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A History of the National Conservation 
'fraining Center Property 

and surrounding area 
Part One/The Colonial Era 

Revision April 2004 

by Dan Everson 

Preface 
My purpose for writing this history of the NCTC property and 

surrounding lands has been to describe the families that lived here, their 
strategies for making a living from the natural resources it had to offer, 
and their activities during the time they occupied the land. Most of my 
professional career has been spent as a field biologist, and I don't have a 
long list of credentials as either a writer or historian. I simply ran across 
a story that intrigued me more and more as the detail fell in place and 
felt compelled to share it with others who might be interested in local 
history. My curiosity was first piqued during everal afternoons I spent 
rambling over the property documenting the presence and distribution of 
plants. Old foundations and fe11ce lines, broken pottery, bits of brick and 

Dan Ever. on i a biologist with the US Fi h and Wildl ife Service currently in Daphne, 
Alabama. He spent te n years with the National Conservation Training Center near 
Shepherdstown, We ·t Virginia. 



Jcfferso11 ( tl t1nt)1 H1\lo ric,1l c)c1e l}' 2 ) 

gltt\~ ,lll \t1gge\ted a lo11g hi tory of u e. Who were the e people? What 
did the landscape look like bet'ore and after they arrived? Archaeological 
rcpclrt~ de~cribing thou. and of· years of ht11nan occupation the re ·ult of 
survey and re. earch conducted prior to the con truction of NCTC 
f',1cil i ties, al \O furthered an i ntere ·t in who had Ii ved here in the pa t. 
Local hi~tories 01neti1ne , mentioned the people who had lived in the 
TerTapin eek area, a11d I thought it might be intere ting and u eful to put 
th \C a11ecdote~ and hi torie~ in a more . y te1natic f'ramework that would 
draw ,1 rnor co111plete picture of tl1eir· live. here. To the extent po ible I 
ha, tried to make fle h and blood people- with 1notivation. and real 
f·a111il hi. torie - ot1t of name date~ and variou. ]egal document . For 
\ tirce 111aterial I wanted to t1tilize reliably documented account a11d 
public 1· cord which ha led to many hot1r in archives, librarie. and 
courthouse. in W · t Virgini~1 Virginia, Maryland Penn. ylvania and 
Kentucky re earching land grants deed , will letter and family 
genealogie, • n1uch time wa. al o .. pent double-checking other author 
cit~1tion.. . Publi , h d '~family lore, account tended to be riddled with 
unc 1~t,1inti . and outright impo~ ibilitie and were therefore avoided 
u11le~ the accounts were onfir1ned by other evidence. Even ·o, I expect 
that th re ar mi take and rni inte11Jretation. in thi , work and though the 
\\1riting tyl may seern confident of the fact I remain open to other lines 
of' \1id nee that ma pre. ent ,1lternative view . I , tarted thi project a 
tc1lJ11/t1 ,·c,.\~a "'itl1 no partict1lar hi "' torical axe to grind other than a de._ ire 
for a11 a curat portrayal ba~ed on objecti e data. 

ourt l1ou e. ~111d public reco1·ds a1·e e eel lent . ources for objective 
f'act~ _ but ha\1e a drawback in that they tend to nar~rowly f ocu\ on the 
acti\1itic of land \vner who, in thi~ ca e have been 1no tly relatively 
\\'ea I th)' ,l u ca, i an 111 ,1 le. ( it h o 111 e 11 o table except i o 11 ) ~ th i hi~ to ry 
\\10tild b 111ucl1 ricl1er and wot1ld be11ef'it gr atly f'rorn an equal amount of 
det '1il co11ce1·nir1g ative me1ica11 ~ f'e111ale family 111en1be1·\~ the la\'e~, 
tl1e ind ntured crvant a11d l1ir d help, the ,ub. i\tence farmer\, re11ters 
a11d otl1er ct1ltt1ral group~ ~ ho \pent a !)igni1.icant part ot' their li e\ in the 

rr,1pi11 eek ,1re 't. but \ ho\c thoLight, .. and activitie "' went unrecorded. I 
11 ·1\ c i11clt1ded their \torieL \ he11 the could be found. but unfortt1natel)' 
111 o l of t 11 c de ta i I o t~ l he i r I i v e L c ,111 on I}' b c i m cl g i n e d or e tr <1 po J ate d 
1·ro 111 otl1er . ources i11 the r gion. (I(' Ott ar a are of .. ot1rce I could tt\e. 

pl a: e let 111e knO\\' . The pub I ic record I u ed 1na1 al o leave tl1e 
i1npre '"' ion that f'a1111I lit· ce11tered around the '1cqu1~ition, di . pt1 al or 
deb,llt:d O\\1 r1cr "hip of' ,,ariot1 piece of propert11 , ~ 1 hich i -- of COLtrse 
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misleading. Again we are left with trying to imagine their daily activities, 
their hopes and dreams, and what brought joy, frustration and meaning to 
the families and individuals herein described. 

While reading the following Eurocentric version of events keep in 
mind that for a significant period of time after the arrival of Europeans, 
the most common faces on the property were not white. One of the nearly 
invi ible groups in the historical record from about 1750 through at least 
the 1850' s is also likely to have been the largest - the enslaved people of 
African descent. Almost 40 percent of the people living in Virginia at the 
time of the first censu in 1790 were held in slavery, while free blacks 
made up an additional 2 percent of the populace. Probate inventories and 
census records show that IO to 20 slaves were based at the Springwood 
property at various times, and an equal number were associated with the 
River View Farm portion of the property. This suggests that on the 
property that has become the National Conservation Training Center, for 
about one hundred years the number of people living in chattel slavery 
outnumbered those of European descent by a ratio sometimes larger than 
2: 1. We get an occasional glimpse of their existence from probate 
inventories or tax assessments that include such information as first 
names, ages, and changes of ownership, but details of their families and 
experiences are mostly missing. That's a lot of missing hi tory, and I 
have tried to honor their lives by including their names whenever I could 
find them. 

I wish to thank several people who encouraged me in this work, 
including Mark Madison, FWS historian at NCTC; Karel Whyte, 
Swearingen family genealogist; Don Wood and Galtjo Geertsema at the 
Berkeley County Historical Society who were generous in helping me 
locate maps and innumerable details; and Andre Darger forrner NCTC 
cot1rse leader who provided a forum for som-e of this inf orrnation in his 
Employee Foundations course: the course provided a strong incentive to 
try to get the details right. Jessie Hendrix and Elizabeth Hyman were 
among those who were gene14 ous in taking the time to check for accuracy, 
and were themselves significant sources of information. Any mistakes 
that remain are all mine. 

A note about the maps: survey and map obtained from Galtjo 
Geertsema, surveyor from Martinsbt1rg, WV, were very valuable. Further 
deed descriptions obtained in the Berkeley (WV) Jefferson (WV), 
Frederick (MD and VA), Washington (MD) County courthouses, also 
were used to help decipher what ometimes amounted to a quagmire of 
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d1~tt1r1ce\ a11d bearings u . ed to desc1·ibe new pro1Je1·ty boundarie • 
portion ~ ol' whicl1 were ju t copied ve1·batin1 from earlier urvey 
n1i~take~ and all. By u~ing both early and later Ltrvey ~ and , urvey~ from 
adjacent propertie. that de cribed the same line I ha e a rea, onable 
degree oJ' cont'ide11ce i11 the maps~ e pecially tho e near pre ent-day 

T . Tl1e proµerty boundarie, for Thoma Swea1·ingen heir we t of 
hepherd~town i11 the enclo. ed 1770 map are based on Fairfax grant in 

the l 750~ ,l11d 1760. and a -. time that parcel were not old or added to in 
th r11ea11ti111e. The arcl1ive in tl1e Kentucky Hi~to1·y Center in Frankfort, 
Kentticky \\ere invaluable in locating va1·iou land grant. and other 
det,1il~ related to the Revoltttionary War pe1·iod. 

I co11sider tl1i~ a work i11 progre . and welcome new ot11·ce of 
infonnatio11 ,tnd further detail , on any of the topic I have written about. 

Dan E er on 
CTC Cour e Leader 

April 2004 email: dan_ever, on@fw ·.gov 

Di claimer 
The opinio11~ ,\nd choice 

tho e ot' the autho1-. The U 
of material to include in thi manu~cript are 

Go,,ernment, the US Fi~h and Wildlife 
er\ ice, and the ational Conser ation Training Cente1· did 11ot initiate, 

de ig11 or di1·ect the \\11·iti11g of this mant1 cript and ai·e not re pon~ ible for 
the acct1r,1(· . opinion or choice of 1naterial, . The autho1· undertook thi ~ 
11roJ ct ~olely to . clti t~ hi curiosity 'I working 011 it i11tem1ittently dt11i11g 

tl1e occa i 011al f re 1110111en t of w 01·k ti 1ne a we 11 a -- e\'ening~ and 
\\1eeke11d. O\'er a e\ert1l-ye~1r ti111e pan. A5 ~1ith any written hi. tory the 
topi ~ that are featured and tl1e interpretation of e\ ent~ in this work are 
i 1111 t1c11ced b the bia~e a11d perception of· tl1e at1thor, 1w l1icl1 include 
l1,1,1 i11g gro,~ln ttp i11 a candi11a\ ian f a1·1ning com1nu11it)' i11 we\t-ce11tral 
Wit'co11 .. i11. I l1a,, t1·ied to be a 111clL1~i\'e a po . ible, o attentio11 to 
certai11 ct1ltural and ocio-econo111ic group\ i11 thi hi tory ~hould not be 
111i cor1 "t1·ued ,1 cultural n1 opia, but I\ in te,1d a11 ar1ifact of \Vhen, how" 
a11d r·or \Vho111 .. publ1c record · \\ ere archi\ ed a11d indexed a\ well a the 
te11<le11cj' ot' ot11· culture to f'ollo\ and record the ,1cti itie ot' limited 
111e111ber }t .. ,1 cor11111t111il)' or famil)1 • Tl1cre are n1an11 \ oice mi~\ing in 
rl1i ,~,ork .. 11ot hecat1 e tl1c \ oice ,t1·e uni1nport,111t or t111intere\ting, but 
beCUll nc ot· tl1e g1·eat diff'icu1l)' .. pcrhap i111po~ .. ibilit i11 rnan C~l\C , of' 
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locating their words or accounts of their activities in the Terrapin Neck 
area. As I continue to search for inf 01·1nation to fill some of these gaps, I 
make no claim to having written the history of the NCTC property, but 
merely a history that is at best incomplete, yet hopefully still interesting 
and useful. Tracking down and presenting the recorded history of the 
NCTC property has been a continual challenge, and has caused the 
author's wife to use the word ''obsessed'' on several occasions. Tracking 
down and presenting the un-1·ecorded history of the Terrapin Neck area, 
in order to capture those missing voices, is a challenge that may only be 
accomplished with your help. Copies of the manuscript have been made 
available by NCTC as a courtesy to guests and others who may be 
interested in local history. 

A note about names: 
Several of the family names prominent in this history have been 

standardized to a common spelling. John Van Meter's name in other 
publications and documents may be spelled in various ways including Jan 
Van Metre, Van Meteren, Vanmater and Vanmetre. Joist Hite usually 
spelled his name Jost Heydt, but records may how Joo t Heyd and other 
combinations. Swearingen may appear as Swaringen, Sweringen, 
VanSwearingen and other phonetic characterizations. 

For the sake of simplicity I have referred to the western portion of the 
NCTC property as RiverView Farm and the eastern portion as 
Springwood throughout the document. It should be understood that both 
these names are of relatively recent vintage: RiverView Fa,,.m first 
appears on a deed in 1896 and Sp1·i11gwood is probably mid 20th century. 
Springwood in the pa t has had other appellation including Mapleshade 
( I 9 2 0 s) and Shep he,. d' s Lowe,~ Fa,. m ( I 8 7 0 s - 1 8 9 0 s) . Nearby 
Shepherdstown has had other names such as Mecklenburg or Packhorse 
Ford which will occasionally appear in the text. Because property 
boundaries have changed over the years I also occasionally refer to now­
adjacent properties as being part of RiverView Farm; for example the 
property now known a the Lost Drake Farm southwest of the NCTC 
entrance was the former home of Hezekiah Swearingen who eventually 
inherited the adjacent tract to the north that became RiverView Farm, 
which was largely developed by his on Van. The property now known 
as the Wild Goose Farm was also Swearingen property from 1828 to 
1838. So to reduce confusion, in this document Ri1)e,,.View Fa,~n1 will be 
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u , d to d cribe tho e land that wer·e acquired by H zekiah wearingen 
f1· 111 l1i father (who once owned both pringwood and RiverView Farin) 
in th lat 1 th century and r mai11ed with hi heirs through the Civil 

ar, \.\hil p1·i,1&tt'oocl refer to the eastern portion of CTC held by the 
hepherds from about 1807 to 1907 that now include the campu and the 

H ndri lif .. ·tale. How - and perhap .. why - the hepherd family 
acquired the pringwood property in the 19th century i a major theme of 
the f llowing compilation. 

Tiine line of Events 
c,ti\ 'e n1e1·ic·a11s lii·ed i11te1·n1itte11tl)' along tlze edge of the 1·i\'e1· tl1ey 

c·c1/lecl t/1e CoJ1011go1·oota Jo,· tl10L1 .. c;a11d .. c; of· )'ea,·s. Ri1 1e1·botton1 /a11d 

JJ1·0\·iclecl .fe,·tile oil Joi· tl1ei1· .fields of sc1ua /1 a11cl co,·n, a,zcJ t/1e ,--oiling 
li111(>5tcJ11e tt/J/c111cls· ~·11JJJJ01-1ecl ple11t1ji1l 1·esou1·c·es i11c,fzidi11"ft lc11·ge J1e,·ds of 

/J1if.fc1/o c111cl elk (~1·c1:i11g i11 the n1eadov. 's an1idst s·c·atte,·ed /Jatches of oak­
/1 i ·kcJ,·) jo,·e t. \l i/lci/,:e loc·atio11s c·ha11ged f1·eqi,e,1tl}' /Jased on the 
a\'ailal>ilit_,· of ,·e 011,·c·e.~ a11d l'On1JJetitio11 111itl1 othe,· ... r;,·ouJJ .. s·. The latest 
e, ille11c·e Jo,· a sea .. ')0/1Cll enc·an1pn1e11t at the .. ~ite that bec·c1n1e ere i 
e,/c1tecl cit c1/Jo11t 400 )'ec11·.s befcJ1·e Eu1·01Jea11..s· fi,· .. c;t e~tJJlo,·ecl the lov1'e1· 

J1e11c.111cloc1J1 \1alle_~. An1cJ11g the end1,11·i11"~ le<.(?ac·ies of t/1e JJeople ¾'110 

0I1c·e li\ 'l'cl l1e1·e a,·e tJ1e beautif11I 11an1es gii'e11 to loc·al c.·,·eeks a11d 1·i\'e1·s: 

.. l1e11a11c/cJc1/1 11tieta111 Opeq1io,1, T11sc·a1·01·a, Co11oc'oc·hec1g1Je, Cac·a1Jon. 

Chapter 1 Early Colonial Period 

1649 - fort -two ear at~t r Briti h color1i t fir. t landed at the . ite they 
n a 111 d J ,11n e . to n .. th B r i t i h n1 on arc h -i n -e i I e C ha r l e I I f l t i t 
nccc ar to b g n rot1 . Hi father, King Charle I, had recently been 
beheaded for .. an1ong other complaint defying parliament .. and religiou. 
zealotry th'1t i11cluded ha ing the no e. and ear cut off . ubject ~ who 
ref.ti cd t Join th nglican ht1rch. ow oung Charle · h,1d been 
t'o1·ccd b th victori u Pu1·ita11 R undl1 ad '" to take anctuar in 

c t I ,111 d , n d t h n r a 11 , . H 'A o u I d a i t I I mo re ye a r f o r t h e 
Rt: toration of' the on,1r h} .. but i11 the meantin1e l1e promi~ed a large 
l'1nd grant in irgir1ia~ later k110'A' n a .. " the orthem eek Proprietar .. to 
i • noble 111 en f~r 1 end be .. au .. of. their support of th row n in tho L. e 

tr ubl d ti me . 11 hur1dred fift) )' ar later~ people Ii ing on Terrapin 
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Neck near Shepherds Town, Virginia, would have cause to regret thi 
• 

generosity. 
The new Proprietary was to include all the land between the 

Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers. Europeans didn't have a clue as to 
where these 1~ivers actually began, there being a vague notion at the time 
that the rivers had their headwaters in the Blue Ridge somewhere off to 
the west of the settlements on the coast. The exiled heir to the throne and 
his friends had no idea how much land had just been given away, 
provided of course that young Charles should ever re-establish the British 
monarchy. More than 80 years would pass before a commission in 
Virginia set out to find the head springs of the two rivers and thus 
deter1nine the boundaries, it having become apparent in the meantime that 
the Potomac actually pas ed through the Blue Ridge at present-day 
Harpers Ferry and had its headwaters well to the west in the Alleghenies. 

This type of land grant was not unprecedented - other colonial 
proprietors in the mid-Atlantic region included Lord Baltimore in 
Maryland and William Penn in Pennsylvania. In fact Lord Baltimore's 
new proprietorship had been carved out of land originally promised to the 
Virginia colony leading to frantic visits to the King and his cou1t, as well 
as naval attacks in the Che apeake Bay and several pitched battles 
between the competing British factions on several occasions through the 
1650s. The British lords with inte1·est in the New World competed for 
high stakes - proprietors were given full governing rights inside their 
granted lands, and could make large amounts of money selling tracts of 
land to settlers. A settler intere ted in a plantation lifestyle could receive 
land by grant from the proprietor, and could then keep, sell, bequeath, or 
entail that land so long as they paid an annual quit rent per acre to the 
proprietor during the duration of their ownership. The colony of 
Virginia, on the other hand, was a Crown Colony, ruled by the current 
monarch in power, and administered through a Governor and Council in 
Williamsburg, Virginia. (The King originally did not rule over Virginia 
a Sovereign of England, but instead the colony was con idered part of 
his feudal manor holdings, which meant he ruled over Virginia as a 
feudal lord, like the proprietors.) Lands granted by the colonial Council 
in Virginia, with the governor's stamp of approval, became known as 
King s Patents. Land speculators in Virginia who had been given Orders 
of Council for large tracts of land to sell and distribute also offered 
another avenue for a settler to acquire a King's Patent. The Virginia 
Council, as well as the Northern Neck Proprietai4 y, and a number of large 
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l'1nd ~rcculato1·s eve11tually ope1·ated la11d office~ in Virgi11ia from which 
\Cttler~ cot1ld acquire la11d. Tl1e Virgi11ia Cot111cil had a strong i11terest in 
lc)cati11g settle1·. 011 the margin of the colony both a~ a source of re enue 
tl11·0L1gh la11d <;,ales and rents'\ and cl~ a buft'e1· to the wilder11es and all it , 
l1a1,11·d l. .. l1icl1 e pl,1i11. their eage111e~ to give out large la11d gr·ant to 
"' IJCct1lato1·\ on t!1e pe1·i pl1ery who could d1·aw in tho. e \ettler . . 

lt i .. u11k11ow11 whe11 the Virgi11ia colo11i t , first heard of the new 
JJroprieta1·y'\ but 110 dot1bt the Vi1·ginian were disn1ayed at the pro pect of 
lo~i 11 g co11 trol of' )'et ar1other la1·ge tract of la11d'\ having ,llready been 
f'or·ced to gi \1e up tl1e 1101the111 portion of the Che apeake Bay country to 
tt1e al e1·t. a11d Lord B~1lti1nore. The new Northe1·11 Neck P1·op1·ieta1·y 
\ee111\ to l1a vc ge11erated fewer viole11t , park , perhap. bee au e tTIO._ t of 
tl1e Ja11d lay to the unknown we. t beyo11d the tidewater settlements and 
there ""as 11ot ,in i1111nediate intlux of' new go\'erning authoritie marking 
bot111dar1e\ ,ind cla111oring t'or re. ources. The relatively s1nall nt1mber of 
~ettler, i11 Virgi,1ia ger1erally stayed clo, e to their tidewater plantation~ 
f'c)r 111 ~111)' )'ea1· ~ becau\e <)f f'ear of Indians, and the threat wa~ real - . ome 
350 color1i ."' t \Vere killed by Indian in the Virginia colony in 1641 alone 
(Cottpcr~ 1952) 

1660 - Cl1,1rle II 1·eturned t1·iL1111phantly to E11gland a Ki11g after tl1e 
de,1tl1 of· ()li\er Crornw ll. Many of hi loyal f'ollower had lo t 1nuch of 
tl1ei1· p1·ope1·t while he wa in exile and re. po11ded by 111oving to one of 
tl1c t'Oll)Il ie aero~\ tl1e tlantic at ]ea t .. e\1eral were gratef"'ul f 01· ha ing 
b e e 11 g r a 11 t e d l a r g e t r a c t o f 1 a 11 d i n t h e e w W o r I d a s p art i a 1 

• co 111 p e 11 sat 1 o 11. 

1685 - Jo i \l Hite \Va .. born i11 Bonf eld, Ger111,111y. ~011 of"' a local bL1tcher 
a11d ~1 111er11bcr of' tl1e P1·ote~ta11t church (Jone et. al'\ 1979). 

1690 - 8)1 thi 1ear deatl1."' a11d 111,l1·1·iage had tran">f'e1Ted the bt1lk of the 
01·thern eek. Prop1·iet,1ry in irginia i11to one fa1111ly of the BritiL h 

peer(1ee .. Lord Fai1·t',1 • ( ho had acqttired it tl11Aough marriage to a 
t1lpepe1· . Lore} a11d Lad Fairfax Ii ed on large ca tied e~tate in 

.. 11 gl,1nd: tile)' \VOu ld ne,1er "ee tl1eir irgi11ia land~. e\1ertl1ele\\'\ Lord 
Fairt··1x did e111ploy agent~ in the irginia Colo11y to ad1ni11i ter the 
Pr (Jt·i eta1·)1 and tel ee th,1t tl1e loc(1l irginia ()unci I did 11ot int·ri11ge 011 

l1i la11d bet\vc n tl1e Rappah,1 n11ock and P oto111,1c Ri,1er\ a\ the Cc)uncil 
l1 ,1 r1decl out their 0\\111 graI1t in th region. Tl1e i1·gi11ia Cot111cil of"'ten 
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ignored the Fairfax claim to the land and gave out land grants within the 
disputed area anyway. At this time the Virginia Colony was selling 
frontier lands not only to individual settler families but also to land 
speculators, who provided a service by surveying the land and bringing in 
additional settler families. The land speculators, in tandem with their 
settlers, were required to survey parcels of land and have them recorded 
for the issuance of a patent by the Governor or Proprietor. There wasn't 
always a strong di tinction between the speculators and settlers because 
they often belonged to the same extended family. Once the governor 
issued a settler a patent, they then held a strong legal title to the land. In 
order to acquire a large land grant, land speculators were usually required 
to bring in a specified number of settlers to the colony by a specified 
deadline. The settlers then paid fees and rents to the large land 
speculators. The system necessarily meant that a lot of money traded 
hand ; it also provided the potential for some of the middlemen to get 
rich , and created a strong financial incentive to attract settler . Land 
patents from the Virginia Council and grants from the Fairfax Proprietary 
were mostly in the Coa tal Plain and Piedmont areas of Virginia through 
the 1720' s; the lower Shenandoah Valley on the western side of the Blue 
Ridge was largely unexplored before 1700, and will become the focus of 
the following narrative. Early Virginia history is replete with tales of 
European exploring parties setting out westward, walking up the 
moderate slopes of the Blue Ridge and gazing out over the Shenandoah 
Valley, supposedly uttering flowery phrases and waxing poetic over the 
lovely vision before them, followed by the congratulatory backslapping 
return with lu ty tales of adventur-e describing hardships and toil for the 
ears of the more timid soul who had remained safely at home. You 
have to wonder, since a traverse of the Blue Ridge is hardly a Himalayan 
odyssey, if there were a few trader , trappet*S or Native Americans nearby 
thinking to themselves ''big deal, my grandmother walk up there every 

k '' wee .... 
The rise of the tobacco plantation culture in the colonies, especially in 

Maryland and Virginia, required an ever-increasing pool of reliable labor. 
The European indenture system wherein a settler's pas age to the colony 
could be worked off over a period of years was not able to meet the 
demand for labor. Africans had first arrived in Virgi11ia in 1619, when a 
Dutch ship brought 20 - with families, property, history, culture, hope 
and dreams of their own - to Jamestown to be sold to the planter . A few 
Africans escaped slavery through the indenture system but, by the 1690 
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l,1rge nu111ber of en. la ed African began to be imported into the rniddle 
colonie~. The majority of landowner were not laveowner. , and tho e 
who w re generally could afford only one or two slave that worked 
along. ide white family member . Mo t of' the ~ lave in the colonie were 
co11centrated on a relati ely mall nt1mber of very large plantation , 
(Dufour 1994). 

1693 - In Britain, the Fairfax family who had acquired the right to the 
orthern eek Proprietary in Virginia~ a ked for and received 

confinn,1tion of their Proprietary from the King. They apparently hoped 
thi\ would re ol e once and for all who held title to the land between the 
Rappahan11ock and Potomac River in that wild tincivilized colony 
acros. the tlantic. It didn t 

1699 - new Y~ t m of land grant became available to immigrant 
coming into the Virgi11ia colony referred to a .. trea ury right . This 
allowed anyone to purcha e land 100 acre for 10 hilling . To retain 
ow11ership an annt1al quit rent and occt1pation of the p1·operty was 
nece, ar . 

Tl1i replaced the old ~y. tern of acquiring land by bringing in ettler, , 
1'11own a head right . . 

1702 - Rob rt Carter, in William" burg, Virgi11ia, beca1ne the agent of 
Lord Fairfa . Until hi. d ath in l 732~ he wa particularly effective at 
ontrolling or at ]ea t lodging legal complai11t (caveat ) again t 

int'1·ingement 011 Fairt·ax Proprietary lands. He e entually held all the 
importa11t po. ition on the gove111ing Council of the colony while at the 
sarne ti111e acting a~ Fairfa , ~ age11t. Hi tenacity may have tended to 
red uce ~ettle1nent in the lower henandoah Valley becau .. e ot· the 
di f'f'i c ti I ti ~ i n ,l c q u i ri n g a c le a 1· I e g ,1 l ti t I e to the l and. He and other 
F~1irl~,1 age 11tl rnanag d to ~teer man l,1nd g1·ant~ toward me111ber. of' 
t 11 e i r o 11 fa 111 i Ii e - thus adding ') i gr1 i fi cant 1 to the C ,1rte r ~ Fitzhugh, and 
lJee f'a111il)1 fortt1n in irgi11ia. 

1705 - Tl1e irgi11ia colon pa. ed a law 1'orbidding the granting of 
pate11t.:· i11 cxce of' 4000 acre • e ceptio11\ to thi '" policy were ~01neti1nc'-> 
g i ,, en to co n1 p tl n i e (1 n d i n d 1 \' id u a I s . To the north i n Pe 11 n 1 1 v an i a .. 
W i l l i a rn P ,1 11 • P r o p r i e ta r )' h ad 11 o Vl e x pa n de d to a 1 111 o \ t t h e 

ti q u hanna R i" er. ati \'e 1n rica11 group~ (at lea t tl1<) e that were 
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paid) tended to be more tolerant of the Pennsylvanian ettlers because of 
Penn's policy of purchasing land from the local tribes. The English 
settlers in Virginia and Maryland, on the other hand, were referred to by 
the natives a 'Long Knive '' because of their habit of acquiring land by 
force. At this time the French were exploring and settling the Ohio 
Valley, and the Spanish were increasing their settlements in Florida and 
along the lower Mississippi. 

1709 - Joi t Hite, born in Germany, crossed the Atlantic and settled in 
New York with a number of other Dutch and Ge1·1nan families, including 
his father and stepmother. He had married Anna Maria Mercklin 5 year 
before, and had wo1~ked as a linen weaver before setting sail from 
Rotterdam with everal other local familie ; Anna had given birth to two 
children but they hadn't survived. Many hi tory text describe him then 
a a wealthy, distinguished bu inessman with the financial wherewithal 
and influence to organize and finance the journey to the New World for 
many families, and wa supposedly even able to provide his own hips· 
the histories then go on to describe hi inevitable continued uccess and 
prominence as a real e tate entrepreneur in the New World. It would be 
interesting to see where this fable originated, a recent cholarship points 
to a more humble origin- he ha been documented as cros ing the 
Atlantic as one of a group of indentured servants who worked for a time 
at a failed busines venture in New York. By 1714 he was apparently a 
landowner with a growing family living north of Philadelphia, and about 
3 years later he owned a plantation and gristmill outside the present 
community of Schwenksville, Pennsylvania a few miles north of 
Philadelphia, and was doing some weaving on the side (Jone et al. 
1979). His later efforts at administering a large land grant in the lower 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia will prove to be a major chapter in the 
history of the land that has now become the National Con ervation 
Training Center. 

In Britain, the Fifth Lord Fairfax died, leaving title to the bulk of the 
Northern Neck Proprietary in Lady Fairfax's hand though her Culpeper 
family members retained a pe14 centage of ownership as well. 

1719 - Lady Fairfax died. Her 24-year old son Thomas, 6th Lord 
Fairfax, became the sole Proprietor of the Northern Neck in Virginia. He 
owned only a 1/6 intere t in the Virginia proprietary outright, the other 
5/6 he held only for his lifetime. He had rather reclusive, taciturn 
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b,1chclor tendcncie . .. and of'ten pref ei-red to spend hi~ time alone on hi~ 
Brit1 h estate~ rather thar1 engage in the typical ,tri tocratic function of a 
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ou11g Briti h peer. 
1720' - The d b,1t O\'er e actly \\hen a per111anent comn1unity in the 
\. ht=pl1 rd tO¥l11 area fir ' t de\1cloped ha\ 11ot bee11 re. ol\'ed - \Orne author~ 
pt1t the d'lte ,1 ~ e,11·Iy a\ 1706 .. other~ 1719 .. other~ till later i11 the 1720\. 
If in t'<1ct tirop an\ li\ed i11 the area be1'01·e 1720, they ~eem n10 t likely 
to h,l\'C be 11 iti11e1·ant grot1ps thclt stretch the d t~inition of ""co1111nt1nity .... 

i11 'C the)' see1n n<)t t) l1a\1C bt1ilt . t1b tantial cabin .. cht1rche~ .. 111ill ·, or 
cle<tr d extc11 i e field .. or laid cl,1i1n to 1nore than a 1.-- 1n,1ll ar11otII1t of 
la11d c.111d a \1ery 111ir1or portion ot· the pr1ng ,111d water re~ ot1rce\ of the 
·1r c.l: tl1cy 111a1, l1a\1e li,1ed 111ore i11 the Ina1111er of' the ati\ e 111 ricar1~ 
\\1l10 \till e L. tttbli ... hed 111a]l t rnporar caInps i11 the regio11 at the ti111e .. 
pcrh'lP trap1)ing, l1u11ti11g. trading c.tnd gardening to ur\1i e. 111 the ea1·Iy 
to 111id- l 7 _Q\ there see1n 11ot to ha\'e been an e tabli. hed gr<)t1p of peo1)lc 
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willing to defend their claims to any large land holdings near present-day 
Shepherdstown, the evidence being the number of springs, creeks and 
rich bottom lands -the most valuable real estate- that remained to be 
claimed in the late 1720s by families such as the Van Meters, Morgans, 
Shepherds and others (these families, of course, may have purchased or 
bartered the rights to the e water sources from earlier arrivals who didn't 
intend to stay). So with due caution, the second half of the 1720s 
probably marked the arrival of the first long-term ''settlers'' into what 
became the Shepherdstown area. At the regional level, many of the early 
settlers coming into northern Virginia and northern Maryland were 
Germans most recently from the Lancaster and York areas of 
Pennsylvania. William Penn's agents had been busy in the Rhine Valley 
of Germany attempting to lure settlers into Penn's proprietary. After 
arriving by the shipload in Philadelphia and other ports, many of the 
newly arrived settlers stopped in the mall established German 
communities in Pennsylvania such as York and Lancaster only long 
enough to ask for directions to the closest available land. Many of these 
settlers belonged to various sect of the Protestant faith seeking land and 
a place to practice free expressions of their faith, including Moravians, 
Quakers, and Dunkers. It is misleading in some respects to refer to them 
as ''Ge11nan'', since many of them had spent only a short time in what was 
referred to as the Palatine area of Ge1·many. Their Protestant faith had 
made them unwelcome in many parts of Europe, so they had ought 
refuge in the Palatinate and may have lived there less than a generation in 
many cases. William Penn's agents no doubt found them an attentive 
audience. After negotiating the wilderness paths south out of 
Pennsylvania (Mason and Dixon would not begin marking the legal 
border between Maryland and Pennsylvania until 1763 - many 
considered Lancaster to be in Maryland), and their arrival on the other 
side of the Cohongoroota River in Virginia near the river ford, a few 
groups may have set about building cabins and clearing a bit of land for 
pasture and crops. The first arrivals had no readily available system in 
place to acquire legal title to the land they occupied, and had to depend 
on other settlers' willingness to recognize their ''tomahawk rights'', which 
refers to their method of marking property claims by blazing marks on 
the trunks of trees. The new settlers would find it difficult to develop 
legal, cultural and social ties with William burg and the other European­
populated areas of Virginia because of the distance and lack of roads -
therefore they were rather tenuously ''Virginians'' only in a narrow 
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g graphical context, and e en that wa , debated for year. until the 
le,:tder " of the col nie ag1·e d on which tributa1·y con tituted the main 
"te1n of~ th Potom~1c Ri er. (Law uits debating the boundarie betwee11 

a1· la11d~ irgi11ia and Penn yl ania continued even up to the 20th 
centur ). 

