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Shepherdstown and 
The Morgan-Stephenson Companies, 

1775-1988 

Editor' Foreword 

Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Whitehome, a United State Anny His­
torian, prepared this article for the Secretary of the Army, United 
State Department of Defense, who ordered the perfo1·111ance of mili­
tary ceremonies honoring Jeffer on County' Revolutionary War 
officers and consecrating the ground upon which significant Rev­
olutionary War events occurred. One of the sites was the place of 
origin of the Bee Line March in 1775 at Morgan Spring on Falling 
Spring Branch, Shepherdstown, West Virginia. Publication of thi 
article is timely a the Morgan Spring property has recently been 
compromised despite the site's designation as a registered landmark 
under the provisions of the National Hi toric Preservation Act. 
Without complying with federal law, particularly Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act the Conservation Fund, Inc., 
headquartered at Arlington, Virginia, and the Appalachian Fruit and 
Berry Laboratory of the Agricultural Research Service of the United 
State Department of Agriculture launched a major con truction 
project that disturbed archaeological features and the ite s surround­
ings. The local operating arm of the Conservation Fund, Inc., is the 
Freshwater Institute, also known as the Spring and Groundwater 
Institute. Among the activities were the placement of a long trailer, 
extensive ditching, grading of roadways and building site, and the 
dumping of more than 3,200 tons of shale. The State Historic 
Preservation Office and interested parties are trying to compel belated 
compliance with the provisions of federal law. The effort may re ult 
in some degree of mitigation of damages at the landmark. What the 
future holds for this significant Revolutionary War site, one of the 
few in West Virginia, remains uncertain. 

The Philadelphia Convention of 1787 specified in the final fo1·1n of the 
preamble to the Constitution that one of the purposes of government wa 
''to provide for the common defense.'' It went on to specify in Section 8, 
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rti I I that n of~ th dutie of ongre a to 'rai e and upport 
ar1nie . • l11~ ba i bligati n of g \'emment wa one of the fir'" t recognjzed 
b th iledgli11g ontinental ngre a it met well b fore the colonie 
leclared their independence f'rom tl1e Briti~ h Cr wn. Ju~t month after 

·ington a11d n rd ar u ed th ew ngland militia the 2nd Con-
t i11t;ntal onore~ on 14 June 177 de ided toe pand it 1·0Ie in the 
de,1cloping ar. It auth riz d th rai ing of ten ompanie of riflemen from 

1111 ~ 1 \1(tni r1, ar land, and irginia to upport the ew Englander 
gath 1·ed ar und Bo\ton. Th ne t da it appoint d Georg Wa hington to 
b ornn1and r-in- hief fall unit in the fi Id. 

11 riflemen rai . d b ongre<:, ere the fir. t Continental or regular 
'" oldi ,. , f the rebelling c..olonie. . uch the date of their authorization 
al mark tl1e birth of the nited tate Army in one of Congre earlie t 

111 ~ t 111e t it --- bligati n a a national go mment. Thi ge tt1re and 
I t r p ri nc 'A' uld i1npre upon a generation of leader the importance 

f a redibl go,, rnn1 nt ha ing the ability to defend it , people and ter-
ritor 1• \ a re ult th fra1ner of the Con titution would view doing o a 
<)11 of th f-und,1mental dutie of a g vemment. 

he ba k\ d 1n n of the iddle tlantic tate were among t the n10 t 

upp 11i,1 of· the n w nation. Inur d to hard hip and imbued by the frontier 
\ 1itl1 111an 1ni)itary kill ~ the were a lik ly urce of military manpower. 

11 le lion of riflemen to augment th eVv ngland militia la in part 
\\1ith th r putati n of th ir \ p uliar' weapon and the frontier man L kill 
\\/ith it. B th John da111 a11d John Han ock urged their ele tion a a 
11 c<le<l 'l ~ ~et to the Bo~ t n line . 

opi ~ f tl1e 14 Ju11 re olution re ru~~ hed by their re pective dele-
ati n fr· n1 Philadelphia t each f the tate oncerned. In irgi11ia the 

ne\\ \\1~1 nt dir ti_, to the omn1itt of afetJ' of Frederi k and Berke-
I '.I ' u11tie . 111111itt in mb r "' in a h cou11t quickl ele ted the cap-
lain tl1e pr p d rifl c 1npan to om t·rom their di trict. Daniel 

11 r ,1 n \\1 i n }1 t 1- ,v a e I ct d 1 n red er 1 k o u n t \\' h i le Hugh 
t pl1 11 0 11 , a pi k t lead the Berke! y ount , unit. 

t ph n n \/a the nior f th t\\10 captain ~ l10 e r~ b th m n had 
11 ~f\1i in th ren h and l11d1an ar and each had led a compan in 

I u111n 1· .. ar t .. 177 . , ("I 11 a th y \\'ere commi 1oned .. ea h man 
tr \' 11 d thr t1eh hi d1 tri l r ruitin . f L ingt n had cau ed a 
_r u r11 11 l b in drilli11 0 in h ph 1·d tO\\'n on \1acant lot b hind the 

11t )er a , n1 n 'tin . tre t. Th e n1 n t .. 11]1 d the nuc l u of· tephen-
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son's force. Within a week each captain had exceeded his quota and could 
have raised more from the enthusiastic population. 

Each company was supposed to consist of 4 officers, 8 NCO' s, 1 
musician and 68 privates. Stephenson gathered 19 additional privates while 
Morgan signed on 15 extra. It should be added as further example of the 
Valley men's feelings that many of those enlisting in Captain Michael 
Cresap's nearby Maryland company actually came from south of the 
Potomac. Stephenson' company was the frrst of 7 companies to come from 
the Shepherdstown area of old Berkeley County during the war. This 
represented a total of 300 men of whom 100 were local village residents. 
Nearly 60 of these men died in service. With a population of about 1000, 
Shepherdstown is said to have made the largest contribution to the Con­
tinental Army in Virginia. 

On 22 June, both companies were mustered with a solid group of men. 
One sergeant wrote of those in Stephenson's Company, ''None was re­
ceived but young men of character and of ufficient property to clothe 
themselves completely, find their own arms, and accoutrements, that is: an 
approved rifle, a handsome shot pouch and powder horn, blanket, knap­
sack.'' The men's uniform consisted of linsey woolsey hunting jackets 
fringed on every edge, leather leggings and moccasins. Each wore a buck­
tail in his round hat and a tomahawk, scalping knife and powder horn on his 
belt. Stephenson's men had the words ''Liberty or Death'' embroidered on 
the brea t of their shirts. His company banner was emblazoned with a coiled 
rattlesnake with the motto ''Don't Tread on Me.'' Procuring ufficient 
adequate rifles caused the delay between muster and departure. On 10 July, 
as preparations became final, Stephenson's men were given a barbecue at 
the house of William A. Morgan adjacent to Morgan Springs, one mile 
south of Shepherdstown. 

A few days later, some of Morgan' men camped at the spring, enroute 
to Frederick, Maryland, where they were to meet Morgan and the re t of his 
company. Morgan left Winchester on 14 July after parading his men in 
front of the Courthouse. He crossed the Potomac at Harpers Ferry. Instead 
of waiting for Stephenson at Frederick as had been agreed upon between 
the two men, Morgan continued his march. The distinction of being the frrst 
Virginia company into Boston proved too great a temptation. Stephenson's 
men gathered at Morgan's Springs then began the long trek on 17 July. The 
line of march took the troops through Frederick, Maryland, York, Lancaster 
and Bethelem, Pennsylvania, then to Sussex, New Jersey and on to the 
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Ht1<l n ri\1e1· al e k kill. ew ork, and f1nall through Hartford Con-
11e ti 'Ut. t B \l011. One e e itne de ribed Morgan· Company a 

,-.trul11 111arti I, th it" pirtt~ , rnazing1 lated breathing nothing but a de ire 
tc> j i 11 th 1ncri an rITI)' , and t engage the enemie of merican 
l..,ibert)'." hem n ere treated w 11 b people along the route. In exchange 
t· r Id dr·i11k and f·ood, they fr· qu nt]y demon trated their hooting 
pr \\' to v,.,, nderi11g er v,.,,d . 

organ· ompan arri ed in the meri an line at Cambridge on 6 
ugust. D spite bad eather it had O\ered the 600 1nile trip in three 

\\ e<;k~. ·1 eraging nearl 30 111ile a da)' without lo ing a man. tephen on 
tro p arri,, d on 1 I ugu .. t ha\1i11g left onl t men on the road-one to 
illn ~ and the oth r to a cident. The)' Vv'ere among the fir t and definitely 
a1n the f·a,1l1e t. of th n w con1panie rai d b Congre . Their extra­

ord in ar)' 111ar 11 n1ark th birth of the . . rm a well a Congre. , 
earli ~t ackno\ ledg 111ent of a go ernm nt, obligation to provide for a 

111n1on d fen •• no'w emb died in ur on titution. 

h lorgan prir1g "' are,1 i on of the few remaining which can be iden-
tifi d p 'ifi al l)' ith th .. vent in the hi tory of th . . 1·1n and of 
ur n titutional d ,1elopn1 nt . It ha long been recognized a a part of 
alley l1i ~1 rv. but rar I ha it national ignificance been noted. The area 

\\1tl furth r hallo\ ed on 17 Jul I _5 when two of four 'Urviving member 
tepl1 11 n • mpan fulfilled a pledge made 50 - ear b fore to return 

and h 11o r th ~ir con1rad wh had re p nded o readily to Congre call. 
11 ir 11oble ge tur 1n rit permanent a kno\\1l dgment from the bic nten­

nial g nerati n till njo)1ing th freedom. fought for o well by the e men. 

