear what role the 
Vandivere played in this particular lawsuit, since they were not related 
to the Brownings and held no claim for Terrapin Neck. What i clear, 
though, is that the dispute between the Swearingens, Shepherds, and 
Vandiveres that began in the 1760s was still being fought in the 1790s 
and perhaps later. 

1790 - Because ''maney unreasonable delays has hitherto prevented a 
division of the said lands among the divisees '' Drusilla Swearingen 
Rutherford, one of the 4 sibling heirs of the deceased Col. Van 
Swearingen, apparently became impatient and took legal action to force 
her two brothers, Jo iah and Hezekiah, and her sister Lurannah, into an 
agreement that would select several men to appraise and subdivide their 
late father's estate (BCDB 9, p. 344). So the appraisers were chosen and 
went to work. The 315 acres of the Springwood tract were valued at 
£1260 pounds; 190 acres of this property including the estate house went 
to Josiah, while the western remainder of 124 acres, including the river 
frontage, went to Hezekiah (now called RiverView Farm); Priscilla had 
received her 150 acres of this tract the year before. Hezekiah's new 
acreage included an odd corridor that cut across Josiah's property to the 
east, possibly in order to retain a route to the Terrapin Neck road and 
Shepherds Town, or perhaps to retain property where several slave cabin 
were likely located (what we now know as Shepherd Grade probably did 
not yet exist). The 242- acre tract close to Shepherdstown along the 
Potomac that Van had received in a 1760 Fairfax grant was valued at a 
little over £302 pounds, and was given to Lurannah and her husband 
William Bennett. Land near the old Van Meter Marsh patent (now the 
Heatherfield subdivision) totaling 173 acres, valued at over £432 pounds, 
went to Drusilla and her husband. To make up the difference in value 
between the properties, Josiah was required to pay sister Drusilla £64 
pounds, 5 shillings in 3 equal payments over several years. Van's will 
had earlier specified that Drusilla should receive the 2 hou e and lots in 
Shepherdstown while the sibling's half-sister Peggy, still a juvenile, was 
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t re i e 400 a r of land near ~ Big andy Creek , a tributary of the 
h1 Ri er (her mother i 2nd wife Pri~ cilia) - thi wa bounty land gi en 

to an for war-tim ervice. 
Th Id Hite - Fairfax law uit continued to add to the family ten ~ion at 

thi ~ time. Judg Wythe threw out the wearingen claim for their 
re1naining Fairfa grant on Terrapin Neck in Hite v Fairfax. The old 
pap r fr m the Hite trategy didn t work-the Swearingen ca e no 
d ubt al o w akened becau e of the death of the venerable Van. An 
atta hm nt wa ordered again t the Swearingen e tate in order to pay the 
back rent and profit to the Hite . But inexplicably Judge Wythe then 
rul d that the 1786 ruling should not go into effect on Terrapin Neck and 
title hould go to th pre ent holder of the land - hi phra e wa they 
''. hfJLtld be quieted in their po session''. The Swearingen heir and other 
n T rrapin eek no doubt rejoiced at thi tum of affair and Pri cilla 

Jo~ iah and Indian Van could now retain their parcel in que tion but 
unf rtunately Wythe ruling de cribed them a 'Tenant,'i of Browning's 
rep,·e~ entative ', opening the door for a Browning appeal. The 

w aringen did not appeal the ruling perhap becau e the end re ult wa 
th y retained title to the land albeit a ' tenant of Abraham Shepherd. 
The oth r Terrapin eek landowner i.e. Boyd ton Metcalf Lewi and 
William~ on\ had till not been officially notified by any court that their 
title, w r in que tion. eral month later Abraham Shepherd the 
Bro ning r pre entati e who now, courte y of the court, had ome 
\\t nant '", urgently filed an appeal on behalf of the Browning heir after he 
inad rt ntl h ard about the wearingen ruling (Hyman 1996). 

braham h pherd had other bu ine to attend to that year a well. 
Lat in 1790 Ge rge Wa hington i, ited the area on a tour of potential ite 
for a national apital. hepherd and everal other prominent local boo~ ter 
had tak n th trouble to ollect ub cription totaling 20 662.66 to help 
.. ,how th ir abilit to defra the o t of con tructing f deral building 
( r th r, , n.d.). Th h ph rd .. town area I cated in a region that could 
uppl farm pr du t to a rapid] growing new country wa experiencing a 

bu in .. b ma~ 11; tw town in Berkele County now exceeded 1000 
p opl , h ph rd Tov., n and Martin burg. The fir t fed ral cen u~ in I 790 

ti1nat d that th r wer , 93,6 5 p ople in th new United tate . 
irginia 'A1a .. the m t populou. tate with 747,610 people counted (59% 
re hit , 39ck re n la\ d frican 2o/c ere free black ).* 

* Bureat1 of en u Pir .. t en u of the l inited tate 
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1791 - John Ma1·shall was another prominent Virginia attorney 
consulted by Shepherd and the Brownings in this case. Within a few 
years he would become the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States under the Jefferson administration, and he personally would 
eventually buy the remainder of the Fairfax holdings in Virginia. 
Shepherd did not have the legal stature of John Marshall and other 
prominent attorneys involved in the case, and Shepherd probably 
followed Marshall's lead in many aspects of the legal proceedings. In 
March of 1791, for example, John Marshall wrote Shepherd regarding the 
landholders on Terrapin Neck who held title via Fairfax, telling Shepherd 
''to demand possession of them and if they refuse to give it, Let me know 
immediately - only their names, that I may commence suits against them -
Let me know by what title they hold .. '' Marshall had been involved in the 
Hite-Fairfax controversy for most of his legal career, arguing the case on 
the side of Fairfax. His added role in the Browning case on Terrapin 
Neck stemmed not necessarily from being for the Browning cause, but 
only because the Brownings were arguing, like the Fairfax estate, against 
the Hite claim (Hyman 1996). Judging by the above communication, he 
seems to have been unaware that the Terrapin Neck landholders had 
Fairfax grants, and when he was informed, he may have lost his 
enthusiasm for filing any lawsuits. 

When Abraham Shepherd's appeal was heard on behalf of the 
Browning heirs, Judge Wythe reversed his own ruling! about allowing the 
present holders to retain possession of Terrapin Neck, but let stand hi 
ruling against the Swearingens. After being involved with Fairlax and 
Hite-related litigation for most of his long career, he now seemed to want 
to wash his hands of the whole matter. The Hite attachment against the 
Swearingens now became a Browning attachment against the Swearingen 
property. Abraham Shepherd also argued successfully that since the 
other landowners had failed to submit their claims in court (they had 
never even been summoned!), legal title to the land must revert to the 
Brownings. With proper legal representation at this point Shepherd's 
arguments could have been easily dealt with, but good legal advice came 
too late for the people living on Terrapin Neck. The upshot: the judge 
previously had awarded an attachment to the Hite heirs only on 
Swearingen property, but Shepherd, via the Browning claim, used this as 
a tool to go after the whole 1200 acres! The Swearingens, Metcalfs, 
(Van's second wife's family), Williamsons, Boydstons and others were 
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on the erge f lo ing Terrapin eek after .... owning' it for decade ! On a 
cold rainy night in o ember neighbor Thoma , BoydL ton a bachelor 
fan11 r li ing ju t ,outh of pringwood received hi fir t official court 
noti that hi , titl to the land wa in que tion in the form of Abraham 

h ph rd the local h riff and a lawyer threatening to throw him in jail if 
he didn't gi up hi land. Pre umably they had al o vi ited Jo iah 

w aringen about the ame bu ine recently. hepherd' only legally 
nforc able action at thi point wa the Browning attachment again t the 
wearingen , yet he and the heriff were fraudulently u ing it to threaten 
eryone on Terrapin eek. After the death of Col. Van Swearingen 

Boyd ton would now become galvanized into becoming the champion 
defend r of the Terrapin eek property holder (Hyman 1996). 

Jo iah wearingen no longer held hi po ition a the official urveyor 
for B rkel y County, having been replaced by David Hunter (Doherty 
1972). He received thi year another letter from hi cou in Indian Van 
Ii ing on th Ohio River dated March 17 1791 : 

i,-, I am going to give you the late news in this neighborhood. The 
Inclia11/:; lately killed and took even people 2 miles from my fort and 

_{(>L11~ other in the l4'0od,r; in this neighborhood. Brady [his son-in­
laii,') c1nd othe,~.'i 25 followed or scouted after the savages returned 
ivith 4 alp, and a great quantity' of plunder. * The)' wounded 
lndia11.~ thczt caped a11d killed a squaw by accident which the did 
r1ot .~calp. The Indian killed I 7 Ya,ikee ,~ in a blockhoi,se without 
le>,';, of a n1an. A.~ it i. aid 1,ve expec,t a blood)' general avage war 
a,zd ~ hcJu/d expect }Ol./ i,1 the field if y·ou ~i-·as a,r; capable as you wa.r; 
1,v/1e11 l-t'e i\;'a.s he/cl bac·k by rascal CL McIntosh. The Indian.s has 
/Jit111t chiefi)' all the corn at the Garse}, ettlement c1t [Wheeling?], 
the i11/1abitant,\· cl1ief/)' eL'icaped i11to a .stockade and after a 24 hours 
/Jattle J1elli t/1e fort. I a,11 i11cerel_v orr-y that I am c·onfined to nz) 
l1<J111e tl1at I c·tl1111ot do 111)' elf tl1e pleasure of pending a feiv da_vs 
lVit/1 .\'<Ju tlii .~p,-i11g the \\r'ar forbid. I e pect you 1ri,•ill come to ee 
t/1e a,-,11)· . ta,·t thi.s . 11111mer. If )'(JLt should not I ii ill vi~~it ) 'Oll thi.c:; 
Jc1ll. ( an wearingen Lett r ) 

* Brad)' and hi men \\ ere 1aLer accused of 'plundering·· for their killing of the Delaware 
lnd1an.., at Lhe Big Bea\er Blockhou e on March 9. 1791. there being a '-ltrong que tion 
rcgardi11g the part1c1pation of th1 band 1n any depredation.. . reward of 300 and 1000 
\\ere p ,ted for the capture of Brady. l-11 tnal in Pitt burgh ended 1n a not guilt)' verdict. 
but the JUf)' required hin1 10 pay the co t . ee J .R. arren 197 art1<.;]e '•Did am Brady 
Jun1p'' in 11lc tone , .4(3 . W\ bch1 tory.org 
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Indian Van's 30-year-old nephew, now of Bourbon County Kentucky 
(also named Van Swearingen), son of his brother Major Thomas 
Swearingen, would be one of several thousand young men helping to 
form the army mentioned in the above letter. Perhaps with a sense of 
foreboding young Van wrote his last will and testament in August of 
1791, which was witnessed by his uncle Indian Van, Indian Van's wife 
Eleanor, and Indian Van's daughter Drusilla Brady and later recorded in 
Berkeley County, Virginia. He became a captain, unfortunately, in an 
army that was hurriedly forrned, poorly trained, and suffered from a lack 
of supplies, leadership and armament. Berkeley County, Virginia, also 
contributed several dozen soldiers to the cause, including a General Darke 
and his sons. On November 4th, this young Van Swearingen was one of 
about 700 soldiers killed by a surprise Miami-led Indian attack against the 
entire American Army then marching to Indiana under General St. Clair; 
Van's will was presented to the Berkeley County court in July 1792. St. 
Clair was the second in a series of commanders who had been ordered by 
President Washington and the new Congress to put down the Indian 
menace once and for all. The Indians of course differed in their opinion 
of who was to blame for all the bloodshed on what the Americans called 
the ''frontier'' and the Indians called ''home''. The battle is known to 
history as ''St. Clair's Defeat'', and the loss sent shock waves of fear and 
disgust throughout the new country. A congressional investigation 
exonerated General St. Clair when it was discovered that the Secretary of 
War Henry Knox and his friend William Duer had stolen $55,000 of the 
$75,000 appropriated by Congress to buy supplies for the ragged, ill­
equipped new army; Knox and Duer used the money for land speculation. 
In only three hours of fighting, more U.S. Army casualties occurred at the 
battlefield site now known as Fort Recovery on the Ohio-Indiana border 
than at any battle of the American Revolutionary War. The few surviving 
soldiers reported that the powder they were given was so poor that rifle 
balls were seen bouncing off their foes. American officers had been 
selectively targeted early in the battle, leaving the remaining soldiers in 
hopeless disarray. General Darke helped lead the escape for part of the 
army, but had to watch in horror as one of his sons was killed in the 
melee (Dandridge 1910). According to some accounts, the Indians lost 
only about 40 men. Military service and prestige had been beneficial to 
the Swearingens over the years, but it also resulted in the occasional 
funeral. Several years later, another battle on the same site, part of 
General Wayne's Campaign, would lead to an American victory and 
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finally ettle - by the word - the que tion of ettlement of the Northwest 
Territory. 

The decea d Van brother Andrew with hi wife Polly, would now 
tak er the admini tration of the Kentucky land . The difficultie were 
num r u and familiar - competing claim and overlapping urvey 
w uld keep the court\ and the wearingen bu y in Kentucky for decade 
to c me. Land <:laim that were ba ed on military warrant alway took 
prec denc , o it eem that mo t of the con iderable Swearingen land 
h lding in Kentucky were eventually afely patented. The buffalo herd 
that had numb red in the thou and in Kentucky 20 year before were 
n w completely gone a were mo t of the other game animal . Hor e 
la e, cattle tobacco and hemp much of it old down the rivet* to the 
pani h/Fr nch ettlement in ew Orlean were now a prominent part of 

th K ntucky land cape (Wharton and Barbour 1991). 
The lat ol. Van widow Pri cilia remarried to a Marcu Alder on 

Jan 20·. It i unknown if he and her daughter were till living in the little 
cabin by the ri r that had been fixed up for her. At thi point he till 

wned th 150 acre of land on the Potomac for the duration of her life 
but nt would oon 1 ad to ome ignificant change . Her new 
hu" band Marcu wa no doubt related to George Alder who wa a tenant 
record d by urveyor Jonathan Clark in 1786 living on the Metcalf fa1·1n 
on Terrapin e k (Pri " illa wa a Metcalf prior to her marriage to Col. 

an). 

1792 - In ebruary, the heir of Col. Van Swearingen igned a 
con anc of the Terrapin eek land in contention to the Browning 
h ir (B DB 10 p.151) after b ing threatened with contempt of court and 
a jai] enten e b hepherd - the Browning paid the wearingen 5 
hilling fi r the land the traditional token amount. In fact Shepherd had 

n nl an attachm nt to the wearingen property, but he eem to have 
n inc d the earingen that thi meant that they had to tum o er the 

pr pert , or perhap.. th y pref erred to lo e the property rather than other 
r .. our .. . Thi tran a tion now required that about 184 acre of the 
north m portion f Terrapin ck be turn d over to th Browning heir -
and 100 a r . of thi total came out of .. tep-mother Pri cilla and her new 
hu band' 1 0 acre!.! P rhap from the per ,pecti e of the four 

aring n ibling .. ~ thi property had already been • lo t in 1789 when 
th had d d d it \ r t Pri cilia for the duration of h r natural life. 
J iah aring n uld lo (temporarily) 4 l /2 acre. from the 
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remaining Springwood estate, now the southern portion of NCTC 
adjacent to Shepherd Grade and Terrapin Neck road. The Swearingen 
heirs also had to worry about paying the rents and profits dated from 
1786. One wonders if Abraham Shepherd felt uncomfortable about 
relieving his fellow Revolutionary War comrade-in-arms and brother-in­
law Josiah of his land and money. 

Col. Van Swearingen's estate was billed 50 pounds this year by 
Abraham Shepherd for the hundred acre on Terrapin Neck that Van had 
sold to Adam Money in 1777, which was probably a percentage of the 
rents and profit owed for the Swearingen period of ownership (BCWB 2, 
pl46). A new fence line now appeared, following the old Brooke survey 
line of 1734 starting at Shepherd Island and ending near Terrapin Neck 
Road, splitting Pri cilia's property and leaving her and her new husband 
Marcus Alder with just 50 acres. This property line passes under the 
pre ent-day NCTC footbridge. This same 50 acres would later be sold by 
the Swearingen siblings to Abraham Shepherd in 1798 (BCDB 17, pl3) 
for 400 pounds. The siblings must have re-acquired their rights to the 
property in return for paying off the Alder's share of the Browning 
lawsuit - an estate settlement document shows in 1796 a payment of 25 
pounds ''To rents paid William Keating for Marcus Alder as agreed by 
the Heirs of Van Swearingen Deceased'' and another 25 pounds ''To cash 
paid Abraham Shepherd in full of Alder's Claim on Estate'' (BCWB 3, 
pp463-472). This 50 acres is now the area of the NCTC campu that 
includes the Instructional buildings, lodges, and the Entry Auditorium. 

At the ame time that the Swearingens signed a conveyance of their 
property to the Brownings in 1792, so also did Boydston (on Feb. 6), 
Williamson (on Feb. 13), and John and Elizabeth Lewis (the Lowes?, on 
Feb. 20). Like the Swearingens, they had been threatened with contempt 
of court and jail time. But unlike the Swearingens, they didn't realize that 
because they had never been on a court list of landholders, never been 
served with court papers, and never been asked to appear in court, 
Shepherd had no legal right to demand this (Hyman 1996). Never mind 
that the 1736 survey was conducted past the deadline, and the Brownings 
had never settled the land, which were both legal requirements for 
retaining title back in 1736. 

''Capt. He,iry is now employed in clearing the Shepardstown Falls'' 
was announced in the annual report of the Potomac Company, as they 
continued their work in clearing the Potomac River of obstructions (Corra 
Bacon-Foster 1912). The ''Falls'' most likely refers to the series of 
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lime. tone I dge r1 ar Packhor e ord a 1nile or so outh of town. 

1793 - In December, Abraham Shepherd ucce fully argued in 
hance1·y urt to get Ten·apin Neck holder to move off the land and 
i title er to the Browning heir . The court wa al o a ked to figure 

out h w much rent and profit the Browning heir were owed. Neighbor 
Boyd t n wa thrown in jail for a day after refu ing to move off hi land. 

jur , umm ned into hepherd town by Shepherd had heard the ca e, 
nd actually ot d again t hepherd! in favor of the current land holder ~ 

on the ck. Local opinion apparently wa n t going to get Shepherd very 
far, heph rd appealed to the Di trict Court at Winche ter. The 
Winch , t r jury found for hepherd and the Browning heir allowing the 

iction of Boyd ton and other on the Neck. Boyd ton a ked for an 
injun tion again t thi~ ruling which wa granted. 

Indian Yan w aring n nephew of Col. Van died at the age of 51 at 
hi~ plantation on the Ohio Ri er leaving behind everal adult children a 

11 a .. three ju enile children he had with hi la t wife Eleanor including 
a n w on named Thoma (hi fir t on Thoma wa killed in 1787). Hi 
will di ided up e era) plantation lave two yoke of oxen milk cow 
a mill, . till hou and a mith hop. Becau e hi e tate wa till tenuou ly 
c nn ct d t the old Yorke place out on Terrapin eek hi heir and 

cut r~ ould be dealing with the never-ending court ca e hortly. Hi 
ill di . tribut d ,,ariou tract of land in Penn ylvania and Virginia among 

hi heir but mad no e plicit mention of the property on Terrapin eek 
c pt t tate that ''tl1e profit ari irzg therefroni tJ1e ail or othenvi e of 

111,· e.~tc1te i l1ic·h I l1a\ e not me11tioned in thi will to be equally divided'' 
arn ng hi heir . . 

ndr Michau , the renowned French botani t collected plant. in 
th n-Berkel aunty (now Jeffer on County) that he would be adding to 
hi~ g1· wing h rbariu1n in Pari . 0 er the next ten year other prominent 
botani t.~ in luding Fred ri k Pur h Benjamin Barton and Thomas 

uttall w uld \ i it th ar a on colle tinge pedition. (Boone 1965) . 

. 11if.f of e e,y ki11d ·udcle11I) bec·a111e en(Jrmou I l1igh; i11 c·on/ieque11ce of 
lt /1i "/1 1/1 fa1·111e1· i11 t/1e \ 1alle_,t abandoned tl1e cultii'atic;n of tobc1c"c·o c111cl 

tL11·11ed tlzei,,. c1tt 11tio11 to i1-heat, l-Vhic·h the_,, ,·ailc;ed i11 i al~t qt,antitie~s jcJ1· 

.\'e e,·al ., ea,· .. ~. It ivas 110 u1zcrJ111111on t/1i11g Jo, .. t/1e fa1-111er, for 5·ei'e 1·c1/ 

., ·ec11· c{fr ,. 1/ze c·o111111e11ce111ent cJJ t/1e F1·e11cl1 Re\,'Olutio11, to .. 5ell l1i c· ,·op.r; 
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of wheat from one to two, and sometimes at two and a half dollars per 
bushel, and his flour from ten to fourteen dollars per barrel in our 
seaport towns. '' (from Kercheval 1833) 

What did the Hites do with their newly-acquired money from the 
Fairfax lawsuit? Some of the money acquired by the Hites went to Isaac 
Hite, grandson of Joist Hite. Isaac was a veteran officer of the 
Revolutionary War, married James Madison's sister and was a friend of 
Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson, in fact, helped to design a new mansion for 
Isaac Hite, which was built of native limestone on Hite land south of 
Winchester between 1794 and 1797; the money for the new mansion 
undoubtedly came in part from the successful lawsuit against the Fairfax 
Proprietary. Isaac eventually owned over a hundred slaves and worked 
several thousand acres of land. The home, Belle Grove, today is 
recognized as a national landmark and remains nearly unaltered, and 
offers daily tours between April and October. 

1795 - Tragedy strikes again - on August 9, Josiah Swearingen died, 51 
years old (his cousin Van and his uncle Thomas died at almost the exact 
same age). There was not a will recorded at the courthouse, suggesting a 
more sudden death; the settlement of the estate over the next several 
years as the probate legalities were followed is detailed in over 9 pages in 
Berkeley County Will Book 3, pages 463-72. The children, now orphans, 
were 18, 16, 13 and 11 years old. Josiah was buried next to his wife, 
sister-in-law and two young nieces at Springwood. (There may be other 
burials there - we don't know where Col. Van, his first wife Sarah, his 
daughter Rebecca, or his son Thomas were buried, for example, and this 
seems a possible spot). The estate recorded the services of coffin-maker 
Robert Selby who made two caskets, one presumably for Josiah, the other 
for a negro woman. Two gallons of port wine were provided by William 
Blackford, apparently for the memorial services, and a quantity of 
whiskey was also necessary for the ''Appraisement of Estate''. A 
housekeeper, Sally Noland, was retained until the following March. 
Daughter Eleanor went to live with the Henry Bedinger family, while son 
James, born at Springwood and now 13 years old, took up clerking in 
Berryville the same year (H.H Swearingen). Brothers Thomas and 
Samuel were probably still living in the Shepherdstown area. Jo iah's 
estate settlement gives an interesting glimpse of farming life in the mid-
1790s. Crews were contracted over the next few years to plant, harvest, 
haul and clean many bushels of wheat and rye. One of the recurring 
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pa m nt wa, for whi ky and wine to the field crew no doubt ome or 
all of th n1 , la e . Fore ample on July 9th 1796 the crew went through 
4 gallon" f whi ky and two quart of wine. On November 7th another 
er w w nt through 5 1 /4 gallon of whi key while hu king com. Two 
quarts of whi5ky wer paid men working for Eleanor. A equence of 
pa ment, in 1797 how how ome good were brought to market: 27 
flour ca k~ were purcha ed from Smurr and William a payment wa 
mad f r carriage of the e ca k to the river another payment for 27 
barr I, f flour floated to the fall (Great Fall ) another payment for 
to rage at the fall , , another for carriage to Alexandria and then a final 

pa ment for cooperage and torage at Alexandria. Another hipment of 
1 barrel, of flour wa old at orf olk though there i no mention of how 

th flour got there. Al o mentioned are I 1/2 bu hel of flax eed a ale 
f tin1othy ~ eed and ariou quantitie of com. No mention i made of 

tobacc . 