In a 1721 1nap made for· Philom n Lloyd the Secretary of the 
ar land olon , th ar a up t1·eam of the mouth of the Monocacy River 

i .. d scribed a~ ''Poton1n1ec·k c1bo,'e Ye I 11/zabita11ts'' and shows the con·ect 
r lati,, po\itio11 ., (and the pre ent-day name ) of' the Conococheague, 
Opequon and ntietam creek . An intere ting notation for an area near 
Opequon reek about 8 mil .. we. t of CTC near the pre ent ~ ite of 
Bedi11gton, We ' t Virginia i ''01Jec~kho11 C,·eek: A Scilt So)/ c·c1llecl ye 
Elk' ._ Lil·ki,1ti? Plc1<·e. G,·eat D,·o, ,e.s of those C1·eatu1·es 1·eso1Ati11g tJ1e1·e to 
Ii c· k , • e E c,, • t /1 ' • . _, 

ettlen1e11t of the northern (Lower) portion of the Shenandoah Valley 
w,1 gi n in1pett1 in 1722 with the Treaty of Albany between Virgi11ia, 

ary lar1d Penn · I a11ia and the Five ation .. Indian (the Iroquoi 
on1~ed ra , which included .. uch groupl a the Mohawk , Seneca 
a uga On ida a11d Onandaga ). The northern Indian, agreed not to 

cro~. the ohongoro ta (Potomac) or the Blue Ridge, without a pa,~ 
(0111 10 pa~l e. to be i ... u d at a time), upon pain of death or la ery. 
Thi " treat clear] made piedn1ont Virginia and Maryland ju, t to the ea t 

f the Blue Ridge \ r de~irable for , ttlement by recently-arrived 
uropean, ~ allowing greater uropean familiarit with the Shenandoah 
alley on tl1e other ide of the long ridge. Indian were .. till allowed to 

tr,1,1 ) throt1gh a11d oth r'N i5e utilize th henandoah Valley along their 
,1rrior' .. Path, whicl1 xtended from ew York to the Carolina . The 

po~crf't1l I1-oquoi~, centered in ew York, had fought tenaciously for 
111an ar'- \ ith other tribe in ea. tern orth me14 ica for control over 

.,; 

tr'1d and oth 1- re. ot1rc s~ and .. eem to ha\'e benefited f1·om thi. treaty at 
the e pe11 of omc of' the other tribe. under their 'protection'' in the 
111id- tla11tic region~ a "trategy the pur~ued at variou. coL1ncil~ through 
th ,1rl)' 1750".). The north n1 Iroqt1oi negotiator~, Vv ho claimed to . peak 
i·or all the <lti,1e 111erican gr·oup\ in the area including the l1awnee and 
Del '1ware (Len11i-Len(.1pe ~•= ), appa1·ently \\'e1·e illing to ~acrif'ice (for a 
t· a l,1rg lar1d ar <l for l1i h th Ir qt1oi had a ver ten11ou. claim 

* l)e/,.1, ,1c1r 1 fro111 a Briti h fa111il)' nar11e (Lord De La Warr) £i,er1 to a ri\cr b)' tl1e 
c >lon1 l . ar1d tl1c11 to tl1e nati,1e people li\1 ing nearb)': /.J(~T111i-Lc~11c1JJC 1 .. \\1hat the tribe Ii, ing 
in tl1 Dl:la,,1r1re R1, cr allc)' called thc111 cl\e 
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even from the Native American perspective. The treaty still allowed the 
Iroquoi Confederacy to outfit and send warparties south through the 
Shenandoah Valley to continue their long-te1·1n conflict for control over 
several southern tribes including the Cherokee and Catawba. European 
travel in the region was not constrained by any language in the treaty. 

1725 - Charles Mounts Anderson, early explorer and operator of an 
Indian trading post on the Monocacy River near present-day Frederick, 
Maryland, wa asked by the Maryland Assembly to provide a meeting 
place at his home for a council with a local Indian tribe. A John Powell 
was charged with inviting the Indian , and was ''to go to Shuano town on 
Poton1ac'k, C'omn1only called Opessa' s Tow11''; he was provided calico 
shirts and scarlet worsted stocking to be used as gifts to help induce the 
Indians to attend. The purpo e of the proposed council was to negotiate 
with the Shawnee over returning slaves they had been harboring - but the 
Shuano (Shawnee) Indians chose not to show up on the appointed date, 
and Anderson s partner Israel Friend was sent back to invite them to visit 
Annapolis instead (Maryland A,--chives, vol. 25 p 443, 451). Opessa's 
Town is now called Oldtown, located on the Potomac River between 
Hancock and Cumberland, Maryland, about 50 miles west of 
Shepherdstown. Charles Anderson had been in the Indian trading 
business since at least 1712, when he was recorded as entering into a 
lawsuit in Cecil Co, Maryland, with the widow of Indian trader Jacque 
LeTort, who lived at the Indian town at Conestoga, Pennsylvania (see 
Diller n.d). Charles Anderson had been involved with negotiations over 
these same slaves since at lea t 1722 when the Maryland Council, hearing 
he was in Annapolis, had asked him to go to the Shuano town (Oldtown) 
with gifts of coats a11c/ soc·ks, a,id a p,,.omise of a ''chain of ft'"iendship'' 
Jo, .. ''so lo11g as tl1e si,n and n10011 shall endur·e'', especially if they would 
give the slaves back (Ma1·yla11d A1·chi1Jes, vol 25, p. 395). 

1726 - John Van Meter and his family purchased a 200 acre tract from 
Lord Baltimore near present-day Frederick, Maryland in the Monocacy 
River valley settlement known as Monocacy Hundred. The Van Meters 
were of Dutch origin, and had been in the Dutch colonies near New York 
and New Jersey for several generations; at least some of them were lave 
owners as John 's grandfather mentioned 6 slave in his will (K. B. 
Roger , n.d.). All of John's children were born on land the family owned 
in New Jersey but the family had moved west to Maryland by the eai~Jy 
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l 720s. John~ 43 a11d occa ionally hi yoL1nger br--other I aac were 
itine1·a11t trader\ in the Monocacy River alley~ a11d they no doubt had 
~01ne co11tact with Charle Ander on~ Indian trading po t there. Tl1eir 
f'ather. nicknan1ed \'the DL1tchman on the Ht1d on ~, l1ad al o been a 
\A:idel t1·a'v eled Indian trader and ~t1ppo edly had encou1·aged his on ~ to 
settle in the upper Poto1nac 1· gion he had once explo1·ed. The Yan Meter~ 
were likely well acquainted with a fellow Dutch Sweari11gen fa1nily 
li\1 i11g nearby at the time. The Van Meter certainly became acquainted 
witl1 a11other family living i11 the neighborhood - John daughte1· 

lizabetl1 would 1narry Thoma hepherd in a few year and the yot1ng 
cot1pl wot1ld with Elizabeth' parent · a11d eve1~a1 of their neighbo1~ and 
relati e~, ~ oon take up land on the other ide of the Cohongoroota River 
nea1· a ford alo11g the old wilderne trail, which the Shepherd wot1ld 

ear~ later d \1 lop a '' hep herd town'\,. 
ay 1 1726 marked tl1e death of Thoma wearingen, a lave-owning 

plantation owner Ii,1ing not far from the Potomac River near present-day 
h ha~e, Maryland (a northern L1burb of Wa hington DC). He Jeft 

behi11d dat1ghter~ - Margaret Luranna, and Mary - and two on 
i11clt1ding Thotna, who wa 18 and Van, who wa a yot1ng lad of 7. All 
the childr·en were bequeathed land in the will: Margaret and Luranna each 
1·ecei\ ed 40 ac1· of 'Hill Choy ' Mary recei ed 96 acre of 
"" \\eari11gen Pa ture', Thon1a, recei ed 70 ac1·e of '~Fore~ t'' and young 

a11 r c i\ed 70 acr • of "Fore ·t~ and 20 acre of ~Hill Choy ''. Van 
ari11g 11 will beco1ne a major focu of the re t of thi narrative. 

1727 - ometime tl1i . decade a inall number of Ge1·rna11 immigrants and 
others fro111 colonie~ in Maryland and ew Jer. ey 111ay ha e begun 
f~(.)1-111 i11g a con1111unit) near P,tck Hor ·e Ford 011 the Virginia . ide of the 

ohongoroota Ri\ er, ,1lo11g the old wilderne ~ trail that had been u. ed for 
thou\a11d of y ar b) th nati, e 1ne1·i an , located a 1nile or ~ o ~outh of 
tl1 la11d l,lt r de\1eloped b the hep herd ,. The e fir t EuropeanL lef't few 
trace~ of· 1hei1· ti111e pent h re" vague chtirch record~, explorer' account 
a11d uncert~1in gr,i,1e b ing the bulk o1' the evidence (.:ee Dandridge 1910 
Bti ~ ho11g 19.-t- 1 ). There are record of uropea11\ explorir1g this area 
bef·o,·e 1729, tl1ougl1 it 111,1 b tret hing it a bit to call the111 a co1111nunity 
bef'ore ,1boL1 t 1 7 3(). i tl1 in a 1·e\\ }' ar I and \ale\ clnd I egal action 
1·ecorded at irginia cou1·thou e would pro,1ide bette1· docu1nentation of 
th c a 11 d p e r 11 a p I at r arr i \' a I . " i 11 I Lt di n g the organ \ he p he rd , 

c1tc)11 and a11 Yleter\. Th ative rn rican~ had not be 11 f'orced to 
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give up their use of the Shenandoah Valley at this time, by either violence 
or treaty, but the Europeans apparently felt that the small numbers of 
Native who traveled through the area did not present enough of a 
menace to keep them from settling there. The Natives were getting 
anxious, though: in a letter to the authorities in Maryland complaining of 
white incursions near the Cohongoroota (Potomac) in 1731-32, several 
Indian representatives of the Five Nations, including one Capt. Civility, 
specifically mentioned that they had sold land only to Israel Friend, the 
trading partner of Charles Anderson, near Antietam Creek on the eastern 
(Maryland) side of the Cohongoroota near Pack Horse Ford (Md 
Archives vol. 28, p. l 0-11 ). They considered any other whites settling in 
the area to be trespassing and urged the Maryland authorities to stop the 
surveying of property. 

Among those possibly ''trespassing'' was 19-year-old Thomas 
Swearingen, who apparently made a claim for 115 acres of land on Little 
Antietam Creek, outh of pre ent-day Sharpsburg and Keedysville 
Maryland, dating from on or before Nov. 1727 in what is now 
Washington County Maryland. He patented this property on June 12, 
1734 * . The property, later known as part of a much larger tract called 
Fellfoot owned by Tobias Stansbury of Baltimore, was purchased by 
Stansbury f1~om Thomas Swearingen and his wife Sarah in the 1750s 
(Fred.Cty Md DB E, p433). This is the first record indicating that the 
Swearingen from near present-day Chevy Chase were interested in a 
new plantation further north in Maryland on the western side of the Blue 
Ridge, again located only a few miles from the Potomac (a few other 
families such a the Chaplines made the same journey from tidewater 
Mary land at the same time). 

1728 - Peter Beller and his wife, likely recent Ge1·1nan immigrants, were 
baptized in a Ger111an religious community near Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
after helplessly watching their young daughter die (Klein 1926). They , 
would soon be migrating further southwest to the colonial frontier beyond 
the Blue Ridge.** 

* website for a map of the location: midatlantic.rootsweb.com/MD/washington/plats/ 
platmap.htm 

** Thi - may be a different Peter Beller than the one who eventually owned NCTC property, 
but the timing and circumstance , seem right. There wa al o a Peter Bellar who had 
owned, prior to 1712, the ame piece of property north of Philadelphia later purchased by 
Joi t Hite [ Phil Deed Book F, Vol 2, p. 48]. 
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1729 - Brother. John a11d I, aac Van Meter, explo1·e1·. and trader. frorn 
tl1e onocac Ri\'er alley in Ma1·yland (l~aac and hi~ family 1no~tly 
re1n,ti11ed in e~, Jer\ey at thi , time) built a cabin about 2 mile. we t of 
prese11t-da hepherd~towr1 We t Virginia near where Route 45 cro~~e~ 
Rocky Marsh Rt1n. They had pent ~ome ti1ne in the last , eve1·al yea1·~ 
111aking contact~ with autho1itie. in Vir·ginia about acquiring a large land 
g1·ant~ which inclt1ded talk. with Robert ~~King'' Carter repre enti11g Lord 
Fair1'a and the orthe1·n eek Proprietary. They no doubt agonized over· 
wl10 held the rightful clai1n, the Virginia Colony~ or Lord Fairfax in Great 
Brit,1in. John Yan Meter became the Con table of' Monoco~ie Hundred 
i11 Ma1·yland in 1729 a po ition he would hold intermittently throt1gh 
17 4 st1gge~ting that his Virgi11ia cabin wa at 1npora1~ dwelling at fir~t. 
The irgi11i,1 cabin \it e e11tually beca111e hi .. ho1ne in the mid-1730~ and 
b ca1ne part of· a pate11ted property of over 1700 ac1·e that inclt1ded n10 t 

of the water, hed of· the . pring-fed creek now known a Rocky Mar h 
Rt1n. It'~ inter ~ting to note that John, who could presumably pick out 
tl1e n10\t de .. i1·able property i11 the entire area delibe1·ately picked out the 
\A/Ctte\t .. 111ar\hie~t site around and for years hi , tract wa. referred to as 

the an Meter Mar h patent. (Homeowner. now living ir1 this area are 
occa~ io11al1) the ' t1bject of local 11ew~pape1,. articles during wet year - the 
inte1·111itte11tly 111ar. ll)' a .. pect of the land cape has apparently become le. s 
de irable i11 recent year\ .. and some would prefer that the perennial 
.. t1rf·,1cc \.\1ate1· .. --o attracti \ c to the Van Mete1·s .. drained a Ii ttle fa ·te1· to the 
Poton1ac tl11·ot1gl1 the 110\\ -channelized ectio11 of creek.) Before rnoving 
f' u l l ti 111 e to i 1· g i n i cl Van Meter lived i n what w a k 11 own a the 

c)nocosie Huc1dred which encon1pa . ed an area e tending f1·on1 the 
111ot1tl1 of· the (111ocac)' Ri\1er 'A1here it joined with the Poton1ac up into 
Pe11n "' )' I \1a11i,1, 1ncluding the area now known a~ Frederick, Ma1·yland. 

t' t 1· " ' r i t i n g ~1 I et t er to ~1 LI tho r i ti e ~ corn p 1 a i n i n g of .... ab u s e ~ ·' by the 
s ttle1·L in 011oco. ie Hu11dred, on table an Meter \\ta\ given a couple 
<)f' deputic , i11clt1din2 t)ne Jo\eph Mot1nt (T1·acy and Dem 1987). 

B,1ck i11 ii l ian1~bt1rg, the colo11ial capital of Virgir1ia. Robert Carter 
Ll n tt cc ~ f .. ti 11 )' pet i ti one d the Ki n g v i a the V i r gin i c:l Co u n c i I to \top 
isl· t1i11g pr1Ler1t~ \~lithir1 C)r 11ea1· tl1e Fairfax Prc)prietary u11til the bour1da1ic 
\\1ere dcter111ir1ed. Tl1e colon1\t~ till didn t kno,}l \\1here the headwater,' 
of the Poto111ac 01· Rappaha1111ock R1 \ 1ers \\ ere .. a11d so couldn t dete1·1n1r1e 

\\1h,1t la11d "" \\1ere \\1ithi11 tl1e Prop1-ictar : tl1e irginia ot1ncil perhap ~aw 
<l be11ef'it in re111·1i11i11Q: obtu\e about the bot1ndary locatio11 for the t11ne 
bci11g. 1aI1)' i11 irginia pr .. f erred to i11terpret ~~11e,1d'· of· the Poto111c:1c a~ 
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describing the head of navigation, which would make the Proprietary 
much smaller by including land only in the coastal plain. Fairfax, of 
course, preferred the ''first fountain'' definition. 

Chapter 2 European Settlement of Terrapin Neck 

1730 - On June 17, the Van Meter brothers, after petitioning the Virginia 
Council for land grants for them elves, their many children and diverse 
relatives were successful in acquiring a combined 40,000 acre grant from 
the colonial government of Virginia in the lower Shenandoah Valley. 
Thirty thousand acres, or 3/4 of the total, were to be located between the 
''Sherando'' and ''Operkin'' (Shenandoah and Opequon) rivers - clearly 
well within the Northern Neck Proprietary also claimed by Lord Fairfax. 
The brothers together were required by the Council to settle themselves 
and 30 other families within two years to retain title to the acreage. Note 
that they were not given all the land between the Shenandoah and the 
Opequon, nor were they required to mark out a single large block of land. 
On the contrary, they were allowed to mark, survey and sell the best 
portions to themselve , their friends, and their new settler families, 
usually in parcels amounting to several hundred acres, until they 
eventually accumulated 40,000 acres. In short they were given the sole 
rights to a two-year hunting license for 10,000 acres within the forks of 
the Shenandoah River (an area including the heavily wooded upland 
called Massanutten Mountain, part of the George Washington National 
Fore t, and the flatter land near Front Royal), as well a 30,000 acres 
bounded by the Shenandoah, Potomac and Opequon rivers. This also 
meant, of course, that the Van Meters had to be nervous about claiming 
ownership to land that someone may have already been living on and was 
willing to defend - other occt1pants, if any, could decide for themselves 
whether to purchase a legal title for their claim from the Van Meters 
during this two-year period. Other potential settlers could al o approach 
the Vi1·ginia Council to gain title after the two years were up, and they 
p1·obably also had to consider dealing with Lord Fairfax's agents. John 
Van Meter, in his rounds as Constable of the Monocosie Hundred in 
Maryland, no doubt info1·1ned all hi friends and neighbors of hi new 
land grant, and the wonderful land they could acquire from him across the 
river in Virginia. The Van Meters and the Virginia Council were fully 
aware that Fairfax held a claim to the land, well before the petition was 
heard; in fact, in later legal proceedings, Fairfax pointed ot1t that the Van 
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ter\ had approached hi1n fir t for a grant (Cot1per 1952). In ignori11g 
the Fairt'a clai1n the Virginia Council and Gove1·nor Gooch probably 
co 11 . i de red i t a 11 opportune ti me to try to ~ o I i di f y the i r own c I a i n1 , 

pa11icular·ly ince the neighboring colonie of Maryland and Penn yl ania 
v.1 re 'panding rapidly. As ettler pu ·hed wel tward in a ~ earch for 
land" I gal boundarie in the colonie at thi ~ time were routinely red1·awn" 
ignored or became ob olete. In the 40 year that the Proprietary had been 
i11 airi"a hands, the Fairfax family had nev r hown any inclination to 
trav el to the 'Olon to per anally admini ter their claim, and it wa , 
probabl fairly ea y to ignore the Fairfax agent when they tarted to 
co1npl~1i11. True to f onn Robert Cart r i l tied a caveat for Fairfax at the 
ti111e th,1t the Va11 M ter petition wa being con idered. (To keep the 
Fairfa clai111 ali e Fairfax ~ agent Robert Carter is~ ued the fir ._ t Faitfax 
grant in the henandoah Valley to a member of the Carter family 3 
1n r1th~ later 011 eptember 22.) 

Th an et r brother weren t alone in their petition for land in the 
I '"' r henandoah Valley , as other land p culator acquired grant~ 
'A'ithin tl1e Fairfax Proprietary thi yea1· as well. The Virginia Council 
gr,1nted ]~ind on the we5t 5ide of the Opequon River in Virginia to Quaker 
leader~ le ander Ro ~ and Morgan B1·yan with ,imilar requirement~ fo1· 
bringing in new ettler . Quaker. f'rom Penn~ylvania and Maryland oon 
bega11 packing Llp and n10 ing to Virginia. The Quaker leader hip in 
17 3 adr11011 ish d the1n •• f(J kee/J a f1·ie 11cll.v c·o1·1·e JJ01zcle11c·e Y1 'itl1 tl1e 

11t1ti,·c1 /11clic111 .. \· . ~i, i1ll{ 11cJ oc·cc1s·io11 Jo,· offe11c·e'' and to emulate William 
Penn' e~ a111ple b alwa L purcha ing new . ettlement from the native . 
Tile)' were fu1-tl1er r minded that the pro ince of Virginia had ··n1ade c111 

llt:J·ee111e11r \1 it/1 tile 11ati\·e.\' lo go ( / ,~ jc1,~ C/51 tlze l110l ll1tai11s a11cl 110 .fa1·t/1e1·. 
(Ill{/ .) "() [{ (tl·e () )'e1· (Ill{/ /Je_\"()ll(I t/1e }1101(/lf(lillJ, tl1e1·ejo1·e Olli of' tl1at 

c, 11·e(1111e11t: IJ_\ i1 l1ic· l1 .)'(Jtl lie 0JJe11 to tlze i,1 .~11/t,r.; c111cl i11c·tl1· .. \1011,~ (~t· tl1e 
.. tJ1ttl1e1·11 /11clic111.\· ... ( Kerchc\ al I 

J ere111iah York was pcrhap the fi1· t known per1n,1nent ettler in the 
\ 1icinity l f~ pre~e11t-day T . T~1 record ~how he had been living in 

he,ter ot111l)' , Pe11n 11 ani (.1 si11ce about 171 (O'Dell" 1995) but about 
17 0 h d1"app ctr fro1n the ta roll ~ tl1 1·e. Records indicate a Jer miah 

ork li\1 i11g i11 th 0 11oco 1c Hu11dred near Pipe Creek no1·th ot· pre~e11t-
d,l)' r de1·1ck ar 1t111d in the earl I 7 _ 0 (an old bible record indicate .. a 
t)n b m tl1er i11 1732) but if. thi~ i. the :a111e York. he i not Ii ted i11 the 

tax I i t () f~ 1 7 3 3 . u g g e ~~ ti 11 g a po i b I e d ,1 t e for hi 1n o e we~ t into 
irgi11ia~ abot1t tt1e a111 tirne cl the an eter ' and ther"> t'ron1 tl1e 
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Monocosie Hundred. He claimed the land within a tight meander of the 
Cohongoroota several miles north of Packhorse Ford that would soon be 
called Terrapin Neck. Old friends and neighbors of York from 
Pennsylvania settled nearby on the Maryland side of the river, including 
Samuel Finley and the Alred family· the Yorks and Alreds would later 
settle in North Carolina together as well. 

1731 - Joist Hite 45 years old, having listened to the tales of the open 
lands in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, decided to sell his p1~operty 
near Philadelphia to a John Pawling for £540 pounds. The Van Meter' 
large land grant in Virginia greatly interested him, so Hite and about 16 
other families packed up and headed south through the wilderness, 
widening the old Indian trails where necessary to make room for their 
heavily laden wagons. He and the Van Meters soon struck a deal (some 
genealogical sources have described Joist as either John Van Meter's 
cou in or nephew; other document suggest they were just well 
acquainted), and the Van Meter brothers sold him their claim to the 
40 ,000 acres granted them the previous year possibly because of 
nervousness over the existing dispute over title, 01◄ maybe it had been 
their plan to sell out all along. John Van Meter was perhap tired of the 
added ''abuses'' that inevitably came along with the administration of land 
grants and settlers, and was happy to be relieved of the burden, especially 
when it put money in his pocket. He was nearly 50 years old and had 
been moving west to the frontier his entire adult life. His younger brother 
and partner Isaac had decided to stay in New Jersey rather than settle on 
his grant in Virginia, o Isaac wasn't going to be much help. (According 
to fairly well documented family lore, Isaac later returned to Virginia and 
was killed by Indians during the French and Indian War in 17 57.) The 
land the Van Meters had already patented was also old to Hite 3 years 
later in 1734, though they retained and lived on several large parcels in 
the Shepherdstown area. Hite al o had an additional I 00,000 acre g1·ant 
in the Shenandoah Valley issued to him by the Virginia authorities that he 
shared with a group of partners. Hite already had a head start in 
attracting the required number of ettlers to his land grants with the 16 
families who had traveled with him from Philadelphia; they all had lived 
out of their wagons near the Van Meter cabin and Pack Horse Ford for a 
yea14 while homes were built about 5 miles south of present-day 
Winchester on the upper Opequon. Joist and Anna Maria's children were 
still fairly young at the time: John was 17, Jacob was 12, Isaac was 10, 
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bral1am wa~ 2 and Jo~eph wal a newborn (Jo11e et. al 1979). Over the 
e,1r the Hite and Va11 Meter familie would de elop clo e tie , from 

• 
Ill1D1 fOllS man~1age . 

In addition to ~ettling a pecified number of familie , Hite and hi 
pa1·tn r. were required to have the 140~000 ac1Ael urveyed by December 
25 1735 to retain control of' the grant the Virginia Cou11cil having 
granted a two-year exten ion to the original Van Meter O1·der of 

ounci I. Thu. began th anxiou p1·oce of locating and urveying land 
a11d finding \ettler~ to 1·each their quota. After· setting up a land office 
(and operating an inn) outh of pre ent-day Winche ter, Vi1·ginia in 
addition to trying to att1·act new ettler and buyer into thei1- area, the 
Hite~ began ~ ur eying and L elling property to people in the Valley who 
\ ere alre,1dy Ii ing there~ offering a title and a bond on a c1·ap of paper 
,hoL1ld the title e er pro ed defective. In return the ettler had to pay a 
base fee, u uall £3 per hundred acre (which wa ix time the price 
charged by the orthem eek Pr·oprietary or the Virginia Council). and 
an ,1nnual ·'qt1it rent~ . Thi~ may ha e been unpopular with ome ettler ~ 

\\ho probably wer familiar with the Fairfax claim and were waiting to 
\\ ork with Fc:1i1·fa for title. It mu t have been a bit of a hock to tho e 
,1lready li\1 ing in the area for a newco1ner like Hite to appear in their 
rnid t holding an e clu. i e claim to 140 000 acre granted by the Virginia 

ot111cil. a11d a\king them to purcha e the property they lived on from 
hi111. The Hites appar ntl were not particularly well organized and acted 
mo1·e i11 the manner of tra eling land '·peddler. . Lord Baltimore i11 

ar land and William Penn in Penn ·ylvania al o con~ idered this area a~ 
a po\. ible e pa11 ·io11 of their grants~ and mo ·t of the settle1· had actually 
co111e fro111 tho~ e colonies. It \.\rould take a great leap of faith to buy land 
1'1-()n1 the Hite . 011 the otl1er hand the Hite~ were in the neighbo1·hood, 
the . ettle1·. could recei, e hat look d like a bor1a fide title to the la11d 
with ut tra\1 ling to Willian1 burg, they could pick and choo e from 

a111ong tt1 hoi t propertie~ \Vithout regard to ize 01· hape~ and they 
\\1ere ofi 1· d a for111 of title in .. urance. If a ~ ettler al o happened to di ~Jike 
the f~et1dal L rd " of Great Britain and their propen it} to hand otit 
propert)' to 1· lati\ e. and pri ileged f~a\1oriteL ~ a fellow immigrant "ettler 
like tl1e1n elve. n1ay have been ee11 a~ ,1 1nore \\Orthy per~on to conduct 
bu i 11e \\1i th. nf'ortt1n,1tcl it \\ a later fot1nd that the Hite. a11d their 
part11er kept poor re 'Ord ,1nd c 011dL1cted n1a11 t1ad )' tra11 \,lction \ ~ 
i11cludi11g the r corciing f poor or fictitiou L1r,1e} \, the era 1ng of narne\ 
011 doct1111e11t .. ~ a11d tl1e lik . ·tny' of their la11d tra11"1action \\ere little 



42 The Magazine of the 

more than a verbal barter of various goods. It was found later that fewer 
than a third of their supposed buyers actually lived on one large grant. It 
should be noted that the Hites were not particularly unusual in this regard, 
many other colonial land peculators had similar problems and solutions 
to them (Couper, 1952). 

1732 - Robert Carter, Fairfax's agent in Virginia, died. Fairfax lost an 
influential and powerful ally within Virginia's governing Council, though 
in fact Carter was a mixed blessing, having enriched himself and his heirs 
with land in the Northern Neck, and leaving administration of the 
Proprietary in some disarray with his passing (see Brown 1965). At one 
point, Robert Carter had amassed over 330,000 acres and owned about 
1000 slaves (Wiencik, 1988, p.13). 

Nearer the head of Chesapeake Bay, Lord Baltimore and the Calverts 
took note of the tide of immigrants coming out of Penn ylvania looking 
for land. The Treaty of Albany with the natives notwithstanding, the 
leaders of the Maryland colony, ''being desi,-ous to i,~crease the numbe,­
of honest people within ou,-- p,--ovince'', offered land on very good ter1n 
between the Potomac and Susquehanna Rivers in order to capture some 
of the immigrants heading south into Virginia. A family could get 200 
acres for free, with quit rent waived for three years, while single men or 
women could get 100 acres under the same te1·111s (Md Archives vol. 28, 
p25-26). The measurement standard for hone ty wasn't mentioned, but 
probably had something to do with not being an Indian. 

1733 - Lord Fairfax, still in Great Britain, petitioned the King to stop the 
colony from issuing grants within his proprietary, and to finally! conduct 
a survey for a legal description. This was granted. To ensure that this 
ruling would not be ignored, Lord Fairfax decided to deliver the text of 
the decree himself by visiting Virginia - that wild backwater colony 
across the Atlantic - for the first time. Unfortunately for the later settler 
on Terrapin Neck, he didn't arrive in Virginia until two years later. 

1734 - A young Thomas Swearingen and hi wife Sarah sold 68 acres 
''pa,·t of a t,--act of land called Fo,--, .. est lying in P1·ince Geo,,.ge County'' he 
had inherited from his father several years before (O'Dell 1995). It's 
unknown if he was thinking about life in Virginia at this time, or whether 
he was living on his now-patented Fellfoot property south of present-day 
Keedysville on the Little Antietam but tho e new grants available aero s 
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the ri \1er in the henandoah Valley of Yir·ginia were u11doubtedly being 
di l ct1~~ed b)' 111a11 young m 11 in Maryland. 

Tl1i ,~ year tl1 fi1·~t Hite t1r e near· Terrapin eek wa conducted. 011 
,l)' 30, "t11·\1e or Robert Brooke urveyed an 834 acre tract on the 
oho11goroota (Potomac) Ri er adjacent to Terrapi11 eek between 

" l1cpherd Isla11d and the 111outh of· Rocky Mar h Run (then known as 
Jo11e\ Mill Run). Thi , wa • surveyed for three partners-Charles 

oder on, I11dian trader a11d negotiator fro1n the Monocacy settlement, 
in ar1 land, Jo eph Mount , deputy of Constable Van Meter in 

ar)1land a11d Jo iah Jone , who al o had another 164-acre urvey i11 his 
r1,t111e alone a few mile up tr·eam '' hei11g i11 the ,fi,· t !a,·ge IJotto111 !Je/(Jvt 
1/1(' 1110111/1 o.f 0JJc' c·1'.011 ,·eek.'' * Jo11e, had lived the1-e long enough to 
hav already built a 1·oad and at lea t tarted con truction on a 111ill nea14 

JJrese11t-day crabble ju ·t we t of CTC but the partner .. didn't yet hold 
I g,11 ti ti to th land. The p1·e. ence of thiL mill and everal other. soon 
u11de1·~1a i11 the area abot1t the ame time ugge. t, tl1at L ettle1·. and grai11 
t·ic]dL 1were already beco111ing common. Ander on Mount and JoneL 
p1·obabl)1 had claimed thi ~ parcel . e eral yea1~ before expecting to buy it 
1,.ron1 their old friend. the Van M t 1·L , who were etting up operation on 
a 1,786-acre parcel ~e eral 1nile to the outh alor1g the mar hy upper 
re,1cl1e\ C)f~ wh,1t Via then called Jone. Mill Run, but the Van Meter had 
in. te,1d \old out to Joi~t Hit 3 year, before. Thi wa a ca e where the 
Hite " ~urv'C) ed 34 acre that w re alread claimed and occupied, and 
tl1 n ~old tht; occt1pa11t~ the land ar1d pro ided a title bond in ca e the title 
, hot1ld e\1e1· fJfO\ e defective (H man, J 996). 

11dc1· on, Mount. and Jone~ had moved into a wild country that till 
included igni ficL111t nur11ber. of bi 011 lk'I b ar~ beaver, wol ve cougars 
- a11d 11ative 111crica11 who t1·a eled freque11tly through the area along 
tl1eir ancient trail\. uch of· the lo er henandoah Valley to the we~ t of 
Terrap111 eek w,15 a prairie \\1ith cattered \\oodlot : la1·ger woodlands 
t ndt,;d to be i11 the vici11it of ri\1erL and ~~ trearn, and along the ridge · 
borde1·ing tl1c ,11le). The rich li1ne tone oil of' Terrapin eek would 
t1a\1e tend d to grov.1 a 111ixcd oak-hickory fore')t cov'er ve1·y quickl11 

b[1rri11g a11y sig111t'ica11t di~ turba11ce, jt1 t a it doc~ today (tl1e woodland 
,11·ou11d th T atnJJlI \\1a a11 open pa~ ture i11 the 1940 .. !) What did 

nder, on. ou11t and Jone find \O attracti e when the claimed th1<, 

• ~o pie. <Jt tir,, } , Jrc ~tt B rk.clc} ("o lJ11l)f Ht tori cal o i~t) • Belle Bo}d flot1 e in 
11,1rtin,ht1rg, \\' . 
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property? You can get some idea of what the Terrapin Neck area looked 
like by examining the text of their 1734 survey: 

1734 Survey near Terrapin Neck 

Surveyed for Charles Anderson, Josiah Jones, and Joseph Mounts 
834 Acres of Land Beginning at a Walnut Tree Standing at the Mouth 
of the Said Jones Mill Creek and on the West Side Cohongolooto Riv. 
And Thence down the Meanders Thereof 413 Pole to a wt. Oak 
opposite to an Island. Thence on the high land round the Several 
courses following Viz. So 40 po: to a Hicory. S 38 E 80 po: to a 
forked wt. Oak. So 26 po: to a large Hicory. S 40 W 183 po: to a bla. 
oak. N 60 W 46 to a bla. Oak. N 72 po. to a wt. oak on a knowl. N 
70W 72 to a bla. Oak. S 50 W 88 to a bla. oak. S 70 W 74 to a large 
w. Oak. N 75 W 62 po. to a bla: Oak. S 62 W 80 po: to a wt. Oak. S 
25 W 80 to a Locust Tree. N 70 W 19 po: to a Hicory. West 66 po: to 
a wt. Oak by a Spring. S E 80 po: to a wt. oak. NW 26 pole over the 
Mill Branch to a Walnut Tree beyond a Meadow. N35 E 40 po: to a 
Hicory. N 20 E 240 to a wt. Oak. And Thence N 40 W 230 pole to 
the Beginning This 30th day of May 1734. 