Jo eph hitehome 
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Rion Hall and 
Daniel Bedinger Lucas 
The Poet of the Shenandoah 

To those who knew him, the life of Daniel Bedinger Lucas was one con­
tinual adventure, an obstacle race, wherein he came off conqueror or con­
quered, as you look at it. At least he would never have admitted, never did 
admit, def eat. 

Born in Jefferson, the most beautiful and perhaps the mo t hi toric 
county in Virginia, it was his fortune to see the land of his love overrun by 
alien soldiery-devastation converting his home farms and the rolling hills 
and weet valleys of the Shenandoah-into that desert ''over which a crow 
must carry his own rations.'' The date of his birth, March 16, 1836, was 
rather an uneventful time in our history, but it was about that time that the 
Hon. William Lucas, lawyer, planter, statesman, was building, rebuilding 
we should perhaps say, Rion Hall. And Rion Halli an event in it elf. Rion 
Hall i a house set on a hill, and then hid under a bushel. That is, you can't 
see the woods for the trees-at Rion Hall. 

The old estate was derived from lands of William Burnett, William Hall, 
and John Rion. 1 The latter of French extraction, was a Revolutionary 
soldier, whose title dates back to 1784. Burnett was the only one of the 
proprietors who honored the place with his bones. He is buried in the grave­
yard behind the house and the date of his stone is 1815. His wife was Polly 
Douglas, and the splendid free-stone pring was po sibly called Douglasses 
pring. Of that one can't be sure. William Hall Jr. married Elizabeth 

Lucas,2 lived at and gave his name to Halltown, and his descendant moved 
''out West." He mu t be distinguished from the John Hall of Hall's Rifle 
Factory, at the Ferry, a Connecticut genius, who shares with John Brown 
the fame of the Harper's Ferry Armory. 

All of these owner either sold or bequeathed their holdings to one 
Robert Lucas (1766-1826), who beside the land he got with his wife, Sarah 
Rion, found himself also buying up adjacent territory, with what has been a 
family trait I may say weakness, for generations. The name Lucas goe 

1 John Rion, 1739-1788, Berkeley Co. Will Bk. I, page 485. 
2 Elizabeth Lucas, born 31 Jan. 1731, daughter of Edward Lucas, 1710-1777. 
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\,,itl1 th lc)\'e of ]and. The Id Luca e. were )'eomen, or land-o'Nning 
g ntr)1: f~ ·-hunti11g quir m a and a more per i tent tradition allie 
tl1 111 to tl1e uc·1 of ol he ter ( ).. f ~ h m it i recorded that all 
th ~ n \ 1·e bra,,e and all th i t r irtuou . ' Robert Luca ( 16 0-1699) 
l l1 e 111 i g 1· a 11 t .. - \\' cl a rn 1n be r i n 1 6 3 - 5 - 7 , of the Penn y 1 an i a 

r11hl 11
• Hi g1·and n, dward Luca (2nd) uper i or of Fall 

v/ 11 hip, i11 17 0, 1no,1ed do'A1n to the alle .. took up land and in cribed 
t1i~ ini ti,1I in 17 _ n a boundar tone till in e idence (prior to 1929). 
H di d i11 176-l a11d f hi l children only two left de cendant of the 
na111 . i ~ on \\1ere either killed or wounded b the Indian in the war 
n the \ terr1 b rderland. illiam wa captain of the Border Brigade 

17 I a11d aptain of irgi11ia ilitia, 1777 and in the arne ear entered 
th i1·gi11ia Line a p1·ivate under athaniel illi . He removed to Chilli-

th a11d hi on. Robert . a~ Go ernor of Ohio .. later of Iowa and ha 
nL11n rou i. t n and c untie nam d in hi honor. The other Revolu-
ti nar , ffi er. d ard Luca (3rd)5 lieutenant and then captain wa 
quite di tingui h d "nd a wounded at Laurel Hill . He 1narried Elizabeth 

d\\1ard , and hi n \\a the R bert mentioned abo e (1766-1826). He 
\\'a tl1 f,tth r f Rob rt a he a the grandfather of the William ( I 00-
1 77 \\1l1 f~ und d Rion Hall. 

n1ent ther· are in lit .. e. a a modern novel which although with 
~ 111ir1°lv n rea" n, ~ tand ~"fi ed in the eternitie of memor .' o, with 
mJ' ar·l .. 1 pi tt1re f n1)' gra11dfather~ in who e home I li,1ed the fir t four 
.. ' ar • 111 .. ' lif . Th l Id broad-bri1nmed Panama uch a thing, i re-
111 111b :.r·a I . Th t nt rian ,,oi e, a thunderou roar not alarming nor 
J'L1nn ... 1 , bt1t ur I., m "1 "' terfu]. Th "~m . '' alled ""me ~ ... me dog , me cat'" , 
r11e tr e , ,,. l1orr \1 v.1 II d. He wa not pr tentiou , a \'i ited b man an 
I i ' r Il)' 11 t qltit () promin nt'I nor half o holarl . 

I r 1ne 111b r ti, 1· , eming to hut in the door , clo. e they clam-
b r d \' r th h u . The ao n-load of fruit arried of'f free grati : 
r·1r tar-br ULht pear . plun1 apri t 'I the m t onderful p ache and 
a p I \ ,, h i 11 f r fl a,, u r and "~ i z e a._ t in the had e a 11 our m de rn 
111 r a r1 l i I e e f f .. t . 

11 U n ,,_ l \\, 1· a 2r ']t a ___ ion in ITI)' hildhood~ \\1hen m 
, 11 I ti I t \\' a 1 k t1t l the tur·npik .. ~~Be k 'I Gat ~ ~- to n1eet m 

1-. r r11 IL.J'-# 11 g b id 
\ ' ill pr , d 1 l 

l3t n1 1:-cb. 1 

. l ,,crill. 1./i)l .... n
0

)a11d. 

t. I 7. B rkele)' . \ ill Bk. 1 pp. I J_-14. 
, i d l lar. I 09. Jt:f t.: , n o. \\1i11 Bk. 1, pa 0 e 4. 

mother 
father'I 
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and I would ride home on his horse, itting in front. One I remember in 
particular, when my father' most intimate friend (and brother-in-law, 
Judge J. F. McLaughlin of Maryland, later of New York City) summoned 
u and the whole family walked up to the road to see the mo t splendid 
appearance of living flame from horizon to zenith that I seem ever to have 
seen. I ay seem, for there is an unreality about all these thoughts. They 
are as nebulous as the River ride on my father's arm. Both my mother and 
father were adept with horses. My grandfather's stables while depleted by 
the war still possessed some fine specimens. Peacock, the spirited roan; 
Canada and Cognac, my father' pair; and Charley, who ran off with us, 
and had to be sold. Nina, my mother's saddle mare, whom the darkies 
always called 'Lina," as an honour to the mistress. My favorite, Cognac, a 
chestnut bay pony, was a fiery-hearted little beast, whom it pleased me 
unspeakably to tease, who would bite at me when I made a moue and 
would race me from the near gate to the far gate, while I was out to open 
them for the ''grandee'' grown-ups, who sat in splendour inside the Jagger, 
buggy or Phaeton, whatever it chanced to be. Perhaps, the pring-wagon, 
which was our first remembered equipage. These were war-time , a it 
were, and no one had a cent. Despoiled a to goods, rifled as to stock, 
battered and beaten as to fences, woods, barns, all necessary adjuncts, but 
quite unconquered as to heart. Ready to tum in ''and whip 'em again," as 
the veterans u ed to say. The Yankees, Radicals, Black Republicans, who 
had it all their own way. Still do, as it eems. Do you repent, Lincoln, on 
your pedestal, midway between your Penn ylvania and Old Virginia kin? 
The Lincolns of Reading are the be t of Democrats; always were. 