1796 - Jo, iah daughter Eleanor now an heire with land and lave 
marri d Thoma Worthington al o from a wealthy . prominent local 
famil . Worthington grandfather a Quaker wa one of the original 
, ttl r in the region back in the 1730 . Thoma ' father married out of 
m ting and a di barred from the group but became prominent in the 

ngli an hurch and later died during the Revolutionary War when 
Thoma a ju~ t a child (Jeff. County Hi t. Soc. 1990 Dandridge 1910). 
In additi n t admini t ring hi family e tate young Worthington had 
be n orking r ently in hepherd town a a part-time deputy heriff. 
Th wedding took place in the parlor of Eleanor aunt and uncle - Capt. 

braham and Eleanor hepherd. Apparently the Browning law uit had 
n t I ned lli affection for her aunt and uncle and perhap he 
\\1a n' t a war of h r uncle r le in all that had tran pired . Thoma 

orthingt n al o became th I gal guardian of hi new wife younger 
broth r . rthington had rec ntly r tum d from Ohio territory having 
fir t b n ... nt ut to Ohio b General Darke to locate and urvey Darke 
land that had be n gi n a bount land for hi. ervice in the Revolution· 
Dark , entuaJl old th land to Worthington at a low price. General 
Dark had b me like a f ath r to the young orthington after lo ing all 
h1 , . n .. in ariou militar op ration ._ including t. Clair Defeat 

v r I ar , arlier. Jo iah ~ earing n didn t Ji e long enough to 
a quir land ~ r th ri r' in Ohio~ but all of hi childr n would 

ntu 11 L ttl th r , in part b au of thi marriage to Worthington. 
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Josiah's estate settlement included bill for other sundry items such as 
school supplies, clothing and numerous silk handkerchiefs for young 
James and his brother . James Bell was hired to make several suits of 
clothes. Also listed are several payments to Abraham Shepherd and the 
Browning heirs. For example, 87 pounds, 15 shillings, 8 pence were 
''paid Joshua Browning 1/4 of 84 acres also in part for damages'', while 
another 63 pounds were ''paid William Keating 1/4 of 84 acres also in 
part for damages'' . Exactly what these damages were is still an 
intriguing question, but perhaps referred to back rents. Another 181 
pounds, IO shillings were paid to ''Abraham Shepherd as per decree 
High Court of Chancery''. James Wood, son of the surveyor of Terrapin 
Neck in 1736, was now Governor of Virginia. His wife was a sister-in­
law to Drucilla Swearingen Rutherford (Col. Van's daughter). 

1797 Division of Josiah Swearingen's 
Springwood Estate 

Priscnta•s 
remaining 
50 acres, sold 
to Abraham 
Shepherd in 
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Th hancery Court i~ . ued an attachment again t the Swearinge11 
. tat and ther Terrapin eek holder for contempt of court for not 

pa ing th Browning heir , the rent and profit due them from 1786. 
The He~~ ian Fly Ma)'etiola destructor, named becau e it wa 

, uppo~ edly int1·oduced by traw brought in to New York by He ian 
troop during the Revolutiona1·y War made it fir t appearance in 

irginia. By th following year the fly almo t completely de troyed the 
wh at crop in the vicinity of the Potomac River (Kercheval 1833). It 
r main a"· a L eriou pe t of grain crop today. Jo iah Swearingen ~ 

probate document mention wheat numerou time in 1796, but it' 
unkno n what percentage of the crop they may have lo t. 

1797- Becau e of the Boyd ton appeal more court-01~ctered depo ition 
w re tak n concerning Terrapin eek land . By order of the court 
Jo'- iah wearingen land and 8 lave were divided among hi heir by 

braham h pherd and everal othe1◄ • In the court document Jo iah' 
propert th pre ent-day Cre Creek golf cour e community) originally 
purcha d from hi father wa de cribed a ''The mansion tract of the 
.~aid Jo5;ia/1 wearinge11 ituate and l}ing near Shepherdstow11 and 
joi11i11g the land of Jo eph wearingen, William Bennett and the heirs of 
Ma1-1i11 tip contai11ing T¾10 Hundred and twenty-four ac·res '', while 

pringwo d ( CTC) wa~ r ferred to a ''One other tract of land, also 
11ea1· hepherd town on the potomac·k river and bounded b) the lands of 
He-ekia/1 wea, .. ingen, Browning heirs and land .. '> no111 in po .. 'i~'>ession of 
Ma,,.c· ,, Aide,- containing Two Hundred event)-five acres ''(Berkeley 

tint R recorded Deed Book 1 p 431 ). The northern 137 acre of 
pringwo d the kitchen, and 3 lave were given to Jo iah , on 
amuel wh wa then ju t 13 year old! am eventually became a Capt. 

in th r of I 12 and had a long military career ri ing to the rank of 
n ral. In later ar he ettled in Ohio near hi ~ibling and wa a 

I gi lat r, m r hant and farmer; he died, like hi father and mother at a 
relati I oung ag 4 , in 1 2. The outh 138 acre of pringwood 1 
. la . and th hou e w re gi en to Jo iah , on Thoma , who wa 1 

ar.. ld at th time. He al .. o entuall moved to Ohio to be with hi 
broth r and i ter, and aft r hi , fir t wife di d he mo ed to Illinoi . A 
m p f th 1797 di i ion f pringwood portray the owner hip of 
T rrapin e k land after the Browning law uit. ibling Jame~ and 

I an r \\er ach gi en a half of th ir father~ tract near 
h ph rd .. to n. a w II a , lave . 
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A Swearingen appeal was at least partially successful: on the fifth of 
June, 1797, the High Court of Chancery ordered that 84 1/2 acres of 
property, part of the April 1750 Fairfax grant to Col. Van Swearingen, be 
conveyed by the Brownings back to the heirs of Josiah Swearingen 
(JCDB 3, p.325). This acreage was not only returned to Josiah's heirs, it 
also went back to Abraham's teenage nephews; if Abraham had his eye 
on Springwood at the time he shed no tears over this ''loss'' from the 
Browning lands, as it might be more easily acquired if it remained ''in the 
family''. (This land is adjacent to present-day Shepherd Grade and 
Terrapin Neck Road on the south side of NCTC, and includes the fields 
now being converted to native warm season grasses.) The Browning heirs 
didn't hurry to carry out this order- Josiah's son Thomas was still waiting 
for this conveyance to take place in 1806 when he sold his land - to who 
else but Abraham Shepherd. Priscilla's 100 acres on Terrapin Neck 
remained with the Brownings. A day later on June 6, 1797 the same June 
Court required the administrators of Josiah's estate to pay the Brownings 
£60 pounds for past rents and profits in three installments, and held the 
Medcalf-Boydston-Willamson-Bennett defendants in contempt of court 
for not answering the court summons. This particular suit was ''abated'' 
for Indian Van Swearingen on account of his death. 

On November 7th, 1797 Abraham Shepherd re-acquired the property 
across the river from Shepherdstown known as Pell Mell from the 
Freemans of New Jersey (his brother had sold it in 1769 to a Jacob 
Vandiver, who passed it to his daughter Phoebe and her husband Dr. 
Clarkson Freeman - Washington Cty DB K, p. 532). Abraham 
immediately entered into a IO-year agreement with a George Batson, 
who was to live on Pell Mell as part of a profit-sharing agreement, 
provided that George built a house and barn and cleared 20 acres over the 
next 5 years. Abraham reserved the right to remove firewood and plant 
fruit trees and other crops, mentioning wheat, rye, corn, oats, barley, 
tobacco and buckwheat. Abraham also agreed to provide nails, planks, 
shingles and brick (WC DB L, p.47). 

1798 - Taking up the Terrapin Neck lawsuit appeal on behalf of 
Boydston and the Terrapin Neck landowners, the Richmond Court again 
found in favor of Shepherd and the Browning heirs. One of the witnesses 
for Thomas Boydston was Joh·n Welch, who, when questioned by 
Abraham Shepherd about why Shepherd had undertaken the Browning 
cause, answered: 
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'' ... l1e i1~fo1·n1ed ,ne ome time in 1793 that he never hould have 
1111de,,.tak n that bu i11e,s at all hc1d it not been for a long law suit 
be1YVee11 l1i,n a11d the wearingens about Shepherds Town ferry and 
b_, reas,c;n of ome unfair turn they took of him he had lost the ferry, 
a11cl knowing or hearing that tl1e Brownings had a claim to 1200 
ac~re of la11d in Tar,l"apine Neck in which the Shepherds held some 
quantif)' of la11d and he determined to retaliate the loss of the ferry 
upon 1l1e111 b), recovering from them that land and further saith not'' 
( ase Paper Boyd ton v. Shepherd #1 copy from E. Hyman). 

75 

o th re we have it. ince Abraham eem to have a ked the que tion 
him elf he apparently wanted everyone to know that he wa motivated to 
remo e the landholder on Terrapin Neck becau e of hi prior 
di 'agr ment with the wearingen . 

T rrapin eek landholder were now evicted by the local heriff and 
th Browning heir were allowed to take po e ion. One or more of 
them actually mo ed to Terrapin eek within a few year though ome 

Id off th ir portion to Abraham Shepherd. Keating daughter 
e entuall marri d into appington Newman Van ant and John on 
familie~ - th cemetery on Terrapin Neck Road i (reportedly) fu]l of 
K ating and John on . Boyd ton appealed on procedural ground to the 

taunt n Court but hi claim wa getting weaker and weaker. 
The thre remaining wearingen ibl ing and the admini trator of 

J iah e tate old to Abraham hepherd for £400 pound the 50 
r maining a re that had b n part of tep-mother Pri cilia hare of the 

tate BCDB 10 p2 2)· howe er it wa arranged Pri cilla wa now off 
th prop rt and braham had hi ~ fir t 50 acre of the wearingen 
h lding , a par el that now include much of the CTC campu . The 
tran acti n wa n t re orded at the Berkeley County courthou e until 
I O 1 ~ in part of the proce entailed rounding up witne e to vouch 
t'or th ~ ibling ha ing actually igned the document. Dru illa wa 
\' u h d f r n 6th o . 179 Lurannah on 19th Jan. l 799~ Henry 
B ding r (repr enting Jo iah \ e tate) and William Bennett on 2 I Jan. 
179 and H z kiah th la t holdout, wa n t ouched for until 23 Feb. 
I 0 I. In pril of 179 Pri cilia and h r new hu band Marcu Alder 
pur ha d I~ 7 acre dir ctly uth of the Boyd ton place along the road 
t h ph rd t n, probabl u ing in part proceed from the old 

\\' aring n pr per·t (B DB 14 p.571 ). braham hepherd ~ e m to 
ha b n th m n n1an f r th tran. acti n: Ider w'a , till making 
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payments to Abraham Shepherd's estate in the 1820s, which were in tum 
passed on to Thomas Toole, whose family originally owned the land (see 
JCWB 6, p.222). 

Eleanor Swearingen and her new husband 
Thomas Worthington packed up their 
belongings and moved near the new village of 
Chillicothe, Ohio. The area was being 
surveyed for Virginia soldiers of the 
Revolution, and was fo1·1nerly a large Shawnee 

Indian town site that would become famous in 
archeological circles for the large Hopewell 

Culture I Adena burial mounds. Eleanor was 
Mrs. Thomas Worthington accompanied on the trip by her brothers 

James and Samuel and several other people who 
would become prominent in the early history of 

Ohio. The W orthingtons apparently had a strong 
dislike for the institution of slavery, and 
emancipated their slaves in Ohio (Sears 1958); 
Worthington soon became prominent in 
business and Ohio politics, serving in the 

Territorial Legislature 1799-1803, US Senate 
1803-1807 and 1810-1814, and finally was 

Governor of Ohio 1814-1818. 
Gen. Thomas Worthington Benoni Swearingen died this year. He left 

his ferry operation, personal and real estate to 
his son Henry, and daughter Sarah, who was married to a John Blackford 
(Wash. Cty WB A, p. 395). His third wife Hester was given a patch of 
ground near Sharpsburg, their dwelling house (now 125 East Main Street 
in Sharpsburg), and a slave named Jane and her daughter, provided that 
Hester would give up her right of dower to the western lands in 
Kentucky. The ferry operation would now be known as Blackford's 
Ferry. 

The former town of Mecklenburg was now officially renamed 
Shepherds Town (this was contracted to Shepherdstown after the Civil 
War). Abraham Shepherd at this time also was busy with land 
transactions out in Ohio. Between 1798 and I 813 he would patent some 
6895 acre in the Virginia Military District near Chillicothe. He was the 
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original warrant e n le than half of thi land a he purcha ed or traded 
th r warrant d tract, from e eral other men including a John Galt 

Hugh teph n on Thoma Coverley Je e Bland and Robert Porterfield. 
numb r f other hepherd Town men had al o been buying elling 

and trading land there, including ferry operator Benoni Swearingen who 
at n tin1 h,id acquired I 000 acre from Abraham Shepherd (thi land 
wa~ originally warranted to a Chri topher Brady and wa finally patented 
b a Jo ph Petty). The only wearingen with a warrant for land in Ohio 
wa~ a Joseph earing n po ibly Benoni brother who put in for 227 
acr . ; apparently mo t of the wearingen family bounty land were 
I cated in K ntu ky. (View original Ohio General Land Office record at 
web ite www.glor ord .blm.go ). 

ta wa a e ed thi year on lave and home in Berkeley County 
irginia. Th roll how that Jo iah e tate wa taxed for one lave (50 
nt ·) and ne home - pringwood ( 840). Hezekiah next door wa 

charged for 6 la ( .00) and one home ($420) indicating that the 
farmhou • on Ri erView Farm had not yet been built or wa ju t a 
minimal cabin at thi time. Abraham hepherd wa charged for 4 lave 
and two home in th country ( 210 and $157 - one of the e wa likely 
Pri , ilia' h u e) and two home in Shepherd town ($840 and $525) one 
f hich a o cupied by a Walter Selby. (Berkeley County Hi torical 

i t 2003) 

1799 - Ill h alth forced Jame wearing n on of Jo iah to give up hi 
clerking job, at 17 year of age h mo ed to Chillicothe Ohio in 
1799 aft r wapping hi Virginia land near Shepherd town with land 
o ned b hi broth r-in-law Thoma Worthington out in Ohio. He began 
a I ng militar care r a ear later . He wa commi ioned a 2nd 
Li utenant in l 03 and wa among tho e gi en the ta k of building Ft. 
D arb m, near the cit of Chicago. (H.H. wearingen 1884). 

Th h ir of ~~Indian ' Van wearing n then Ii ing in Ohio County 
fin all fini , h d \\1ith th ir father old law uit again t Abraham hep herd 
in\ ol ing th pr p rt on the end of Terrapin eek. In Van Sivearingen 
\ • b1·c1/1a,1z l1ephercl, th app al Ii ted a d fendant the grand on! of 

illiam haplin ( halkl ol. 2, p. 105). Wjlliam Chapline wa the 
man wh had Id th land t th wearing n back about 1770 de pit 
th court ruling that had tum d the pr p rt o er to the Hite and the 

hapline h ir e ral g n ration lat r would be dragged into court to 
arry n th , quabble. • h d tail from halkle are -- ketchy but it i, 
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apparent that debate over land on Terrapin Neck spread a wide net of 
misery over multiple generations of several families, many of whom had 
long since even seen the place. This suit was archived under April 1799 
Circuit Court Causes Ended, in the same batch with Browning vs 
Swearingen and Boydston vs Shepherd. 

An entry in a Shepherd Family Account Book (sect. 3) for Moses 
Shepherd: 

Received of Moses Shepherd one hundred and fifty dollars for the 
[indecipherable] Abraham Morgan of ShepherdsTown in part pay 
for negro girl bought by Abraham Shepherd from Abraham Morgan 
April the 12, 1799 

Abraham Shepherd's sawmill produced a large order of lumber of 
various sizes including ''scantling'', shingles, rafters and planks that was 
sold to the ''United States'' in October this year for buildings being 
erected presumably for the new A11nory in Harper's Ferry. His distillery 
was very busy throughout the l 790s, with hundreds of gallons of brandy 
and whisky sold nearly every month (Shepherd Family Papers). He also 
found time to keep up with political problems besetting the new nation, 
including a recent dispute with France that was threatening to require the 
formation of another army. Consider a rather non-committal letter he 
received written in the handwriting of George Washington's secretary 
Tobias Lear: 

Mount Vernon, October 21, 1799 

Sir: Your letter of the 15th inst. offering your services as Colonel in 
the Provisional Army, has been duly received. Whenever the 
appointment of the Officers of this Army shall take place, it will be 
pleasing to find, in the list of Candidates, the names of such as were 
valuable officers in our Revolutionary war. They will meet with due 
attention, and among them your letter will not be forgotten. I am 
etc.* 

1800 - Abraham Shepherd and his wife had the last of their 8 children 
this year, with the birth of Charles M. Shepherd. Older brother still alive 
included Henry, Rezin Davis, Abram, and James Hervey, along with 
sisters Annie and Eliza. Young Rezin was named for Rezin Davis, a 

* Electronic Text Center, University of Virginia Library 
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Re olt1ti nary War colleagu of Abraham that had commanded the 
Light H r. e Brigade from Hager ·town Maryland 

1802-1803 - The court made it final decree on the judgement levied 
again. t th w aring n e~ tat . Abraham Shepherd the ' thin-vi aged little 
rnan, of promi11ent feature , full of energy would hortly begin acquiring 
arious pa1· el of Terrapin eek and within a few year would own 750 

a r ~ of T rrapin eek and the urrounding area. Much of the land 
acquired by braham hepherd would tay in the Shepherd family for 
aim .· t a c ntt11 . 

illiam Bennett, ·on-in-law of Col. Van and bu band of Luranna died 
in l 02, and on ource liL t him a buried in the Springwood cemetery 
along with Jo~ iah Phoebe and Rebecca Swearingen. Two other Bennett 
pr umably William daughter are aJ o Ii ted a being buried there 
earli r - an infant Mary Benn t who died in 1779 (po ibly while William 

a in Kentucky) and a econd Mary Bennett 6 year old, who died in 
1790 (Tomb tone In cription Jeffer on County WV). 

By thi y ar many European plant with inva ive propertie had 
b m w II e tabli hed in the lower henandoah Valley. For example, 

ip r, buglo Ec·/1ium iulgare, wa already de cribed a a' pemiciou 
d' in J ffer on ounty ( trau baugh and Core). 

In I 02 th Potomac Company completed a canal around Great Fall 
n th Potomac Ri r which made po ible for the fir t time an 

uninterrupt d pa age between the lower henandoah Valley and hipping 
port in I andria - for appro imately three month out of the year when 
th at r a high nough to float a cargo-laden boat. 

1805- 1806 - inal depo ~ ition were taken at Abert Tavern in 
h ph rd. t n r 0 arding th Hit -Browning-Fairfax legal proceeding on 

T rrapin ck. L al p ople wer til] perplexed at how the landholder 
on T rrapin eek had I t their land. The merit of the landholder 

]aim had l arl n t been pre ented to a c urt and even back then the 
landhold r" n Terrapin ck were c n .. id red ictim of legal maneuver 
l ath r irfa a t in the ak of th Revolutionary War. Abraham 

h ph rd him elf a qu t d a a ing by , e eral there that at ome point 
,. t/1 b,,. i 11 e.. i1 '£1 .. .. o ri\'e ted thcLt it c .. ottld r1ot be gone into again '. 

h ph rd a. al~ o qu t d in a Bo d ton a d po ition a._ bemoaning hi 
fate f ha\' i n g i n u r r d '' the , , e ,·Ia. ti 11 g i I I -~ ill of th e e people ' . 

h ph rd \I a c rr t - in B d ton will h referred to hi land a 
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having been ''wickedly, deceptively, artfully and fraudulently wrested 
from me by Abraham Shepherd'' and refused to concede the loss (Hyman 
1996). 

1807 - More of the Springwood tract was sold to Abraham Shepherd. 
Abraham prior to this time owned only the 50 acre parcel once owned by 
Priscilla, but now Josiah's son Thomas Swearingen, described in the deed 
as a resident of the ''Northwestern Territory'' sold his inherited 138 acres 
of Springwood to uncle Abraham Shepherd for $1380 dollars ''current 
money of Pennsylvania'' (JCDB 3, p325). This left 137 acres of 
Springwood adjacent to the river still in his brother Samuel's hands, 
though brother Samuel would also sell his portion to uncle Abraham in a 
couple of years. RiverView Farm to the west was still owned by 
Hezekiah Swearingen and his son Van, while the ferry service across the 
Potomac, the original Bellevue mansion and urrounding lands were also 
still owned by heirs of Thomas ''of the Ferry'' Swearingen. Another 
Thomas Swearingen with hi wife Margery still owned and operated the 
mill and surrounding land near Scrabble at this time. Why didn't young 
Thomas sell or rent the Springwood property to one of his numerous 
Swearingen relatives in the area? Hezekiah in particular should have 
been interested in the property, though it should be noted that there are no 
records of Hezekiah acquiring any local property other than that given to 
him by his father. Family feud? Did young Thomas, like hi sister, have a 
warm regard for his uncle Abraham? Did Abraham Shepherd offer more 
than the Swearingens? Were the remaining Swearingens concerned about 
retaining title after over 35 years of wrangling over ownership of adjacent 
property, or just uninterested, or perhaps hard up for money after years of 
court battles? The young brothers could not hope to make a living from 
the small acreage on the Potomac, and many of their peers and neighbors 
were moving to Ohio and Kentucky. Perhaps it should not be too 
surprising that Abraham Shepherd ultimately ended up with the property, 
though not everyone in the neighborhood was happy with his methods of 
acquiring land. It's interesting that Hezekiah deeded the northern 140 
acres of RiverView Fa1·1n adjacent to the new Shepherd property to his 
son Van this year, while he kept the southern half of the property. Son 
Van likely built the house and building complex west of the pre ent-day 
NCTC water treatment plant shortly before or after thi time. In the 1807 
deed Hezekiah specifically asked that he be given the right to occupy and 
gain profit for his own benefit for the remainder of his life ''a piece of 
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111 e c1cl<>ii g1·ou11d l '011tai1iing about 4 Ql're s c·alled the ¾ 1et ,neado\,V near 

/J1·c1/1c1111 l1ephe1·cl bei,zg pa,·t (~{ the land conveyed to me b), m) father '' 
(J DB 4, p. I 06). he pring , within the wet meadow were perhap the 
rno l r liable ource of water for Hezekiah' property to the outh, but 
wer al o the cl t water upply to hepherd new hou e, the property 
li11e gi ing ea h of them acce , to a part of the pring a legacy of the 
in, tru tion gi en t th urveyor for Lord Fairfax in the 1750 . Thi 4 
acre. i~ th area w t of the e tate hou e where the pond and cottage are 
today. t the ti111e the rout from Shepherd town to the e tate hou e may 
not ha been a dire t a hepherd Grade had probably not been built 

t in it urrent alignm nt. The road to Shepherd hou e would have 
had to g around the narrow corridor owned by the Swearingen on 
Ri e1· iew Farm and nt red from further ea t on Terrapin Neck. 

