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Jefferson County Admiral -
Julian Lane Latimer 
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Courtesy of Mrs. Snowden Kisner 

Julian L. Latimer as Midshipman at 
United States Naval Academy 

Julian Lane Latimer (October 11, 1868-July 6, 1939) was born in 
Shepherdstown, the oldest child of Thomas Wilmer and Mary Josephine 
(Quigley) Latimer. At age of sixteen he graduated from Shepherd College, 
at that time a preparatory school. While attending the College he studied 
telegraphy with the local agent of N&W Railroad, then after graduation he 
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held po t a telegrapher at Capon pring and henandoah Junction. 
Becau e of limited family re ource which had to be pread over four 
childr n further education for Julian eemed out of the que tion. 

In I 4 the Latimer family moved to Charle town after the father wa 
ele ted lerk of the Circuit Court. They mo ed into a hou e on Mildred 

treet ju t .. outh of William L. Wil on then Chai1·1nan of the Way and 
ean ommittee of the United State Hou e of Repre entative . Thoma 

atimer approached hi neighbor about a po ible appointment to one of the 
military a ademie for hi on Julian, but Wil on has already elected hi 
appointee for th ear. Howe er after one of hi candidate for the Naval 

cademy failed to qualify, he offered the lot to Julian. 

Jo eph Mc urran founder and fir t Principal of Shepherd College and 
friend of the Latimer family recognized that Julian academic preparation 

a inadequate for pa ing the Academy qualifying examination and 
of ered to tutor him. With McMurran help Julian ucce fully pa ed the 
e amination and entered the aval Academy in the fall of 1886, only 
ele en da before hi eighteenth birthday at which time he would have 
had t forleit hi eligibility. In 1890 he graduated number 32 in a cla of 34 
mid hipmen. 1 Hi fir t as ignment was a three-year European crui e. While 
he wa o er ea hi father died and in year to come Julian would play a 
major role in a i ting hi mother and her three young children. Ensign 
Latimer married Laura inger Richard on (1877-1939) after hi return to 
the nit d tate . 2 

Fr m I 97 to 1900 En ign Latimer wa po ted to the Bureau of 
rdnan e. On the outbreak of the pani h American War he reque ted 

.. er.1i e in uba but w __ held back by Admiral O eill becau e of hi vital 
ork in the d partment. Late in the war he erved on the torpedo boat 

\1i11 !01 in uban ater ~ but it wa a an admini trator that Latimer made 
hi mark. He returned to the Bureau of Ordnance in Wa hington and moved 
hi f amil from Charle town to li e with him. 

In 19 0 h had a tour of dut with the iatic Fleet. At thi time the 

1 Re i ter of Alt111111i. U.S. 1 a\,al Acade,11)'. (Annapoli , 1956). Whtie h1 perfo1111ance at 
nnapoli eem le than spe cacular~ it hould be noted that near}), fifty ffild hiprnen from 

hi cla \ h d dropped out pnor to graduation. oreo er. he e\entuall)1 ro e to the rank of 
Rear dmir I and no other member of hi"' c las>.J ~urpas ed thi rank. 

2 Julian and Laura Lati1ner had four children: af)' R1chard,on I 9 -c.1972) who mamed 
Rupert Rile)' Dec e· Laura To\\1ne I 99-1992), ~ ho mamed John Franci Gille~pie of 
Philadelphia: Elizabeth Jo ephine 1902-1962 , \l/ho married Colonel Robert Calvin 
Th ·ton, C . .: and Julian Lane. Jr. ( 1903-1969) who married \ ' irginia Ro G1Jlen. 
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Boxer Rebellion broke out in China, a movement to oust foreigners from 
Chinese soil. Fleets of nations with ministries in Peking stood off the north 
Chinese coast, but communication with the capital had been cut. General A. 
R. Chafee, in charge of the U.S. Army forces, requested the Admiral of the 
American fleet to lend him a naval aide for a special piece of work. Julian 
volunteered. The General ordered him to make his way eighty-five miles 
overland to Peking and to report back on the situation there. Accompanied 
by a coolie guide, Julian set forth on a macabre journey, passing through or 
around villages where piles of corpses had been pitched over the walls. For 
three days he disappeared. Newspapers in the United States reported him 
missing. His family was summering in Charlestown and his sister Louise 
was delegated the task of going downtown each morning for a copy of the 
Baltimore Sun in the vain hope of finding news of Julian. 3 When Julian 
eventually returned with news that the embassies were safe, those countries 
involved dispatched military forces to protect all foreigners living in the 
capital. General Chaffee, in reporting to the Admiral of the Fleet, gave 
Julian highest praise. 

Returning from Asia, Julian served on the 
battleship Virginia for a year, briefly took 
command of the Vesuvius, an experimental 
warship originally armed with a curious (and 
extremely dangerous) dynamite gun fired 
by compressed air, and then was recalled to 
the Bureau of Ordnance. From 1906 to 
1910 he was engaged in laying out a naval 
arsenal at Hingham, Massachusetts, which 
became a major naval base during two 
World Wars. He served as executive officer 
of the battleship Vermont in 1912-13, and 
commanded the battleship Alabama in 1913-
14. From 1916 to 1919 he took command of the 
battleship Rhode Island, which was engaged 

Courtesy of 
in patrolling the Atlantic Coast and Mrs. Snowden Kisner 

protecting convoys in Europe. For this Commander of Battleship, 
service he was awarded the Navy Cross. U.S. Rhode Island 

After a year at the War College, and a similar period as commandant of 
the Seventh Naval District, he was appointed Judge Advocate General of 

3 Memoir of Julian Lane Latimer, compiled by Louise P. Latimer, (typescript, 1957). 
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the av)' i11 1921. The mo t i1nportant duty of thi office wa to erve a 
liai~ on betwee11 tl1e na,,y and Congre~ •. According to the New York Times 
he \ a a di tingui hed incun1bent. Brought into con tant a ociation with 
co1n1nittee\ of ngre , he wa credited with having won more benefits 
for the ,l\' b his tact and cl1ann than hi predece or had obtained by 
technical argument~ and demand .4 Hi reorganization of the Judge 

d ocate departrnent met with uch ucces that the United State Army 
adopted hi .. n1ethod in their own reorganization ome year later. In 1923 
h wa. promoted to Rear Admiral. He wa then fifty-five year old, but hi 
r110\t i 111portant na,,al ervice . till lay in the future. 