My grandfather's thick and shaggy hair, his strict, overhanging brows, 
eyes almost slits, mouth thin-lipped, wide. Wrinkles most numerous-but 
his trees. How I loved them in infancy-and now. I cannot write of that 
hard, bitter old lawyer and political warrior without mention of his trees. I 
find him showing a pathetic olicitude about the opinion of hi consti­
tuents, whom I know he never feared. But they turned him down after his 
second term in Congress (1845) for his law-partner, bother-in-law and 
friend-not so good a democrat, either, I am sure.6 Then my grandfather 
retired to the farm, the beautiful house on the hill, with rolling meadows 
around it. An old graveyard, a grove of fine cedar , one ancient white-

6 Henry Bedinger, 1845-49. (Mag. Jeff. Co. Hist. Society, Dec. 1952, XVIII, p. 32). 
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,1k. tl1c1t h,1 figt1r d in r11an boundar grant ; an elm and walnut and a 
f(; oth r ren1aining fr n1 the fore t pr·i1neval, and to be ~ urrounded b 
the poti and tatel arb return v,1hich a it grew .. con .. urned my grand-
sir ·, Iii--. 111 \ 1ery h art .... .. . 

Tl1e note ortJ1 ' i11cid nt of' the l1f e of Wil]ian1 Luca were hi. two 
t • r111 i 11 tl1e . . ongre . (26th and 2 th), a term in the Virginia 

en 1·al e111bly ( I ~ ). tl1e on titutional on ention, I 50 and hi 
d f'eat t' r the on\1ent1on of l 60, when he would urely have oted for 

e ~",1 n t·o1· he v..1a an ardent ad\1ocate of tate Right . Born in 1800 
( 0,1 • 10), h v-1a o,1er age t"'or the . . . t tl1at tin1e he had become a 
great reclu .. de\1otir1g him elf wholly to the plea tire of horticulture and 
tarr11ing. H , a\ to e · hi .. v-.hole fortune built up with trenuou • toil, 
d ~ "' tr ycd \Vith the d truction of hi countr . afeguard from a for1r1er 
p liti al fri nd a,, d Rion Hall and it 12 acre enclo ure with the wealth 
of 111agnoli '1 . tlo\ eri ng tree hrub and ro e ~ from demolition by 
p,1 ',ing ,lrn11e . Th h u e u ed a headquarter by heridan. An old 
n i0 l1b r,. a 1:r . Be 'k G rman and nion pe ple. but warm friend and 
d p 11d r1t (1rried und r l1er hoop kirt __ the family portrait~ to her hou e 
at the gat , and ~1 pt all through the ar with them beneath her feather 
b d. h de cribed the n1a hing of mirror and in a. ion of ick room , 
ec r hi11g of \\1ardrobe and bur au for conceal d oldiery) t aling of 

,,,at h ala a11d t pping on th baby, .. finger, in a ery reali tic way. 
Tl1 bab)' \ a a grandchi ld, ( arah verett Bedinger)\ \\1ee daughter of 

, I ly I an r Lu a . th \\1if. o1'" Re . verett . Bedinger, '}.1ho with her 
ht1 ba11d , n , \1e11 l11ldr 11 a111 in I 64-65 to Rion Hall, \va ill there. 

l1e died i11 l 67. ( f on u1nption. the fatal malady of tho e da)' .7 In our 
parl r. #1bre ut 0 11 door and r11antel, mark d heridan con ulting 
1·0 111 . D ' fat1011 of th gra\,e . a pr \ ent d b ffi)' grandfather· going 

.. 

ut a11d <.1 k.i 11 ° if a r. Burnett \\' 'l n t one of their officer. . ~ el I .• , he 
ai .. ,,, l1e11 th , r plied in th affirmati e. • ou • re ,1iolating th grave of 
' l ll r an l 1• n .. I or the e 8 urI1 tt r the an e tor of th Burnett of 

l1i . fr n1 ,,,11 n , u hav 0 111 : ·b The d i ted for of cour e~ it a .. 

' t· : ''The unil gt • Rion f~all ;' g. f Jcft ( . Hi l . o . ol. ~ Vi l . p. 57. 
1 u ted p . ._ .. , J. ✓~ ' lae. of Jeff. o. Hi t. . 

7 ,111 ' }:.lean r l ... u , . b rn 10 pr. J" . di~d I Jul)' 1 67. he 111arric=d on 1 June 1 - __ her 
nd ..... '"'t1 in ... , rt:tt \ 1 d B dingcr.. rand on of George Micl1Jt: Bcdinger of Kentuck)'. 

broth r f ht=r grandfather, Daniel B dinger. (Zio11 pi . hurcl1. l1arl "fo\\'n. \\'. \ 1a. 
rd . 111 hnd l\\f dau t1tc .. b Lil o \\1hon1 n1arri d but had n ct1ildren. The i .. ue of 

the I\' " n ar th nl)1 de 11ll" nt \ illiar11 l ... u a . 
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hidden treasure they were searching for, of which alas, there was none. 
My grandfather had among his riding and driving horses, a very fine pair 
of white show geldings. One of these was the white horse ridden through 
his campaigns by Ashby; the other was commandeered by the Yankees, 
and so the brothers doubtless met on the battlefield in opposing ranks. 

Several times I have come across folks who were quartered at Rion 
Hall, and they seemed to consider it a paradise on earth. One man, now 
living in Chicago, told a friend that he had been commissioned to see that 
''old man Lucas did not give aid to the 'Rebels.''' But that he did, 
whenever time and opportunity offered. 

My father's mother was Virginia, daughter of Daniel Bedinger of 
Shepherdstown, a soldier in the Revolution, and later Paymaster at the 
Gosport Navy Yard. Virginia was considered very beautiful, if friend and 
family may be believed. Her portrait is not flattering, but it is not un­
attractive, though the hair piled high was trying for so broad a forehead; 
and the artist makes her brunette, in lieu of the golden hair and blue eye 
of her race. She was romantic and gifted and wildly in love with her 
somewhat austere husband. She died in 1840, at the birth of a fifth child, a 
daughter, who was buried, ''the child in the grave with it mother." Her 
other children were William (14 April 1832 - 17 Sept. 1862) a pleasant 
and talented young man, who died on consumption in 1863 ( ic) in 
Florida at the house of a kinsman, Governor Douglas of that state. Next 
came Sally, of whom we have spoken. Daniel Bedinger, the third child, 
was (if I do say it) the flower of the family. Brilliant, gentle, witty; hy as 
a girl and as pure, he grew up a strange combination of the backwoods 
country youth, poetic, and intellectual; and the Citizen of the World, 
which all great men seem to be from birth. 

In the obstacle race as I have considered my father's life, the first 
feature was that from the porch at Bedford, in Shepherdstown (the home 
of his grandmother) he fell when an infant of two or three years. Thence 
arose the spinal trouble which was to over hadow his life and cause 
untold suffering until he at last reached maturity and was able to cast 
aside the painful braces. Out of door life, I have often heard him say, 
saved him to a career of singular usefulness and distinction. Then, when 
he was but four years old, his mother died, leaving four young children, 
whom the desolated father sent to be reared at Cold Spring, the home of 
their uncle, Col. Robert Lucas, a veteran of the War of 1812. While living 
there, my father went for a short time to the Old Field School at Uvilla. 
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H had l\\' \ ' r d ot d oung cot1 in ~ lightl older than him elf· 
dar a n a l1ington and ed L afterward the di tin-

gui:"hed 11eral -.d i11 r Le of th onfederac . The e boy u ed to 
arr ~" ann)'~, r "Bcdinger,, a he v..1a om time called, when they 

\\1 11t huntir1g 1· n long r jau11t" than l1i d licate trength could endure. 
b at1tif'ul chi\1alr and d otion that Vveakn of hi" eemed alwa to 

c.:aJI f 1·tl1 fron1 u in , i t r and t'riend~. nd the beauty of countenance 
and brillianc of , pr ~ ion warranted the lo\1e which he al ay in .. pired. 
I 11 , , r kn \\' a11) one h uld re i t the charm of my father· per on-
ali t , n r th genial humor of hi -. dail on e1·" ation. 