The final ourt app al of Boyd ton were exhau ted and the appeal 
urt again fa ored hepherd and the Browning . Abraham Shepherd 53 

year. old wa now Ii ing in the pringwood e tate hou e with hi family 
and la . and wa on hi way to acquiring over 750 acre of Terrapin 

ck land including the old York tract that Indian Van wearingen had 
truggl d o many y ar to acquire legally a well a the Boyd ton 

plantation - hi fee for acquiring Terrapin Neck for the Browning heir . 
braham- ife would now be living in the hou e next to her i ter 

grav . ith pringwood a hi trophy po ibly Abraham felt now that 
he had btained 'fitll ·ati faction for every insult which the} have been 

g (><Jc/ e11011g /1 to be tolv ... ''. 
hil fini ~ hing hi fir . t term in the U enate repre enting Ohio 

Thorna, orthington and hi wife lli wearingen built a large 
man .. ,ion- -de11c1- in Chillicothe Ohio de cribed a the ' mo t elegant 
111an ion in that part f the we t • the facade bear. more than a pa ing 
r mblance t the wearingen man ion at pringwood. The architect 

a , B njamin Latrob who had al o b en a igned by Pre ident Thoma " 
Jef~C r on , e ral ear earlier to complete the White Hou e Capitol and 

th r f deral building in Wa hington. leanor brother worked at 
d na c a ionall : in I 11 - 12 Jam wa general uper i or of the 
tat a11d n ur n1ill , while Thoma managed the textile mill and 

r p alk in hilli th ear 195 ). dena i~ now on th ational 
R gi t r f Hi t ri Pia . On of the fir,~ t heriff of Ro , County, 
Ohi ~'hi h includ d hillic the, a al o fini hing up hi. fir t and only 
' ar in ffic - Da id h ph rd, grand on of the founder o f 
h ph rd to n. He .ntuall b cam a urve or, rancher, innkeeper, 
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and tavernkeeper, went bankrupt and moved to Pickaway County, then on 
to Illinois, where he spent the rest of his life. 

Out in Kentucky, Andrew Swearingen and his wife Polly sold a 
number of small parcels of the family's Kentucky lands. The largest, 
about 1500 acres, sold for $1 and ''certain services'' to a Robert Hamilton. 
The deed mentioned that there was no guarantee that others hadn't also 
claimed it (Bourbon County DB F p 125). Predictably, courts eventually 
awarded 470 acres of this property to a Stephan Miller, and a year later 
Andrew's siblings back in Berkeley County Virginia, Thomas and 
Drusilla, were ordered by a Chancery Court to honor thi and several 
other agreements (Bourbon Cty DB G, p15 and 134). This suggests that 
Andrew was selling some property without getting agreement from his 
siblings, and shows that the Swearingens -again - were also caught up in 
the frenzy of litigation over competing land claims occurring at that time 
in Kentucky. More trouble was to come. 
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The Correspondence of 
Bettie Brittian Koonce, September 1862 

Contributed by William L. Brockner 

Bettie Brittian Koonce photographed in her later year while painting. 
Courte y of Mr . Stafford H. Koonce. 

EciitcJ1·'.s, (Jte: Tl1e 1·ec'" ipie11t of Bettie Britticin Koo11ce 's letter.<; i1-'a.s- her 
l1tt~ /Jl111cl Geo,-ge Koo11ce, born i11 teube11ville, Ohio o,z April 17, 1818. 111 

1 .. 19. J1i .. 11c1111e fi,l' .. \"t c1JJJJec11\ i,1 Jeffer 0 11 Cou11t)' reco, .. c/.<; i1 ·he11 he 
c1ll\ e ,·ti .. ~ cl tl1e ls,cile of good .. ~ at hi '' . Bolii1a r ' shoJJ. Thi s,hop i1'as 

al·t11c1 ll_, lo citecl l,(J11tig1101" .. to tlze Hall Rifle Fc1l·t<JI}' 011 Vi1·gi11iu • Island. 
Ge<Jr·ge K rJ011c·e 111c11·1·iecl Mi.'i.4) £111il_,, Pile .. \, i11 1 40. Tl1rcJi1gl1,(JUt the 1850 , 

\\' illi,\n1 L. Broc1'ner \\'Ork, for the IR a a enior ]aW)'er/conferee in Vv'a higton. D.C. He i, 
an a\ 1d collector of ht'-itonc matenal related to Jeffer on County. part1cularl)' Harper Ferry. 
\\

1h1ch he bel 1e, e 1 ~-cl icon of men can Ht tory .'' 
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he is identified in various documents as the Town Constable for Harpers 
Ferry. In 1860, after the death of his first wife, he married Bettie E. 
Brittian the daughter of Joseph Brittian, identified as an English born 
tavern keeper in the 1850 Census. In that same year, George Koonce 
became a Lieutenant in the Floyd Rifle Guards, a Federal unit started by 
United States A,,.mory personnel. While there is no direct evidence that 
George Koonce fought in the Civil War, his membership in the Guards 
does make George Koonce' s loyalty to the Union clear; it was a 
sentiment he shared with business men and other individuals connected to 
the Armory in Harpers Ferry. After the War, George Koonce remained 
very active in politics, serving in both the West Virginia Senate and 
House of Delegates in the 1850s and 70s. He was also a Deputy Sheriff 
and acted as an Election Commissioner in numerous elections. In 1874, 
he purchased a 180-acre farm near Halltown , which he named 
''Ellerslie'' where he lived until his death in 1908 at the age of 90. 

Bettie Koonce's letters take the form of a diary for the 16 days in 
September of 1862 when George Koonce was away on a trip to 
Washington, D. C. It was during this period that Confederate troops, 
under the command of Major General Thomas ''Stonewall'' Jackson, 
defeated the Union troops commanded by Colonel Dixon S. Miles in 
Harpers Ferry, capturing an approximately 12,500 Union soldiers. The 
battle, fought just before the Battle of Sharpsburg or Antietam, was 
critical for the Confederacy, helping them regain control over both the 
B&O Railroad and the C&O Canal. It is clear that Bettie Koonce's 
sympathies were with the Union, and they gave her a different perspective 
on the Confederate's victory. The letters were written on letter paper 
with pro-Union sentiments, such as ''The continuance of the Union 
should be the primaty object of every true Patriot'', a theme reiterated by 
Bettie Koonce in her letters. 

Bettie Koonce survived her husband and is listed as livi,ig on her 
'' own income'' with one of her seven children, a stepson and a boarder 
in the 1910 Census. Her granddaughter, Virginia K. Cosey, remembers 
her as an artist, sculptor and musician. She painted the walls of 
''Ellerslie'' with images of flowers, animals and birds. She died in 1920 at 
the age of 83; her house was demolished in 1969. 

Sources: 
William Theriault, Explorer: The West Virginia History Databa e, Jefferson County Module. 

Keyword: George Koonce. 
Virginia K. Cosey, Genealogy and Data of Koonce, Brittian, Henkle, All tadt, 1900. Copy 

found in the Thornton Perry Room, Old Charle Town Library. 
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On the out ide of the letter packet: 

Fro11z: 
To: 

Bettie E. K(J(Jnce, Ha1pe1·' Fe,·')', Virginia 

GecJ1·ge K(Jc111ce, EJ'q., Washington, D.C. 

********** 
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Wednesday Eve 

September 17, 1862 

Harper Ferry, ept. 5th 1862. F,·ida_\ - George left. After leaving hi,n 

011 tlze .vt,·eet, I we,11 tlJJ 011 t/1e Hill at the Pol1vder House to .. ~ee if I could 
,\ee l1i111 go (J1 ·e1· the Rai1i11e. After S<Jme time I thought I rec~ognized but do 

11cJt k11rJl1' \1,.J1et/1e1· it lrva or not, watched hini with streaming eyes until I 
c·cJ11lcl ,\~ee l1i111 11cJ 11zore. Ca,ne to the H ou .. fie. Had some trouble with the 

.soldie1·5• lt /10 \t1 'ere cit t/1e Pear tree. Atte11ded to m1, Household duties and -
i1,'e11t t<J 111., roo,n betrveen 8 and 9 o c·l oc .. k - and shall I portray the 

c1go11ie.\· of tl1 e 11ig/1t - left alone, alone alone to endure again those 
l101·1·icl l1cJLf1· of neve,,. ea ing /Jain, grief Clnd feelings that are understood 
/Jitt b_,, t/1 (JLse (J11l) that truef;, love a,zd enjo) the society of their Husband; 

l1(J~i1 1111,c· l1 I 11eed hi protection. I canrzot describe the feeling I have when 

l1e i .~ go11e - 0 1zl)' a .. a di,!! aching void, it seems as if a part of m Body 
l1l1tl bee,z tc1ke11 Jo,· a time, a11d I am year·ning for its return, cannot 

/JCJ/i\'i/J/_,· exi. t rv,ithoLlt it, and o sec·ure did I feel in his affections that do 

ct. I ltlOL1lc/, lie ¾'01,ld be t/1e lc1st to c·ensure. But, Oh, he cannot but feel 

t/1c1t lze l1c1 c1,.,1e11ged 11ze. M) God, Lr; trengthen me in this trying Hour; 

tl1cJr1..f? /1 I II} to ap1Jec11· cc1/n1. Olz hOVY' I 5;uffer - imprudent he may deem 
,,ze, B111 l1<Jit dea,· to tJl),' (Jul i/;; t}ze knowledge o..f my' innocenc·e even in 

tl1<>t1gl11, bi,r l 111t1.\·t c·ec1 e \it,,, .. iti11g form) feelings over power me; May he 

1· c1 ·l1 c1 JJ/c1c·e cif cifet) ivill be m;' co11sta11t pra)'e r. 

12 o'c·[cJc·k ----

- <J ·l·loc .. k - l1<Ji • i11·e1c·/1ed. 0/1 I c~c,1111cJt .r, leep; it is a beczutiful 1no<Jn /igl1t 
1iig/1t; /zolt I \\'i~/1 Geo,·ge ~1·a~ lze,,.e. 

alltrday 6tll - All 1.~ q11iet. There i 11ot/1i11g f(J di turb tlze still,ze.5s o..f t/1e 
11i 7/1tL\ .. : /JLII 1l1e 111ect.\"Lt1-ecl t/1,--ead of the 1,1/Clkefull .se11tinel. Nott I miss tlzee, 

111_, H11 ·/;c111cl tl11·cJ11gl1 tlze l<Jll -.£?, lfJ11g l10L11·.~ {if t/1e 11igl1t; t/11-oug/1 tl1e cia)', I 
/1c1\ ·e 111_, 111c111. • little cltttie (~/· a l1ot,L\"ekeepe1· to pe1for111; today I presen1ed 
rJ11 ? jc11· (Jj JJecI1·L\'. clcJ11e ,·e,}· 11il'el)·. T/1e1·e c·a111e ht'O ge11tle11zen to bu)· 

.\'<J111e fJec11· .. . /J11t tl1e_) "·e,·e t<J{J g1·ee11 fcJ1· ec1ti11g. I fJic·ked tf/J sei1e1·al r~f t/1e 

11ic t ltJ(Jki11g 011e c111cl gc,, e 1l1e111, c111cl tl1e_\ lt'e11t c1iva_)' {{{te,· thc111kitzg t11e 
1·e1 _ 11111<·!1 - /Jtrt l1c11·/ie ~\·ti,· .. <;; I J1c,ll lie c.lol~·,1 c111d e11ciec1i'or to .<;/eep 1f 

JJo.c; .. \·i/1/e. T/1 _ c11·e l·l1c111gi11""~ tlze Gtil11·c/. 



88 The Magazine of the 

3 o'clock. Will Day never break. I have been up two or three times sitting 
at the window. How immeasurably long these dreary hours seem. No 
news from my Husband, but pray for his safety. 

7th - Sabbath Eve - this night last week, George was here. How I wish 
for his presence. He never can imaging my suffering, nor never know the 
depth of my affection for him. Love him - yes - more than all else on 
Earth besides. Ah, I sometimes think too well, fool that I have been -
thoughtlessly - this is my punishment. The doorbell rang. I was in my 
room. Mollie went to the door, and those same gentlemen that I gave the 
Pears to, came. They said to ask if we played sacred music. Mollie told 
them she did not. She then understood them to ask if they might play. She 
said she would ask her Ma. She came to me. I thought that was only an 
excuse - so I went rather too coldly, and dignified I fear - stept in the 
Parlor and asked them if they wished to see me. I have never witnessed so 
much embarrassment and confusion. They did not know what to say. At 
least with burning face, one of them said as I was so kind as to give him 
those pears, they called through mere politeness and good feeling. I 
merely bowed in acquiescence. They did not tarry long - but hoped they 
had not disturbed me nor inconvenienced me in any way. I felt badly for 
them. My present suffering, I fear made me rather severe, but they ought 
not place themselves in such positions. 

Monday - 8th. Nothing beyond the usual routine of duties. Washday. I 
had hoped to hear from George today; but sadly disappointed, but look 
forward for the morrow. Probably the mail will be brought in. How I long 
for one line. 

Tues. 9th - This morning I made two jars of peach marmalade. Those 
with one jar of grapes is all I shall put up not knowing how long we will 
be permitted to stay here - rumor says the Confederates are closing in on 
the Ferry. 

Wed. -10th. Nothing of interest and still no intelligence of my Husband; 
why is it I cannot hear? 

Thurs. 11th - I went up to Harriet Graham's not knowing when I would 
get up again. It has been showering all day. Came back, almost sure I 
would get a letter but no letter. I wrote to Will, but now I cannot get any 
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Friday - 12th - No mail today at all. Rather exciting times - say the 
Confederates are in great number in Maryland, Louden and 
Charlestown. How can I stand them - one week today since George went 
away and still no intelligence - one long week of misery, and worse 
coming now the blockade is down. It stops all communication. I hear 
Sister Mary is in Winchester with Ma. Lilly has been very ill, but is better. 
How I long to behold the loved ones at home once more. 

Saturday - 13th. The Confederates commenced firing on the Federal 
Pickets between 4 and five o'clock this morning. Col. Miles ordered to 
[blank] 

They were fighting all day until about 5 - 6 o'clock. They spiked their 
cannon and came down the mountain. There is considerable 
dissatisfaction among the men. The Enemy having no artillery, they could 
not of taken their pains. They were fighting most of the time up where 
they call it the lookout - right above the querry - most of the men in 
action were raw recruits - some of them hardly knew how to load a gun. 
There were wounded. 

14th - Sabbath -They have been cannonading and shelling all Day. This 
has indeed been a sad and exciting fearful Day. The Confederates have 
three batteries on Louden Heights and two on Maryland - they have no 
mercy on the women and children. The shell were flying - - - -

Sabbath Morn - 14th Sept. 1862. - - - -in every direction, but there was 
a higher hand interposed and wonderful to relate scarcely one of their 
Shells bu,·sted. There was more than a dozen fell near the House. One fell 
down in the lane at the end of the House and made quite a hole. The other 
struck the House making the Bricks fly - glanced over and through the 
roof of the smokehouse, the ammunitions waggons were standing in front 
of the House and Horses hitched to them, strange to say, they never hit 
the wagon, but hit one of the horses and not a man was hurt the whole 
day. The one from the Maryland mountain was not as dangerous for the 
ball fell far short of the niark very often. The Louden Mountain being 
nearer where they had the battery. There was some fighting near 
sundown at the upper Breastworks up in Bolivar. The Confederates trying 
to get in. They were up to the Louden Bridge. I suppose tomorrow will be 
an a1,vfull da)\ if not reinforced they will have to surrender. The Cavalry 
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.\ta,,.tec/ tcJ11ig /1t about 8 o ·ctoc·k to fight t/1eir wa) through Mary,'land. 
Doc·to ,~ Fttl!e,· c·c11ne to .-:;ay to the Gi,--ls Goodb)e. There were three 
t/10L1.\~a,1d of c·aval ry. 

Mo11day - l Stlz - With the da~vn of Da), the firing commence, Kept on 
L111til a/Jout 6 o 'c·lo k when Col. Miles was .'ieve,·ely wounded by a piec--e of 
. /1ell. Tl1e11 t/1e) ttJe1·e Ordered to urre11der and up went the White Flag, 
1101 l1{J\,t'e i1e1· "' itl1out a gr·eat man1 regrets. Some of the men were ve0' 
i11clig11a11t - die! n<Jt wi .. h to .\,u1·render. They were angry when ordered to 
pike tl1ei, .. G1,1ns c111d leave the Mountain. The Garabaldi Gua;--ds went up 

<J11 ttncla)' and b,,.ouglit awa the ammunition. As a woman I cannot 
descr·ibe 111) fe li11g wherz I .~aw the beautiful Flag of m)' dear/ loved 
crJ t"11tr) l1c1uled down to give place to that insig11ificant piece of the 

<Jt1tl1e1·11 Confederates. To that Flag [m flag] will I ever look for 
111·{Jtec:tio11. May it 11ot be long before <Jur Glorious banner ma be freel , 
c111d Glot·iou l.) blowing. Would that \Ve had anotlier Wasl1ington ''The 
c·o11ti11tia11ce of the Unio11 5·hould be the primary object of ever true 
Pat,·i(Jt ''. Ye. , t,·ue Patrioti.fi1n - where ~(,hall I look for one that has the 
Good of Iii count!) purely at Heart. It i these disaffected Me11 of Office 
tl1at i 1·1,1,11,1i11g our Great and GlorioLt Governme11t - one of the be t that 
e1'e1· 1·i1/ecl a atio11. Wh}', oh Wh. should it be thus, I blush to see us o 
clil'ided /J1tt enough - I cannot e pres my elf as trongly as I feel. 
Je,1c .. k!J,(J11 ~ a) ~ if t/1e)' had 11ot of ur,·endered soon, lie 11-'a going to send 
H<Jt lzell i11 here, wic·h n{J doubt he rvould c,s he had ver)' little .,, 

~rJ1111;c1~ /;io11 1l1e Da., before. M)· i1nJJres!J,ion he haJ, become per_fectly 
de.\'JJe1-c1te. He ha c·o,11e to the c .. onclusio11 that it i c .. f>ming winter and his 
111e11 a,·e 11akecl ancl the on!) ~\'Q>' to do i to ru h boldl)' on. Hi.'i men are 
filt/1_\\ lii,·f). a11d all,no t nakecl, bare.footed a11d he i not ,nuch bette,,. 
lcJoki11g. He 111ake.c; hi 111en do ,~0111e quick marching. There J1 e ha.~ the 
cid1·a11tl1ge. T/1e,, i1'c1111 to Cl) the)' captured our Bra,·e Cai,a/1"). It hurt.~ 
tl1e111 to t/1i11k t/1e_\· got a,i·a.v. I beliei1e t/1e)' woi,11ded then1 and ma_)' Kind 
Hea\·e11 p1·otect t/1e111. 

[ ot - an in ert n thi day writing .. a ''The,-e ¾'ere f ,,.onz 14 to J 6 
t/1r>Ll~~c111d 111e11 - rJ11e or ll\'O r·egi111e,1t - \t'e,,.e three n1{Jnth 111e,1 a11d their 
l i I 11 e i1 Cl l l p. ] 

ept. 15 1 62 - co,zt d. I gave /11'0 Federal Offil .. e1·Lc; t/1eir b,·eakfa t. /11 a 
,~J101·t ti111e. t/1 01ifecl ,·at ~\· l1'ere i11 /1ere - great 111a,1_, I k11e\-t' - the>· 
\OrJ11 l"(J111111e11l·ecl l1c1 Llli11g off the !?OrJd . 
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Tuesday - 16th. They were patrolling yesterday and today. I suppose 
they were afraid they would be attacked, so they are in a hurry sending 
the Troops off Sent off the Heavy 5th Artillery of New York and this 
morning the rest. Tom Shrive was here and Mike Price. I write a letter to 
Willard - gave to one of the Federal Soldiers - said he would deliver it. I 
do not know who I am indebted for this kindness. May he allways meet 
with like kindness; there has been heavy firing in the direction of 
Boonsborough all Day. 

Wednesday 17th - Firing commenced again this Morning. I have not 
heard it since the Confederates have finished their burning tonight. 
Yesterday Eve, the Railroad Bridge and this Eve the Pontoon Bridge. I 
believe they send Col. Miles body off today. I did not know he was Dead 
until then. For some reason they would not send the Federal sick off today 
- afraid they will be attacked and their being here will afford them some 
protection. Walter Duke came down today - he has grown quite tall. Says 
Ma and sister are coming down in a few days. I have not heard from Mr. 
Koonce yet. I feel wretchedly. Alvernon Cross and several Ladies and 
Gentlemen just came in. I do not know the Gents - one is a Doc Wheeler 
- one the storekeeper Henry Daniels. 

I presume they will go away tomorrow; there is some talk of them 
burning some of the Houses. I sincerely Hope it is not so. They could 
hardly do anything so mean as they claim to be the honorable Party. At 
all events they will cause me a sleepless night, though they cannot be 
much worse. 

Thursday - 18th. They did not burn the Pontoon Bridge untill tonight 
and the Carpenter shop belonging to the Government, and the Telegraph 
Office, and the Lockhouse over the River and the Canal Carpenter Shop. 
It is supposed they will all leave. (that is what few they left behind to do 
this burning. - Harriet Graham was here. All well. 

Friday 19th - Several of the Confederates were hurt very badly whilst 
setting fire to the tressling. Fell through and one of them broke his leg 
and arm. May and sister Mary came today. How happy I was to see them. 
Sister is looking thin and badly, but so great is her loss, I do not wonder 
at her appearance. Lilly and Walter have grown. Just when they need a 
fathers protection and watchful[ care, he is taken from them. May they 
ever follow the dictations of their kind Mother and they will never go 



Jct f er,c1r1 ount. Hi~ toric,1I oc1ety 

Bettie Brittian Koonce with her bu band, George, 
on their front porch at ''Eller lie.'' 
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Courte .. y of Mr . tafford H. Koonce. 