In 1923 dn1iral Latimer had co1TI1nand of the Special Service Squadron 
~ 1l1ich patrolled Latin-American water . In December 1926 Dr. Juan 

aca a, former ice-Pre ident of icaragua, e tabli hed a Liberal 
go,,emn1ent which oppo ed the regime of Pre ident Adolfo Diaz. Sporadic 
fighting broke out between the e factions compounded by guerrilla warfare 
led b andino. a bandit-re,,olutionary in the remote mountain country. (He 
ga\1e hi '" 11a111e to the andini ta mo ement that troubled the Unjted State 

0111e h,1lf a centur later.) Until July, 1927 Admiral Latimer virtually 
l)nt1·0J]ed the icaraguan ituation hi land force reaching a peak of 
.000 arir1e . The Department of State reque ted him to work with 
harl . Eberhru~dt, the nited tate Mini ter on plan for bringing 

peac to the region. Latimer landed 200 marine and ailor at Bluefield , 
in rder to protect merican national and their property and arranged for a 
0-da)' am1i tice bet~een the rival factio11 . He then e tabli .. hed martial law 

o 1er 90 0 quare n1ile of territory along the Atlantic coa t. 5 Thi putative 
in\1a io11 i11tlamed the parti an movement of andino and led to a bloody 
fir -fight at cotal, where the guerrilla~ uffered a deci ive defeat from a 
n1i ~~ ed fo1· . . arine and icaraguan con tabulary. While the 

a.11dinc) insurrection continued to molder underground for year~ Latimer 
and berl1ardt , ere ucce ~ ful in bringing peace to the Diaz and acasa 

,1 til)n . fter peace ~ a~ re tared Julian received the Di tingui hed 

l-Iar Id '. D nn_ ', Doi/a,·" for 811//ets: T/1e 101)' of A111erica11 Rz,le i11 Nic<1raR1,a. (. 'ew 
't' rk, 19- , P·- J f:. Ith ugh Denn)' \\'a criLical of the nited ·tate role in -1caraguan 
i11ten1al af ai and n11ger d b)' the "~Gunboat Diplomac., of the era, he lauded the effon\ of 

d,niral L1timer ,,_,horn he called ''a ~ea-going diplomat~· rl:, pc"-ted by the ri,1al claimant . 
Denn)' harac1lerized Latin1er as ·a jaunt}' and impec able officer ,,,ith a gift for being liked 
and an abilit)' to hide pr fou11d thougl1t behind hi go d-natured ountenance which had 
,,, 11 hirn th title R · ic Poker Face an1ong hi friend .. of the en1i e .' Pp. 259-60. 
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Service Medal for his service in Nicaragua. Secretary of State Henry L. 
Stimson reported that Admiral Latimer, '' ... instructed with delicate 
negotiations requiring the exercise of the greatest skill and diplomacy, he 
conducted himself in a manner deserving the highest praise.'' According to 
an American historian of the conflict, casualties among both the Americans 
and Nicaraguans might have been avoided altogether had Julian not been 
hamstrung by State department demands that Diaz remain in office until the 
expiration of his ter111, ''It was no fault of the Admiral that these efforts 
were not successful.''6 

In 1927 Admiral Latimer was placed in command of the Fourth Naval 
District at Philadelphia, but was soon called again for diplomatic service 
when Peru and Chile, unable to settle boundary disputes over mineral 
deposits in the Tacna and Africa regions, requested the United States to 
send an arbitration panel. Chile had seized a large segment of Peruvian 
territory and deprived her of a free port. Julian was dispatched with a naval 
force to lend weight to the negotiations. The result of the settlement was 
that Africa was assigned to Chile and Tacna to Peru, while Chile paid an 
indemnity of $6,000,000 to Peru and agreed to construct a free port for 
Peru. The presence of Admiral Latimer at the arbitration, with his Pacific 
squadron on watch to guarantee that the disputants would uphold their 
agreement, was instrumental in the success of this peace-keeping exercise. 

In 1930 Admiral Latimer retired from the navy.7 He and his wife Laura 
spent their summers in Jamestown, Rhode Island, where they had bought a 
house, and wintered in Clearwater, Florida, where Laura had inherited 
property from her parents. In 1939, while on a trip to New York for a 
physical check-up, the Admiral died of heart disease, at the age of 70. 
Surviving were his widow, Mrs. Laura Richardson Latimer, three 
daughters, Mrs. Rupert Deese, Mrs, Laura Gillespie, and Mrs. Robert C. 
Thaxton, and son Julian Lane Latimer, Jr. 8 He was buried in Elmwood 
Cemetery, Shepherdstown, joined by this wife, who died a few weeks after, 
following an operation. 

6 Ibid., p.260. 
7 According to some correspondence archived at the Naval Academy, Admiral Latimer, then 

sixty-two years old, resigned because of the failure of the Department of the Navy to 
promote him to the next grade. See his correspondence with Admiral William Adger 
Moffett, Moffett papers, Collection 198, Nimitiz Library, United States Naval Academy. 