e t )' ung Lu a a nt with man boy and girl of the neigh-
borl1 d~ t b taught b a r. arneron at hi ou in' , Col. Braxton 
Da\1 np rt· . t1nn t rie l1e u ed to tell of how Mr . . ( ranee ) Daven­
p rt ti ed t tand the little darkie in a row and hear them giving their 
atechi m. 111 \i\1a a happ time in hi rather forlorn childhood. At the 
nd f tl1 I.~ lto 11 • ch l day , h \\rent~ with hi friend , Jack traith 
J111 rioht and d L e in a lumbering old tage coach down the other 
id f the Blu Ridg into arrenton. Th cho l wa the Warren 
r n:' und r r. Ricl1ar·d mith. The arren Green Hotel wa long in 
·i ten in the identi al building. Here fat might ha had a hand, had 

l1 had th go J fo1-tl1n to m et at arrenton a little girl bu ily engaged 
at j lilligan' "~ ju t ight mile from h r thee Jeffer on aunty 
h(1)' \V r e 11 c n d. Lina Brook , the t1nrul , brain and altogether 

eligl1tful dau 0 l1t r f H 11ry L. B1·ook of Ri hmond, 8 wa ther tud ing 
atin. ar1d higher r11ath mati ' . Th Ode of Horace, h we er, nor et 
al .. t1lt1 n r ni 2 ti n 'A1ould ha\e be n dra ing card to engage the 

,1ff ' ti 11 t .. n1y fath 1·. H failed in n1 th and kne little Latin and le 
re k in "pit r 1nir1Q: \Vith th I brat d ra\\ ford . TO)') at the 
n i ,, er~ i l )' r· V i r i 11 i a w hi th r he \ll a n e t ~en t. i l l i am Luc a , Jr. Vv a 

al l) t tl1c ni,, r it 1, hut he had I ft hen m father~ in I 3- 6 \\ta a 
ltl I 11t tl1 re. Hi fir t r n1111at \Va John ate Beall .. and their room I 

b I ie, ~ \l/a 111 id nti al 11 from hich Poe ent ut th ·~Tale of 
1 a l d l untain ."~ and otl1 r intillation f hi p n. 

t u _ ~ Br kenbr ugh' la \\1 ch 1 1n Le i ngton th fir1al 1nile-

I; , li11 'I u r Br kc, b n1 _ Jul. ' I . , dit:d _ ar. l _ . Her n1otl1er \\'a \firgir1ia 
1"'u k r d, ught r f I I Ill) t . e rge and 1\nne E, clina I-It111ter Tu kcr. E,,elina \\ a the 
cldc I hi)d He11r , 11d 1ir _ina Br okc. Their }'Ounge L. l ... aura B ,,erle)' Brooke, married 
J~ 1cr tt \ 1 de B din er. Jr. tl1 11 pl1 ,, h r i t r' l1t1 ba11d. 
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stones were passed in Dan Bedinger Lucas' s acquisition of a learning that 
while it was modest was extensive and gave to all his writings the 
perfection that distinguished them. Sitting at the same boarding house 
table, the demure young poet and T. J. Jackson, the future world 
renowned warrior, felt no stirrings of destiny. Yet the fine stanza to 
Jackson in ''The Land Where We Were Dreaming,'' inspired Mrs. Jackson 
to tell me that she admired this more than any poem of the South; as said 
also Mis Mary Lee, and some other notable folk . 

In the story of the two, Lucas, the poet, and Rion Hall, the home of 
poets, horticulturists, and fanciers (incidentally) of cats, the most touching 
reminiscence i assuredly connected with the youngest of this motherless 
family, the gifted and romantic Virginia Bedinger Lucas, (25 Dec. 1838 -
27 Apr. 1865) whose nom de plume of ''Eglantine'' made her a familiar 
favorite of the thoughtful or sentimentally inclined people of her day. Thi 
younger sister, ''our little sister," as the children called her, was adopted 
by her cousin Elizabeth Ranson Davis-afterwards Mrs. Bedinger and 
finally Mrs. Clay of Kentucky. At the age of eighteen, Virginia, after a 
year or so at the Virginia Episcopal In titute in Staunton, where she was a 
friend of Gussie and Mary Stuart, (the latter Mrs. Hunter McGuire of 
Richmond, Va.) returned to the care of her father although at great 
sacrifice to both her and her adopted mother, with whom she was united 
by bonds of the tenderest affection. At Rion Hall, in a sixth sense that 
comes to me, I find an intimate association with this poet-aunt, whom I 
never knew, but whose devoted love for my father seems to lend an extra 
halo to a very beautiful and ethereal personality. She never comes to me 
in dreams, as so many; yet she lived where I live and urely in her 
beloved garden, in lillies, roses and hyacinths planted by her hand, her 
lovely presence must somehow survive. And surely on the hillside where 
grow the bloodroot families, the squirrel corn anemone, columbine, 
twinleaf, spring Beauty, wild phlox, yellow and purple violets; the tril­
lium, and wild geranium and many another fern and flower of her 
planting, but most oh mo t of all, in the host of blue bell , fleeing, 
dancing, drooping through the woods, I see and feel her charm, and her 
soft, old-fashioned delicacy of thought, and her tender and youthful and 
affectionate grace. Dying at the advanced age of twenty-seven, I once 
thought of her in a sad-eyed old maidhood. In later years, seeing what he 
accomplished, in the way of culture and poetic kill, I felt her premature 
death to have been the cutting off in its tendernes of a very pure and 
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c,jf.ted (JUI . The estee111 in \\-hich '" he a. held b h r t'avorite brother, my 
fattier. 1 t; id n ·d i11 the preface to the ' reath of glantine,'' where he 
offered her a t1·ibut a b autif'ul a any in the language· written in tho e 
da , \\111 n i11 tead of \eiling r hutting up feeling in our none too 
elibate l1t;art a t da:}' , entiment wa u. hered in and we bowed~ a in the 

p rt 11 e t a q ti en. 
Thi .... i a ketch, n t a l1i tor·y and I n1u t bring it to a clo e. In relating 

111)' fath 1·- " a\ ociation ith Rion Hall, where he pent o many happy 
,,a 'ati 11 da)' i11 his oung manh od and where after hi return from 
practi ing lav.1 in Rich1nond, and from hi ride through the Kanawha with 
. eneral 'i e_ and again after hi~ Canadian i it~ and it .. ad occa ion the 

1rjal ,111d de,1th of John at . Beall· I mu t ay that I think that Rion Hall 
1n ,1nt 11101· t him in the da .. t~ hi earl married life and on through 
tt1~ advancing }'ear .. "'hen no n1atter what good fortune~ emolument or 
h r1ou1· b fell him .. he e .. for I wa~ then on the cene) ever returned to 
th beautiful Id home Vlith an enthu ia m and joy which nothing could 
111ar 11or a11 )1th i ng e p I. 

THE OLD HOME TEAD - RIO HALL 

Ho111 c1gai11, /10111e at la t, tlzough the rotte1z raili11g 
li11kfro111 tl1e galle,·ies. a11cl sl1utter .. s .. ri1,i11g aii f)); 

Gc,r .. 1111l1rJ/) sc1ggi11g a11d 11oiv c11zd the11 a pali11g 

Go11e; tl1<JLt /1 t/1 p/c1ce i.~. i11ki11g to dec{l}. 

l tol>, a,,1 .. \,i11ki11g - d11/le1· .. ~igl1t c111{i /1ec11·i11g. 
o - / 110 1110,·e ct11·e jrJ1· tl1e ozIte1· /1ull: 

8111 10 1/1 l1t (11·1 o..f 1/1i11g ,, e, er, e, ,e,· 11ea1·i11g, 

Fi11cJi11 , 1/1 .. rJ11l of tl1i11 .. ·- goo{i a,1ci beaL1tiful. 

I-Jo,11 , t11 la 1 - /10111e l1g{1i11; /1c1ll l .~o be Ct)1i11g, 

\ - 11 11 i11 c, _ e(11· o,· n1 o 1/10._ e l~ /10 ·\,e go11e before 
1\1/ e ... ~/1c1/l , ,. 7 I i11 H ,_,c,, 11 ? F 01· ~,,,·e. I II .. ~0011 be cl) i11g 

Li ifl. d,·c,,, i11 ~ /11,tte,· c111cl ·lo .. \·i11g oz11 t/1 clc,,. 