!l/,t1·c1_, ,. Mei i.s· looki11g bacll_,, al o. Poo,-- Ma has her troubles in thi.c; World 
- 111!1_, .\,Jze be ,. it 'llJ"cled in tlze ne.r:t. he brought me a ve,} pretf) dress, 
e, e,· ki11d Mcz - 11ei'e 1· c"a1z I repa)' ) 'Ollr nei1e1· \'Qf)'ing kindne s rvould thczt 
/ l\ c1.s· 1101 . o p<Jii·e,·le .. ~; . lie .\·ay·.c; e\'ei)·thing is taken out of Winche.<;ter. 

T/1e ot1tl1e1·11 /JerJJJ/e follol1'ecl tl1e Ar111y· right along a11d bought the 

111e1· ·l1c111t • e11ti1·el,· oi,t. i .. 'ite,· . Q)'..'i i11 R ich,nond the_,, are c'hc1rgi11g 10.00 
JrJ1· c1 fJc1i,- of McJ1·1·ac·ca Boot.\\ c111d /Jt1id for the on/) black dre~'>.\' .'ihe c·ould 
~et,, ic·/1 i .. ~ c·c,lico 33 c·t~~ per )'ea,·c/ c111d e\'el}'thi11g ac·cording/1. 

atz,rda - 20t/1 o letter. (J iio,·d .. r,·c>111 Geo,,.ge ~;et. It ee,11s to r11e if 
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he knew my misery - yet how can I get a letter. I am so out of heart living 
this way that I allmost despair of ever having any satisfaction this side of 
my Grave. My Heart is so Sad, so awfully depressed that I loose all Hope 
of ever being the same gladsome person as of yore. I can hear that 
language. Yes those bitter burning words are ever ringing in my ears -
they seem as if written upon my Brain with a burning hand. Yes I am 
highminded. I ask myself the question - can I stand this, then comes the 
full knowledge of my Love for him, and I am a weak woman again. Could 
I but express myself - but I do not wish anyone to know my sufferings. I 
will stop this theme or I shall go wild. I went down street for the first time 
since I have been Home - got a piece of calico paid 16 cts per yd. Mrs. 
Cross was in to see Ma. 

Sunday 21st - This has been more quiet and pleasant than the last 
Sabbath. The Federal Troops have torn down the remainder and cleared 
away the Pontoo,i Bridge, I suppose probably for another. There is part 
of a regiment over there. I wish the girls and Ma went over to the Powder 
House to see them Ford the river and then went over to the Graveyard. 
How miserably bad the last resting place of our F,,.iends is, all overgrown 
with weeds and burying the Soldiers in there when there is no room for 
them. 

Harpers Ferry shows seriously the effect of war times; I wrote yet once 
again to Willard to know if George had arrived in Washington. I send this 
by a Gentel Lady Mis. Emma Procul whose Father has been keeping store 
here until[ the Confederates came in. She is going Home to Philadelphia 
and kindly offered to take a letter for me. Hope soon to hear from him. 
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Thomas J. Clark and 
James A. Clark, CSA 

by Janice Cox Brown 

Thomas J. Clark, PVT. CSA 
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Thoma. J. Clark Wcl .. born abot1t 1836 and reared in Jeffer on County, 
e rgia th olde~t Lon of Da id and lizabeth Clark. He apparently 

111 v d to Flo1ida where he ma ha e had relative. who gave him a job 
th re. H is fir t found Ii ~red in the 1860 cen u in Hamilton County at 
age 24~ with hi wife~ Martha age 17. In the winter of 1858 on January 
_} he mt1rri d Martha Ann Law in H'1milton County Florida. They had 

ne child~ liza Ir in Clark born Octob r 10 1861 who married Jo eph 
L. lt111an in Ha1nilt n County on ovember 23 1876. Thi couple later 
1nov d to Te a and became m great grandparent ·. 

Thoma ~ lark enli ted at age twenty-one in Con1pany F 5th Florida 
Infantr , along with &e 1·al of hi f1·iend L from Hamilton County. 

1npan wa organized and commanded by Captain John Frink and it 
¼a" u11d r hi . m1nand that Thoma aw action that ummer in 1862. 

ccording to 1 tter. \\1ritt n to hi wife Martha Ann Company F wa 
r ~1d to 1~ight and mar h d f rward to participate in everal major battle , 
011c being on t1gu. t O I 62~ call d th econd Battle of Mana , a . 

11ion n ra] John Pope . defeat of Augu t 29-30 wa known to the 
ed ral "·1riot1 11 a, '·Mana. as' and ~ 2nd Bull Run.' When faced with 

the c 111binatior1 of Robert . Lee '" trategy and tonewall Jack on' , 
ta tic P()p lo\t c 1nplete control of the ituation and got hi hort-lived 
,1r1r1, . our1dl d f ated. It w·a,· generally called ~ econd Mana ~a by the 

11 f' d c rat ~ . 
Th 11 xt big battl that Thoma lark fought in wa, the Battle of 

harp burg (call d nti tan1 by the Federal ). The Confederate.· 
gen rally 11~1n1ed their battl : after the neare. t illage or com1nunity: the 

Ja111ce ox BrO\\fll t1a.~ conduc t e d gen ealogical and o ral ha~tor)' re earch on h e r f a m1ly fo r 4 2 

)'C,1r and I\ ~t1rrc 11tly w riting hoc)k~ on her p a t e rn a l and n1atemal tin .. h e ~ a\ al o co-

fot1nder ,1nd c h a rte r pi e ,de nt ()f the E a ,t T exa . Gc11ealogical ~ oc1e t y h e l i \ e 1n T) ler~ 
'] 'exa . 
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Yankees named theirs after the nearest river or steam of water. 
The only battle fought on Maryland soil, the Battle of Sharpsburg was 

Lee's decision to make a stand and his conduct of the battle was 
magnificent. During the 16th his force managed to coalesce among the 
low ridges east and north of the town, although when the Federals 
attacked at dawn on September 17, 1862, Lee's Army of Northern 
Virginia was still under-strength by thousands of troops. 

At the end of the day Lee's Army had held its ground but at tre­
mendous cost, and the battle was reported to be the deadlie t one-day 
engagement in American military history. It also marked the first time in 
our annals that photographs were taken of the dead on a battlefield. In just 
twenty-four hours, the pastures around the horrified town of Sharpsburg 
were strewn with 23,000 dead and wounded soldiers. The fields and 
woods surrounding the once quiet towns of Sharpsburg, Keedysville and 
Boonsboro were blanketed with tent hospitals and makeshift graveyard . 
Thomas Clark became one of the war ca ualties when he was wounded in 
his leg and brea t. The young soldier wa moved into the town of 
Shepherdstown, Virginia, just aero s the Potomac, nine miles from 
Harper s Ferry, and was cared for there by Ellie Rentch, until he died 
three weeks later on November 11, I 862. 

Typed transcripts of very faded ink handwritten letters from Civil War 
soldier, Thomas J. Clark, to his wife, Martha Ann (Law) Clark, were 
given to me by my great-aunt, Gladys Altman. Thomas J. Clark was her 
grandfather. Thomas and Martha Ann Law married in January 1858 in 
Hamilton County, Florida. Four letters and a poem that Thomas wrote to 
his wife follows. Three were written while he was in Florida camps; the 
fourth letter was written from Fredericksburg, Maryland: 

Dear Wife: 

State of Flor·ida 
Duvall Co. 
June 30, 1862 

I tak my pen in hand to let you know I a,n well at this time and I hop 
this few lines come to hand that niay find you the same. Have got a 
place for you to bard at about half mile from camps and I wa,it you 
to get Tom to brang you to Lake Citey next Monday. The tran 
leaves ther at eighth o'clock in the morning. you can com to your 
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c11111t c11·c1l1 RcJ/Jerdl t1e.\-t 1111da_, , c111cl c·o,n 1zext 111or11ing to t/1e trctn 

/J,, ei 1 /1t/1 o 'c·/(Jc·k i11 1/1e 111(Jr11i11g a11cl s01ne fJj t/1e111 t(J 1neet _,,ou 

tl1ec11· Il1c1t c/cJ) i1 ec,k tl1c1t ) '(Jl,t ,na)· g(J /Jack /1rJ111. I wa11t ) 'OU to b1·11g 

flt' 111_, , clr1/lc1,·.s of· tate 111(;11e)· (f )'<Ju l1ai·e got hit c111d (f )'OU have not 

{?<JI /1it b1·c111g <Jt/1e1· c111d /J1-a11g te11 JJ<Ju11s· of bc1c .. O11. You never ii,•ill /Je 

L~·c>1·e,· <Jf ,·01,,- 11·i1J. YlJlt l-t}i/l lc11·11 a l1eafJ. I will git the condukter to 
,\' e e _,' (J 11 ( • <J, ,,, t (J t /1 e ,♦it p I as e. We mo , , e d a g i 11 i 11 th re e ,n i l .".> of 

J (lCk\()11\'ill. 

One n1onth later, Th ma,· wrote a econd letter: 

Dec11· Wife. 

Tho,nas J. Clark 

State of Florida, 

Jeffe1-.<;on Co 

Camp Baile) 
Jul,· 29, 1862 

.; 

I tc1k 111_, JJe11 i11 l1a11d f<J let> Ol-l k110,v I am }Ve! I at this ti111e and I l1op 

1l1£' \ .fei1 ' li11e 111c1_) fi11cl ),OU ancl all tl1e ,·e o.f tl1e ja,nil;' injo_,,i,zg the 
~\·c1111£' /Jle.\~i,1. Mi clec11·, I 1,ia11t )'OLI to lii,e rit c111d prcl)' .for me tl1c1t I 

11zr1) ,·eti1r·11 l10111 fro111 t/1e f1·011 lein to see you cJnce mor. Don't be 
1111e{1.'}e_)' {t/J(JLJt ,rze. We ha\r'e orde,· to leai'e 11e.A·t F1·ida_1· for gi11a 

( Vi1·f.?i11ic1) c111ci I c/011 't k11(JW ¾lzetl1e1· l will e, e,,. ee _"}'Olt agi11 in tl1is 

11 <J1·lcl. if I c/011 ·1, I /1(JJJ ii'e i1'ill 111eet i,z c1 better \,1/or·/d to c~on1. 111i 

d£~c11· I cl<>11 't 'r\ {111t) 011 c111cl tl1e /;cih;' tr> . ta_, at ho,11 at knight if Be,z 

( ?) ·c111t ,~ttl_)' {J11 t/1at c·c111 JJrotec--k >'Ou. tell all o.f tl1e fa,nil)' l1cJit cl_\' 
j(J1· 111e. I . e11t 15 df;l/t11·/~ to )'<Ju !J_\ ' Wil!ia,n H1l11te,,. a11d e11d ,ne 

1l1c11 otl1e1· 1111licir ,\/1i,·t if )'Olt get a,1_, cl1ance. i,1he11 ) Oll rite, hack 
) '{J11,- /eta,· tcJ 111e i,z l"t11·e Cc1JJite11 F,·inks Sfift/1 regme11t and /1it will 

·rJ111 to 111e c111_, i1 ·/1e1·e I 111c1_,, he. 11rJt/1i11l<J n1or. ~' '{Jltr c{fec~ricJn hu .. sba,1 
L, 111 i I de t /1. 

Tl1cJ111c1J· J. Clc1rk 

97 

T'A·o da,1~ lat r~ Thoma. lark wrote a third letter to Martha~ hi wife: ., 
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Dear Wife. 
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State of Florida, 
gefferson Co 
July 31, 1862 

I take my pen in hand to let you know I am well at this tim and I hop 
when this few lines come to hand that may find you the same I 
want you to sen me under shirt and two par of pants to John Frinks 
an he will bring them to me. we are looking to march tomorrow 
morning. I would be glad to see you once mor but there is no 
chanch. you and all the rest must rit to me. you have a bettar 
chanch than me. 

Thomas J. Clark 

Fourth letter to Martha Ann (Law) Clark, written about five weeks 
later: 

Frederick Maryland 
September 7, 1862 

Dear wife, I take my pen in hand to let you know I am well as 
common except for bad cold and march most to death. we are in 
Maryland and see hard times and we was in enormase batel. we 
was blest with His power. we lost not a captain. shells and graf shot 
fell in bursted and hit som few of our regiment but God blest us. I 
don't know whether you will get this. if you do rite me as soon as 
you can and let me know how you and all the rest is. 

Miles and William Hunter is well. Mi dear wife I want you to pray 
for me. I hop I will se you agin. we are a long ways a part. I would 
rite ofner but when we stopt I am down. we march day and nite 
sometimes. sleep one hour and sometimes all night. I put mi trust in 
you that I will se you agin. nothing mor. your affection husband. 
back your letter Richmon, car G.C. Hatley, fifth regiment. 

Thomas J. Clark 

On the back of his letter was written: 

''have not hear from you since I left _____ . I have walked 
over more ded yankes than I ever want to do again. '' 
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Tl1e Battle of· ha1-p bt1rg ( called Antietam by the Yankee ) a fought 
i11 ar) land 011 cpl rnber 17, 1862 and i remembered a, ~ the bloodie 't 
da)1'' ir1 1nerican militar hi ' tory. 

e t co111es a typed tra11 c1ipt of a ery faded ink, handwritten poe1n 
r·r o rn Ci \' i I ,11· so Id i e 1· Tho 1n a. J . CI a 1· k, written ho 1n e to hi wife, 

a1-th,1 11n (La1w) Clark in Hamilton County, Flotida where he lived 
'A'i th lier eleven n1onth old daughte14

, Eliza Irvin Clark, born October 10 
1861, a~ he 'Naited for her hu band to corne home from the war. 

A Soldiers Lief (Life) 

Fc1,~ei1·ell to 11ou 111_)' da,-/i11g 
(Jh fc1re1,i 'e l l 111)' de cir 

do 11rJt vt'ec1p .form_\ lo11g ab .. '>e11t~s~ 
itt'l1ile I a111 JJr·e5~e,1t l1ea1·. 

e,11 it l1a,~ /;in ,ri_, n1isfo1·ti,11e 

ci ~s·olclier Jo,· to be 
Der1r da ,,.lir1g, live c--o,1te11ted 

c111cl do 1101 vi'eap fo1~ ,ne. 

To _fig/it \t1t'e a ,·e re111indecl 
c111ll If 01· one 1110L,1 t go 

(JJ1d j(JI. 111)' lzfe 171_\ ' darli11g 
I dc11·e 1101 c111.s·i1'e1· 110. 

lie ~t·1·111-ig l1e1· little ii ·l1ite l1c111d~ 
a11d 111ot11·11full.,, did c·r_)' 

Y 0L1 ,i,ill go c111d /Je a .'iolcle ,. 
c111cl i,1 t/1e tt'ar VOLi 'II die . 

• 

. \· ~·e11ti11el ) '(Jl1' 'II be iv(JL111clecl -
i11 t/1e Bc111 e(fi el ll lJe l a11e 

M,· l1c11·1 i\·ill /J,~c,ke like tl10L111de1· 
• 

if. I 11 e i 'e 1 • .s e e _, • r; t t c, g c1 i 11. 

Tl1e C c11111011 .. s· /{JL1d !_)' r{J , .. i,1 g 
1/1 e /Jc1 It.\~ i11 ~ /1 rJii: e ri11g .fl_,, 

Tlze fife.\· c111cl ci,,.L1111 .\ .. c1,,.e Bec1ti11g 
l(J c/1·<Jit'11 1/1e dec1cll)· c,~ 

• • 

it c,_, 111; i11 tl1e 111ot1111c1i11 
t(J t c11\· t/1e ,·e c1 ii: /1 ile .,. 

A i\ 'C1_, f1·(J111 111_, . clec11· clc11·li11g 
(I tll() ll . (lll(i tll (Jll ~(ll1Ci 111il(~. 
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Letter written to Martha (Law) Clark, who lived in Hamilton County, 
Florida, by the woman in Shepherdstown, Virginia, who took care of and 
nursed Thomas J. Clark after he was wounded September 17, 1862 in the 
Battle of Sharpsburg (Antietam) in Maryland during the Civil War. 
Thomas Clark died three weeks later, and Ellie Rentch wrote Martha 
Clark to info1·1n her of her husband's death: 

Dear Mrs. Clark. 

Shepherdstown, Virginia 
November 14, 1862 

It beco,nes my painful duty to inform you of the death of your 
husband. He died in this town some two or three days ago. 

He was wounded in the breast and leg in the battle of 
Ma0'land. I attended to him myself some two or three weeks before 
he died, and took him his meals. 

He told me to write and tell you that he was getting along 
vef)' well and would try to get home as soon as he was able. He got 
worse afterwards and died. 

He says you must sell his cotton and pay his debts - pay his 
cousin, the first one - three hundred dollars that lie owes him a,id 
do the best you can. 

I send you a lock of his hair which I cut for }'OU. 

I sympathize with you very much in the loss of your husband, 
but he died in a glorious cause fighting for our country's interests. 

If )'OU want further particulars write to me and I will give 
them to you. 

direct to Ellie Rentch 
Shepherdstown 
Jefferson County, Virginia 
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Jame A. Clark, CSA 

011 epte111ber 10 .. 1861._ J an1e.. . Clark of Jeff er on County, Georgia, 
th \t1n of· D,1,1id and Iizabeth Clark and younger brother of Thoma J. 

lark, 11li s tcd i11 a co1npan of ~oldier being rai ed by Jame G. Cain 
~·ho 'Na~ I ct d th captai11. Thi company became known locally as the 
-~Jeffe1·~011 Gr y ' ,~' ometime • called the ~~Jeff Grey . . '' Jame Clark wa 
t'ri e11d\ ith 1na11 of th boys who al o enli ted including Jame 

tapleton the ~eco11d lieutenant. The group wa mu tered in under Major 
alhoun clt an1p tephen , Georgia for the period of the war. 

Jarne\ wa. lat 1· appointed 4th Corporal of the Jeffer on Gre.y and on 
Jul 2()~ 1862 'A,a. mad Color Corporal. 

Tl1e Jef~f e1· .. on Gre became Co1npany I attached to the 28th Infantry 
Regiment. The 2 th Infantry Regiment wa organized at Big hanty 

e rgia, dt1ring July and L1gu t recruiting member from Irwin Sumter 
a -- hir1 gton ra ford, Cherokee tewart Toomb Jeffer on and 

111ant1el cot1nti . . When it wa ordered to Virginia in April 1862, the unit 
c 11t,1ined 518 oldier and er ed in General Feather ton' and 

olqLtitt' Brigad . It participated in the variou campaign ~ of the ar1ny of 
011he1·n irginia from William burg to Chancellor ville then moved to 
l1 a r I est on , o Ll th a r o Ii n a, a 11 d I ate r to Florid a w her· e i t f o LI g ht at 

Olt1 re . 
e11t b,1ck to irginia it wa~ acti e at Drewry' Bluff, Cold Harbor 

,1nd the Peter bt1rg tre11ch . north of the Jame .. Ri er. Of the 37 I engaged 
at c,1 11 Pi11 \, the unit lo. t thirty-two percent. It reported 73 ca ualtieL 
dt11·i11g the Ma1·)1land a1npaign, 34 at Chane llorL ville, and 95 at Olustee. 
I11 l 65 tl1e rcgi111 nt . aw a tion in orth Carolina and 5urrendered with 
the 1·111y () f' Tenn es .. ee. 

Tl1e l'i Id co1nrnandcr~ wer Colonel Tu1ly Graybill and T. J. 
,1rt l1 en: Liet1tenant olone1s Jaine~ G. Cain, William P. Crawford 

Jeorg . Hc.11 1: ,ind Major Jame~ J. Banning. 

l tter ,1 gi\ e11 to Janice Co BroVvn b my great-aunt Glad \ 
ltn1,111, 'lf~ter h 1· death i11 Pan1pa T a , Dece1nber 19, 1973. The letter 

b IO\\' v.1[1 \Vritt 11 b)' Ja111e lar·k to hi 'i , ter-i n-law, Martha Ann (Law) 
l,lr1' dt11·i11g th I ii ar. Jam wa~ the ) Otin ger brother of artha 
n,1 ·, h u~ b,t11d, Tl10111a .. lark .. \vho n Ii ted in th vY ar in H a1111 I to11 
ot111t , , l01·id,1 .. \Vhere lie ,111d artha were l1\1ing. t the ti1ne thi letter 

\\1~1 \\1ri tt :.n b)1 J ,11ne , Th ma had di d of \\/Ound uffered at the Battle 
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of Sharpsburg, Maryland (called Antietam by the Yankees). 

Dear Sister 

Camp of 25th GA Regt. 
Baldwin, Fla. 
April 18th, 1864 

I have the lzonor to acknowledge the ,·ecept of your kindfaver, 
ba,·eing date April 7th which gave me grate pleasure to heare from 
),Ou & to liear that you was still enjoying the grate blessing of 
health for it is one of the gratest blessings that ever was bestowed 
upon people. 

Dear sister, I have no news worth communicating to you at 
p,·ea~<;ant. only the report here is that the Yankees are all gon from 
here & we are now cooking with Rations. to leave we donot know 
where. but it is supposed that we will go some where about 
Charleston or Savannah & I expect we will have to march it too. If 
we do I will not like it at all for they have sent some off on the T1·ain 
& I think we are as much entitle to go on tlie Train as any of tlie 
Troops. but such is the fruits of war. 

I supposed Dear Sister you said you hope that I would get the 
chance to come & see you bef o,·e I left the State, but I will not get to 
come as we will leave here soon. probably today. or tomorrow. Not 
withstanding, I would like to see the girls )'OU spoke of I can 
imagin that I could liave a nice time with them. I also would like to 
see )'Our little child )'OU spoke of it would give me grate pleasure 
indeed to see )'OU all. I know I could have a nice time. If I could 
only get there. but I don't expect tht I will ever get there until the 
war ends if I am so fortuneat as to be one of its servivers which I 
hope I will Oh, what a happy time it will be when this war ends. 
Though it is hard to tell when it will end. I ope this su11imer will end 
it - I trust the good Lord will speake peace to the land as he did 
when he was in the ship on the sea in a storm for it seames that this 
war has lasted long enough. it is a bad cruel & wicked war. Ancient 
History neve,A have told of such a war as this before. 

as I have no news, I will close hopeing to here from you soon. 
you can direct your letters to Lake City until I write you to change. 
I am as ever your true & affectionate brother. 

James Clarke 1 

1 It appears that the surname of Clark wa ometimes spelled with an 4 'e'' for both spelling 
appear in the records. 
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Notes and Sources 
The Shepherds Town Academy 

Cont1ibuted by Earl L. Jack on Jr. 