The island ,~efer,·ed to 
above is nott' k11ovt'n as 
Sh e p h e , .. d Is I and, t 11 e 
Coho11golooto (va,Aious 
s JJ e l l in Rs) ,. e f e 14 s to th e 
01·iginal nanze of the 
Potonzac Rii'e1·, a11d Jones 
Mill C,·eek is now knott111 
as Rock)' Ma,·s/1 Ritn. A 
pole is 16.5 feet. Note that 
th es e s a n1 e t ,. e e s p e c i es 
a,·e sti II l'On1n1only f oi,11d 
on NCTC p1,.ope1·t_y. The 
Be,. k e le y Co u 11 t y His -
to ,. i ca I So C' i e t y ,. el, en t l y 
placed the ''Jones Mill'' 
site on the Natio11al 
Regis t e ,. o 1· Hist o ,. i c 
P I a l ' e s - to d a)' a s i g 11 

Rob't Brooke 

17 34 Hite Survey 

D 1734 Poulwr\ Mou-in and Jones Plltnf 
. ,., • ,,,: • Prffl.nl OCTC BO&IOdwy 

• 

n1a1·ks the site 11ea,· p1·esent da}' Sc·,·abble. The easte1·n po1Atio11 of this 1734 
pate11t is 11ovi' oc·cupied by NCTC. 
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Other 1734 Patents 

Ca] Thomas Shepherd 
[[J John Welton 
[[] Richard Morgan 
OD John Van Meter "Marsh" Patent 
[D Poulson Mounts and Jones 
,,... ,·Present NCTC Boundary 

• ~r 

45 

The pattern ~een in the. e early . ur eys show. that the new ettlers, 
\.\'ho could till pick f'ro1n an1ong the choice. t propertie .. cho e sites that 
contai11ed a . pri11g 01· . trean1 .. had acce ~ to n\'er tran portatio11 route , 
a11d \\1ere probabl ope11 enough to allow quick e tabli hment of c1·op. 
,111d graLing r·c)r their Ii\ e~tock: \\ l1y spend month or year~ ct1tting down 
tree" r bur11 ir1g c tit tt11np\ if' ou don 'It ha\ e to? They would have 
\\'clnted plent) of trees 11earby .. though .. f'or buildi11g cabin , barn\ and 
other tructur " .. a" well a~ for firewood. The tree, in the above ~ur\1ey .. 
tl1 ret'or .. ~ ould not l1k.el have been part of a co11tinuot1 clo\ed-car1op) 

oak-hickor)' t'orc t .. bt1t pe1·hap , \\ e1·e co11tai11cd Vv'ithin thinly ~cattered 
\VOC)dlots. or along the edge of larger f ore~t pate he~. Fi1·e, a11d grazing 
by t1erd of' elk and bt1f·f·a10 'A'ere likel tl1e pri111ar 111ean~ of' retaini11g 
ope11 site 011 the ncl1 "oil , near Terr,1pi11 eek prior to - a11d during - the 
s el t I e 111 en t b )' ti rope a11 . Tl1 e t ra 11 g e .. ha pe of' t l1 e n de r o 11 ~ Mo Lt n t 
a11d Jo11 ~urv y ,-- 110\\1 th ir trateg) of 111inin1izir1g tl1e aI11ouI1t of land 
tile)' l1,1d to JJCJ) j cJ1·, but n1ax1111iz1ng the la11d area that the)' could t1til1ze~ 



46 The Magazine of the 

by acquiring the water resources- including all the major springs- in the 
area. Another settler was unlikely to take up land next door and begin 
complaining about cattle trespass and wood removal unless there was a 
reliable source of water available. (This was till a common strategy 
used by settlers in the American west in the 19th century as well; by 
claiming the I 60 acres around a spring home teaders could potentially 
have at their disposal many thousands of acres of semi-arid land). The 
834-acre tract was patented the same year by Richard Poulson, Mounts 
and Jones, who within several years began ubdividing and selling 
portion of it. (A Richard Polson i listed as a taxable in the Monocosie 
Hundred in 1733, and is probably the same man, considering the number 
of other people in the Terrapin Neck area associated with the Monocacy 
River settlements.) The patent signed by Governor Gooch of the Virginia 
colony gave them a very trong legal claim of ownership to the p1·operty; 
they had achieved the goal of many of the early immigrants by acquiring 
a pate11ted tract of land. Why did Poulson take the place of Anderson on 
the patent? After all, Anderson s Indian trading post partner I rael Friend 
had also taken up land nearby along both sides of the river outh of 
present-day Shepherdstown, probably in the 1720 . (Friend's title to the 
Maryland land apparently came from everal generous Indian chiefs who 
considered him their friend - ee Diller, undated. Thomas Swearingen 
would be executor of Friend' will in 1749). Anderson and I rael Friend 
were both de cended from a Swedish Lutheran colony - New Sweden -
along the Delaware River. And since Ander on' s middle name wa 
Mounts, one can assume he wa closely related to deputy Joseph Mounts 
one of the other patentees. (A Christopher Mounts, also related, had acted 
as an Indian interpreter for the Maryland Council back in August of 1700 
ft1rther evidence that the Mount and Anderson families had had several 
generations of frontier interactions with Native Americans, and may have 
derived a substantial portion of their incomes from these relationships -
Md Archives v25 p.104). Ander on may have been nervous over the Hite 
/ Fairfax land dispute, and perhaps an agrarian lifestyle was ultimately 
unsuitable to someone who had spent so many year a an Indian trader 
on the frontier, and land speculation wa his only real intere t in the 
Virginia property. It could also have omething to do with the fact that 
Anderson was in the O1~ange County, Virginia ''gaol ' by September 1735 
for the murder of David Hopkins (0 Dell 1995), the charges brought by 
one Morgan Morgan and everal other prominent early settlers in the 
area. 
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Where Are the Native Americans? 

Archeological evidence on the NCTC property has shown that 
Native Americans utilized the site intermittently upwards of 8000 
years. Dating of cultural artifacts suggests that regular occupancy 
of the site ended about 1300 A. D.; this matches a regional pattern 
characterized by pronounced changes in the distribution and 
subsistence strategies of earlier cultural groups often correlated with 
a climate phenomenon known as the Little Ice Age. The very few 
European accounts of the area between the Shenandoah and 
Potomac Rivers in the 1720s indicate the area was utilized by small 
groups of natives for occasional seasonal subsistence including 
trapping , hunting, and the setting of fish traps to catch springtime 
sucker runs near present-day Harper's Ferry. The 1-81 corridor 
about 1 O miles west of NCTC today roughly follows a major trail 
from New York to the Carolinas once used by various groups 
including the Lenni-Lenape, Shawnee and Catawba tribes; another 
ancient trail crossed the river at Pack Horse ford about a mile south 
of Shepherdstown. There seems not to have been any large or long­
term settlements of Native Americans in the Shepherdstown area 
when Europeans began moving into the valley; the Maryland 
Council in the early 1700s spoke of Indian towns at Conestoga, 
Pennsylvania , the Shawnee town at present-day Oldtown , 
Maryland, a fort near Great Falls on the Potomac and several other 
tribes with towns around the Chesapeake Bay. A group of 
Tuscarora Indians, after fleeing the Carolinas sometime after 1715, 
I ived at the site of present-day Martinsburg for a time ( some 
accounts suggest they moved there after 1730), then left just prior to 
the French and Indian War in the 1750s. Note that these tribal 
names were often designations given to them by the Europeans -
kinship patterns were complex and the natives themselves may 
have felt little connection to their assigned group. 

47 

Robe1·t Brooke co111pleted everal oth r t1rve for the Hite i11 the 
~1r ,:1 the a111 ) e,1r. In pri I he \Uf\1eyed 210 acre for Richard Morgan 
jtt~ t 11 rth of· pre ent-da h pherd .. to n. (Thi pai-cel was purch,1'>ed by 

,111 " \\1 e ·1 r i 11 g n I O ) car 1 at r.. cl n d Tho 1n a wearing en.. Jr. ½ ' o ti Id 
e e11tt1all}1 111arry 1organ"\ daughter). Brooke ,1l~o ur e d a tract for a 

* op1~ of tl1t: e " t1r,1e~'- ar\? lt1cated at tl1e Berke) ) ("ol111t)• Hi '"· tt1r1cal octet)· Belle Bo)'d 
Hou c in 1lr1rt1n burg. \\ . .... 
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Welton in the same area. Later in October Brooke came back and 
surveyed 222 acres for Thomas Shepherd and his new wife Elizabeth Van 
Meter (who was related to the Hites - a relationship that was likely a 
factor in later legal proceedings on Terrapin Neck), to which Shepherd 
added a gristmill and sawmill some time later. Twenty years later part of 
this tract would be laid out into the town lots of Mecklenburg 
(Shepherd town). The Morgan, Welton and Shepherd families, all of 
Welsh origin, had divided up and were utilizing the water resources of 
what is now referred to as Town Run and its small upstream, spring-fed 
tributaries, one of which begins in present-day Morgan's Grove Park. 

The community of Shepherdstown has been referred to by a number 
of names over the years. From the 1720s to the 1750s it was commonly 
referred to as Pack Horse Ford, in reference to the ancient river crossing 
about a mile south of the present community. For a time it was called 
Swearingen s Ferry, after Thomas Swearingen started a ferry in 1755. 
After 1762 it was legally known as Mecklenburg, or Maclinborough, 
using a variety of spellings. By the time of the Revolutionary War it 
was more commonly referred to as Shepherds Town. This name was 
given official anction by the state authorities in 1798 (Dandridge, 
1910). 

The Swearingen brothers of Maryland, Thomas and Van, were likely 
exploring the Virginia side of the river at this time. The actual date of one 
or both of the brothers living full time on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac is unknown, but was most likely in the early 1740s. Thomas 
with his wife Sarah bought and sold several properties in Maryland 
between 1732 and 1744. By 1734 Thomas had patented his Fellfoot 
property near Keedysville, Maryland, was married and 26 years old. He 
was 11 years older than his brother Van, who was then a 15-year-old 
teenager. Thomas was probably the dominant male figure in Van's early 
life, as their father had died 8 year before. They likely had spent 
considerable time with their uncle Van Swearingen and his family who 
eventually established a home a few miles north of present-day 
Sharpsburg, not far from Thomas Swearingen's Fellfoot property on the 
Little Antietam (young Van would marry his first cousin from this family 
later). The Swearingen family had been involved with Maryland colonial 
politics and land use issues for several generations. Thei1· great­
grandfather's home in the then state capital of St. Mary's City at the 
mouth of the Potomac River was used as a meeting place for writing 
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1nar1 of th earl Mar land laws: he had . erved a - heriff for a time and 
ran a lodging and coff'ee hou e for the colony L leader'" and merchant . 
Th farnil waL origina]l t'rom Holland but became Briti h citizenL after 
,11·ri al ic1 the ew World. Later generation. were pragmatic in their 
choic of religiou ~ affiliation~ abandoning Catholici 1n in the face of 
c rtain p rsecution by th colonial authoritie of Maryland who wielded 
po er through the nglican Church. They eventually became moderately 
~ altl1y la owner - and undoubtedly were in olved with the growing 
of toba co 011 their lands. Ea h generation 1noved further up from the 
mot1th of th Poto1nac Ri r and Van' . father· and uncle had eveI·al 
pl,1ntation. near pr ~ nt-day Wa hi11gton DC and Frederick, Maryland.~f~ 

There wa ' by thi . time a bu y wagon road from Cone toga~ 
P n11 I ania to near pre "' ent-day Winche ter, Virginia available for 
, ttler\ to u . By 1741 a road from near pre ent-day William port, 

ar . ]and to Winche~ter, Virginia wa~ being actively worked on, and not 
t lo11g a('terward ettler could travel by wagon from Philadelphia all 
th way to the arolina on a road now known a the Great Philadelphia 

ago11 Road. In cro ing th Potomac, they could choo e to ford near 
pre~ent-d~1 illi,1m. port Maryland or cro at Pack Hor e Ford a mile 
outh of' Tho1na , h ph rd' ~ property. A 1734 urvey in Virginia al o 

~h(1Vved a ferr1 operating jt1 t ~outh of Pack Hor e Ford near the mouth of 
nticta111 1

4 ek on the Maryland ide of the Potomac to Knott I land on 
the irginia ·ide, \\hich . 1n. to have bee11 a ociated with the new iron 
indu. tr} d \'elopi11g on or r1ear I. rael F1-i nd' propert . Thi would oon 
beco111e the thri ing mining and iron-producing town of Antietam, built 
n ar tl1e or dt;po~it near the 1nouth of the creek of th ame na1ne. Th 
t'erry 111ay h,1ve ,tl L. o been t1 .:ed b the occa .. ional ettler or tra eler 
"- i. hi11g to keep th ir t .. eet dr . The colony of Virginia required public 
('err operator ~ to b licen. ed b an act of the Yirgi11ia A embly, but 
th re clrc 110 record\ of' a lie n ed t~ rry operation here at the tin1e. The 

0111111 rcial p ibi]itieL. e1·e pr babl ju t beginning to be realized a , 
11 u n dr d of n e I -,trri \ ed i n1 n1 i g 1·a n t .. both Ge rr11 an and co tc h-Ir i , h ~ 
\V 1· f) r ad i 11 g out a ro P n n y I an i a a11 d t r~1 \ Ii n g out h along the 
\\'ag 11 r ad we t f the Blue Ridge down into the henandoah Vall . It 
ha be 11 c ti111t1tcd that s ri of th ettl r~ mo\'ing into what becan1e 

rederic~ ounl)' , irgini,1 came f'ro111 P nn I ania Delaware, ew 
J rse)' and 11ortl1 rn lar la11d (O'Dell, 199S). 

* .. ec http:/genforu111 gcnealog .. cor11/ \\ e,1ringe r1/. 
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1735 - In May Lord Fairfax finally arrived in the Virginia colony for the 
first time to deliver the decree from the King to stop issuing patents 
within his Proprietary. You can imagine the tir in Williamsburg and the 
thoughts of those who had purchased property within the Fairfax claim. 
It was one thing to ignore a Lord on the other side of the ocean, but a 
different thing entirely when he was in town with an entourage and a 
handful of documents bearing the King's seal. Fairfax and hi agents, 
including his recently-hired cousin William, immediately began to make 
plans for a urvey of his Proprietary, and were inquiring about who had 
been given land within the Proprietary by the Council without their 
consent. 

By July, mill owner Josiah Jones, one of the new owners of the 
patented tract near Terrapin Neck, was dead, leaving behind a wife and 
two children. His widow was ordered to appear in court to explain what 
she planned to do with her portion of the estate, including the mill. By 
September, Charles Anderson, one of the men named on the original 
survey for the property that became NCTC, was in jail for murder. The 
charges were eventually dropped, and Anderson moved to Oldtown 
further up the Potomac (O'Dell, 1995). If slaves could find a refuge there 
with the Indians, perl1aps he could too. 

December 25 of this year marked the end of the Hite' 4-year period 
for legally surveying land to include in their grant. It seems they tried to 
sneak in at least one more survey, as will be seen - the deadline had been 
extended several times in the pa t so they seem to have assumed that it 
would be extended again whenever the assembly got a chance to take up 
the issue. 

1736 - In January, a Jonathon Simmons bought about 315 acres on the 
ea tern side of the Poul on, Mounts and Jones patent (now the 
Springwood portion of NCTC) from Joseph Mounts for 30 pounds 
(Orange County DB 2, p. 385). Richa1~d Poulson was living there at the 
time near the island (O'Dell, 1995). It i unknown if Simmons lived on 
his new property after the purcha e, but it seems likely. 

A Hite survey of 1200 acres including all of Te1·1·api11 Neck east of and 
adjacent to Jonathon Simmon new place was (probably) surveyed on 
May 21 ; note that this took place 6 months after the Hite deadline. (A 
map of this survey is located for the year 1777 later in thi document). A 
John Browning, living in what is now Cecil County, Maryland not far 
south of Philadelphia, 1·eceived a title bond of 200 pounds from the Hites 
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al 111o~t ~i 111onth. later on ovember 6th for thi .. prope1·ty, t1gge ting 

thclt the ~ur ey was not conducted at the behe. t of Mr. Br·owning, but wa .. 
u11dertaken by the Hite on behalf of \ omeone el e or with the hope of 
e e11tt1ally finding .. omeone to buy it. According to Vi1·ginia law 
Browning wa. then legally requi1·ed to ettle on and i1nprove TerTapin 

eek to retai11 title - he ne er did but in tead eem to have lived in 
northea~tem Maryland until he died the1·e five year lateI·. The ~u1·veyor 
hired by the Hite on Terrapin eek wa Jame Wood, urveyor for 
Or,111ge Cou11ty and later there i.. ome cont1·over y over whethe1· he 
\ltr\ eyed the pre iou ovembe1· l 0 a wa alleged in court later by the 
Hite~ (albeit with no uppo11ing documentation), or whether the urvey 

a conducted on the date it wa written in hi log book, which wa .. the 
follov ing May 21 (Hyman, 1996). Wood went on to later become the 
fir\t clerk of the new court in Frederick County and i known a the 
r· tindc;r of Winche ter, Virginia. The Swearingen and othe1· landowner 
on the ck would late1· have to deal with him on numerou occa ion 
O\ er the ear with 1nil1tia matter and getting their· land tran action \. 
recorded. 

hy wa~ a non-re ident John Browning able to purcha e thi 1200-
acr·e tr,1ct on Terrapi11 eek, rathe1· than the people who were (probably) 
li\1i11g there '? .. t1111ing that Jeremiah York actually did ettle there after 
1730 (he di ~ appear f'rom Penn ylvania record after 1729 and i 
111entio11ed a li ing 011 Ter·rapin eek by at lea. t 174 I in a later cot1rt 
depo~iti c.)11 b nthon)' Tu1-ner-~ who ca1ne to the a1·ea i11 1740 a a boy -
.. ee halkley\ \Ol. 2, p.95)~ and making a f"u1·the1· a umption that later 
r p ated cour·t t stin1ony wa~ corre t in . howi11g that Browning never 
">ettled Ten·(.1pin eek, e can \ .. peculate the following. Jeremiah York 
\\'a I ) ignc)red b the Hite .. ~ and not consulted about purcha .. ing the land 
l1c h~1d c I ai 111cd - th i .. em un l i kel bee au\ e of the ~ Llr\'ey done by 
Brooke i11 the area in 1734. York al~o lef't \Outh-ea tern Pen11 yl \1ania 
,1bout tl1e a1ne tin1c ,1 " the Hite\~ ugge ting the1 we1Ae well-acquainted 
or n1ore lik.el .. 2) York. refu ~ed or did not pur ue a Hite tirvey and 
J)ate11t po ~i bl)' bec,tu e ot .. tl1 in,1alid . ur\ ey afte1· December 25 ~ or 
k 11 o 'w 1 dg of the Fa i rl'a c I a i 111 and F ai rf a ' .. recent \. i ~it to Vi rg in 1 a. or 

0111c otl1er t"'alling out \\11th the Hite~ - and the Hite~ ig11 ored York~ . 
u11of·ficial ··ton1al1aVv k right .. ~ ~ and old it to Browning de\pite it ,tl1·eady 
bei11g clain1ed a11d po~ ibl)' occupi d. ork wa under 110 obligation to 
ht1y f~1·0111 the Hite \. · r r11e111ber tl1e Hite ere allowed to d1~tribute 011ly a 
111 ax1111t1 rn of 3()~000 ac1·e. between th l1enandoal1 a11d tl1e Opequon 
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rivers with a December 1735 deadline, which had now passed. York 
could very well have been waiting to pursue a grant directly from the 
Virginia Council and Governor Gooch, or from Lord Fairfax (he did 
receive a Fairfax grant for the land finally in 1751 ). It's possible that 
York was unaware that he was even in a contest for ownership, since 
there are no records of York filing a caveat or seeking any other legal 
redress from the Hite ale of his claim, but for now he had the rather 
ignoble status, in the eyes of the law, as that of a ''squatter," if the Hite 
survey was declared valid and the Brownings should ever press their 
claim to ownership. York may also have given up on his claim to 
Terrapin Neck and stayed at hi farm in the Monocosie Hundred, but 
moved back after Browning died in 1741. York and Browning 
undoubtedly knew each other, since both were from the area southwest of 
Philadelphia near the Pennsylvania-Maryland border. 

Even if York and others had begun negotiating with Hite over a land 
purchase, the issue was rendered moot - the Hite and other speculators 
and settlers were prevented f1·om patenting any more property between 
the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers because of a Fairfax lawsuit 
about thi time. This law uit effectively eliminated any settler's ability to 
acquire a clear legal title to land between the Rappahannock and Potomac 
Rivers for at least the next 15 years. Any contest between York and 
Browning over title to Terrapin Neck had to wait until the dispute 
between Hite and Fairfax was settled. 

Progress was made in describing the boundary of the Fairfax claim: 
the long-awaited search for the headwaters of the Potomac and 
Rappahannock Rivers, which would define the boundaries of Fairfax' 
Northern Neck Proprietary, started in October and took about 9 weeks. 
The commission had two ''teams'', being composed of members 
representing both Fairlax and the Vi1~ginia Council. After completion of 
their arduous survey, another year was spent drafting their separate 
reports and maps. 

1738 - There were still some disputes between agents of the Virginia 
Council and the Fairfax team, so the results of the 1736 survey of the 
Proprietai·y were carried to England for a decision. Lord Fairlax agreed to 
honor all Crown grants issued by the Virginia Council within his 
Proprietary, including the Van Meter/Hite grants. The Terrapin Neck 
area was now included in the new county of Frederick, Virginia, there 
now being enough people in the lower Shenandoah Valley to warrant a 
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court hou~e of' their own. Thoma, hepherd petitioned the Ora11ge 
ot111t , Virginia ourt about thi time reque ting to be di charged as 

~- on~table h rundo'' a oon a Richard Morgan wa\ worn in hi , place 
( 'Dell 1995): in October hepherd was al o paid a bounty of 14 
hilling. for a wolf' , head by certit'icate of Richard Mo1·gan (FC VA 
ourt Journal, in myth, 1909). 

1739 - From the ti1ne of the fir t ettle1nent\ in the New World, 
uropear1. had a , trong int re t in American flora and fauna, with many 

w ,11th gentlen1en becoming avid collector . By thi year John Clayton 
of Glouce ter ounty, Virginia p1·oduced the fir t taxonomic work f'1·om 

1n e 1·i ca, n tit 1 ed FI o ,·a Vi 1 ·gin i C'a. 

J (li . t Hite' • wif'e nna Maria died at 52 year of age. Joi t remarried 
t~:o ye'1r .. later to Maria Magdalena, widow of hi late friend Chri tian 

cuschwanger. Their marriage included a prenuptial agreement 
\pecif' ing that he 'A'ould provide lo e obedience cattle, money and 
other h u, ehold tuff in return f'or love faithfulne . and a home (Jone 
et.al 1979). 

1741 - John Browning died on the Ea tern hore of Maryla11d (actually 
in tl1e 11orthe,1\t rn part, not far from Philadelphia)· he wa only 36 year 
<)Id. He willed \\hi~~ 1200-acre Terrapin eek tract in Virginia old to 
hi 1n 5 1 e,1r. before b the Hit s ~ to th1·ee of hi children: George 

icl1ola .. and Ro, amond (. he e entually married a Williarn Keating). 
The Hite-Fai1·f'a di pute \\'a ~till unre olved but luckily for Jeremiah 

ork ther are no record of· Jol111 Browning attempting to ettle or pre 
hi , clai111 to Terrapi11 eek prior to hi death, thot1gh he apparently 
or1\idcrcd it ,,a)uable e11ough to pa on to hi children. It would be 

111orc th ·111 40 ar bet~ re hi~ grandchildren . uddenl y took an ir1tere. t in 
tl1 p1·01J rt1 agai11, a. will b l en. 

1742 - Peter 8 lier~ a Gen11an , hoemaker (Vvooden clog '?), and hi . wife 
ath 1·i11 , ,vi tl1 6- 'lr old c)n Jacob 'here Ii ing on the patented propert)' 

Jo11athon irnn1 n had purch,1 ed 6 )'ear. pre\ iou~l} near Terrapin eek 
(nt1'A1 tl1e pring ood po1--tior1 ot· T ). The e\ entual I pure ha. ed the 
property r·r 1n Jo11atho11 i111111on - bt1t the tra11 . action wa~11 't record d at 
the c urtl1ot1 t1ntil om ti1ne ,1f't r i1nn1on de<.tth four year\ later 

DB 4 .. p.1 _ 1- l _ ). B II r ma ha\1e Ii\ ed in Lanca ter Cot111ty, 
Pen n ) I \' a 11 i a \\.' i th D ·u n k er~ around 1 7 _ .. an d t·o 11 o V/ e d a co n1 in o 11 
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German settlement pattern by continuing south into the Shenandoah 
Valley. There were other Ge1111an Protestant groups settling just to the 
west on the other side of the Opequon River, an area off-limits to the 
Hites. Many German settlers preferred to continue on toward North 
Carolina in order to avoid the contentiou land ownership disputes 
between Hite and Fairfax, and others (Couper, 1952). Beller probably 
followed the typical German tyle of growing crops and animal 
husbandry, and likely had a cabin and a barn on the property that would 
become NCTC (see chapter in Kercheval, 1833). 

1743 - Van Swearingen 24, married his 21 year old first cousin Sarah 
Swearingen. Sarah and her family had likely been living about 5 miles 
north of Te1Tapin Neck aero s the river in Maryland by this time not far 
from Thomas Swearingen Fellfoot property south of Keedysville where 
Van had likely resided with his brother. Van and Sarah's children 
eventually include: 

Jo iah - b. 28 March, 1744, oldest on 
Rebecca - b. 2 Oct 1745 ( he apparently died young) 
Hezekiah - b. 7 Feb 1747 
Luranna - b. 13 Nov. 1748 
Drt1silla - b. 29 Oct 1750 
Thomas - b. 22 Nov 1752 

Indian claims and complaints now being entirely ignored, settlement 
of the riverside land in Maryland acros from Thomas Shephe1·d little 
community on the Potomac had been proceeding teadily for almost a 
decade, with several surveys already completed in the area now known as 
Ferry Hill. John Van Meter hired a survey for a 160 acre tract on the 
Potomac on the Maryland side of the 1·iver known as Pell Mell, which was 
just northeast of an adjacent tract downstream already surveyed and 
patented known as Antietam Bottom. Van Meter instructed the surveyor 
Joseph Chapline not to mark the western corner of Pell Mell - a black 
walnut tree on the riverbank - until after the line of Antietam Bottom 
(patented in 1739 by John Moore) were known, o there wouldn't be any 
controversy over the boundary. Unfortunately the walnut tree wa never 
marked and sure enough it later cau ed a lot of controver y (Fred. Cty Md 
DB J, p 939, deposition of Joseph Chapline). 

17 44 - The newlywed Van Swearingens bought a 210 acre Hite­
surveyed, patented tract from Richard Morgan for £110 just north of the 
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P ,l c k H o r \ e F c) rd o 1n m u 11 i t y· ( 11 o w p a r t o f t h e C re \ C re e k 
developm 11t), which beca1ne thei r fir .. t fa1nily re. idence ir1 Yirgi11ia 
(F DB I, JJ.116). The deed refers to Richard Mo1·gan a~ a \'Ge11tle1na11'', 
vlhile an i, dc\cribed a, a ''Fa1·mer . Va11 older b1·oth r Tho1na~ 
\\Ot1ld acqt1ire an adjacent 478 acreL from a Fai1fax grant six yearL later, 
.. ite of· a conspict1ous circle of rai , ed earth used by the nati\1e Indian 
01neti1ne i11 the pa t (Kerche al 1833) that later became known a l the 

Bell , ue propert . Local r·olklore include .. the tale ot' a Delaware Indian 
chief \v ho was ~uppo\edl c,1ptu1·ed in the vicinity by enemy Catawba 
In ciif1ns, ,1nd buried ali e nea1· the L pring on what beca1ne the 

\\ et1ring n e. tate. The .. pring on the property purts in. tead of flow , 
according to the tale because of the beating heart of the bt1ried chief 
(Heatwole, 1995). Thoma e5tabliL hed a t'erry acros the Potomac on 
th1<; JJrope1·t) b 1755, and e entually owned plantation on both -- ides of 
the Poto111,1c Ri \, 1·. 

ltl1ot1gh there are no record, that de cribe the life tyle of the new 
~ ear i n gen p I ant at ion in V i r· g i 11 i a, f' r om de. c r i pt ion of co 1n mo n 

pr'1ctice~ at th ti1ne we ca11 .. tirmi .. e that the children many of the 
hou -- el1olcl chore ,· as w 11 a~ the farm anin1al ~ and c1·op~, were all 
,1tte11d d to b) la\1e .. . Tobacco and other crop~ and anirnal .. were grown 
a11d old f 01· profit, bttt 1nt1ch of th land - and much of the effo1·t -
\\Ot1lcl 11cces aril ha\e been directed toward th growing of corn, 
'A1 l1cat, l1c)g s . \heep. and beef~ which for1ned the ba~i of their 

"' t1b~i"tc11ce. Tobacco W'l .. th cttrrenc of choice for paying taxes and 
f'i11c 1·or \C\ eral decade in colonial i1·gi 11ia. The financial y te1n the11 
pre,,alent l1a~ been liken d to growing ca h in your back ya1·d. 
Lar1do\\111er \) er·e a ~e~\ed 11ot only on real e tate, bt1t al o on pe1·. onal 
prop c rt)' \tic l1 ~1 ho r .. e ,1 n d L I a \1 e \ . B ), V i r g i 11 i a 1 a~, , p 1 ante r. we 1· e 
reqt1i1·ed l() tra11 J,ort tobacco to a pLtblic in~pection \\1arehouse located in 
c ·1c h c t1r1t)1 • Pl,111ter "to1·i11g tobacco at the warehou~e were gi en cl 

r c ipt, \Vhich cot1ld b U\ed a legal tender. ol. Jaine Wood, clerk of 
tht; ne\ 1·ed 1·ick. ount ~ i11 hi irginia Fee Book for l 744 1·ecorded 
tt,~ Tobacco e~ 111e11t for , elected ettler<;., in the Te1Tapin eek area 
,l~ 110\\111 i 11 T,1blc 1 page 6). 

-- \ 1er1 tl1ot1gl1 a11 \\ e,1r1ngen \\1,1 , a \,"Farr11er"· a11d Rich,1rd orga11 
w,1 L. ~1 -~ e11tl r11c111 '" ~ ,1n appears to h·1v 11e<1rl)1 dot1ble the propert)' 
\\'<)rtl1 ta ing co111p,1rcd to 1org,1n. a11d C\ e11 wa ,l\ e cd c1 higher t'ee 
t h a 11 11 1 11 e i g h b o r t l1 an 1 et e r. . H o Vv n e d o 11 l 1 2 _ 2 a c r ~ ~ 

u e g , l i n g n1 u c l1 f • }1 i \\' ea l t 11 n1 a y 11 a,, e b ec n i n I a e " a 11 d l i \' e. tock. 
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Table 1. 1744 Frederick County Tobacco Assessment 

Name Pounds of Tobacco Assessed 

Peter Beller 
Joseph Mounts 
Richard Poulson 
Van Swearingen 
Jonathon Simons (Simmons?) ye infant 
Israel Friend 
John and Jacob Hite 
Joist Hite 
Richard Morgan 
John Welton 
Isaac, Henry and Jacob Van Meter total 

from Kerns, n.d. 

50 
96 

5 
190 
560 
268 
449 
109 
105 
130 
158 

Thi list is mi sing ome important people connected with the Terrapin 
Neck - Pack Horse Ford area at the time, uch a Thomas Shepherd, who 
owned hundred of acres of patented land, a gristmill and perhap a 
sawmill by thi time (a John Shepherd is a ses ed 122 lbs. and is the only 
Shepherd on the Ii t, which suggests thi may have actually been 
Thomas?), and Thomas Swearingen, who would own a mill, much land, 
and a ferry operation in the years to come. Why is Van as essed but not 
his older brother? Thomas Swearingen wa more than likely still living a 
few miles away aero s the river in Maryland on his Fellfoot property 
south of pre ent-day Keedysville. Thoma had been buying and selling 
land in Maryland since 1732, and had sold land in Maryland as recently 
as 1744 (although he takes in ome orphan associated with Jone Mill in 
Virginia the following year.) Terrapin Neck settlers also missing from 
the list include Jeremiah York - or anyone named Browning. The clerk 
of court, James Wood, may have known that York did not hold a patent 
to the land he (probably) lived on in Terrapin Neck, since it was Wood 
himself who had conducted the land survey there for the Hites ten year 
before. It is unknown why the Browning heirs were not assessed in tead, 
unles the ownership question between Hite and Fairfax placed these 
people on a separate Ii t. Did Frederick County assess only those who 
held a patented tract in 1744, or did Wood keep a eparate Ii t for those 
living on unpatented land? Researcher Kerns also noted some prominent 

• 



J t: t fer on (>Unty l-1 istor1c,1 I (}C iet )' 57 

I 

ir1di\'idt1al s mi ing from the li t for the Cacapon area f'or thi ~ year a .. 
ell and peculated that 0 1n . ttler __ were too new to ha e come to the 

att ntion f th County authoritie or perhap part of the Fe Book wa .. 
mi. \ing. t any rate thi • Ji t trongly ugge t that tobac o was a 
1gnificant crop grown in the Terrapin Neck area at the time~ though of 
our th didn t have to grow tobacco and may have bartered other 

good, to acquire enough tobacco to pay their a ~e. sment •. 
nother Indian Treaty wa .. negotiated this year called the Treaty of 

L,1nca~ter. Indian negotiator again led by the Iroquoi who claimed to 
. p ak fc)r all the tribe of the mid-Atlantic region, at fir t trongly 
a~, erted their claim for land we ·t of the Blue Ridge by 1ight of conque t 
(not by ttlement becau. e there hadn t been any pern1anent lroquoi -
r lat d ettlement ... in thi area for ome ti1ne) but ultimately igned o er 
their right, to all land between the Blue Ridge and Ohio River for £400. 
Th y \\1er till allowed t tra el their India11 Road between New York 
a11d th arolina 110w roughly the route of Inter tate 81 (see Md 

rchi, , 2 , p336). Thi would now allow the legal ettlement of the 
ar·1 land ~id of the Ri er aero from hepherd town, at lea t in tenn. 

of l1av'i11g ace mmodated (at lea, tone of) the tribe~. 

Chapter 3 The Swearingens Becoine Prominent 
Under Lord Fairfax Rule 

17 45 - f'ter ear. of di , pule the Fairfax orthern eek Proprietary was 
d fin d a 11d reat'fir111ed b1 the Pri )J Council in England~ confim1ing the 
~~fit\ t f'ou11tain~' of th ohongoroota a the head of the Poto1nac Ri ver~ 
,incl n1'tking airfa th owr1er of O\ r 5 million acre of Virginia! Thi · 
c ntially c1· atcd t o pa1·at olonie within Virginia~ at lea .. t in ter1n .. 
c)f acquiri 11g a la11d grant ~' ith airfa now in charge of all grant. 
bc:tv.1 11 tt1e Rappahann ck and Potornac Ri\ er">. Uf\'ey Vva ordered 
to 111ark tl1 \ e,tem boundar) that b came k11own a~ the Fairfa Line~ a 
b u11d,1ry Jin rt1nning fr rn near the pre ent-da Big Meadow area 
01· h nand ),th at1011al Park to the head .. pring of the Poto1nac near 
pre. ent-da Oa\ i , e .. t irginia: the "" urve1or laid a ~tc)ne r11ont1ment ,lt 

the h ad .. pring, kn ~111 ,1 the Fairfa to11e, and it ,1riou~ replacen1ent\ 
,1n tt 11 b seen toda)1. The ur\' or i11clt1ded Peter Jeft'er on (father of· 

th third pr ident , ,111cJ Robert Br<)Oke (the ~ on ot· tl1e ur eyor for the 
17 _--+ nd r 0 11~ 1oun t. and Jon t1r\ ey 11 ar Terrapin eek). Thi 
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created a situation where the Hites and Fairfax now ''owned'' some of the 
same land. The Hites and Fairfax got in a squabble and Fairfax refused to 
honor Hite titles despite what he agreed to in 1738 (Couper, 1952). Hite 
apparently had taken a long time to grudgingly provide to Fairfax names 
of settlers on lands Hite had surveyed, along with a description of the 
p1·operty boundaries. When he finally did provide them, the record and 
p1·ope1 .. ty descriptions were terrible; Fairfax felt disinclined to issue grants 
to what he con idered fictitious people living on property with uncertain 
boundarie , and also wondered why the name ''Hite'' frequently appeared 
in the ledger obviously replacing a number of other erased names. Later 
court documents show that a high percentage of the acreage did go to the 
Hite family, though thi wa by no mean a transgression of the terms of 
the I 730 grant purchased from the Van Meters. Using the name a11d 
acreages listed on page 174 in McKay (1951), Jost Hite's name is the 
''assignee'' a ociated with 12 of 52 parcels surveyed and patented in 
1734 unde1· the Van Meter grant, amounting to 18,869 acres, or 41 % of 
the total acreage of 46,248 acres. There were 36 other family names in 
the list, and, if legitimate, thi was 6 mo1·e than wa strictly needed. The 
100,000-acre grant that Hite held with several partners wa perhaps more 
of an is ue, as it was found that only about a third of the Ii ted families 
were actually living on the property in qt1e tion. 