\\1 ll if 111<! 1- b H ;,lc11 11 ( t/1is I , ali1 CI_} clo11btecl) 
1\i/11 111 ·1 it IJe /;e{1111ifi,I to, i a ai,1 t 0111· Ec11·tl1 ? 

,ood ,,. e11 1,-e , 0111011 ,, Iii /1 I·, e bcJ, - coi,1tecl -
• 

cod ,·e 11 J1ill~. l11·01J11cl (111d 11101111tai11 .. 111ili11 111i1·1l1. 
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Good blue Heaven above, can you match my Homeland? 
Cedar and whipporwill, and white magnolia tree. 
Tho my soul go soaring - through ghost and gnome-land, 
This Virginia Earth-land will have the best of me. 

Virginia Lucas, 1871-1929 

Editor's Afterword 

Miss Frederica H. Trapnell, a life member of the Society, ent this 
previously unpublished article in 1989 to the editor. Miss Virginia Lucas, a 
cousin of Miss Trapnell, was a charter member of the Jefferson County 
Historical Soceity and was well-known to contemporary Jefferson Coun­
tians for her prose and poetry. She probably composed thi piece in the 
1920's. This article constitutes, in some ways, an original historical source, 
reflects native contemporary attitudes, and presents material not available 
elsewhere. It appears without major alteration. 



Grubb-Conway House 
Circa 1762 
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lie hi t f)' f' th1 l1ou e b gan in ugu t of I 743. vvh n John Grubb a 
1nill r fr 111 Br,1nd)1\\1i11e h ter ount)' Penn ) l ania, obtained under the 
l1;111d a11d al f J i "' t Hit , ... 65 acr __ ~ along th ·outh fork of th Bull kin 
Ru 11. B _' 17 I th 1·ubb lar1d l1olding~ including tho e of brother and 

t)Jl had i 11 r a ed t l O O ac r . thrt)ugh grant b _ Thoma Lord Fairfax. 
ha\1i11e bec11 t1n1e 1cd b,)' a hington. traddling the outh fork of 
th till ki11 Rt1n it bt: .. an,e a c iat d \\1 ith u r·u1 mill . producti e 
ta1·111 a11d li,1- ~t 'k produ ti n. a1· lat r, the a1·ea continu d to gro"' and 
pr p r, \\1itl1 th :i. \

1 lopr11 r1t of l1 atland. B lak le . Claymo11t ourt, 
tr'1i th 111 r a11 L cu "' l Hill an11 "' . 

\\ illia,11 rt1b . 1·.. 11 f Jol1r1 \\'a in tn1111ental in th de\' lop1nent of 
th I ar111 an probahl , build r f tht: h u e aboLtt 1762. The Grubb family 
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were devout Quakers who came from the Delaware Valley of Pennsylvania 
with many others of that faith, because of the opportunity to buy inex­
pensive farm land. It i as a part of the Quaker migration and early 
ettlement of the Shenandoah Valley that this house has ignificance. The 

Hopewell Meeting House for Quaker Society in Frederick County was 
established in 1734 and is located in Clearbrook, Virginia. The con­
gregation encompassed a huge area, thus out-lying Meeting Houses were 
established, by per·mission of the main Meeting in Philadelphia. One of 
these was the Bullskin Meeting e tablished in 1772. Friends conducted 
Meetings and burial on a one acre tract of the William Grubb farm. Grubb 
was an important figure in the Hopewell and Bullskin Meeting, being an 
overseer and committee member in 1771 and 1791. He also upl1eld the 
Quaker tradition of paying the local Indians for the land they built their 
farms on and contributed 15 pounds for this purpose. They befriended the 
Indians in this manner and seldom had the problems with Indian raids that 
the other settlers had. In his will, he left 5 pounds to build a fence around 
the Friends Burying Ground, the remains of which are still visible today. 
The Meeting House, by will of a later owner, was dismantled, the materials 
to be used to replace and or repair other Meeting's buildings and fence . 
Thus, no sign of the building is visible today. However, the cemetery (now 
on property of Beverly Farm) is clearly defined. 

The architecture of this house has significance also, in that its ''stone­
ender'' building style is very unusual for this area. The oldest part of the 
house is stone and log, with square log framing in the tradition of the 
Midland log home. Clapboards covered the outside and were painted white. 
The house was three bays in the front and two on the side with side-gabled 
roof. There is a shed roof lean-to on the back, believed to have been built at 
the same time. The foundation is limestone and there are two large rooms in 
the cellar. 

One large addition was added to the western side and a smaller one to 
the eastern side, probably between 1878 and 1885. These additions added 
three bays upstairs, an additional front door and two windows down tairs. 
There are original doors and hardware inside, as well as original wide plank 
floors. 

Other structures on the property are: the remains of a large Merchant 
Mill (reported by neighbors to have been in operation a late as 1935); the 
remain of the mill house; a large, very old bank barn with lime tone 
foundation, wood siding and tin roof. It was built in the tradition of the 
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Pen11 )'I \1a11i,1 Quak 1· " differing ~Jightly fr m the 111ajorit of barn in the 
area .. 111 1 t riou I not mentioned in a ingle deed of tran. fer. In addition 
tl1er i a corn rib~ old well hou '" e. and ch1cken hou e. 

Re earch and Documentation: Patricia Perez 
Re,·iew and arration: ancy Coyle 

di tor' ~ fterword 

hi propert a the fir~ t de ignated by the Jeffer on County Com-
m1 \ 10n a11d th Hi toric Landn1ark Commi\ ion under the new tate 
\tatut ( 19 go e111ing r cogniti n of count hi torical landmark . . Mr. 
,ind r . Rl,ger Perez pre entl own thi home. Mr, . Coyle i a member of 
th Jeffer on aunty Hi. toric andmark Com1ni • io11. 
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An English Reporter 
in the Valley, 1865 

edited by Cecil D. Eby 

The Magazine of the 

This account by a London TIMES correspondent who traveled in the 
Shenandoah Valley a few months after Appomattox i a useful record 
which describes, from the vantage point of an outsider, the destruction 
wrought by four years of nearly incessant warfare in the region. The 
unnamed visitor i a partisan observer eager to convey to his English 
readers his infatuation and support of the Southern side in the recent war. 
This is not surprising in view of the fact that many patrician sectors of 
English society, teadfast readers of the TIMES, had always favored the 
Confederacy. Indeed, at times the ruminations of this English visitor .. sound 
like those of the most unreconstructed Southern convinced, as William 
Faulkner says somewhere, that ''the South wore itself out lickin' the North." 
In his account of the Battle of Winchester, for example, it i the Southern 
losers not the Northern victors who capture his fancy. An interesting 
feature, too, is his glorification of the role of Southern women in the war­
their personal bravery and sacrifice. Here he anticipates what will prove to 
be a major theme in nearly every Confederate memorial address for the 
succeeding half century. 

While only the first portion of his narrative bears upon specifically 
Jefferson County history, the remainder-despite its somewhat florid 
style-is included as a necessary reminder that the history of Jefferson is 
inextricably fused with the history of our fellow Virginia counties to the 
South. 

THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

Winchester, Oct. 31 

[from the London TIMES (November 23, 1865)] 

The Shenandoah Valley, or the ''Valley of Virginia,'' as thi beautiful 
district is indifferently called, was the great battle-ground of the Con­
federacy during its struggle for independence. Before the day of trouble it 
was the inexhaustible grain country of the Southern State , remarkable for 
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tl1 I ,1elin ~ of it\ n,1tural \Cener\'~ a11d till more re1narkable for the 
J 

ri hnc; of· it koil. That part of .. the lleghan Chain which i<; called the 
Blt1' Ridge 1·u11 thr ugh it, a11d 011 the oppo. ite ~ide the orth Mot111tain 