8 Julian Lane Latimer, Jr. had been admitted to the Naval Academy with the class of 1926, but 
failed to graduate. 
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ddendum: ote on the Jeffer on County Latimers9 

Tl1e father of dn1iral Latin1er was Thon1a Wilmer Latimer, who wa 
born in harle County Maryland~ in 1840. Orphaned at age three he and 
hi l i ter irginia were brought to hepherdstown by an aunt, Mr . Jo eph 

henton ( hloe Lane Latimer). Being childle Mr . Shenton rai ed the 
children a though they were her own. 10 He attended the private academy 
in that ,1illage and made hi mark a a uperb hor eman winning trophie at 
1ocal tournament . 1 1 

t the age of twenty-one Thoma Wilmer Latimer enli ted a a private 
in Compan F (the hepherd town company) of what became the Fir t 

irginia avalry. Promoted to I t Corporal after Sharp burg he was lightly 
wounded at Gett burg and promoted to 4th Sergeant in the fall of 1863. 
Tl1i acti e en1ice te11ninated at the fight at Haw' Shop in May of 1864 

hen l1 ru eriou ly wounded in the right thigh and hip .. 1 2 Family lore 
lairn tl1at twelve hor e were hot out from under him during the war. 

Returning to hepherd town he married Mary Jo ephine Quigley (1844-
19'27 ~ th daughter of Dr. John Quigley and Mary Elvira Van Swearingen 

uigley). During thi difficult Recon truction period Latimer under took a 
\ 1ariet of jobL. . He ran a canal boat opened a tore, and erved a principal 
f. th I cal public chool. In 1884 he wa elected Clerk of the Circuit Court 
f J ffer on ou11ty and mo ed with hi family to Charle town. He died in 
oven1b r of l 93 and wa buried in Zion Epi copal churchyard. Hi wife 

di d thirt)1-f ur ear later and wa buried next to him. 

Thor11a and ary Latimer had four children: Jt1lian ( 1868-1939)· Mary 
1n lin 1 72-c.1955), who married Richard Ward Snowdon of 
in i11nati: John ilm r I 76-c.1958) who married Lillian Addi on 
raig of G orgetown and became a judge in the Di trict of Columbia; and 

L ui e Pa on ( l 7 -1962), unmarried who became Children Librarian 
of the Di tri t of Columbia Pt1blic Library. 
[The con,piler of' thi .. biographical ketch \\, 1 he\ to thank Mr . nowdon Durham 
Ki ner of hepherd ~1 \\'n and M . 1ary Ro e Catalfamo of the imitz Library for 
their in,,aluable a.. i "lance 1n pro\1iding material ' .] 

ote rom fan1il)' paper of 1r.. no\ don Durham Ki ·ner~ a" i ted b} Richard Latimer 
1 ,Ri hard H. T)1ler, • orporal Thoma, ilmer Latimer and the 1 t irginia Ca,,alry." 

unpubli hed paper 19 0 . 
1 1 ti I lard K. Bu l1ong. Hi tori al Jeffi r ._ <J ti 01,11()1 (Bo)fce. irgini~ 1972). p. I 71 . 
12 Robert J. Dri,1er, Fir .. -;r \lir i11ia Ca,1al1)1, 2nd edition Lynchburg, 1991 ), p. 19 . 
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Roy Hooe - Charles Town's 
Pioneer Aviator 

b. 23 October 1894 - d. 18 April 1972 
by Cecil D. Eby 

On January 1, 1929, at 7:24 a.m. the Question Mark, a giant Fokker 
monoplane equipped with three 225 horsepower Wright motors took off 
from the Los Angeles airport determined to break the world's record for 
total time aloft. The plan called for cruising slowly up and down the 
California coast and being refueled by two aerial tankers. The crew 
consisted of five men of the U.S. Army Air Service: Captain Ira Eaker, 
chief pilot; Major Carl Spatz, flight commander; Lieutenants Harry 
Haberson and Edward Quesada, assistant pilots, and Staff Sergeant Roy 
Hooe, mechanic. 

Roy Hooe, a native of Charlestown with a natural aptitude for 
mechanics, had joined the Army Air Service in the early 1920s and quickly 
became an expert in aircraft engines. Stationed at Bolling Field 
(Washington, D.C.), Roy Hooe achieved a kind of fame when he took 
charge of the crew which overhauled The Spirit of St. Louis when Colonel 
Charles Lindbergh landed there on the frrst leg of his triumphal flight to 
Mexico City in 1928. 1 Thereafter whenever Colonel Lindbergh arrived at 
Bolling Field he asked for, and got Sergeant Hooe as his personal 
mechanic. Later Hooe dismantled the Spirit and reassembled it in the 
Smithsonian Institution, where it remains today. 2 

It was not surprising, then, that when the Air Service in 1928 planned its 
aerial refueling operation Sergeant Hooe was the frrst choice as mechanic. 
He would be responsible for keeping the engines running and attending to 
other maintenance and repair as needed. The Army wished to break the 
existing world record of time aloft which had been set in 1923 at 37 hours 
and 15 minutes. News that a Belgian group was nearly airborne in an effort 
to claim the record lent a sense of urgency to the American operation. The 
aeroplane selected for the experiment was a Fokker Trimotor, regarded as 

1 The Fanner' s Advocate (December 17, 1927). A short time later Hooe shipped to Charles 
Fidinger, one of his baseball chums in Charlestown, a piece of canvas from the Spirit, which 
Fidinger proudly exhibited in his tobacco shop window at the Opera House comer. 

2 The Spirit of Jefferson (January 11, 1929). 



Jc ff erson aunt)• Hi ~torical ociet)' 25 

the mo t dependable aircraft in the world. icknamed Question Mark, the 
aircraft had a cl ed cabin to pro ide a modicum of warmth and comfort. 