Fairfax also objected to the Hite survey for their tendency to lock up 
the wate1· resot1rce of an area. Many of the property boundaries of the 
Hite-surveyed lands included only the long, thin bottomlands borde1ing a 
stream~ plus any adjacent choice uplands including the nea1·by spring . 
This made it difficult for later settle1·s to t1tilize adjacent property because 
of the lack of water. For example, in the Shepherd town area John Van 
Meter· acquired a long, thin parcel totaling 1,786 acre that included most 
of the nar1·ow wate1-shed of what is now known as Rocky Marsh Run, 
while the original Poulson, Mount and Jones patent inclt1ded exten ive 
Potomac River frontage, the lower por·tion of Rocky Marsh Run, and an 
i11·egular shape de igned to acquire the several major spring in the area. 
Richard Morgan acquired a skinny 290-aci-e patent between and 
pe1-pendicular to the two gra11t listed above which included a pring and 
a 1neadow that 1·an in to Rocky Marsh Run (now the site of The 
Conse1·vation Fund's Freshwater In titt1te). Israel Friend' 300-aci·e 
patent was a long, na1,·ow bottomland tract adjacent to the Potomac ju t 
downstream t·rom Packhor e Ford on the Virginia side and was cited 
repeatedly by Fairfax as an example of just what he was complaining 
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,1bot1t. F,1irf·,1x prefe1-red wl1at l1e called a ~~1-egula1· ~urvey ~, tl1at f ol]owed 
t 11 e i r· g i n i a \ \ e 1n b I 1 order of' 0 ct . 2 2 ~ 1 7 I 2 ¼ l1 i ch 1· e q tl i 1· e d that 
\tlf\C)' ed parcel<, \hou]d l1a\e a breadth ot' at lea~ t one-tl1ird of their 
le11gtl1 ( Bro\ 11'1 1965). 

Becat1~e l1is original legal land grant descriptio11 ref'er·red to ''all tl1c1t 

e11ti1·e 1 .. ,.{1c·t, Tl' 1·1·itcJ1·_, ,, <J1· JJ0 1·c·o11 o.t· lc111 cl .5 it11c1te, l _, i11 l~ c111cl /Jee i1Z l-? i,1 

111(' 1·i(·c1. c111 cl h cJ 1111clecl }J _,, a11 c/ i1 it/1i11 t/1e l1 ec1cl of· t/1e Ri\'e1· ,\· o.t· 
Rl t/JJJ{1/1c11111rJc·1'. a11cl Pc1tai·1'0111ec·ke ... ", Fai1·f,1x e11cot11·aged everyo11e to 
l1cgi 11 Li s i 11g the name ""Poto1nac 'I for the ri ve1· north of: Harpe1 .. ~ Fe11·y, 
i 11ste,1d of' the old 11,1Ine of Coho11go1·oota, which Vv as ot' Indian deri vatio11 
f'r o 111 tl1 \Ou11d of' ,1 honking goo e. Lawyers could potentially have 
c re(1tecl 111i~chief fo1· hi~ newly-wo11 Proprieta1·y if the boundary for l1i\ 
c l r1i 111 w,1.. k11own b) Cohongoroota rather than Potomac, so tl1e or·iginal 
l11di ,111 I1,1rne h,1d to go. 

l ()\t_; f to 110111 Tho111a: weari11gen wa~ ,lppointed gua1·dian of' John 
,111cl arc1h Jo11e~, 01-pha11\ of the decea. ed 111ill c)wner Jo~iah Jone , a11d 

rl1eir I11c)rc 1·ccently decea~ed 1nothe1· (O'Dell, I 995 ). Tho111,1s ,1nd hi~ 
f·,1111il) l1 ,1d appare11tly 1110 ed to the Jo11e , Mill property near Te1·1·api11 

'eek ')l101·tl bcf()re thi~ tirne: Tho111as weari11gen and hi~ heir· woL1ld 
0~111 ,111d rL111 the l,-Jo11e ,, 111ill near pre~ent-day crabble r·o1· more tl1,111 70 
ye,1I·s. Tt1e 111ill location \\1a ,1djace11t to the Coho11goroota, which would 
,11 l c)\\' b,1r·rels of' tlot1r a11d grt1in to be boated down. t1~ean1 to n1a1·ket whe11 
\ \ 1 ,t t e r I e \' e I \ \\ e r c h i g 11 e n o u g 11 . M i 11 o JJ er at or'-; i 11 t 11 a t d a y k. e p t a 
JJercc11t~1gc c)t· tl1e g 1·c.1 i11 b1·0L1gl1t to their 1nill~ a. pay111e11t, a11d then <;old 
tl1e ,1cct1 111t1l ,1ted grai 11 or flour to gene1·ate a p1·of.it (Stanton, 1993 ). 

l11 1745, Tl10111,1\ hcpl1erd \\ ~l\ appointed O\ er~eer ot" ,1 local 1·0(1d, in 
JJl,1cc of.. ,1 11 \ve,1ri11ge11 (F1·ed. t)' C(1L11·t Jot11~11al o. 2 p.2, i11 my tl1 
1909 . Tl1i\ \ear ,ll\o 111ark.ed tl1e de,1th ot· Jc) h11 V,111 Meter .. who had 

~ 

b e I1 li,1 i11g t1pst1·c,1111 Cl l. tl1e J o 11e ~ 1ill near 1Jrese11t-d,1y Rocky Mttr\t1 

Rt111 ,1l1out 2 111ile 'A' C t t) t' the little co1111nt111ity bci11g de\'eloped by 
Jc)l111 "s d~1t1~l1ter li zt1hc tl1 a11d l1 1· l1tt\b,1nd Tho111,1~ l1epherd. Jo h11 ]1acl 
~ pe11t tl1c l,t\l ) t=t11· ()1' l11\ life 1·,1i ing hc)t·\e i11 \\1l1,1t beca111e k.110\\ n a~ the 

,111 11 tcr 1,1r\l1 JJ,1te11 t. l-Ie l1ad gi\e11 awa.., i11 1744 '·c,II \!c1l)cJ11~. 
'"~e/cli11 .. ~ .'\. 111c11·e/;; c1 11 cl c·rJII\, 1·111111i11 ,__r; i11 1/1e \1 1<JO(I\, /J1·{111clecl 011 1/1(' 1£)/i 

.. '\l1r; 11/clc~,· \t 'it/11/1e lette,· 1'' to \ 1,1ri<)tl t'a111il)1 111e111be1·\ ( 111ytl1e .. I l)09). 

1Vore: Jo:epl1 ~111d Re111e111bra11ce illi,t111s are 111entic)r1ed i11 ~ e\ er,1I 
lee I i11 tl1e F1·e le1·ick Cot111t,, ot11·t House in Win l1este1· 011 la11d 11cc1r .. 

Jo11e" \1 ill ,t11d tl1c ,1re,t tl1at e \ cn tL1 c1ll\1 bect)IllC\ Ri,1er iew F,1r111 \Vitl1in 
J 

tl1e Pot1l "o 11.. 1l oL1 11t" tlr1cl Jo 11 , !!r~tnt ~1bot1t tl1i" ti111e. It i 11c)t ce1·tt1i11 
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what their relationship is to the property. Two adjacent parcels were 
described with them as owners, but they seem not to have taken 
possession of the properties; this is probably a case of double titles for the 
same property, the confusion arising in part from the ongoing Hite­
Fairfax controversy. 

17 46 - A death threw Peter Beller s title to the Springwood property into 
doubt. By decree of the Frederick County court, May 1746, Peter Beller 
''1·ec·over·ed from Jonathon Simmons/Seaman an infant heir-at-law to 
Jo11athon Seaman, late of F,·ede,·ick County'' the 317 acres Simmons Sr 
had bought from Joseph Mounts - the Springwood tract (described in 
Frederick County, VA Deed Book 4, p.121). Jonathon Simmons Sr died 
before the real estate sale to Beller was recorded (it was a long journey to 
the Frederick County Court Hou e), automatically giving the property to 
Simmons Jr., who wa still a youngster. Beller filed uit in Chancery 
Court to recover the property, the court acknowledged Beller's ownership 
and ''ordered'' the inf ant to honor the transaction when he was legally old 
enough to do so - within six months of his 21st birthday (this finally took 
place in 1762, after Beller old the property to Van Swearingen, as will 
be seen). One can imagine Beller tanding on the hill overlooking the 
river and mumbling ruefully ''Mein Gott in Himmel'' over this state of 
affairs ... 

17 47 - Twelve years after his first vi it, Lord Fairfax came back to the 
Virginia colony from Great Britain to defend and administer his 
Proprietary claims. He had ettled his affairs in the Briti h Isles and 
planned to live the re t of his life in the Virginia colony. A map of his 
Proprietary was finally publi hed this year. 

1748 - Thomas Swearingen acquired a 222 acre parcel (purchased from 
Richard Poulson) near the mill and the mouth of Rocky Marsh Run 
(Frederick County VA DB 1, p. 396). He may have taken over the 
operation of the old Jone Mill there at this time, along with taking on the 
responsibilities and care of the Jones orphan . 

17 49 - Lord Fairfax, now living in Virginia full time, set up a land office 
near Winchester (strategically located not far from the Hites) and began 
surveying and selling grants of land. If a settler wanted title to unclaimed 
land between the Rappahannock and Potomac Rive1· , the only choice 
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no\.v \'\1a." to deal with the Fairfax land off'ice. Fairfax employed a number 
ot· oung 1nen to ur y portion of hi . Proprietary including George 

a hingt n. F,1irfax wa al o commi , ioned JL1, tice of the Peace for all 
orthern eek land ,ind erved a local magi trate county liet1tenant 

and e~tr man of the Anglican Church. '' Lo,-d Fai,fax, B c ,1·0 11 of 

l 1111e1·011 i11 tl1 c1t JJa1·t o.f G,·eat B1· itc1i11 c ·allecl S c·otla,zd , P1·o p1· i e to1· of the 
·rJ1·t/1e,·11 ec·k o.f \ l i1·gi11ia'' wa now e tabli hed a the ruler ot· over 5 

million a re~. The Fairfa land office g nerally ju t re-granted land 
sur 1ed a11d . old by th Hite back to the Hite and their purcha, er, 
dc~pite all the . quabble, though thi did not top the antagoni 1n between 
th tVvo group on the 27 co11te "t d parcel . Unfortunately Fairfax could 
11ot jtt~t re-grant tl1e land on Terrapin eek to the Hite purcha er 
(B1·owning)~ becat1~e Browning wale dead and buried on the Ea .. tern hare 
of' aryl,1nd, had ne\'e1· .. ettled the property and had no heir around 
clai111ing po~!-)e ~1c-- ion· the late date of the urvey and ale may have al o 
b en ,1 factor·. The aringen ~ Jeremiah York and other in the vicinity 
of Terrapin eek were a1nong the fir t to apply to Fairfax for grant of 
land the already occt1pied and el ewhere. 

Th Hit fa111il a11d th ir partner .. wer likely a bitter dejected lot at 
tl11 , ti111 \ tl1 ugh in the back of their mind all tho e year. they mu. t have 
011 .. ider d the pos ibi]it that the Fairfax claim would be legall y 

i · cogniLed. De ~pite almo. t 20 ear .. of work their expected fortu11e had 
not be 11 re·1liz d and the court off'ered their only hope of reclaiming 
th ir p re iv·ed lo\ .. e . Predictably, Joi t Hite and hi partner filed their 

~'n la~, .. uit to te~t the validity of the Fairf'ax claim and to regain 36~686 
t1c re\ of land that the had \tlr\eyed but hadn ' t been able to patent~ 
b c,1u cot" airJ',1 sudde11l) ~ho\ving tip, o t1t of the blue waving a decree 
f'r 1n tl1e Ki11g (inclt1ding the 1200 acre~ on Terrapin eek that had been 
u1-,1 )'ed 6 111011th pa t the deadline). The Hite land grant were in dire 

leg(1l \trait." , and the Hit f,tmil certai11l didn t wa11t to lo. e the bond 
111 o r1 e )' th c y ~ o u 1 d ha\' e to pa)-' i f their bu er .. . tit I proved defective ! 
The Hit s v.,, re 0111)1 011e of' about a dozen group of 'peculator \\'ho had 
be n Lt r\1e)1i 11g a11<l ~c 11 ing I a11d i 11 the hen andoah Valley prior to 

airf,1 •• gai11ing legal titl , bt1t the Hite, we1,e the only land peculator. 
\,1110 ,tirf a~ cot1ld 11ot ee111 tc) acco111n1odate to their ati~faction .. which 

airt'a~x bla1ned 111 part on th Hite' ef'f·ro11tery (Hy111an. I 996). 

17 50 - P t r· Beller 1110v d fro111 hi ' pate11ted pri 11g\A, ood tr,1ct to a 11e\.\' 
400 a r F,1irfa ' gra11t near pre e11t-day Baker H ight. (0' Dell, 1995) . 

• 
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With the 300+ patented acres on the Potomac and the new 400 acre grant, 
this suggests that Beller wa primarily intere ted in plantation ag1,iculture 
with shoemaking a sideline business benefiting f1·iends and neighbors. 
Thomas Swearingen received a Fairfax grant of 478 acres next to his 
brother Van's patented t1·act near present-day Shepherd town; he had 
been living on the property near his mill, but was making plans for a new 
hou e and perhaps a ferry by thi time, closer to Thomas Shepherd's little 
town. 

Farmers in the middle colonies, eeing diminishing returns from their 
f'ields, began u ing clover and gra ses to help restore nitrogen to the soil 
about thi time, I 00 years after farmers in England first began the 
practice. Within a few years wheat exports from these same middle 
colonies, including Maryland and northern Vi1·ginia, would account for 
about 20% of all colonial exports (Dufour, 1994 ). 

1752 - On 14 Janua1·y, Van Swearingen received a grant from Fairfax for 
187 acres near the entry to pr·esent-day Terrapin Neck Road just south of 
the Beller prope11y (map are from data provided by G. Geertsema). The 
shape of the grant indicated he had an eye on the Beller property to the 
north, because the two properties combined would create a much more 
square shape than the 01·iginal 1734 Poulson, Mounts and Jones patent 
boundary, while the 187 acres alone would be small strangely shaped, 
and provide no significant source of water. His fir t foray into Fai1·fax 
grants may have been a di appointing experience. Whoever recorded the 
deed got his name wrong (Van Swaringham) and the st1rveyor used the 
wrong tree to de cribe the we tern co1·ner, creating an issue with an 
ea1·Iier survey by his neighbo1· to the south (Richard Mo1·gan) that had to 
be remedied. He also purchased a warrant fo1·~ and had surveyed, an 
additional 321 river-front acres on the east side of hi patented land 
purchased in 1744 (now the Cress Creek development), and waited for a 
g1·ant to be is ued. His family had g1·own to 6 children by this time. The 
vestry of the Episcopal Chu1·ch of Frederick Cot1nty may have had at least 
two tight-faced member in thei1· meeting this yea1·, as it included among 
its membership John Hite (son of Joist Hite) Lo1·d Fai1·fax, and Thomas 
Swearingen (Couper 1952). 

1753 - Van Swearingen paid fo1· a warrant and st1rvey for a 200 acre 
tract along the unpatented northern bounda1·y of Terrapin Neck, but 
waited over 6 yea1·s for the official gr·ant from Fairfax to be issued. The 
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Van Swearingen Land Acquisitions 
in Terrapin Neck Area 

[I] 1773 Purchase from Van Meters 
W 17f/J FairfaxGrants 
W 1758 Purchase from Poulson 
W 17% Purchase from Beller 
[a] 1752 FairfaxGrant 
W 1744 Purchase from Morgan 
:·· .. . ··Present NCTC Ebundary 
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ctced \.~lot1ld l,,ter c.le"c1·ibe .. i11 sta11c.l,trd 1--,1\l1ior1 .. 4()() ,1c1·e\ ot· v\a~te , 

ct111·cntl 11ot cl~tin1ed by ,111yo11t;. He col1ld11 't cl,1i111 all of· Ten·apin 

63 

l,1nd 
eek 

L i11ce Jc1·e111i,,h York ,1lre,td\1 l1,1d ,t F,1i1·t·a gr~111t 1·01· 323 ac1·e\ ottt 011 t11e .,, '-

ea. te1·11 e11tl of· tl1e eL·k. ,1ct1el cdcal t·e cl,1i111ed (111 (1clditic111al 3()() 

(1c1·c , ,111d lJr~1)1a111 J,1111e .. cl,1i111ed I 9(1 (.1c1·e') at tl1e baL.. e of· the 

(111 (.111<.I l1i ,"' 11eigl1bllrs c:1l111ost ert,1i11ly \\ ere a\v~1re or· tl1e Bro\vni11g 

IJt11·cJ1,1se in 1736 .. (111d tl1e t~1ct tl1(.1t tl1e 1736 \t1r,,ey \\1<.l~ co111pletcd J),1\l 

tl1e de,1dli11e, but s~c111ed \\1illi11!! to take a ch,t11ce 011 F,1i1·t·ax g:1-<111t~ ')JflCe .._, 
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a Browning had never asserted a right to the property. The surveyor for 
Fairfax was Thomas Rutherford, whose son eventually married Van's 
daughter Drucilla. Van Swearingen may have been living on Peter 
Belier's property (Springwood) by this time, but hadn't paid for it yet. 
His neighbor out on the end of the Neck, Jeremiah York sold his 323 
acres for which he had received a Fairfax grant two years before to a 
William Chapline for £58 - thus indicating that Chapline was not 
particularly worried about the Hite/Browning claim at this point (FCDB 
3, p. 90). York, on the other hand, avoided any further legal 
machinations over title to land in the Fairfax Proprietary by selling out 
and moving to North Carolina with several other local families. 

1754 - British settlers, traders and explorers heading west over the 
Appalachian mountains ran into French settlers and explorers heading 
south and east with tension rising over which European group would 
control the upper Potomac area and the Ohio River Valley. Many of the 
Native American groups living in what are now Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Michigan, Ohio and New York had become familiar with the French 
traders and settlers during the more than I 00 years of French exploration 
of the area, and some were convinced to ally with the French in their 
dispute with the British colonies. Several years later the British had their 
own Native allies for a short time when the Cherokee and other groups in 
the Carolinas decided to weigh in on the side of the British. Later the 
Iroquois Confederacy sided with the British to use the growing Briti h 
power to retain control over Native group in the Ohio River valley. The 
various Indian groups across the continent had old alliances and score to 
settle dating back decades or even hundreds of years, and it had long been 
common practice for them to travel thousands of miles to trade or fight 
with other Native - their participation in the British-French squabble over 
half a continent wa a variation on a very familiar lifestyle for many of 
them. By 1754 the French and Indian War had begun in earnest, the 
conflict - international in cope and also refen◄ed to as the Seven Years 
War - sparked by a young George Washington and a group of Virginians 
and Native Americans who together attacked a small party of Frenchmen 
sent to parley with the British group, killing and wounding (and eventually 
scalping) a number of them in a treacherous, less-than-honorable fashion 
even after a cease-fire had been in effect (who did what and when is still a 
matter of some controversy). Virginia' Governor Dinwiddie, who had 
picked Washington to lead the expedition wa a major stockholder in a 
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bu. ine . entt1re know11 a~ The Ohio ompany_ which hoped to realize 
enon11ous profit by . ettling and tradi11g in the upper Ohio River coun·try. 
( te tl1at thi~ enture was located in what i • now we tern Penn ylvania, 
an area 'A'ell n rth ot· the Potomac River which had been clearly defined a 
the bou11dary of the Virginia colony - a Virginia claim for thi. area took 
~ome real chutzpah). Thi gave him a per onal incentive to end an 
ine pe14 ienced~ u11moti ated, poorly outfitted unpopula14

, expen ive 
1nilita1·)' e p dition to protect the company trading po~ t near pre e11t­

da Pitt~ bt1rgh, led by an enthu ia tic 21-year-old urveyor named 
a .. hingto11 intent on making a nam for him elf ( ee Ander· on 2001 ). 
ttle111e11t in tl1e low r henandoah Valley were attacked repeatedly by 

lndia11 o r th ne t few year ·, and the ter1·ified ettle1· occa ionally 
dropp d rything they were doing and banded together in panic- tricken 
cara ans h ading back ea. t o er the Blue Ridge. Several familieL and fort 
in tl1e Martin. bt1rg- h pherd town area were annihilated in raid • note that 
the t rr r wa not a vica1iou experience the Te1Tapin Neck ettler read 
about in the pap r, but a ho1Tor that preyed on their imagination every 
tim a 11oi. wa heard in the night over a everal year period. Peace 
would not coin . oon for th ettlement further we t· in fact, intermittent 
fighting in th upper Potomac Highland. and further we t along the Ohio 
Riv r \\Ould continue for more than 40 year, . Authoritie in Virginia 
co111mitted a portion of their military force to frontier fort to protect 
again:'t war partie coming t'rom the no11h., but an even larger number of 
111ilitia re k pt near h 1ne to protect the colony from a potential ~Jave 
t1pri\i11g. f'ort wa built in Thomas hepherd little town around thi 
ti111 to prot ct the local ettler , and mo~ t of the men were required to join 
tl1e lo al 111i]itia. hepherd had begun to lay out town lot by thi ti1ne and 
f' 1t co111pelled to offer thern on good ter 1n to keep people from running 
av.,a)' fron1 th L trife-torn area ( e Dandridg 1910). Intere tingly hi 
wif'e lizab th' . name \\a included on all tl1e de d~ o er the ear. aL co­
o~ 11er and co-~eller, indicating h con. ide1·ed her. elf a partner in the la11d 
bu ine ~ an intere~t h n1a ha,;e picked up fro1n her father John Van 

eter. Th 111aL and Elizabeth hepherd thi~ year al o became the proud 
pare11t or· a tit'th n, th eighth of their nine children· they named him 

b1·i1l1a111. braha1n ill becorne a alient figure in the hi tory of Terrapi11 
eek. 

l11 111 apacity no a~ a Ju tic ot' Fred 1·ick County Tho1na\ 
\ ari11g n took , ral depo ition regarding th g1·anting of land by the 
airt'a land ffi 'e ( cKa , 195 l . 
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1755 - Title problems continued to plague many settlers in the area. For 
example, 100 acre of Thomas Swearingen's 222 acres near Scrabble 
were bought and sold several times by other parties who had bought it 
from Jo eph Mount , even though J. Poulson had sold all 222 acres in 
1748 to Swearingen (Frederick Cty VA DB 4, p. 190 and 193). It's 
unknown if Swearingen knew about this at the time. Thomas Swearingen 
al o received official sanction from the Virginia Council to operate a 
Ferry ''ft·om the land of Thomas Swea,,.inge11 in the courity of F,·ede,-i ck, 
O\'e1· Potomac'k Rii1e1·, to the land opposite thereto in the p1·ovi11ce of 
Ma1·),fa11d'' just north of the land owned and being developed by the 
Shepherds as a new town· this area also became known a Swearingen's 
Ferry at the time - distinguishing this river crossing from Harper's Ferry, 
which was down the 1iver a few miles, and Watkin's Ferry to the north. 
Thomas wottld be remembered ever after a ''Thomas of the Ferry''. The 
regulation of ferries in Virginia was controlled at the Virginia Assembly, 
meaning Thomas had to get a bill passed in the Virginia A sembly before 
ferry operations could begin. Ferries in Maryland, on the othe1 .. hand, 
were either sponsored by the county (the ferryman was a salaried county 
employee), or unregulated private enterprise until a ferry regulation law 
was passed in 1781, meaning that Thomas Swearingen did not have to get 
a sepa1·ate license from the colonial authorities in Maryland. The growing 
little community near Pack Horse Ford (i.e. the Shepherds) agreed to 
maintain a road from the town to the ferry landing near the present-day 
Bellevue property, while Marylanders built a road along the route through 
present-day Boonsboro and Sharpsburg to the ferry landing on the 
Maryland side of the Potomac. Thomas charged three pence per per on, 
and an additional three pence per horse. In hi first year of operation he 
ferried General Edward Braddock and part of his military force across the 
river on their ill-fated expedition to fight the French and Indians near the 
site of present-day Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Maryland Governor Horatio 
Sharpe namesake of Sharpsburg, accompanied the expedition, and later 
reported paying ''to Thon1as Swea,~ingen on Potomac Jo,,. fe,·,·iage of 
Ge11e1·a/ B,,.addoc·k pa,·ty and gua,·d £8.2.0'' (Green and Hahn, Ferry Hill 
Plantation Journal). Thomas Swearingen Jr. is mentioned as a Captain of 
a militia company at this time, as was his father Thomas and later hi 
uncle Van Swearingen (Chalkley, v.2, p.503). 

Thomas Swearingen ' s ferry landing on the Virginia ide of the river 
presented no problem because it was located on his own prope1·ty. The 
ferry landing on the oppo ite side, though, was an issue because the 
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propert as Ov\ ned at fir t by hi neigl1bor·. i11 Virginia. Directly aero · 
the river fro111 hi<; irginit1 property wa~ the black wa1nt1t tree dividing 
th propcrt)' k110~ 11 a\ Pell Mell .. then ow11ed by the hepherd f·amily~ 
frc.1111 the prope1·t called purgi11 ~, Lot, owned by Willia1n purgin part 
ot· ,1 larger t1·act called Antietam Botton1. ~1earingen cho e to land the 
r·e11· on the dovln trcarn ~ide of the black walnut on purgin' property 
whicl1 \ee111 not to ha e bothered pL1rgin ~ince he old the 50 acre 
proiJert to \\earingen tl11·ee ear late,· (Fred. Cty Md DB F p. 504). 
Tl1e l1epl1erd ~ 011 the othe1· hand, later , eem to \ eriou ·Iy que. tion the 
propc1·t1 bot111da1·y bet\ een the 1~er1~y landing and Pell Mell and claimed 
tl1,1t the weari11gen. were u i11g the wrong walnut tree a a bou11da1·y 
111Llfkl,;r. 11d . o the co11trove14

\ y begin ~. 
111 Jant1a1'" of 1755, Mar land~s Gover11or harpe traveled the Potomac 

Ri r i11 a 'irnall boat fro1n tip tream near pre .. ent-day Ct1mberland to 
tid wat r at Geo14 geto n i11 order to a, . e. , what wo1·k needed to be done 
to n1ake the river n1or 11 .. l\,'igable fo1· boat. floating military equipment 
and f .. 11·n1 product ~. Baltimo1·e 111e1·chants te11ded to balk at any , cheme to 
pr mot Poton1ac Ri\1er cornmerce, preferring that good. move through 
their 0Vv11 port~~ .~ o the le,1d for de lopment of the Potomac River wa, 
cL1rri d 011 b irgi nia 1nercantile inte1· t ·, mo, t notably a yo ting George 

a l1ington who had been on hi own in ~pection tour of the Poton1ac in 
t1gt1 . t <)f~ that ar (Hahn, 19 4 ). The wearingen ~ were likely t1si11g the 

Poto111ac to tr,1n . por·t flot1r .. tobacco wheat and variou ~ oth r goods to the 
gr·o\\ i11g 111arket do\\ 11 . tream in le andria and Georgetowr1. They 

ere 110 clot1bt \1er f,1milia1· \\1ith the impa . able Great Fall~ and Little 
,:111 ,ind other r1a\1igatior1 l1azard .. on the lower Potomac because they 

h,td gr w11 tip near th Fall Line, ,1nd ~ till had relative Ii ing there. Their 
f,1r111 prodL1 t\ \~/ere likel)' of·floaded abo e G1·eat F,111 and then loaded 
0I1to v..1<1go11 1·c)r lran port to tl1 d \'elopi11g hipping port~ on the tidal 
~ecti 0 11 o t~ tl1 ri ve1~. 

1756 - an \ e,11·i11g n purcha. d fro111 P ter Beller 317 acre~ of the 
o r1 ~ i 11 '"1 l Po ti l ~ o 11 1 o u 11 t. ~1 n d Jo 11 . pate 11 t for £ 1 3 5 ( FC DB 4, p. 1 2 I ) . 

·o\\' lie Cll'f'ici,1ll o ned the pringwoc)d tract, \~.1hich wa. jt1st north ot· 
tl1e ,1irf,1 • gr,111t he h,ld purcl1a ed . e\ ral ) ear ~ before. Pete1· Beller n1ay 
ha\ t:: bee11 t1·)1 ing to e. cLtpe all the trouble~ with title 011 Terr,1pi 11 eek -
inclt1cling \\1,1iti11g f'or the ""111fant i1n111on to ign a rele't c v.he11 he 
rcacl1ed tl1e ag of 111,1jorit)' , th di"put between Hite a11d Fairt~ax on 
11eighboring l,1nd .. plu, there were ,1 lot <)f :l,1v ,111d l ,1 , e ow11er 1no\1i11g 
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into the neighborhood which Ger1r1an Protestants generally objected to. 
Beller also gave Van Swearingen power of attorney to deal with any 
problems arising from this sale and young Simmons (FCDB 4, p.123). 
Apparently none of these problems dissuaded his neighbor Van 
Swearingen who wa a slave owner and may have been a distant relative 
of Simmons (Van's cousin and si ter-in-law Elizabeth was married to 
another Jonathon Simmons, who died in 1761 in Prince George's County, 
MD). The Swearingen family al o had the experience of the past two 
generations that settled frontie1· lands of Maryland; they may have been 
more comfortable with the inevitable problems in a new country. For 
example, Van' uncle (and father-in-law) had settled on a piece of 
property in Maryland about 5 mile north of Ten·apin Neck on St. James 
Run, built a house and other improvements, and then discovered omeone 
else (probably Lord Baltimore's 10,594 acre Conococheague Manor 
tract) had a prior claim - he had to settle for negotiating a lifetime lease 
for himself and his sons. 

Note that ome or all of the Springwood tract (now the eastern portion 
of NCTC) had been farmed by Europeans for more than 25 years before 
Van Swearingen acquired it officially, suggesting that reduced soil 
fertility may already have impacted the type of farming activities taking 
place on the new Swearingen plantation. 

1757 - Thomas Swearingen polled 270 votes to George Washington s 40 
votes fo1· a seat in the Virginia Hou e of Burgesses. His successful 
election meant that he, along with Hugh West, would repre ent Frederick 
County in the House sessions of March 25, 1756 April 30 1757 and 
March 30, 1758. His son, also named Thoma Swearingen, 22 years old 
and married to Mary Morgan, built a stone house next to his father's mill 
just west of present-day NCTC, which is still a private residence today. 
They had a son named Thomas (of course) that same year. 

17 58 - In September Van Swearingen purchased an adjacent 132 acres 
of the Poulson, Mounts and Jones patent for £70 'Pennsylvania money'' 
that eventually became RiverView Farm (FCDB 5 p. 187) and is now the 
western portion of NCTC; the boundaries were somewhat different than 
present. This was purchased from Joseph Poulson; there is no evidence 
that thi was later regranted by Fairfax, but like the adjacent Springwood 
parcel a patent from the 1730s already covered it. Van and hi brother 
Thomas together now owned several mile of contiguous waterfront on 
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tl1e Poto1n,1c adj,1c nt to T 1·rapi11 eek. Thoma wa likely the wealthie1· 
, 11d 11101· i11 flu ntial of the t'w o brother by tl1i time having acquired 
0\1er 16()0 acr ~ of la11cl 0 11 the Virginia ide of the river alone, in additio11 
to hi ~ propert i11 Mar land (where hi. ferry landed) and el '" ewhere. He 
w,1 tl1e elected repre. ntati fro1n Frederick County in the Virginia 
Hou\e of Bt1rge \e • a11d a captain in the local militia. He al o ow11ed a 
n1ill 11e,11· crabble (Jone. Mill , and owned the ferry bu. ine aero the 
Poton1ac Ri,1e1·. Hi~ fen·y alone had the potential to make him a wealthy 
m~1r1. 111 Fry and J ff'e1· on ~ map of Virginia for thi \. time period the 
Gr at Philadelphia Wago n Road i hown cros ing the Potomac at 

\.\ ear·ingen . Ferry. ttler f'a1nilie • and a orted traveler numbering in 
tl1e te11 ot· thoL1~and. forrn d a ~teady proce ion ot1th over thi road at 
th ti1ne. Relati\'ely low land price in the Carolina attracted newly­
arri\1cd irnrnigrant .. as well a , many ettler from the more northern 
colonie~. It ha bee11 d . cribed as the mo'- t heavily traveled road in all 

n1 rica at th tin1e. wjth pe1·hap .. 1nore traffic than all the other main 
road<., together (Rou~e 1995). ome of the e ettler , of cour ·e, cho e to 
cro tl1 Poton1ac f ti rt her north at Watkin .. Ferry e tabli hed by the 

irgir1ia H u e of Bu1·ge~. e" Oct 9 .. 1744 at the ite of pre nt-day 
illia111" port a11d they could cro . at ariou ford when the water wa 

lO'A' enough, but th wearingen ferry no doubt did a con ide1~able 
buL i11 ~~- Harp rs F rry .. a f w ri ver 1nil s to the outh would be 
e lc.1bl1\hed ffi iall a ~ w yea1· lat r in 176 1. Tra eler in Virginia at 
thi: ti1ne could e nerally b g or barter 1neal , lodging and other need 
but i1' they wanted to cro . the ri ver without getting wet they generally 
h,1d to p,l)' ca h. bu~y f err ope1·ator therefore could expect to acquire 
bag of '(>in th'll other bu ine~ e and individt1al wot1ld of cour e, 
CO\ Ct. 

Tl10111a \ eari 11gen wa later d . cribed by George Wa~ hington '•aL\, a 
111c,11 (Jj .. g 1·ec1t li 'eir:l1t i1 it/1 1/1e 111ec111e1· c·la .. <;s of· /JeO/J/e, a11d Sltpposec/ /J)l 

tl1t' 111 l<J JJOs.,e .. .. ~ e.\te11 .. \,i, e k1101,1 ·/eclRe'' (noted in weari ngen genealogical 
f'il , B 11 Bo d Hou~ e)~ tl1ough thi. 111a hav' b en political rhetoric and 
it hould b re111 n1b red that Georg Wa. l1i11gton a~ a yot111g man had 
t1I o del cribed th ettl 1· of the henandoah Valley a, a ··1Ja1·c·e/ of 
/Jc11·/Jc11·ic111s·· (Bro\ n .. I 965). Lord Fairfa in a lette14 to Wa~hington also 

pr ~ e d h i ~ I e.. -t 11 an-en th u i a tic opinion or· Tho 1n a wearing en ' . 
ha11dlir1g of 111iliti,1 111atter dt11·ing the re11ch and l11dian War b writing 
··1 ,, e r11·i11 1e11] l1<1s c1/i, c,., .. \. c/011e e, e 1·.,·tl1i11(f? i11 l1i.,;; JJ(>i1 e,· to <Jc·c·c, .. ,, i o 11 

·(;1ift,~ i {J 11 ij' l1i .. c1cl, ·i ·e 1,·c, l.~ 11o t 1c1ke 11 i11 e , e1·_,1l1i11 ) •• (Bro 11. 1965). The 
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Swearingen' s militia company at least had strict requirements for 
attendance: ''At a Court Ma,·tial heldfo,· F,,.ederick County on F,yday the 
27tli Octobe,-- 1758 Orde,,.ed that Joshua Hedges of the Compa11y 
commanded by Captain Thomas Svi,ea1·inge11 be fi11ed 10 shillings for· 
absenting hin1self fi·on1 One Ge11e1·al Muste,· withi11 a twelve n1onths this 
last past'' (Hedges family genealogy forum entry). 