,11~1ke of· it a ,1::111 y proper. Jt wa .. f1·01n tl1e population of thi . valley that 
r1 0111 ol tl1 be t oldier. of' the onfederaC)' w re dra\\1n- the ery flower 
of tl1e popt1lation \ ec1t into th tir~t am1ie .. of the war, and bj' far the larger 
part C)f their 11un1l1er 110\\1 lie beneath it field and alo11g it road~ide ~ or fell 
in tJ1e a\ ful 'arn,1ge ,it Gett)' -- burg and ntietam. 1 Th Virginian held 
tl1 i1· cat1 t to b er)' dea1·. a11d ga e up all they had for it, and now they 
l1a\' littl bt1t their dead ar1d th i1· blackened tield , de olation, and bitter 
111 '111orie\~ tc) l(lOk u1Jon ,1~ the i·e ult of their trernendou .. ~ truggle. 
Tl1rot1ghout the alle al I tl1c ou11g 1nen and man of the old we11t to the 
fi~l1t. ,1 11d 1·e\ of then1 returned. Four· lo11g year~ drew out the \ ery heart 
blc)ocl of~ tl1e late, a11d left it l1ome~ in a co11dition of which it~ vva te 
pla, ... ~t1·e ~111 e1nble111. Yet tho ~e who t11-vi\1e bea1- up \\1ith a noble pirit 
,1gr1i11 t th ir r11an)' I \e a11d find ~olcl e for their t1·ouble in talking over 
,,,itl1 t;c:l '11 other tl1e e, JJloit in 'A1hiLh they ha e borne a part or which they 
\\1 itr1e~k t.:d, a11d i11 f'ellir1g the111 .. el, e~ drawn clo er together b the co1nn1on 
b 11d of 111i f )J·tune. Thei1· old l10111e - a11d a Virginia home tead wa ve1-y 
JJre ic u to tl1e l1ou ehold-t1a,1e been <lck.ed and burnt· but they can till 
111ect to0 tl1er i11 ro 111, \ l1ich their "la\1C~ would f or1nerl11 have de pi. ed 
.. 11d I ok l ack t1p()11 tl1 glorie, ,1r1d di a ter of tl1eir arm . The>' de ire 110 

111ore \\1ar; tl1e cc)1111no11 \10i \e i "' , .... We ga,,e all we had in the \Jvorld to win· 
\\' \\' ulcl d o again if it all l1ad to be done over again: but having taked 
0 L1r· all a11d lt1 t it~ \\1e \\1a11t to b tlt peace v/ith the Go\1emment. We wa11t to 
b I ft al 11 ~ \\1itl1 ot1r de,1d. e de> not wa11t orthern .. oldier\ in ot1r 

111i I .. c. •• trall,111t 111a11. till ver),, )'Oung .. \\l ho wa all tl1rough the \\1a1·. and 
uel1t i11 7 pit l1ed battle "' and over 70 ~kin11i~he . and \\1ho wa~ one oi .. 

t 11e\\1al) Ja k\c)11· fa,,ot11·ite ,1id .. expre '" ed thi enti1nent v..hich I ha,,e 
11 ard f1· 111 111·an_ , otl1e1· ~ () ,~.1el l that I cann<)t do better th,1n repeat hi 
,,, rd . • .. I > n t 1· e d t )1 i ... \,,a r .. l1 e ... a 1 d .. .. Be a ti e I tho ti g ht i t \\' a r i g h t . 
I◄ < 11t111atelj1 1· u11fortu11atel . I \\'a .. du ,1t I to b lie\1e tl1at I owed ffi)' fir t 

Jt1t~1 t 111_ , tat . 11d 1· tl1at b lief I f'ought to tl1e la t for Virgir1ia .. and I 
(111n t b n _, 110\\1 that I did o. I '~t11n t prete11d to be a l1a1ncd of· 111y 

,1uL c. I di I all tl1at l t11d. a11d. l1a,1i11g t"ought a beco111e a 111an. I a111 not 

1 \\111il tl1 p r 111 ge I s of life , nd li,11b b)' onfederatc oltti rs \\'a. l1igher than in an)' 
tl1cr - 111t::1i an '"'-- r, rhe Tl ll~ j urn-. Ii t 11 "" 11cthele e auecra1e thal I s . 
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going to sit down and behave like a child because I cannot fight any longer. 
I believe I speak the thoughts of all the young men left in this Valley when I 
say this. I am willing to be true to the present Government, and begin to 
work now, for we have had enough of destruction. General Lee has set us 
the sample and what our dear General orders us to do we shall perfo1·111.''2 

Proud of the valour their troops have shown, and recalling affectionately 
every brilliant episode in their long and desperate struggle- thi is the 
temper of the people; but the Government ha nothing to fear from them. 
The policy pursued by Mr. Johnson has at once gratified and touched them. 
Since they mu t go back into the Union, they could not be led by gentler 
hands. 

The first I saw of the Valley of Shenandoah wa on the road between 
Harper's Ferry and Charleston [sic], a distance of about eight miles. The 
turnpike runs through an open moor, which is intersected by numerous 
smaller roads, and appears to have been waste country from time 
immemorial. But this moor was a few months ago divided into farms, 
cornfield , and orchards.-now wiped clean out of exi tence. There are no 
fences even to show where the fields were once marked off, and the trees 
stand out gaunt and spectral in the wide wa te, their branches shot away or 
tom down for fuel by the succession of armies which passed up and down 
the sorely harassed Valley. 3 Here and there, at long intervals, a heap of 
charred wood and stones denote where a handsome dwelling house stood 
before the war. One such pile of ruins meets the eye in a fine meadow 
surrounded by trees, with the desolate fields rank with weeds at its back. 
That home was burnt by the cousin of the lady whose hu band owned it. In 
a different part of the valley I saw the bare wall standing of an equally fine 

2 This Confederate officer is obviou ly Henry Kyd Douglas, whose father's estate wa on the 
hill above Bridgeport Maryland, the canal community directly across the Potomac from 
Shepherdstown. Shortly after his return home after the war Dougla was arrested by Federal 
authorities for appearing on the streets of Shepherdstown in Confederate unifor 111-''a badge 
of trea on and rebellion, intended to encourage and incite rebellion, against the govern­
ment. '' See Douglas's classic memoir of the war I RODE WITH STONEWALL (Chapel 
Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 1940), pp. 335-349. Subsequently Dougla became 
a well-known lecturer on the war-delivering his addres es as far north as Boston-as well 
as a distinguished jurist in Maryland. He i buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Shepherd town. 
3 0ne would like to know just how many time Jeffer on County, or portions thereof, 
changed hand during the Civil War. It i probably a fair guess that this number, if known 
would exceed that of any other county in the nation. Perhap the most noticeable physical 
change since pre-war was the absence of fencing. Troop had burned the fence rail and 
destroyed tree for firewood, and the many of the fine lime tone walls had been knocked 
down to make passage for the a1111ies. 
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hou , bur·11t b th ~ame neral in token of hi~ affection to~/ard another 
LI in, \ ho Ii\ ed in it. nd there a u ti 11 a third hou e in which the 

g~1l]ant 11 ral' wife a · r ared an orphan· and o .. out of gratitude he 
bur-nt that lik \\i . In one of the h u e thu de~ tro ed the daughter of the 
famil)1 , playing on th piano when the oldier came up to de troy it. 

irgi11ian 1 di ere not then and are not now gi en to a king fa our of 
~ d ral old1er ~ but thi )'Oung girl had an attachment to her home and at 
le'l'" t de ir d t ~ a e her mu i , a harp and a piano from it~ wreck. he 
pleaded for tl1em, but ~ hen th flame were winding around the curtain of 
th r 0111 in l1i h h t d, ith the oldier by her ~ ide he tayed and 
(Jla cd th h 11nn, ~ Thy ~1ill be done and o left knowing that tho e whom 
he I d b \l \\/ere ruin d. 5 It wa one of the ~~e il of war and every 

f',1111il in thi all ha much adder in tance of it horror in it hi tory· 
but en ral Hunter \\ h thu .. de\reloped a .. pecial ta]ent for bu1ning the 
l1ou. e t' l11 relati e e pecially when there were only defencele ladie 
v-1 ithi11 th m, ha .. not acquir d th r pt1tatio11 which a oldier like to ha e in 
th1 alle}' · 

l1e town j' harle. ton ha~ an un ettled and di ordered appearance. A 
te,\1 hou e. 1n it ha e b en de. tro ed~ but compared with . ome pot further 
n i11 tl1 a)]e , hich I ha , in e pa. ed it how comparativel light 

tra e of th \var. It i in a fi Id lo e b1 thi town that John Brown wa 
hang d: a negr "1)10 p int d ut to me the place where the gallow, wa put 
up~ r mar·k.ing, ,1., ith a br ad grin that he c uldn 't ee yet what good 

a ~a Bro\vn had d 11e. o, h gue ed h couldn t ee it et.' n in ident 
o ' UIT d \\'hil I wa h r \ hich t ld it own t ry. ome officer of the 

ni 11 ·:1.rn1 _, ,, re v alk.i11g dov.ln the .. treet .. \>\1hen the met two ]adie. ~ 'Nho 
i111111edi ,] t l , dr pp d th ir \' ii~ O\ er th ir fa e and a ert d their h ad . 

