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Growing Up In Charles Town: 
History and Memory 

Saul Viene1· 

Pre:"' ide11t te,1le.., 1en1ber~ of the Jeffer. on County Hi torical Societ)' . 
and 11 111et0\\111 friend . e er ince Pro1~e~sor tealey invited me to ~ peak at 
tl1i "' . tl1e nnual Ivleeting of· the ociety, I ha e been flooded \\ ith preciou 
111er11orie ar1d heartfelt emotion\. ot only i thi a ignal honor, but even 
111ore. )'Ott ha\1e given me \Omething which happens all too . eldom. a 
happ)' opportt1nity to re-,1i it 1ny childhood, to once more grow up in 

t1 ,ti· I e L.. To v..1 n . 
I a111 a l grateful for )'Our invitation a~ I am to the Almighty for l1aving 

brought 111e to tl1i fe ti,1e and meaningful occa ion. 
Ho did it happen that IV/a born in Charle Town West Virginia? 
l a111 the )'Ounge t child of two immigrant orphan who had fortu11ately 

on1e to r11erica fro1n Lithuania. met here and were married September 2. 
190 ... i11 Philadelphia. Had they not come here they and their children 
\\'Ould ha\1e b en laughte1·ed by the azi and their willing helper in 
Li tJ1uania. T.he nc\\' l)' \ ed~ 1no\1ed to hip pen bt1rg, PA where 1ny f'ather 
or1ti11ued f1i t;f.fort~ t< bu. crap iror1, 1netal and rubber product to be 
l1ipped to 111ills, a mode~t e11trepreneur. 

Jn 1907 r11)' fatl1er \: a er1 route b train from Pennsylvania to Staunton, 
\1irgi11ia. to in\'e "' tieate a po \1ble bu ir1e. ,1entu1·e. Another pa5>~enger 
\\1a a JJro111i11 nt Jef·t·er on ounty t'armer and bt1 ine 'man, John Engle. 

uring the journe)' there ~,a4.; a chance 1neeting of· the!')e t\VO men. Ir. 
Engle told H)1111an \ 1iener about Jef'fe1· "' on County and Charle~ Town, 
pro,1iding detail of econon1ic opportunitie and the po \ibilitie of li\1ing 
lier· . \\1he11 tl1 taunto11 ,1tuatio11 pro,1ed un ati~facto1·y ITI)' father decided 
t t I l1e1·e b fore rett11·ning ho1ne. 

l1arJ To,1ln l k d like a good place to lj\,e and there could be 
po i l i I it i f o 1· a I i ,, Ii hood . Pro 111 pt I)' rent i n g a ho u e and ~table. he 
r tur11 d t l1ippe11 bt1r<1 \\1h re 111y 111otl1er. al,\1ay cooperating. alw,111• 

l1a1·ing r, ~~ p 11 ibi)itie a11d cl1a]]e11ge . re ponded favorably. Thougl1 a 
1nal] t \\111 p rJ1ap 000 per on Cl1ar·J To\\'n pro,,ed to be all for 

\\1l1i 11 tl1e ' had h p d and labored to acl1i ve. 

It h,app 11 d tl1at 111}1 pare11t H),111a11 and Rebecca iener .. nineteenth 
11tu1· , PilLri1n ir1 a ,,, Land .. \\'er 1noti,1ated to pattern their live .. on 
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the Judaic principles that the world rests on Prayer, Education and Justice. 
In Hebrew ''Justice'' is ''Tzedakah'' which can also mean philanthropy. 
According to our ancient calendar, we read the Pentateuch, the Greek 
Word for the Five books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers 
and Deuteronomy, during the course of the 12 months of the year. This 
week we conclude the very last section of the Book of Numbers which 
not only instructed those about to enter the Holy Land how to conduct 
themselves, but how succeeding generations should live. To accompany 
each Scriptural portion is a lesson from the Prophets. Upon this occasion 
it is Jeremiah who proclaimed for all eternity: ''Seek the welfare of the 
city wherein you dwell, and pray unto the Lord for it. For in its welfare, 
shall be your peace.'' 

These were the ideals of young Hyman and Rebecca Viener who came 
to Charles Town in 1907 with a very young daughter, Sarah, and a son, 
Harry. The children had been born in Shippensburg. Tragically, Sarah 
died at the age of eight. No doubt, some of you will remember Harry who 
served in the Charles Town City Council in the 1930s. 

Several pieces of correspondence have survived from those early 
years. Incorporating business and family matters, my father's brother, 
Harry, writes, ''First, write how your business is. Have you gotten a 
horse? Now if you can come sometime with all of your little family, you 
will be welcome guests, and we can have a good time together. Greet 
everyone for me. We wish you all the best in luck." Sustaining family ties 
was as important as Ii velihood because travel was not easy nor 
• • 1nexpens1ve. 

Distance and dislocation also gave rise to growth and fulfillment 
because my seven brothers and I were able to grow up free, free to live 
openly as inheritors of the faith and rituals of Judaism while absorbing the 
rich history of our Charles Town as well as the miracle of the American 
republic. Thus, we were beneficiaries of the blending of two worthy 
traditions. And now I stand here today endeavoring to capture something 
of the past and to give it meaning. 

My parents' first house was located on the site of the Western Union 
office of my youth and across from the Post Office. Later they moved to a 
house of North George Street just about where the street curves toward 
Ranson. Near them were Dr. and Mrs. Pittman and their daughters. I 
recall that in later years their daughter, Marie, who had married and 
moved to either Strasburg or Williamstown, VA, frequently returned to 
Charles Town to visit her parents and would always include my folks. 
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ro the road 1·1·on1 the orth George treet hot1. e wa tl1e Goetz 
add) 1· facto1-y and be ond '}la~ the Goetz re idence. Colo11el George~ 

\\1110 l1ad r,,ed in the ◄ ir\t orld ar, hi . b1·other, M1·. Hirarn" and even 
tl1eir l1y i ter, 1i~ Je1111y were all f1·ie11d of my parent and even pa11 

f 111 .. 1 childhood. bout 1917 our f'an1ily moved to a paciou brick hou. e 
, 1-1hich had been bL1ilt by en,1tor Campbell at 300 South George Street. At 
tl1at ti111e the fa111il included Harry Jo eph, Loui , Jacob, Rueben and 

1l':1t1rice. li ~1as born October 13 1918 in tl1e new house. Then on 
l,1rch 2, 1921, I arrived. Jake of~ten tell~ the tory that he wa playing 
ut ide \\1hen Dr. bner lbin came out of the hou e and reported, "'Oh, 

it N another bo . and proceeded el ewhere. It wa becoming a rot1tine 

an11ounce111ent I gue~"'" . 
11)1 1·emark~ today are not ju ta perL onal journey becau'" e it provide 

me \\1itl1 an opportunity to pa tribute to tho e good people who helped 
111 pare11t b)' offer·ing 110. pitality and friend~hip'I a11d ome helped my 
f atl1e1· sta11 l1i bu" ine. L. . Charle~ Tow11 pro ,ed to be all for which they 
l1ad l1oped arid labored to achieve. 

To help p1·e1Jare 111e for toda 's talk. John tealey wa kind enough to 
end 111e t\\'O copie~ of our Magazine which I found to be very good. I wa 

~~ o r·a\rorabl)1 i1npreL Ls ed ith the quality and content that I ju~t couldn't 
1·ead it f·a t e11ough. I re1nembered when Mi ~ Virginia Luca had the f'ata1 
auto111obile accident. Then. among man n1e1no1·ie~ wa ~~skinny' 
Ha1nn1011d 111)' cla\~n,ate. and the tory of hi~ aunt Camilla Wil hire~ . 
re~toratior1 ar1d p1·e e1-\1ation ef~fort . When I turned to the member .. hip 
li t a11d the o1ficer rn 111ind beca1ne a .. 'VCR"' flicking backward and 
f r\vard. i1nage~ up n imageL. , redi co ered, reorg,inized, refre hing. 

\\1,ilking \\,a the order of the day in tho~e year before obtaining a 
clri ,,er· ~ p 1·111it. t I ng la ... t \\/hen I could take that dri,1ing te t it proved 
t, b a l1orror be au"e of- the diff~icult of trying to ge.t up the hill at 
K ~1rn '.l ' ,,ill b au e you l1ad to cl1ange gea1· in the proceL ~ On a long 
aeo Satu1·da)' , not unl ik toda , our 11eigl1bor~ i Bettie eirick. '>.1ould 
an1bJ · acr .., t)1 outh George treet to make ure that all ~,a in order 
for und )' 111 r11ing 11~1 ~ i11 t. Jaine C<\ atholic Church. e t door to 
th l1u1· h \\' a th Bi l1op re id nee \\1h r Ill)' 111otl1er and her bO)' we1·e 

l,,,a_, ,,,el, r11 b_1 1li .. ,argaret and her 111other. Once the}' placed 111e 

11 a littl hai1· i11 the eard 11 a11d took my pi ture. 
P rl1a1 th 1 ,,a:-- on of tJ1 ti 111 \\1hen r~. Bi hop v.1ould hare her 
n rn \\1ith 111 , 111 ther about h r autl1or ( 11 Joh11 Peale Bi hop .. \\1ho 

li,1 • d f 1· ,,,a_ , .. \.\ a tl1i ,,.,hile h \,,a \\iriting th en ationa) no,1el .. 
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''Act of Darkness''? Sensational, of course, because it was based on 
something which had happened here. I recall that some years later when I 
had learned about the book I asked for it at the old Charles Town Library. 
I was told in somewhat frigid tones, ''We don't carry that kind of book!'' I 
don't think that I ever did read it, but I managed to learn about its 
background. 

Back across the street I could often be found at the home of my special 
friend, Roger Merchant, who lived with his grandmother, Mrs. Moler, in 
the house between the Weirick sisters and the Eby residence. Beyond 
them was where Miss Mamie and Miss Hannah Howell lived and beyond 
the alley, Miss Christine Washington and then the Amblers. The 
Methodist parsonage was across the street. Do you remember the 
Reverend Rosenberger and his attractive family? 

One evening last week while trying once more to revise another draft 
of today's remarks, the telephone rang. A voice exclaimed, ''This is Cathy 
Butzner from Fredericksburg. I just had to speak with you because 
today's mail brought a notice about your speaking in Charles Town. I've 
been thinking about you and your family all afternoon. I can still see you 
and your mother walking with you and Eli on an afternoon stroll. Maybe 
it was your Sabbath. Do you remember that you had curls? I tried writing 
down the names of all you children, but I'm missing a few. Whom did I 
leave out?'' All sorts of memories and stories flowed, and when there was 
a brief pause I acknowledged her thoughtfulness and exclaimed, 
''Catherine Todd Beltzhoover Butzner, how wonderlul!'' 

I filled in the family gaps, identifying those who had died and that Jake 
and I were the only ones left. Cathy recaptured memories and experiences 
long forgotten. By 'phone we traveled the Charles Town landscape from 
one street to another connecting the past with those who might still be 
part of the families who were neighbors and part of my life as well as 
hers. Bowling, Trapnell, Phillips, Moore, Rissler, Huyett, McC01·111ick, 
Wysong, Conklyn, Getzendanner, Baylor, her father, George, and mine. 
Finally, our telephone visit ended. Reluctantly, I replaced the instrument, 
holding on to it, continuing to feel the joy as I shed tears of appreciation 
for an unexpected and unforgettable preview of what today might have in 
store for me. 

Oh, make me a child again for tonight! Implores the poet. 
It has been almost three-fourths of a century since my father took me 

by the hand, and we walked down Academy Street, sometimes described 
as the ''alley'', away from our house for about two and a half blocks to 
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,~.,11at ,1pp ar d t be a \1er)' large brick building. It wa~ the Graded 
l1 o1~ ,111d I \\'a" about to .. tart m chooling. I ca11 till ee m t"'ather 

ta11ding along the all with other father and mother ~ in Loui e 
ardi11 1·' fir t grade cla roo1n. 

G1· \\ring up in harle~ Town for thi Viener al o meant following 
en Ider· brotl1er ~1ho had pa ed thi way before, and ome of who e 

l acl1er b cam mine. ll of thi had both it po itive and negative 
a p ct . ·Ju t ou '>t1ait until you get into thi teacher~ cla or that one. ''I 

01netin1e it \\1a con tructi,1e: .. ometime it wa pure devilment. After 
all I ,~-1a th younge ~t and \malle tin my family. 

Occa"1onall ~ the ~ugge tion were indeed con tructive uch a Eli 
telli11g r11 about the i th Grade teacher Mr . (Annie Darke) Baker who 
\\' C u Id read ~ ome er)' good torie . • One will be about a mongoo e a 
little anin1al in India. RIKI TIKI TA YI, and it' going to be wonderful.' 

11d it wa . Of cour e, it wa, Rudyard Kipling at hi be t. 
If r11e1no1·) er e me correctly Mr .. Baker had taught all of the Viener 

~·bo '~ -. In addition. 11 had taught the member of quite a few other 
t~a1nilie be au e I recall frequent ob er ation .. , compari on and 
1·itici~ 111 along tich line . I al o rememb r one other little epi ode 

ha i11g to d \\1ith the 1norning ritual of marching into the auditorium two 
b., ' t\\' -~ \\1l1ile one 01· the teacher kept the Victrola going. In the early 
y ars it 111a , 11a,, been i\~ Turner and later Mamie Howell. However, 
110 con,1e1·~atio11 \\'a allo ed. ilence wa the rule but one morning I just 
haci to "a on1ething to n1)' t .. ellow marcher_ he1man League. aturally, 
it \\'a of ucl1 importan e that he 11eeded to re pond. After all, whate er it 
\\1a ju t ou Id 11ot wait! 

~ o ner l1ad \\'e r turn d to our cla ~roo111 when \.\1e were ingled out 
r·or· th e11tir • la to learn of ot1r mi deed . I tried to hrink a far a I 

tild ir1to 1n .. 1 e,1t .. arid tl1 a1ne for p or in11ocent her111a11 .. I could .. ee 
r . Baker \\1ritin° our naIne on a co1·ner of the black.board near the 

d 1·. ar111 unci11f, t h \ 1·]d that each of u vlould ha,,e to rem,1in either 
] r r - - r11i11utc ,lf.ter ho 1 ended. 

\\' . I real)_, do11·1 r call ,~.1l1etl1 r \\e began geograph)' i11 Lucille 
\\1 b~ t r ~ lUrtl1 rade la or 111 tor)' in nna Ri le1· fifth. Did ar11 

81·ad l1a\\' t a 'h u 111 both th ~ econd ,1nd third grade ? i ~ ar)' Engle. 
talJ ar1d \\' 1·i110 l 11° kirt .. tau&hl ar1other e ti n of the third grade. he 
\\1'1~ a i tr th 111an \\1ho 1old 111 , Fath r about li ing in harJe ~ T0\\1n. -

\\' 8 .. r n in tl1e ba 111 nt of the Graded ho l building \ ith 
I · i 11 r1·i " in l1ar . h rlltlrri d laren e Hamrick. ,1 H 
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science teacher. It seems to me she was an assistant to Mr. Denny, our 
Principal, and didn't he teach us geography at one point? 

From Mrs. Baker's upstairs corner room we could see the Charles 
High School Building which included the Junior High School, our next 
step in our advancing education. We would find procedures and schedules 
different from the Graded School. Mr. Hurley, would be our new 
Principal, but we knew something about him because his son, David, was 
in our class. Upon reflection, I guess we were beginning to think that we 
were maturing, but now all these years later it was a farewell to an 
innocent and happy childhood era. The next six years would bring new 
experiences, new friends and even new teachers. 

When I entered the Seventh Grade Eli was a freshman and Maurice a 
junior in High School. Both were active in after school programs so I 
remained somewhat in the background, but when I reached the freshman 
class one of the rewards was Latin, taught by Miss Martha Phillips. This 
was an important first for me, an introduction to another language and an 
expansion of my knowledge. It was an exciting challenge, the classics 
interpreted by an excellent teacher. Another frrst was French in my junior 
year, an interest which continued into my college years and beyond. 

One ecumenical memory was learning a French Christmas Carol in 
preparation for an Assembly in the Auditorium. Later someone 
commented that he did not know that I could sing that well. I replied that 
I didn't either, but I certainly was loud! Poor Elise Hill, our teacher, 
suffered from an allergy to chalk dust so periodically unnamed members 
of our class would beat the erasers against the blackboard frames before 
she entered the classroom. With my own allergies in adulthood I guess 
penance is being enacted! 

Mrs. Dick taught us algebra in our first two years of high school 
followed by Mr. Hurley and Plane Geometry. In my Senior year I 
continued with mathematics by taking Solid Geometry. The popular and 
often repeated ''joke'' about not being able to see through it prevailed, of 
course. Science subjects were really not my favorites. Fresh from college 
and Shepherdstown native, Max Derr, taught Biology. Then in my Senior 
year there was Physics with Ted Elliott. They were both younger than the 
remainder of the faculty which helped. It seems to me that I constructed 
some sort of project for Physics which failed to fulfill the design and 
purpose. However, we had fun in those classes and even absorbed some 
knowledge. 

The Junior-Senior Prom was certainly a highlight as Spring arrived. 
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Th Ju11ior ,, a1·ranged the e\1ent i11 honor of· the Senior . Everyone had a 

t, o o d t i 111 \\' i t 11 prep ,1 ration " and the n the event a din 11 er a r1 d <;, o r11 e 
1·t111ark foll0\\1ed b da11cing. The following year, a~ enior~ ot' cour~ e~ 
\\' ,,, ~re th~ gtie~ t . . I)' dancing l1ad 11ot irnp1·oved. Graduation wa~ only a 
f e \\1 cl a ... al1ead. 

chool te(1che1·: were alway welcome gue t~ in our horne, not unlike 
o l 11 e 1· l1 o 111 e . i r h o u t m a k i n g l i g h t o f t he L er i o u n e c; of th e i r 
1·c. (J lJ1 ibi litieL of keeping in touch with the familie of the children they 
tat1gl1t, I , ould like to think that there wa another rea on t'or calling on 

Jll)' r11otl1er. We had a tlouri\hing grape arbor in the backyard behind our 
garage. E,1ery ye,1r 1om 111ade wine, S\\1eet and rather plea ant to taste~ 

~ JJ ciall i1 .. .,. Clt1r \l/ere only 8 or IO year .. old. In addition, depending on 
tl1e ,ea 011, tl1e1·e wa a st1ppl)' of fruit cakes which had been . oaki11g in 

J1ne of' tl1at \Vi11e. If we \Vere out of~ fruit cake there wa alway another 
ki11d cJf cake a11d a ~n1all goblet of wine which were ser\1ed to all vi~ itor 
i 11 c I u d i 11 g o ti r teacher . 