George Washington again ran for election for a seat in the Virginia 
House of Burgesses - in absentia because of military duties during the 
ho tilitie with the French (which he had helped instigate). Necessarily 
this time he had the campaign handled by friends. He defeated Thoma 
Swearingen by being much in the news with his military exploits and was 
pe1·haps aided by providing about a quart and a half of liquor per voter at 
the polls (Couper, 1952). Locals Thomas Shepherd and his son David 
preferred not to back their close neighbor Thomas of the Ferry, and 
instead voted for Wa hington (Smyth, 1909). Washington would now 
represent the ''parcel of barbarians'' at the Virginia Assembly. The war 
with the natives was still very much a concern for residents of the 
Shenandoah Valley. George Washington received a letter in July this 
year from Joist Hite's son John addressed to ''Co//<~. Geo,-ge Wasenton: 
.. . Ou,· Inhabitants is all Fled ... and we a,·e Ge11e1Aally i12 G,·eat Fai,· of the 
E11emy upon us'' (S. M. Hamilton [ed.] Letters to Washington, in Jones 
et. al 1979). 

17 5 9 - Van Swearingen bui 1 t a large, fine stone house on the 
Springwood tract, which included a fireplace in every room (several with 
beautiful surrounds) and such architectural details as marble hearthstones, 
wood moldings and other fine details - by no means a small, rough cabin 
like many of hi neighbors lived in. The pre ent house on the site, the 
private residence of Mrs. Hendrix, includes everal later additions. 
Despite the French and Indian War, or perhap because of the war and the 
profits that could be made, the latter half of the 1750s must have been 
flush times for the Swearingen clan, a Van, Thomas Sr and Thomas Jr 
were all able to complete fairly large new stone homes near the Potomac. 
Many British colonists in the Tidewater country at the time avoided 
bt1ilding brick or stone homes because of a deep-rooted fear that they 
were unhealthy (Wiencek 1988, p.8), so the Swearingen's choice of 
building materials may have been noteworthy at the time, at lea t among 
the British crowd. Their Dutch heritage and Gennan neighbors, as well 
as the assuredly unhealthy pyrhic habit of marauding natives during the 
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011going war, and li111estone rock lying readily at hand in their field 1nay 
l1av e all been factor , in their deci ion to u e tone. 

B thi\ tiine tobacco had ta1·t d to .. tagnate a the 1najor ca h crop 
fron1 irginia a wheat and other cer a] grain. becarne i11crea i11gly 111ore 
,lttr,;1cti e for export. Dema11d f'or wheat and flour in the We t I11die and 
southe1·11 t1rope provided a r ady market fo1· American g1·ain. de ·pite the 

or11 La\\~ that di . allowed importatio11 of grai n .. into Great Britain. 
irgin1a ha~ been de~cribed a. the p1·emier expo1ier of India11 corn by the 

thi1·d qt1arte1· of the eighteenth century. The growing of grain, rather than 
tobacco al l o l1ad tl1e effect of facilitati11g the e tabli 'hment of town. 
1· ,1 t l1 er t l1 a 11 plant at i o 11 . be ca u e of a 11 the .. e rv ice required to p I ant, 
h,11·v \l, mill, barrel, bake, and tran .. port the grains (Siener 1985). 
Tobacco i ,. me11tio11ed a .. late a .. 1788 a a crop g1·own by the 

vlearingen , but record . indicate they were growing a ignificant 
an1ount of .. \\ 11 at and other grain for market a well during thi~ time 
period. 

1760 - o 1nt1ch for the big new home on Thoma Swearingen ~ ferry 
prop rt)' . Jt1ne of 1760 1na1·k. the death of Van brothe1· Thoma. of the 

en· , 52-yeai·-old patriarch of a large family (hi . will wa. 'igned 4 April 
176(), pro,1ed June 1760, t1gge. ting an illne [Fred. Cty Courthouse, 

i11cl1e"-.t r ]). Thoma left behind a wife and 9 children, five of them 
15 e,1rs c)ld r } ounger: their uncle Van likely helped rai~e and upport 
th e childre11, i11cluding a boy who wa later known to on1e a Yan 

v. a1· i11g 11 Ju11ior, though he wa~ actually Col. Van Swearingen, 
11cphe\\1

• Land n ar crabble were willed to Thoma ' . on " mo tly to 
Tl10111a , Jr. (a.k.a. Major Thon1a wearingen) who continued to operate 
the 111111 ith l1i~ br·other nd1·ew. Major Tho1na\'~ on Thomas (b. 
I 7 5 7 , w i t 11 11 i l i f'e Ma 1· g er , would e \1 en tu a 11 y I a y o tit a town t l1 e y 

11 cl 111 c d • ~ H a rd ~ c r· ab b I e,' i n the vi c i n i t y of the 111 i 11 .. which h a been 
l101·t 11ed to , .. crabble'' - the 1na)1 l1a\·e been trying to develop a town 

like their 11eighbor the hepherd . The f'e1Ty op ration wa~ left to son 
Ber1011i .. alo11g ith the plant,1tion on the Maryland ide of the ri e1·. The 
'lCtl1al ope1·atio11 of the ferr)' v. a. undertaken b his broth r Major Tho1nc1\ 
for 0111 ti111e .. a~ B 11011i wa onl)-1 5 )'ears old at the ti111e of hi , fathe1·' \ 
de,1th. (It' unclear 11 n Tho1na\ a tually b carne a Major pe1·hap r1ot 
until tl1e R \ c))utio11a1y a1·~ but it will be U\ d here to di tingui h hirn 
1·1·0111 the oth r Tho1na~ , ea1~ing n around at tl1e time). 

1. an \Vea1·i11gen fi11ally r c ived two grants from Fairfax that had 
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been surveyed some years earlier, one of them the 321 acres near his 
original home tract and his brother's ferry (now east of the Cre s Creek 
golf course). The other was the 200-acre tract next door on Terrapin 
Neck, which seemed a safe bet after 24 years of being unclaimed by the 
Brownings. Little did he know. 

Van Swearingen' neighbor and cousin William Chapline, who had 
bought the old York place out on the end of Terrapin Neck seven years 
earlier, died this year as well. His estate, including the neck of land 
where the Steamboat Run subdivision is today, was divided among his 
several children, with on Benjamin inheriting the Terrapin Neck 
property. 

British military victories in Canada resulted in a change of colonial 
administration of that huge area to the north, putting an end to the fo1·111al 
military hostilities between the two European powers in America for the 
time being. The French were no longer sending large groups of soldiers 
and natives to attack the colonies in the mid-Atlantic region, but 
nonethele the western periphery of the colonies remained a dangerous 
place to live for several generations of settlers. Because of their military 
service, the Swearingens would eventually be eligible for land grants in 
the territory west of the Appalachian mountains in what became known 
as the state of Kentucky. But the remoteness and continual danger from 
Indian attack as well as British treaties allowing the land to remain with 
the Cherokees, kept Virginia's surveying parties who were responsible 
for recording the new military land grant boundaries from carrying out 
their surveys in the Bluegrass region for more than a dozen years. The 
French may have been forced to give up their claim to the area, but the 
native inhabitant certainly had not and were more than willing to 
continue using violent means to make their point. 

By 1761 , Van Swearingen was Deputy of the King (Sheriff) and 
Colonel of the county militia, and seemed fairly well connected with 
policy makers in the colony. For example this year he received a letter 
from a politically active George Washington looking for support in his 
bid for re-election to the House of Burge ses (note that G.W. almost slept 
here) : 

M,·. Stogden' s 
Ma_v 15, 1761 
Dea,· Si,·: 

At the Coc·k figl1t on Satu,,.day last I p1·on1is' d to be at a Weddi11g at 
Mendenhall' s Mill yeste,·day, whic·h togethe,· with a,i Affai,· tl1at I had to 
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111·e, e11ted 111_\ 1aki11l~ /1e11/1e1·ds Tovt '11 a11d ) 'O Lt1· Ho1t .. ')e i11 rJl)' i1 G}', / i11te11d 

1/11 \ clc1_,. l<J /JCJ ss a/c;11g t/1(' 01·1}1 M oz,111tc1i11, c111cl to n101·1·ovi ' atte11d a 

Me£'ti11 lf!, c11 Mc Gill.\' rJ11 tlze C11,11be1·/a11d Roacl a11cl f1·on1 t/1e11c·e to 

¾1111( ·/1e.ste1· i11 01·lll'I. to i1 1c1it 111_\' c/00111 011 Mo11cla)1
• I l1ai1e n1ade a )11 .. 'it a1zd 

1;1·r;1;e1· 11.,c) of tl1e /1 1(·/<J • cl c111cl c1.s I lzall JJ1·ett), 11ea1· fi11is/1 nl)' To111· to cla.,,i, 

I \C' 11tl t(J .\'<Jtl, r/1(1, .. _\'(J LJ 111a_,,, (f _\'{JLJ t/1i11k it e_\/Jeclie11t, c·on1n11111ic·ate t/1e 

c·o111e11t.\' to _\'<J111· ei\gl1/JrJ1·.') c111cl F1·ie11ds, CcJ/. 1.SteJJJ1e11.s p1·oc·eedi11(.f?, .. i a 

111t1tre1· of tl1e ,~1·ec1te.\·t c1111c1:e111c.,,11 to n1e. I Jzai·e c·<J111e c1c·1·os·.\ s1t11cl1·}1 of J1is 

Ll'tre,·, cli,·el·tec/ to tl1e F1·ee/10/cle1·s vt ' l1e1·ei11 l1e injo1·n1s t/1en1 t/1at l1e 

CJL'(Jl titt(' CI l1i111.~elf rJf i1 /1c1t l\'CIS c·l1a1·f?ed to /1i111 i11 tl1e .. <;t1·eet/; cJf Wi11c·l1este1· 

\\' /1 ii<.) .,1rJ lt v1 1c.) ,·e JJ ,·e \ e, 1 t, a 11 cl ,f; oe s 011 to d 1·c11,i • C 01111Ja ,·i so11.) to p ,·oi·e /1 i .) 

/ 1111(J('e11c·e. 1-\ ·/1ic·/1 c11·e IJ:v 110 111ea11 c1p/J!ic·able lt11le.'). he /1ad c·o11ti11z1eci 

t/1e111. Ho1,,·e,,e,·. Hi c·<J11duc·t tl11·ol1Rl10L1t t/1e tt ' l10/e is ,·e,·), ob, ,iol1.\· to all 
i,,/1 (; i1 ·ill /;e c.·cJ11,·i11c·ed. h11t I ji·,1cl t/1e1·e a,·e .. onze tJ1at do 1101 C'l100 .. <;e to lzai·e 

rl1ei1· E}es OJJe11ecl. I lzoJJe n1.,\' I 11te1·est i11 }10111· eiltl1ho1·/1ood still . ta11cl • 

C:tJ<Jc/. llllll ti\ I l1a,·e tl1e lf?1·eate . t 1·ec1JrJ11 trJ beliei·e )'OLt c·a11 !Je 110 F1·ie11cl to 

c1 Pe,· 0 11 c;f· Colo. SteJJl1e,1s • P1·i11L·i1Jle..s· ; 1 l1ope, a11cl i11deecl 111c1ke 110 dozt/Jt 

rl1c1t _} Olt i, ill C'(J1111·i/J11te )'0111· ail/ toi.1 'c11·cf .. s·l1utti11l~ l1in1 CJltt of· tl1e Pzt!J/ic· 

11·11\t Ire L\ seeki11~, c·o11lcl Me,·c:e,·' ,~ F1·ie11cl a11d 111i11e /Je l1Lt1·1·ied i11 cit tlze 

.fi,·.~t of, r/1£' Poll it 111iltl1t /Je (111 c1cf, ,c111ta,f?,e, h11t a Sl1e1·(ff I k11oit' _yo11 c·a1111ot 

CJJJJJC'c11· i,1 t/1i.,·, 11rJ1· i1'0L1lcl I /J_)' a11)' 111ea11 J1c1i'e ) 'CJlt clo c111_v tJ1i11l~ t/1at c·a11 

gi,,e \' {J clesil~11i11~ a Mc111 cl .. \ Colo. Step/1e11..s tl1e lec1.<;t t1·01J/Jle. (Doherty 
1972) 
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\ tar1 11a. be n cal l d King wearingen becau. e of hi position a a 
Ki11g~ . Dept1ty· he al~o held a po ition a. a vestryrnan in the politically­
i111po1·ta11t 11glican Church. The letter frorn car1didate Wa hington above 
is i11t rc')ting in that Wa hingto11 wa~ corresponding with the he1·iff the 
local of .. ficial charged \\ ith tl1e respo11 ibility for how a11d whe11 elections 
w 1· 11 Id~ inclt1ding whe11 to open and clo~e the poll . Wa hington 
learl11 \.\a\ ad, i~ing an on how to rt1n an electio11 that would give 

* ~<1tc L)l(). tcpl1e11 , a: the founder of 1art111 burg and er, ed v.·1th Wa\htngton a, a 
leadct i11 tl1e \, 1rgi111,1 Re1?:in1ent durir1g tl1e Frencl1 ,ind lnd1a11 War and under Vv cl'-ihtngton a", 
,1 (Je11cr~1l tll1ring tl1e Re,,olt1l1t>r1ar1, ar tcpl1cn·\ early 1n1litary career v.a often dogged 
b) Lt)11tro\ er ) o, er poor rec<)rd keeping. protiteer1ng ar1d in ubord1nat1on 111 part brought 
011 b)' tl1c conte111pt that Br1tt'-ih officer" i11 tl1c regular ar111) l1eld for n1il1tia officer\ tro111 the 
b,1L~k \\ ood\ l)I irgini,l. \V,1 h111gton c, c11tu,1ll> d1"n11'-i,cd hi111 dt1ring the Re, oltition. 
p,1rtl)' for trategic 111istakt;'-i 011 tile battlefield. f111d pf1rtl)1 for hi reput,1tion a a drunk At 
lCil._ l :<)r11c ot tcphen· 111en defended 111111 by claiming lie \\a n·t clD)' 1nore drt1r1k tha11 ar1 
c>f l1cer ought tl be tinder the circu111,tance ( ,cc ard. 19 9). tephen \\ a, , ery bitter a11d 
,,,rote d1"~1pprc vin!.!1)' of tl1c u11Qcntlc111,1nl)' language \\ c1,h1ngton u,cd tO\\ ard hi111 111 the 
heat or tl1e. I11()111Cnt . 
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Washington an edge. In those days vote were proclaimed by voice, 
rather than by secret ballot, it being considered a manly act to voice your 
opinion loudly and clearly in public. Washington was hoping that the 
polling procedure would allow his name to be proclaimed first by a 
succession of men, which hopefully would generate enthusiasm and lead 
the way for other undecided voters who were standing nearby imbibing 
alcoholic beverages. Of course we now know that he did win re-election 
to the Virginia House of Burgesses, perhaps with a little help from Sheriff 
Van Swearingen. (Sheriffs were only allowed a two-year ter1n of office, 
so this was not a position that Swearingen held for long, though he may 
have had other two-year te11r1s.) 

Joist Hite died in 1761, his lawsuit against the Fairfax Proprietary still 
unresolved. His heirs had no intention of letting the i sue go away 
quietly, though, since given the right circumstances there was still the 
possibility that those old surveys could yield a small fortune. 

17 62 - On the 6th of October Van Swearingen purchased the 334-acre 
Springwood tract again, this time from Jonathon Simmons, Jr. (Frederick 
County VA DB 7 p.56). The fo1·111er infant Jonathon Simmons would 
have turned 21 this year, finally ''of age'' to legally turn over his right to 
the property acquired after his father's death. Thomas Swearingen, Jr. 
bought a 100 acre property near Scrabble again (his father had first 
bought it in 1748) becau e of double titles from John and Mary Pearce 
(Frederick County Deed Book 7, p. 257). This now consolidated several 
miles of river frontage near Terrapin Neck between Van and his nephew 
Thomas. 

Thomas Shepherd, who had laid out town lots for sale more than a 
decade before, incorporated Mecklenberg thi year. He may have chosen 
the name Mecklenburg in honor of the new English Queen Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg, who had recently become the blu hing bride of King 
George the 3rd; (the town of Charlottesville, Virginia was incorporated 
the same day - Kenamond, 1963). The new name may have also been an 
effort on the part of the Shepherds to head off any tendency for people to 
call the town Swearingen's Ferry, since after all, this wa the Shepherd's 
little town. The little community included both German and Engli h 
schools for the children (Dandridge, 1910). 

Apparently the money that could be made from a ferry acros the river 
tempted another man to give it a try. An Act of the Virginia Assembly 
granted Thomas Shephe,~d the right to start a ferry service across the 
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Poton1ac (H ning tatute v8, p.164). hepherd apparently had avoided 
1nentioni11g th pro imity of~ the wearingen Ferry in hi petition perhap. 
t1· ing to take ad antage of the recent death of Thomas of the Ferry , 
\\1ho\e will had pecif.ied th ferry operation wa to go to hi 5-year-old 
·on Bcnoni. nf'ortunately for hepherd~ hi ferry Act wa , repealed by 
t 11 e ~ c r11 bl y a ear I ate r ·'he c· c1 1 t s e t J1 e s c, n1 e he i 11 g at a , , er· y s n1 a I I 

cliL\·tc111 c: e .f,·0111 c1 je,·,·>, al,·ead_, estc1blis/1 ecl f ,·om tl1e la11d of Tl1on1as 
l 11 ec11·i11~e11 cJ ,,e,· Poto111c1c· i11 Ma1·_vla11d' . Note that the Shepherd .. owned 
the adjacent ri er ide property up. tream and north of the Swearingen 
Ferry lc1ndi11g in Mc11·_, lc111d .. known a Pell Mell but did not yet officially 
o n l,1nd 011 the ri\erbank in Virginia and wot1ldn't t1ntil 1768. A land 
gr,111t in 176?, to one William Brown (it include · much of the north 'ide of 
the r,1 in through which p1·e~ent-day Prince treet traver e the lope 
t the pt1blic boat landing) mention~ a ferry landing at the ite but the 

h ph rds had not r c i\·ed a grant yet for title to the property. Exactly 
ho <)~ n d this fen· landing ite became quite a contentiou matter for a 

nt11nber of year·~. At any rate~ weari11gen heir would continue their 
lt1crati\ e f'e1·ry 1nonopoly for more than 60 year , though later legal 
battles \Vith tl1 hepherd clan fo1·ced an occa ·ional pau 'e. A will be 
~ en l,1t r i 11 thi '" n1ant1~cri pt~ the debate between the wearingen , and 

heph rd · 0\1er a f'erry carried on into the next generation- with 
reperct1\~io11." f'or Terrapin eek. 

1763 - Perhap ir1 an atte1npt to co er all contingencie Thoma 
\\

1ec.1ri11ge11 Jr appli d for and 1·ecei ed a 324-acre Fairfax grant for hi 
la11d. arou11d pr ent-da crabble. He now held title both via Fairfax 
a11d via th original Hite ~u1· y and King~ patent for Poul on Mount~ 
c111d Jone ~. He al~o own d a11 adja ent Fairfax g1·a11t ot' 155 acr s fro111 hi. 
1··1ther-~ ill. 

The King and h1 Pri,1 Council i11 ngland trying to a oid fur·ther 
,1nt·1goni~ 111_ and al~t) t live up to p1·01ni e made to the ativ'e~ living in 
the 01110 Ri\1er \1 ,111 ) du1~ing the recent war, forbid the American 
'0l011i t~ to take po~~c . io11 of land Vve t of" the lleghenie . Wealthier 

ireini,111 . .. who \.\1er looking for ard to th da when large tracts of 
land ot1ld be acqt1i1·ed to th Vve\t,. were contemptuou .. and critical of the 
Procl,1111atio11 Li11e. a11d re incen ed that they were being a ked to pa 
t,1 c to :uppo11 Briti h ~ oldiers that would prot ct the e Indian land\~ £1 

fa to1· tl1,lt loo111ed larg i11 tt1 v ntual dcci . ion to O\ erturn the exi<.,ting 
01·dt;r i 11 the upcoming 1nericar1 R \101 ution. Fo1· their part .. the Pri ,, 
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Council in Great Britain did not want to continue to pay for expensive 
military expeditions to rescue settlers and forts on the frontier. The 
colony of Virginia, nevertheless, had designs on the region known as 
Kentucky for use as payment to officers and soldiers for their service in 
the French and Indian War, and many wealthy prominent Virginians, 
including Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and James Madison 
were involved in various Kentucky land speculations in hopes of getting 
rich by selling tracts to settlers. Squatter and debtors fleeing their 
creditors were already flocking to the area, and the treaty, so galling to 
the land speculators whose success depended on a clear title, actually 
freed the squatters from the confining rules of the swarms of urveyors, 
land agent and other minor officials; they could rely on the old adage 
that ''possession is nine-tenths of the law'' and patiently wait for an 
opportunity to gain a patent, citing prior occupancy. (Holton, 1999). 

In a widespread uprising throughout the upper Great Lakes and Ohio 
River region, Native tribal warriors forced many of the recently-arrived 
British colonial soldiers to withdraw from the region, in a year of vicious 
fighting referred to as Pontiac's Rebellion; raids were conducted as far 
east as Winchester, Virginia. Virginia's frontier was under attack again, 
and the authorities were particularly worried about the natives and 
enslaved blacks joining forces against the white colonists. 

1764 - Van Swearingen bought lots 54 and 56 in Mecklenberg 
(Shepherdstown). He also received a Fairfax grant for 234 acres along 
both sides of Back Creek, we t of present-day Hedgesville. He and 2nd 
wife Priscilla eventually sold this to a Snodgrass in 1779, who opened the 
historic Snodgrass tavern on the site, favored by George Washington and 
others (BCDB 5, p.345, deed describes it as recorded in Book M, p. 314 
in the Proprietor's office a well). 

David Shepherd, son of the town founder, entered a law uit in a 
Maryland court to establish once and for all the boundaries of a piece of 
property he had inherited from hi mother across the river from the town, 
which was adjacent to and just upstream of the ferry landing in Mar·yland. 
This 162-acre property, referred to as ''Pell Mell'' wa initially surveyed 
for David's grandfather John Van Meter back in 1743, several year 
befo1·e he died. After John's death, title passed to his daughter Elizabeth, 
who in turn passed it to her on David (Smyth, 1909). The court 
appointed three neutral commissioners to referee the property boundary 
dispute and take testimony from witne ses. Whatever the source of the 
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dispL1te~ the originc.11 ~ur eyor, Jo eph Chapline (the founder of 
l1arp. burg) ,ind Jacob Van Meter re1nembered the location of the black 
al11ut tr e di iding the properties in Maryland a , being aho1'e the 

prc\er1t locatic)Il ot' the wearingen Ferry landing. They furthermore 
.. tated thc.1t tl1e rec1~011 the wal11ut tree in que tion wa not ~bounded'" or 
1narked ~1t the ti1ne wa. becaL1se John Van Meter had in tructed them 11ot 
to 111,t1·k it t1ntil the adj,1cent Antietam Botto1n , urvey line, were known. 
111 trying to e\tabli h thei1· own ferry at their town perhap the Shepherd. 
war1ted to t1· to e tend th ir Pell Mell property in Maryland down around 
the 1·i,1 r 111 ande1· a~ far a .. po ible in order to line up with land not 
,1lrc~ld) ovlned by tl1e wearingen. on the Virginia ·ide but th above 
rt1li11g r11 c1 ha\ e ~tymied their effort on iderably. Neverthele a year 
later 011 ugu L~ t 8" I 765 Da id hepherd and hi friend Hugh Stephenso11 
w r 1·ecorded ,1 gi\1ing bond to the King fo1~ the faithft1l keeping of the 

err 1·1·01n ~~tl1e 1,1nd of Tho111a hepherd at Mecklenburg to the oppo ite 
\hor in c11·y'land " i11 another atte1npt to acquire the right to the fen·y 
( red. o. ,l Order Book l 0 .. p.460 in myth 1909). The detailL are 
u r1 c 1 c ,tr.. but th i .. b t1 ~in e • ~ ~ee n1L to ha e been ho rt -1 iv e d a we 11. Per hap 
part )f. the proble1n ~a. the hepherds did not actually own any 
\i.1ater·f'ro11t prop rty on the Virginia shore a. y t but they were working 
011 it. gl,tnc at the legal de cription and map included on the old Hite 
~Lif\' e i11 i1·ginia fro111 1734 l1ow that the urveyor drew the ea te111 

bot111dar of tl1e hepherd patent ev'eral ht1ndred f~eet back from the 
1·i\er"\ edg ~ thi 111a ha\1e been a deliberate omi ion by Thoma. 

h pl1ercl at th ti1ne in order to a oid ha\1ing to pay for teep and 1·ocky 
l,tnd. Bt1t b) tl1 1760 th bluff n xt to the river had beco1ne valuable 
e11ougl1 to the l1epher·d"~ to appl for a Fai1fax grant which wa~ fi11ally 
i'- tied in 176 . illia111 Brown had al1·ead laid claim to a mall parcel 
on tl1e north \id of· the ra,1ine leadi11g to the river where Prince~ treet i .. 
toda)' , ·111d Ricl1ard orgar1 h Id titl to the re ·t of the ravine except for a 
L 111,111 liver at th ri\1erbank .. " o th new hepherd river ide grant had to 
be loc,1t cl down trcan1 of Brown below the mot1th of .. the creek. 

1766 - r1otl1 r lo in th \\.e,1ringe11 r·,11nil_ - an wearingen" fir~t 
\ 1i fe ,1r,1h di d" 44 ye,lr\ Id· their }'0tingc t children ~'ere teenager~ at 
tl1e ti111 . H r burial , it i~ u11k110\v11 but it could ha\·e been at the new 

pri11g\\'Ol)d properly~ or \\'a .. per·hap 11 ,1r their old horne (they had liv d 
tl1erc abot1t 15 )'C'lf") in the pre."ent-da) Crc \ Cr ek ubdi\ i~ 1011 \\- here a 
daut?l1t 1- cll o likely \V<l. bttried. an t:\·entt1all)' (before 1779) re111arried 
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to a Priscilla Metcalf who may have already had a daughter named 
Peggy. (The Metcalf family also owned property on Terrapin Neck; 
Priscilla must have been quite a bit younger than Van, probably closer to 
the age of his children). 

1768 - In October Col. Van Swearingen bought two separate tracts of 
IO I acres and 63 acres near North Mountain and present-day 
Hedgesville, now in the western portion of Berkeley County (FCDB 13, 
p.1, 88) and over 12 miles west of Terrapin Neck. These parcels were 
both originally Kings Patents, and were also near his Fairfax grants. This 
continued a pattern een in his land acquisition strategy near Terrapin 
Neck, where he acquired land both by Fairfax grant, and within colonial 
Virginia patents (Kings patents). 

On January 15th, Thomas Shepherd received a Fairfax grant for a 
narrow strip of land bordering the Potomac, located just downstream of a 
ravine through which Princes Street now leads from the town to the 
river. The Shepherds now held title to horeline property on both ides of 
the river, like their neighbors to the north, the Swearingens. 
Unfortunately Pell Mell in Maryland was located around the corner 
several hundred meters upstream, and the property directly across the 
river from their new grant, part of the Antietam Bottom survey known as 
''Ea y Lot'', was still owned by a Levi Mills; no doubt the Shepherds 
were inquiring about purchasing this property, since it would give them a 
straight route aero s the river. Fortunately, and probably deliberately, 
their new narrow strip of a grant on the Virginia shore contained a very 
good site for a ferry landing at its northern tip. In fact a 1763 grant to a 
William Brown mentioned a ferry landing here, probably used by the 
Shepherds during their short-lived attempt to operate a ferry here in 
1762-63. So the Shepherds likely had earlier purchased a warrant from 
the Northern Neck Proprietary for thi narrow strip of land alongside the 
rive1·, but like so many others in the Proprietary, had to wait several years 
until 1768 before the grant was finally is ued. The comer between this 
Brown urvey and the new Shepherd grant was about to become 
embroiled in controversy: the Shepherds eem to have assumed that the 
Brown tract began at the river's edge, just above their landing near the 
mouth of the creek. The comer was actually a basswood tree about 60 
feet back from the river, leaving a narrow sliver of unclaimed land ju t 
upstream of the Shepherd ferry landing that still had acces to the ravine 
heading up into town. 
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Edita,·' s Note: F,·om its begi11nings at the end of the Civil Wa1· until its 
c· Io s u 1· e n i 11 et y ye a,. s late,., St o ,. e ,,. College played a c e 11 t ,. al ,. o le in 
Jeffe,,. .. '>011 County histo1·y. Its impo,·tance for the highe, .. education of 
J effe, .. so,1 Cou11ty Aft·ic·an Ame, .. icans has long been acknowledged, while 
the two c·ur, .. ent a,·ticles note the college's influence on county politics and 
the public ediLcation budget in Jeffe1·son County. Jan1es Beckman 
e.:rplo,·es the fina11cial aid that Sto,·er College offe1·ed black cou11ty 
,·esidents /01· the pu,·chase of land in the dec~ades afte,· the Civil Wa,· and 
that aid' J, co11nec·tion to black male i'oting. Janies Tay/01·' s br·ief history 
of Page-Jackson High School demonstrates that the black l1igh school in 
Je.ffe,·son County was const,,.ucted afte1· Sto1·e1'" College shut down its 
seconda,y education program. The i11flue11ce of Sto,·er and the activities 
of its teachers 1·eached fa,,. beyond tlie campus into Jeffe1·son County in 
vi'ays t/1at are newly ,·esearc·hed and ways that 1·en1ain to be ,·esea,,.ched. 

Commencing in 1862, thousand of newly freed blacks fled to the 
lower Shenandoah Valley to towns and villages in Jefferson County in 
order to find federal protection again t Southern authorities, and to find 
gainful employment and su tenance behind Union lines. However, the 
migrating black population was de cribed as extremely impoveri bed, 
''huddled together with almost no where to live and nothing to live on."2 

In large part due to the massive influx of impoverished blacks, the town 
of Harpers Ferry for example, was referred to by a Freedmen's Bureau 

1 James Beckman i .. an As istant Professor of Law & Ju tice at the Univer ity of Tampa, in 
Tampa, Florida, and ha - lectured and publi hed exten ively on race relation . In 2001, 
Profes ·or Beckman wa , elected a an Arti t-in-Re idence at the Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park and re earched Storer College during hi .. Park residency. This article was 
partially facilitated through a Univer ity of Tampa National Alumni A .. ociation Faculty 
Re ·earch Grant. 

2 Letter from N.C. Brackett to Rev. Geo. Whipple, February 14, 1866, AMA MSS (H2-73), 
a quoted in Stealey, John Edmund III, 2002 (reprint of 1978 article), ''The Freedmen, s 
Bureau in West Virginia,'' Magazi11e of· t/1e J effe1·so11 Counf)1 Historic·a/ Soc·ief)1 , Volume 
LXVIII, December 2002, at 31. 
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off.icc1· ,1~ a ··,,e~t of' p,1uper . '' Yet, within ~e\'eral years of their a1Tival" 
111c111} of the e r1ewl f'reed b]ack citizen.· 'Are1·e buying l1ome and property 
ir1 Jef·t'c1·\011 ot1nt1. ~0111e pa ing hundreds of dollar~ for prop r·ty. For 
e c.1111ple" in Februar 1867, George L. Wea er, a 24 year old black 'farm 
labo1·c1·' ' Ii,1ing in Ha1·per\ Ferry,4 \.\1,1~ ,1ble to purcha e a n1iddle c]a 
ho111e <)11 r1ion trect i11 Boli ar" t·or 190.5 Where did Mr. Weaver~ and 
t)tl1er i111po\1eri~hed t"reed1ne11 like hi1n" obtain the funding to buy home .. 
i11 the ,tre,1·. s tl1i~ brief article will explain, thi5 qtie~ tion rnight .. till be 
largel)1 a rny~t 1·y today if not for a public di clo5ure by Storer College in 
I 8 9 7 , de I 1 11 e at i n g i t r o l e i n a.. i • ti n g bl a c k c i ti z e n i n p u r ch a i n g 
prope11y. 

O, er the ear. " there ha e been ~everal pt1blished article 011 tl1e t"ole 
of' l<)rcr o]lege in the education and advance1nent of f1·eedmen and 
\\ 0111e11 i11 Jeffe1·. or1 Cou11ty. torer College fir~t opened it door~ a a 
111i s io11ar . chool 6 in 1865. With the help of the 11orthern Freewill 
Bapti~t Ho111e Mi~~io11 ociet from Maine i11 conjunction with the 

reed111a11 ~ ~ Bureau 7 and the An1erican Mi ~ionary A 'Sociation, and with 
,1 1 ()~000 doni1tion fro1n northern philanth1·opi L t John Storer a11d 

r11atchi11g ft111d\ f'ro111 the Freedman s Bureau, Mr. and Mt" ~. Brackett 
c)pencd thi\ . chool in October, 1867" with nineteen earne~t students.''8 

-~ L .. t. . F. Higg t() laj. Gen John M ... chofield. February 2 . 1867. R eport\ of Operat1011 

Rece1\~d. "'1,ta11l 0 1111n1\ 1oner. a .. BRFAL. a~ c1uotcd 1n ·tealey. Jol1n Edmur1d III . 
... 0()_ (r")J)ri11t of 1978 article). ··T11e Freedn1cr1'"- Bureau in We\t V1rg1n1a." M<1~(1: 111e of 
1 lie ,I <ff(' 1·._\(JII 01111r_,, H,, t {Jr1<·c1 I .)r>c, erv. Vol u 111e L I II . Dect=tn ber 2002. at 3 l . 

•t CJe..: org ~ L .. \\'ea\'er bec,1111e a long-t1111e black re idenl of Jeffer,on Cou11t1. It\ ing i11 
Jt:l le1 ()11 ou11t)' u11t1I l11 deatl1 1n pr1I 1918 Fc11·111e1, 1(/\ <Jc,cite. ··George L. Wecl \ er. 
➔. Re pel·tc<l olclred ("1t11en Kno\,·11 ,l '"' ··Buck'' Die" at Home c)n LTn1on treer:· April 

_Q_ I() I 1. • ,tr. \\ e,1ver 1 .. ~ I I ted a, being 27 ) c,lr\ old ,1nd d ··farn1 laborer·· in the 18 70 
C .. er1 ti I-le 1 111cnt1c)ned in an ed1tor1al i11 the ~JJ1r11 rJJ.l effe1·.\r)11 d\ being a ··Harper FeIT} 
Nt:gro:· ce td1torit1I. 'cpter11ber 24. I 67. •• ew England 1eanne ~ ... in .SJJ11·it (Jj 

.l efjer.,011. 