On January 1 1929, at 7:24 a.m. the Fokker took off from the Lo 
ngele~ airport. The plan called for crui ing lowing up and down the 
alifomia coa t and being refueled by two aerial tanker . Refueling wa a 
rud and very dangerou procedure at that time. Sergeant Hooe manned 

the pump and ho e but on one occa ion patz wa prayed with ga oline 
and the cabin filled with fume . A ingle park anywhere would have 
torched the plane. While in the aeroplane Sergeant Hooe confe ed to 

ajor patz that he had tied a rabbit foot to the tail kid, which gave the 
ajor a hearty laugh. On the following afternoon the Question Mark broke 

the orld record. All the new ervice reported the flight meticulou ly. (It 
\.\1a a front-page tory in the ew York Times on January 5 6 and 8). 
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In~ 1111ation that pri ate letter c uld be mailed to and from member of 
the er v.1 \\1hil it a in flight cau ed a flurry of excitement in Charle 

\ n. ecil b , an amateur philateli t (father of the pre. ent writer) 
imm diatel p nned a l tter congratulating the ergeant rounded up ix 
fel]o\ member of th I al merican Legion po t for their ignature and 
ent it by airmail to etropolitan irport, Lo._ ngele on January 2 at 
: p.1n. 

Th letter arried a harle Tov.1n po tmark of January 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

Tho e signing \1ler Leland hugan, Theodore Br0\\1n. Chri .~ Fidinger, Bill Phillip , Jack 
Trapnell. and Frank Ronen1u . The latter ,vas an emplo .. 1ee of the Charle To\.\'n po t office. 
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and was further postmarked at the Arcade Station in Los Angeles on 
January 4 at 9:30 p.m. (Two days for an airn1ail letter to reach across the 
country-not bad, considering it was nearly seventy years ago!) It was 
passed to the Question Mark by Refueling Plane #2, and in the afternoon on 
January 5 Sergeant Hooe wrote his reply on special stationery supplied by 
some nameless public relations officer of the U.S. Air Service. He reported 
that the plane had just completed 104 hours in the air and noted that they 
had ''plenty to eat and lost no sleep-----motors going good.'' This return letter 
was dropped by sack and postmarked from Van Nuys, California on 
January 6 at 3:30 p.m. It was stamped again in Pittsburgh on January 8 at 5 
p.m. and reached Charles Town at some indeterminate time. 
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Meanwhile the flight of the Question Mark had to be aborted when the 
left engine died. Sergeant Hooe climbed out on a catwalk under the wing to 
repair it-but the valves were pe1·111anently clogged. (The Washington Star 
ran a photo of the Sergeant on the catwalk, attempting repairs at 90 mph.) 
The aeroplane had to set down at Metropolitan Airport in Los Angeles on 
January 7 at 2:07 p.m. It had cruised 11,000 miles at an average speed of 70 
mph. It had remained aloft for 150 hours, 40 minutes, and 15 seconds­
beating the for·rner record by 123 hours. Two members suffered sore throats 
but no other ill effects. Thus had ended what the New York Times called 
' 'one of the greatest feats in aviation history."4 

4 Times (January 8, 1928). 
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rg ant H e r main d ith the aeroplane and arranged for it return to 
B llin, ield n January _7 where a rowd of 500 waited the arri al of the 
mu h-publi ized ma l1ine. fe\ da , later all member of the crew 

n,, 1·g d in \ a hington and ere a arded the Di tingui hed Flying 
r .. . e\v da 1 t r harl T \\ n honored it local hero with a 

h n1 ming a\1al ad of automobile \\1hi h met him at the railway 
tation and dr \' him to a rem n , her ma or Kear le ong ga e 
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him a gold watch. 5 Also acknowledged was Carroll Rockenbaugh of 
Bolivar, Hooe's assistant at Bolling Field, who receive a gold pin. 

The two commanding officers went on to greater achievements in World 
War II. Major Carl Spaatz (he added the extra ''a'' to his surname in 1937) 
commanded the Air Force in Europe in 1944 and in 1946 succeeded 
General ''Hap'' Arnold as commander-in-chief of the Army Air Force. 
Captain Ira Eaker led the frrst B-17 raid over continental Europe (Rouen) in 
1942, commanded the Eighty Air Force in 1943, and retired as Chief of Air 
Staff in 1947. 

After World War II Master Sergeant Roy Hooe retired to his native 
Charles Town and served as Chief of Police in a three-man department 
until his second retirement. A host of Charles Town youths-including the 
present writer-well recall his diligence in whistling down and blessing out 
anyone daring to run the red light at the corner of Washington and George. 
However, few of these scofflaws knew about the policeman with the 
whistle had once participated in an event that made American aviation 
history. 
5 Heroics seemed to run in the Hooe family. His maternal uncle was John Quick, USMC, a 

Charles Town native, who earned the Congressional medal of Honor for bravery under frre 
in the Spanish American War and later the Distinguished Service Cross for driving a 
truckload of ammunition over a road swept by artillery fire during World War I. For Quick 
see Millard Bushong, Historic Jefferson County (Boyce, 1972), pp. 434-435. 
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Boyhood and Other Reminiscences 
by D. C. Gallaher 

S/1epl1erdstown Register, 19 April 1923 
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( te: In my boyhood there wa only a Main Street' and namele s 
other . kind friend ha lately gi en me the modem name of the treets.) 

Born in hepherd town removing to the Upper Valley when quite 
ung, pending a winter there later a a boy and with everal other vi it , 

on e a a oldier in grey, the writer ha often given many omewhat 
affe tionate thought to the good old town. 