1.Y gr0\\1ing up in l1arle~ Town wa a bit different from my friend 
a11d Ja \111ate , but in a er)' po ' iti\·e way. Judai m i largely home 

rie11ted. J \ 'Cn though we l1ad no )ocal hou e of wor hip, the Sabbath and 

.. ti \1al~ \llere 'rupulou 1)1 ob~er\ ed and 1naintained v.,1ithin our home. 
'"J.,l1e Higl1 Holida)' in the Fall were the mo\t ignit"icant. Bu. ine ·~ ca1ne to 
a l1alt, ,:ind in succeeding )'ear~ we ~1 11 \\ent to Marti11sburg, and then 
8[1lti111 1·e~ a11d~ t111all ~ \\1a hington where m .. parent and older brother 
r 111~1i11 d affiliat d \1lith one congregation until the.ir death . A children 
\\1 ,,, c 1 : 111 e d th l1 o 1 id cl, \ be c au e \\ e v., ere ex cu e d from . ch o o I . .., 

,, 1·tl1el ., . \\1e had to rnake up all ot the work "hich \\1a .. 111i \~ed. 
111 tl1 ,1er)' earl)' )'ear hef'or·e ITI)' an·i al m)' parent retained a tuto1· 

\ 1lh li,,ed \\1itl1 ti i11 or·der to pro,1ide religiou i11~t1·uction f~or the older 

b )' . l·I J\\1e er .. b)' tll)' ti111e \\1l1c.11 the a1·tin . burg ynagogue began to 
gr,,,,. il l1ir·ed a11 a "ti11° 1·abbi \Vho f'illed all the need~ inclt1ding religiou 
i11 trt1 ti 11 i11 tl1e neigl1boring area . For a 1011g a I ca11 remember we 
,,, ~·r · affiliat · d and in\1ol,1ed in tl1e Iartin~ burg congregation. )' father 
h,1d l e 11 11e tl1e founder . a11d -rn , r11otl1er \\'a .. ,tcti ,,e in the W 01nen .. 

--
u • j l i [lf , . .. 

i J~ • tJr . the ~ e\\1 • torit ar1d me1norie M do not probe the depth._ of 
J \\1i l1- l11·i tia11 r lati 11 l1ip in ur cou11tr)' at larg or I e\\1l1ere in tl1e 
,,, 1~1,d. l1ild1·e11 ,,, l1ea1·, stor·i ,.. oJ' fJt·cjt1dice, e\1en hatred \\'hicl1 had 
b 11 p ,a 1·t 1.. u r p ::1 r :. n l • I i ,, i n u r op . a 11 d at ti 111 e i n 111 er i a. l n 

11 a r I To \\' n 1 a 11 11 t 1· a I l a 11 _ , Ll 11 J) 1 a ... a 11 t n . )' e . c l1 re \\' e 1· e 
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incidents about which my parents had spoken, and there were evil people 
who did not hesitate to point out that we were Jews, and did it unkindly. 
However, it was their loss to shun us. 

The Jews of Charles Town comprised a small minority, five or six 
families at the most. I believe that when my parents arrived in 1907 they 
found the unmarried Palmbaum brothers, Meyer and George, merchants 
and owners of the Palm Hotel. Also in Charles Town was the Theodore 
family which ultimately had five daughters. Ike Herz, his sister, Miss 
Lena, and their mother lived there. The Blums and Manstofs arrived 
somewhat later. 

Do you remember Mr. Herz, his courtly manners, his very good men's 
furnishings store which could compare very favorably today with Brooks 
Brothers or Paul Stuart? He was a very responsible citizen and had 
envisioned a beautification plan for the heavily traveled road between 
Charles Town and the Bloomery. The County adopted a plan of planting 
climbing rose bushes at intervals on either side of the road. The pink roses 
flourished but not like Herz because a reckless driver on Main Street 
struck him down. It was fatal and a major loss to our community. Miss 
Lena, now alone, moved to Baltimore. 

Many of my favorite memories surround the Festival of Passover in 
the Spring for which there are many customs and requirements. The 
house, and especially the kitchen, had to be thoroughly cleaned in order to 
remove any kinds of leavened bread or foods. We even went to Bush and 
Perry's dairy farm for the cows to be milked directly in to our containers. 
It was also a great opportunity to explore the farm and play with the Bush 
children. Provisions for Passover had to be obtained elsewhere, 
Baltimore, in the early years, which involved a long drive by automobile, 
almost three hours or more each way. For the parents it was a challenge, 
but for the children, an adventure. Needless to say, large quantities of 
everything were required for our expanding family. However as each year 
passed it became necessary to purchase extra Matzo, the unleavened 
bread, to accommodate an increasing number of friends and neighbors. 
Thus, commemorating the Exodus from Egypt took on meaning for others 
in addition to our family. Not until my college days did I become more 
aware of how my friendships were weekday associations and not for 
Sunday. My local friends were, for the most part, faithful churchgoers. In 
my younger days Saturday evening and Sunday were lively because my 
other brothers came home from Washington for the weekend. Our house 
was filled with people and considerable activity. It was fun. By the time I 
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~11te1· d 111 tl1ird )1ea1· of college ,01ne of· the ~'bO)' .. ~ (Joe and Reuben) h,ld 
111arri d. 1at1rice a]so n1a1·ried. but ren1ai11ed in Charle Town. Reuben 
a11d J,1kc h,td tr~1n "' t·erred to Richmond . o we L. aw ._ orne of tl1e.r11 le\~ 
f'rcqt1 11 ti)' . 

r1c r11 fo1· the le f'ortunate wa al 1w ay an obligation in our 

}1 u el1old. It \\1,1 frequently i1nplemented becau e the Great Depre~~ion 
l rou(1 l1t n1eI1 --eeki11g ba ic nece l itie . It wa I1ot uncomInon when the e 
t111fo1·tt1nate " knocked at our door they were brought to our table for 
~or11etl1i ng to eat. 

Other \\1}10 ca111e acroL L our thre",hold were men who tra\·eled into 
re111ote a11d rural n1erica on beha]f of Jewi~h concern . Thel e collector 
\\1oulcl bring r1e .. ot' f"riend\ or t"a1nily whom they had ~ een before 
r ,l hi11g ha1·le To\vn. l11 tum .. they would carry new from here to their 
11e, t d tinationL. fter all. this wa many year .. ago when ome a pect ., 

f life in a s111all l0\\1n were not unlike frontier day~ 01· an ev·en earlier era. 
Tt1u '"' ~ cl1ildl1ood and early teen pa ed. Suddenl)1

, I wa, one of· the 
19 ,gradt1atir1g cl,1~~ of Charle\ To\.\-n High chool. The mall protected 

\\1orld ot-- ,J1ildhood and harl To\.\·n wa coming to an end. Our live 
,,,ere ,1bout to change. a change beyond anything we may have e,·er 
rt= ,1 I i zed . \\1 i t 11 e ,, er .. , pa~ ~ i n g ye a r the i g n i t'i can c e of that j u n ct u re, 

111 ri11g 'Ol lege a11d then going of't" to war take 011 additional meani11g. 

lthough 111)' c)l<ler brother had gone away to college, Georgetown 
11i \ 1 1·silj' and the ni er .. ity ot· Penn yJva11ia: to the latter throt1gh the 

~n ot1ragel'11er1t ot .. Dr. tanle hugart .. long ti1ne prof'e. or at Penn and 
f,1n1il)' f1·i 11d. He ca1ne ho111e ever \Ummer and winter holiday to , 1i. it 
t,i . 111otl1 ~r \\1ho resided near what became the Pitt~ Mo\ ie Theatre on 
l\ ai11 treet. 

I r · ::1I]_ , did not ,,,ant to lea e hon1e \O happil11 I joined a number of n1y 

l1igh ~c110 1 c),1 "n1ate \ 110 enrolled in hepherd College a11d became 
d a i J _' · ) 1111n Ll t er . Te a chi n g \\' a~ 111 ) ' goal . In that fir t ye ,1 r I w a 

l1a]l 11 0 d a11d in pirecl bey nd a11)1tl1ing pre iou 1}' experienced in D1·. 

Rutt1 arb r tigh.. t1r,1e)' cour e ir1 odern Europea11 His tor)'. A -- oon 
a I tild in tl1 next f·c,,1 )'ear " .. I enrolled for e,1er)' hi')tory cour,e ofi"er·ed 

b 1 Dr. ",trb r u6 l1 a11d h,1rles T0\\111" s ov.1n Dr. illard Bu hong \\1)10 

l1ad j ir1cd tl1 fa 'U]t)' . B)' tl1i tirne hi ~tor)' had becorne an important part 
f~ 111 , lif . It l1elped pr ,,jct in ight int) the culture and e perience ot~ 

, r ,,, i11 U'P i11 harl To\\' fl th i11ter\llea,1 in2: of· thr ad \ hich ~,ere 

b 111ine ti, fabri f' n1)1 lifi . 
1= r J \\1~ a en of hi tor , i riti al a11d e ntial. Dr. arbo1·ough 

-
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introduced me to the forces of history through the centuries. In the 
process of preparing this memoir I could not refrain from reflecting on 
some of the academic changes which had occurred during my growing 
up. There were changes in the study, interpretation and understanding of 
our nation's history and the variety of people who helped make it so. 
Regional history expanded as did serious considerations of inequalities 
and prejudice even though the concept of religious freedom established 
by our Founding Fathers existed, anti-Semitism existed. It could be found 
in the quota system for Jewish applicants to many universities as well as 
faculty opportunities. All of this, of course, was different from the 
characteristics of the town where I had grown up. Within the last half 
century much has changed. Now, American Jewish scholarship is offered 
at universities as an important academic discipline. 

In 1942 when I reached the age of 21, I registered for the Draft. After 
graduating from Shepherd I applied for a commission in the United States 
Naval Reserve as had my brother, Jake. Before a month had passed I 
received my order, commissioning me as an ensign and instructing me to 
report on August 1 at the Cornell University Naval Training School, 
Ithaca, NY. We soon had to return to Washington to be fitted for all the 
uniforms required. On the evening prior to my departure I donned my 
formal white unifo1·m for photos taken on the lawn. Afterwards, my father 
and I took a farewell stroll into town to see folks and, I guess, to be seen. 
I was the second of the four Viener sons who would enter the service in 
World War II. Eli went into the Air Force while Louis, Jake and I saw 
Navy duty. Jake went to the Philippines after I returned from Australia. 
Eli spent time in Greenville, SC and Dayton, Ohio while Louis was at the 
Boston Navy Yard. 

The two months at Cornell were increased by two at Harvard. I was 
ordered to Hampton Roads for embarkment to ''Base Left'', an unknown 
destination. Time to come home briefly was allowed after which my 
parents and Harry drove me to Norfolk for an overnight with friends. The 
next morning, Christmas Day, Harry drove me to the Naval Base. As we 
pulled away I was not brave enough to look back at my Mother and my 
Father. , 

After six long weeks at sea we arrived at our hitherto mystery 
destination, Brisbane, Australia. It was January 31, midsummer and the 
most gorgeous flowers everywhere. Not only flowers but also in due 
course four more natives of Charles Town. The magic still worked. 
Francis Printz, another Naval officer such as I, Reddy Riddleberger, Air 
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J:;orce 

t u I Ii 

1lillard Trt1~ ell, al "O Air Fo1·ce. and Bill Moler . . A1-111y. I., a y 

11 \1e1· cl id get o e1· tl1c t·act that the1·e were 1-i" e rnen 1'"1·0111 that 
'-" 

Ii t t le t \ n i n e t V i rg i 11 i a. 
Brisb,tr1 J)ro,,ed hi to1·ic t'c)r ,1nothe1· ignificant rea~on for it wa the1·e 

tl1at I 111et Jackie a11d after a year· ·~ COllrt, hip we \\1ere 111arried. 
\\1ithi.r1 a r· v.1 n1onth "' after \Ve \\1ere married I wa<, detached fron1 ITI)' 

as ign111e11t ,~,ith the outh We "" t Arnphibiou .. Force and returned to the 

tat . Jacki and I \Vere f'"ortunate to travel on the \ame hip to San 
Fr,111ci L. co \\/l1er I ,va to recei ,,e further order . Here, too" there wa a 

' 11 a r I To \\' 11 o 11 n e c t i o n be c au \ e Red d y R i d d 1 e be r g er h ad b e e n 
trar1 "' f·e1·1·ed to the a11 Franci co area and hi~ wife" Kitty" had con1e to 
t,l)' itl1 l1ir11. It \ ,l\ lier J'"ather· Dr. Albin, who had u hered 1ne into thi~ 

\\1orld. and 110\ , Kitty did e,·erythi11g po ible to help Jackie, thi . new 

·itizen-to-be_ and to 1nake her welco1ne. It wa the beginning of a loving 
r111 i 111 e 111 or ,1 bl e t·1· i e n d h i p. 

I \\1~1 orclered to repo11 to aval Air tatio11~ Sanford, Florida .. and to 
~ r,, as the Co111111u11ic,1tio11, Officer. Interim lea\,e to come ho1ne wa 
111 luded. a11ford pro\ed a plea'"ant tou1· of duty .. bt1t .. more importantly .. 

ot11· df1t1gl1ter, Hele11e. waL bor11 tl1ere. The war and 111y navel career oon 
er1ded ,1r1d off tc) e .. t irginia Unive1· ity I went. 

... 0111e of ) ' OU k110\ .. I did not go into teaching. Instead I joi11ed the 
fa111il)' fi1·n1 in Ri h111ond \ here our son Pl1ilip .. was born. Richmond i\ a 

, \' o n de 1· t u l c o n1 r11 l1 n i t r i c h i 11 11 i . tor n at i on a 1.. reg i on a I a<., we 11 a 
1·el i ,, iot1 ,.., , \1e11 0111e () ca io11al opportu11 itie~ to teach. 

l t \\1a, (11 , o ir1 Rjchn1011d that f'riendly people 1nade u~ \\ elc()rne and 

\\1itl1 tl1e111 tl1e1-e \ e1·e opportu11itie and challe11ge . to work f'or the 
.. o 111111 11 e. o o d . (J t tl n 1 i k e 1n ) ' format i ,, e )'ea 1·s in Ch a r 1 e Town t l1 e 1·e 
\\' 1· 111e11tor ,,,)10 i11 pi1·ed rne and e11co11raged 111e, a11d to who1n I arn 

t r11, 11)' , rateful. f\11 of thi ha .. gi\1en 111e a11 ext1·aordinar11 gift, the 

p1·i ,1il ge f omi11~ l1cJme to gr0\\' tip agai11. ill yot1 not agree v,1ith 1ne 

t l1 '1 t \\' l1 ,1 , , " 11 are d p 1· e i o u me 111 CJ r i e ~ a n d p e r 11 a p . .. there b )' .. m ad e 

111 t l1i11h [l Ii tt I h i:-tor)' v,1 l1ich nO\\' 1 al I our O\ n? 
)' f 1· i n d . i t h a b en ob er,, e d t t1 at 11 e i t l1 er ~ob er h i tor)' nor 

d I art,11 11tal 1·e 01·d I 11d tl1e111"'el,1e. t that ... 01-t of se111i-hi\torical, ~cmi­

bi _rapl1i ~11 go i1 ,,,t,i 11 i 011,e of tl1e object . a it i '"' c~rtainl)' one of 

tl1 •- l1a1·111 f ,111 l1i to1·i al ~ iet 1• -
F1 1· tl1i 11 -ti111 - fir t g1·ader t da , l1a ~ b-..-11 a shining 1110111e11t to be 

\' r_ 1 111u 11 tr a .. u1· d all th cla_ , of 111y Ii fe. \\111,11 a ple11did 1110111ing thi 
l1a b-~11. , it radi a11 .. l i 11 0 e1· fo1· al I f LI for a long ti 111e to co111e. 
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I thank you very much. 

Editor's Note-Mr. Viener delivered this presentation to the Jefferson 
County Historical Society on Saturday, 29 July 2000, at the Civil Center, 
Old Charles Town Library. 
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Charles Town Resident 
Nathaniel Willis Washington 

Ge1·a]d Lee Ward 

athaniel \ Vill i \\7a hington I 905 
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' l t 11 a 11 i e I ( . ,, t \\' i 11 i \\1 tl 11 i 11 g t o n \V ,1 .. b or n A p r i 1 6 . I 8 8 1 , ,1 t 
B1·add k HoL1 . l1arle To\l/11. JefferLJ 011 ot111t}' , W . Braddock Hou e 
\\1a~ built b , l1i: fatl1er Bu"l,r cl orb1n ~1 hineton in 1 71. Braddock. a 
\ 1i t 1·ian . t ,1 l1ot1 ~e. i lo -,1tt:d a 111ile and a half outh\\1e t of' Charle~ 

• 

\\1 11 I n g th 1· ad to I a)' 111 n t . The ho u .. e get . i t "' n a 111 e fro 111 the 
11 arb , • Bradd k' ~ \~1 11-~ dug b_ , G ner,11 Braddo -k· __ t1·oops in 1a .. of 
17 -. Bradd k· ~ tr I) a 01npar1i d by Gec)rge \ a~hingto11. 011 their 
,,,a , t uqu 11 . r1111JJ d on \ a hington • Bull- kiri property. 

a t \\' , a 111 111 b ~ r f h a 1· I "' To \\' 11 • o I d e t f ,1 111 i J . 11 a r I e 
1, , 11 i 11 l 11 I 7 -1 7 9 . l1 i ~ rd er at bra r1 d tin le f o LI n de d Ch a r le ,.. 
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Claymont Court 

Town when he laid out the town on 80 acres of his property. Nat's great 
grandfather, Bushrod Corbin Washington (1790-1851), inherited the Bull­
skin property from his father Corbin Washington (1764-1799) who built 
Claymont Court on it in I 820. 