Background 

103 

()tnc e,tr ago one of tl1e heir. of Loui e Bri4 coe entrt1 ted me with a 
col lec ti on o t .. doct1ment~ datin g back to the 1790 . I have almo. t 
co1n1Jlc ted th donation of tho e docu1nent to the mo t appropriate 
f~,1cilitie. th ,1t can en ure their pres r ation and availability. The notebook 
of the 111i11ut ~ of the Board of Tru tee. of the hepherd Town Seminary 
l,1ter caderny) from o\·ember 1812 through July 1821 along with 

related corre~po11dence have been donated to hepherd Univer ity. 
()~t of tl1e arly chool~ . erved the middle cla and operated a. 

pri,1,1t institt1tion , taught b itinerant ma ter and upported by tuition 
fee . Both an ngli h and a Ge r1nan chool were e tabli hed in 

h pherd tow11~ th n Mecklenburg prior to 1762. 
fr ptthli ~chool y. tern operat d by the church erved the indigent 

poo1·. 111 1785 the tate cl1u1·ch wa for·mally di tabli hed and a free 
pt1blic ~chool . . t m wa tran. ferred to county and tate authoritie . A 
\tat litcrar fund wa e. tablished in 1810 to provide for the education of 
th p or. H ev· r th t'ree public ._ hool ~ y. ten1 wa\ honeyco1nbed with 
f'rat1d a11d corruption and the poor recei ed little education. 

111 e~trly o, ember l 11 citizenL rnet to tabli~ h a chool which was 
ca l I d th l1epherd\ To\ n mi nary. The term ._ eminary wa . oon 
r placed b)' a ad 1n . Th hepherd Town Academy wa incorporated 
b)' the g n ral a e111bl on January , 1 14. In 1820 Abraham hepher·d 
d n~1ted a half acre lot ·-f'or the purpo of building thereon an academy. 
In I __ tl1 tru tc a~k d for propo. al~ for the con~trt1 tion of a building 
-- f b1·ick L1r :' t 11 vlith a pr \ roof.~~ The gen ral a s mbly authorized 
,1 I tt f)' t'or that purpo ~ i11 I 33. hepherd Town cademy operated at 
least until I 50 when it petition d th general aL embly for financial aid. 

I r1 l -1-6 th a n1 b I pro\ id e d for the tab 1 i h men t o t~ a di tr i ct 
public cl1c)c1l . y .. ten1 controlled b1 e]ect d commi ioner . Each county 
011t inu d to receiv ,l pr rata \hare of· the literar ft1nd. ducatio11 waL 

frc a 11d ,1 1 \1 , pro\1ided mo t of the funding. In I 50 Jef'f .. er~on ounty 

Born and r~11 cd i11 tt1c: c t. Earl L. J,1 k (Jn. Jr .. h,1 heen a re 1de11t of Charle" To\v'n. We t 
\ 'i rginia 111Lc lht: n1id 1970. His ret1re111e11t in tl1e 1990' l1c1" left 111orc t1rnc for h1 
a\<)l·atior1 ll al h1 tOl)' . hL1ok ollcLt1ng and genealog)'. 
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was the second county in present West Virginia to establish a free district 
public school system. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
At a meeting of the following persons Vis: J. Brown, Van Bennett, 

Daniel Buckles, Robert Worthington, Thomas V. Swearingen, Charles 
Rutz, P. Ma11naduke, and Thomas Tool at the house of John Wingard's in 
Sheperdstown Nov. 11th 1812, the above named persons, being a 
majority of the subscribers to a school about to be establi hed in said 
town under the direction of Trustees, provided (missing) of Chair1nan and 
Secretary to said (mis ing) Van Bennett was chosen Chait man & Robert 
Worthington as Secretary. It was moved by a member of said meeting 
that the members present do proceed to the choice of fifteen persons as 
Trustees, which was accordingly done - and upon counting the votes the 
following persons appeared to be chosen Vis: Rev' d John Matthews, 
Rev'd Lewis Mayer John Morrow, John Kearsley, William Morgan, 
Daniel Bedinger, John Baker, James Brown, Daniel Buckles, Robert 
Worthington, Van Bennett, Thomas V. Swearingen, Daniel Morgan, 
Presley Marmaduke, and Aaron Jewitt. 

Ordered that any five of aid Trustees do form a board to transact 
business for said school. 

Ordered that James Brown & Presley Marrnaduke be appointed by said 
meeting to inf or111 such per ons as are chosen Trustees of said choice and 
that they are requested to attend on Friday evening next at four oclock at 
the house of Tho(ma)s James in order to adopt such measures as may be 
thought most adviseable to carry said school into operation _ ordered that 
the meeting do now adjourn and that the chair 1r1an and secretary do sign 
the proceedings. 

R. Worthington, Secy Van Bennett, Chai1·1nan 

At a meeting of nine of the persons elected as Trustees of a school 
about to be established in Shepherdstown at the home of Thomas James 
on the 13th Nov 1812, to wit John Kearsly, Lewis Mayer, Robert 
Worthington, Thos V. Swearingen, James Brown, Van Bennett, Daniel 
Buckles, Presley Marmaduke & Aaron Jewitt ... A motion was then 
made & seconded to proceed to the Election of a person to act as Pres. of 
the Trustee - when on counting the votes, no one candidate had a 
majority - and on motion to take a second ballot the Rev'd Lewi Mayer 
had a majority of votes and was declared duty elected. 

On motion to ballot for a Treasurer, Robert Worthington was declared 
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to b dL1I el cted. 
On balloting for a per~on to act a. ec1·etary, Pr .. ley Man11aduke was 

dul}1 elected. 
011 r11otion to appoi11t a committee to examine .. uch per~ on a hall 

t)f't· r th 1n "el,1e .. candidate fo1· the office of In. tructor, when the Rev' d J. 
athe'A' .. . L Vvi~ Mayer~ Daniel Bedinge1 .. John Kear ley and Aaron 

J witt r u11,1ni1nou5ly appointed. 
11 1notion to appoint a co1nmittee to draft a code of Bye Laws for the 

g , ernc:111ce of· the chool the t'o]lowing per on were appointed to wit: 
Rev 'd 10h11 atthew~, Re ,d Lewi Mayer & Aaron Jewitt. 

The f'oll wi11g p 1· on were appointed a commmittee to pro ide a 
hou~e f'or tl1 u~ (of') th hool and to provide all the nece .. ary upplie. 
f'or· carrying th . chool into immediate operation and render an account of 
their e 'P 11datur to the Trea urer to wit Jame. Brown D. Bt1ckle P. 

armadt1k . 
Order d that the minute. of thi 1neeting be igned by the Chair·1nan & 

J. Kear ley Chairman 

t a 1n ting of . i of the Tn1l tee. of a chool about to bee tabli hed 
in h pherd To\\n at the hou\. e of' John Wingard on the 19th o . I 812 
to \'vlt Re d Lewi '"' Ma)1er John Matthew Jame Brown Robert 

rthi11gton aron Jewitt. 
Tl1e report of th com1nitte appointed to examine the Teacher wa , 

rec'd and appro ed and ordered to be 1·ecorded and the rep t filed. 
rd red that the chool b named the hepherd Town e1nina1·y. 

Th co1n111itt e to p1·0\1 ide a uitable hou e for the receptio11 of the 
cl1ool ha\1 1· port d whi h ha been 1·ec i,, d and ordered to be filed. 

Ordered that the committee do carry out the other part of .. aid order into 
ecution and 1nak.e report thereof. 
01·dcred that r. Joh11 McFarland b e1nployed a the Teache1· of aid 

e111ina1·y, on th t~ollo ing te1·111 '" to wit: he i .. " to be allowed the privilage 
and be11efit ari ing fro111 the tuition of thirty . choolers pro ided it does 
not c ct: d t¼O hundred fifty d liar the fir t .--~ ion and that he 
r 1,, c.; one quart r tuitio11 advan e pro\ ided it i~ paid i11to the hand~ of 
th r a ur· r. 

rdcr d th;1t Rob rt 'h·ortl1ingto11, Dani I BtickleL an Bennett & P. 
1 a r 111 ~1 d u k e b a p p 1 n t e d a c om rn i t tee to 1-a i ~ e b , u b ~ c r i p t i o n a 

conti11gi11t fund. 
rdered that th ub" crib r to b un1111oneed to attend a n1eeting of 
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the board of Trustees on Saturday the 21st Int. at the home of John 
Wingard at four o'clock. 

Ordered that the minutes of this meeting be signed by the President 
and Secretary. 

P. Marmaduke, Sec'y Lewis Mayer, Pres. 

At a meeting of seven of the Trustees agreeable to an adjour1r1ent at 
the hot1se of John Wingard this 21st day of November 1812, to wit: Van 
Bennett, D. Buckles, Jame Brown, Aaron Jewitt, Robert Worthington, 
and John Unseld, one of the subscribers. Van Bennett was appointed 
president pro tern & Aaron Jewitt Sec'y pro tern. 

Ordered that the meeting be adjourned to meet again on Wednesday 
next at the school hou eat 10 o'clock AM when the punctual attendance 
of all the subscribers i requested. At which time the school will be 
opened. 

A. Jewitt, Sec'y P. Tern Van Bennett, Prestem 

Shepherds Town 25 Nov. 1812 
Agreeable to an adjournment, five of the Trustees met, To wit: James 

Brown, Van Bennett Daniel Buckle , Robert Worthington & P. 
Marmaduke and Charles Rutz and John Briscoe, two of the subscribers, 
when D. Buckles was appointed President Protem. 

Ordered that this meeting be adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock A.M. -
P. Marmaduke, Sec'y Dani Buckles, P. Protem 

Shepherds Town Seminary 26 Nov 
Agreeable to an ajoumment nine of the Trustees met, To wit: Lewis 

Mayer, Pres, John Mathews, John Morrow, William Morgan, James 
Brown, Dan ' l Buckles, Aaron Jewitt, R. Worthington & P. Ma11naduke. 
and also Walter B. Selby, John Unseld & Charles C. Rutz & Jacob Craft 
four of the subscribers. When said Seminary was opened by the President 
with an appropriate address & a prayer suitable to the occasion. 

On motion of one of the members to take the que tion to the 
subsc1ibers whether or not one Dollar should be levied on each scholar to 
defray the expenses of Fuel & ???? for the winter session which wa 
confirmed by a unanimous vote of eight subscribers present. 

A constitution was submitted to the subscribers vesting powers in the 
Trustees which was signed by those present and ordered to be filed. 
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Ordered tl1,1t tl1e proceeding\ be ~igned by the pre. ident a11d ,ltte ted 
b)1 tl1c ccret,1r . 

P. an11adt1ke 
., 

cc y Lewi Mayer Pre . 
hepherd • Town Februa1·y 15th 1813 

/\l ,1 111ecti ng of twel, c of the Trustee of the hephered Tow11 
1ni11ar .. to Wit: Lewi Maye1·. Pre. ident. John Mathew . John Kear. ley. 

John Morrow. Daniel Bcdinge1·, Jan1e~ Brown Daniel Bt1ckles, Van 
Ber1nctt, Daniel Morga11, aro11 Jewitt. Robe1·t Worthington & P. 

,11·1naduke. 
01·dered that the 01n1nittee who wa. appointed in a former order to 

J)1·ocL1re ,t \Choo] hou~ and all other nece. ary article for the immediate 
u~t: of· the \Chool do 1nake report. 

Tl1c ~1bo,1e na1n d Co1111nittee 1nade their Report which wa laid before 
tl1e Board ar1d wa then ord red to be f'iled. 

Ordered that tl1e co1nmittee that wa. to olicite contribution. for the 
co11tinger1c)' f't111d be instructed to collect and pay the ame over to the 
T1·ea\. t1rer. 

01·dercd that th Con1mitt e who wa. appointed to procure the 
11ece\\af)' \Upplie" r·or the . chool do draw on the T1·ea urer 1'01· thei14 

1·e pee ti ,,e accou11t a, filed. 
Ordered tl1,1t J,11n , Br·own aron Jewitt, P. Mar111aduke be appoi11ted 

a L. t ,1 n di 11 g co 1n 1n i t tee u 11 ti 1 the end of the , e .. s i on & that the said 
c 111111ittee ha power t dra~' on the Trea .. urer fo1· all nece ary 
t:xpt:11clitL1r \ for· the \aid , chool. 

Orcler·ed tl1at th proceeding~ be ~igned by the pre~ ide11t and atested by 
the ccrel,1f)' . 

P. Marmaduke., ec,1 Le\.\ri Mayer Pre . 

hepherd To\~/11 3rd of May 1813 
l 1neeti11g of the Tru tee.;; of tl1e hepherd~ Tow11 eminary Vi~. 

Lcvli ~ ,1)'Cr, John Kc,1r le), John (mi , ing), Bedinger Daniel Morgan, 
a11 Ber111ett 111i i11g) D,111ie] Buck.le , William Mo1-gan John (111i ing ) 

Tho111,1 . \Vear1ngen P. ar111aduke - (1ni . i11g) of e amining the 
111i 111 g) ha,1 i11g an1ined \aid ~chool adjourned (mi\ ing) at t·oL1r 

o lock -

g r a b I e to a 11 adj o u r 11 111 e n t the f ~ o l l o w i n g ( 1n 1 \ 111 g ) at t h e 
cl1 olhou e i : Le\vi a er, (rn1 . ing) er~ley. Daniel Bcdinger, Daniel 
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Morgan, Van (missing) tt, Daniel Buckles, William Morgan, John 
Morrow, Thomas Van Swearingen & P. Marmaduke - when it was 
resolved that John Morrow, John Kearsley, Van Bennett & Thomas Van 
Swearingen be a committee to preserve order regularity during the 
exhibition this evening in the Church. 

Resolved that the following rules & regulations be adopted for 
government of the Trustees, Students & Teacher of the Shepherds Town 
Seminary. Vis: Bye laws of the board of Trustees of the Shepherds Town 
Seminary, passed agreeable to the powers vested in said board by the 
constitution adopt and signed by the subscriber to the Seminary. 

Sect. 1 

Sec·t. 3 

Sect. 4 

Sec't. 1 

Sec·t. 2 

For the government of the Board of Trustees 
Article 1 

All election of officers hall be by ballot & a majority of the 
whole number of Trustees present shall be necessary to make a 
choice. 
In the absence of the President and Secretary, or one of them, 
President or Secretary, or either, as the case may be, shall 
(missing) pro tempore. 
When the offices of President, Secretary or Treasurer, or if 
either shall have been (missing) such vacancy shall be filled as 
(mi sing) convenient; and the person who (missing) shall hold 
the office until (missing) tion of the term during which 
(missing) occurred. 
The President, Secretary, and Treasurer hold their office during 
one year (missing) not resign then without the count of 
(missing). 

Article 2 
The President shall p1·eside in every (missing) of the board, and 
shall determine all (mis ing) order subject, however, to an 
appeal from his decision he shall put the question on the 
passage or rejection of any proposition & declare the state of 
the ????, he shall give the casting vote when the board hall be 
equally divided; he shall nominate all committees, ubject to 
the decision of the board; he shall power to call a pecial 
meeting of the board; he shall receive application for the 
office of Teacher and carry on all communications on that 
subject & lay the same before the board at their meeting. 
The Secretary shall have charge of the records and papers 
belong to the Board; he shall when the Board are convened 
read the communications which may have been made to them, 
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.Sec·t. 1 

ect. _ 

(! ( I. ..I 

ar1d when r qt1ired any par·t of the Jaw bye la\\ or· 
proceedi11g : he shall keep a journal of the proceedings at any 
111 eti11g and er1ter it i11 the 1-ecord, pre er ing al, o the 01-iginal~ 
he ~h,111 pL1bli . h all notification .. to the member of the Board 
01· other per~on\ concerned in the iminary~ he hall ft1rni h 
wl1atever ,tationary may be . ??? for the u e of' the Board, and 
pre. cr1t hi . account to the Trea .. urer who hall pay it out of the 
cont111gcn t f't1nd. 
Th Trea ur r hall receive and take charge of all monie .. 
b longing to the Board of Tru .. tee • he , hall keep a 1·egular 
accot1nt of the number of pt1pil in each cla attending the 
~e1ninary of the n1onies recei ed from them of the ·t1m 
rec i\· d of gratuitiou , donation of hi di bur ement on 
,ice tint of the ~i1ninary and lay the "an1e befo1~ the Boa1-d at 
9'??? of the se\ ·ion he ~hall ???? application .. for and grant 
certificates of admi~ ion into the iminary a hot1ld be here 
af'ter pr ided ?'??? "' hall ettle all account which may be 
'lt1thorized by the Boar·d bt1t if in hi opinion an account or 
cl1a14 ge be e orbinate he . hall u .. pend the payment there of and 
]a it b f'o1· the Board ,it th next 1neeting. 

A l"tic·I e 3 
Tl1e board n1ay appoint th ti1ne of thei1,. next meeting· a pecial 
111eeting 1nay al~o be called by th Pre "' ident; ???? meet on the 
1onday ne t preceeding the end of every . e. sion • and if no 

I11e ti11g h,tll ha, e beer1 held in the inter\'al at the end of three 
111onth\ tl1 reaf'te14

• 

A,·ticle 4 
-J\ ery rne111ber of the bo,1rd may deliver hi~ entiment on the 
tibj ct ot' any rnotion: but none 'hall ~peak when another i~ 
peaking a11d e, er4

} peake1· 'hall ri. e f'rom l1i .. .. eat and addre~ .. 
h i n1 <., e I f, to the Pre id en t. 

11 ,1111e11d111ent h,111 be con\ider·ed bcf ore the original rnotion 
,1r1d a .. eco11d ame11dment hall ha\ e pre idence of the fir~t, bt1t 
110 111otion \hall be co11 "idcr d whil . t anoth r 1~ ???? unle~\ it 
be 111,1de in tl1 t"'o1-n1 of· a11 c11ne 11d men t e cept a n1oti 011 f 'or 

pc) tponen1 nt or <ld jou1·11111ent. 
Th report of ,l co111111ittce 'A1hich i s to be n1ade the . ubject of a 

\' o le ha 11 i n ever)' c ,\ e con c 1 u de i th a re, o 1 u ti on o 11 the 
111atter to \\1hi '11 it 111a r late. 
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Sect. 4 No member present at any meeting shall withdraw before 
adjournment without pennission of the Board. 

Sect. 5 The President shall call to order any member who dissents 
from the rules of the Board. 

For the government of the Seminary 
A,,.ticle 1 

The branches of learning that shall be taught in the Seminary shall be the 
following Vis: English reading & writing, arithmetic, grammer, 
composition, elocution, logic geography, the use of the globes, and the 
latin and greek languages. 

Sect. I 

Sel·t. 2 

Sec't. 3 

Article 2 
The nt11nber of pupils to be admitted to the Seminary shall not 
exceed thirty only otherwise provided by the Board of 
Trustees. 
The pupil shall be classed as follows Vis: The first class shall 
consist of those who learn. the second class shall comprehend 
those who study. The third class shall comprise those who 
study. 
The price of tuition shall be as follows, to wit. for pupils in the 
first class (blank) per session. for pupils in the second class 
(blank) per ses ion & for pupils in the thi1·d class (blank). 

Article 3 
A session shall commence on the ???? day of November (Crossed out 

and May inserted) and end on the last day of (blank) (October had been 
written in very faintly) and again commence on the (blank) day of (blank) 
and end on the (blank) day of (blank). 

The f or1r1er shall be called the winter session and the later the summer 
session. A vacation shall be granted fo1· a te1·1n not to exceed four weeks. 

Article 4 
An explanation of these requirements shall be made on the part of the 

pupils at the end of every se sion. The Teacher in conjunction with the 
standing committee of the Board shall make the necessary arrangements 
for that purpose & give notice thereof to the Trustees and the parents, 
gt1ardians of the pupils. 

Rewards shall be given to those pupils who shall have distinguished 
themselves of the contingent ???? well warrant it and the Teacher in 
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cc)njt1nction with the afore mentioned committee .. hall deter111ine the 
c1t1alit of' tl10~ e 1·e\\:ard , pro\1ided that the amot1nt of them do not exceed 
f'iftc 11 dolla1·~-

Artic·le 5 
standing committee of three member.. hall be appointed at the end 

c)f' tl1e p1·c~cnt ~e . ion to continue until the final day of ovember next 
a11d the1·e,1f·ter at the co1nmencement of very te1-m a oon a the office1-
ol~ the Board ~hall h,lve been cho en to continue during the year. It hall 
l1e tl1e dut of th tanding committee to procure all nece ary .. upplie 
t'or the s 1ni11a1·y a11d to 1nake report of their proceeding to the Boru-d at 
C\'er 111ecting. Their powers shall not extend to the furni hing of any 
c traordi11ar "t1pp]ie~ except by a .. pecial 01-der of the Board to that 
e1'f cct. 

A1·ticle 6 
11 111 on i e rec e i \ e d other w i .. e than for tuition ha 11 con tit Ll t e a 

anting 11t f't1nd subject to the order. of the Board. 

ect. 2 

ec· t. I 

t. -

A ,·tic·le 7 
v r application for adrni ion i11to the eminary hall be 

111ade to the Trea, urer~ who (if perinitted by Section 1 of' 
rticle 2) hall gi e to the applicant a certificate of admi .. ion 

addre • d to th T a her· tating the name of the pupil & the 
11u111ber of th cla~~ into which he or he i to be admitted & 
th teacher . hall thereupon receive & instruct uch tudent 
acco1·dingl . 

hen \ er a pupil i r 1noved out of one cla into another or 
qt1it th ~chool th T acher hall fo1·thwith give notice there of' 
to the Treal tirer~ to be noted in hi .. chool account a required 
in cction 3 rticl 2 of the fir~t l????. 

A ,·ti c·le 
o pupil hall b ad111itt d into the iminary for a horter ter1n 

tha11 on e ion. If an)1011e be admitted after the commence-
1ne11t of· a e ~" ion he or . he .. hall be ???? to continue dt1ring the 
nc t ~t1cceedi11g e. ion a. ell a dur·ing the remainder of the 
ex i~ ti11g 011 ~ u11le .. h or he, or hi ,~ or her parent, guardian or 
pat,·on be willing to con ider that remainder a r·ull \e . ion. 

o pt1pil ~ hall be rerno\1ed out of one cla~. into another, except 
at the omn1encem nt r 1niddle of a , e \ion. 

,·ticle 9 
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Sec·t. 1 

Sect. 2 

Sect. 1 

Sect. 2 

Sect. 3 

Sect. 4 
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All tuition money shall be paid to the Treasurer in advance. 

Article JO 
Every pupil shall pay into the contingent fund at the com­
mencement of the winter session one dollar & fifty cents and at 
the commencement of the summer session one dollar. 
Every student of geography who shall make use of the globes 
and atlas belonging to the seminary, shall more over pay at the 
beginning of every ses ion during which he or she desires to 
have the use of them (blank) cents and for the later (blank) cents. 