The~ e memorie , let me ay at the inception are not claimed to be 
entir ly f .. ree from the natural inaccuracy of o man)' year gone, but are 
ubmitted ith the prayer in one of my early chool book that the 

h p r ritical • may pa my Imperfection by and not view me with a 
critic' y· .'' I may add that many named herein I fir t knew well during a 

i it in the ummer of 1 65 to which time I refer a to them. 

long the ~ fiftie 'l'I a I recall it the Ge11nan Refo11r1 Church and the 
Lutheran were on th hill oppo ite each other. The new church of the latter 
i, n \ ._ I hear. down on King treet. I do not recall any building then 
tanding on the outh ide of the quare on which the German Refo1111 
hurch , t d and we t of the church. But oppo ite at the corner of Ge11r1an 

tr t and Rum e11 a enue forrnerly Mill treet lived the Parran family 
\\1h b autiful daughter old re ident will recall. Coming on that ide 
t \ ard Prine ~ . tr t wa the hand ome home of Mr. Jim Shepherd and at 
th northea t com r of G 111

4

1an and Prince treet wa a aloon mainly 
b r ~1,1g r b r' a it a then called. I think it w __ then or later kept by a 

r. ri . On th ppo 1t ( . .) corner Thomas Hopkin an old bachelor 
had a fumitur and und rtaking bu ine , and next to and east of it was the 
famil_ ' r id n e of r. George B}er , a omewhat di tingui hed chool 
t h r. I r all t\ n . Bill and e\; t: the latter. after everal year at the 

ni r it f irgini and four 1ear of honorable ervice in the outhern 
rtill [)' marri d~ I b Ii . i. Eleanor Rentch, an attractive belle in her 
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day and daughter of D. S Rentch, an honored and prominent citizen and 
merchant. 

I do not recall just who then lived in the handsome brick home just 
beyond the Byers home in which the Hamtramck family later lived. The 
Selbys? 

Turning now into Princess street. It ran down a steep hill to the river, but 
I can recall only one family living below on Princess street, the Barnharts 
and Entlers living near the old yellow covered wooden bridge over the river 
one named ''Ed.'' They kept the toll house on this side. 

Following Princess street out towards Charles Town (now towards the 
N. & W. freight station) stood the residence of Wm. Bowen and Eli Conley 
on the north side, the Conleys owning a very large property with an 
extensive garden fronting on Princess street. 

At the opposite, southwest corner, of New street lived the Cameron 
family. Henry Cameron it was, I think who had a tailoring establishment 
around on Ge1111an street. Opposite the Conley home on the same slight 
elevation lived the Cookus family. Beyond, northward, was low vacant 
ground and no street and a big pond in wet weather, skating in winter. 
Diagonally across from the Cameron comer stood the then considered fine 
school-house, but now a pygmy compared with modem structures. I hear it 
still stands there, and that its scholastic atmosphere is now supplanted by 
the mixed fragrance of a grocery. 

I believe this was one of the frrst, in fact the very frrst, ''free school'' east 
of Alleghenies, in ''Old Virginia." 

A northern man by the name of Alder was the teacher. He never 
believed in ''sparing the rod and spoiling the child,'' but kept a fme lot of 
long hickory rods in his desk. He was one of the terrors of my early 
boyhood for several months and I still recall him as a sort of bete-noir or 
cruel tyrant, though he never whipped me. 

Further up Princess street, on the right hand side, was a carriage factory, 
and opposite this the Boroff family lived, and at the tum of the street 
toward Charles Town was a blacksmith shop kept by a one-legged man, a 
' 'peg-leg." 

Returning to Gern1an street, on the northwest corner stood Entler' s 
Hotel. I hear it is still there and I expect that when McCauley's ''wreck of 
matter and crash of worlds come, it will still be found surviving! 

Opposite stood the Lucas home, on the S. W. corner. The boys of about 
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111y ag John and Frank were great fighter as I soon di covered. Both I 
belie e, wer good oldier who wore the grey. Mr . Line lived there later. 

earb .. on the outh ide were Cameron hop and Moore Entler 
re ~idence and then the re idence of Colonel or General Hamtramck who 
had onl a hort while before returned with honor from the Mexican War. I 
recall a a l ader in ociety Mi Folly later Mr . Shepherd, and his on 

elby, who wa the keen envy of every boy for hi father had brought him 
a black exican pony with long mane and tall. Hi father rode a big bay-a 
triking contrast. elby wa a fine oldier and I think wa killed at the Fir t 

an-... a July 21, 186 I. 

urther up on the ame ide were McKendree' tore and re idence. 
ever hall I forget my fir t pair of red-top boot bought there! I recall 
organ McKendree and hi i ter Mi annie, who wa one of the town' 

fa orite and of charming per onality. 

ear the comer wa the Marmaduke home who e tannery wa at the 
c mer f King and Ge1111an treet where I hear the Register office now 
tand . 

L a,1ing ntler Hotel there was adjoining it a drug tore, and acros 
the all y wa a tone-built tore and further up wa Lambright candy and 
i e cream place. One oon ca1ne to the re idence of Mr. Harper near the 
irun , er ing the treet in a culvert. There were in hi window three big 

high bottle , three or four feet high or red, blue and green color , the 
pr \1ailing ign in tho. e day of drug tore . But the mell of drug etc. in 
that old tore! hen the door was clo ed it was a memory that for more 
than a half century lingered in one' nasal organ . Mr. Harper daughter 
nan1ed I think, Fannie and Ellen, were prominent in ociety. 

rom Harper· to the c mer wa a I recall it a vacant lot, on the rear of 
, hich I think the nor111al college now tand . Oppo ite thj corner tood the 
old dd . ello\\1 Hall, hi h wa right in the center of King treet a 
dri \ ,1)' on ea h ide of it, the lodge u ing the L econd tory while below 
\\'a th fire ompan engine et . Thi engine wa about a big a an 

rdir1ary n1all motor tru k of nowada and wa pumped by eight or ten 
1n n~ t\\10 r \\' f them u ing long parallel handle . '·Bucket brigade 
\\' r th main relian in tho e da . I hall ne\'er forget the building. It 

d in the nt r f King treet fa ing north. early at the top in the front 
\\1a11 \ a a gr at bi 0 gilt- at d ~ al]- eeing'' e e. It in pired my boyi h mind 
\\1ith a\,, . It c m d almo t real and le tial. Whether it i" till there or not 
i le pl .. v \Vill ha ,e en \'el)' mu h. 
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Going up on the hill on the north side, one came soon to Adams' store 
and residence. Oh! the candy and ''squibs'' (frrecrackers), etc., in that store! 
His two sons, Billy and George, I think, of course were blessed, for they 
could get from the store all they wished; and then, too, they could ride in 
their father's ''hack'' to Kearneysville, in which he carried people to the 
railroad trains. This brilliantly painted hack was one of the widest I ever 
saw. It carried ten or twelve people. Years afterwards I saw the splendid 
state carriages in London, Paris and Berlin, but none of them impressed me 
as grand as I, a little boy, used to think that hack was. 