Nat's father Bushrod C. (1839-1919) and his mother Emma Edwards 
(Willis) Washington ( 1843-1930) were married in 1864 and had three 
children. She was the daughter of Thomas Hite Willis of Rock Hall, 
Charles Town, WV. Bushrod's first wife, Catherine Thomas Blackburn 
( 1840-1876), was the daughter of Dr. Richard Scott Blackburn, of 
Weehaw, Clarke County, VA. They had nine children in their twelve-year 

• marriage. 
In the Charles Town Zion Episcopal Churchyard, lot 45, 1 there are 

grave markers for Emma and Bushrod. They are not buried there as their 
interment is in Almira, Washington. They are laid to rest with their three 
children: Nat Willis (1881-1926), James Cunningham (1883-1926) and 
Peachey Ryland (1884-1926). His daughters Jane Farlie (1868-1911), 
Hanna Lee ( 1871-1917), Katherine Blackburn Washington War ( 1871-
1940) are buried near him. Also buried in Almira's cemetery are 
Katherine's two children, Janet Farlie Ward Wallace (1904-1995) and 

I \·Tombstone Inscriptions VI Zion Episcopal Churchyard (Northwest section)," The 
Magazi11e of the Jefferso11 Co1,nty Histo,·ical Societ)1 Volume XXXIV (December 1968): 
45,73. 
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Weeha,v 

t1,11·le He11r Ward ( 1907-199 3) ,1nd one g1·eat grandson Corbin Scott 
a ... t l ~ 111 an ( 1 9 I 7) . 

at \\1,1s raised in the beautift1l henandoah Valley. It was r·elati,1ely 
u11 l1anged f'o)lo\\1ing tl1e rece11t ··Great Conflict.·· Its inhabitant had felt 
th 1·,1\1ages ot~ a \\1ar th,1t hc:1d . wept back a11d for·th th1·ough their valley 
lik - a tide ebbi11g ,ind tloodi11g bet\\1ee11 the lu11ar like pulls of· 011h and 

ot1tl1. Tl1 ·rtr of tl1e di co1·d 1·a11 deep t'o1· .. 0111e of tl1e urvi,1ors of the 
, nfli t .. tit' ~ fattier. B. . W,1 l1i11gto11, retained tl1e ro1nantic drean1s of 

th i1·(1 i11ia pla11tatio11 day .. ... th,1t had pa "sed i11to Iii ~rory but .. had not 

be 11 f )1·gotte11. He tried to reente1· tl1e irgi11i,1n Gentlen1an • agraria11 lif'e 
t ) ' I i n I 6 .. - ,,, 11 11 11 1· t Lt 1· 11 e d to I a y 111 o 11 t ,t t t l1 e e 11 d o f~ the \\' a r. 

B ti ~ 111· d · "' \,,if . ,1tl1eri 11e. 110111 l1e 111'"1rried i 11 1864. had shared tl1e 
bt11·d n f tl1c: \\1.a1· eLono111\1 alo112 \\1ith tl1e other Wa .. hington \vornen and _, ~ ~ 

tl1 ·'i1· l1il lr~11 \\1l10 111~1ir1tain d Jay111c)11t du1·i11g tl1e l10 tilitie -- . Th e11d of 

'l l1 e i \' i I a r b r LI g I 1 t \\' i t l1 i t t h h ,1 r: h 1· e c o 11 .. t r u c t i o 11 e c o n o 1n i c 

11 d i t i r1 .. t 11 at , r ,, a~ t 1 )' d i f: fer 11 t f 1· o 111 t he i r p re - " ' ,1 r ] i f e t )' l e i n 

J e ff r 11 ll Il l )' . 

B u h r I • fat 11 r. T J1 111 a J l _ - I -4) . 11 ,1 d d i e d i 11 t e ~ tat e a 11 d l1 i '"" 

111 tt1 ,·. R b a Jar1et u1111ir1gha111 I _Q-1 90) h~-id "' i11ce 1·e111arried. 

H -r · 11 I t1u~ b~111cl. tt1 R \1• Ed\ ard . ~- 1le ~. had fotir cl1ildren fro1n a 
• 

p 1· \ ' i u ~ 111 a 1· r i a e, . J a r th e 11 d f t 11 e i ,, i 1 \\1 a r t 11 )1 111 o , , e d .. a 

111i ~ i 11ari t hir1a. 1.,11 , tl1~111110,,~d t Japan a11d ,1e11tuall)' retired 
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Catherine, ca 1864 Bushrod, ca 1880 

in England with her daughter, Anne Thomasina Ewing. 
Rebecca had expressed her concern to Bushrod during the war that the 

United States government might take Claymont as a reprisal because of 
his war activity. Bushrod wrote her from Ft. Delaware, where he was 
imprisoned, that he reasoned this was not the case as Claymont was 
officially owned by all of Tom Washington's heirs, not just the ones who 
were in rebellion. 

The United States government did respect the Washington property. 
The only deliberate damage done to Claymont by the United States troops 
was when they captured James Cunningham Washington (1847-1865) 
and his cousin, Herbert Lee Alexander ( 1846-1866) while they were on 
leave from the Confederate army. They were accused of being spies and 
in reprisal General Philip Sheridan issued orders to run off the cattle, 
leaving one milch cow, and to bum the rail fences. There were sixty-five 
sheep, three large oxen, one large imperial bull, 4 milch cows, eight head 
of young cattle, eighty head of hogs and three hundred bushels of wheat 
and the fences gone when the Yankees finished. 

Bushrod's two brothers, George (1842-1863) and James (1847-1865) 
were casualties of the war. The other living siblings, Thomas Blackburn 
( 1851-1923) and Anne Maria Thomasina ( 1854-1909), went with their 
mother to China. Hanna Lee (Washington) Alexander (1811-1881) with 
her children and Catherine were living at Claymont by war's end. 
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Emma, 1910 

Busl1rod had go11e to \: ar a\ a farn1er and returned hon1e with every 
ti~~ire to 1· turr1 to t'ar111i11g. Although the \\1ar and recor1struction cau. ed 
l1t1rd ~ hip\_ B LI \hrod pre\1ailed in the ta k a he f'armed Claymont_ 
Rict1\,,ood a11d Braddock. He rai\ed l1i eleven children in the timele ~ 

fa l1io11 of· \old irgi r1ia with trict "\ ot1thern and religiou~ belief~. He 
al ~ o g,1\1e tl1e111 the benet"it ot' a proper education. Both boy and girl -­
attend d ,1 'cldernies at harle Tow11. 

. • at t u d i d I a\\' at l he V\' e t i r g i n i a n i ,, er\ i t where he w a a 
111c111ber of· Beta Tl1 ta Pi Fraternit)' . \\' hile there he wa the fir "t family 
111 111ber to \\'Ork c:lt n1enial labor .. at worked in a "teel mill in Pitt burgh 
t ) arr1 tl1e I11one)' f~o1· ~c..'l1001. Hi~ option .. \ ere to work in the coal mine 
<. r ir1 tl1 teel 111ill . arid he took the latter a the lea\t of the two e ii . 

po n • 111 11 1 ct i o 11 o f 11 i .. t ti d i e o r1 p r i I I l . l 9 0 4 h e ob t a i 11 e d <1 

1·ti 1 ··ate { f -- x,1111i11atio11' i11 la, ,:tnd procured a \tarting position in a 

t1arl ,., To,,111 la\ , ot"'f'i e. Tl1erc he prepared for l1i bar exa1n. He wa\ 
':td111itt cl l the b,tr b)' tt1e .. "upren1e ourt oJ· ppeal\ of V\1e t irginia 011 

pt n1 1· .. .. I 9 6. 
Ja111t; t111ni112l1a111 \Va hi11gton. ,1t- ot111ger brother .. \1/a ~ the fir t 

\~1a~J1in_t n l 111i0 rat t the t,tl bearing the f~an1il __ na111e. l11 I 90- he 
\\' r k d a a 11 a , c u 11 t a 11 t 1.. 1· \\1 ) ' e r h a e u ,., e r .. o 11 e o f t h e P a i f i c 

1·tl1,,1 ~ t' lu111b r eiant . The \\1port lun1ber c,1·111p \\' a lo ,1ted about 
f rt ' 111il v ,1 1·tt1 f p kan . \~' a"'hi11_ton 11ear the Idaho boarder. 



36 

Q-and Coulee £1:lm 
,,...,~tf.J t O ◄ ._t.AtE 

t-c, " It.AU 

The Magazine of the 

SPO ~JI E RhfEFl 

OREGON 

0 
► 
:I 
0 

The Spokane economy acted as a 
magnet, drawing migrants into its 
bosom which spread out into the 
surrounding country. Spokane, 
Washington State's second largest city, 
was the center of the Inland Empire's 
railroad hub for the Great Northern, 
Northern Pacific, Milwaukee, Union 
Pacific and Spokane, Portland and 
Seattle railroads. From Spokane all the 
Inland Empire's agriculture, fore st and 
mining products could be transshipped 
south, east, or west. 

Jim Washington may have written 
Jim Washington, Nat of the many job opportunities for a 

1905 young enterprising lawyer available in 
the booming Inland Empire. For whatever social or economic reasons that 
may have precipitated his move west, Nathaniel Willis Washington 
migrated from Charles Town in 1906 to Washington State. It could have 



Jeffers 11 Ltrlt)' 1-l i.· tori~al ociet)' 37 

be 11 fo1· ,111)' 11ur11ber of 1·e,1 011, . It rnay be .. a~ hi~ ~on.. at jt111io1· .,aid .. 
• 8)' bei11g jilted b_ Col. A11gu ~ W. • cDonald s grc1nddat1ghter Kate ... 
1:: o 11 o 111 i c In ore t l1 ,111 a 111 our 1 i k e 1 }' p I a 1 e d an i rn po 1· t a 11 t pa 1· t i 11 h i '-> 

d i io11 to 1110,1e \\.'C. t. Tl1e We t wa. boo1ning and We~t Vi1·ginia \\1a , 
till t1f~fe1·i11g tl1e af'te1·n1atl1 of· tl1e Ci,,il War recon\t1·L1ction and the I 890~ 

d t p 1· s s ion . 
Tl1e ec<Jnon1)' i11 \\.'e..,t Virginia 1nay not ha e held an attractio11 f'or thi 

)'Ot1ng Ja,,1J1er. There certainl wa not a '>hortage of attorney .. in Charle. 
T0\\111 \\'hicl1 certainly had ple11t)' of legal work writing up la11d deed. and 
\\1ill . e t irginic:1 did not hold the . ame oppo11unity for at. He cot1ld 
bectJ111e in te11 ~ el)1 i n11ne1·sed in the devel opn1ent of ~uch a vac; t and 
u.11. ettl~d ,irea a\ , a a,,ailable i11 Wa",hington State. Like tl1e Califor11ia 
bot111d Jet't-=-er on Count)' Fort)' iner~~ the 11ew century men were heading 
v.re~t for Ll1e opportunitie '"' a11d freedom of: the Pacific orthwe5t. 

TJ1e Pacific idc of Washington State was experiencing an ebbi11g 
b C)111 co110111y ith the wi11ding down fro1n the Ala ka11 Gold Ru<;h. 

l1ile 011 tl1e e,1 ., t ide .. the agricultural i1nporta11ce of the area was ju t 
e111 rgi11g. l1 re,1er i11·igation vla a\1ailable, n1o~tly alo11g the Spokane .. 
Polou e ,111cl olt1111bia 1·i er .. apple orchard~, grape\ and hop ,,ineyards 
f I o ti r i 11 t d i n \ h at \\'a\ once~ I e (., ~ than 5 0 ye a r \ be t~o re con i de red 
\\10rtl1le. , ... agebru h cot1ntry. 

he Big Bc11d countr)' of' the Columbia lie we t and c;outh of Spokane 
a11 I \•la s p,1r· '" el)' populated in 1900. Tl1e inhabitant. ~ rno ti y farmer , 
, \ 1 • 1· e cc> u 11 t d i n t 11 e l1 t1 11 d 1·e d "" ~ and 1· an c he were o large the;' \\1 ere 
11·1t:a t11· d i11 ectio11 . It contain "01ne of' the be t \\1heat growing land in 
tl1e ,,,, 1·ld. \\1 a1·111 da)'S and cool night dt1ri ng the grain growing -- ea~o11, 
a11d tl1e 1·igl1t a111ou11t of rai11f all produce 111ore th,1n 20 bu hel an acre. In 
1 10 tt1e Bi~ Ber1d grai11 crop wa'" ~1orth I 0~000 .. 000. Dt1ring harve~ting 
~c;a 011, it \\' a co111111on t-()r l\\1ent l1or\e tean1 '"' to pull combine v.1 ith five 
to t e11 t a n1 \\'or k i 11 g i 11 u 11 i '"'on p 1·e ad o tit a cf()~~ the b o u 11 ti f u 1 go Ide r1 
fi Ids. 

111 l 906 at [l .. at ~1cti\1ated hi law career b .. opening a l,1w 
pra ti • in l1ni1·a.. a ~111all Li11coln ot1nt)' to, n~ 9() 111ile we~t of 

pok,111 . l111ira ,,,a 11a111 d f·or it.'." f"o t111cler" ~pot1 e .. Al111ira D,1, 1~ .. 

\\111 11 it i11 r·porat I i11 I 6. \\1ht;Il 'at '" tepped off' the trai11 .. it ~ 
popt1 l 'lti 0 11 ,,,a r1t a t \\' n t.)' _ ,ea1· 11 i gh of 36 . 

f\l ,111i1·a ,,.,a ituat d at tl1e ,,,e ter11 ter111i11u ~ of the e11tral \\' ashin2ton 
\-,, 

R,1ilr ad tra k . Tl1 tra k \\1, r bt1ilt for tl1e trc1i11 to pick up \\'heat f'rorn 
tl1 , 13 i Q B 11d r, i11 I \1atc 1· . 1 l1e train 111a \ ' ha,1c been at a dead e11d, at 

~ -
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was not. [The train would have to back-up to Spokane.] 
Nat was beginning a new life cycle. He took up residence at the only 

boarding house in Almira. The Hotel Almira having been lost in ''the fire 
of 1903." He was one of two eligible bachelors living at the 
boardinghouse. His attributes were: he was the only lawyer in town and 
he was a young and a handsome well-spoken southern gentleman. His 
personality was described as a person with an even temperament and 
disposition with a slight West Virginia drawl. He opened a law office on 
the ground floor of the bank building in town and soon became the city 
attorney. 

Another resident of the boarding house was Miss Gladys Fuller ( 1890-
1969) from Port Orchard, WA. Gladys was the new school mistress for 
Almira. At age sixteen, she was just starting her career in teaching, that 
would eventually span five decades. She later would attend Central 
Washington University earning her degree in education. She ended her 
career as the Superintendent of Public Instruction for the State of 
Washington. 

Nat, like his father, older brother Bushrod and many of his ancestors, 
became a Freemason. In 1908, he petitioned Almira Lodge No. 127, 
F&AM for the degrees in Masonry. He became an active lodge member 
and served as the Lodge's Master in 1910. The records show his 
continuing activities in the Grand Lodge of Washington's annual 
meetings. Tom Holman, Grand Master of Washington was going to 
participate in the 1923 dedication of the George Washington masonic 
Memorial, in Alexandria, Virginia. Nat gave him a historical letter to take 
with him to the ceremony.2 The letter, dated March 2, 1825, was to the 
Honorable Bushrod Corbin Washington, a Mason and owner of Mount 
Vernon. The letter was written by Thomas Sipple Jr., Grand Master of 
New Hampshire. In it he suggests a Masonic Memorial be built at Mount 
Vernon in memory of George Washington the Mason. The letter stated 
several Grand Lodges would provide funds. A memorial was built 100 
years later by the Masons in Alexandria, Virginia. 

In 1908, Nat's father, mother, sister Peachey (1884-1926) and his 
sister Eleanor's (1867-1894) two sons John (1892-1985) and Corbin 
Washington Castleman ( 1893-1989) followed the vanguards of Jim and 
Nat to Washington State.3 Their first stop was in Spokane where Bushrod 
bought a home on the south side's fashionable Cliff Avenue and opened a 

2 Masonic T,·iburie, Page one, Vole. 7 No. 42, October 20, I 923, Seattle Washington. 
3 Spirit of Jefferson, April 7, 1098, Charles Town, WV. 
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cl o \\! 11 to ,,, n re ,1 1-~ s ta t e o f' r· i c e . i t l1 i n two )'ea r \ .. J oh 11 an d Corbi r1 

a t I 111 r1 h ,1 d 111 o v e d t o o 11 t a 11 a t o j o i n t 11 e i r A LI n t K ate o 11 11 e 1· 

l10111e tec:1d. 

-

\ 1ic,,, f1·<)111 th ranch on the , e. t bank ot· the Columbia. Looking outh 
t()\\'ard tl1e ~ite ,,,here tl1e Grand Coulee Dam ,,,as built. 