• I ccd fr()111 c.1111ucl V.B \tridcr l<) Ge<)rge L. Wea\1er, dated Febru,1r\' 2. 1867. and ..... . 
r~cordc,i ::111(i <>n file ,ll tl1e Jet fer cJn Ct1u11t,y1 ourthot1 c. Cl1,trle" T0\\' 11, We\t Virginia. . ..... 

c") Tl1e cf1 >ol f1r,t oper[1ted frc 111 l (15-1867 ,1~ a n11\"lll)I1,Lf) ,chool run b)' the Freewill 
l3aptt t~. ,1long ,vitl1 "upp<)rt frc>n1 the Frced111en· Bureau. 111 1867. it 1nade the tr,1n\1t10 11 

t ,1 J)Cr111,1nel1t ,c11oc)) t >r bl,1ck 111 H ,trper"' ~CIT)' r1 ex 'cller1t re\ou1cc 011 the \Choc)l.\ 

lJ)er,1tion dt1r1ng tl 111< . l l;,1rl1e t ) 'Car~. f10111 l 65-1866. t"i Re1ll)'. Wc1~11c E .. editor. 

, c11· 1/1 .l 111e Fo re,·. l ,f1(1cl1e1· oj rl1e f ~r<1 etl111e11. 1\ l)ia,·)' (111cl Letter.\·. Cl1arlc>tte,\1 illc. 
\ 1irgi11i,,: ni,1cr it)' J)rc , of irginia 1990). 

7 B cck111,111 J ~1111e \ . '·r· reedn1cr1 ·, B t1re~1u ... i11 1\fft 1·111c11 ;, ,e 1\ t·r io11, 1\11 E I1c)1L·l(J/Jetlit1. ed 1 tcd 
b~, J ,1111e . 13cck111an. \ 1o lt1111t; I . pp. 414-419. v c,tport. T and Lt)ndc)n, England: 
Gree Il\\'Ood Pre, . _QQ4 . 

. G. \V )Od <>11, ··Earl) cgrc> l:dtt atio11 i11 \\ e l irgir1ia:· Tl1<' .l o11r11c1I of 1 e~1·0 

li<l11c(1tio11. olt1111e 27. (). . p,1gc, 23-6_ \,,ith qu<>te appc~1ri11g on page ~5) (J,1n. 192_). 
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The intention was to move from a missionary school operating at the 
elementary level to a normal school with a college curriculum. The 
chool ultimately received its educational charter from the State of West 

Virginia in 1868,9 as an ''institution of learning for education of youth, 
without distinction of race or color," and with ''power to confer such 
degrees as are usually conferred by colleges and universities.' Despite the 
race neutral language in the charter, the school would cater to only black 
students, as the 1872 West Virginia Con titution (Article XII, Sec. 8 
[repealed November 8, 1994]) expressly required separate schools for 
white and black student . 

With the donation of several large abandoned federal government 
buildings in the Camp Hill area of Harpers Ferry in December 1869, the 
fledgling institution 's roots took hold in the rocky terrain of the hill 
overlooking the town that witnessed John Brown's strike at the institution 
of slavery in 1859. Like many other historically black colleges which 
sprang up throughout the United States following the Civil War, 10 

however, Storer College started out as a ''college'' in name only. The 
school spent its early for·rnative years teaching the rudiments of reading 
and writing and instilling the basics of learning (spelling, writing and 
arithmetic), as well as industrial kills (e.g., carpentry) and domestic 
related skill s (e .g. , cooking and sewing). 1 1 The focus on teaching 
industrial and domestic related skill certainly, over time, led to an 
advancement of the black community, and indirectly allowed blacks to 
become sufficiently economically self-sustaining to purchase real estate 
in Jefferson County. However, this proces of economic elevation took 
time. 1 2 

For readers intere ted in pur uing the general history of Storer 

9 Acts of West Virginia Legi lature (6th Se sion) Chapter 117 March 3, 1868, page l 06-
107. 

1 
<) Russ, Robert A., ~'Historically Black Colleges and Universitie '' in Affi,·mative Ac·tio11, A11 

E11c·}'c·lopeclia, edited by James A. Beckman, Volume I, pp. 478-485, We tport, CT and 
London, England: Greenwood Pre s, 2004. 

1 1 This is reflected in co1nment made by member of the school board in 1870: t' It is the 
design that this in titution shall ultimately become a College, and to thi end, a charter 
granting fu ll College powers has been obtained. It will, however, be run for the pre ent a 
a Normal School or Academy, a it is believed that in thi way it will be t meet the want 
of the colored people for whose benefit it i e pecially designed.'' Gordon, Vivian 
Verdell, ''A Hi~ tory of Storer College, Harpers Ferry, W.Va." Joi11·,1al of Neg,·o Edi1c'atio11 
30 (Fall 1961 ): 445-449 (with quote appearing on page 446). 

1 2 The theory of black education that focused more on indu trial and domestic kill than 
academic courses i largely attributed to Booker T. Washington and wa later criticized by 
W.E.B. DuBoi and others. 



Jelft:r"(1n C)l1nly J11 ,l<)rica) 'c)ciety 83 

o]leg , . 01ne of tl1e 111ore pro1ninent wo1·k publi. hed on the college i 
r t·er 11 c d b low.' - Howe\'er, little ha, been written on the othe1-- roles 
tl1~1t tore1· oil ge played in el ating the living condition and Ji ve. of 
.. orn of· the black resident. of J ffer, on County in the year fa llowing the 

i i l ar. 0 1· ample, in the fir t e eral year of operation, torer 
oll ge not onl op n d its door .. to tudent for learning but provided 

clothing 14 temporar room and board, and other nece . itie , for tudent • 
v., ho lacked the~e r ~ourc . Much of the pirit of philanthropy at torer 

o 11 e g e i n the t· i r .. , t ha l f c n tu r y can be traced to the i n. tr u n1 en ta I 
1 ade1·. hip of one of the chief founder .. of torer College the Reverend 

athan ot1k Brackett. 
Re er nd Brackett . er ed a Pri11cipal and Pre ident of torer College 

1·r·o1n it~ fot1ndi11g in 1867 until 1899 when he handed the pre idency of 
th cl1ool ,,er to another f a1noL1 figur in the chool hi tOI)' Henry 

,1 Don,1ld. Br~1ckett ,1. born in Phillip Maine in 1836 and educated 
at the ai11e tate minary and at Dart1nouth College. Brackett came to 
th he11,111doal1 ,1lle) t'rom Maine dt1ring the Civil War. He .. erved a , a 
f'ield ag nt of th LT .. Chri L ti an Com111i ion attached to General 

her1dar1 ' ~ ,1 r111y at Winch t r Virginia. At the conclu ion of the Civil 
ar, B1·ack tt ~ rved a, Ltp rintendent of the Shenandoah MiL ion, and 

. c)ught to "'et tip n ()n11a l . chool~ for the newly freed black popu]ation at 
harle~ T()~ 11 , heph rd town Martin burg, and Harper .. Ferry. Brackett 

\\'a~ k c 11l)' i11tere~t d in local politic~ a~ well~ a 11d among other thing~. 
erved ,1 tVvo 1 ,lI~ app<.) inted term a. Cot1nty uperintendent of Free 

1 Int .. r,11 .. of ft1ll lenctl1 ,1rt1cle on, torer allege. the fc) l lo\\1r1g ,1rt1cle\ are reco111n1ended 
to a11)' re,1der \\ 1,t1111u Lo further pur tie the ge11er,1I hi\tOf)' of the in titu t1 on: Anthon). 
Kill~ J., f <>J"('1· <>lle~c. H c111Jc1 ·\. f ~c, ,·,·). \11. \ (I. A B1·1ef H1\ICJ1·1cl1l .St.etc 11. Bo')ton: 
\ 1 l) r n 1 11 g t ,l r Pu l) I 1 11 i n g H cJ u e. l 8 9 I : Gordon . i \ i a 11 c rd e 11. ··A H 1 tor) of to re r 
( .,t) lle~e. 1-l~trpl:r, Ferry'. v\1. ,1 ... ! 0 111·11c1/ of \ ' l 'f!. 1·0 Ecl11c·c1til,11 30 (f--,11 1 1961) : 4--t-5-449: 

1<>11g1n. lfrcd. ... ( oil ,ge 1n .. ecc,,1a: The E,trly Year~ of torer Col lege." i t ·e\·t 
\ l i1·<?i11i<1 rli.,·t (;1·.,. \ olur11c X X III. Jt1l ... I 96.._, pp. 263-26 . Ra,n1u en. Barbara. •• co-
1\boliti<>111 t and the l;ot111di11g of . torer ("ollt.:ge:· i\!la,ter\ The I\. Vve\t Yirg1n1a 

11i, r ._ it)'. I 9" 6 ( a ,,ai lab le for re, ie\v hoth at the l-l ,1rper, ferry l c1tio11al Par" \ er\ ice 
t\ lt1 cL1111/ r<.:111\ "· .. 1" \\1t;ll « 111 the Tt1t)mton Pcn1' re<.1.d1ng roo111 in the Charle, Tcl-wn 
J)ttl 11 libr,1r~'J; Ra,r11t1'-t\Ct1. Barbara.·· tXl)' Four Edited l .. etter of tl1c Founder, c)f torer 

o 11 eh e I c.1 , t c r. 1 11 e. 1 . \\ e t i r g i 11 i ,1 n 1 , c r • i t y ? l 9 6 ( a\' a i l ah 1 e for re\ 1 e 'A' i n the 
"ft1ortc 11 Pen·)' rc,1J111g ro J111 111 tl1e harlc Tc)\\1 11 public libr,lf)' : John c>n. 1 ,lf)' . •• r1 

·1: \ t.:r Prt' e11t 8c)n~ of 11tt11tion. • Tl1e Hey \\'ard l1cpard 1c111oriat : · ii c \I \1i1·g i11i<1 

If i .:10,·v. \ 1o lt1111e ... (). 1997, pp. 1- - 7: ~1n I F,1i1 burn. F:,. ·~ ·•Hi\tOr)' of the Le> k\\' OC)tl 

I 1(1U • ~. 1\1 , {!c1:i11e oj t J,,, .I eff e1· .. 5<J11 011111)1 H i .. \·t <J1·i(·{1 / .4 . .';cJci(1 ti 011 . Dcccn1be r 19611 pp. I I -
14. 

1 Reil)~,. \\1rt}'ne .. editor. St1rc1/1 .l c111e 1~--0.'iter. p~1gc 41 . 
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Schools ( 1869-1871). 
In the immediate years after the Civil War, the leadership of Storer 

College and particularly the Reverend Brackett deemed immediate and 
direct financial assistance necessary to aid the black community in legally 
obtaining property. Part of the motivation may have been to expedite the 
speed of political enfranchisement and social assimilation of the black 
community through property and homeownership, as may be deduced 
from r·elatively strong voteI· registration. Jefferson County had a large 
black vote, at least in relation to the percentage of black voters in other 
counties in the state. For example, of the fifty-three counties of West 
Virginia, Jefferson County was responsible for twenty percent of the total 
black vote in the state in 1870. In that election there were 2,849 black 
votes in We t Virginia and 581 were from Jefferson County. 15 Black 
voter registration remained strong into the early 1890s and newspaper 
articles at the time chronicled the assimilation of blacks into the fabric of 
Jefferson County society. However, more immediately, Storer College 
assi tance would ameliorate the effects of the harsh economic climate in 
Jefferson County in the years following the Civil War. Thus, the 
management of Storer went directly and silently about the business of 
lending money and deeding property to blacks in the community. Phrased 
another way, in addition to its primary objective of educating African­
Americans, the leaders of Storer College in its first several decades 
allocated, or re-channeled, institutional assets to assist newly freed 
citizens in achieving outright ownership of property in the communities in 
and around Harpers Ferry. 

The administration of the school officially acknowledged its role in 
assisting the black population in buying and owning homes in an article 
which appeared in the February 1897 issue of the college newspaper, the 
Sto14 e1· Rec.·o,·d. 16 In this article, the administration first acknowledged 
that ''though it is not the business of a school to furnish homes fo1· the 
people, the management of Storer College has from the first labored to 
encourage the people to become owners of real estate." However, as the 
article points out, the management of the college did more than passively 
encouraging blacks of the county to buy property. Rather, ''the Principal 
of the School has during the past thirty years, deeded property, ranging 

1 5 The next highe t county was Kanawha, with 363 voter . See Engle p. 165. 
1 c., Store,· Rec·o,·d, February 1897. Volume 14, Number 3, page 2. A copy of this particular 

issue of the Storer Record is available on Microfilm (Reel # 122, titled '·Storer Record'') at 
the Harpers Ferry National Park Service Mu~ eum in lower town . 
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i'ro111 011e-fot1rth of an acre to eight or nine acre. each.'' The~e propertie~ 
ere all deeded \~ ... in fee . imp le though a few of' them ha\'e . ince 

n1 rtg,1ged thei1· property to other partie , to get 1noney to build or enlarge 
their bL1ilding\_ ,~ 

111 all b it o n account torer College wa able to a~ i t 

,1ppro i1natel forty-two blacks in purcha ·ing property in Jeffer ~on 
aunt in the thirt ar5 followi11g the Civil War. Fortunately in 

,1ddition to tl1e acknowledgement, the 1897 article tated that 'it might 
interest \Otn of our reader~ to look o er a Ii t of the name of per ·on 
tl1,1t ere able to own property through the effo11 of torer College. The 
e ,1ct "pelling, abbr viation, and punctuation of the Ii t of name a it 
appcctred in the Sto,·e,· Rec·o,·c/ are 1·eproduced here a follow : 'Wm. B. 
Hill 11 n P. Dani l, Brown W. McDowell Harri on and Julia Robin on, 

.L., r·ranklin, Lizzi im , Tho1na Jeffer on T. . Blackbum Maggie 
n1ith, ar Toler, L. Denni , Ale . Freeman Geo. Weaver Hannah 

Bak111a11~ Baton Di on Thornton Reed Thoma John ~on, L.L. Page, 
Ba\il li11ton , Jeff. Pag , J.B. prigg. , H. Hatter Hunter Winter , Mr. 

trott1 r, .. Wainwright John Hamilton, We ley Gordon, Henry 
1·an , R. Hedg man Robert McDaniel, Edward Robin on Mr . Turner, 

Joh11 and Joanna dwL1rd. , Irene C. Di on Mary Taylor Harry John,~on, 
Pet r B ,11, Richard Beener and at lea t two other who. e name. are not 
at ha11d: ' 

Of' cour. e, it w,1 only . everal years earlier, in 1870 that the Fifteenth 
1n e 11 d 111 e 11 t to the . . Con ti tu ti on w a rat i f i e d . The Fi ft e en th 
111e11d1nent . pecified that ~~the right of' citizen, of the United tate to 

ot sl1all Il()t be denied or abridged b the United tate or by any tate 
o 11 a cc o tt 11 t of race, co 1 or, or pr i o u. condition of e rv it u de.', W hi 1 e 
V\1 t irginia did 11ot i1npo~ property 0~1 ne1· hip requirement a a 
n1c~1n to ircun1\ nt the right to vot u11d 1· the Fifteenth mend111 nt a 
\\1 ' l t h e p r a c t i i 11 m an o u t h er n , t a t e" , h o 1n e o w 11 e r . h i p w a 
r1 o 11 et 11 e I '" i 1n po rt ant i 11 g i i n g the b l a c k co 1n mu n i t y ~~a en s e o f' 

0 111111u11i t ,, 1 7 \\ ithin the large1· white population of We t Virginia and 
a i: ting in the ocial and political a \imilation proce of the black 

• 
.. () I11 £11 ll f1 l t y. 

\ 11 i I e : o 111 e \v 11 at p e c u l ~t t i one could 1· a~onabl aroL1e that e 

17 11glc. ·1cpl1en D .. '· Iounta1nec1 Rcco11\trt1ctio11: 81,ick ir1 tht.:: Pc,litical Recon tructic>n 
of \\ c l irgi11i,,:· "/ ./1eJ0 111·11c1/ l'.} 1\.,,g,·o H iJ·f (JI • .'' · <)I. 7 ... o. J (. ummer. 1993). pp. 137-
16 t c1t1ule appc,1ri11g on p,1ge 146 . 
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Brackett, in addition to ameliorating the harsh financial conditions and 
improving the plight of a few by homeownership, also had the goal of 
increasing the power of the black vote in the county. The historical 
record clearly indicates that Brackett was instrumental in organizing the 
black vote in Jefferson County, 1 8 was desc1ibed as ' a man with a white 
face and black principles," in a local newspaper article critical of him and 
even ran on the black-endorsed ticket for a position in the state legislature 
in 1870. When Brackett lost the race for the state legislature, one 
observer wrote in his diary that Brackett' s defeat ''has humbled the 
Negroe at Harper Ferry," and that ''there would have been no living 
[with] them if the Brackett ticket had triumphed." 19 

Further evidence to upport thi argument may be found in the voter 
registration rolls for Jefferson County. Of the forty names listed in the 
Sto,,.e,~ Reco,·d as receiving assi tance in buying homes, thirty of the 
individuals were male, and ten were female. Of the male individuals 
listed in the article, twenty20 are listed as being registe1·ed voters on the 
1892 Voter Registration Li t for Jefferson County, West Virginia. As 
women were not given the right to vote until the ratification of the 
Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, if one considers only the men on the list, 
sixty-six percent of those receiving a istance from Storer College are 
enfranchised registered voters in Jefferson County by the early 1890s. As 
further evidence of how p1 .. operty ownership and political activity are 
intertwined, many of the individuals (e.g. Hamilton Hatter, Thomas 
Johnson, William B. Hill , Edward Robin on, Har1·ison Robinson, et 
cete,·a) are also listed in articles in such local papeI·s as the F,·ee P,·ess 
and the Spi,·it of· Jeffe,·son in accounts of the political activities of these 
new enfranchised citizens, usually linked with the Republican party and 

1 8 Engle, p. 14 7 ('' ... because blacks were excluded from white social organization and 
politics within the local community. they became very active within their communities. 
George Thomp on and Alfred Wil on were among the more prominent black civic leader 
in organizing the black populous into a political coalition in the Eastern Panhandle. With 
the aid of local attorneys, Charle Davie , and Jame S. Lei enring, and Jeffer on County 
Superintendent of Free School Nathan Cook Brackett, black fo11r1ed Union League -- in 
the Eastern Panhandle,'). 

1 9 Engle~ p. 152. 
2

<) The individuals who were Ii, ted as registered voter .. on the 1892 Voter Regi tration List 
for Jefferson County, We t Virginia, are as follow : Wm. B. Hill~ Allen P. Daniel~ Brown 
W. McDowell~ Harrison Robinson; Thomas Jefferson; Luca .. Denni ; George Weaver; 
Thornton Reed; Thomas John on; Ba ii Clinton; Jefferson Page; Hatter Hamilton; John 
Strother~ John Han1ilton ; We ley Gordon· Henry Crane; Richard Hedgeman; Robert 
McDaniel~ John Edwards; and Harry Johnson. 
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tl\t1,1ll Vv 1tl1 . . Bra kett. 2 1 One of the i11dividual", Ha111ilton Hatter~ 
w,1s ve11 the i'ir" t black to recei e a regula1· part}' no1nination22 fo1· the 

e ~ t i r g i 11 i cl l g i s I at u re i 11 I 8 9 2 , which ca u .. e d a good degree of 
excitcrnent an1011g Republica11 and Republican pape1·s of We t Virginia 
,1t the tin1e.--~ Many of the other individual on the Ii t beca1ne ve1~y 
prodt1cti e and pron1inent educational leader.. and t acher.. in the year 
that r·o ll o'Aed. Hatter~ for example, was pro1ninent in We .. t Virginia 
JJo liti c ~ and a l\o ~er ed a a profe . or at Storer College and 
Pre~ident/Principal of' Bluefield tate College from 1895-1906.24 

Two fi11al point , &hould be mentioned. Fir~t many of the individual 
'A1ho 1·ccci ved the tl , i. ta11ce of· torer College in bt1ying property likely 
l1ad pre-e isting connection with the chool, or with the teacher and/or 
adn1ini. tratc) rs of the chool which prompted the aid or as i tance. For 
e a1nple, Maggie mith was Ii ted in the 1880 cen u. a, a dome ·tic 

r\ ant of le ander Morrill (a tru tee to torer College). Mary Tole14 

a Ii ted in the 1900 cen~u • a a cook at the Lockwood Hou. e Hotel, a 
boarder of P1~incipal H nry McD011ald, c:1nd according to he1· obitua1·y, one 
of t 11 e ear I i ', t en 1· o 11 e d tu den t . at tore r Co l l e g e and a Ion g ti 1n e 
do1ne. tic e111plo ee fo1· the chool. 25 John p1~iggs i __ Ii ted in the 1880 

-
1 ec. f<)r C\a111ple. )JJi1·it of .leffe, \tJ11 .. :V1a) 8. 1888. ~·Harper\ Ferry Republican Held 

\1ect1ng," [)<.tge 2 (recou11l1ng rneet1ng a11d l1 .. t1ng .C. Brackett and W1Jliam B. Hill a~ 
d~lcgale ). ,)JJ11·it r>f 1<1/t, <Jll. 1ay 3. 1892 ... Report on Republ ican Con\ent1on at 

<>t1rtl1c)tl ,e I .. a t . ,1turda). •• page 2 ( recounting 1neet1 ng and l 1 '>ling Hami lton Hatter 
l ··tt)l()rcd··) ,1 be111g elt: 'tcd ecrctar) of the 111eet1ng. a11d both Hatter and Edward 
Rl)bi11,or1 a~ being elected delegate, to ,tale cor1\ention ): ';p11·i1 of .. l effer 011, June 14. 
I 7 l) . • • R c p u b I 1 c ,l 11 o n \ e 11 t i o 11 : • ( rec o LI n t I n g [l t t e n d an c e of H arr 1 . on Robin \on ~1 t 

Lt)r1,,e11tion): \1i1· .. ~i111<1 f / ree P1·<1.\".\\ Jt1ne 18. l 870. ·'Republ1car1 Cot1nty on\ct1tio11." p,1ge 
1 (rt=cot1nting atte11dance of Harr1,011 Rc)bi11\0n at con\ent1on): S1J11·it {~/ ._/ efjer\011. Jul) 11. 
l _, 76. ··Rept1bli ca11 Cottnl) 0I1,cr1tIc)n Held t Harper Ferry." page 3 ( 111ention1ng 
Tl10111a. Jc>l1n,l>t1'" Jttcnd,111cc ,1t 1ncet1r1gJ: SJJirit r.J_f lifje, \{J11. May 4. 18 (). ··Jeffer\t)11 
("c)t111l)' Rcpubltc:,111 \ ·1et La,t .. att1rd,11 :· page 3 ( indic,1ti11g tl1at Tho111a, Jol1n,on wa~ 
elected a t)ne ot IO dclcg,1tc, to the ,t,1te con\ cnt1011). et C'(' /er<1 . 

2 See. ·· 1I,11111lton Hatter:· \\ie,t irg111i,1 Hi,tor1 Ce11tcr. at http.//\ \\' \l.'.W\CL1ltL1re.org/ 

l1i~lOf)1/hi~t~1111nc/11attcr.l1t111I (ac<:e ~d on cpter11bcr 15. 2004 
-- ~t:. for cxa111ple. '>JJi1·ir of .lejfer.,·011. October 4. I 892. •• ditc)rial ... page 2 (di cL1, c tl1e 

11or11i11,1tion of ··c l)orc.:d·~ llan1iltcJ11 H,1tter for tl1t: talc Legi,laturc. ,ind the rcst1lt1ng 
e, ite111l;tlt ,111d L011tro\1er ) re\lJlting fro111 tt11, non11nation); al lc o. SJJiri1 o.f .l,1J<' I ,011. 

()ct<Jher 4. I 9 ..... • ditori,.11.:· p,tg 2 <..11 cu ,e, Hatter· r1on1inatic)r1 to leg1,I,1tt1re a11d that 
Repttbl i ~111.: ol Kar1a \\1l1i1 fll c den )'i I1g no111111at 1t1n . 

-
4 

t. ··Btu field tate allege Pie 1dcnt~: Pri11cipal H ~1n1ilto11 Hatter I 95- I 906:· publi hed 
b)' Blttefield . t,1te C <>liege rchi\'C .. l)ep,1rtn1ent. at l1ttp://\,,,,,v.1.blt1efielJ tate.edt1 
l archi, ~ /\,,ch 1tt:/J1attcr.t1tr11 < JL~t·e, cd Scpter11ber 2 . _004 . 

- ~ ct: ()b1tuar1c . J[111t1tU)' 11 1917. F<11·111e1· (/, 1o cc1t(' . page 2. 



88 The Magazine of the 

census as being a school teacher and student of Reverend N.C. Brackett. 
Hunter Winters is listed in the 1920 census as living in Harpers Ferry and 
being employed as a college teacher presumably at Storer College. 

In fact, many of the individuals are listed in the various censuses 
between 1870 and 1920 as being students, teachers, or the parents of 
children who are ''attending school." George Weaver, mentioned at the 
beginning of this article, is listed alongside of Reverend Nathan Cook 
Brackett in an editorial which appeared in the Spi,,.it of Jefferson on 
September 24, 1867, entitled ''New England Meanness.'' In this editorial, 
this young black ''fa1·1r1 laborer'' was accused of attending secret meetings 
in Bolivar and Charles Town, in which the Reverend Nathan Cook 
Brackett was accused of attempting ''to array the negro race against the 
white.''26 While George Weaver never attended classes at Storer College 
(at least according to the early school records retained at the National 
Park Service in Harpers Ferry), the school records do indicate that several 
of George Weaver's children, while not ultimately earning a degree took 
classes at Storer in the years between the late 1860s and the late 1890s. 
Most of the other names on the list also had some sort of contact with the 
school and its leadership. Thus, again, for those doing modem research 
on a house originally belonging to one of these individuals, the 1897 
article is very important in not only establishing the financial assistance 
rendered by Storer College, but also in suggesting that the individuals 
who received the as istance of Storer College perhaps had deeper ties or 
connections to the leadership of Storer College, and/or the institution 
itself. 

Second, again for those doing re ear ch on particular houses or 
properties in Jefferson County, a review of property deeds alone might 
not reveal the role of Storer College in the transaction. In order to fully 
document the role of Storer College, in addition to this article and the 
property deeds, this author recommends that the researcher search the 
owners' names in the Virginia F,·ee P,·ess and the Spi,·it of Jefferson 
newspapers utilizing the West Virginia Explorer database composed and 
collected by William Theriault. Many of the owners' names are listed in 
one or both of the above paper (u ually in the l 870s-1880s time frame) 
in articles which describe the recording of property deeds. Many of these 

2 6 Editorial, September 24, 1867, ''New England Meanne s," Spi,·it of Jeffe,-s011. In general, 
there was considerable white ho tility to Storer College by the local press, especially 
during the era of Reconstruction when whites who supported black citizen hip were 
frequently accused of creating racial animosity. 
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'lrt ic I c~ Ii t th i 11di i dual receiving deeded property from , everal 
dif'f'e re11t po~\ible ource. , includir1g .C. Brackett, a trt1 tee of torer 

o 11 e g e ( f~o r exam p I c" . W . Lightner) , the ~ch o o 1 it , e If, or an o the 1· 
f' r1c.',111 111erican residing in town and aff'iliated with .C. Brackett. 
1·111ed with the February 1897 article in the torer Record, a re .. earcher 

re,1iewing these de d~ can now make ~en e of why .C. Brackett or· 
torer ollege wa\ in\'Olved in the tran action and refe1·enced in 01ne 

co11tex t in th property d edl and 1·ecords. 
Fi11c1lly .. in clo ing, th reader . hould note that many of the home, 

b ught or built by the abo e indi idual . till tand today i11 Jefferson 
CoL1nty. These hou e , are mo11ument , not only to the old individual 
ow11er , bt1t al o to the institution (and it. leader ~hip) that a ,. isted these 
indi\1idual~ in their ~truggle for equality and their fu11herance of their 
inalie11able rights of life liberty and pur uit of happine . in Jeffer on 

• • • ount)', e~t 1rg 1111a. 
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Page-Jackson High School 
Charles Town, WV 

James L. Taylor 

The first chool for Black students in Charles Town was established in 
1865 by the Freedman ' Bureau and was taught by women of the Freewill 
Baptist Home Mi sion Society from the north. That school was located 
on the corner of Liberty and Samuel Streets. Between 1868 and 1874, the 
Charles Town District Board of Education began free public education 
for Black students. They purchased a lot on Harewood Avenue, now 
Martin Luther King, Jr. A venue, and built a school there called the 
Charles Town Di trict Colored Graded School. The first teacher and 
principal appointed at this school was Mt·. Littleton L. Page. Later Mr. 
Philip Jack on, who had been teaching in Frederick Maryland, became 
Mr. Page s assistant. 

In 1897, the Charles Town District Board of Education built a new 
school on Eagle A venue. Mr. Page remained principal until hi death in 
1914, at which time Mr. Jackson was appointed principal. Because of the 
large enrollment at the school by 1929, the Board built another school. 
This chool was located on the comer of Harewood (Martin Luther King, 
Jr.) and Eagle Avenue. As with the earlier chool, it was intended to offer 
grades one through eight. 

When Principal Philip Jackson died in 1937, the Jefferson County 
Board of Education hired Mr. Donald Wingo as principal of that school. 
In the fall of 1937, when Mr. Wingo inherited the mantle of Principal 
Jackson, a new era for Eagle Avenue School began. In one short year, 
Mr. Wingo accomplished the Herculean task of reorganizing, 
departmentalizing, and grading the school. He beautified the lawn, laid a 
sidewalk to the front and ide of the building, secured a fifty-foot iron 
flag pole, installed play ground equipment, organized the Parent-Teacher 
Association, had furnishings made for the classrooms and office , and 
received the school' first state rating as a first class elementary chool. 

James L. Taylor i a Director of the Jefferson County Historical Society and the author of 
several work .. on African American hi tory in the region, including A Histo,·y of Blac·k 
EdL1c·c1ti(Jtl i11 J effer.<;<Jtl C 01111t)'. 
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Duri11g tl1i year, forty-two eightl1 grade pupil gradt1ated and wer 
looking f'orward to the e. tabli ~ hment of a high ~chool. Mr. Wingo~ 
par nt~, and tec1cherL pleaded with the 'Chool board to e tabli h a county 
high cl1ool t·or Black ~ tudent at the Eagle Avenue Elen1entary School. 
111 tl1e fall of 193 , Mr. Wingo re igned to become principal of Peabody 
High , cl1ool in Peter<.;burg~ Virginia. 

r. 0. M. te\\ard principal of ottoway Training High School at 
Bl,1ckstone~ Virginia . ucceeded Mr. Wingo. He found thirty pupil eager 
to bcgi11 high chool wo1·k but the ~chool board wa unable to fumi~h the 
nece\\tlr equipment or another teacher. He wa told that he could tart 
the high sch ol if he could find a way. To the everlasting credit of the 
teacher\ who took on ext1·a dutie~ the high ,chool wa tarted. 

Befo1·e 1938 the Jeffer on County Board of Education provided 
edt1c,1tion f'or Black ~tudent only up until the eighth grade. Tho 'e 
~tudent') ¼i\hing to cornplete high chool had to go to Storer College in 
orde1· to clo o. torer College wa e tabli hed in 1867 and wa the fir5t 
in\titt1tio11 of· l1igher learning for Black tt1dent not only in We t Virginia 
bt1t also i11 th outh. In the early year , Black tudent had to pay tuition 
to att 11d torer in ord r to get a high ~chool diploma Later, the tate 
b ga11 to pay tt1ition for tho~e student con1pleting eighth grade providing 
that the)' rnet the age r quirement and pa ed a competency te t. But in 
193 t rer allege clo ed do\\'Tn it eco11dary edt1cation divi ion and the 
st,1te becar11e re~pon~ible fo1· Black econdary education. Thi 
encour,1ged cooperation with tl1e efforts of parent~ and teacher at Eagle 

\ cnt1e ~cl1ool. 
l11 tl1c eco11d year of the high . chool~ the . chool board purcha ed 

11ece a1· cience equiprnent and book~ a11d m,1gazine for the lib1·ary. 
To gi e ,l e1nblance of' i11dt1 trial \\Ork~ the ba. ement of Mr . . Emma 

11 or t. ~ l1 o 111 e a rented. Pat r o 11 L a 11 d f'1-i end e qui pp e d i t and home 
econo1111c ~ a" taL1ght b a W .P. . teache1·. The old blacks1nith hop on 
the propert)' 'A'a 111ade comfortable and~ ~ ith tool donated by Mr. and 
1rs. illiam Pa 11 : the boy\ were taught woodwork by a W.P.A. 

tcacl1cr. 
1n,1 " n1eeti11g called b1 the Parent Teache1· A \Ociation had a it. 

Clt1tco111c tl1c dec1 ion to end a com111ittee to the ~chool board to reque t a 
ph)1 -- ic,11 ,1ddition to the ~ct1ool. The committee 'A-a courteouc:,ly recei\ ed 
a11cl t()ld that the bo,1rd \\1a a. c111 iou a.., the were a11d th,1t a" 0011 a. 
po , " i b I e th i 1· 1· q u t ~, o ti Id b g rel n t ed. I 11 I 9 4 2.. d r a 1n ') came trt1 e. 

The choo] board had -- ect1recl the nece\ ar t'und " and. through tl1e 
~ 
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foresight of Superintendent H.M. Sydnor, work was started on the annex 
just before World War II priorities on building supplies went into effect. 

The annex consisted of two classrooms, a home economics room, a 
shop and a lunchroom and kitchen. To the delight of the administration 
and pupils, the school was granted the right of occupancy about March 1 
of that year. In honor of two pioneering souls, Mr. Littleton Lorton Page 
and Mr. Philip Jackson, whose live were dedicated to the the educational 
advancement of the community, the school board named the school Page­
Jackson High School. 

Happy indeed were those thirty young students who had entered the 
fre hman class on that bright September morning in 1938. However, this 
number was oon diminished, for in the fall of 1939 there were only 
twenty-four of the original thi1~ty, plus an additional two new students. 
Sixteen of this number were enrolled as junior at the beginning of the 
1940 school te1·1n, and only ten of these completed the school year 1941-
42. These were the member of the first graduating class in the history of 
Page-Jackson High School. 

Page-Jackson High School was in operation at the same location at the 
Eagle A venue Elementary School until 1951. It was then relocated to 
Mordington A venue where a new structure wa erected. This marked the 
beginning of the first complete high school for Blacks in Jefferson 
County, one in which only grades 9 through 12 were taught. Grades 7 and 
8 were later added. This school was a one-story structure occupying eight 
and one-half acres. It had eight classrooms, special rooms for home­
makj ng, industrial art and agriculture, a library, private and 
administration offices, and a cafeteria. Other pecial facilities were an 
auditorit1m-gymnasium having a capacity of 300, a stage, locker rooms 
and shower. 