\' r~, lr1d)1 t~ i1·gin1a ~,a a tru heroin throughout the \\ ar and the 
'aI1n t .. t a pt th fat \1t1hi h l1a gone a0 ain .. t them without mur1r1uring. 
her \V'l 11 h,lfd l1 ip \ h1 h th e ladie~ delicatel nurtured and unu ed 

.. , r11c f lhi relate to tht; burning of '·Hu11ter· Hill," the home of Andrew Hunter on the 
a ter11 edee harle T l\\1n. burnt b , order of General Da,•id Hunter. For an illU\lration of 

t h c ru i 11 i n I 6 . e l l1 J a r11 c :. . Ta\' 1 or k et h book ITH H [JR I D P T H ., 

l1 ~ 1\ I 11 \1 l.., l_.,; )' J I 6 le eland \ estern Re f\'e H1 torical clc1et)'~ 
I . p. _ . •t=Ill:ral Hunt r deprcdatio11 in Jt:ffi r )n ounl)' are ·hroni led in 11llard 
Bu 110 11 .. HI l "ORI Jf: f::f'"ER O T 's' Bo)' e, a.: arr Publ1 hing Co .. In .. 
I 7 - . Pr . - - . 

' I~ untain R -,· Lhe r iden nc;ar hephcrd lO\\' n of le, an er R Boteler. men1ber of 
the 11 cder te n fo1 r11er . . on ere .. 11,an. Bu l1c)ng p. _ I . 
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to hardships, were not called upon to undergo. They were turned out of 
their homes, without even being pe1·1nitted to take a change of garments 
with them. They rose every morning to see the flame of the destroyed 
spreading far and wide over the country. They were reduced to poverty till 
sometimes they needed bread, and one by one they parted from their 
children or their friends, and saw them return no more. ''I had five sons in 
the war," said a lady to me, ''and my only regret was that I had not a sixth to 
send.'' It was the same throughout Virginia, and doubtless in other States 
also. If anyone expected the women of the South to smile upon the con­
queror he will be deceived. Fortunately the officers of the Federal army 
now stationed in the South are generally gentlemen who respect the 
suffering which they ee around them, and which seem almost too great 
for human strength to bear, too much to feel aggrieved because no kindly 
hand is extended to them.6 

From Charleston I went to Sharpsburg, in Maryland, and crossed the 
Potomac at Sheppardstown [sic] in order to enter the Valley from that point. 
In Sheppardstown an election had taken place two days before, and 11 
gentlemen who had protested against the test oath had been arrested. One of 
these gentlemen had been a faithful supporter of the union throughout the 
war, which made his arrest the more inexcusable. The test oath is imposed 
upon every voter, and as it obliges him to swear that he never ''sympathized 
with the rebels," or gave them any succour, or harboured them during the 
war, the best men of the State are disenfranchised.7 The gentlemen in 
question were liberated immediately after the election, but the circumstance 
had created a very painful feeling, and the oath itself is evidently opposed 
to Mr. Johnson' general policy of conciliation towards the South. To force 
a retrospective test oath upon the people would now be a wanton and 

6 At the time Charles Town wa irregularly occupied by Federal troops. A small company 
arrived in late September from Cumberland and was billeted in the ransacked rooms below 
the office of the VIRGINIA FREE PRESS (northea t corner of Washington and Charles 
Streets). The rumor wa that they would prevent an election scheduled for early November, 
but thi was denied by Federal General Emory. They were shortly replaced by parts of three 
companie of the New York 193rd under Captain William Yackley. Instigating this 
unnece sary occupation was Governor Boreman, who feared that Jefferson Countians might 
resist their illegal incorporation into the State of West Virginia-as indeed they did, but 
al ways lawfully. 
7 This notorious test oath disenfranchized not only those males who had fought for the 
Confederacy but also those who had aided and abetted the rebellion in any way-which, in 
effect, meant nearly everyone. In the Charles Town district, for example, les than a dozen 
citizens were approved by the Board of Registrars (appointed by Governor Boreman) for 
voting purposes. This condition per isted contrary to Federal law, till the early I 870 . 

II 
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l)1ra1111ical t:\t;fCi , e of power·. Tl1ere are so1ne inl1abita11t~ 01· l1eppard~town 
\ 11 ,1 11 tl1e111 e1 " • 11io11, • c:111d who ho\\·ed the attachment to their 
'0ur1t1·)1 l,1 t \\/e k b)' pelting \C)rne ladie, \~l ith 1·otten egg because they 

\\1erc: l1olding ,1 f~1i1· to rai e fund fo1· the repai1· of· the cht1rch o1' the place. 8 

111e 1,idi · , .. l10\\1e\1er \Vh a1·e well ti .. ed to danger\ 110 .. went on with their 
b,1zaar all the l a1n . Tl1e h,1 e ~eer1 too mt1ch ~hot ,lnd hell to pay at­
ter1tior1 to tl "l1ow r of· egg . The 1ne11 who t·ought in the onfede1·ate . ervice 
C\1er)' \\1l1ere ,ho\\1 tl1e ten1pe1· tOVw',1rd the Go e111ment Vv hich i, de cribed 
,1bove \\1l1ile at the ~arne time tl1ey feel deeply their re er~e .. . One of them, 
a b • ntle111ar1 of higl1 cl1aracter an<l ability, told me that he ne er wanted to 
, ee it ag,11n. ) T t he " 'a ,,ery warmly in fa our of Mr. John on a11d l1i '­
pcJlic ... Bct,\1e 11 heppard ~to\\,rl a11d Martin burg the land i very thinly 
po1Julatcd ,ind tl1e road~ ha\ e been cut to piece of' the ince ... ant march of 
troop ~. fte1· tl1e battle of ntietam- ir1 which._ a~ I have learnt ince I 
\,,role ltt,t, onl)' .. ~,000 onfederate \.\ ere engaged again t I 00.000 
. eder~1J l. 1a11i11. burg \V,l" filled v..,ith wot1nded, and here~ a, e\erywhere 
el" , the l,1die, took the1n i11tcl th ir hou~e a11d nur\ed them night and day. 
It 11c \\' look" a "0111b1·e and f~or, aken place, 01ne of the be t hou e~ near it 
ha\1i11g heen burnt. and otl1e1·~ cornpletely gutted b \.\1andering band , for in 
11 arl .. , all i11 ta11ce" tl1 ciep1·edation. of the edcral troop \ ere committed 
\,1ithc ut their k110\\Jledge, and e, en again\t the command."' , of the offi er . 

Bet\\' ee 11 t 11 i to\\' r1 tl n d i 11 c l1 e t er, ,1 rough rid of 2 2 111 i I e ~ the once 
fe11i I fi IJ, ~tre 1)1i,ng 'Ornpletel barrer1 to r the ov.,1ner .. ha e lo t all their 
111ean . tl1eir 11egro having fled~ a11cl tl1eir hor e and 111oney l1a\1ing beer1 
',trried of~f·. Tt1cr·e i 11ot ,1 f ~11ce lef't a]o11g the \\1hole di tanc . and grave~ 

a1·e '"' -,1tt red e,, r 1\\1he1·c b)' the road,~ icte. Far and wide the field~. often 
)'ello\\' \,1ith 0 111 I ok lik a bl~1ck and barre11 c 1nn1on. The ext1·e111ity of 
de I ,1 ti 11 i. r ,1 l1t;d at te,,e11 on·", t·ou1· 111i le, fron1 inc he ter . The 
\\1]1o lt: ot111t1·\1 for 111ile r ttnd r e111ble the de~ert of tiez rather than .. 
'i \,ilized lc111d. a~io11,1l ruin of· hou c are dotted o,1er it. but one good 
cl\vellir1L al o11 re111,1i11 . and tl1i \1la, ~rared becat1 e it \.\'a'"' cho\en a the 
}1cad-qt1a1·t r cf a G 11, ~1·al ot di,,i .. ion. It 'A'a at t ,,en on' that l1eridan ~ 
--1r111_ 1 • r1 rt r11ped la l ,,,irrtcr cutting dO\\' n t'or t·t1e] all th<; tree for mile~ 