Bu l1rod . ashing-
t ) 11 \ o u Id 111 o \1 e. i 11 I 9 1 0 
fro111 pokt1ne tt1 tl1e 1·anch 
J 11 t I 1 o I LI 111 b i a R i e r . 
B LI ,~ 11 1· d l1 ad b o tl g l1 t t \\' o 
h Ille nt ,id ,.. of" 6 .. 0 ,icre 
·' ,1 11 f • r o 111 t , \' o h o 111 e -
t ~ '"l d r ~ \ 11 g a,, e u p on 

l 11 h I a r1 d t· a r 1n i n ~ . 
Pea he)'. Ji 111 [1nd at ft led 
le r tl1r c adjoi11i11L 65() 

r l1 n1 t a tl~ . T 11 e 
r ,111 , 11 i t ~ i o 11 t )1 

b a 11 k , t t 11 o l u 111 b i a 

IJeft to right: Peacl1 .. ', 1 at, Jim ___, mma, and 
B. . on the ranch. 

Ri,1 1·. Tl1e 1·iv r tL1r11 .. to'\ ar(i the 11orth ,1t the oule Dan1 ite. It flov. 
11orLl1 f: rt\\' 1,, 111ile b r tur11i11g \\' t a0 air1 fo1·111i11g the Big Be11d 

t1r1tr ' f the 1u111bi, b,1 1 1. Th 1·a11 11 i 011e n1ile dO\\' n ~ t1·ea111 f'ro111 
• 
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Nat maintained his law practice in Almira, traveling the twenty miles 

by rutted road to the ranch either by buckboard in the dry season or on 

horseback when it rained. The road crossed the mouth of the Grand 

Coulee, a very large dry valley extending 26 miles south from the west 

bank of the Columbia River to Coulee City. The road skirted along an 

outcropping of granite bedrock polished by ancient glacier action. This 

outcrop of bedrock would in the future play an important part in Nat's 

life. 

Nat & Gladys, 

Ephrata 1916 

Gladys and the twins, 

Glenora and Roberta, 1918 

Nat and Gladys Fuller, after a seven year courtship, married in 19 I 3. 

The wedding was at her parents' western Washington home in Port 

Orchard. Their marriage would span only thirteen years, ending in Nat's 

tragic death. Shortly after their marriage they moved to Coulee City at the 

southern end of the Grand Coulee. Their union produced four children. 

Three lived to maturity: Nathaniel Willis, Junior (1914), Glenora 

Gertrude (1917) and Roberta Ryland (1917-1987). 

Life in the Big Bend was not without hardships. The W ashingtons lost 

their second son, Francis Daune ( 1916) three days after birth. While in 

Coulee City, Gladys suffered a slight wound on her leg that eventually 

turned gangrenous causing the leg to be amputated. 

In 1916 Nat ran for Prosecuting Attorney of Grant County. After his 

election to this position he and Gladys moved south twenty-six miles to 
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tl1 ot111t_ 1 e,tt i11 EpJ11·ata. Being an elected oft-icial l1i~ Jegal and ci\ ic 
~1 ti\1 itie ... tc> k 0I1 l1erct1lea11 proportion c, . ln tl1e courtroon1 his pledge 'it'a .. 
,1 l1e ,1id .. -·10 ~cure i111ple ,1nd ex,1ct jLt "tice." Wealth .. power, 01· 

i11flu 11 c 11e,,er di,,erted l1i111 frorn hi pathwa)'. The record ., are full of· hi 
actio11 ~ a l1e bt1ilt 011 the str,1tt1111 ot .. hi legacy. 

Hi ~ pr·i ,1te la\V practice recor·d" are f~t1ll of action\ l1e took to help 
111a]l 1·~111cl1ers ecure their legal p1·operty 1·ight .. . For hin1 equal ju~ tice 

111ea11t ec1ual oppo1·tt1nity. Whene\1er in the cour~e 01:- development the 
po ibility f'o1· econo111ic gai11 beco1ne\ apparent, the speculators hone~t 
,1nd disl1011 .. t alike~ ca111e t'orwar·d. Many absentee Big Bend land owner~ 
,,,e1· app1·oacl1ed b)' e11tre1Jre11eu1· to ell their '~worthle~~ lar1d'' at below 
I ote11tial \1,1Jt1e. 0111e wI·ote to at for hi opinion. His reply to one Mr . 

. M. Hei11 f:-ro1n Iinne,tpoli~, 1 wa t1·pical. He cautio11ed him to pay 
tl1 ta es a11d l1old 011 to the land until irrigation came to the basin. 

,at popt11,1rity \\1a ~ not \Olely with the establi~hme11t ot .. re~pectable 
· 'itizen ., li,,i11g i11 tl1e olt11nbia Basi11. efariot1s me11 ,llso ~ought hi1n out. 
011 atternoon ,t ) ' Ot1ng ba11dit robbed the bank at Wil\. on Creek north of 
◄ pl11·r1t,1. l1en tl1e po'),e ca Light tip with l1im a gun battle ensued 1·e. ulting 

i11 tl1e b,1ndit' death. \\' l1en the yot1ng b,1ndit was identif~ied it turned out 
to be 13abe Pruitt. ho had ~er ed one 11ight a the n1ayor of Ephrata. at 
\.\1 a, hi11gto11 tl1e Cot1nt)' ' Pro~ ecuti11g Attorney~ wa~ a ked .. by the boy'" 
father t > pr~ach the t·uneral ,ern10I1. The elder Prt1itt was hin1self 
'011 id ,-~LI a11 u11 a,,or)' cl1arte1· a... he wa. a former member of the post 

\'.rar \\1i]lia111 l,11·k Qua11trell ~ Kan~clL Raider .4 

Tl, Ku Klt1x Klan \\'a t1·., i 11g to, but never did, obtain a t·oothold i11 

tl1 _01·t)1\\' t. 011e of tl1e group a1Jp1·cJached l1in1 to joi11 tl1eir cau\e. He 
111 ,1)' l1a,, figl1red at to be a bigot like l1i111~ lf. Ho\ \Alro11g he waL ! Tat 

al \\/ 8)'... t od tal 1 1·or de111ocraC)' a l1e \\'a .. a Free1naso11 and a DerTI()crat. 
H k11e\\' ,,,ell tl1c cor1 el1t1ence of· ob .. e\\ion of ido1atr)' a11d bigotry. 

1 al 111 a .. 1 h ~1 , , ], f.t \ e t i r g i 11 i a for econ o n1 i c re a on but We t 

\ 1 i r <1 i n i a 11 . \ ' e 1· 1 e ft h i 111 . I 11 l1 i ~ 11 ·a n d o n1 e 1 )' o rd e d 1 e n1 o 1· i a I D ,1 y 
b~ r·\1ar1 ~(Jee h gi\1en Ila _5. 19_ 1 at l111ir,1, Wasl1ir1gtc)11, he spoke 

,1~ a t)at1·iot ,~1itl1 t I rr1n e for l1i~ b Io,1ed irginia ho1ne: 
... ... cl \\/ar \\'~1 lo { r111d l lie .. le1·r1 111,1rks of \ ,lf remai 11 \ 1i i ble. In 
,, r ' litt] t ,,111 ar1d \1illage tl1e1·e are ht111clred ,. ot· un1n,1rke.d gra\,e~. 

f\ ~ i11_l 111arblc l1a·ft d -di at cl to tl1e unk110\\111 dead of.ten er\1
e k 

a., tl1 111. , 111o nu111e11t f o r tl11; l1und1·ed . "c) or1e \\1l10 pau es to 

4 e re l1n r ~ Hail 0 l11111bit1. pt1ge 14, 19-4, "f 'l1e 1 acmillan o . . ' e'"' ) ' ork. 1 . 
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inquire who is honored, is concerned whether he wore the blue or 
the gray, and nowhere would you find one who has an unkind word 
for those who fought on either side, of that terrible struggle, where, 
brother fought brothe1·, and neighbor fought neighbor .... each side 
fought for a principle it considered sacred. But the people of the 
south were quick to recognize that their defeat was the happiest 
outcome, and that their success would have been a calamity if our 
great nation was left divided.'' 
Irrigation was a topic of enor1nous interest to those pioneers trying to 

ranch in the Big Bend area. Growing anything other than wheat in the 
Columbia Basin was difficult and very unpredictable at best. Most 
Columbia Basin ranchers therefore raised wheat and some cattle. For a 
stable farm economy however, water for irrigation in predictable amounts 
was essential. With irrigation, the soil at the Washingtons ranch produced 
a wide variety of crops including melons. Bushrod had already begun to 
plant an apple orchard similar to the one he had at Claymont. His problem 
was not the lack of water. His problem was that the coyotes ate the 
melons and the rabbits nibbled on the tender shoots of the seedling apple 
trees. 

• 

- ... 
-

The current pump after a flood. 

'~ ---· t 
--4d 

On the Washington flat's ranch they used a ''current pump'' to force 
river water up almost ninety feet to the bench land for irrigation. The 
pump used the river's current to power a long sweep oar attached to a 
piston. The river current pushed the oar down stream until it reached a trip 
used to raise the oar out of the water. A spring then pulled it back 
upstream for the next pump cycle. Due to almost daily river, stage height, 
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I.Janna ec B. . and at \ \ 'a hington irrigating from the ranches pring. 

1luctuation it eitl1er left the pump arn1 high and dry, flooded or broke11. 
Tl1 L11·1·er1t pt1n1p, a g()Od a\ it \lla , pro\'ed not to be a practical pump 
d~ ig11 f .. or u L e 011 the \ ild upper Columbia Ri\'er. On other ranches, wind 
111ill \\1er~ ot~t 11 tised t pu1np \\1ater t'rom deep well~. The Wahington'~ 
had a pring tl1at ge11crou. 111 tipplied more than enough \.\tater for their 
dc>111c; ti Ll e .. li\1e:tock arid irrigation of the far1n kitchen garden, 

Tl1c epter11b r 28. 1892 JJokc111e StJoke 111c11z on page 5, reported 
tt1 1·) ''"as lo ,11 talk of~ bt1ildi11g a11 irrigation da1n on the Colu111bia River 
at th :. 1·,1nd ou lee. Tv.1en t;1-fi e ye(1r late1· .. people of the Big Bend 
\\1 r ,, 1· , .. )11npatl1 tic to ar1y cau~ e that would br·ing irrigation i11to the 

lt1111bi,1 B,1 i11. It \\1a du1·i11g tl1i ~ ti111e that at wa~ f"ir t introduced to 
,,, l1at ,,,a prob,1 bl)' the ~ i ng le 1110 ~ t impo1·tar1 t topic i r1 tl1e Co I um bia 
8 ,a i11~ i1·1·igatio11 - . >r 11101·e preci ely the ne.ed for it. Ever1011e it the ba in 

\\10t1) I b 11 fit i--·ro111 irrigation_ 11ot ju,t t~ar111e1· . at and other t""elt that 
11 ,,, ,,,a~ tl1 right tin,~ to bt1ild a dan1. The big c1uel tion of the day wa 
- \ 111 at i th b L a 11 d c 11 ea pe t n1 tho d to b 1· i n g i rr i g at it) n i 11 to the 

I u 111 bi Ba i 11 ~ 

111 1 19. tl1 v\' a l1i11et o r1 t,1te Legi~latt1re creatt;d the Colt1n1bia 
u1·\1 _ , 111111i io11. Thi a t offi iall)' lat1ncl1ed tl1e de\1elopn1ent of the 

lu111bia Ba'" in r po,1.1er a11d 1· clan1ation \\1hich included irrigation. On 
Jul)' , t tt 11d d a talk 1 i,1en ir1 hton. . b)' 1

4

• F1-ederick . 
II 1·ri11gt 11 \\111 \\la ~ pla1111i11g t rt111 for the tate Legi latt1re. r. 

- Ge rgc u11b r . l1ail 0 /11111/Jia, ·rhe ta 111illan o., te,,, \ ' ork. T) ' 

1 1nr ar t 111 111p 11 /Jae fo ,· J_.i1 1i11 , page 7. 1944. 1etropolitan J>re: . Pon land. 
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Jim, Peachey and Nat at the Grand Coulee on the ranch. 

Harrington was expected to speak in-favor of the Grand Coulee dam 
project. He surprised everyone. Instead he campaigned for a gravity 
system proposed by the private Washington Water Power Company of 
Spokane. 

Nat said his concern was if it, the private power company, had control 
over the power and irrigation the people's rights would be abridged. He 
did not like this private corporate situation because of its wealth and its 
consequential control of public policy. The democratic solution, he said, 
was for government to hold ownership of all natural resources, in 
perpetuity, for every citizen's benefit. 

In December of 1919, the early report from the Columbia Survey 
Commission came out favoring the gravity system and private power 
development. In its study, the State Commission considered building a 
dam only 180 feet tall. They said it only needed to be high enough to 
furnish electricity for pumping water for irrigation. They also stated the 
cost of operating pumping machinery for the Coulee Dam irrigation 
project would be prohibitive. The report ignored the asset of developing 
public power for sale. In other words, the report favored a proposal by the 
private Washington Water Power Company. Nat and others were opposed 
to the report's results. Nat vowed to fight it to the end of his life. He said 
''he would attack the report's findings against the Grand Coulee site.''7 

7 Margaret Thompson, Space for Lii1ing, page 109, 1944, Metropolitan Press, Portland 
Oregon. 



J e ff c r o 11 t111 t )' I.J i l r i a I o i et)' 45 

Tl1 0111111i ~ L io11 • ~ report on the load bearing ct)ndition 011 the Grand 
ot1) • ,"' ile tt1ted ··The co11~ truction of' a dan1 of uch di111e11 .. ion~ in c:l 

ri ,, ~ r 'l. I a r ge a t 11 e o I u m bi a, even on an id ea I t~o u n d~1 ti on. appear\ to be 
l1i&t1] , in1p1··1ctical . if 11ot impo'" ible.·· The tate Cornmis~ion ·s report 
al o t,1ted the dt1111 · " foundatio11,. a. propo .,ed. would ha,,e to go 150 to 
_50 feet do,\1 11 to bed1·ock. They e~timated the co~t of exca\1ation to 
bedro k as 11ot bei11g practic~1ble. The report further ~tated the wild nature 
and tl1 l,1rgc L ize of· the Colu111bia Ri\ e1· \\1ould 1nake it impo sible to 
co11 "' t1·uct ,1 d,1111 ,1t G1·a11d Coulee. Propo11ent. of the darn pointed out two 

t 11 1· J ,1 r g d a 111 " h ad bee 11 con \ t 1· u ct e d on I a r g e r i v er .. n a 1n e I y the 
L oua11 on tl1e 1 • ile and the Keokuk on the Mis. is ippi. The handling of 

tl1 ri,1er· \\1,1ter dt1ring cot1 "truction ot .. those dam~ wa. ju. t as difficult a. 
tl1,1t of tl1 ol u111bia Ri er at the Gr,1nd Coulee . ite. 

,lt ,,,a .. f"amili,1r with tl1e enor1nou "ile of the granite rock outcrop at 
th 111outf1 of tl1e Grand ottlee fro1n crossing it on hi~ many trip from 

J111ir,1 to tl1e ra11cl1. He also knew about high quality granite rock from 
gro,\1i I1g LI JJ i 11 tl1e e.a, t. With thi know ledge, he , aid. he expected the 
xpo ed gr,111ite rock cliff~ of the Grand Coulee would extend down and 

u11de1· tl1 1·i, er bt:d. 
\~' i t 11 • 1 ,1 t ~ , I ea de r" hi p a r1 d e n c o u rage 1n e n t . th e G ran t C o u 11 t y 

0111111issio11ers \~/anted 1nore ini~or1nation concerning the f'ea ibility of 
bt1ildi11g ,t dar11 at Gr·t111d Coulee. Tl1e)' in tituted a program to conduct an 
e11r,i11 e1·ing tud)' of tl1e a1·e~1. Cha1·Ie .. Duncan~ the county engineer wa\ 

t11·\, - ) 1ing for ,1 1·oad fro111 the top of tl1e G1·a11d C()Ulee do'Nn to the ri\1er. 

1.,11 , ·par1dcd thi ... project so he could ell o rnake the fir t e11gi11e\.;ring 
. t11·,, ) ' of tl1e G1·r111cl oule Darn ~ ite. 

l11 Jar1t1 '1ry 19_0 111er1 f,1·0111 the '" ix Big Bend cot111tie~, w)10 were 
fa,, 1·ab]e to bt1ilding the G1·ar1d Coulee Da111, t'ortif .. ied ~1itl1 Du11can' 

11 0 i11 1·ir1g ,t11·\1 ) ' . t-01 .. 111ed an orga11ization :olel to promote a11d lobby 
f 1· t 11, 11· ,t 11 d o u I e e I) ,1111 . T 11 ~ Col ta 111 bi a R i v er D a 111 a 11 d I r r i g at ion 

~ 

1\ , i at i 11 \\' a 1 au n 11 d \\' it h j • at e 1 e t e d a i t \ f i 1· ~ t Pre, id en t.. He 
i111111 -di::1tel)1 ._ ta1·ted \\' {)1·k on ~1 public 1·l1nded ~t11d co11trol]ed p1·oject to 
bt1i]d tl1 da111. l11 19_ 1. a, 01 .. dir1g to the G,·a,11 Co1,11t~) Joi1,-11al, 8 rat vla 

,, r , t1 ful i11 I bb. 1i11~ the a,, l1ingto11 t,1te Legi .. latt11·e for tate 
Pl r ,,. 1 a11 I fu11ding. l-Jc '1ecu1· d a legi ~1ati,1e r1pp1·op1·iation of ~50,000. 

ub tantial p rti 11 of tl1i~ 111 11e. \\' 3 for co11ducri11g the t' ir~t core 
1d1·il li11g i11 p • tio11 of cJ1 · Gra11d oule bed r ck. 