Further up lived some of the Shepherds and at the northeast comer of 
Ge1·1nan and Church streets was Billmyer' s big store. He dealt largely in 
canal boats and their supplies, etc. Some distance back and on the same side 
of Church street stand the old Episcopal Church, a small white structure. 
The much beloved Dr. Andrews was the rector. I remember a fashionable 
wedding there so many years ago, the church was packed and a big crowd 
on the outside, a lot of boys and the writer ''among those present.'' I may be 
mistaken, but I think the groom was a Mr. Live1n1ore. I have an idea who 
the bride was, but will be pardoned in withholding the name, as I am not 
positive. 

Returning now to the Odd Fellows Hall, going out south on King street, 
Joseph Welshans lived at the comer of New street. He was an exemplary 
and honored citizen and lived to a good old age, I hear. 

At the southwestern corner of Ge11nan and King streets was the big store 
room of John K. White, and later a Mr. Mohler had a store there. Mr. White 
had a son of about my age, named Bob, and his boy playmates roguishly 
likened him and his name to a quail or partridge, which sometimes brought 
on a fisticuff. 

Further up I think Mr. D. S. Rentch lived; also Rightstine, Licklider and 
Stonebraker, and opposite Billmyer' s store was a tin shop on the southeast 
comer. 

On the northwest comer above Billmyer' s store, comer German and 
Church streets, lived the Towner family. That big brass highly polished 
door plate with the family name on it still shines in my memory. I do not 
recall any material object of my early boyhood, excepting that big gilt eye 
on the Odd Fellows Hall, that impressed me as that door plate. 

Further up one came to Dr. Quigley's home, whose daughter was one of 
the favorites of society. Then the Rickards, who made those famous locks, 
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and none better did I e er ee. Then at the northeast comer of Ge1·1nan and 
Duke tr lived Jacob Hill and there ran the road out to Hard crabble," 
__ it w~ then called where recent letter in the Regi ter from there how 
that literary tyle and quite good wit now dwell. 

Beyond Duke treet going we t on German treet was known a 
Philadelphia but I do not know whether ome Quakers once lived out 

there. or nly in deri ion it was o named. 

On th outhwe t comer of Ge1·man and Duke I think Dr. Reynolds 
Ii ed one of the town fir t gentlemen and a fine phy ician. Nearly the 

hole quare, where the ho pitable home of Harry L. Snyder and the new 
Epi copal hurch now tand was occupied by the even then ancient hotel 
and cara an ary of Jo eph Entler. Here in it amply yard multitude of 

agon going we t and ea t u ually topped- carrying merchandi e we t 
and product ea t. 

Ho well I remember my frr t circu which wa on thi lot! It wa of 
ur e. one of tho e overland circu e , but it eemed immen e to my 

childi h mind. great to1111 uddenly aro e and the loud peal of thunder 
and blinding flashe of lightning with a downpour of rain imply terrified 
th audien e. en paled with fear women creamed and children cried 

h n om ~ l (there are alway in addition to the clown, ome in every 
ircu ) cried out "'the lion i loo e. (There wa only one and he wa only 

ab ut ~ big a an airedal dog.) Everybody for him elf a ort of auve qui 
p ut mad ru h it wa . E erybody tried to get out of the tent at once and 

me ut hole in it to e cape and I was dragged out through one of them 
full f mud and wet ~ a rat. I can now but could not then laugh over it all. 

lncidentall th re were many other familie be ide tho e named herein 
ab \ e that I recall but I annot now locate their then re idence uch a 
Berr , . To, n r~ n der" Pendleton, Reinhart, Zittle the editor of the 
R gt ter Humrickhou e etc. I do not remember if Colonel Wm. A. 
1 rgan under whom I er ed in the cavalry then lived at Morgan 
pring. Th r -.... no bra er man in th whole army than he and withal he 

\\'a a gentle nd mode t ~ a woman and lo ed by every oldier who knew 
hi n1. 

t the north a t corner o Church and e treet lived the Boteler 
f n1il)1

, \\1h n \J er Henr and Charlie later gallant Confederate 
ldi r and daught r i Pink a b aut and belo ed by all one of the 

\! t l nature I \ r kn . 
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Dr. Andrews lived nearby opposite and the Shepherd cemetery was 
nearby. Opposite his home stood a little frame school-house. A Mr. Pierce, 
the teacher, prepared boys for college, many of them sons of the wealthier 
class. The school-house was known as the ''salt box," it being in derision so 
called by many because its patrons claimed that the pupils were the ''salt of 
the earth." At least some claimed this was the origin of the nickname. 
Others claimed it was so called because it was not unlike a salt box in size 
and shape, etc. Traditions are uncertain. In politics, A. R. Boteler, Sr., who 
lived out on the ''pike," whose daughter Lottie was a great belle and Charles 
J. Faulkner alternated to Congress from that district, and like two polished 
and keen Damascene blades, they often crossed in public debates, both 
eloquent and chivalrous. 

I think the ever genial and scholarly Joe McMurran was conducting a 
school about that time or a little later. The courtly and polished Henry 
Bedinger, minister to Denmark, lived out on the Kearneysville pike near 
town. 

Among those at the ''salt box'' school, I recall the gallant Henry Kyd 
Douglas and his brothers, John and Bob, who lived on the hill across the 
river in that beautiful home where I spent several days at different times; 
also Charlie and Jim Clarke, who lived near the canal lock. Jim fell at the 
frrst battle of Manassas and Charlie at Waynesboro in the fall of 1864. 