In the year that the school opened Mr. E. M. Dandridge became 
principal and served in this position until his retirement in 1965. This was 
the year in which Page-Jackson also ended its instruction for high school 
students. Eleven year after the Supreme Court's 1954 deci ion, in B1Aow11 
i '. Boa,·d of Edilcatio11, that racially segregated schools were inherently 
unequal, Jefferson County integrated the Page-Jackson students into the 
high schools nearest their homes. Page Jackson operated as an elementary 
school for grades 4 through 6 thereafter. 

Although Page-Jackson High School no longer exists, memories of it 
live on in the hearts of its many fo11r1er students. The school building till 
stands and is presently the headquarters for the Jefferson County Board of 
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Education. In thi bt1ilding, a ~pecial room ha been re er ed and named 
the Page-Jack~on room. It hou~ e. the docum nt , 1·ecords and othe1· 
r11e111c)rabilia p rtaining t thi forrr1er chool. The name Page-Jack on 
al~o Ii e~ 011. A ~chc)ol located on Route 340 in Jeffer on County ha ~ 
be 11 11a1ned P,1ge-Jackson Elementary School in memory of two 
dedicated 1ne11 who \Vere the real founder~ of Page-Jack on High School. 

Source --: 
The Eagle e\\-'-., Page-Jack,on High School 
P,1gc-Jack. on le111orie\. Page-Jack. on lumni A ociation 
Jeff er on ounty chool C~'->, Jcffer~on ounty Board of Education 
Jeff er 011 ot1nt)' Black H 1 ~tory Pre\erv ation oc1ety 
1\ l/1.,--101·.\1 (if 8/(1(·k Ecl11l·c111011 111 Jeffe,·.\011 CcJ1111l_)1• WV. Jame~ L. Taylor 
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Jefferson County Ironworks 
By David G. Allen 

Editor, Appalachian Blacksmiths Association Newsletter 
Clarksburg, WV 

Edito,·'s Note: Tl1e topics of i,,.on o,·e e.1tt1·action, bloon1e1·ies and 
fi11·11ac~es, blac·ksn1it/1ing and othe,· n1etal-vt'o1·ki11g t1·ades in Jefferson 
Cou11f)' a,·e of· unendi11g inte,·est to those vt'ho ,·ead and i11vestigate coi,11ty 
a11d 1·egio11a/ histo,·y. /1·011 ext, .. actio11 and n1a11ufactu1·e suggest the 
i11dust1·ial a11d con1n1e1·c·ial an1bitio11s of early Be,,.keley and Jeffe1·so11 
Cou11ties a11d plac'e a p, .. ope,· en1pl1asis 011 the di11e1·sity of the , .. egion' s 
ec~onon1ic· base. Ma11y 1·esea1·che1·s have taken up this topic ¾'ith in1po1·tant 
, .. esults ( see tl1e ,·ec·ent wo,,.k of William Tlie1·iai1lt in pa1·tici1la1·), but i,·on 
or·e seen1s n101·e inexl1austible as histo,·ic ,·esea,·ch than it does as a finite 
n1i11e1·a!. 

/11 this issue, tv,,,o autho, .. s exan1ine aspec·ts of this topic.·. David Alle11 
/1 as vt',. it t e 11 a 11 o,, e ,. vie¾' o_f the i , .. on -n1 a k i 11 g p ,. o c es s in th is ,. e g i o 11 . 

Po, .. tio11s of l1is essay appea,·ed ea1·lie1· this yea,· in the Appalacl1ia11 
Blac·ksn1ith' s Assoc·iation Nev-.}slette,·. Sta11ley Dic·kinsorz takes a11othe1· 
aJJp1·oac·/1 - seeking plac'e 11an1es a11d histo,·ic 1·efe1·e11c·es on n1aps a11d 
JJl1ysic·al 1·en111ants of i,~on p1·od11ctio11 on the gr·ou11d, vtJhile desc,~ibi11g t/1.e 
geologic'al a11d c/1en1ic·alfeati11·es that made an i,·on indi1st1y possible. 

The nation s westward march took a small but noticeable step on May 
10, 17 42, when Thomas Mayberry 1 entered into an agreement to ''erect a 
bloomery2 for making bar iron on the plantation of William Vestal lying 
on the Shunnandore [Shenandoah] River." Located south of Harpers 

1 Thomas Mayberry (also Maybury) wa, born about 1692 in Hereford hire, England. He is 
believed to have arrived in America before 1717. He purcha, ed I 000 acres of land in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania in October 1742. On thi land, he establi hed the Green Lane Forge 
and the Hereford Furnace. He died in 1764 having been known a ''the ironma ter." 

One might speculate that Mayberry demanded payment for building Ve tal ' , Bloomery 
in Penn .. ylvania currency because he had already made plans to purcha e the 1000 acre 
land in Berks County. 

The Hereford Furnace operated f ram I 734-17 68 and produced the first ca t iron cook 
stove with oven made in America ( 1767). Green Lane Forge remained in the Mayberry 
fan1ily until it was sold in I 814. 

2 A bloomery was a mall furnace built with locally available -- tone and lined with clay. The 
furnace was fired with charcoal u, ing a forced air draft. This forced air draft (the bla ·t) 
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err)'~ estal BJ00111ery wa. the fir t iron ft1r11ace we ~t of the Bltte 
Ridge 0L111tains. Maybe1·ry wa , paid ~£400 Curt~. Money of .. 
Pcn11 ) I\ ania'~ for hi ~er ice. and al o retained an operating inte1·e t. 

i 11 i,1r11 Ve~tal ~. plantation co11tained al I of the nece .. ary ingredient 
f'or a11 iro11 work . . Be. id iron ore the melt requi1·ed a fluxing agent­
li111e\tor1e- which ·Na pre ent. A . t1~ong-flowi11g pring powe1·ed the 
wate1· wl1ee) which, in tu1TI, cranked the bellow . And 1no. t importantly, 
the1·e 'A: a . a large tract of woodland fron1 which to 1nake charcoal. 
Depending on ore yield and ft11·nace efficiency it took 130 or more 
bt1 .·h I oi~ charcoal 3 to make 011e ton of iron. 

111 I 755~ Mayberry recei ed a Fairfax grant for 400 acre near· the 
mot1th of the henandoah. Thi acqui ition may be indicative of the 
Bloomery'\ . ucce: . . Mayberry may have acquired the land a a woodlot 
re'-)e1· e f'or fLttt1re charcoal production. 

The bloo111e1· f'umac was charged with a batch of ore, lime tone, and 

\Va r1ccc, ,1r., to generate the high te1nperature (1n1nimum 2200° F) needed to melt the 
ore. In the bltlCltner proce'-)~. the iron i, 11ot heated to a molten ,tate a~ it i in a large bla~t 
ft1r11acc . 111,tead. tl1e air bla"t 111elt, the gangue (1ninerals otl1er than iron: they have a lov.er 
rnclti11g po111t). oxidi1e 1110 t i1npuritie,. a11d render the iron into bloom . 

Tl1c opcr,1tor l<>cated 111~ ft1r11ace near a trong tlo\\ ing pr1ng and ti. ed it~ con<;tant flow 
ll) tL1rr1 tl1c \\ ater\\ hee I rather tl1a11 depend 011 the changing flow of ri er and trea111 . 
\\' atcn\'a)' ~ \\ ere \ alued a tran,portatio11 route, 

)111e blt)o111cr)' operator, 1n,talled a helve to han1111 r the bloon1 rather than hire 

labl)rer a, tr1kcr . l1el\ e \\ a~ a v. atcr-po,vered trip hammer. The a111e waterwheel 
\\'Ot1lc.l ha,,e operated the bcllo,v· and the helve. 

3 1r. 1~1ck Thorp .. a ct,arco[ll bur11er at the Capo11 Furnace in Hard)' Count1. WV give~ the 
folio\\ 1ng ue cript1011 ot their method of burning or coaling: 

.\ piece t)i ground \\'a.._ 111ade le, el for ,1bout 90 f cct aero\ and \Ufficient ~iLe to hold 
3() cord, of \\ ood The lap \V()Od \\ a fir t pl,1ced around the )e\ el area and the cord 
'''O()cl piled on tht ,pac~ again. t 1t. chimney \\- a 111ade i11 three-comer hape. out of 
cord \\ ood. latd hc>rttl>ntc.11 . Tl1c ,econtl tier of cord v.,ood laid around it and co, ered 
,,, itt1 lea\ C\ ,o ,1, l<) 111ake tl1e pile a1rt1gl1t and pre, ent dirt from coming in. 

Tt1e \\ l1ole p, le \\ a then covered \\'ith dirt. 2 ()r 3 1ncl1c~ tl11ck at the botto111 ,111d 7 or 
i11cl1c 011 tl1c top. 
111 t1r111g. "111c.1l) piece" of\ C)od \\ere p1aced in the chi111ney tlt1e and a becl of hot 

l)tll thrc)\\'n 111 011 tl1i \\OOd. fter tl1e fire \\a 'well-,tartcd. the chin1ney \\U\ filled 
\\

1ith \\'ood and the rapidit) l'Ontrollcd b}1 a CO\ er O\'Cr tl1e top of the ch1mnc,. Vv'hcn 
al I of the \\'OOd ,, ,l bt1rned out i 11 the tl tic. 111ore w a tl1r0\\1n in. round the bottom of 
tl1c coal l1e,1p. ptp[l, h()le ,, er~ made a11d opened t1nd clo,ed o a to dra\v the fire to 
cl1e di ffere11c part~ of the 111,J, 

It rcqt1ire<l ,,x fl1ll dtl) of bun1ing h ~tore arl)' f char]co,11 could be drav.,n. It carefull1 
l1L1111ctl. tl1e ~1eld t1ot1ld he 4() bu .. hel, or [ch,1r]co,1l t<) the cord of\\ood. 

pit l1(1l(l111g 111or ~ th,1n 40 cord <Jt \\ l)Od, in tr. Tl1orp • exper1e11ce. \\1ould 11ot 

g1, e gc l)d re tilt in drc.l\\ 1ng: 40() bt1 . hel of lch,tr]t'(>al cc)uld be re1110,,etl at a t1111e. 

u 111Q gre~1l ltlf .. that it dtd 1101 take too 111t1ch ,11r and catch fire . '-' 
\lorl,111d. J~1rne, R.~ Tl1e Ea,·/, ("/1e<1I r/ tJ1111tlllll /1·011\vo1·ks. pp. 110- 11 
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charcoal. As the ore smelted, the free iron fo11r1ed lumps, or ''blooms''. 
The f orgemaster pulled the bloom from the furnace with long tongs, then 
placed it on the anvil and directed his strikers to hammer the bloom into a 
bar. The bloom was hammered out, folded and welded, and hammered 
again. This process continued until the slag had been expelled. 
Typically, these bars measured 2'' square by 3' long and weighed 40 
pounds. 

Bar iron, more commonly known to you as wrought iron, was the raw 
material that the local blacksmith could use to make axes, hammers, 
knives, hoes and plow . A skilled blacksmith could forge a ewing 
needle or fish hook or forks and spoons as easily as he could make the 
link for a logging chain or hinges for a door. It could be said that 
Vestal' Bloomery and the local blacksmiths, rather than two major 
rivers, are what put Harpers Ferry on the map. 

George Washington was quite familiar with Harpers Ferry. When just 
sixteen, he joined the urvey party that mapped Lord Fairfax's extensive 
holdings in the Northern Neck of Virginia (1738). His trip into the 
wilderness certainly gave him knowledge of the Potomac River basin. By 
1754, he came to believe that a canal route linking the Chesapeake Bay 
with the Ohio River was feasible. 

W a hington had a personal interest in western development. Governor 
Dinwiddie awarded a military bounty of Ohio River land in 1754 to 
soldiers of the Virginia Regiment who fought under General Braddock. 
Though it would take years to perfect his land claim, Washington's 
westward vision had been fi1·1nly set. 

Upon his return from a trip to Pittsburgh Washington became an 
investor in the Potomac Company (1785). Work on what would later 
become the Che apeake and Ohio Canal4 commenced at Georgetown. 
George Washington hoped that industrial development in the Potomac 
Valley would in tum spur commerce in the nation's capitol. Washington 

4 Canal con truction uffered year of fits and tarts. The Potomac Valley was remote. The 
work wa, rugged. And when the workers got paid, they ometimes headed for a di tant 
tavern, never to return to their canal jobs. Yellow Fever ( often referred to as Biliou Fever) 
wa such a courge in that age that the slighte, t rumor of an outbreak of the fever caused 
labor gang to throw down their shovels and flee . 

Beginning at Georgetown, the canal was not completed to Harper Ferry until 1833-the 
same year that the railroad arrived. The canal was built to Cumberland in 1850 and that is 
where it stopped. By then, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad had cro ed the Alleghenies 
and its track crews were headed toward Wheeling. Unforeseen by Washington, it was the 
railroad, not a canal, that would link the Chesapeake Bay with the Midwest. 
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tin<lcr\tO<)d th,1t the c,1pitol-the Federal city a he called it- would ne er 
be ,l gre,1t cit if it i ted solely a the eat of government. 

One of the e,1rly indu . trie . on the upper Potomac wa Friend' 
Oreba11k'I ,tr1 iron ore mine named for the tract original owner I 'rael 
Friend. Co111n1i~ ioned by Go ernor Cal ert a , an a1nba ador to the 

ha\vnee\ i11 1725, Friend wa one of the fir .. t white to L ettle we t of the 
h 11a11dc)ah. Two yea1·~ later he pu1·cha ed land 011 the Maryland .. ide of 

the 1'"i\ er fro111 the Indian Chief~ of the Fi e Nation . Thi~ property would 
beco111e the ~ite of Frederick Fo1◄ge and later, Antietam Iron Work, . 

Inte1·e\ti11gly, I~rael Friend' Antietam tract wa mea. ured by 'a1Tow 
\he) lt ''- a \hoot bei11g the farthel t di .. tance that an archer could hoot an 
arro\v. The Indian\ knew nothing of ~ Llrveying but nevertheles • had 
de,1i\cd thi\ rudi1nentary way to mea ure land area. Friend land 
111ea~t1red 200 ~hoot\ alo11g the 1i er with a depth of 100 shoot and tl1en 
the back '" ide v.1a • \quared off to inter. ect with and then follow Antietam 

re k back to the beginning point on th Potomac. 
l\rael F1·ien<l al o recei ed a regal land grant of 300 acre 5 in 1734. 

an· ~ i11 breadth but five miles lo11g, thi .. Virginia property followed the 
Poto111ac, \ n1eand r, lying up. tream of Harper Ferry from River Bend to 
ne,1r lk Rt1r1. Thi\ wa. Friend Orebank, a 1·ich depo it of brown 
h 111atite<") yielding up to 7 % iro11. 

I ,·acl Fri 11d di d about 1750. De. pite anecdote ._ that he produced 
iron, there is 110 e\1 ide11ce that he did ~o. Hi, e tate inventory doe not 
re\ cal an)' mi11i11g tool~ and there are no hi torical refer nee to pre-1750 
iron\\ orks. Though he did not de elop the Ore bank, he apparently w,1 
a\ are tl1,1t he 0\\1ned a \1aluable 1nineral depo it. He sold I 00 acre of the 
01·igi11al grant in 1746 bt1t retai11ed al] of the acreage where iron ore wa~ 
pre "'-en t. 

nter Joh11 111ple in 1763. emple, ow11e1· of Occoquan Iron Work\ 
i11 Pri11ce illiar11 C tinty, took control of Friend' , Orebank fro1n John 
Br1llendine. Ballendine l1ad pt1rcha ed the Orebank fro1n Jacob Frie11d, 
I ra I : "011. 111pl l1ad financed Ball 11dine in the Occoquan venture 
a11d \J/he11 Ball ndin d faulted'! 111ple took over both operation~. 

To de\1elop tl1e Orcbank~ e1nple built a bla t fumac at the cor10t1ence 

5 t1r,1t\1ed in 1 Q_ J, ~9 ,lLrc . 
J 

<= Ft)u11cJ .. 1 hl1th ledeero k and boulder l-len1atitc hc)uldi..;r . n11,ed \\l ith cla}1
~ \\Cre fc)ur1d i11 

fi .. urc" <Jl tl1c u11cler)yi11g dolo111it1c.: l1111e tonl! f'on11at1on . \\forker '-llu1ced r1\ er ''l ater to 
the 1tc ,, a h tl1e c l,t\' fron1 tl1e l1cr11,1t1te rock .. . The ore I a1 o often referred to ,l lin1<>nitc . .. 
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of Elk Run and the Potomac. He named it Keep Triste Furnace and began 
operating in 1764. The words ''Keep Tri te'' appeared in Semple' s family 
motto (Scottish). 

Keep Triste was a continuous blast furnace. At 30' -50'tall, this type of 
furnace 7 is built to run around the clock. And rather than produce bloom 
i1·on, the blast furnace operated at a much higher temperature producing 
cast, or pig iron. When the founder tapped the furnace, molten iron ran 
out into a series of moulds that looked like a sow with her suckling 
piglets. Hence, the name. 

Pig iron from Keep Tri te would have had a high carbon content 
making it too brittle for general use. Pig iron was refined further in either 
a puddling furnace or a finery and then rolled or hammered into bars or 

• strips. 
Aside from his ventures in iron, John Semple was a man with big 

dreams. His dreams8 paralleled those of Washington' when it came to 
making the Potomac navigable. He bought thousands of acres of land on 
credit and in the span of a decade, his empire crumbled. John Semple 
died in debtor' prison in 1773. 

Semple's holdings went through foreclosure in 1786 and the successor 
owners built a second furnace at the Orebank about 1788. One of the 
successor owner was Henry Lee, father of Robert E. Lee. Keep Triste 
Furnace was 1·ebuilt in 1792 and employment at the works expanded to 
fifty. 

Pig iron production continued at Keep Triste until 1800 when two 
events coincided. The US government purcha ed the mining rights at 
F1·iend' s Orebank and wood for charcoal had all but been depleted. 

As hoped for by Washington, industry did develop along the Potomac. 
Variou mills took advantage of free water power. Then, in 1799, came 
the cente1-piece of development, grati the government-the nation's first 
armory was built at Harpers Ferry. Not merely an arms repo itory, 
Harpers Ferry Armory was a manufacturing plant. Rifles would now be 

7 Ideally, the blast furnace, built with dimension stone and lined with clay. ran until it failed. 
However, we can assume that cold weather iced the waterwheel and snow brought 
transportation of' ore and charcoal to a halt. Valley Furnace in Barbour County was one of 
the fir t ironworks to replace its water-powered bellow with a team engine and fan 
( 1850.) 

8 John Semple i .. also noted as a promoter of the C & 0 Canal. He had frequent meetings 
with George Wa ·hington about making the Potomac River navigable. Semple' company 
even opened a channel at one gravel hoal in order to ship ore to Antietam. 
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111,tde 1·r o 111 111ac l1ined .. i11terchangeable p,1rt .. a 1·evolutiona1·y cha11 ge i11 
tcc l1r10 log)' . 

Prc'-. ic.ll;Ilt Tho111a~ Jef'f'er 011~ hirn. elf no st1·anger to the area, objected 
to r·ede1·,1I ow 11er'-thi p9 of the Oreba11k. Pe1·hap Jeffe1· on.. objec tion 
c,1rried Vve igl1t. Tl1c federal govern1nent ne e1· 1ni11ed the Orebank no1· did 
it ,1tte111pt to ITI ,lllllf,1c tt1re i1·on. 1 

() 

lr1 I 803, ,1pt. Meriwether Le'A1is procu1·ed 1·i tl e.. and .. upplies f·1·on1 
H,lfJ) rs Fer·ry 1·1no1·y . The armory also fab1icated ,l col lap ible iron boat 
f·1·,1111e !'or the e pedition. Of hi5 vi. it to Harper Ferry Lewi .. wrote 
P 1·e \id c 11 t J e f f·c r on o 11 p r·i l 20th : 

-~M} detenti on at Harper' Ferry 1w as unavoidable for one 1nonth, 
,l pe1·it)d rnL1ch g1~eater than coL1ld reasonably have been calculated 
011 : rn)' grcc1te\t dii'f'iculty was the frame of the canoe which could 
not he co111pleted without my personal attention to 11ch portions of 
it ~l\ 'Ar l1uld r1 ,1ble tl1e workme11 to unde1· ~tand the design perfectly. 
M Ri f le ·, T o mah~1wk .. & k11i es are already in a tate of 
f'o1·\ \ 1a1·d11c .. tl1at lea\ e~ 111c little doubt of their being in readine ·, i11 

d ti e ti 111 e ..... 
Tl1e 1odel I 803 rifle\ perfor1ned ad1ni1·ably on the expedition. And 

tl1e "-p,1re i11te1·cl1 ,1 11geable gt111 lock~ prov·ed a god end whe11 expedition 
black n1i tl1\ could 110 l011ger repair the origi11al ,1ction.. . But the genit1s of 
Le\\1i, ,111d hi.. ~ ~ peri111ent'' .. a the iron boat wa called, fell ·hort of its 
g c.1 a I () 11 J u I) 9 t 11.. I 8 0 5 . He I a t111 ch e ci the boat on the Mis~ o u 1·i R i v e 1· 
above Great Fall . There ~ ' ,l ~ no pi11e tar or pitch to be fo und in the a1·ea 
so tl1e \ t)lcl1cr'-t atte1n pted to wate1·proof the hide~ th ,1t covered the iro11 
f1·an1e wi th t,1llcJ\"/. The bo,1t .. t111k 1 1 a11d the iron f'ra1ne wa .. disa~ -- embled 
,111d btt riecl i 11 ~1 c,1chc the ne t da)' i11 ca~e Lew i needed it to return l1on1e. 

C) ··\\' l1ett1cr tl11, 111ctl1od <)f ,t1ppl>1ing \\1 l1al nlcl) be \\,111ted \\' ill be tl1e n10'-.t ad\ l'>ablc or tl1at 

J)Ltr l1<1,1r1g rlt r11~1rk ~1 ,,,11erc co111petitior1 brir1g"' e, er) tl11ng l(> it\ proper le\ el of price ctnd 
}LJ~tlil)' '" for tl1c le!!i ~· latl1r~ to deL1de. a11d it the 1~1ttt:r alterr1ati,,e i pre I erred. it \\ 111 re'-)t 

fl r tl1e1r t t1rtl1~r l)Il · ider,1tic_)r1 1r1 \\1hat ,,,ay tt1e ,L1bJect of tl1i" pt1rch,1,e 1n,1)' be be,t 
c111pll>) cd (>r 01,11() ed or:· Tl10111,1 Jcffcr\()n. Fehru,1ry 2. 1802 i r1 Ct)n1pi latio11 ot tl1e 

11c ,tgt: ~llld 1>~1pl.:r, \)r (ht; Pre~· 1dt:11t,. 17 ( 9-1 97. ol . 1. p. ~135. (.Fror11 Tht:ri,\tllt. 
\: 1111 ~1111 I) . ,.. ... ,.; e 11(/' .\· () ,·e!Jtl 11 k c111<1 Ke(~ /J I 1·i st e !· .. ,, 1·11t1(·e. p 5 5) 

1 
J l11 I _Q. l-I~1rp ~r" Ferr)' ; \r111or)' ir1,t<llled ,1 puddli11g ft1rr1acc and rec) cll;J tl\ Ct)n,1derable 

r cr,1c ot l r,1p iro11 ,111d 111i l l i 11g 111acl11 r1e L' t1 tt1ng" 0111e 60 tons \Vere reC)'C led tl1at ) ' Car 

\\'l1icl1 \\, ,1bot1t 011t:-tl1ird <)f tl1c.; lclt,11 ire 11 LI t'U. 
1 1 r=ro111 I ... t\\ 1 • jc,u1-r1~1l. Jul)' 9. l ()5 •• ... .. ·l1e leaked ir1 L1cl1 1na1111cr tl1at ,he \VOttld rl<)t 

,ltls\\' ~r. ( 11~~cl not ctdd tl1,1t tl11 ~ir lt111~t~111Le 111c>rtif\1ed 111e 11ot a little: ... lhcrcfl)re tl1c .. 
e, i I ,,,,1~ i rraparab I ... fro111 tl1c;:c ~ 11 L t1 r11,t,111ct: . I ar11 p1 c ,,,aided. 1l1at h,1d I fclr111ed her 
,, itt1 bt1ff,1l0 ~ ki11" 1r1~ed r1ot quilt; ,l cll>,e J I l1~1d dotlt: tl1cl:"C I er11plt>)'ed. tt1,1t she 
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Was Vestal's Bloomery iron used for the Experiment's frame? The 
answer to this question is ''Yes." Provided, of course that armory 
St1perintendent Joseph Perkin bought the wrought iron based on local 
availability. Keep in mind that he had no lead time to anticipate this 
project. But the answer might very well be ''No." Given Lewis' 
meticulous planning, he may have demanded using only the best quality 
iron-gun barrel metal. 

Harpers Ferry Armory purchased gun barrel kelps 1 2 from 
Penn ylvania works in the Juniata district and from Connecticut works in 
the Sali bury district. Though Antietam Iron Works made machine tool 
castings for the armory from 1827-1830, none of the Virginia and 
Maryland ironworks were geared to make gun metal. 

Connecticut had two major advantages. First, ironmaking had been 
going on there for a much longer time. And second, the nation's other 
armory was located at easily accessible Springfield, Massachu etts. 
Whereas Harpers Ferry had continuing problems with a shortage of 
skilled workers because of it remote location, the Connecticut River 
Valley enjoyed a stable force of skilled millwrights. The area teemed 
with foundries and forges. 

Eli Whitney 13 serves to illustrate. When Jo eph Perkin died in 1806, 
Whitney was offered the superintendent's position at Harpers Ferry. He 
favorably considered the offer but had to decline because he was so 

would have answered even with this composition. but to make any further experiments in 
our present situation eemed to me madne s; the buffaloe had principally d[e]serted us, 
and the sea on wa now advancing fast. I therefore relinquished al) further hope of my 
favorite boat and ordered her to be sunk in the water, that the skin might become soft in 
order the better to take her in peice tomorrow and deposited the iron fraim at thi place a 
it could probably be of no further service to us .... but it was now too late to introduce a 
remidy and I bid adieu to my boat, and her expected ervice . ' 

Lewis buried the iron frame in a cache but did not retrieve it in 1806 when the 
expedition wa heading home. Archaeologist are searching for the cache. 

1 2 Skelps (flat bars) were manufactured to strict dimensions-1/2'' thick x 3' wide x 44' 
long. They were heated to yellow heat and then curled in a jig until the end butted 
together. The seam wa welded, thus making the barrel tube. The barrel wa trimmed to 
length, one end plugged, and then trued for traightne s. The final step wa mil1ing the 
bore. 

Skelps had to be free of any defects le t the barrel explode. The barrel were proof fired 
before assembly. Using Pennsylvania kelps and then welding by hand hammering, the 
armory had failure rates of 25 %. When the armory began u ing the Springfield A1111ory's 
mechanical trip hammers to weld Connecticut-manut·actured skelp , the failure rate 
dropped to 10%. 

1 3 Eli Whitney was born in Mas achusetts. He owned and operated a mu ket factory near 
New Haven, Connecticut and was a pioneer in the manufacture of identical parts. 
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ir1 C)lvcd i11 la\.\ \Ltit \ to p1·otect hi cotton gin patent. . Had Eli Whit11ey a 

r11,1n of st1cl1 knowledge and innumerable contact " accepted the po~ ition, 
th n the ,\r111or1 '\ future wot1ld ~u1·ely have been bright. In tead the 
,1 r111or1,~s orkforce a11d it~ arms quality continued to deteriorate until 
re[1cl1ing their n,1di1· ir1 1830. 

111 1829, Thomc.l\ Dunn~ the competent and able manage1· of Antieta1n 
Iro11 ork~. \\ as l1ired a.· armory . uperintendent. He wa. not popular· he 
\V,1s hired lo impro\e production and quality cont1·ol. But ju. t ix months 
,1f'ter hi~ appointment, in January 1830. a fonner armorer. Ebenezer Cox 
\ alked into hi~ ot'fice and hot him dead with a pi ·tol. Cox wa exect1ted 
1·01· tl1e crirne but tl1ing had gotten o bad that ma11y local considered 
l1i111 ,t folk hero. While 11ew~ of Dunn' · a - a sination may have played 
well local I ., it ~ent \hockwa c~ through the arm indu try. 14 

The ]a._ t iror1work<; dev eloped in Jeff er on County wa in 1839 at 
h,1n11ondale 0 11 tl1e ca t ide of the henandoah. Purdue, ichol~ and 
o .. ited th l1e11andoah Fu1-11ace along ide a trea1n that ha ince been 

call d Fur·nace Run . henandoah Furnace produced up to three to11s of 
pig i1·011 d,1ily with ,:1 workfor·ce of fifty. Purdu ~ ichol and Co. hipped 
i1·011 pig , o erl,1nd b \\ ago11, by boat, and al o ferried then1 to Harpe11 s 

11· to lof1d 011 the train. 
Report~ \a)' tl1 ~1t the t'umace burned 200 bu hel of charcoal per ton of 

iron. Th15 a111ou11t ee111 • higl1. On the other hand the neighboring 
rnot1nt,1i11. 1de wa .. de11uded of' tree') dt1ring the furnace' twenty-year run. 

Gi e11 the report.~ of' cha1·coal con. urnption and depleted woodland , 
tl1is f·ur11,1c \\' Ll probably doo111ed to fail anyway. But the Civil War 
bega11 hcf'c) rc that happened c1nd the henandoah ' ~ de1ni e is now 
pre,erved ir1 legend. Believing that Confeder,1tes \\-ere hiding there, the 
Yank.cc ,et the \.\ ork~ ttblaze. 

Ot1rir1g the peri()d 1 00-1869~ the goven11ner1t did not mine Friend"s 
rcba11k. Btit t11 0\V11er~ of the ntietar11 Iron Work~ did, and did o in a 

hi g \V,l)' . For unknow11 1·c,1. on ~ the go\ e1-nment did r1othing until 1837 to 
p1·e,1 11t it pro1)e1·t11 f1·01n bei11g 111in d by other . Whe11 broL1ght to cot1rt 

•--•1..-c111uel Pt)111erO)', a 111ilitar)1 cc)nlr,1ctor in Pitt field. 11\. " ' rote to Ro \\ell Le : ··we <)ugl1t 

lC> be ll1a11kful to tl1,1t K111d Pr<)\' idc11ce , l11L·l1 h,1 C<l\t <)t1r lot 1n a p,1rt t)f tt1c cou11Lr)' v. l1ere 
tl1 > 111oral er1,c C)f the people I C)t1r eL· t1r1t) ... f ro111 tach Ol1 tr,1ge, •• 

Rtl,\\tll l .. 'C ,,l, ,l1p~rinte11dc11t <Jf the ~pringficld Arr110f)' ( I i--1813) a11d had bee11 

I1t to l Iarpcr r:,eIT)' ,1 tt ,1cti11g u1Jerintender1t for ,1bc)Ul 6 111()ntl1 111 I 27 to C'-itc.1bl1'\h 

refor111 ,111d gt11deli11e fl1011til Dur1n ,, .. 1, tr)' tng lo i111plt:111t:r1t Lee· rt.:forr11 ,111d pol1L1e. 

,\ ,111 exan1pl ~ (1f 110\\' the ,,,clrking e,1,1 1ro11111e11t 11,1(1 dt!Lcrioratetl. Du11r1 rc,i.' rote tt1e 

c 111pl< )'rner1t 111,1n t1a I tc> fc)rbid loitcri ng. !!a 1n bl i ng. ,ind dri r1k Ing or1 ,1r111C)f)' pro pen)'. 
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for a settlement of the question, the court ruled that the United States did 
not have exclusive mining rights. The government took no action 
afterward and finally sold its interest in 1869. Friend's Orebank was 
actively mined by various companie until about 1917. 

Antietam Iron Works remained in operation during the antebellum 
years but its ownership changed hands several times. About 1842, 
Antietam's owners built a coke-fired furnace at Lonaconing in western 
Maryland. (Coke is to coal as charcoal is to wood.) In 1845, the 
company began blending coke with charcoal at Antietam Iron Works. 

The introduction of coke as a blast furnace fuel signaled a major 
change in the industry. Tariffs on imported iron were significantly 
reduced in 1842 and would later be phased out altogether. The shift from 
charcoal to coke came about as a result of this. Charcoal had gotten too 
expensive because of the labor involved in making it. 

While references give the Civil War as being the death knell to iron 
works such a Vestal's Bloomery and Shenandoah Furnace, their closure 
was already assured by changes in the industry. In 1855, the Soo Canal 
opened acces to the rich iron ores of Michigan and Minnesota. The 
Bessemer converter wa also patented that year. The Bessemet" furnace 
turned iron into durable steel, the metal that the nation's railroads needed 
for both rails and rolling stock. America's appetite for iron and steel 
could no longer be sated by local ironworks in tucked-away valleys. The 
Industrial Age was on. 

That Friend's Orebank had such a long run-about 155 years-i quite 
remarkable. 
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Extracting Iron in Jefferson County 

Stanley K. Dickinson, Ph.D. 

In present-day Jefferson County, as well as in neighboring counties 
and states, when one come upon a stream named Forge Run or Furnace 
Creek, or a throroughfare named Furnace Street or Mine Mountain Road, 
it is a near certainty that the name derives from the iron days of the 18th 
and 19th centuries. Communities have also been named for furnaces such 
as Columbia Furnace, Virginia and Catoctin Furnace, Maryland. Such 
names help the investigator to find artifact and evidence for the 
geographical location of the iron facilitie that were vital to settling the 
western counties of Virginia and Maryland. Though much of the detailed 
history of iron and its impact on life may have been lost, maps and 
signposts retain iron's essential claim on the landscape. 

''Forge'' and ''furnace'' are easily recognized as related to iron 
manufacture, but 'bloomery'' is also a basic ter·1n. A bloomery was at best 
a rudimentary furnace, similar to the hearth operated by a blacksmith. 
There are two communities in West Virginia named Bloomery one of 
them on the west bank of the Shenandoah near the Route 9 bridge. The 
other is in Hampshire County on Route 127, near the Forks of the 
Cacapon River. Unfortunately, the author has been unable to discover 
remains of the furnace structure at the Jefferson County Bloomery. This 
should not be surprising since the bloomery furnace of that day more 
closely resembled the back yard fireplace of today rather than the later 
imposing tone tructu14 e of the Shenandoah Furnace located in 
Shannondale. 