E lit r G,·a111 011111_)1 Jo111·11a/, 1=ebrua1 .' -· ~ ] 9_ l, Ephrata. \\7a t1ir1gton. 
9 I-Jail o/,,,,,bia, eorge ~ u11b rg, pag 9. 19- . 1ac111illa11, . T) ' .. • 't'. 
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The geology in the Columbia Basin on the surface is made-up of 
exposed unstable igneous or volcanic rock. The assumption was the 
granite rock, exposed as an outcrop at the mouth of the Grand Coulee, 
could have been deposited by glaciers. However, it turned out during the 
early stages of the Columbia Basin formation, granite rock was fo1·111ed 
deep in the crust of the earth and later uplifted. It was much later in 
geological time when the Columbia Basin was flooded by volcanic flows 
upwelling from the earth's core. These flows formed the exposed 
volcanic rock that now makes up the Columbia Basin surface geology. 
Approximately 40 million years ago glaceration for1ned an ice dam at the 
mouth of the Grand Coulee polishing the granite cliffs. The proponents of 
the dam knew about the ice dam for more than 25 years. One of them said 
''if nature can do it why can't we?'' 

The inf orrnation obtained from these first cores was challenged by 
proponents of the gravity system. It was announced in the Spokesman 
Review that the cores from Grand Coulee were flawed with rotten rock 
and pointed out the futility of continuing with the Grand Coulee dam 
project. Nat wrote D.C. Henry of Portland, Oregon, a Reclamation 
Service expert,9 to come to Grand Coulee to examine the cores. Upon 
Henry's examination it proved that high quality granite bedrock was 
under the whole proposed dam site. This confi1·1nation was not news to 
Nat and the rest of the supporters of the Grand Coulee Dam project. It 
supported their thesis. Nat debated the facts endorsing the Grand Coulee 
Dam on several occasions in Spokane, Seattle and Olympia. He 
consistently maintained the Grand Coulee site was the best place to build 
a large dam on the Columbia River. 

There were several strong opposition parties with counter proposals of 
their own to provide power and inigation to the Columbia Basin. There 
was a 1913 plan by the Quincy Irrigation District backed by the 
Washington State Geological Survey. This was to use an ''enormous 
siphon'' to carry water from lake Wenatchee, high in the Cascade 
Mountains, down and across the Columbia River. It would have to run up 
and over a head land where it could drain through a series of open canals 
twenty miles into the Quincy area. 

Another, and one of the biggest counter proposals, was that of the 
Washington Water Power Co. Its proposal was to construct a canal 
between the outlet of Lake Pend Oreille, in Northern Idaho, to the 
Spokane River in Washington. The proposal was multilevel: (1) to put 
more water into the Spokane river up stream of their Spokane Falls 
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l1)'llro- lectri , po\x.let~ p)ant a11d 2) to di\ ert the plant ~ tailrace water into 
a11,1 I. for ol u 1n bi a Ba in irrigation. The ef'f·ect of thi (, plan wa, to 

in rea the po, er a11d protits generated by the poVver plant. The project 
gai11 d popular . ttpport from ~ orne p1~operty owner nearer to pokane in 
tl1 ea, ter11 p rtion ot .. the Colu111bia Ba i11. The Wa "hington Wate1· Power 

o., to le111011 LJ trate it good t~aith and gain , upport, began to in tall power 
pol i11 tl1e 111iddle of' wi11ter in the fro7en prairie. (Power to the whole 

olu111bia Ba i11 did not de\'elop until the Rural Electrification Act wa 
pas d by ongre\ i11 I 936. fter the completion ot' the Coulee Dam in 
1940_ pt1bl1c pov;er beca111e a\1ai]able in ome area : however, many Big 
Bend 1·ancher \\aited u11til after the econd World War to obtain 
~ I e • t ri cit)' . 

l11 additio11 to the Pend Oreille project the Wa hingto11 Water Power 
o .. 111aJe a ederal Licen -- e application for a new power dam. Thi 

proposed darn v.ra to be on the Columbia River up tream of Grand 
ul . at Kettl Fall ~, . Thi. application perturbed at and the other 

r11en1ber\ of· th oluinbia River Dain and Irrigation A ociation. The 
,1shington ate1· Po~1er Co ... " propo ed project for power and 

irrigt1tion did not appear to the ad\'Ocate, of the Grand Coulee Dam 
project big enough in n1agnitt1de. To them it did not en ure the quantity 

f \\1·1ter 11eeded to i1Tigate the e11tire 450 \quare mile Columbia Ba in. It 
'11 o did 11ot fit into their political continuum by having the government 
ke p public control of public re~ource . 

Tl1 ca\1eat ~,a, if the K ttle Fall Dain recei ed the licen e t'ir t there 
\\' u1d be a direct c nflict bet~:een it and the Grand Coulee Dam project. 

11 paradox \\'a th t\VO project were mutually exclu. i e. If Kettle Fall 
1 '1111 \\1e1· ~ to be licen d f'ir .. t th n Grand Coulee Dam could ne\rer be 
l uilt. Th r,111d oulee~ enormou height of 350 feet would back up 
\\'at r f r l: 1 11111~-._ __. a11d ubmerge the propo ed Kettle Fall~ ite. 

1lan)' I eopl in the olt11nbia Ba i11 felt the a .. hington Water Po\\1er 
111pa11_, plan f r the Kettle all D,11n \\'a ju .. t a ubterfuge to top 
til a111 f1~ 111 being built. The)' thot1ght the Kettle Fall plan v.'ould 

11 , , r b · bt1ill if Ii ' n__, ed a a hi11gton ater Power Co. only wanted to 
halt tl1e ran(I ot1le Da111 project in order to top publi power. The 
,rand ti l p1· jt.:ct pr po ed to produc electri po~1er for .:-ale in 

dir t c 111p titi 11 ,,,ith tilt; ' a hington ater Power o. Irrigation water 
i pu111p d ,,,ith ·h ap r n 11-peak ner,g .. into th Grand oulee and 
di tribut d )' ra,1 it , 4 \ , uld 't t It: . Thi ,1-1a pro e11 b)' the nited 

tat Bur au i
4 

I~ "lft111atio11 i11 it t a ibility tudie . 
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A new dimension was added to all of these counter proposals and 
maneuvering for irrigation and power on June 25, 1920. The National 
Democratic Convention was to be held at the Hotel Cliff, in San 
Francisco, California. Nat campaigned to be a delegate to the convention 
and was elected. The twice weekly round-trip sailing from Seattle to San 
Francisco cost $62.50. He and Frank Bell, Grant County Treasure1·, the 
second Washington Delegate sailed from Seattle aboard the Pacific 
Steamship Company's SS Admiral. The convention was not supposed to 
take more than a week out of his busy schedule. It turned out to be the 
longest National Democratic Convention on record, lasting two weeks. 

In the pre-convention interview with the editor of the Coulee Count,y 
Record, Nat expressed himself as being in favor of a strong plank 
favoring the League of Nations. He said ''that America has given her 
word and it's up to the nation to stand back of it.'' He also took an active 
part in the deliberations of the plank of the League of Nations. At the 
convention he also came out in favor of a plank on women's suffrage. 

According to the July 2, 1920, Grant County Journal of Ephrata, Nat 
Washington was chosen to write the Reclamation Project plank portion of 
the National Democratic Platform. He carried to the convention a locally 
endorsed resolution in favor of public controlled irrigation districts. He 
promised to present it on the convention floor. ''The convention," he said, 
''will have to deal with the subject of private monopoly of natural 
resources. It is the most prominent domestic issue, and the beneficiaries 
for all the favor seeking corporations are massing their forces to oppose 
government ownership in any way in any form. With the corporations­
controlled press they grossly misrepresented the experience of the 
government to control the natural resources." 

At the convention, Nat's greatest accomplishment, for the State of 
Washington, was when he introduced the Washington State Public Power 
Resolution to the delegates. He was a member of the committee that 
introduced the resolution endorsing Public Irrigation Districts into the 
Democratic Platfor111's plank. He worked on this committee with Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and John W. Davis of West Virginia. Davis, formerly the 
ambassador to the Court of St. James, England, was a West Virginia 
favorite son candidate for President of the United States. Nat voted for 
him on every one of the forty-four ballots cast. James M. Cox became the 
convention's nominee for President. He choose Franklin D. Roosevelt as 

IO Columbia Rii,•e,· Po}ve,· for the People, page 20, Bonneville Power Administration, 
Portland, OR. 
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l1i · Pre ide11tial 1·L11111ing r11,:1te. 
'--" 

R c ,, I l _ tl f. t er t he , o n \' en t i on a<., t 11 e c a n di d ate for U . S . V i c e 
f)r id 111. n1ade a ca111paign swing tl1rougl1 the Pacific c)rthwe t. He 
lat r ofle11 r11e11tio11ed hi \1 i "' it to Wa .. l1i11gto11 tate. He said he ~-Had 
ctugl1l a glir11p'" e of tl1e pro111i .. e ot· the Colttmbia River de elop1nent. • 1 <) 

at \\1 a 11 i 11 g lo r1 ' a L. o c i ,1 ti on w i th hi m at the convention p 1 a)' e d an 
i111po1·tant part i11 hi 1933 decision, a ~ Pre. ident Fr·anklin D. Roo')e\1elt, to 
Uf)JJrO\' the olu1nbia Ba in Project. 

·at al\\,a)'~ . er,,ed tl1e people of the Colu111bia Ba\in to the be~t of hi 
abilit . To qt1ot tl1e G1·t1111 CoL111t) loL11·11c1l (June 9, 1922) on the occa ion 
of at~ rl11111i11g f·or 1·eelection, • ... Mr. Wa~hingto11 i __ o excellently 

'a l1d bar (>n the olun1bia 
Ri,,cr ,ll tl1 ranch. 

L-R: nnie Hopkin , nee Wa hington 
Roberta \ a. hington, Elizabeth Hopki11 , 
Glenora \· ashington and at Wa hington 
taken at oap I.Jake on the daJ' before the)' 
dro,'e to the ranch. 

f-i tt d b)' trai,11112 .. abilit_ ' a11d te1np 1·ament for the po ition that it i .. 
11 id · r :.d Ii kc I)' tl1at 110 ca11di date \\1i 11 apJJear again ~t hi 1n on ei tl1er 

ti k ~t.· 1-1 rar1 UllOppo ned a11d \\1a. 1· elected a, the Grar1t Count)' 
.I),. ~ uti11e tto1-11e)' . 

I 11 J, ... 4 l1e \\'a '11courf1ged b_, 111a1l)' pe pie ot· tl1e tate to ru11 for 
1 , , n1 1·. 11 \\1illiJJa Ha,·l 01· Pilot. a Pa ific ount)' 11e\,1 paper. located 

.l1alf \\'a)' a 1· ~ --- \ ' a hi11gL 11 t,1te f'ro111 the Colur11bia 8,1 ,., in~ ran an 
dit ri,11 f, ,,, ring at· andida )' . It ,.. \\1,,trn1 ,1nd ttlutatoriar1 endor e111e11t 

\\' a \' i d 11 • • t 11 hi o h e t e ~ n1 he Id for 11 i m th ro ti f! ho u t \ a ... h i n gt o 11 
'--" -

l 'l l . H li11 tl1 off r b au "' 11 aid ·~11e \\1a filling out Judg 
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Jeffrey's term as Grant County Judge and he would rather see, as a 
candidate for governor his friend, Mayor ''Doc'' Edwin Brown of Seattle.'' 

By 1926, the fifty mile car trip from Ephrata to the ranch could be 
made in just a couple of hours. Whenever the opportunity arose Nat 
would join the family at the ranch. Such were the events in Nathaniel W. 
Washington's life that led to the fateful day of July 10, 1926. Nat with his 
son Nat junior, brother Jim, sisters Peachey and Annie Washington 
Hopkins, who was visiting from Kentucky with her daughter Elizabeth, 
and his mother Emma were all at the ranch. The family had gathered on a 
sand bar below the ranch house for a joyous family outing. 

The river had raised the night before covering a big sand bar with 
about a foot of water. Nat was teaching twelve year old Nat junior how to 
swim in a shallow backwater where the water was calm and warm. Jim 
was swimming in the main river channel where the water ran cold and 
swift. Suddenly Peachey began to scream. Jim had stepped off the sand 
bar, disappeared beneath the water and had not surfaced. Nat dove in, 
swimming through the area where Jim had disappeared. Nat was a strong 
swimmer, but as he made pass after pass through the area, looking for 
Jim, he tired. The current unexpectedly caught him, sweeping him 
helplessly downstream. The family pushed driftwood out into the current 
for Nat to catch hold of. Peachey, out of desperation and anguish, jumped 
into the water in a vain attempt to help. Not being a strong swimmer she 
sank quickly from sight. Her hat, as Nat junior said, ''Floated to the 
surface, its ribbons making it look like a wreath." Nat and Peachey were 
quickly swept downstream, out of sight by the great power of the mighty 
Columbia River. 

James C. Washington's body was found the next day just below the 
sandbar where he had disappeared in a few feet of water. Peachey R. 
Washington and Nathaniel W. Washington's bodies were found two days 
later forty miles downstream. The Grant County Journal (Ephrata, 
Washington), 23 June 1926, on page one, reported: 

''Bodies of N.W. and Peachey Washington are Recovered - The 
Bodies of N.W. Washington, Grant County prosecuting attorney, and 
his sister, Miss Peachey Washington who were drowned July 10, while 
swimming in the Columbia River in northeastern Douglas county were 
found in the Foster Creek eddy at Bridgeport 40 miles below the scene 
of the drowning. 

The body of the prosecutor was discovered about noon Saturday in a 
boom of wood which had drifted into the eddy. The sister's body was 



fot111d tll 6 a.111. ~Jo e to the place the other wa\ ,een. The t\\10 bodie 
,,,ere b1·t1iL ed \\1l1ere tl1e had been \\ a._ hed o er rock .. in bei11g carried 
d0\\1r1 tream. Tl1e)' ,,,ere left in the water until arri\1al ot· the tindertaker 
fron1 I 111 i ra. 
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Grand Coulee with third power 
hou e ca 1990 

Inten11nent of the bodie took place at the Almi1·a cemetery at 9: 15 
,1turda)' ight in the pr·e ence of a large nu1nber of friend~. People 

fro111 Ephrata. oulee City and Almira met the proce ion from 
B1·idgepo11 at tl1e 'e111eter)'. 

Tl1 co11gregational mini ~ter at Almira read by the light of a lantern, 
t)1t; Epi pal burial ervice at both grave~, after which the Ma onic 
frat · 1·11it:' read the bt1rial er\ ice of the order at the gra\1e of . W. 
\~1a -- hi11 ,0 toI1. lt \. a 'Ole1nn a11d in1pre .. i e at an hour that accentuated 
the t1·aei e,,e11t . ' 

\ 1 i th 11 is \V t i r0 i n i ~1 bac kgrot1 nd at Wa, h i11gton brot1ght to 
a .. l,i,101011 tate hi d ep co11 iction of' 1·igl1teou\r1e \. The reco1·d of hi 

lif i e\1i I n that l1e l1e)d in tl1e l1ighe~t estee111 tl1 right of t:ree men to 
,1, tl1t;it· 0\\"11 let' ti11_ 1• atl)' people ha\7e "" tepped up to take credit for 

L 11 bu i l d i 11 0 f, th · G r a 11 d 'o ti I e e D a n1 . at • ~ so 11 stated ~ • at \Iv ,1 ~ a 
f1·i r1d ,111d p 1 iti al a~ o iate of for111er . . er1ato1· Clarence C. Dill 
f,· 111 p ka11 . It ,,,a. largcl tl1r<)t1gh tl1e effort~ ot" at and Frank Bell~ 

n~a t r Di 11 • ~t retar)' ,1nd f 1·m 1· Gra11t ount)' Trea urer .. that enator 
D i I l b a 111 I d 11 t 11 6 r at po~ i b i I i t i e o t- t h C' o u l e e D a n1 . 

i _ 11 i f i 11 t I , . i t \\' a en at or . . Di l I ._ \V 11 b cc a n1 e the n1 o t a rd e 11 t 
~ 

t1p1 rter 1J1 da111 i11 th nited tatc" enate .. He \\1ent to Pre "' ident 
R .. ,, It. l1 1·t) , ,1ft r l1i l i11au_uration. and pre,,ailed upo11 him to 

111111 11 i 111111 i at 11 t1·t1 .. ti 11 of tl1 dan1 ... • 
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Nat's six year involvement as the President of the Columbia River 
Dam and Irrigation Association has gone unnoted by many historians 
because Nat did not live to see the conclusion of the project. The work he 
did was germane to the official proposal and acceptance of the Columbia 
Basin Project. In 1952 at a dedication of the dam's irrigation canal at 
Coulee City, Gail Matthews of Ephrata was a speaker. Nat's widow, 
Gladys, asked him why he had not given Nat credit for any of the work he 
had done. Matthews replied ''accolades are for the living.'' 

Nat had been very popular with the residents of the Columbia Basin. 
People who knew him held his memory in high esteem decades after his 
death. Margaret Thompson's book ''Space for Living'' a novel of Grand 
Coulee and Columbia Basin life has many passages of high praise for his 
efforts to establish public controlled irrigation for the Columbia Basin. In 
1972 Mr. Waite Stevenson, who had known Nat fifty years before, spoke 
with misty eyes in veneration of him. He told of what the loss of such a 
good man meant to the Columbia Basin. Waite, who ran the ferry across 
the Columbia River just above the ranch, was not an eye witness to the 
tragedy. He was at the general store when Nat Jr. ran to the Scotts ranch 
for help. Waite ferried one of the Scotts sons across the river so he could 
go to Nespeleem where the only phone in the area was located. Waite 
later joined with other men in a rescue party. 1 1 

Nat's life's work was as a lawyer but, his public work for Washington 
State on the Columbia Basin Commission as a politician was by far his 
foremost legacy. Nat's adroit leadership, during the formative years of the 
commission set up the system in politics that would in 1933 lead to the 
signing, by President Roosevelt, of the Grand Coulee Appropriation Bill 
under the Reclamation Service. His opus lead to the building of the Grand 
Coulee Dam which is heralded as the single most important event in 
Washington State history. 

To quote Charles B. Sterns, 12 ''It's easy to have fantastic dreams. But 
it takes courage, guts and deter1nination to make those dreams practical. 
The Grand Coulee Dam and the Columbia Basin Project is a monument to 
that courageous band of men who rose to the challenge. Whatever honors 
these men have been given in the past or whatever honors their memories 
shall receive in the future, it will not be enough." 