Among them also the Boteler boys, Henry, Charlie and Alex Boteler, Jr. 
I am not sure, but I think Towner Schley also was a scholar there, and some 
of the Pendletons. It was a fine classical school and Mr. Pierce, the teacher, 
was very popular in society. 

There were many other scholars whom I knew but their names I cannot 
definitely now recall. Among the older people known as ''men about town'' 
were Jim Lane Towner and Reho Staley, gallant beaux, debonair and 
faultlessly dressed always. There were of course the usual number of 
dandies and, as always in the town's history, a multitude of pretty girls. 

At the head of the now called New street on the road to Keameysville 
stood the little stone jail (all about twelve feet square). It was seldom 
occupied sometimes by an anti-Volstead disciple. A somewhat regular 
occupant was an old fellow from out on the Charles Town road, who 
always walked in the middle of the street and came in or went out, or both, 
drunk. Unlike the Pied Piper of Hamelin, he was a holy terror to children, 
who fled from him affrighted. I remember his name well, but he may have 
left sensitive descendants. 
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On the edge of town near the pre ent cemetery was the toll-gate near the 
t of the . I. Lee property. Mr. Lee was I think the only lawyer then 

re iding in the town. A good lawyer, a hand ome, ari tocratic gentleman of 
h e family I recall E. I. Lee later a Confederate General and Edmund 

b th bra e oldier and daughter Mi ettie, and none more a general 
fa rite in ociety. I do not recall any other of thi family except Rev. 
Harry B. Lee, ome of whom I under tand till live at Leeland. 

In a bri k hou e nearby I believe on the right hand ide of the pike the 
noted and gallant Confederate cout Redmond Burke wa murdered during 
the ar. Going down ew treet not far from the jail tood the Methodi t 

hurch built, I think ju t before the war. At the comer of the pre ent 
a hington and King treet wa then and may be till the Pre byterian 

hurch. 

The only mini ter then that I recall were Rev. Mr. Andrew Rev. Mr. 
D ugla and Re . Mr. Bragonier. 

On a hington below King near the run lived the Fayman who had 
on the ppo~ it or lower ide of the treet a felt or wool hat hop. I wore one 
of their make and till almo t feel it weight on my brow like all wool hat 
f actorie , the dor therefrom were imply fierce. 

nd the bra , band. Wasn t it Cri well ? What a de erved loyal pride 
all felt in it weet mu ic and how we boy followed it! In 1855 aged 12, I 
\\1a~ a tudent at Georgetown College and about July fir t my younger 
br ther Charlie and I cam n the canal from that place to hepherd town 
n a little teamboat the fir t I think ever run there. We left Georgetown 

ab ut a.m. and arri ed about a.m. next morning. A fearfully hot journey 
but to a b ne of much novelty and pleasure. Weary and dead tired, we 
trudg d up the hill in the night ith the friend who had at up nearly all 
night to m t u . o tel graph or phone were in u e then along the canal. 

Jul Fourth I ~ wa a big da . Big military parade and everal band 
f mu ic" \.\1ith a finel drill d ompan of young boy from Charle Town 
ho \\'On p ial admiration. I remember Joe Crane a one of it officer . 
at r many f th e boy w re member of the econd irginia and of 

B I r a\1alry in the ar. Th re wa a grand barbecue that day in the 
\\' d j ,u t b , nd. • Philad lphia, , with hole bee e ro_,ted o er pit of 
gl \ving fire .. . et . Of cour there ere the u ual addre e " one of which I 
think , a b ' th f v rit rat r of that da)', the Hon. lex R. Boteler. 

Ho,\1 the b in gre \ er \.\ el med hen our arm wa th re! How 
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brave her sons and what sweet angels of mercy were her daughter in those 
days. How many thousands of our soldiers at different times passed through 
her streets, never to return especially on the night before the battle of 
Sharpsburg, September 17th, 1862, when all night long the tramp of passing 
battalions was heard. The Yankees had possession of the town nearly all of 
the war, and incidentally a friend long ago gave me the original of which is 
a copy. 

''Shepherdstown," Aug 29, 1862. Guards and Pickets will pass this little 
boy to get his cow until further orders. 

CHARLES A. WELSH, 

Captain and Provo Marshal 

How dangerous a ''little'' boy on hunting his cow must have been to their 
armed forces and what a fearful spell this doughty captain had! 

Well, dear Register, these memories may be somewhat inaccurate, as 
above stated, but infrequent visits, mainly in early boyhood, to the good old 
town some nearly three score and ten years ago, may have left dimmed 
impressions, for which I pray forgiveness and indulgent tolerance. 

If some of your readers fmd any pleasure in their perusal, I shall share 
with them affectionate reminiscences of one of the best old town with some 
of the best people then and now living there, in the wide, wide world. 
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Bibliography - Ref ere nee to 
Jefferson County Native -

Reverend Mr. James Lemen, 1760-1823 

Pc111zplzlet - l illard C. MacNaul, ''The Jefferson-Lemen Compact: The 
Relcztio11s of Tho,na Jefferson and James Lemen in the Exclusion of Slavery 
fi·o,n llli,zoi and the 01·thwest Territory with Related Documents 1781 -
1818.' Paper read before The Chicago Historical Society, 16 February 
1915. 59 pp. 

Born near Harper Ferry Jame Lemen erved two year in the 
R olutionary ar and participated in the Yorktown campaign. He married 

atherine Ogle, daughter of Captain Jo eph Ogle, a native of the South 
Branch alley wh mo ed to the Wheeling area. (Ogle later moved to 
Illinoi here a county i named after him.) Lemen originally a 
Pre b terian be me a Bapti t par on and held militantly anti- lavery 
belief . He became omewhat intimate with Thoma Jefferson who 
nc uraged him t mo e to the Illinoi Country to engage in hi mini try 

and anti- la ery activitie . Jeffer on financed at least partially the removal. 
L 111en \ a in trumental in pro elytizing Bapti t and anti- lavery entiment. 
He founded eight Bapti t churche and five of Lemen ix on were 
Bapti t preacher . Hi ettlement at ew De ign near Waterloo Illinoi 
be am the ent r f anti- la ery agitation that upported Jeffer on' 
"rafting f the anti- la ery pro i ion in the national Land Ordinance of 
17 4 and 17 7 (the orth e t Ordinance) that organized the orthwe t 
Terr1tOI)1 and e tabli h ·d th proce of tatehood in the United tate . 
L m 11 and hi L. follower u e full re i ted all later attempt to repeal the 
anti-. la ery pr i ion in the national tatute. (Lemen wa al o a cou in of 

' ard anion. of Berkel Coun , who al o mo ed to Illinoi .) 