The bloomery operator (often referred to a bloomer or bloomsman) 
would break the iron ore into mall piece and heat them in a hearth to 
nea14 the melting point of the ore. Charcoal was locally the fuel of choice, 
hard wood if charcoal was not available. Burning charcoal released 

Dr. Dickinson earned B.S. and M.S. degrees at West Virginia Univer ity and a Ph.D. at 
Harvard University, all in geological . ciences. He i retired from Federal Service after 40 
years perfo1111ing and directing Air Force Re earch. He i a volunteer to the National Park 
Service and his publications include A Celeb1·atio11 of /1 ·011: A Histo1·)1, 1609-1892 (2003) and 
T/1e Epil· Joi11·11ey· o.t· GecJ1·ge Qua,·tz, A Yo1111g Pe1·s011's lnt1-od11c·tion to Geologic Histo,·)' 
(with B. Joan Wilson) (2004). With photographer Jeff Norton, he is completing a third book, 
Geolo .. !?il·al Attrac·tio11s Along tl1e C &O Ca11al and they have con tructed geology exhibit at 
the Williamsport MD National Park Service Visitor Center. 
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c<1rbo11 oxide ga ·e. that reduced the hot iron oxide to 1netallic iron: the 
\VOrtt1le\\ i1npuriti s i11 the ore ~eparated from the iron to form slag. Sir1ce 
tl1e \peci tic gra it of the iron granule wa, much greater than the Oltp 
tl1e ere relea ed into, they .. ank to the botto,n of the hearth. The heat at 
that poi11t wa~ ~ufficient to cau e the iron grant1le to adhere. As the iron 
bcc,11ne :en1i-molten it wa ti1Ted with a long bar until it gathered into a 
lt1111p, called a 10L1p 01· bloom. 

Thi pasty lu111p, that had never" completely melted wa. removed from 
the f'ire ar1d ha111n1ered into a bar while till hot to be u ed by blacksmith. 
,111d other iron worker. . The hamrnering wa. required to weld the iro11 
particle together and to for·ce ot1t as rnuch of the lag a, po, , ible. Thi. 
wa\ 11ot ,1n efficient way to xtract iron. Impurity level, we1·e high a11d 
tl1e proce~, wa\ haz,1rdot1. . Han1111ering wa done by 1ne11 with L ledges at 
.. uch clo. e proxin1ity to the lot1p that the nearly molten material could 
spla. h onto the -workmen. But the bloomery f11rnace wa imple~ 
i11expe11<.;ive to co11 t14 uct and to operate; at 1no t, two or three men were 
rcqL1ircd. ccordi11g to Robert Gordon 'bloom melter reduced [iron] 
ore di1·ectl to ~olid wrought iron l while] bla t furnace operator made 
liquid ... iron that they the11 tapped from the furnace. Mo\. t ofte11 the 
~~pig ,, of iron, for111ed at the bla5t fu111ace were transported to forge 
\1v1 l1ere tl1ey were reheated and ha1nrnered into wrought iron bar to 
n1itigate brittlene\ . Thu. the bloomery cut out one tep in the iron-
111aking proce~~~ trc1ding a highe1· level of i1npL1rity for· ductility. 1 

The Jeffer\011 ot111t bloor11ery began operation about 1742 when 
illi,1111 e~tal, hi 011, John, and John Traden, Richard teven on, and 

D,111i I Burnet engaged Tho1na~ Mayberry to constrt1ct a ~'Bloornery t'or 
111aki11g Barr iror1 upon th pre\ent plantation of William Ve tal lying 
t1po11 the l1unando1·e.·' Tl1e bloo1nery wa~ bL1ilt on the de ign of the 

at,1lc.111 forges or· p,1in a11d wa i11 operatio11 fo1· an un~pecified length of 
titnt.=. By 1762, the cold bl,1st t'u,·nace wa. the furnace of choice i11 the 
Potc)r11ac Ri\ er \\'(lter l1ed. l11 the diro11dack region, where the ore~ Vv'ere 
richer in iron the bloo111er).1 ren1ained the t .. t11·11ace of choice and new 
tecl111iqt1e\ \\ re di\C , red b bloomer. in that region that approached 
''tl1eoretic,1I ef .. f'iciency. '-

Bt1t tl1e inflt1e11ce on t·t1rnace de ign b) tl1e l) pe of iro11 or·e a\·ailable 

1 R l bert B ro rdo11 . 1\111e1·ica11 / 1·011 /607- 1900 (Baltin1ore. Jc)hn"- Hopktn\ n1\ er~1ty PrC\\, 

1996 . 90-94. 
- i .. . .. ... lro11 (ndu ti)' in Jeffcr\On ()Uill)':· 1f1gl1:i11c of 1/1 .l effe1·.\·011 ·01111t)' Jlisro1·ic(1/ 

ociet)' l 964 , ,. J ' • 19--0: ivl1ll ,1rd K l3t1 hong. 1/isto,·ic .l lff<11·so11 Co1111t)1• ( B o) cc. \

1 A: 
,1rr Pt1bl1 l1 i 11g 0 111pa 11)'. 1 97 _ . 1 : G o rd o n . 94-96. 
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Figure 1: Keedysville Dislocation along which iron ore was deposited. 
Locations of Jefferson County iron furnaces are identified. 
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w~1 11c,1er a11 i ~ue in Jeff'er~on County. There was only one ore" lin1011ite 
i 11 tl1e co Linty, often time" mi4 takenly call d 'brown hematite." 3 The 
ger1crc1I ,1rray of Jeffer~on Cot1nty depo it define a line aero .. the 
count that reflect~ a di5ruption in the . equence of depo" it cau ed by 
1110 e111e11t along a \~/e,1knes between a carbonate depo it and a cla tic 
c)ne. Thi~ lincam nt i the Keedy ville Detachment" named for the town 
of· Keed ~,,ille" Maryla11d. In Jeffer on County the carbonate depo it i 
tl1e To111~town D lo1nite, the cla tic depo it i the Antietam Formation. 
The d tachment can be followed north through Maryland and for more 
th,111 200 111ilec., outh where it define the South Branch of the 

h nandoah Ri,1e1· abo e Front Royal. Limonite depo~ it were formed 
\>\1h re iron-l,1den water~ deep beneath the earth u1·face u~ed the 
Detach111 nt a~ a co11duit to tl1e surface where carbonate rock wa. 
encoL1ntercd. reactio11 occt11Ted that precipitated the iron into a olid 
o ide .. but 011e that \-'las enme5hed in other mineral , pecies to forrn an iron 
o ide bearing rock. (. ee Figure I) 

Th ~e locc1l depo~it.~ cau~ed a large number of furnace to be built over 
a di . t,1nce of ma11y rnile\ a. well a a ociated forge foundrie . 
1nant1factories a11d of' course, black. mith hearth . One of the locally 
~ ell-recog11i1ed depo it of iron ore i. Friend s Orebank, one of the 
depo~it~ alo11g tl1e Det~1ch111ent. Dr. William Theriault discu ed thi~ 
depo. it in ·1n earlier article in th Magazine.4 Aero · the Potomac at 
vil1at is no\\ k110, 11 a~ Ht1ckleberry Hill 011 the C&O Canal towpath was 
,111 eqt1ally \\ell-c11d wed deposit of lin1onite. The Detach1nent cut 
,le r()S ~ Bo Ii\' ,lr Height~, ju. t we t of H,1rpers Ferry, where there is 
e,1 idence of' ,in ()ld iron t'ot111dr)' . The at1thor a ked Millville inhabitant~ it' 
the)' kne\\1 it' there had been iron 1·ecove1-y prior to the long-lived cement 
i11dL1\tf)' tl1ere. o 111e111or of that e i "' t , .. but ore depo it cannot have 
bee11 ,,ery f'a1· e~1 "t of~ the lill,1ille qt1arrie . On the ea "' t bank of the 

l1cna11do,1h, al111()\l in11nedi,1tely up\tre,11n of Mill ville is a quarry that 
111,t)' 11,1, e pro,1ided c)1·c depo it ,. t)f. iron" ore depo. its of mangane~e, and 
the c,11·bonl1te rock required f'or extractir1g both metal . It follows 
logi ,111)1 tl1at tl1c e depo. it c11cot1r'-1ged the bt1ilding of a t't1rnace at oine 
e,1rl i er ti 111e. 

Dr. Tl1eri,tt1lt l1a, taref'ully de cribed the iro11 furnace named Keep 
Tr)1 

.. t, a.k.l1. Keep Trie~t .. a11d it role i11 the Jeffe1·so11 Count iron ~tory. It 

()tiler lo ~11 11~i,11c ha,1c ,1t1scd added co11f t1,1c)n. bt1t limonitc 1~ J dt',crcte r111ncr al ',pec1c, 
CJf iro11. J=-e _Q .r1 H_(). It d< es not re c111blc he111,1tite. l~'t.:203. or 111ae11etitc. f·e104. both of 

'-" 

,,,11i h ,, ere:- r11i11ed ir1 the P <Jlo111[1 \ ' ,1lle}'. 
\\' ii I ia111 D. "ft1c riat1 It. ··J-l istory1 of f::'ric11ds Ore bank ~ind Kccptr} ~l 1=-ur11~,L c :· 1\tl c1g(1:i 11e rJJ 

t J,e ,I ,iffe1·so11 ,o,,11t.}' I Ii I o,·i c, I oci er)'. 19 4. . L. l _ 21 
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might be worthwhile to briefly recall the story of John Semple prior to 
1763 at which point he was busy extracting iron at that site. Mr. Semple 
had partnered with one John Ballendine to operate the Occoquan Furnace 
and Iron Works well down the Potomac during the 1760-62 time frame. 
They prospected up the Potomac for iron deposits and purchased large 
acreage surrounding what is now known as Furnace Mountain, an 
appendage to the Catoctin Mountain in Virginia at the Route 15 Point of 
Rocks bridge. The partnership dissolved and John Semple moved on 
upstream to Elk Run. Mr. Semple was one of a group of iron 
entrepreneurs who wrote George Washington regarding the hazards of 
moving iron pigs and iron products on the Potomac River. 

The author was introduced to a furnace complex that is located on the 
east bank of the Shenandoah opposite the limestone quarries that are 
active upstream of Millville. The furnaces are very interesting in that the 
original stone construction has had a concrete facing added to it. Tile 
pipes were installed into the concrete, leading back into the crucible area. 
Ju t downstream is a quarry that is flooded to the extent that only 
lime tone walls can be investigated. One local resident recalls a neighbor 
telling of manganese having been extracted at the furnace . The 
following interpretation seems plausible. The Vestal family, for whom the 
gap and the ferry, both now called Keyes, were originally named, is 
credited with the operation of thi furnace for the extraction of iron. The 
characteristic stone structure is clearly apparent adjoining the hill slope. 
Particulars of operation such as dates are not recorded. 5 Sometime later, 
manganese was discovered, a at Dargan Bend, and the furnaces were 
modified by adding the concrete facings. It is proposed that the furnaces 
entered their new life as hot-blast furnaces; preheated air was injected 
into the furnaces by steam-powered blowing engines. The remains of the 
manganese operations at Dargan Bend support that explanation. These 
furnaces most likely had a third life - kiln for making agricultu14 al lime 
or lime for cement. (see Figure 2) 

Along Route 9 between the eastern banks of the Shenandoah and the 
western slope of the Blue Ridge Mountain lies the community of 
Mannings, WV. It is drained by a stream named Forge Run. The author 
investigated the cour e of the stream and found remains of a masonry 
foundation near its confluence with the Shenandoah. The concrete chunks 
are right at the point where an old vehicle track crosses Forge Run. The 
track runs to the top of the ridge and may have been used for cutting 

5 Tom Garrison, per onal communication, 2003~ Stanley Dickin on, A Celeb,·ation of /1·011 

(Baltimore, MD: Gateway Press, 2003), 47. 
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Fig1,re 2: • e tal' ' Furnace, ea t bank of the Shenandoah River. 

ti1nbe1· to ft1el the f'orge. It i ' 11ot unu ual to find a fo1·ge eparated from an 
irt1n f't1r11,1ce ~ot11·ce of· i1·011 pigs. Operating a tilt han1mer or other device 
i'or pou11di11g l1c<1t-~oftened pig~ into bar iron requi1~ect a more effective 

'lter llo tha11 that reqt1ired to tt1m a water wheel. Map of Jeffer on 
t111t i11 1852 ,tnd 1883 both by . Howell Brown, County S11rveyor 

ide11ti f'y tl1e location of· the outh Bend Forge as that di, covered by the 
~1u t 11<.)1·. The 111ap ot' Frederick, Berkeley and Jeff er on Co11n tie~ , 

i rg i 11 i cl, 1 n 1 809 b1• harle~ Var le does 11ot i den ti f y any iron works 
except th e ~~11·011 ore bank~' near Bakerton (F1·iends' Oreba11k) and 
( c1111Jl 's ~~Kcpttr t Old Furnace~' on Elk Run. 

Tl1e 111a \i\e h nandoah Ft11·n,1ce, a.k.a hannondale Fu1·nace 
,le cording tl) the 1 3 ap of Jeffer<;on Count We ·t Virgi11ia by . 
Ho\\1ell Brov.1n. i locfl t d along FL11·nace Run at the entrance to the 

l1 ,1 11 11 o 11 d a I e W i l d I i f e M a n ,1 g e 111 en t A re ,1 . I t i "' c I e a r I y the m o ~ t 
rc111,1rkablt ,trtit'act of the i1·or1 era in Jet"f"er~on County. The di ,1ry of 

Cl)rgc a l1i11gt<.)t1 f 14 arch 14~ 1760 tate. ~ ~~Mr. Caryle and hi~ wif'e 
r 111ain l1ere [ ,1 hington ~ ho111e]. e talked a good deal of a ~cheme of 
etti ng up a11 I1·on \\1ork 0 11 Colon I F,1irf"f1 • la11d on th henandoah. 

r. Cl1ap111t111. \\1ho \\'a ,1 pe1·fect judge or· the 1n~1tter .. wa~ to go tip ,111d 

\ 1 iC\\' tl1e con\1e11i 11ce and deter1nine the ~chen1e_,, Hen1· McDonald 
11otc : ~\ eorge illian1 aitfa • ,111d l1i brother-in-law~ John Car)1le. dul 
o 1· g a 11 i I e d th c B I C) om e r y i 11 to n1 a k. i r· on o n Fa i r fa • \ I an d at 

h'1 r111011date~ nc,1r H,111)er\ Fe1-r . bt1t it doe~ 11ot appe,1r that a hi11gton 
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joined them.''6 

In the Jefferson County museum, Charles Town, there are two 
paintings of Bloomery mills on Evitts Run, but they are not iron works. I 
have been unable to understand the ''Footnote' above and ask readers for 
help. 

In 1810, Charles Varle, in his ''Topographic Descriptions of the 
Counties of Frederick, Berkeley and Jefferson," mentioned ''Mr. 
Ferdinand Fairfax is now erecting iron works on the Shenandoah that will 
soon be in operation." According to Bushong, in 1839, about a quarter of 
a mile up Furnace Run from its confluence with the Shenandoah River in 
the community of Shannondale, Perdue, Nichols and Company erected or 
began operating an iron works. A newspaper account of 1840 confir1r1s 
the company had established an iron works. This included a large cold­
blast furnace built of stone, actually laid up dry, that is, without using 
cement. Two buildings were attached: the eastern one was used for 
receiving iron ore and charcoal while the western one received the iron 
metal from the furnace. An overshot water wheel turned by a narrow 
canal activated a bellows that f 01·ced air through a pipe into the furnace. 
In addition, there were numerous small buildings that hou ed as many as 
fifty men. 7 (see Figure 3) 

The Map of Jefferson County, 1852, by S. Howell Brown, indicates a 
''shop'' at the site. Undoubtedly there must have been several ''shops'' of 
different kinds to service the iron as well as the employees of the iron 
works. One cot1ld speculate that the iron works included a forge as well as 
a blacksmith. Iron ore was abundant in the vicinity and could be easily 
obtained from near the surface. The adjoining ridge contributed ore but 
also forest tracks for making charcoal. It took 200 bushels of charcoal to 
smelt each ton of iron and the furnace output was reported to have been 
about 3 tons a day. Pigs of iron about a yard long and almost as heavy as 
a man could lift ''were hauled overland to Alexandria by team and the 
returning wagons brought provisions and supplies of all kinds.'' ''Some of 
the iron found its way to the city by way of the Shenandoah river to 
Washington and some was boated to Harpers Ferry and loaded aboard 
trains there. ''8 

(') Henry T. MacDonald, ''The Armory and Ar enal at Harpers Ferry," Magazi11e of tl1e 
Jeffe1·so11 Co L,11ty H1sto1·ical Soc·iel)' 1936, V. II .. 7-8. 

7 Millard K. Bushong, Historic· Jeffe,·s011 Coi,nty, (Boyce, VA: Carr Publishing Company, 
Inc., 1972),8 1-83. 

8 Thornton T. Perry, Jr., ''Shannondale,'' Magazi11e of tl1e Jeffe1·so11 CoL111ty Histo,·ical Socief), 
1941, V. VII , 21-22. 
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The ~ l1enandoah Furnace per111its clo. e in. pection of the design of"' the 
r· tt 1· 11 <1 cc t h [1 t 1· e p I aced th b loo 111 er i ~ . I 1· on en tr e pre n e u r· ~ tu r 11 e d to 
bt1ildi11g cold-bla. t t'urnaces i11 Virginia becau. productior1 \\'a greatly 
i 11c1·e,1.~ed, even thot1gh cons trt1ction and ope1·atir1g cost. were 1nt1cl1 
l1 i g he 1·. Thi . de 5 i g 11 w a fir -t reduced to practice at the Saugus l ro 11 

orks._ 1 l . sachu~ett. o1ony, 
i n 1 6 2 4. F Ll 1· n ace de i g n er -
ti . ed tl1e pri nc i pie of' counter­
current flow to create a t'urnace 
that c o ti I d r u n c o 11 ti 11 u o LI 1 y . 
Ore._ f'uel, a11d flu were f'ed a~ " 
11eeded i11to the tack fro111 the 
top and air v., a~ t'orc d i 11 ~1t the 
b t t o 111 t o i 11 c r a'> e t he h a t . 
'" F Ll r 11 ,1 c e b u i I de 1· ~ 111 ad e th e 
i11terior in tl1c fo1·m of two 
\ c c t i o 11 . o f c o 11 e ~ w i t h t l1 e 
l ,1 r gt.= '-, t d i ,1 n1 e t e r p ,1 rt w a y u p 
t 11 e t a c k . ."' t h e c h a r g e 
de ccnded~ the i11crea ing 
cl i il 111 e t e r o f the ti pp er cone , 
( tl1e bo l1). ,1l lo~ ed ~ pace f·or 
c p~1n i 011 o t' the heated ore. 

t'.."111'! 

Fig111·e 3: he l1enandoah Furnace at hann<>ndale. 
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The sloping surface of the lower cone [the hearth] supported most of the 
weight of the ore, fuel, and flux. As the air flowed up and the olid 
[came] down the stack, the burning fuel heated the charge and released 
the carbon monoxide gas that reduced the iron oxide in the ore ... At the 
same time, the flux reacted with the gangue to fo1·1n liquid slag."9 The 
differences in the specific gravity of the liquid metal and the liquid slag 
provided a natural separation ; the slag floated while the iron sank. 
Depending on the volume of molten iron that was created over time, the 
iron master would ''pull the cork'' perhaps every six hours and allow the 
iron to flow out into ''sows and pigs'' iron molds. In addition to the pig 
of iron, utensils such as pots and pans, nails and wedges, as well a other 
iron products could be made right at the furnace by allowing the molten 
iron to flow into molds of the required shapes. (see Figure 4) 
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Figure 4: Drawing of a cold-blast iron furnace in operation. Note waterwheel is 
actuating bellows that provide air blast to increase operating heat. 

The slag would also be drawn off as it accumulated. It was variable in 
its properties, varying from furnace to furnace. When the slag contained 
numerous gas-generated cavitie , it resembled the vesicular igneous rock, 
scoria. When it displayed a glassy texture, it looked like colorful 
obsidian. A sky blue color indicated the presence of manganese in the ore 

9 Gordon, 100-104 . 
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and/l)r the flu . High-grade iron ore rich i11 graphite carbon provided a 
g1·,1y C<)lor. Bright ~hade of' orang and green were al o p1·evale11t. 

. . Fore~t ervice per ~onnel of the Lee Ranger Dist1·ict, Virginia, 
l1a c prepa1· d a n1o~t detailed i11formation tract entitled ~~The Historic 
lr()O ,111d Charcoaling Indu 'trie i11 Virginia' Shenandoah Valley.' The 
brief di . ct1 .. ion that f'ollow~ i rneant to evaluate the ecological impact of 
f't1 li11g iron e traction in Jeffer\on County. The hearth' of a charcoal pit 
\\.t '1s ,t tlt1t pace 30 to 40 feet in diameter. It had to be flat in order to 
a ~LII"C even bL11·nir1g and a hard s1nooth ~ urface to facilitate hoveling and 
r,1ki11g ot' the ch,1rcott1. A 1naster colli r .. working with one or two helpers 
111igl1t have eight or ni11e pit, ~~coaling at one time. These would be 
\ p1·ead O\ er 111an acre\ of wood lot. Any type ot· wood/tree could be 
t1~ed to 1n,1k.e charcoal, bt1t it l1ad to be olid. It wa generally thought 
th,tt the l1arder the wood~ f'or e an1ple oak the better the charcoal. An 
a\ e1·age l1earth would hold 30 co1·d • or . o of partly . ea. oned wood. Thi 

O<)d 'AOt1ld h,1 e been cut during the winter n1onth previou to bei11g 
~~co;.1led~' i11 tl1e earl ~pring, but clear CLitting wa a year-round event in 
order to pro\ide \ufficient \\IOOd for the cl1aning ea on. The practice wa 
to clear ct1t, ti~ing ,,erything bt1t deadwood. A many as 10 to 12 collier 
\ ot1l<l be 11eeded to keep a . i11gle furnace in bla. t. An average furnace 
might cc)n time 600 to 800 bu~hel of' charcoal every 24 hour ~. Thi 
reqt1ired abc)Lll 30 to 40 cords of wood ( 011e hearth' . worth) f ro1n tree 25 
to , 0 e,11·~ old. 

0111c f'urnc:1ce~ con\t11ned the yield of an acr~e of woodland each day. 
Tl11·ee cord of \\ Ol)d 1nade e11ot1gh charcoal to fire a ft1rnace for abotit 
tv.. o h )t11·s and produce one cubic t·oot of i1·on. Therefore, it took about 8 
C()rd ~ ot~ \\Ood to produ e one to11 of pig iron. A':> ·urning that the 

hen,1r1doah tirnace could be con. idered a11 a\·erage furnace, it probably 
\\as i11 O(Jeration fro111 May 1 to epte1nber 1- 123 da . a year. Ba~ed on 
11e(1rl)' cor1ti11uou ope1·ation in 2952 hou1·~ it wot1ld have required 4~428 
cord 01· \\'OOd~ tl1e apprl)Xi111ate yield of 150 acres of woodland. In ft1ll 
oper,1tio11 t'c)r twent)' y elf ,, " "LI h a furn ace woL1ld be the cau e for the lo\ ,, 
of' 000 acre of \ 1irgi11i,1 nO\\' e\t irginia, fore t . Clearly, it i no 
\\1011tlcr tl1,1t 1r. empl bc)ught 10~000 acre i11 ~ uppo1·t of hi~ Keep Tr1 ~t 
ope1·at10I1. It wa a L1111ed tl1at at't r orne 30 )''ear of' regrowth, the 
tr,1 t cot1ld b ~~coc:1led'' ag~1i11. 

v e r1 t u a 11 )' t h i 1· on \\' o r k f e 11 ,, i c t i 1n to t h c C i i I W a r an d \.\' a 
dc\tfl))1ed be) ond rec larnation. IL i 11ot c 1·tai11 \A,1hetl1er th1 " ' a~ one of' 
the 1·t1r11ac de. tro d b) Genera) Da,1 id Hu11te1· a11<l l1is nion troop a 
th c) ~pt th ro LI g h the l1 c 11 a 11 do a l1 a 11 i n 1 64 ~ b ti t it i c 1 ear t 11 e ., it e 



• 

114 The Magazine of the 

experienced sorties from both side marching through Shannondale. The 
operation may have already been near to exhausting the local ore supply 
although some specimens are still to be found on the ridge next to the 
river. The environmental impact of fueling iron extraction in Jefferson 
County was considerable. The fores ts disappeared rapidly. The work of 
colliers was seen as a benefit by early farmers who preferred to work land 
that had already been cleared. 

By about the year 1880, the iron ''industry'' in Jefferson County had 
virtually collap ed. The Keep Tryst, Shenandoah, and ''Vestal' s'' 
furnaces as well a others in the Potomac valley had either been destroyed 
or abandoned. Reclaiming iron and manganese was no longer 
economically viable. A few furnaces became lime kilns in which 
limestone from adjacent limestone quarries was calcined to make lime for 
agricultt1ral or cement plant purposes. However, most lime kiln 
complexe were built specifically for making lime, for example, the 
Shepherd town Natural Cement Plant on the east bank of the Potomac 
River below Shepherdstown. Thus the story ends with just some stone 
edifices and some street and stream names remaining as reminders of an 
era that was most important in the builiding of ettlements that became 
Charles Town and Harpers Ferry and the development of a viable 
agrarian way of life. 

Illustration References 

Fi/?llre 1 - Cro s- ection drawn from information provided by Scott Southworth, U.S. 
Geological Survey, Res ton, VA, 1999. Map segment taken from '·Harper Ferry: Iron 
Crossroad 1740-1861 '' a map prepared for the author by the GIS Office, Harper Ferry 
National Historical Park, 2000. 

Fi.r?111·e 2 - Photograph by the author, 2001. 
Fig111·e 3 - Photograph by the author, 200 I . 
Fig Lt1·e 4 - Drawing by Edwin Tunis author and illustrator of books on Colonial America. 
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Radcliffe College, 1924; The Century Co., N, Y., 1930; reprinted, 1958. 

Chard, Jack. Mc1ki11g /1·011 a11d Steel. Ringwood, N .J. North Jersey Highlands Historical 
Society, 199 5. 

Hahn, Thomas F. & Emory L.Kemp. Ceme11t Mills Along the Poto,nac· Ri-ve,·. Morgantown, 
WV: West Virginia Univer ity Institute for the Hi tory of Technology & Industrial 
Archaeology, 1994 (Furnaces not used for iron. ) 

Ken1per, Jackson III. An1e1·ic·a11 Cha1·coal Maki11g . Hopewell Furnace National Hi toric Site. 
Eastern National Park and Monument A sociation. 1941 . 
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Notes and Sources 
Charles Town Academy 

1852,1853 
Class Rosters 

1939.00028-Powe,~s Collection 

Clarke County Histo,~ical Association 

The Magazine of the 

This hard back, school workbook was given to the Association by the 
family of Philip H. Powers, who was a staff officer for J.E.B. Stuart and 
later a teacher in the Clarke County schools. This book has been used 
afterward as a farm account book for Mr. Powers and members of his 
family and as scratch paper for penmanship. Some of the names are 
illegible to the editor, or their meaning is uncleai4

• There seem to be lists 
for two different schools, one po sibly Wickliffe Academy in Clarke 
County, the other the Charles Town Academy. The listing below is of the 
Jefferson County school. 

Rules and Regulations 
(for violations of which demerits ... ) 

School will be opened at 8 o'clock A.M. and each pupil required to be 
at his post at that time, for violation of which without excu e I to 3 
demerit according to time of arrival. A recess will be given at 10 1/2 
o clock A.M. during which time no pupil will be per1nitted to leave the 
Academy grounds without permission. The morning session will close at 
or about I o'clock, at which time the pupils will be allowed to go quietly 
to their dinners to return at 2 o'clock for the afternoon se sion, which will 
then commence and continue unto the pupil have finished their duties. 
The pupils on entering the school-room will take their respective seats in 
an orderly manner, and during the day no intercour e, other than that 
relating strictly to their studies, will be allowed. No pupil will leave his 
seat without pe1·1nission. Defacing desks, walls or books or in any manner 
molesting each other, is strictly prohibited, and punished by deme1its and 
if necessary, other and several means. Due deference and re pect is 
demanded for the Principal at all times. The use of tobacco the use of 
profane language, and all disorderly conduct strictly prohibited. 

September 1852 
Charlestown, Jefferson Co. 



Jefferso11 ()Ulll)' l-l1"to1ical oc1cty I 17 

LE 'DER .. C RY G. - 16 - I ep 1852 - Cot1nty 3 n1ile - Dr. Wrn.F. 
Lt ,'\ D R - Latin. French .. Math 

l.\l Q ITH. H RL - 10 - l ep 1852 - Town - Tho\. RUTHERFORD -
En 21 ist1 .... 

BA Yl .. OR .. RICH RD C. - o Age - 1 Apr 1853 - Tow11 - Robert BAYLOR -
Geogrr1ph). Engl1~h Gran1mar. rithmet1c. Hi tory 

Bl .. CKBLJR . JOH . - 14 - 1 ep 1852 - Town - Dr. R .. BLACKBUR -
Latir1 .. f rer1ch. Spani~h .. Math 

BROTHE:RTO . ROBERT - o age - I ep 1852 - Country .. 1.5 m - Robert 
BRC)TH RTO (Hirn elt~) - Engli. h 

B R ETI .. Tl1OS. A. - l3 - 1 ep 1852 - Town - Mr . . Jane H. BURNETT -

Lati11. French. ath 
BlJR TETI WM. - 15 - 1 ep 1852 - Tow11 - Mrs. Jane H. BURNETT - Latin, 

E11gl i h .. M,1th 

CO KL Y . nn,1111ed - no ,1ge - 10 Jan 1853 - Mr. CO KLYN 
0 KL Y . H RL rr. - I 5 - 10 Jan 1853 - Country - Mr. CONKL Y -
E11gl1~h Gra111111ar & Co111po it1011. Hi'->tory .. Arithmetic 

OOKE, B • HROD - 16 - 1 ep 1852 - Country, I n1ile - Edward E. COOKE -
Lati11, Fre11ch. 1t1th 

CORD LL, EAR E T - o age - 1 Jun 1853 - Town - Dr. CORDELL -
GeograrJl1)'. Grarnmar, l-listory. r1th1netic 

ORDEI_. L. ELTG E - o age - l Jur1e 1853 - Town - DR. CORDELL -
Geograpll)', Gran1rnar, Hi tor)', rith111etic 

0 LEY. /\ 1 LrEL - 10 - 1 ep 1852 - Towr1 - John T. COWLEY - Elementary 
~11gl i "h 

CR IGHILL. J E B.- 14 -1 ep 1852 -Cou11try- athanielCRAIGHILL -
L·1ti11, Frc11c.·h, 1,ltl1 

CR ' ~ JO,' PH- o age - 1 ep 1 52 - To\\111 - John CRA E - Engli h 
H \V. JOH. . - 14 - l ~ ep I 52- Cot111tr)' - Roger CHEW - Lati11, French. 
1 1,1tl1 

. J. HOG ~ •) - 12 - I ep 1852 - Cot1ntr , l /4 rn - Mr\ Marg,1re t 
D l C1 L, \ " - l ... a tin F re n c 11. Math 
I "' H J_, B E R G • R . B T • R - I 7 - 1 e p I 8 5 2 - Co u n t r )' - M art i n 
EI H LB 'RG R - Lati11, Greek., Math 

F Rf:l\1 '. ILLI 1 - 15 - I ep 1852 - Country - Jacob FOREMA 
En<1 lt\11 0 

G LL H R H RI ,: H. - 13 - To'A'n - . 'e l t1n G LLAHER - Lati11. Math. 
◄ 11<1 l1\h 
~ 
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HOOF, ALBERT - No age - l Apr 1853 - Country - Mrs. HOOF - Grammar, 
Arithmetic, Geography, History, Composition 

HOWELL. DA YID - 14 - 1 Sep 1852 - Town - David HOWELL - Latin, Math 
HOWELL, J.M. - 11 - 1 Sep 1852 - Town - David HOWELL - English 
HUNTER, ANDREW - 14 - 1 Sep 1852 - Town - Andrew HUNTER - Latin, 

Greek, French, Math 
HURST. JOHN - No age - 15 Sep 1852 - Town - Cpt. James HURST - English, 

Latin 
ISLER, CHARLES H. - 13- 10 Jan 1853 - Country - No name or study 
LACKLAND, E. MORTON/Martin? - 11 - 1 Sep 1852 - Country - Samuel 

LACKLAND - English 
LOCK, WILLIAM M. - 15 - l Sep 1852 - Country, 2m - John M. LOCKE - Latin 
MC CLOUGHTRY, THOMAS - No age - 1 Mar 1853 - Mrs. McCLOUGHTRY -

French, Math, Natural Phy ics 
MANNING, CHARLES - 10 - 1 Sep 1852 - Country, l m - Cpt. Thomas J. 

MANNING - English 
MOORE, CLEON - 12- 10 Jan 1853 - Town - Thomas. A. MOORE - Latin, 

Geography, English Grammar, History, Arithmetic 
REDMAN, THOS. S. - 7- 1 Sep 1852 - Town - John REDMAN - English 
STARRY, JUSTIN S. - 15 - Town - 1 Sep 1852 - No name mentioned - Engli h 
WEBB, BAINBRIDGE - No age - 1 Jun 1853 - Town - Mrs. Ann WEBB -

Geography, Engli h Grammar, French 
WEBB, EDW'D DOUGLASS - 11 - 1 Sep 1852 - Town, Mr. WEBB - Engli h 
ZIMMERMAN, JACOB N. - 16 - 10 Jan 1853 - Town, Mr. ZIMMERMAN 

Names Listed on Register Without Full Information 
WHITE, B. - Feb 1853 
WILLIS, N. - Sep 1852 
WILSON, W. - Sep 1852 

Elementary Geography 
ANDERSON, W. 
BILMIRE, E. 
HARRIS, G. 
HARRIS, S. 
KIMBAL, T. 
LEA VALL, F. 
McINTYRE, H. 
NORRIS, W. 

Reading & Spelling 
ANDERSON, W 
BILMIRE, E. 
HARRIS, G. 
HARRIS, S. 
KIMBALL, T. 
LEAVALL, F. 
McINTYRE, H. 
NORRIS, W. 
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Aspen Hill 
By Carmen Creamer 

On Augu t 4, 2004 the annual Society picnic was ho ted most 
graciously by Mrs. Elizabeth Smith at her home, Aspen Hill, located just 
north of Ranson on State Route 115. While a brief rainstor1n showered 
down just as the food was being served, Society members scrambled for 
shelter under the food tent. It's a good thing we all enjoy each other's 
company! Fortunately for us, the storm ended fairly quickly. After 
mopping up our chairs, Society members ettled back to enjoy the food 
and fellowship. Mrs. Elizabeth Smith then gave a brief history of the 
property and construction of the present house to the membership before 
opening the house for a tour. 

A I -story log structure attached to the two story, L-shaped brick house 
is believed to be the first house built on the property possibly sometime 
in the 1700s. This portion of the house may have been used at a later date 
as a kitchen. The attached brick house was built in a vernacular Greek 
Revival style by Captain James W. Hurst around 1830. There is some 
indication from doorway size and interior elevation that the southwestern 
portion of the house was built at a different time than the remainder of the 
house, although the construction of a columned entry porch gives the 
house a balanced appearance from the exterior. Later changes include a 
rear frame addition, which serves now as the kitchen for the house; an 
enclosed porch, which runs along the western end; and a brick two story 
wing at the ''L'' of the hou e, which was constructed to hold two 
bathrooms. The house stayed in the Hurst family until its sale in 1918. 

The Society Board of Directors would like to thank Mrs. Smith for 
opening her home to us, Magnolia Tree for catering the chicken, barbeque 
and lemonade, and Boy Scout Troop 42 for helping with parking and 
Betsy Wells, our Programs Chair1nan, f 01· arranging the event. 