11 1972. personal conversation with the author at Edmonds, WA. 
12 Colu111bia Rii,e,· Power Jo,· the People, A History of Policies of the Bonneville Power 

Administration, DOE-BP? 1980, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 
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and His Descendants 

r~. Jo\1ce nn 1cKee Jack\on .,, 

,John Keplinger on of 
l)a,,id and Elizabeth (Co t) Keplinger 
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Th K pli11g 1· r1111e to 111erica fro111 Betzdorf 01· Cadol burg. orth 
Ba,1a1·i ,'2t. G 1·111,111)' . rl .. l1e Ge1·111a11 pelling i~ Koepplinger, in An1erica there 
a r 111,111 , 1 i ft" r 11 t .. JJ 11 i 11 e ~ u l1 a~ a p 1 i n g er. Ko b I i n g er and Ki pe Ii n g er. 

Tl1 ~ ar}_, K I lir1g r \Ver raf·t 1nen. bl,1ck 1111th l . 111ille1· ~ind 
\\' a,1e1· .. . i11 f\111 1·i a tl1 .' b car11 l,111cl o,,.111er and fam1e1· .. . The)' " 'ere 
i 111 p I 11 a 1· cJ \\' 1· k i 111! pe IJ I . I t i an o l d tr ad i t i on . • • t 11 er a re no I a z )' 

p 1 i [1 f '"' .' 

1'11i fa111il , l1i. l ,._, i .. , 1rittc:;11 11 1arti11 Keplir1ger· ixth ~0,1~ John 
f\ d a 111 ,111 d J l111 d a ,n .. , u no c t o 11 D a\' id Ke p Ii n g er of 

l1 • 1 11 rd l \\111. \ / \ 1 ' a11d l1i d , r1da11t . 
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,1:.11·tin Keplinger ]rinded ,it Philadelphia, Pa. on epte1nber 19 .. l 732~ 
ar1·i,1ing n th .. Pi11k John 011 .. , of London with Da\1id Crocket .. fro1n 
R tt .1·da111~ a tl1e "l1ipma .. te1·. 

11 I_ June 1733 Martin Keplinger marrie. Catherine chneider of 
tl~111 , , 1· .. Pa .. and are the pa1· nt of ix children. He O\\i'ned and operated 
a f~1rr11 at Berk o., Pa .. a11d wa active elder at one of the olde t , 

t1tt1 r,111 ·l1urcl1e i11 r11erica. 
c:1rti11 a11d atheri11e • )'0u11ge~ t child. a ·on .. John Mrutin Keplinger 

(bor11 _Q June 1746 .. died J 842) .. ca1ne to Frederick Co. Md ... around 
177:.... J. clan1 Keplinge1· mflrrie~ Margaret Grimm 1774, daughter of 

r1drc\\' a11d redericka (Dub~) Grimm of Washington Co. Md. They 
,,1e 1· engaged in far111ing there and later mo ing to Wint .. ield, Ohio. 

J. da11) Kepli11ger a11d Margaret were the parent of eight children: 
I. J,1C<)b b. 1775 .. d. ca. 1848 .. married Elizabeth Hite hew. Re. idence: 

a l1 in gt on o. , f\1 D. 
__ J. dan1. b. 1777 d. ca. 1842, married Magdalena Schmutz. 

Re idence: a hington o .. Md... hepherd town. Jeffer on Co., VA/WV 
and Tu ca,\1ara o .. OH. 

. 1. agale11ia b. 1779. 1narried Michael howman. Re idence 
a1· 1la11d a11d J ffer\On Co. V /W . 
4. athe1·i11e b. 17 0 d. 1863, married Henry 11yder. Re idence: 

J fi r c>11 o., \ 1\ 1 /Tu cavlara . OH . 
.. . _, lizab~th b. 17 3 d. 1854 .. married John M. Rohrer. Re. idence: 

R l1 re rs,, i l le. ' a h . o.. D . 
). Jo~ cph, b. 1 7 d. I 71. n1arried Catherine nyder. Residence: 

\V ~1'" l1 i 11gto11 o... 0/ infield .. OH. 
7. J oh,11111 . b 17 9 d. __ . married I t ary mith, 2nd Margaret 

Rtlbi 11 .. on. 
a 1id b. L'a. I 791 d. 25 pril 1853 at hepherd\tow11, Jeffer on 

o. . \ 1 I \1 . 11 (1 r r i d El i z ab e t l1 Co "' t . d au g ht er o f Frede r i ck and 
agdali11 Baker o t bef'ore I 16. Re "' idence: hepherd~to\\1n, 

1 / \ 1\ 1. Oa\iid ar1d ~ lizab th Kepli112er \\1ere the parent\ of· one child, 
J 11 11 . t hat i ~ kn 0,\1 n , born I De , . 1 I 6. died 2 \1 a)' I 9 0 I . 

Da\1i I cpli11t1er purchased l ... ot # 17 , ith l1ou e located on Ge1·111an t .. 

h p h rd l \\' n . \ If\ ' ' 3 1 J ,1 n . l 1 6 ~ D e d bk. 9. pg. 3 0. D a\' id 1n ad e 
(1 li\1ine a~ a l1 en1ake1· and far111inb. lizabeth· brother. an1uel a11d 

\\
1i Barbara I ed .. ' \~' a hi11gton .. D .. \\1ere al "O engaged in the 

bl1 ,, i11 f h n1akine . hu,·ch ffiliation: t. Peter· ~ Luthera11. 
J hn _ 1)li11g, r 111a1·ri d ath ri11 aria Han1111e. daughter of J. Jacc)b 
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NAME · KEPLINGER, ~dam - -------- - - ~-----~ 
BORN . 20 June 1746; BP 17 Aug PLActMcCall's Manor, Phila. Co, PA* 
MARRIED 29 Mar l 774_ _ ___ __ PLACE Frederick Co., MD ** 

R. Dowdakin 

Jan. 1996 
DltO _ _____ . __ :_ __ __ __ _ __ ._ -·- · PLACE ·- --------·- ---------,-4-_________ _ 

BURIED AT___ (.perhaps) Br:oadn10 cem. Tt1scawar~~ r1) •• OH 
--· ' RESl DED AT . Wa sb j ugtao Co ., MO; ca 1802 to Jef fer~ Co. ( W) YA_ 

* Montgomery Co. 
fo1u.ed 1784 

OCCUPATION faoni og CHURCH AFF. I.utherao - - -- -·- - -------f' 
MlLlTAR.Y SERVICf: ** Washington Co. 

FA TH ER ,Job Ma rt ; n KEPI ,INGER as of Sept . 1776 
OTHER SPOUSE: _ .._,-,_'_ ' --· - ,---·--·-------------------~ 

' 
SPOUSE Margcetbe GRIMM_ ___ ----- ----·------ -------

SORN ca )750=55 _______ , _ _ ___ PLACEFredecick Ca O MD .!*--- -------1 
DIED ) 830 --- ---·-- - -- PLACE Winfield., '1)1se2var~c: rn nu 
euRt£D AT_Broa.dcuo Cem. Er:.aoklin .. ~ 'Discawaras Co. __ ______ _ , 
FATHER Andreas GRIMM _ _ ___ _ MOTHER(Maidca Naincl_ -___ ____ ___ . _ _ ___ ---1 

OTHER SPOUSE _ ___ _____ ___ _ __________ ___ _ _ _ _ _ 

'-=============:::=;=====--=-== ==:::::;:=========-===~ ==-===~====- - - - -,- -- - ... -- -·--· --- ·· - - __ .,. ···- --- -
Clll LORb:N :all born DIED MARRIED 
Lower Antietam Hundred OATi: PLACE DATE PLACE: DATE & PLACE 

l=;;======= =======t=========:::::::::::====t:=========t====::::::::::=:::::::::::=:===-·-·--==== .. ~··· - - · 
hot.u M~v ,.._-:-, 1 R4:if Elizabeth HITESHEW 

D 

l 

2 

3 

4 

JACOB - . . 
_J_::i n JF~;, l 7 7c;. ~ P 73-7 -i c:; ~ r1. Aug. ~-1800 -- -

-u.__-+-=-=-----=~~-~=----·---.---· . Haaerstown, MD # 

ADAM ca 1777 ca Feb 1842 Magdalena SCHMtJrZ - -- ------· 
Tuscawaras Co OH 10 Sep 1812... 
DoverTwp.----+--(-pr-o~b~.- Fun-._m_t_o_~-~) 

i----- ·---- ----+---------+-----------...-..----~---;..._----
MAGDALENA 

(Polly ) 

CAT"dERINE 

ELIZABE"rn 

(Betsy ) 

JOSEPH 

JOHANNES 

... 

res . Funlr~town 
DAVID 

shoemaker 

2 Aug 1779 ... '"""' , oAo Michael . 
9-- - ~:.:..:..--------

Bn 23 Sen 1779•- -------.--- Mar 1799. MD 
rPc: _ {W\V?t . ~~f f',:i:;._;~n l"'~. , 

1 1 _AUg 1]81 ?5 Oct 18.6.~11 __ ~~.u·,.:;-x""'.u.'\r"Vle..J-_.,~au'N'J,J.11~1";.uK· -\..(11....w''uit:Jl::.1.
1

-.o► IA,a,o,h.J...'--- . . . 
24 Mav 1782 __ ]idams Co. rn _ ca 1803 ____ -·-----

to Tuscawaras OH bef. 1820 
13 Oct 1783 16 Aug 1854__ John M. ROHRER (.17.78=-.l.850) _____ _ 

~. ~Jun 1784 Rohrersville MD Dec. 1801 ·- ·- -·- - ---·- · . 
T~--n~t-. ~I-r,ve T.-1th L-~- 1/-.;J~-

• 
i---,1',:...:..7.~ __ • 5 Apr 1871 Cath~ic.e .~~-.__l-1~1882) . 
Bp 11 Mar 1786 Winfield OH (?) 22 Sep 1814 nr -1:laoneshornM:J· 

, • bu. Broadrun Cem 

1-~-;l;..' ~I-~ C"•~ "I"'\ _,l-,,j-,4ii' C~I nL---+----- --·-----i.+-) Mary SMITH ~Q_ Apr 1811 - ·· 
Bp S r"\o~ 17_8..9_ ___ _.__ _ _ -- ·- - --·-·· ? \ Ma, .--rPt_ ROB.lliSON _ --·- --

17 M::1v 1 R?.d 

ca 1791 MD? 25 AP~TT 1853 Elizabeth - co~r 'CA 1797 
~wNFIRMED 1811____ . ~ :.!-- ••• -- - - -~ - -2"3-M>Rit-3.8~ 
___ _._.:._ ... ,,, .:::-~.,·-·-- ·- '-~S~~ Vbef. 181~----- .: _ _ _. _ _ 

i----Sh"-',lll, ... l,,W,T ,...,.~1P.,.• r~nc;u:tilt.l 'LJl'W'J..&I 1..,_. _ u{ W.Ll')u.V.a,_'A ~S}'!EPHERDSTOWN ~ FcrbljQQD CEMr: rel< l --,L;,IM0""'4,e ?..__ __________ _ 

-. 
' 

L.-------- --- ·· -

t,.. - · - - - · •• 

I • - • -··--- ····- ··· .. . ... - .. . - . . .. ' . . 

a------ ·--· ... . .... ·- • - ---·-·----· ·- - ---------------- - · - ------

·- ---- - - ·--------- - ·-·------- --- ---------

. 
1----- • - -•-- I • • • • • - - • -- •- - - ••--•- --•------- --- --•-•-• •---• 

- ---- ... ··- - . _______ ______ ..,___ ___ _ -----·- ..... _ .. _ - ---

...., ____ ______ ·- -· · -~ ------------4- - - - - ---- - ··-----· 
··--····-···- . . • -- - --- ---·- -·. . - - ·- . . ·- . --

__ .. ______ ... 
~ - . . . . -·- _ ,.. -··--· ---- -· . --· ·•---- ----·- .. - ... ··- ··--·--

----- ·- - --+---- ----- -·....,__, ____ _ _ ____ ____ _ 

--,- - --- - ·- -·-~-,- ------ - -~----·--- - ----- ·· 
·--- - ·-···- ·-· 1.--- ----··-- +-------'------------
. . 
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l·l0111e pla('e of ,J<>ltn and atherinc Keplinger farn1 located on the corner of' the 
<lid Bill111e~1cr R(lt.td. t>ne n1il \\' t of hcperd, tc)\\'D. 

,111d 11 a1·i ~1 arhar t (Baugher H a111111e ,of 1 arti n burg~ Berkele Co .. 
f r111 rl ' f York o .. P of Ge1·r11a11 de ·cndar1t. ""Kate· \\' a a11 

a ti,1c: 111 111 - 1· f tile t. J) ter Luth 1-an hurch \ ith the ho11or of being 
tJ1 -- fir·~ t pr ·' id 11t f tl1 V..1 111en' ,.. 11i ior1ar)' r1ion ha,,ing to hold thi 
JJ iti 11 t1t 11 1· d th. h rind J 1111 l1ad ju t celebrated their 50th \\1eddi11g 
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Anniversary on January 8th when she passed away (b. 31 Dec. 1819, d. 
I 8 May 1890). John and ''Kate'' and all their children and spouses are 
buried at the Elmwood Cemetery, Shepherdstown, WV. On 10 Nov. 1908 a 
stained glass was installed at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in memory of 
John & Catherine by members of the Keplinger family. There were eight 
other church members who contributed toward this beautiful glass window. 

John Keplinger was a farmer, owned and operated The Black Rock 
Farm, a dairy and farm located on the comer of the old Billmeyer Road, 
just off Rt. 45 and 1 mile west of Shepherdstown. The old log house is 
still standing today. It is not known how old this house is. John purchased 
the property on 30 Jan. 1847, Deed Bk 28, pg. 391 from Charles T. and 
Virginia Butler. Keplinger was a mail carrier. He and his family would 
have their very lives in danger as it was during the Civil War. Union 
soldiers would come and search their farm and home for letters that may 
contain information for Confederates. Their daughter, Annie M. (later 
Mrs. Mayberry McKee) would visit her sweetheart over the state line of 
Maryland with smuggled items, a new pair of shoes or food, under her 
layered petticoat skirt. J. Keplinger was elected as Town Recorder for 
Shepherdstown 1844 to 1846. The Keplinger Homestead stayed in the 
family until 30 Nov. 1918 when their daughter Miss Maria ''Miss 
Coopsie'' Keplinger sold the farm to William T. McQuilkin. 

Children of John and Catherine (Hamme) Keplinger: 
1. Jacob Hamme Keplinger, b. 4 Oct. 1840, d. 7 Jul. 1857. Death 

caused by drowning in Patapsco River, Baltimore Co., MD. Marital 
status: single. 

2. Betty Virginia Keplinger, b. 23 Jul. 1842, d. 22 Aug. 1846. Death 
caused by drowning in grandmother's cistern at Martinsburg, VA/WV. 
Marital status: single. 

3. Annie Margaret Keplinger, b. 20 Jul. 1844, d. 12 Dec. 1908. 
Married Mayberry McKee, son of Hugh and Catherine Jane (Roush) 
McKee on 13 Feb. 1868. They were the parents of seven children. 
Residence: owned farm near Vanclevesville, WV. M. McKee, Civil War 
Veteran, Co. B, 1st VA Reg. Cavalry C.S.A. 

4. John Frederick Keplinger, b. 22 Feb. 1846, d. 29 Dec 1923. 
Married, late in life, to Elizabeth Moorehead ''Lizzie'' McKee, sister of 
Mayberry McKee, on 6 Nov. 1889. No children. Civil War Veteran: Co. 
F, 1st VA Reg. Cavalry C.S.A. Captured by Yankees near the Keplinger 
farm while hiding with his younger brother, ''Will'', age I 0, ''Fred'' 
stepped forward to draw attention away from his brother who was 
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i111rn diatel)' a1Te ted or1 ... 2 Aug I 864. e11t to Elmira Pri 011 and released 
2 I J ll 11. 1 6 5 . 

. K ,1 t c Ph er~ () 11 Ke p I i n g er.. b . 2 o v . I 8 4 7 , d. 2 0 J u n . I 9 I 5 . 
i\11,arri d Da\1id l1epl1erd Orendort·1~, \On of Jacob and Sarah Ann 

11· n,,,ood 011 15 Ju11 1869. Da id, pa1·ent, ' plantation wa~ located 
tl1r e 111il \\'C "' t of· • hepher(i t0\\/11~ off Rt. #45. Tl1ey were the pare11t. of 
i , cl1ildr 11. The Orendorf·t·~" far1ned in the hepherdstown area u11til 

,1bot1t l 76 \\1he11 tl1e)' 1no\,ed to Georgia and later to Deni\on, Texa 
,,,}1er tl1 )' died and c.lre buried. 

6. ,1ria ooper ~~ oop ., ie'' Keplinger, b. 6 April 1849 d. 1 Oct. 1944. 
1l[11·ital "tatu : inule. ,~ Ii Coop~ie'' ha\1ing to Ii e through the Civil 

\.\1~11· ( 1 61- J 865 e1·a could recount n1an1 intere ti11g incident~ that took 
pl,1 e ,1rour1(l the hepherd town area during that .. truggle right up to the 
cia)' "' l1e died de pit · lier tld\1anced years of 94. In 1939 ~ he wa gi\1en the 
honor cJf being tl1e olde t li,1ing re ident of~ Shepherd\town to be dri\·en 
acros ~ Ja111e Rt1111 e)' Bridge during it Dedication Ce1Aemony. She 
,·esided at 312 • est Gern1an treet with he1~ b]ack faithful attendant Mr . 
J 1 a 11 c , \V 11 . • ~ o op "i e' • pure 11 a ~ e d he 1· home on 4 Dec . I 9 2 0, be i r1 g 
T0\\111 l~ t #7. DB. 119, pg . 405-406. 