Tl1 ediro,· ll k1zo1,1ledges t/1e c~oti, .. te~y of Eli7 abeth Sn der Lowe and 
i\ ia11 Pa,-k y11tle,t' i11 b1·i11gi11g 1J1i pt1blic·atio11 to the Socief)1 's 

att 11tio11. 
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Su1n1ner Picnic 
On August 6, 1997, the Jefferson County Historical Society held its 

annual picnic at Elmwood, the home of Dr. and Mrs. Oscar C. Stine. While 
the county was badly in need of rain, the sky was clear and the weather 
ideal for a picnic. An estimated crowd of approximately 300 members and 
guests were on hand to enjoy the spacious grounds and the opportunity to 
once again greet friends and relatives. This was a record attendance for a 
picnic. According to the records, the frrst picnic was held in July 1971 
when 70 members gathered at Harewood for a picnic supper, and after 
supper, the members went to Travelers Rest to see this property before 
restoration was started by the new owners, Mr. and Mrs. Allen McIntosh. 

The Stines had done so much for the pleasure of those in attendance at 
Elmwood. The committee on arrangements headed by Capt. John Schley 
and Mrs Lynn Byron was well organized. Fried chicken, casseroles, salads 
and desserts were of the best. The usual lemonade stand operated by J arnes 
and Mary Alice Lemen was quite popular. Following supper Dr. Stine 
talked on the history of Elmwood. 

Edward Lucas II settled here in 1732 on land granted to him in 1751 by 
Thomas Lord Fairfax. His wife Mary Darke, an aunt of Revolutionary 
General William Darke accompanied him. The third Edward Lucas was 
born at Elmwood in 1738, most likely in the log cabin built by his father. In 
1797 Edward III, married to Elizabeth Edwards, built the present house. It 
is built of Flemish bond brickwork, four wide rooms on each floor, 
windows of extra width, a spacious hall, a hand carved mantel in each 
room, the one in the living room like one at Mt. Vernon. 

Edward III was a lieutenant in Captain Hugh Stephenson's company on 
their 600 mile ''Bee Line'' march to Boston in 1775. He died in 1809 and is 
buried in the Lucas family graveyard on the fann. 

Elmwood became the home of successive generations of the Lucas 
family until it was deeded to Dr. and Mrs. Oscar C. Stine in 1948 by the 
heirs of Mr. Rion Lucas. Elizabeth Lucas Trussell, a resident of 
Westminster Canterbury of Winchester, Virginia, is the last Lucas who was 
born and lived at Elmwood. 

Dr. and Mrs. Stine invited all to tour the house and grounds. Family 
members served as docents for these tours. The Jefferson County Historical 
Society is indeed grateful to the Stines for their gracious and generous 
hospitality. From the balloons at the entrance gates to the traffic directors at 
the exit, this picnic was a success. 

Florence H. Moore 
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Editor's Notes 
Th editor renew hi plea for contribution to the annual magazine. Thi 

i ue i tardy becau e 110 contribution arrived in the editor hands before I 
eptember 1997. Thi ituation i regrettable. The editor i indebted to 

Pr fe or ecil D. Eby for coming to the re cue. Hi kind effort including 
id ntification of rele ant and intere ting new paper article have made the 
timel)' appearance of the 63rd number of thi publication po ible. 

r. Hugh . ore and other are preparing an update of the cemetery 
r ading contained in the olume publi bed by the Daughter of the 

merican Re olution. Be ide containing recent burial in the county, the 
new compilati n will include ome cemeterie mi ed in the previou 
olume. ore info11nation on thi project will be forthcoming a the work 

progre e . 
ember ma remember that the Society Board of Director had 

agre d in 1995 to gi e a 50.00 United State Saving Bond and a copy of 
8 t111ee12 t/1 J1e11andoah and the Potomac as prize to tudent who have 

inning e hibit u ing a local hi tory theme at the annual Jeffer on 
ount o ial tudie Fair. In 1997 the frr t winner appeared. The editor 

and pre ident had the plea ure of pre enting the prize , in company with 
r. P. Dougla Perk , to three county tudent : Tiffany Elizabeth Lawrence 

· f hepherd town Junior High chool for her project on the origin of rural 
free p tal deli ery and to Beth Chri tine Dowell and Lauren Mary Lee 
O\,,en, b th of Harper Ferry for their project on flooding at Harper 

rr . The ociety purpo e in recognizing tudent achievement i to 
encourage intere t in 1 cal and regional hi tory. 
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Book Note 
Elizabeth Snyder Lowe, a Society member, has published a book entitled 

The Roots & Branches of the Jacob Snyder Tree. The genealogical 
presentation begins with Hans Jacob Schneider (1727-1754) and his 
numerous area progeny, including allied families of Snyder, Border, 
Coffmberger, Elliott, Engle, Hammond, Hendricks, Hunter, Kearfoot, Link, 
Melvin, Miller, Moler, Osbourn, Ramsburg, Turner, Walper, Ware, and 
Williams. The hardbound books is 8 by 11 inches, with 330 pages, indexed, 
and illustrated. It may be purchased for $45.00, plus $3.00 postage, from 
Mrs. Lowe, P.O. Box S, Shepherdstown, WV 25443. 