Rule III 
The Government of the Pupils 

Article 1 
The pupils hall attend punctually during the hours appointed 
for school exerci es and shall during those hours apply 
themselves diligently to their studies. They shall not make an 
inproper noise, nor go out without permission from the Teacher 
nor stay out longer than necessary, nor leave the chool before 
dissmission unless specially per111itted to do so. 
No student shall u e any profane or indecent language nor have 
in his possession any vulgar, obscene or ???? books nor any 
unchaste or indecent print or painting. 
No pupil shall behave disrespectfully to the Teacher nor to his 
fellow pupil , nor to any other person, either on or out of the 
school room, nor on any pretense quarrel or fight with his 
fellow pupil. 
The pupils shall not play in the school, nor room nor behave 
disorderly on coming 01· going from school. The pupils shall 
alternately when required by the Teacher keep the school room 
in order, swept & cleaned, and perfor1n whatever services it is 
customary in Seminaries of learning to require of pupils. 

Article 2 
When any damage shall have been wantonly done to the school house 

or the property of the Seminary it shall be repaired at the expense of him 
or her or them who committed the injury, or of their patrons, parents or 
guardians and the Teacher is hereby required to make the necessary 
enquiries relative to lay the result of them before the standing committee 
without delay. 

Article 3 
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It· a,1 stt1d nt be habitually negligent or di ~orde1·Iy a11d after being 
frcque11tly repr mantled or puni hed the1·e be no pro pect of' his 
ref·o1·111'1tion. He ~l1all be e pclled. 

A1"ticle 4 
It . hall be th duty of the Teacher for any violation of the e rule. , or 

for tl1e of1~ence di ~crib d in article 2 to repremand or otherwi, e to punish 
tl1e ot·r e11der at hi~ di , cretion fo1·bearing however the infliction of stripes 
t1r1til <)ther rnode of pu11i h1nent hall ha e been found ineffective, but i11 

uch ca~t; a in hi . opinion may reqt1ire more eriou. ????, he hall give 
th nece ~ary information~ a~ oon a. may be to the President of the 
Board. 

Re~ l ed that Daniel Bedinger" Daniel Buckle Jame Brown & 
P1·eslcy Ma11naduke be app inted a ·tanding committee during the ses ion 
con1111 ncei11g th t·ir, t of· May next. 

Re olved that the abo e committee publi h in the Martin burg and 
ha1·l To\~,,n pape1·~ there having been an examination of the tudent of 

th abo iminary & the 111anner in which the tudent acquited 
thern el . 

rder d that th proceeding b , igned by the pre. ident and atte ted by 
th 
T ~t 

P. Ma11naduke ec y Lewi Mayer Pre ident 

hephe1-d. Town June 17th 1813 
t a n1e ting of eight of the Tru te of' the hepherd Town eminai-y 

\ i : Jol1n M,1the\\ s\ D. Bedinger\ John Baker Robert Worthington~ W. 
organ" Jame BrO\\rn an Be1111ett A. Jewitt. 
On 1not1on the Re\' ' d John Mathe . wa., appointed Pre ident Pro-

t 111po1·t: . J witt ecy'y Protem, 011 motion of Mr. Baker it wa __ 
ord red thGlt the Teacher be perrnitted to retain the additional se en 

ho 1 ar, that ha \1 e a Ir· ad enter d. 
n 1noti n of' r. Baker\ it wa. 01·dered that a .. oon as the Teacher 

• 

hall ha,,e 1- cei, d a . t1rance " of the reception of ten \cholar .. n1ore than 
the 11u111be1- already ??'??, or when the \vhole nu1nber . hall amount to 
1· 1·t - . C\1e11, ht; hall gi "'e notic there of to the Pre ident - 'A- ho hal I 
im1n diat 1 call a n1e ting of th tru t s. 

11 the moti 11 of r. orthingto11 it Vv'as ord r d that (1ni ing) of' the 
1111 nar ' do furnish the ( mi 1 ng) \\1i tl1 a tate1ner1t of all the Tuition 

( 1111 ino ha c llect d from ubl. ,1-ib r" (mi .. ing . 
Ord r d that th tand111g c rnmittee (1ni . ing) public notice in uch 
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manner (missing) think proper, or the vacancy in (missing). 
Ordered that the Treasurer pay Mr. McFarland (missing) all the money 

that arose (missing) the last session -
On motion of Mr. Jewitt, it is ordered that a committee be appointed to 

arrange the studies of the several classes and that the committee consist of 
the President, the Rev'd John Mathews, J. Baker & Aaron Jewitt who are 
to make report. 

J. Mathew , Pr. pro tern 

Shepherds Town July 9th 1813 
At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Seminary, Vis. 

Lewis Mayer, John Mathew , John Kearsley, James Brown, Thomas V. 
Swearingen, Aaron Jewitt & Presley Ma1n1aduke. 

Whereas Mr. Samuel Fee wa introduced by Mr. McFarland to the 
board as a suitable person to be employed as an assistant in the Seminary, 
he wa accordingly engaged for the balance of the present se sion at a 
salary of one hundred dollars, with an addition of twenty five dollars 
more should the increa e of the school justify the same. 

On motion of Mr. Kearsley to establish regular school hours: when it 
was dete1·1nined in the following manner from eight until twelve in the 
morning and from two until half past five in the evening during the 
summer session & from nine until twelve in the morning & from one until 
four during the winter ession. 

Ordered that the Treasurer do pay the Teacher his salary quarterly. 
P. Ma1·1naduke, Sect'y Lewis Mayer, Pres. 

Doctor John Briscoe to the Trustees of the Shepherds town Seminary 
May 1813 For Tuition of I cholar in the Third Class $ 7 .50 

For Tax on above $ 1.00 
Oct'r 1813 For Tuition of I scholar in the econd Class $10.00 

For Tax on above .50 
Oct'r '' By account against John McFarland $7 $ 7.00 

Bal due $12.00 

Oct'r 19th 1813 rec'd the above in full for R. Worthington, Treasure1~ 
Jacob L. Wettzheimer 

Shepherds Town 
At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Seminary at the 

school house on Wednesday 27th October 1813, present Lewis Mayer, 
Pres. & Presley Ma1·111aduke, D. Morgan, Worthington & J. Brown. 
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Ordc1·ed tl1c.1t tl1e fL1rtl1er consideration of Mr. John McFarland'~ 
a1Jplic,1ti(J11 f'o1· ar1 additional salar for hi~ ervice a. Teacher duri11g the 
ti1·\t \C\~1011, to l1e taken f1·om the . u1-plu • money which may remain in 
tl1c l1,111d~ o1' the Trea~urer t~ro1n the ]a t ~e .. ~ion tuition be po. tponed until 
tl1e ne t 111ceti 11g. 

Ordcrec.1 tl1at a11 election for Tru ·tee. of· the mi nary take place on 

one.Jct tl1e 8th Ov '1~ next and that the ecretary cau e publick notice 
t}1ereo1· be gi\1en i11 the Far1ne1· Repo. itory & the Martin burg Gazette, 
a 11 d t l1 at 11 o t i c e i n I i k e man n e 1· b g i v en that the next i on w i 11 
co111111 11cc 011 the day foll wi11g that election. 

O1·<lercd that the ne t rneeting of .. the board take place on f"'riday week at 
9 o 'clt1ck . . that the ec1~etary give 11otice of' same. 

J. . Brown, ect. Lewi Mayer, P1·es. 

t [1 111eeti ng of~ tl1e TrL1L tees on friday the 5th of ov. 1813 at the 
ch<1ol Hot1~e, pre~e11t the Rev d Lewi . Mayer, P1·e d t., Rev. John 
1,1tth \A..~, Daniel Bedinger, Daniel BL1ckle~, Tho1na. Van Swea1·i11gen 

Robe1·t orthington. ~1n Bennett, & Ja1nes Brown, ect y P1·0 Te1n. 
The t,111ding committee ha\1ing 111ade their 1·eport the same wa 

ordered to be fil d with the paper of the Trt1stee~. 
The trea~L1rer ha\1ing reported, and the ~ame app1·oved~ it wa ordered 

tl1,lt tl1e b,1lance the1·ei11 :t,1ted be paid, a11d the book~ together with the 
lJapers be deli\ er·ed ove1· to the ne t Trea. tirer. 

Orde1·cd tl1at tl1 Teacher be fL1mished by tl1e ec1·etary with a copy of 
tl1e rL11 e i 11 1·e I ati 011 to tl1e e1ni 11ar . 

Orde1·ed that Mr. cFa1·land account to the Trea~ur·er, for what 111011ies 
l1e 11<1, received f"'rom i11di idual. during the ~econd . e \io11. 

rdered tl1at r. cFa1·I and rccei v·e 250 for hi ser ice for the 
ec()t1d e \t()l1 a. Teacher and that the Trea'" urer pay to him the balance 

\vhi 11 111 ,l)' 110\.\1 be due hi1n. 
1·dc1· cl that r. 1cFarla11d' appli atior1 fo1· ~urvlu. tuitio11 1no11ie\ 

a1·1 111g 1·1·0111 th 211ci ~e .. ion c,111 not b cornpli d with. 
Rt: olvcd t111ani111ot1 l)' tl1at the Pre. ident i. Ju ti entitled to the thtlnk\ 

of· tht B ,trd of' Tru\t~c f'o1· hi~ labour. u111~e,11itted a~ iduit) du1~i11g the 
C1. 1 lt:I1CC Of' tilt: i fl ti tu ti on. 

Re ol, ed that tl1 bt1ard no\\' adjoLtrn. 
J. Bro\v11, ect' )' Pro Tc111 Lewi Ma er, Pre~ . 

t ,l 111eeting of' tl1e ub\crib f\ of· the hepherd Town emin,lI)' at the 
'h ol hot1 011 111 11day tl1 th t1\ • 1· 1 13 agreeable to 11otice t"'or the 
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purpose of electing 15 persons to act as Trustees in confor1ni ty to the rules 
of the institution. Walter S. Selby was appointed chairman and James 
Brown Secretary. Where upon the meeting proceeded to a choice by 
ballot and upon counting the same it was found that the following 
gentlemen were duly elected to wit: Rev' d Lewis Mayer, Rev' d John 
Matthews, John Baker, James Brown, Robert Worthington, Daniel 
Buckles Van Bennett, Daniel Bedinger, Thomas Van Swearinger, Aaron 
Jewitt, Daniel Morgan, Doc'r John Briscoe, Thomas Toole, Van 
Rutherford & Walter B. Selby. 

Ordered that the Secretary notify the Trustees elected, that this meeting 
i adjourned to meet this afternoon at the Globe Tavern at candlelight in 
order to appoint a President, Treasurer & Secretary and that they be 
requested to attend. 

Agreeable to the forgoing order the following Trustees (as elected) 
appeared in person and took their seats to wit. Rev' d Lewis Mayer, 
Walter B. Selby, Robert Worthington, Doc'r John Bri coe, Thomas Van 
Swearingen, Daniel Buckles & James Brown & by proxy Van Bennett & 
Thomas Toole, whereupon (W.B. Selby being continued president & 
James Brown Secretary) they proceeded to the choice of three officers and 
on the counting of the ballots, it was found that the Rev d Lewis Mayer 
was duly elected pre ident, Robert Worthington Treasurer, and Thomas 
Van Swearingen Secretary 

Resolved that thi meeting do now adjourn. 
Teste 

Brown 

At the meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Seminary on 
Monday morning the 8th of Nov. 1813. 

Present the Rev' d Lewis Mayer, Presd't, Daniel Buckles, Walter B. 
Selby, John Briscoe, James Brown Robert Worthington, Van Bennett & 
Thomas Van Swearingen where upon the board proceeded to the selection 
of a Teacher for the ensuring ses ion to commence on the 9th Inst. where 
John McFarland was unanimou ly chosen Teacher for the session 
aforesaid. 

Ordered that the Teacher aforesaid be allowed a salary of two hundred 
and fifty dollars for each session unless the board of tru tees should 
employ an assistant teacher then and in that case the salary of this 
Teacher afore aid hall be two hundred and twenty five dollars for the 
present session. 

Resolved the standing committee be composed of the following 
members vis. Daniel Buckles James B1·own, John Briscoe and Daniel 
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Becli r1gc;r. 
Re~ol ed th,1t it i~ e p die11t th,1t a ~ta11ding co1nmittee be appointed to 

, 1isit the ,1c,1den1y t·ro1n ti1ne to ti1ne and r port to the board of TrLI~ tee 
st1cl1 tl1i11g\ a to then1 hould . een1 nece. sary that the board of Trt1stees 
~11ot1ld he 111,1de acqt1aint d with and that the following gentlemen 
cor11po~c the co111111i ttee ,1bo\ e 1nentioned. vi . Walter B. Selby John 
B,1ker~ ,lf()Il JeVvitt & the Re 'd W. Matthew . . 

Re ol\ed th,1t it l1all b th duty of the vi iting committee to vi~it the 
ac,1de1111 once ev 1· f·o1111ight. 

Ordered that the Teache1· of the hepherd. Town Academy Require 
e,1ch \tt1de11t to ft1rni . h him~elf or her· elf with a charact r Book and that 
l1e the Teacl1e1· ~tate e plicitl in a t~air hand 011 every aturday the 
111a1111er i11 \\r hich the . tt1dent cor1dt1cted hin1 or her elf DL1ring the week. 
In th ,1 t l1 no ti t· t l1 .. tu dent ~ th at tho .. e ch a r act 1· B o o k are to be 
pr ~ r\1cd a11d laid befo1·e th Tru tees at each examination. 

Orde1·ed tl1at th ta 011 each ~ tudent for th n xt e ion for one dollar 
and t 11ty r·i e ce11t, . 

R ol\1cd that the board meet again on monday next at 3 o clock at the 
acadcrn . 

Ordered that the bo,1rd 110w adjot1r11. 
Te le 

Tl10111a. Cy Lewi~ Mayer, Pre . 

t ~1 111eeti11g of th Trt1\tee. of th hepherd~ Town Academy on the 15 
O\. I 1 .... 

P1·e c11t th R 'd Le\\ i~ Ma e1· Pre ide11t, Robert Worthington, 
D a n 1 I 1 () r g a 11 , J a 1n e ~ B r o w n , J o h 11 B a k e 1· J o h 11 B r i c o e ~ V a n 
Rt1t l1 rf.()1·d~ ~111d Tho1na.. ~1n wearingen. 

Re ol\ d tl1at ,1 petitio11 be pre cnted to the n t General a ~ embly of 
tl1e co1111nclr1 eal th t·or an act f i11corporati on of' the T1·u. tee. of thi ~ 
c111i11,1r)' and that John Baker, Robert orthington and Daniel Morgan b 

,1 0111111itt e to d1·a1·t . aid petitic)11. 

Ordered tl1,1t J,1rne Brow11 a11d Robe1·t 011hington be a comrnittee to 
co11f· 1· \ V1t l1 r·. John 1c a1·Ia11d r. a111t1el Fe upor1 the ubject of 
be i 11 g e r11 p 1 o e d i r1 t l1 e e 111 i 11 a 1 . 

rd rec.I tl1,tl tl1i b 'lrd no adjot11·n to rneet again thi e" 11ing at 
c,111dl ligl1t ,1t r. Ja111e .. t,t\e1-r1. 

Tl10111a a11 \\1ea1·ing n, ct -y 

J\t a 111-.::eting of tl1 Tru te of· tl1 heph rd Town • en11nar 011 

l\ ( 11 d ,t) , , n i 11 g t 11 e 1 t=; . o ,, . 1 I _ ,1 t r. J a n1 e T ,1 \ c rn . 
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Present the Rev'd. Lewis Mayer, Presed't, John Baker Robert 
Worthington, John Briscoe, James Brown, Van Rutherford & Thomas 
Van Swearingen. 

Ordered that Mr. Samuel Fee be employed as an assistant Teacher in 
the Seminary and that his salary be two hundred dollars for his services 
the present session and provided the Tuition fund will justify it, at the 
expi1·ation of this session, he shall receive an addition of twenty five 
dolla1·s to hi salary and it is al o understood that if after the said addition 
there hould be any surplus of the tuition fund then said surplu shall be 
divided equally between Mr. McFarland and Mr. Fee p1·ovided that 
neither of their alaries amount to more than two hundred & fifty dollars 
for the session. 

Ordered that the visiting committee divide and allot to each of the 
aforesaid Teachers each for Tuition the pupils in this Seminary in such 
way as to them may seem proper. 

Ordered that the Treasurer purchase a pair of globes now in the use at 
the Seminary at forty two dollars price if they can not be had for less. 

Ordered that the Secretary publish in the Martinsburg & Charles Town 
papers that this institution is now open for the reception of a few students 
and that he state the different branches of learning taught in the Seminary 
& that it is furnished with globes & modem atlas. 

Ordered that the board now adjourn. 
Thomas Worthington, Sect'y Lewis Mayer, Pre . 

At a 1neeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Seminary on 
Wednesday evening the 12th of January 1814. 

Present the Rev'd Lewis Mayer, Presd't. & the Rev'd John Matthews, 
Aaron Jewitt, Walter B. Selby, James Brown, John Briscoe & Thomas 
Van Swearingen. 

Ordered the standing committee notify the parents or guardians of each 
of the students now of the Seminary, who have not paid for the tuition of 
their student for the present session, that it is absolutely necessary that 
they should pay the said amount immediately to the Treasure1·. · 

Ordered that the board now adjourn. 
Teste 

Thomas Van Swearingen, Sect. Lewis Mayer, Pres. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town seminary the 11th of 
April 1814. 

Present Aaron Jewitt, James Brown, John Briscoe, Daniel Buckles, 
Robert Worthington, Walter B. Selby & Thomas Van Swearingen, when 
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·1ro11 Jewitt a~ appointed Pr . ident Pro. Tern. 
Tl1c tar1di11g cornmittee made their report which wa ~ received and 

01·dered tt) be put on file. 
Th T1· a. t1rer 1nade hi. repo11 which wa examined and ordered to be 

t'i led. 
Ordered that Jan1e Brown and Pre ley Marmaduke do pay into the 

h,111ds of th Trea ~urer 3 being for the rent of the chool hou e for the 
1e,11· e11ding I ,"' t pr1l 1814. Ordered that the , tanding committee info1·1]1 

t.ho~e \\ ho h,1 e not paid the amou11t of their tax and tuition to thi 
in\titution. th,1t it i~ absolutely nece ary they hoL1ld pay thi balance 
i 1nr11 cli ate I y. 

r·der d tl1at a com1nittee of fi\'e of the Tru tee be appointed to 
. up rinter1d the e aminatio11 of the . tudent , and that the following 
g ntle111en be th co1111nitt e. Vis: The Rev d John Matthew . the Rev d 
L i. Ma er. John Bak r. aron Jewitt & Thoma Van Sweari11gen. 

Ord 1·ed that a ta of' twenty fi e cent for each grown per on & half 
tl1at J'o1· each child be i111posed upon all the pectator at the exhibition of 
th ~tudent , of thi. in titt1tion e cept the parent or guardian of tudent , 
th Trust cs and th lder of the church in which the exhibition hall be. 

Ordered that the board now adjourn. 
Tl1oma~ Van weari ngen" ct A. Jewi tt Pre . Tern. 

t a 111ecting of the Tru. tees of the hepherd Town Academy aturday 
the 23rd f pril 1 14. Pre. ent the Re d Lewi Mayer John Baker, 
0~111i ~1 Bedir1g r~ aron Jcwitt~ Walter B. elby Jame Brown Daniel 
Buck) .. . Rob rt orthington~ and Thoma. Van wearingen. 

h reupon the Re\~ d L wi. Ma er wa. renamed ???? chairman and 
Tl1or11as an \VCaringen 'Ata dul s I cted ecretary until another hall 
be lect d in p r~t1ent to th by law which may hereafter bee -- tabli hed. 

Ord red that Rob 1~t orthington be appointed Trea urer to thi board 
a11d the p nalt)' of th bond ???? to be gi\'en by the law ir1corporating the 
Trt1 ~te of· tl1 heph rd Town cade1n one thoL1 and dollar. 
condition d a aid la direct . 

rder d tl1 R \1• d John Matth \\ ~ Joh11 Baker and aron Jewitt be a 
comr11ittee t draft a } t m f by la'w ~ ~ rule\. and regulation. t'or the 
go rnn1 nt f' the academ and that they report to the board on 
Wedne "day th 4th c.1f a . 

rd r · d that the R ~ d L wi a)' er b appointed Pre ident of the 
board of rti t of th hephcrd~ Town cadem)'. 
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Ordered that the board now adjourn to meet again on wednesday the 
4th of May. 

Thomas Van Swearingen, Sect'y Lewis Mayer Chair·r11an 
At a 1neeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy on the 4th 
of May 1814 agreeable to adjournment. Present the Rev' d Lewis Mayer, 
President, the Rev' d John Matthews, John Baker, John Briscoe, Aaron 
Jewitt, Daniel Buckle , James Brown, Walter B. Selby. The Secretary 
being absent, Aaron Jewitt was appointed Secretary pro tempore. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting to draft rules and 
regulations for the government of the academy made their report in the 
words & figures following ???? Bye Laws, ????, ???? which report was 
amended and accepted and declared to be the bye laws of the academy. 

Ordered that James Brown, Daniel Buckles and John Briscoe be the 
committee of supplies. 

Ordered that the Secretary give public notice in the Martinsburgh 
Gazette that the school will go into operation on Monday the 9th of May. 

Order·ed that the board now adjourn until Saturday next. That the 
Secretary in the mean time give notice to all the Trustees to meet at 8 
o'clock for the purpose of electing one or more Instructors. 

Thomas Van Swearingen, Sect'y Lewi Mayer, Pres. 

At a meeting of the trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy on the 9th 
of May 1814, pre ent the Rev'd Lewis Mayer, the Rev'd John Matthews 
John Baker, A. Jewitt, John Briscoe, R. Worthington, James (Brown?), 
Walter B. Selby, Thomas Van Swearingen & Daniel Buckles. 

Ordered that the Secretary have printed as oon as may be 50 copies of 
the Bye Laws with the articles of incorporation of the Academy and draw 
on the Treasurer for the sum necessary for paying the expen e and deliver 
them to the committee of supplies. One copy to be delivered by them to 
each of the Trustees. 

Ordered that the Teacher be chosen by ballot. 
???? ordered that one teacher only be appointed to uperintend the 

Academy. 
Whereupon the Board proceeded to ballot for one for the ensuing 

session and Mr. Samuel Lee was duly chosen. 
Ordered that the teacher shall not ???? instruct more than thirty 

students during the ensuing session. Tho e first applying have the 
preference unless a sufficient number should justify (in the opinion of the 
Trustees) the employment of an ????. 

Ordered that the salary of the Teacher for the ensuing session shall be 
placed at $225. And if the conduct, assiduity, and attention of the Teacher 
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(t111'-1hle to 111,1ke out ~ 1·al \\ ords) in the opinio11 of the T1·t1~tee. will 
jt1 "' ti 1. it~ ,tn additio11 of· 25 v..1ill be 1nade at the end of the ~e~~io11. 