7. l-l,11·1·i t Baugl1er ·Hattie' Keplinger, b. 9 Feb. 185 I d. 29 Dec. 1921 
at \\' )' c)rk it)' , Y. 1arried John Reynolds Hill on of Elizabeth 
(I: lk ,111,d Da,1 id I-Jill re ided at e\\' York Cit)' Y. They were the 
I ,1 r r1 t s f 11 i l d re 11 . 

. l1rtrl ~"' Da ,,id Kcp1i11ger b. I Jul. I 52 d. 29 Sept. 1933 married 
. a 1· i a , d • I i 11 e • d '' Harp o 11 2 4 Apr i l . I 8 8 4, d au g 11 t er of' Van and 

EJizab tl1 l-l,11·p \\1)10 \\'a a Tai lc)r. Da,1id \.\ a~ a farmer in hil younger 
)'ear J at 1· b 3 co n1 i 11 g a h ,1 rd\ are tore c 1 erk a 11 d a carpenter i n the 

l1epl1 1·d to,,111 a1·ca. He and ~.. da ,, v-1e1·e pa1·e11t of one child. 
. 1 i 11 i a ,n ,o t \\1 i 11 • • Ke p 1 i n g er. b. 7 Dec. 1 5 4 d. 14 Feb. I 8 9 2 at 

B llef 11t . P . 1l,1rital :-. tatu : ~ ingle. ·~\\' ill •• for1ned a partner .. hip with 
111 t 1·ic 11d ,,,h 11 the , bougl1t out a Drug ~ to1·e in Bellefonte and beca111e a 
1· • 0 i '-! tt1·, ' J l1c;111i ~ t a11d d1·ubgi t knc>wn in tl1ree "tat_;._ .. . 

• 
I Coop ie 

i .. p i •• ,,,a lo)1al t he,· G,od. to the outhern Confederac 
a11d . ·11 ph 1·d l \\111. he \1a ju "' t t\\1el,1e \\1l1er1 the \'\1ar Bet\\1ee11 the 

1 1-1 ga11 . Her p,ar · 11t '. ]fJh11 and atherine K~plinger, 
11 111 , , a I at d n Id B i 11 111 .. , er R o ad j u t o 11 e n1 i I e " ' e t of 
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Shepherdstown. Their farm was always under suspicion by the Federals 
Troops. 

Her father, a U.S. rural mailman, would carry letters through the 
opposing lines. When Coopsie became older about fifteen she helped him 
by concealing letters about her body when crossing the state line to 
Maryland. 

Miss Keplinger recalls one frightening incident when their home was 
being searched by the Yankees: 

Both she and her mother had hidden many letter upon their 
persons, in the bodice and under their skirts, with one package of 
letters still in her hands. She heard the soldiers in the house. As the 
Union soldiers ascended the stairway, she in desperation cast the 
package upon the bed and tossed a soiled garment over it. The bed 
was searched, under the pillows, in the springs, and under the 
feather tick, but never searched the middle. Coopsie was so 
frightened yet she had to keep a straight face and felt her heart to 
cease to beat. It was a relief to see them go. 

After the Battle of Antietam, Maryland, hundreds of the wounded 
soldiers were cared for in Shepherdstown using the churches. The town 
was two and a half miles from the battlefield. Many of these southern 
boys in Grey died and are buried in the Confederate Lot at the Elmwood 
Cemetery. Miss Coopsie worked with the ladies of her church in making 
bandages and preparing food for the workers. 

The Southern Memorial Day Observance was claimed in 1862 as the 
first Saturday in June. 

Miss Keplinger along with many young ladies of the area not only 
carried homegrown flowers to lay on the graves but also cut sod to cover 
the fresh dug graves. Since Coopsie never married, did she have a 
sweetheart to be a casualty of the war? 

As Miss Coopsie advanced in age she would go about her Christian 
duties by using her tall cane to walk down town deter1nined to perfor1n 
her errands on her own. Often she would have to call on her friends for 
help back up the hill to her home on 312 West Gerrr1an street. 

Each year in the early spring she would start her garden in the back of 
her house and most always end up developing pneumonia. Her doctor 
would despair, but Miss Coopsie would just look at him with a light in 
the eye that defied death. 

In 1939 the James Rumsey Bridge was dedicated. Miss Keplinger was 
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<1i,1eI1 tl1e l101101· o1 being the oldest Ii ing re ident of hepherd town to be 
d1·i,,t":11 ,1cro .. th bridge at the age of ninet)', in the r·ir t car ot't·icially to 

ro to l ,1 f)' 1 a 11 d. 
i ~~ • oopsie·· Keplinger wa a urvivor, he lived through four war 

,111d l1t;r allegit1nce lo the outhern Cau. e never t"altered. She pa~ sed away 
J • t . I 9 44 i 11 11 er 9 5 t 11 1 ear. 

T,·ibt,te \\ 1·itte11 IJ}' NI,· . 1.S.R. Mole,· Representatii'e of the U11ited 
l c111~/11 ,. <Jj. tlze C (J11f ed e , .. a C} S l1e p/1 e 1·dsf o),1) 11 C/1apte , .. # 12 8. The 
. /1eJJl1e1·cl f<J\t 11 Regi re,· - Jc111t1c11)' J 3, 1944, The Mczrtinsbi.trg Joi,rnc1l, 
}Cllllllll 1 

/], J 944 . 
• 
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Minutes of the First Meetings of the 
Jefferson County Historical Society 

Compiled by Carmen Creamer 

The Jefferson County Historical Society recently acquired the minutes 
of the first meetings of the Society. The Copybook containing the minutes 
was sold with a number of other items at the sale of Thornton T. Perry's 
collection last year. An unedited transcript of the minutes is presented 
below. 

On the 21st of May, 1927 1 , a meeting as held at the Court House in 
Charles Town for the purpose of organizing a County Historical Society. 
This meeting was called to order by Miss Ella May Turner, who 
represents Jefferson County in the West Virginia Historical Society.2 

A.D. Kenamond was made temporary chairman, and Mrs. Lynne 
Grantham temporary secretary and treasurer. 

A constitution previously drafted by a committee was read by W.H.S. 
White. Said constitution was discussed at some length and several 
changes made. 

The following membership committee was appointed, 
H. L. Snyder, chair1nan 
Mrs. Lynn Grantham 
Miss Ella May Turner 
Miss Sallie Lee Powell 
Mrs. S.T. Knott 
Miss Susan Gregg Gibson 
Dr. W.E. Dittmyer 
Capt. H. C. Getzendanner 
Henry T. McDonald 
Marshall McDonald 
Mr. D. W. Border 

Those sponsoring the organizing of the Jefferson County Historical 
Society have reason to be encouraged by the interest evinced at this 
meeting. 

1 An article published in the Magazi11e of the Jefferson Courity Historical Society in 1967 
(Vol. XXXIII, page 14) points out that this was the same day Charles Lindbergh landed 
in Paris after his solo flight from New York across the Atlantic Ocean. 

2 The 1967 article indicates Miss Turner was recruited by Andrew Price, the president of 
the West Virginia Historical Society. 
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'"J.,l1e1· bt;i11g 110 fu1·the1· bt1 i11e\\ the meeting tood adjourned'! to rneet 

f r p r111,111 nt c>rganization the 1:ir ~t aturday in Augu~t. 
Mary T. Grantham (Mr~. L. F.) 

Temporary ecretary 

a l Lt rd ,l }' a t' t er 11 o o 11 , u g u s t 6 , I 9 2 7 , a in e et in g for p e rm an en t 
orf!ar1iz,1tion oi· the Jef'f'er~o11 Cour1ty Hi torical ociety wa held in the 
c)ld college buildi11g in hepherd~tow11. 

Th 111i11t1te of the 111eeting held at the Court Hou e in Charles Town 
CJn tl1e '1f·te1·110011 01: tla)' 21, were read and approved. 

"I"l1t; 'Onstitutio11 a11d b -law .. ~ere \Uf\'eyed briefly by W.H.S. White. 

11 instructive letter t--ron1 D1·. Lot1i Knott Koontz of California was 
r ad)' b)' .D. Ke11a111ond. Thi\ letter ~howed that Dr. Koontz had pent 
ti 111e a11d thought t1po11 hi tc)rical r·e earch. 

H.L. )1nder. editor ot· the S/1eJJl1e,·d.';toii111 Regi. te,· made a hort talk, 
in , Iii h he tre ~ ~ed th an1ot1nt of hi\torical material which Jeff'er on 

ot111 t)' pos eSL"e .. . 

T11 r1ext tl1i11g in the order of bu ine 'A'a~ the election of officer . 
"fl1i ,14 .. the onstitutio11 call f'or '"'a done b)' ballot. The following were 

elect d. 
. D. Kc11ar11011d, Pre .. iden t 

1 i ~ u .. a,1 Gregg Gi bc.,t1n. ice President 
1r . L.F. Gra11tham_ Reco1·ding ecretary 
1ti ll,1 1la)' Tt1rne1·, Con·e\pondi11g ecretary 

Mi"" £trr1e B. il ... on. Trea urer 
Tl1e lectic)n of· a cu1·,1tor \\'a .... po~tponed until a future meeting. There 

,,, r tl1i1·te 11 no111i11ation n1ade for member of· the Board of~ Director\. 
Th t)]l \1li11g ix \ ere ele("t d. 

11 i a 11 )' L . Po \•.1 e 11 

11.L. 1nder 
i ... L titia Cat·)' 111ble1· 

.Dr. \Va It r . i t t me y r [. i c 1 
r . . B. t1aull 

ar~ hall cDon, ld 
ft r t h re p r t o f t h e n1 ,n b e r h j p c o m 1n i t t e e t h e t o t a l 

11 r 11 1n n t \ v ,1 ~ i .. ~ t ) ' - 11 i 11 . T 11 i a \\' e 11 a .. t h e g o o d l )' 11 u n1 be r i n 

att r1da11 .. - ~ rc:t II r1tl1t1 ia 111 a ,veil a" int rt: ~t in the \\'Ork undertaken 

, tl1 J f 1· 11 ou11t , J-Ii t 1·i al ciet 1• . ~ 
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It was moved, seconded and so ordered that the November meeting of 
the organization be held in Charles Town. There being no further 
business the meeting stood adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary T. Grantham (Mrs. L.F.) 

Recording Secretary 

A meeting of the board of directors of the Jefferson County Historical 
Society was called by the president for October 24, 7 :30 p.m. This 
meeting was held at the old Rumsey house, the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
A.D. Kenamond. 

The fallowing directors were present 
A.D. Kenamond 
Miss Susan Gregg Gibson 
Mrs. L.F. Grantham 
Miss Ella May Turner 
Miss Carrie B. Wilson 
H.L. Synder 
Dr. Walter E. Dittmeyer [sic] 
Miss Sally L. Powell 

The work of the society was discussed and President Kenamond 
emphasized the fact that the aim of the Jefferson County Historical 
Society should be to reach out and broaden, and not to narrow down to 
local history only. 

Dr. Dittmeyer reported one new member. Tracy L. Jeffords. Mr. L.F. 
Grantham reported nine, 

Dr. E.H. Bitner 
Miss R. Helen Bates 
Miss Leila H. Bitner 
Mrs. May S. Grantham 
Bishop R.E.L. Strider 
Mrs. Jones F. Hoyle 
Mrs. R.H. Border 
Rev. Hunter Davidson 
Mrs. Hunter Davidson 

The following standing committees were appointed, 
{Page Missing?} 
Mrs. A.D. Kenamond, Mrs. Mary E.Y. Wynkoop, and Mrs. Llewellyn 
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JJott \\1 re pre "' t;nl at tl1e 1ne ti11g. When the bu ine wa fini hed, dainty 
r f1·e:--l1111entL \ e1·e \er,,ed by Mr . Kenarnond, a i ted by Mr . Pott . 

Re pectfully ubmitted, 
Mary T. Grantham (Mr . L.F.) 

Recording Secretary 

por1 i11\1itatior1 of~ i~~ Du al, Jeffer on County Hi torical Society 
111et at Pet 1·kin Hall, t. Hilda' Hall, o ember 5, I 927, at 7 :30 p.m. 

The n1 tir1g, con, i ting of approximately ixty member , wa called to 
ord r by .0. Kenamond, pre\ident of the organization. In hi 
introdu to1·)1 rema1·k. \ l1e 1·eferred to the three hi. tori cal ocietie~ that had 
b eI1 organized in Jeft~e1- on County bet'ore thi one. 

The 111i11ute of· the Augu~ t meeting were read by the ecretary and 
,t[Jp1·0,1ed. 1notion \\1as rnade by Mr . A.O. Kenamond that a committee 
be ,1ppoi11teci to "' ecure a uitable place for what Jeffer on County 
Hi tori cal ociet)' n1ay collect of' curio. and antique~ . Said committee a 
app i11ted b)' the pre ident co11L i ted of~ 

i .. ~ Katherine Riddle 
1i"~ .. ti ar1 Gregg Gib on 

Tl10 . R. 001·e. 

The que tio11 of' the n ed of ,1 Record and Minute Book for the ociety 
\\' t1 "' brought tip. The entiment a ex pre ed vla for a ub tantial well 
b u11d book. a11d ,1gai11 t the loo e leaf t) pe. The deci ion wa left to the 
e, 9 cuti ,,e bo,trd. 

p 11 11otion of H.L. nder it \ a decided that Jeff. Co. Hi~torical 
ha\1c uitabl 111e111ber hip ca1·d . { • dded} 

1\11 11 our,1gi ng letter fron1 tl1e ecretaf)' of W. a. Hi tori cal ociet 
,,,r1 read b. 1 i ~ Tt1rr1 r, corre por1ding ecretary. 

l1e fol]o\,1i11g \ er el cted to 111er11bership, 
Dr. H.T. 1lcO011ald 

11 r,. J 11e F. Hoyle 
111· . Ralph Bord r 
r:. 11,~ )' . Grantha1n 

R ,,. Hu11t r Da\1id on 
Bi ~hop R .. L. trider 

1 i H I 11 B. Pe 11dl to11 

J h11 B 011 tt 

Dr . .,J. l,. Bitn r 
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Miss Leila H. Bitner 
Mr. Wm. J. Young 
Mrs. Wm. J. Young 
Miss Nellie G. Turner 
Miss R. Helen Bates 
Miss Mynna Thurston 
Mrs. B.D. Gibson 

The Magazine of the 

The members of the eleven committees appointed at a recent directors' 
meeting were requested to get together for a few minutes and discuss their 
respective work. 

Those present were then entertained and instructed by the following 
program. 

An address, Formation of Jefferson County by F.L. Bushong. 
A paper, Early Settlements in Jefferson County by Miss Helen 

B. Pendleton. 
An original poem by Rev. Hunter Davidson. 
The meeting then stood adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary T. Grantham (Mrs. L.F.) 

March 15, 1929 
The Jefferson Co. Historical Society met at 7:30 this evening in the 

Woman's Club room in Shepherdstown. The meeting was called to order 
by President A.D. Kenamond. Miss Ella May Turner read the minutes of 
the meeting of the Executive Committee held in Harpers Ferry January 
12th. The minutes were adopted and ordered to be inscribed in the 
records. 

Miss Wlson, the Treasurer reported that there is in her hands a balance 
of $174.81. Fifty members have paid up their dues for the current year. 
Miss Turner, Chair1nan of the committee on {?} suggested amendments 
to the constitution and by-laws, presented the following amendment to 
article VII, section 1, to the Constitution. The same was accepted and 
ordered to lie over until the next meeting of the Society. 

Dr. H. T. McDonald reported that the bills authorizing the 
appropriation of money for the marking of historic spots in Jefferson 
County had failed of passage in the West Virginia Legislature. President 
Kenamond made a supplementary report giving additional facts in regard 
to this project. 



Jeff crs 11 _ lJ r1t , 11 i~ torical ~ ocit l \ ' .. 67 

I l \\' ~1 L o 11 1n o t ion ()rd e 1·e d that the Com mitt e e on 111 ark in g 11 i .. tori c 
~ pot . {?} 

,1 i u 1 )' n11a Tl1uston [ ., ic) spoke on the n1atter of rai~ ing the . un1 of a 
t11ot1, ,111d dollar to pt1rcha\e .. the olde~t hoti~ e'' in Shepherd. tO\\' n~ now 

0\\111ecl b)' . . and D. B. Luca~. 
i~ ~ ioler Dandridge, Mi ~ Lila Willi. were elected members of thi 

• 
) lCl)' . 

1i r, allie Lee Powell pre~ ente<l to the ociety a copy of the peech 
of HcJn. V n1. L. Wil "on in harle Town on October 17, 1896. 

Ho11. T1·ac)1 L. Jefford\, a member of thi Society read an intere, ting 
paper of tl1e t1bject, ""Building of the Railroad Through the County. ' 

1r. H.L. )' r1der ga,1e an entertaining talk on the hi tory of the 
Poto111[1c Ri,1e1· i11 Jefferso11 aunty. 
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Trivia 

Being a collection of historical material and relevant observations on 
Jefferson County offered by the Editor for the delectation of his readers 
on occasion as pieces come to hand. The editor respectfully urges readers 
to submit contributions to Trivia. 

Imboden's Dash Into Charlestown 
by Lieut. F. Carter Berkeley 

Charles Town Farmers Advocate, 20 December 1924, page 2 

About the 15th of October, 1863, General lmboden's Brigade was 
encamped in Rockingham County, Va., when he received an order from 
General Lee to proceed to Berryville, meet General Stuart there, and, in 
conjunction with him, make an attack on Harper's Ferry and Charlestown 
and, if possible, capture both. General Sullivan's (Federal) Brigade was at 
the ferry; and the 9th Maryland (Federal) Regiment of Infantry and a 
squadron of cavalry were at Charlestown, which is eight miles from the 
ferry. General Imboden had to guard all the gaps in the mountains from 
Beverly to Harper's Ferry, and, consequently, never had his full brigade 
in camp together at one time. At this time he had less than one-thousand 
men with him. 

I had the honor to command a section of the McClanahan's Battery in 
the brigade. 

Some years ago a Yankee major, giving an account of the capture of 
Charlestown, said: ''The 'Johnnies' had some pretty darned smart officers 
during the war, and some of them that did the most effective work were 
the least heard of. Imboden was one of them. He was a smashing good 
soldier, had the true instincts of a cavalryman, and was as much at home 
in the saddle for a three-day ride to raid an outpost as he would have been 
playing bean poker for apple brandy in a crossroads grocery in the 
Shenandoah Mountains." 

Now, nothing delighted a Confederate soldier's heart more than to be 
ordered to the lower valley of Virginia. They used to speak of it as the 
''land where the flowers always bloomed and birds always sang." They 
never failed to meet a warm and cordial welcome there from the noble 
women, who were so devoted to the cause we were fighting for. Every 
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111a11 fr()111 tl1al ection able to ca1T)' ar111 -- v.1aL. in the Co11f ederate ar1n). 
0 u r ,1 cl,, t111 c e a 1·ri \' e d i n Be rr \' i 11 e 1 a ter in the e en i n g of the l 7th of 
t< l llr and dro\·e a couting party of the ene1ny· out of town. We did not 

fi11d tuart tl1e1·e, as \~1e e ·pected our cout reporting that he could not 
r ~ tl1e l1e11a11doah Ri\e1· on account of high water. The General 

cle ~icl d trJ att,1ck harlestown alone if he could find out what the1·e wa 
ther . cour1cil of \~1ar \1la held and Major Davi olunteered to go to the 
,, j i11it)' ot .. Charlc~to n and find out. To thi the General agreed and went 
into ca111p to take a l1ort re~t before hi return. The Major knew two 
r 11egade ot1therner, \\ ho lived within a mile of the place and he 
arot1 d 011e of them about midnight arid demanded the information he 
d "' i1·ed. Tl1e 1na11 told him that l1i brother'I who held a po. ition under the 
b gu ar1kee Vi1·ginia governn1ent, wa. in the town~ that the loyal 
people tl1ere \; ere \1er much incen~ ed again t him· and that he wa afraid 
he \ 1ould be ha11clled roughl)' if he wa captured. But he ~ aid that if the 
• 1ajor \\1ould allo\\' hin1 to get hi~ bI·other out he would give him the 
int·o1·111ation de~ i1~ed. Tl1i~ via. agreed to, and the Major obtained the 
11e e '" ,tr)' i11for111t1tion and rett1rned to camp in time for u to get to 

l1arlc t >\ 11 b da)1break. 
The r,t)'" of light f'rom the approaching day began to peep over the 

Blu Ridge .. and ,1 long ~ tretch of fog hung 0\1er the henandoah like a 
l,tk r acl1i11g to,,1c:1rd the ferr)' . The land cape around the town wa dotted 
,,,i th t1a11d 0111~ count1·)1 1·e idenceLJ , for Charle. town i in the mid t of a 
1·i "h far111i11g cou11tr)' . Th town lay .. leeping before u .. the inhabitant 
littl drea111i11g that thei1· t .. riend'"" a11d deli,1erer~ were o clo~e around them 
or that tl1e)' \\10t1ld soor1 be a\ akened b)' tl1e boo1n from Confederate 
11 r e1n 11 d·=1 hi11{1 o,,er their treet. I wa with ITI)' ection on the 
Ben·_ 1\ 1i 11 Pi k : arid 111)' order frorn the General \\ ere tl1at a ~ oon a the 
pi ket \\' r 4 d1·i,1 n in ,,,e hot1ld m,1ke a da h f'or the courthou\e .. where 
tl1 e11 111 , \ 3 " qua1·ter d~ ar1d open on it p1·01nptl)1 .. a~ there 'A1a~ no time 
l 1 . 

11 _, b ~,('\ \ re ntJ1u ia ti \\1he11 the)' hef1rd the order a11d v. ere eager 
f r th • 111111and to n1 \ ' e. The Gener·al ent Captain le eil and hi 
a j l) l r111 t ~1 pt. 1~. B . }3 erk I )' i n \\1 i t h a f I a g O f tr u Ce t O de 111 and an 
i111111 diat a11d tin ·or1dici 11al tin·end r. 0Jor1el imp on. the officer in 

111111a11d allant] , re pli :.d: -~ 0 111 and take u " if } ' OU ca11.~· \ e n1et the1n 
j u t b f r \i\' go t t t h e u rt ho u e . a n d t he)' ~ a i d : ~ H LJ r r ti p _ 
Li tit 11 ·t11t: Ll1 , l1a,, rt=1u 'ed t c1 ttrrend r. The building i loopholed .. and 
)' u \\1ill 11 , l 1 be qt1i 'k .. or tl, )' \\1111 kill )'Our n1e11 before OlJ can 
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unlimber.'' 
As we entered the town a small boy came out of a house, and I called 

him to show me the way to the courthouse. His eyes sparkled with 
excitement, and he said: ''Take me up behind you, and I will show you." 
When we got near the courthouse he said: ''As soon as you turn that 
corner you can see it." I said to the youngster: ''Now you get off; for they 
will fire on us as soon as they see us, and you might be killed." He 
replied: ''O, please let me go along with you; I am not afraid." I had to 
pull him off my horse, and as he struck the ground he called after me. ''I 
am going, anyhow.'' And he did, sure enough. 

As we turned the corner I saw the Yankees standing at the big 
windows with their guns in their hands. The courtroom was on the second 
floor. Just as we got unlimbered I heard the Yankee officer give the 
command to fire; and as I gave the same command they poured a volley 
into us, but, strange to say, did not kill a single man. We fired several 
times rapidly, and soon the courthouse was obscured by the smoke. I 
discovered that they had stopped firing, so I gave the command to my 
men to cease firing. When the smoke cleared away, I saw the enemy had 
gone. We were so close and the room was so high that our shots had gone 
under them, and I found that we had only wounded one man, a field 
officer. Poor fellow! He was lying, horribly wounded, on the courthouse 
steps. He had on a beautiful sword, which he said had been presented to 
him and which he asked to be allowed to retain. We fixed him as 
comfortable as we could and laid the sword by his side. The enemy had 
gone out of town by the Harpers Ferry Road, but were almost 
immediately charged by the 18th Regiment and threw down their arms. 
Capt. Julian Pratt made a dash for the color bearer and secured the colors. 
Colonel Simpson broke through our lines and struck out for the ferry with 
Harry Gilmor in hot pursuit, but reached the troops coming to his relief 
before Harry overtook him. A lucky man! 

As soon as I saw the Yankees were out of the courthouse I sent two 
men with a wagon and four horses, which we discovered hitched up near 
the courthouse, to go in and load up with plunder, for the Yankees had 
left everything behind in their flight. I especially gave orders to get all the 
knapsacks and blankets possible. I did not see my captain any more until 
the next day at Front Royal. We were looking forward to having a supply 
of blankets and clothing to last the company through the winter; but, to 
our bitter disappointment, the men had loaded the wagon with drums -
thirteen drums of all sorts and sizes. I turned them over to Colonel Smith, 
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f tl1 6_11d, ,111d he orga11ized a i~ine d1·u1n corp . 
Tt1e er1era] ca1ne along and aid" "Hurry up and get out of town, for 

tl1e ncr11)' are 0111ing hea\')' t~orce fron1 Har·per' . Ferry." Capt. Frank 
1111lJocl n \ a pt1t in cl1arge of the pri\oner : and he took them through the 
t \\111 at a dottble-quick follo~,ed by the ~ n1all boy~ black and white, 

11elli11g a.11d jee1·i11g ,:1t the111. We f'ollowed and found the treet full of girl 
\\1~1,1i11g tl1ci1· ha11dke1·chief~\ and cheering with wild delight· but they . oon 

l1a11ged thei1· tu11e \\'hen they found that \\'e were going to leave them 
ag,1i11 i11 tl1e har1d of the hated enemy. They begged a11d entreated us to 
ta)'" and although \\'e hated to do it" we had to go, and go fa t" for a much 

Jr1rger force tl1a11 \ e had ca1ne into one end of the town a~ we went out of 
t 11 ot t1er. 

I tried to get tl1e girl to lea e tl1e treet o that I could rake it with a 
p(11·1i11g load of' c,111i ter: but they were too enthu ia. tic to do , o~ and we 
\\' t1l l not ha\1e ri~ked a hair of their head to kill a thou and Yankee . 
TJ1e e11e1n)' f ollo\\,ed u. a, r·ar a Berryville and made ev·eral de perate 
and gall,1nt ef1'ort to recapture their friendl , making it warm for u and 
gi\1i11g Lt a 1·unning fight all the way. We fired our gun. en echelon, some 
tiri11g ,111d 0111e ret1·eating. e\1e1·al time they came near capturing them. 

t on place. I 1·e111e111ber e~pecially, they got on our right flank and 
\\1 it}1j11 a 1~e,\1 feet of' u~ bef'ore we could tum our gun about when Major 

i]111or C't1~1rged tl1e1n ar1d a,·ed u . Ju~t a he made the da h at them hi 
hor~"e ,,,a .. killed, but i11 a eco11d he \\'a on another hor. e and right after 
tl1 111a11 \\1110 l1ad sl1ot hi . ho1·~ e. In the charge he recaptured two of our 
n1cn that the -~nemy )1ad taken. 

Tl1 ) ' a11kee 111ajor in l1i acc,ount ~ay : ~11nboden with half a doze11 
sh 11 a11d ,t , 1olle)' or t~10 of carbine and pi tol ~hot and con\iderable 
da )1~ l1ad '<)Oped i11 pretty nearl)' a .. many a hi\ own force numbered. 

t11· f< lk \\' '1·1e ne\1er ,1ery p1~ot1d of thtlt da .. work.. The whole day vla a 
t rr1 l1a • ht1t o ·c,l"-ionall11

, \\1hen Imboden wa pre"~ed too clo ely and 
,,,a i11 11c d of ti111e to keep the pri~oner" and plunder ahead out of the 
\\' a)' .. h · topped lon0 enough to gi \'e LI ,, a ~ harp ta te of· fighting that 
110\\' d the 111 tal that \,,a in l1in1_ ... 

111 a11 th r page f tl1e 111ajor hi tor)' he a}'~ : -~our gun were 'A'e]I at 
\\' 1· k • a 11 d a 1 i nor \\' a .. ~ ho rt of off i c er ~ I ~' a ~ di 1· e ct i n g one o J:- h i 

ti o 11 \\' ht:: n .. \\' it h a \\' t1 o op and a )' e 11.. out of a t 11 i ck under gr o \\' th a lit t I e 
t ur 1· ar a111 • a c uple of .. Ha1T}' Gil111or ~c1uad1·on _ \\1ith that dare­
d ,,iJ abr t1I· J adi11g tl1e111. not r11ore tl1a11 f'ift}' )' a1·d a,\,a)' ~ a11d. of 

ur . it did 11 t tak · tJ1 111 Jor1g t • git tl1c-:re. Tl1e ru h wa .. o ~ucide11 
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and unlooked-for that our support gave way; and Gilmor made straight for 
our guns, rode right over and past them, sabers slashing and pistols firing 
as they went. I had been tugging like blazers at my revolver, but could not 
get the blamed thing out; and as they rode over us a long-legged, red­
headed fellow made a vicious slash at me over the wheel. I promptly 
dodged under the muzzle of the gun, and he did not reach me. 'Fours, left 
wheel!' rang out, and they came back before you could draw your breath. 
I laid for the 'son of a saber' that had reached for me before, for I had got 
out my gun by this time. I did not see my red-headed friend; but a 
handsome, dark-mustached youngster a boy in looks, was making a point 
to run me through. Dem my buttons, gentlemen, if that saber did not look 
as long as a fence rail! I dropped flat under the gun's axle, and the boy 
swept past. As far as my experience goes, that dash of Gilmore's was one 
of the handsomest things of the kind that occurred during the war.'' 

The major was mistaken about the two squadrons. Harry hardly had 
one with him at the time. 

The poor prisoners were on foot, and we were mounted; so they had a 
hard time of it, but as soon as their friends stopped the pursuit we gave 
them a good rest. We got safely back to our camp in Rockingham. Our 
loss in killed and wounded was not great. 

Roger J. Perry 

Editor's Note: Readers of the account may wish to refer to Paul E. Barr, 
Jr., and Michael P. Musick, eds., '''They Are Coming!' Testimony at the 
Court of Inquiry on lmboden's Capture of Charles Town," Magazine of 
the Jefferson County Historical Society, LIV (December 1988): 15-53. 
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Picnic 

Tl1e oci~t)' ~ picnic <)ccurred on the traditional t~ir t Wednesday of 
1\t1gu l ,,,11icl1 wa the .__nd da11 thi year. Mr . Elizabeth H. (Bet. y) Well 
took ~11ar·ge of tl1e affair ar1d her good and diligent effort._ en ured its 
u e~~. ar111e11 Creamer~ Garland Moore, and other member greatly 

,1 "' i~ ted the ff rt. 
The picnic vla held at Morgan Grove Park, on Route 480 and Old 

Ridg Road near hepherdstown. Many of the approximately 150 people 
i11 attenda11ce ho had not pre\1iou\ly een the new pavilion and facilitie 
at the JJ,11·k~ ,vere ple,1i. a11tly surpriL ed with their adequacy and quality. 

I r. John . teale Ill announced that the occa~ion would be the last 
picr1ic 0\1er whicl1 he 'A1ould pre\ide. He expre . ed hi . gratitude to Society 
1nc:111b r '- f·o1· tt1eir good \upport during hi twenty-year pre idency . 
. teal )' introduced hiL ~ ucce or" Mr . Thomas C. G. ( ancy) Coyle and 
\\ 1 11 d 11 r e,,er ucce .. ". 

~ le,1le , the11 pre .. e11ted a fifteen 1ni11ute talk about the historic meaning 
t .. tl1e lo aticJ11 at organ Gro\ e. the notable event that had occurred 

~ 

tl1 ~re. ketch L .. of the pre,1iot1s owner .. and re~ident .. , and the importance 
f , r1 Run and it~ pring\ to the area. The area i now part of the fairly 

r lt:;11 i ,,e 01-ean -L Gro e Hi toric Di~trict on the ational Regi. ter of 
Hi t ri Plac a re ult of' the ~ u L. tained effort of· Diana uttenfield. 

e ,1e1·al 111e1nb r 01nmented about their intere\ting recollection of 
11 or g a 11 ro \' fa i r. 

f\t lh cor1clu~io11. 1r "' . o le called on Mr. Roger· J. Perry who 
c 11\1 1ed a '0111pl i 111~11tar·)' ,1nd infor111ed apprai .. al of· tea le ' ~1ork a\ 

pr id 11t C)f .. t}1t; ciet)' . He a ked that the group acknowledge the 
11t1·ibt1tio11_ a11d it did '-lo \\1itt1 an enthu ia~t1c o,1ation. teale)' re ponded 

tl1at 11 .. 1pp1·e~ci,1ted the di pla , a11d l1ighl , trea ured the opportunity that 
tl1 i t ' af~t- 1·d d hi111 in introducing hi1n to man)' delightful and fine 

tJl'lt , re ide11t "'. 
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Announcement 

In October 1999, Dr. John E. Stealey III conveyed to the board of 
directors his wish to be replaced as the president of the Jefferson County 
Historical Society after twenty years of service. He set no termination 
date so that the board would have ample time to search for a successor. 
Also, Stealey conveyed his willingness to continue to serve as editor of 
the Society's Magazine in the immediate future if the board wished him 
to do so. 

The board of directors appointed a search committee composed of Mr. 
Robert W. Butler, Mr. Jack R. Huyett, and Mrs. John D. Lowe, Jr. Mr. 
Butler served as chairman. In due course, the committee and board asked 
Mrs. Thomas Claiborne Green Coyle of Charles Town to be the Society's 
president, and she graciously consented to assume the position. 

Mrs. Coyle, nee Nancy Casto, is a native of Charleston, West Virginia. 
After attending Kanawha County schools, she graduated from Randolph 
Macon Women's College at Lynchburg, Virginia. Later, she attended 
Marshall College and did Master's degree studies in social organization at 
Ohio State University. 

She has an extensive civic career, having served on the boards and as 
an officer of numerous community organizations in Charleston and in 
Jefferson County. Mrs. Coyle has served two terms on the board of the 
Jefferson County Historical Society and on the Jefferson County Historic 
Landmarks Commission. She has written for the Society's Magazine and 
aided in the composition of Between the Shenandoah and the Potomac: 
Historic Homes of Jefferson County, West Virginia. An active 
Presbyterian, she currently is a member of the Jefferson County Garden 
Club and the Friday Morning Book Club. Mrs. Coyle has an interest in 
antique furniture and is the proprietor of Little Encounters and Antiques. 

Her family consists of her husband, Mr. Thomas Claiborne Green 
Coyle, five children, and ten grand-children. She and her husband now 
reside in Charles Town. 
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Board Resolution 

1 he Board of· Director~. on behalf of the ociety would like to expre 
it~ oratitud fi r the t\Al nt year of er ice of Dr. John E. tealey III a 
Prcsid 11t. Hi po. ition a a prof L .. ional hi torian ha, brought a pecial 
JU 'tlit tcJ the oci t hich few other~ uch a our ha e the privilege to 

e11jo . Hi prof·_LI ·i nali 1n ha been prominent in the content of our jour-
11al ar1d hi. 1101c of ~peaker at our meeting . By hi leader hip we can 
proudly ~--- a that \\1e ha\·e been held to the highe~ t L tandard in preserving 
the l1i tor f J ff r~ on ount thr ugh book letter paper publication 
a11d f ru111s. That l1e i. willing to c ntinue a Editor of the Journal give u 
enc urag 1n 11t that the oci ty will continue to pre erve the pa t with 
i11tere ~t acct1rac ~ and dedication. 
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Notes 