1·de1·cd that the Board ,1djoum without delay. 
l ,1 111eet111g ot· the Trti~tees on Monday th 17th of Octob r 1814 p1·e~ ent 

Re\ ·ct Le\ i. M'1yer·. W. B. elby, R. Worthington. D. Bt1ckle. , Jarne. 
Bro 11. Jol111 Buckl . Joh11 Bri~coe & . Jewitt. 

111 tl1e ,lb en\e of· tl1e ecretary A. Jewitt was appointed ecreta1·y pro 
t 1n. 

Ordt:red th,1t the Tru~tees now proceed to the examination of the 
cl1t)ol. whereupon the did p1·oceed with the xamination until night. 

Ord r·ecl tl1c:1t th bo,1rd adjou111 till tornon·ow at 9 o clock. 
J ewitt. c ~ t, Pro Te111 

t a 111 eti11g of' tl1 Trust es on th 18th of October 1814 agreeably to 
,1djot1r11111ent. pr sent Rev d L wi~ Maye1·. John Baker W. B. Selby D. 
Bl1ckle\, R. Worthington~ Jaine~ Brown, & A. Jewitt. The Sec·y being 
ttb 11t . J witt wa appointed ecret~1ry Pro Tern. The Tru tees fini hed 
t l1 cl r11 in at i n of th p tip i ls . 

1·de1·ed that the co1n111ittee ot' ~upplie. 11otify all per~ on indebted to 
the Tr·u tee · to pa their eve1·al bala11ce~ into the hand of the Treasurer. 

Ordered that the board adjourn to n1eet on the 4th Friday in Nov. next. 
. J e it t. ec' y P1·0 Te 1n 

t a 111e ti11g of the Trt1 t , of the l1epherd Town Acade1ny on the 
30th c11· Dece1nb r 1814, pre er1t Rev'd Lewi , Mayer Re d Jno 

,lttl1ev. , Joh11 Baker, Ja . Brown, Jno. Briscoe~ Van Bennett, W. B. 
e I b )' . J 'A' i t t . 

l11 tl1e ,1b • nee ot' the ecr·eta1·y . Jewitt Vv'a l appointed ec'y Pro 
T 111. 

011 111otion 01·d red th,1t the Tru tee accept the t·ollowing propo itions 
111,1de b1 Jol111 1c ,1rla11d \. •~ that h will t,1ke cha1·g of the Academy 
u () o 11 t l1 1 'o l low 1 11 g con d i ti o 11 . : that th Lt L ti a 1 . um~ for tax and tu i ti o 11 

11,111 be le, icd 011 ach ~ hola1· that fron1 the aggregate ~ hall be deducted 
tl1 l1ou c rent ,t11d othe1· J p n c 'lccruing frc)111 between the 3rd day of 
Janua1·)1 11ext and the 1ir ·t day of' pril ne t and the balance he agree to 
r ce i \ c a l1 i" al ar)' . 

Order d tl1,1t tl1e board adjourn "ine die . 
. Jc\J itt, c·y Pro T n1 ~ Pre~. 

t ·1 111 eti11g or· tl1e TrLJ" tee of· the hephcrd Town cademy· ()TI the 
_ 4 t 11 d ,1 y f, c t I I , Pre c 11 t the R c v • d J oh 11 at the\\ ~, Tho s . an 
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Swearingen, Daniel Buckles, John Briscoe, Jnr. & James Brown. 
When the Trustees proceeded to the election of officers -

The Rev'd Lewis Mayer - President 
Thos. Van Swearingen - Sec'y 
James Brown - Treasurer 
Walter B. Selby, Van Rutherford, Van Bennett, and Daniel 

Buckles appointed a committee of supplies. 

(Upper half of page missing) 

(Probably listed members of the 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 
(missing) 

Visiting committee 
proceed to appoint 
charge of the Academy 
following conditions 
?? of $500 and also the 
of any number of pupils 
Academy above thirty 
the Treasurer pay to 
?? has been the unofficial 
monies in his hand 
tuition since said 
?? had charge of said 
adjourned sine die. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy Dec. 15, 
1815, present 

Rev' Lewis Mayer, President 
Aaron Jewitt, Sec'y Pro Tern 
James Brown, Treasurer, and the Rev' d John Matthews, Daniel 

Bedinger and John Baker. 
Ordered that the bye-laws be so amended that the absence of the 

President, the Secretary shall have power to call meetings of the Trustees 
and in the absence of the Secretary, the Treasurer shall be authorized to 
serve notice of meeting; and in the absence of the Presidient & Secretary, 
the Treeasurer shall be authorized both to call a meeting and serve 

• notice.-
Ordered that the committee of supplies do immediately procure a 

house for the use of the school until (Upper half of page missing) 
of the school until (missing) 

Ordered that the (missing) 
a commmittee or ??? (missing) 
settle with John M??? (missing) 
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d ' ·7 '}') 1· ,in . . . . ro 1n (mis i11g) 

cljoL1111cd . 1ne die . 
. Je\\1itt.. ec Pro Tern 

ta 111cetir1g ot· (mi ing) 
l1ephe1·d~ Town caderny on (mi ~ ing) 

18 J 6. Pre. er1t W. B. (mis ing) 
J 11c) Betker~ J a111 Br (mi ing) 

,1ro11 Jewitt & D (mi ~ing) 
he Pre~ident (mi ing) 

v..·a\ 'tppoi11ted P1·e (mi ing) 
0111 p I ,l i J l l 11 ,l \ ' i n ( mi i n g) 

tl1at ~0111e of· the·???'? (mi ing) 
rn i "co 11 d Lt ct in a n LJ m (mi in g) 

011 r11otion ordered (mi . i11g) 
tl1cn1 tl1e Bye-Law , of (1ni i11g) 
the1n a gc11tle admoni~ (mi '- ing) 

Ordered that Mr. Johnathan B. Buckle. be employed a. an a i tant 
in trt1ctor 111 the caderny, who e ~alary i~ to be at the 1·ate of 300 pe1◄ 

ar, it· the f·L1nd will adn1it of· it 
Walte1· B. Selby, Pre . Pro Tern 

Oc)ctor Joh11 Bri. coe 
To Trea\ur h phe1·d. Town Acaderny 
To lL1itio11 <)f Brother l t Cla~. 12.50 

1.50 • • 

t<.l\. \Vtntcr cs 10n 

14.00 

Rec'd .. l1ep· Tovln p1·il 13. 1816 from Doctor John B1·i . coe for the 
pt11-po e ,1l10,,e ~tated. 

J. B ro\\111 

1\t a 111ccti11g ot' the Trt1. tee ot· th hept1erd • TO\\'n Academy 011 the 5th 
da )' t) f~ o \' e 111 b r 1 8 1 7 Pre en t Re, .. d J no Mathe\\' L • John B ri \ c oe ~ J 1◄ ... 
J,1r11e B1·0\ n .. \\1.B. elbv .. Tho1n·1'" Toole. John Baker and Aaron Jewitt. 

J 

011 111oti()11 John • ,1tl1 \\ ~ \Va a11pointed Chairn1an and A,1ron Jewitt 
t;C • ) ' . Tt1e ti 111e <) r· ~ I ecti 11g of r·i cer 11a i ng ex pi red~ 011 1noti on the 

Trt1 te prc)c cd d to th electior1 o t· ofi'i cerL" . When 011 ball oti 11g it 
,lppearcd tl1at tl1e Re,,·ct Joh11 atheVv~ a duly elected Pre\ident. He 
l1,1\1ing ,1 n1ajor1ty ot· all the \10t . aron Je\\1itt \\1a~ elected ecreta1· .. 
a11d Jar11e~ Br0\\1n .. Trea u1·er. 
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Van Bennett appeared and took his eat. 
On motion of Mr. Jewitt the price of tuition is to be raised as follows. 

Vis. The price of the tuition of the first class shall be for the present 
session at the rate of $15 per ession. Those of the second class $12.50,. 
Those of the 3rd class $10.00. 

Robinson is appointed tutor for the present session with a salary at the 
rate of $500 per annum. 

The vestry of St. Andrews having given their permission to the 
Trustee to use the epi copal church for a school house the present 
session, Mr. Selby & Mr. Brown are accordingly appointed a committee 
to make arrangement for putting the school into operation. 

A. Jewitt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustee of the Shepherds Town Academy on the 
I 0th day of April 1818 at the house of James Brown. 

Present the Rev'd Mayer, Walter B. Selby, Jame Brown, Van 
Bennett, Thos Toole & Aaron Jewitt. 

On motion Lewi Mayer was appointed president Protempore. 
John Baker appeared and took his seat. 
On motion the Trustees proceeded to elect a fit person to fill the 

vacancy occasioned by the death of Daniel Bedinger, E quire. When the 
Rev'd Benjamin Allen was declared elected. 

Adjourned to meet again on Tuedsay the 14th in tant at 10 o'clock 
A.M. 

A. Jewitt Sec'y Pres. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of Shepherdstown Academy on Tt1esday the 
14th day of April agreeable to adjournment at the house of James Brown. 
Present. 

Rev'd Lewis Mayer 
James Brown 
John Baker 
Thomas Toole 
Aaron Jewitt 
Van Bennett 
Van Rutherford 

Rev'd Lewis Mayer was appointed Pres. Pro Tern. 
On motion resolved that the board now proceed to the election of 

officers Whereupon the board proceeded to bring in their ballots 
accordingly. When on counting the ballots it appeared that the Rev d John 
Mathews was duly elected P14 esident. Aaron Jewitt Secretary and Jame 
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B1·ow11 T1·c,1~ t1rcr. 
T 11 <.1 Too I e.. J ,1111 e B r· ow 11 Walte1· B. elb were appointed a 

cc>1n111itte<; of . upplie\. 
att1e\\ ~- llcr1 .. Baker & Jew1tt a vi iti11g committee. 

It vl ,l~ tl1e11 1110 ed a11d ~econded that the Trustee. proceed in a body to 
tl1e ex '1111i11L1tio11 of' tl1e ~chool. Which ~ ervice b ing pefo1·1ned the board 
adj t11·11ed tt) 111eet agt1in 011 aturciay at I l o" clock . 

. J eVv i tt, ec ~ y Pre . 

t ,1 111ect1ng of tl1e T1·L1stee. of hepherd Town Academy at the hoL1se 
c)f. Ja111es Brl)W11 011 the 211d day of' pril 1818. Present Van Bennett 

Jame B1·ow11 
Benajmin Allen 
John Bri~coe 
John Bake1· & 
A. Jewitt 

011 111otio11 Benj. llen w,1 appoi11ted Pre~ident Pro. Ten1. 
Or·cler d tl1,1t tl1 er tary do i111111 diately proc ed to pt1blish a notice 

the atio11al Intelligencer that the chool i~ vacant and to receive 
p1·opo\,1l. f1·0111 ' ltld corre pc)nd with any per C)n, who may wi h to take 
cl1arge of· tl1e )Chool. 11d tl1e11 the Boa1·d ajourned . 

. Je\\itt .. ec, Pre~. 

t ·1 111ecting ot' the T1·L1\t e~ of· the hephcrdown Acade1ny on the 15th 
d,1)' cpter11ber 1 1 ~ P1·e ~c11t Tho~. V. \\ earingen John Baker, Jame .. 
B ro\v11. J ohr1 B r·i coe aro11 J C\v i tt. 

011 111oti<)n Tl10~. . ~1eari11gen ~1as appointed P1·e~ident Pro Ten1. 
Tl1 c\1er'1l cc)r11111unication. rec .. d fro111 v,11·iou , peron~ in cont'or1nity 
\\1itl1 tl1 re t)lt1tio11 of tl1c board p,1~. ed 011 the 2nd da of' At1gu. t 18 I 8~ 
\Ver~ laid bel'o1·c the Board, and there bei11g 0111 a quorum present~ it wa 
re"OI\ cd tl1,1t tl1e bo~1rd 110 ,1djou1~r1 until the I 9th i11 tant . 

. Je\\1itt ec.. Pre . . 
,/ 

t ~l 111eetir1g of' the Trt1 tee~ of the 
I 9t11 d~1 ot- epte111bcr 1 I , Pre. e11t 

hepherd~tow11 Acadn1y on the 
W ,11 t e 1· B . el by 
Ja111e\ Bro n 

~1n Ru the1·i'ord 
Tho\. . ~ ea1·inge11 
John Bri coe 
Joh11 Bake1· 

aro11 Jewitt 
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On motion James Brown is appionted President. 
Several communications, which had been Rec'd by the Secretary, were 
laid before the board, whereupon it was moved and seconded that N. S. 
Reed, the Principal of Washington Academy be put in nomination for the 
office of Principal of this institution, when on counting the votes, it 
appeared that he was unanimously elected. 

Ordered that the Secretary do info1·111 Mr. Reed of his election. 
Ordered that the Board do now adjourn. 

A. Jewitt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy on friday 
the 30th of October 18 I 8, Present: John Mathews, President 

John Brown 
John Baker 
John Briscoe & 
Aaron Jewitt 

Ordered tha the salary of Mr. Reed, the instructor of our Academy, be 
fixed at $750 certain and $800 if the funds will admit of it. 

Van Bennett & W. B. Selby appeared and took their seats. 
The committee of supplies were directed to procure a place for the 

school for one month, if in their power, and have it prepared so that the 
school may commence on Monday next being the first Monday of 
November. 

Orderd that the Secretary do publish a notice in the American Eagle 
that the school is in operation. 

Ordered that the Board now adjourn. 
A Jewitt, Sec 'y Pres. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy at the ???? 
room Mr. James Brown on Friday the 16th of April 1819, Present: Rev'd 
Lewis Mayer, James Brown, John Briscoe, John Baker, Walter B. Selby, 
Van Bennett & Aaron Jewitt. 

Rev'd Lewis Mayer appointed Pres. pro. tern 
A communication was received from Thomas Toole resigning ???? as a 
member of this Board. Whereupon a motion was made and accepted that 
this Board do now proceed to fill vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of said T. Toole. When Doctor Henry Boteler was put in nomination and 
unanimously elected. 

A motion was then made and seconded that the Board do now proceed 
to the election of officers and decided in the affimative. When the board 
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proce ded to bring in th ir ballot for pre ident when the Rev d John 
ath w'" had a 1najority of vote and wa duly elected. 
Th b ard then p1·oce d d to elect a ecretary. He having a n1ajority of 

the \1ote~. 
The board th n elect d Jame Brown Trea urer. 
The pr '" ident Pro. Tern. then proceeded to nominate the variou 

con1mittee . When John Bri co John Baker Henry Boteler & Aaron 
Jewitt w re appointed a vi ~iting committee. 

Walt r B. elby Van Bennett & Daniel Buckle were appointed a 
con11nittee of upplie, . 

Doctor John Bri, o obtained leave of ab ence. 
R ol ed that the writing c rnmmittee be in tructed to enquire, what 

a1n ndment if any ought to be made to the pre ent Bye-Law of the 
cade1n and make report to the Board. 

Ordered that th Trea urer pay Aaron Jewitt four dollar and ninety­
one c nt. , the amount which h filed. 

Ord red that th tr a. urer proceed to collect all arrearage for tuition 
due to lh Tru t for la t e ion deducting from aid tuition a due 
prop rtion for the time by the teacher' late indi po ition. 

Ord red that the Trea urer pay Conrad hindler four dollar and 
ninet -fi c nt . The amount of hi account which he filed. 

Ordered that the B ard adjourn to meet again at thi place on the 8th 
da f Ma n tat 10 o,clock . 

. J witt Pre . 

t a meeting f th Tru tee of the hepherd Town Academy on 
edn . da the 16th f June l 19 pre ent Rev d John Mathew~ Pre . 

Jam ~ Bro\Atn, John Baker, H nry Boteler John Bri coe & Aaron Jewitt. 
R . ol ed that th cretary be directed to procure an a i tant for the 

hepl1 rd. T w11 ad m who e compen ation hall not exceed 180. 
O1·der d that the Trea urer proceed to ollect all arrear due the 

Tru" t e". 
Ord r d that ar n Jewitt, John Bri oe, Henry Boteler be a 

om1nitt to appl , to apt. braham hepherd for a conveyance to the 
ru tee. of· th h pherd, T \\1n cad my of a uitable lot on which to 

build an cad m1. That aid c mmittee if th uc eed in obtaining aid 
lot, mak an e timat r port to the Tru tee. the probable expence of 
building an . ad 1n n aid lot of brick of a uitable & con enient ize. 

Ord r d that Jame Bro n John Baker _ aron Jewitt be a 
111mitt in njunction with the tea her for the purpo e of making the 

n ar arrang ment f r the e amination f th pupil of the Academy 
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on the 30th instant & give notice thereof to their parents and guardians. 
Ordered that the board now adjourn to meet again on wednesday the 

30th instant at the episcopal church. 
A Jewitt, Sec'y Pres. 

We the subscribers do promise and oblige our elves, our heirs, 
executors or administrators to pay the several sums of money annexed to 
our re pective name for the purpose of purchasing a suitable lot and 
building an Academy thereon in or near Shepherdstown. 

Subscribers Names 
Henry Boteler 
Wm Butler 
George Reynolds 
Daniel Buckles 
John G. Cookus 
William McMurran 
Edward Lucas, Snr. 
James McMurran 
Robert Lucas 

(NOTE): Above document not dated) 

$60.00 
$60.00 
$60.00 
$30.00 
$50.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$ 5.00 
$10.00 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherdstown Academy at the 
episcopal church on wednesday the 30th day of June 18 I 9 agreeable to 
ajournment, present Rev'd John Mathews, Pres., Rev'd L. Mayers, Rev'd 
B. Allen, John Briscoe, James Brown, Van Bennett, Van Rutherford, H. 
Boteler, Aaron Jewitt. 

Ordered that the Trustees proceed to examine the school before 
attending any other business. 

It was moved and seconded that so long as the number of scholars 
continues too large for the in tructor that he be per1nitted to employ some 
one of the pupils who is competant to teach sn1all children, and that the 
one thus employed have his tuition free and the question being put 
thereupon it passed in the negative. 

and then the board adjourned. 
A Jewitt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the trustees of the Shepherds Town Acadmy at the room 
of James Brown on the 14h day of July 1819 Present W. S. Selby, TV. 
Swearingen, Hen1)' Boteler, James Brown, John Briscoe, John Baker and 
Aaron Jewitt. 

H Boteler, Pres. Pro Tern 
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Re t)l\1ed that Da,,id nively be employed a an as. i tant in the 
herphe1·d To n cad my for one , e~ .. ion who e ,alary ·hall be 45. 

Ord red that th ecretary be directed to inform Mr. 11i ely of hi~ 
appoint111 11t and enter into a contract with hi1n on hi ~ behalf' of the 
TrtI\tC s . 

Re ol\ ed that there be a fourth cla admitted into l aid chool to 
co11~i ·t of chi]dren, who learn only p lling and reading. 

Re ol\1cd that the tuition of the 4th Cla be 15 per annum for each 
pllJ)il. 

t a 111eetir1g of the hepherd~ Town academy at the hou e of James 
Brow11 011 aturday the 6th day of ovember 1819, pre ent Rev d Jno 
Matl1ew . .. Pre~. Jame, Brown, Van Bennett Walter B. Selby John Baker, 

aron Jewitt\ Tho . V. wearingen. 
co1n1nunication wa, rec d from Mr. Read, the teacher, giving an 

ac ount of the general tate of the .. chool - and 1·ead in the following 
word t \\'it: 

'~To th Board of Tru tee ' etc. 
Order d tha the T1·eal urer pay Richard William one dollar. 

rder d that the board now adjourn . 
. J e\,\, i tt~ ec 

t a meeting of the Tru. tee of the hepherd Town Academy at Mr. 
81·0 n. room on th 2 th da of January I 20 pre ent Rev d J no 

atl1 ~~ Pr· . ·~ Jame .. Brown, Van Be11nett~ John Baker Aaron Jewitt, 
Re\ l\te<l that a f male cla be added to the chool at the lowe t rate of 

tuition. rd red that there be a gen ral meeting of the Tru tee notified 
n th 2nd d11 day of Feb 'y 11e t at 10 o clock. 

Ord red that the Trea urer pay Peter A. Young 7.75 being an acc,t. 
a ig11ed b Robin on Harp r 

O1-dered that the Trea5ur r pa Geo. W. appington 4. 
rd red tl1at the Tr· a ur r pa elby and Wy ong 23.81. 
rd red that tl1 m etin0 do now adjourn. 

t the 1neeting of th Trtt te of the hepherd~ Town cademy at the 
11 u e of' Jain Brown on Mo11da the 10th day of pril 1820 .. pre ent 
Re~ "d Jn ath \\ ~ Pr ., H nr Boteler John Baker John Bri. coe, 
J amc BroVv n an B nn tt. 

aron J 
appoint d 

n1ot1 n 

• 
1 t t .. q . , c re t a r )' 

r tar Pr . Tern. 
a L th n made a11d 

be i n g ab e 11 t J a 111 e .. " B r o w 11 w a s 

conded \\, hich wa decided in the 
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affirmative, that the Board now proceed to the election of officers for the 
ensuing year, as prescribed by the Bye Laws of this institution -
whereupon counting the ballots it was found that the Rev'd John 
Mathews was elected president, Aaron Jewitt Secretary and James Brown 
Treasurer. 

Ordered that the Trustees meet again at this place on Friday next the 
14th instant at 9 o'clock A.M. 

Ordered that the Board now adjourn. 
James Brown, Sec'y Pro. Tern. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherdstown Academy on the 15th 
day of April 1820, present Henry Boteler, W. S. Selby, John Briscoe, 
John Baker, James Brown and A. Jewitt. 

A communication a rec'd from Nathan S. Read, Principal of the 
Academy resigning his office at the end of the present session. 

Whereupon a motion was and seconded to accept the same and the 
motion being put thereupon passed in the affi11native. 

On motion ordered that the Treasurer be authorized to take measures 
for collecting all monies due to the Academy up to the commencement of 
the present ter1r1. 

Ordered that the Secretary be authorized to take such means for 
procuring another principal to take charge of the Academy on the 15th 
day of July next as he may diem expedient. 

A communication was rec'd from Garret Winekoope concerning the 
sickness of his son praying for a remission of a proportional part of the 
tuition and the question being put thereupon was decided in the negative. 

Ordered that all time lo t by Mr. Read should be deducted from his 
salary. 

And then the Board adjourned. 
A. Jewittt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy at the 
house of James Brown on the 20 day of June 1820, present John 
Mathews, Pres., Thos. V. Swearingen, Henry Boteler, John Briscoe & 
James Brown. 

James Brown is appointed Secretary Pro. Tern. 
On motion of John Briscoe and seconded. 

Resolved that the order passed at a former meeting directing the 
Treasurer to deduct from Na than S. Read's salary as teacher a sum 
equivalent to all the time which he has been absent from the school be 
rescinded so far as relates to his visit to New Haven in the months of Sepr 
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and ctob r la. t bt1t in no ther re, p ct and that the Trea. urer charge hi1n 
ilh th um f' 2.50 which wa deducted from the chool account of 
apt. Bennett in con ·equence of hi ab ence at the tim . 

Th 1na~ . Bennett i appoint d Tru tee of the hepherd town 
acad m in the place of Robert Worthington re igned. 

Mr. Da id ni ely having made known to the Board of Tru tee now 
"itting that Mr. nid r of harp burg and him~ elf are de irou of taking 
up n th ir own a ount and re pon jbility the hepherd Town Academy 
for on y ar from th fir. t day of July ne t together with all the chool 
furnitur .. ? . b longing to the l. aid in titution and to pay the rent of the 
~chool h us for the remainder of the time for which the Tru tee have 
tak n it t'or th purpoL e of conduting and caring on the chool to the be t 
ad a11tage on uch conditi n and under uch regulation a ~ hall be fixed 
upon b then1 the Tru teeL - Wherefore an motion ordered that 
Thoma. . V\' aringen Henry Boteler & Jame Brown or any two of 
th m be a committ to . ??? the ~ aid Snid rand nively and do enter into 
a d r·init arrang ment with them on the ubject and report to the next 

• 

m ting. 
Ord r d that the board now adjourn to m et again at thi place on the 

0th in. tant. 
Jame Brown, . ec y Pro Tern 

t a n1 ting of th Tru te . of the hepherd t wn Academy on the 30th 
da f Jun ,1greeable to adjot1m1n nt Pre ent Rev. Jno Mathew Pre t, 
Jame. Br wn~ Walter B. elby Henry Boteler John Baker & John 
Bri~ . 

Th R \1~d L wi Ma r one of the Tru tee ~ ha ing ent in hi 
r ignation~ the b ard proceeded to uppl hi place. when Jame . Lane 
wa unan1mou. ly I ct d. 

rd r d that J hn Bak r b add d to the committee heretofore 
app i11t d at tl1 la t m ting of the board to enter into arrangement with 

. . nid r Da id 11i el concerning th ir taking charge of the 
cad m . 

Tl1 aid c 111mitt not ha ing r ported to thi 1neeting, directed to 
r p rt to th 11e t m ting. 

rd r d that tl1 Tr a. urer upon ,ettl ing with athan . Read, the late 
t acl1 r in thi acad n1 if a balance . hould be found in hi favor & there 
h uld n t b fund. n ugh in hi , hand to di harge aid balance hall 

d1·a f'rom J hn Bak r f r th amot1nt of ~ aid balance~ to be paid out of 
any fund he ma h in hi hand. belonging to the cademy~ and it is 
furtl1 r rdered that v.1hate r um ma)' be dra n f'rom . aid Baker ~hall be 
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refunded to him for use of the Academy, by the Treasurer as he may 
make collections from those indebted to the Treasurer for tuition. 

and the board ajoumed. 
A. Jewitt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy on the 6th 
day of July 1820 Present Rev'd Jno Mathews, Pres't, Walter B. Selby, 
Henry Boteler James Brown & John Briscoe. 

John Baker appointed Sec'y Pro Tern. 
The committee appointed heretofore to enter into arrangements with 

G. W. Snider & David Snively respecting taking charge of the Academy 
beg leave to report - That they have had an interview with Mssrs Snider 
and Snively & were unable to effect any arrangement with them. 

Ordered that Henry Boteler, Walter S. Selby, James S. Lane & Thomas 
S. Bennett or any two of them do settle the acc't of the treasurer and 
report. 

Present Aaron Jewitt, Sec'y 
The Secretary having been unable to procure a suitable person to take 

charge of the Academy at the commencement of the summer session in 
pursuant of an orde1· hereafter made. 

It is ordered that the Secretary do further prosecute his endeavor to 
obtain a suitable person to take charge of the Academy as soon as 
Possible. 

and the meeting then adjourned. 
Aaron Jewitt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy on 22 day 
of July 1820 - Present Thos. V. Swearingen, Van Bennett, Van 
Rutherford, Henry Boteler, James Brown, James S. Lane, Thomas L. 
Bennett, A. Jewitt. 

When the Secretary made known to the Board that he had engaged Mr. 
G. W. Snider to take charge of the Academy Subject to their approbation. 

Whe1·eupon it was moved and seconded that said contract be approved 
and the question being put thereupon, it passed in the affir1native. For the 
above contract see the secretary's letter to Mr. Snider on file. 

and the board adjourned. 
A. Jewitt Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy on the 
31st day of July 1820 at the school room - Present Rev'd John Matthews, 
Pres't, Thos. V. Swearingen Henry Boteler, James S. Lane, John Baker, 
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J ar11es Browr1 . Jewitt. 
r. G. . nide1· appeared and took charge of the Academy and 

~ub111itted to the Trt1\t e" ot' tl1e cademy a y tern of Bye-Law · 'I 

el1rc:t1pon 
01·dercd that H. Boteler" Tho . wearingen" John Baker & Aaron 

J witt be tl co111111itte to re i~e the rule. and regulation for the di cipline 
of· the cl100I who are to r port tl1eir proceeding to the next meeting of 
the Tru tee~. 

Ordered adjourned . 
. Je itt, C 

t ,1 r11eet111g of the Trtt\tee~ of the hepherd Town Acade111y on the 
I 0tl1 da of· M,1rch 1821 pre~ent J. Mathew. , Pre t H. Boteler W. B. 
elby, T. . Bennett Thoma V. \\'earingen, J. Brown & Aaron Jewitt. 

rdered that the Tru. tees rent the hou ·e at pre. ent occupied by the 
ct1ool ~1t '40 JJe1· year. 

1·dered that H. Bot ler and Aaron Jewitt be a committee to rent the 
}o'A,er p,1rt of~ tl1e chool hou e to any ~ol ent per on. 

Ord red that notice be gi en Mr. G. W. nider the pre ent in tructor, 
that th TrL1 t e~ will w,111t the hot15e now occt1pied by him a ~ a chool 
hot1 e on the fi1·~t <la of· next April. 

Ordered that the Trea. urer be directed to collect all monie owned the 
TrLt "tee . 

Ordered that M . er\ Mathew and JeVv itt be a committee to engage a 
teach r. and then the Board ajoumed to meet again on aturday the 24th 
i 11 ~ ~ t . at can d l I i g 11 t . 

. Je~ itt~ e y 

t ·1 111 eting ot' the Tru. te s of the h pherd Town Academy on 
att1rd,1 th 24th da of March I 2 I, Pre._ nt John Mathew ~ H. Boteler 

\\1. B. ~ elb)', John Bak r, Jaine .. BroVvn aron J witt. 
co1n111t1nicatio11 \\ a. recei, cd from G. W. nid r re. igning (mi ing) 

of1-ice t· Prir1c1p~1l of' th cademy. 
H. Boteler a1·011 Jewitt" appointed at the la. t meeting to rent the 

lO\\ler JJ,111: of~ the cl1<)0l hou .. e reported that the had rented the "a1ne to 
Lind ( 1111~ i11g t~or I p r ('.1nnt1111. 

rdered tl1at John B,1ker pa . B. elby 15.33 1 /3 out of ar1y money 
th 'l t r11 ,1 ) ' be i r1 11 i ha 11 d or an)' that 111 a}' co 111 c i 11 to hi ~ hand.. be Ion g i 11 g to 
tl1 Tru "tee 11ot other\vise appropriated. 

,111d tl1 n the b(>ard (1d journed -
. J v.1i t t 
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At a meeting of the Trustees of the Shepherds Town Academy on the 2nd 
day of April 1821, Present Rev'd John Mathews, Pre., Thomas S. 
Bennett, John Briscoe, John Baker, James Brown, Henry Boteler, Thos. 
V. Swearingen, Aaron Jewitt. 

Ordered that Mr. Mathews, Mr. Baker, Mr. Swearingen & Doc't 
Boteler be a committee to examine Mr. Ellsworth's credentials and 
engage him to take charge of the Academy for six months at the rate of 
$450 per annum if they find him qualified. 

Ordered that Mr. Mathews, Mr. Swearingen, Doctor Briscoe & Aaron 
Jewitt be a visiting committee. 

And then the board adjourned. 
A. Jewitt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustee of the Shepherds Town Academy on 
Saturday the 30th day of June 1821, Present Rev'd John Mathews, Pres't, 
James Brown, Jame S. Lane, T. V. Swearingen, A. Jewitt. 

The Trustees proceeded to the examination of the school. 
Ordered that the Sec'y put a notice into the next Virginia Monitor 

stating when the next session will commence, and that there will be a 
meeting of the Trustees the 16th day of July next and then the board 
adjourned. 

A. Jewitt, Sec'y 

At a meeting of the Trustee of the Shepherds Town Academy on 
Monday the 16th day of July 1821, Present J. Mathews, Pres't, H. Boteler, 
James S. Lane, James Brown, John Baker, Aaron Jewitt, Thos. V. 
Swearingen. 

It having been ascertained that there is a deficiency of $57 .30 for the 
last quarter, and whereas said deficiency ha been paid by John Mathews, 
Thos. V. Swearingen, John Baker, Joseph McMurran, & Aaron Jewitt in 
proportion to the tution of their several scholars, as will appear by 
reference to the Treasurer's books. It is therefore resolved that said money 
paid as aforesaid shall be refunded to those, who have advanced it 
whenever the funds of the institution will admit of it. 

Ordered that Rev'd John Mathews, Thos. V. Swearingen & Aaron 
Jewitt be a committee to make a report of the tate of the school at the last 
examination and publish a statement thereof in the Monitor. 

Ordered that the board adjourn to meet again tomorrow morning at 8 
o'clock. 

A. Jewitt, Sec'y 



J~ ffl!r~ JJ1 ( ... <)t111 t )' His tc>rtcal St>(' 1ct )' 135 

t ,1 n1ccting of the Tru tees of the hepherds Town Acade1ny agreeable 
to ,1djour11n1 .11t on th 17h da of July 1821 Pre. nt Joh11 Mathew , 
P1·c~"t., Tl10 . . weari11ge11 Ja~. . La11e, John Bake1· Ja1nes Brown & 

~1 ro 11 Jc 'A i t t. 
l1e co111111ittee appointed ye ·terday to n1ake report on the 'tate of the 

chool - 111,1de their report in the word. and figu1·e. following to wit 4 'The 
ccl1111nittee '?l??. ~ .. and on motion it was orde1·ed that aid report accepted & 
publi . hed in the ~~Virginia Monitor.'' 

,ind the11 the b ard adjourned . 
. J witt, 

, 
C 

Ja11" 182 
Recei\ed <lf D1·. John Bri .. coe for W. Benn tt eleven dollar on tuition 
clCC t. 

J ll I 2211 d 1 2 9 
r. Denny 

• 

.. l r 

R. ?ichman 

I an1 orr to find that one, or the other of my little on ._ 1·eturn 
,1lr110 t e\1 r da fron1 chool very . ick. A11d ·peaking of the circum tance 
toda ·1t r. ookt1 .. tore .. Mr. ob. erved that he thought it wa owi11g 
to tl1 . chool-roon1 being kept to \\'ar1n that you keep the window and 
d or ~11t1t dLtri11g ~chool hot1r~ . 11' that be the ca~e you will oblige me a 
v ell ~1s )' Ot11· other ??'?? by r mo ing the cattse. 

arcl1 (111d pri l I 3 3 

With great re. pect 
I a1n our 
J. Bri coe 

In re po11~ e to an cld in the arch 12th ational Intelligencer John 
B r i co c . Joh 11 Q LJ i g 1 )' . ,1 n d John T. o o k u. • re i \i d i n q u i r i e from 
,1ppli 'a11t in Dela\\ are~ Lo11g I land~ Baltimore and Ea ·ton, D a11d 

le ,1ndri 'l, l1arlott v 1 lie .. Romn )' .. and Wil lic.1n1 burg.. . 
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Index of Names Associated with the Academy 
Na111e 

Rev'd Benjamin Allen (Trustee) 
John Baker (Trustee) 
Daniel Bedinger (Trustee) 

(Died befo1·e April I 0, 1818) 
Capt. Thomas S. Bennett (Tn1stee) 
Van Bennett (Trustee) 
Doctor Henry Boteler· (Trustee) 
Doctor John Briscoe (Trustee) 
James Brown (Trustee) 
Daniel Buckles (Trustee) 
Jonathan B. Buckles (Assistant Instructor) 
William Butler 

Cookus (storekeeper) 
John T. Cookus 

Jacob Craft (Subscriber) 
Frederick Ellsworth (Principal) 
Samuel Fee (or Lee) (Assistant Teacher) 
Thomas James (Tavern owner) 
Aaron Jewitt (Trustee) 
John KeaI·sley (Trustee) 
James S. Lane (Trustee) 
Edward Lucas 

Robert Lucas 

Presley Marmaduke (Tru tee) 
Rev~ d John Mathews (Trustee) 
Rev'd Lewi Mayer (Trustee) 
(Resigned June 30, 1820) 

John McFarland (Teacher) 
James McMurran 

Joseph McMurran 
William McMurran 

Daniel Morgan (T1·ustee) 

First Date Mentioned 
April I 0, 1818 
November 11, 1812 
November 11, 1812 

June 20, 1820 
November 11, 1812 
April 16, I 819 
November 25, 1812 
November 11, 1812 
November 11, 1812 
December 15, 1815 
Undated document, 
probably June 1819 

July 22 1829 
Undated document, 

probably June 1819 
November 26 1812 
April 2, 1821 
July 9 1813 
November 11, 1813 
November 11, 1812 
Novembe1· II, 1812 
June 30, 1820 
Undated document, 

probably June 1819 
Undated document, 

probably June 1819 
November 11, 1812 
November 11, 1812 
November 11, 1812 

November I 9, 1812 
Undated document 

probably June 1819 
July 16 1821 
Undated document, 
probably June 1819 

November 11, 1812 
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Cl Ill e 

illiarn Morgan (TruL tee) 
John orro rust e) 
Joh11 QL1i gle 

atl1ar1 . Read (Principal) 
0 1·ge Reynold 

Robin~or1 (Tutor) 
harl \ . Rut~ ( ub criber) 

George . appington 
alt r B. elby (Tru~tee) 
braham h ph rd 
nrad hi11dl r 

G. . nider ( of~ harp bu1~g) 
(Principal. r ~igned March 24~ 1821 ) 

Da\ id ni v ly ( ~, i~tant In t1·uctor) 
Thon1a. Toole (Tru. tee) 

(Re .. igned pril 16, l 19) 
John n. cld ( Llb. crib r) 
Tho1na ,in w aring n (Tru tee) 
Ja ob L. eltzheimer 
Ri ha1·d illiam~· 

arrett i nekoop 
John in gard 
R b rt rthington (Tru. te ) 

y. t1n g 

Pet r . 

~·o R( .. j 

oun° 0 

( \\ \\' \~ . \\' \ 'Cll ltu re . rg/111 lC)f)'/ac,lder111e\. htm I) 
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First Delle M e11tio1iecl 
o mbe1· 11 , 1812 
ovember 1 1 1812 

March 1833 
eptember 19 181 8 

Undated document 
p1◄obably June I 8 l 9 
ovember 5 I 8 I 7 
ovember 11 1812 

January 28 1820 
November 26 1812 
June 16 1819 
April 16, 1819 
June 20 1820 

July 14 1819 
November 11 1812 

ovem ber 21 l 812 
ovember 11 181 2 

October 19. 1813 
ovember 6 1819 

April 15 1820 
o ember 11 1812 
o ember 11 1812 

January 28 1820 
January 28 1820 

1t1 '<1-i,1l' r, 1l1<' Jeff£ 1·\<111 01111t\1 /-li"ro1·icc1/ <Jc rel)' (JCH ). olun1e . Decen1ber 1939. 
hepl1e rd. to\ 11 L'hOt)I . 17 2- l 72. 

harlc 11. n1bl~r, 1\ Hi /(JI) ' <Jj~ ££it , (,tit>11 i11 \\ 'es t \111·~i11i(1. Huntington, . c 1951 . 

Da11 "-c Dar1dridee. Hi._,·toric Sl1epl1£' 1·<l'" 10,v11, harlotte\\ 1lle. . 1910. 

Ii fft)rd . t\ I u er~ Hi.\·101:, , <Jf /1e1Jl1erll.'ito,v1z. hep herd town. V\' . 19 3 1. 
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White House Farm 
By Carmen Creamer 

This year the annual Society picnic was superbly hosted on August 
3rd, 2005 by Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Ma on at their home, White House 
Farm, located immediately east of Summit Point on Summit Point Road. 
The event flourished in the good weather for while the sun was hot, the 
yard was well haded and members flocked under the food tent for all the 
wonderful pot luck dishes. The picnic took on a special flavor with music 
provided by the Martin Family Band, which was graciously arranged by 
our host. 

One of the oldest farms in Jefferson County, the 396 acres was 
purchased from Jost Hite by Dr. John McCormick, a Scots-Irish 
immigrant, in May 1740. A three-story stone farmhouse was erected by 
Dr. McCormick by 1742. The property was surveyed by George 
Washington for Lord Fairtax in 1752. The property also contains what is 
thought to be the oldest standing stone barn in West Virginia, an early 
springhouse, and a wooden curing shed. Dr. McCormick was a 
prosperous and prominent country doctor, as indicated by his 1768 estate 
inventory. He was also known for the horses bred at White House Farm. 
Dr. McCormick and his wife Ann had six sons and two daughter ; 
however, the fa1·1r1 was bequeathed to his youngest on, Andrew. During 
the Revolutionary War, Andrew McCor1nick and his wife Nancy housed 
Washington's troops, as well as providing them with horses. After the 
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ar n(ir w OJ)erated an inn on the property fo1- he 1·eceived an 
··ordinary~ licen in b1·uary l 8~ 1794. Andrew McCormick old the 
farn1 to Jol1n Locke in eptemb r of 1807· John '" brother Geo1·ge 
man'1g d tl1e rdinary, now called White Hou e Tavern. 

B I 45~ I ano1· Locke John ~ daughter and her hu\ band Jo\ eph 
arrow li,·ed in th hou e. In addition to farn1ing Jo eph Morrow 

op rat d a black~mith hop aero the road near the pringhou 'e. Major 
Harr Gilm r, C and hi men were attacked by a group of Union 
oldier ~ led b Captain George omer , in front of the hou e. Major 

Gilmor ~ hot and kill d aptain ome1· ~ the hou e, pringhou e and 
black~n1itl1 l1op and thee ent were portrayed by Jame Taylor in veral 
ir11age& found in hi i il War k tchbook. 

The Mo1·row fa111il reno ated the hot1 in the late 1800 a11d later 
own 1· add d e\' 1·al room, . Betw en 1929 and 1940 the fa1·m wa 
o ned b Lutl1er and Lelia aylo1·, who converted the tone ba1n into a 
111ilkir1g barn, adding a ilo. The dairy conti11ued t1ntil about 1950, when 

I. and r -- . Edward Blak purcha ed the property. It wa, pa ed on to 
Jol1n and lie Blake Van To] in 1974 who old the fa11n in 1984. 

Mr. and M1· . Cur·tis Ma\ on pu1·cha ed the property in I 998. Their 
r L t r,1 ti 11 and 1· no ation of the property ha e included a 2002 
rc\toration of th p1-inghou e, a 2004-05 re toration of the tone barn 
(tl1 roof c llap. daft 1· a hea\'Y 110w) and reno ation to the hou. e. One 
I \ el) new feature of th property i , a dining room mural on four wall 
that portray oth r local hi toric hon1e~ dating to the I 8th centur·y. Virginia 

cLaugl1li11 a11 arti\t f·rom Frederick~ Maryland created the mural and 
v.1 ,1 ,lt th J)icnic to di cu ~ her work. l11 addition to reno a ting ~everal 
roo111\ a11d chimne) ·~ tl1e Ma, on, al o ha e remodeled the kitchen and 
c t ,\bl 1 . l1 c d l <.) \ e I y gar d 11 ~ i n the rear a 11 d to the id e of the ho u e . 

11other gtie t, Roland (1dle of illage Re toration and Con~L1lting of 
la1 bt1rg, Pe1111"} l\1ar1ia ,1~ on hand to di . ct1 hi re. toration of the 

~tor1c bar11. 101·e on the hi , tor·) of White Hou~e Fan11. a \veil a pictt1re\ 
of' tl1e picr1ic ca11 b f ur1d on the Ma. on~ ~/onderful web ite~ 
, ]1itel1 u~ef'ar111\A/\1.org. 

Tl1e ociet ~ Boa1·d of Directo1· wottld like to thank Mr. and Mr· . . 
,l 11 r·or ope11i11g their hot1 e to ti . . agnol 1 a Tree for cate1·i ng the 

cl1icken. barbcquc and le111 nad , Bo cout TroopL 42 and 948 f'or 
l1elpi11g v.1 ith parki11g. ,ind Bet) ell , our Progra1n\ hair111an, for 
arr'111ging th \' 11t. Plea e cor1tact Bets11 ell\ it' 1 ou wot1ld like to of'fer 
' t11· h1\t ri t1 111c a \ the 1t fo1· 11e t )'ear~ pic11ic. 
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Editor's Notes 

As this issue of the Magazine comes to a close I wanted to first extend 
the Historical Society's thank to two past editors: fir t, Dr. John E. 
Stealey III, who erved as editor for many years and kept the Magazine 
going through some lean year and second, Marie Tyler-McGraw, who 
served as interim editor last year and got Volume LXX out. Much of what 
you ee in the current volume is the result of Marie Tyler-McGraw' work 
last year; it was her efforts that procured publication rights to Dan 
Everson' excellent history of the National Conservation Training Center 
property. I could not have put this volume together if it had not been for 
all her hard work on the Magazine last year. 

I am erving as this year s interim editor and hope to continue with the 
Magazine for at lea t a few years. We need article , photographs, 
memories and transcribed documents from you to continue the great 
tradition of the Jefferson County Historical Society's publication history, 
which began with the first Magazine in 1935. The Publication 
Committee of the Society has planned an ambitious publication chedule, 
beginning with the recent reprint of Between tlie Shenandoah and 
Poto,nac: Historic Homes of Jefferson County, West Virginia (Virginia). 
In the coming year, we hope to reprint the Charles Town Bicentennial 
booklet and Tombstone Inscriptions of Jefferson County, West Virginia, 
1687-1980, as well as produce Between the Shenandoah and the 
Potomac: A Visual History of Jefferson Cou,ity on DVD. Our quarterly 
newsletter, The Guardian, will keep you up-to-date on these effort . 

Send your articles, photograph , transcribed documents or other 
info1·1r1ation for the Magazine to: 

Car1nen Creamer 
1923 Shirley Rd. 
Summer Point, WV 25446 

or end an email to our website: www.jeffctywvhist oc.org. Soon you will 
be able to purcha e our publications on-line at our website. 

Thank you for your contribution . 
Carmen W. Creamer 

Interim Editor 