1"111: 1-~E}Jf-ll: RI 1"'0\\1 Rl~GI\ r· =1~ ontains 110 allu ion to the egg thr0\\'111g, but 
bilter11t:s i11 tl1 t ,,,,1 c:t,,1 r1 I th di "' l ,,,ho t1ad ... plit i11 their )0)1alt)' duri11g the: \\'ar \ ,a" 

pron u11 e l tl1a1 tl1e ot1then1 1cth di t fu tion OtJ t d by lehal ' 't:rdi l fror1, tt1eir l1ur h 
buildi11, arid re t f), \\' rt: f r ,ed lo build tl1eir O\\' n chur h 011 the outhea .. t orner of 

e r 111 a n a n d i n g t r t . "4 r 111 a 11 ' . , l rs t h e r \\' e re t \\ o 1 e l hod i t 11 u r t, c ~ i n 
l1t pherd - 1 ,,,11 . 
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round, so that the people of Winchester could get no wood for their frres in 
the bitter weather, and even now are almost destitute of fuel. As a negro 
describes it, they are driven to the use of ''very mean wood." But this was 
the least of the privations the families of Winchester have had to endure. 
There never was a town which suffered more by war than this. Seven 
pitched battles have been fought around it, and skirmishes innumerably 
have taken place in the streets. For months the inhabitants were almost 
starving, at the same time that the Confederate troops in the Valley were 
living for a week together on parched com. Every young man in the place, 
without exception, went to the war, and there is scarcely a family which has 
not lost one or more of its members. Every one is in mourning, and as one 
the inhabitants, f 01·1nerly very rich, but whom I now met in a miserable 
hovel, remarked ''Death is written on every door.'' There is a small force of 
soldiers tationed here, under an officer who has performed his unpleasant 
duty with a delicacy which has gained him the respect of the people. But 
they will not receive him or any of his comrades into their houses. They 
cannot reconcile themselves to the conqueror yet, or forget the scenes they 
have passed through. They bear their troubles with great courage, and even 
with a buoyancy which is scarcely less touching then their brave and 
fear less deeds while the storm of battle raged round their doors. Even yet 
the society of Winchester contrive , on its slender means, to preserve its 
traditional character for warm hearted hospitality to the stranger. 

In the months of June and July 1861, the frrst Federal invasion of this 
Valley took place under General Patterson. On that occasion the Con­
federates managed to slip past him, and they got to the frrst battle of Man­
assas-Bull's Run, where, as is known, they left a good account behind 
them. In the early spring of 1862 General Banks came down the Valley 
with 18,000 men, and engaged the Confederates, who numbered 2,500, at 
Kemstown. It was at this time that Stonewall Jackson endeared himself to 
the people by his brilliant campaign. He wa always where he was wanted, 
and always did what was wanted of him. His name is now all but idolized 
in the Valley. In a masterly battle in this spring of 1862 he ucceeded in 
destroying Banks, and drove him through the town, while the ladies came 
out, amid a shower of bullets, with trays of food for the Confederates. They 
went out to the battlefield before the last of Banks' s soldiers were outside 
the town, and some of them stopped on the field all night, tending the 
wounded. These ladies had been living within the Federal lines then for 
some months, and were used to the hissing of shell around them, and were 
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n t rr_ , to ee their hu band and brother back again. Here too, Early 
c,1pturcd the \~ hole of General ilr ' ann . on tant fight took place 
around incl1e t r fr m that time till the autumn of~ la t year heridan 
t~or d hi v..1ay1 do n the alle and left a heet of flame e erywhere 
hehind l1im. n the 1 th of eptember 1 64, the great battle of Winche ter 
\\la fot1 ht of Vt hich little ha been heard in Europe but which i poken of 
in th alley ~'ith pride a the noble. t effort made by the Confederate 

ldier . heir for ed con i ted ot' .500 infantry and 2 500 ca alry. The 
d ral , according to their official r tum , had 40,000 infantry and 12 000 

--avalr)' i11 the field. under h ridan. Their line of battle wa for1ned on a 
ran e f l1ill\ h1ch c mmanded the onfederate po ition, and nothing but 
a u ion of th mo t daring feat could have a ed the outherner 
f1· 1n e t rm1nat1 n. et, with their handful of men, they fought from 
~' ur1ri t un t, and at on p riod the day eemed to be won b the 

11f .. d rate .. and preparation for retreat on the other ide were already 
111ade. a la t attempt to r trie,,e hi fortune heridan ma ed hi 
ple11did force of a airy and attacked the Conf derate on the flank. 
ppar ntly f~or the fir t tin1e he then di co ered how weak the enemy 

\\ ere- thej' hf1d onl a thin line of ~ kir1ni. her to oppo e the attack and it 
\\1a dec1,1 e. Th outherner .. retreated through Winche ter. the ladie 
,ta11ding in th treet entr ating them t fight on till and refu ing to go into 
th ir· h u ~ out of the r a h of bullet . ajor Dougla ommanded the 
r ar·guard~ a11d h Id th tO\\'n f r ome time with le than a core of 
a,1al1·y. t la t they \\'ere all gone, and heridan came through with hi 

a 1· 111 ) ' ~) \\' I)' , n d are f u 11 , , fi r th on federate not on I y fought to the 
death. but \\1hen dri\1 n t ba Vvere . tire to turn and fight again. In thi. 
b'1ttlt l1 rid,1n lo t m r than l ._, 00 men-in other 'word more than the 

nf' d rat_,..., h d in their entire army. Thi hea,,y Io . i accounted for b 
th a ·t that th f"' der l \ r rna ed in h a\1 number , and th fire of the 

11 ITI)' , anilll:I-)' 111ad fearful ha in their rank : hile the Confederate~ 
\\' re 11 e. aril .. 1 thinl)' attered and , uffered le . . In one part of the battle 

e11 ral Rc.lbert Jolin on· )in f kir111i her. 'I belonging to the 12th orth 
,1r Ii 11 ft R !;i 111e11t. a tual I)' charged a di,1i ion f ca a}ry up a hill and 

drO\' :\ the111 ba 'k in di~ rd r. In an ther part of the field a imilarl au­
da'- 1 u e ·pl ic \\13 p 1·form d. .n ral Harr)' Gilmore a a force of 

c.1,,alr)' ad\1• n in , and r de out \\1ilh 1ajor [Holn1e ] onrad to top it. 
The u k \\' \\' pin on. and i Im re dire ted hi om pan ion to ta b 
~ 11 nd ,,, L h hi 111 \ en1 nt . H r de up to tl1 offi in ommand of 
th a,, Ir)'--- 111en- ,,. nd all don him to ~urr nd r. The F deral replied~ 



40 The Magazine of the 

''It can't be.'' ''Very well, Sir '' said Gilmore, ''it's all the same to me. I have 
a division behind me, and you cannot escape; but I'm paid to fight, and its 
all the same whether you give in or I beat you." Then turning to his 
companion he called out. ''Major Conrad, advance with your division.'' The 
Union officer, believing that he was outnumbered, gave up his sword, and 
Gilmore took the horses triumphantly through Winchester during the 
retreat. 9 The Valley is full of stories such as these, and in recounting them 
the people half forget their disasters, and almost regret that the tramp of 
soldiers is not still echoing about their hills. Of all the young men I have 
seen here there is absolutely not one who did not receive a wound during 
the war. They are all very young; in one instance a regiment of cadets, mere 
boys, charged a battery across two fields to the consternation of the 
Confederate commander, who had ordered that they should be kept out of 
the action. 10 A young officer, riding with an order, suddenly found himself 
in the midst of a Connecticut regiment consi ting of 800 men. Instead of 
surrendering he called for the commanding officer, and ordered him to 
surrender, telling him that he was surrounded. The Federal was incredulous, 
and asked him where was his General? The young Confederate replied, 
''Close by," and the other said he would ride with him to the spot. For­
tunately for the Southerner he descried his General not far off, with a good 
force behind him, and the Connecticut soldier at once surrendered. Some of 
the men of this regiment afterwards spoke to Confederate soldiers of this 
exploit as a ''mighty smart thing," and when they subsequently escaped, and 
captured a friend of the officer who had played this device at their expense, 
they made much of him and treated him well, in con ideration of the 
''smartness'' of his brother Southerner. 

It would be a long history to recount the battles which have taken place 
around this old Virginian town. It is now deeply scarred all over with the 
injuries it received. The main street, where mills and stores tood, has been 
razed to the ground; the Court-house stands an empty shell' many of the 
private dwellings in the vicinity are a heap of ruins, and there is not a street 
or lane in which the property has not been de troyed. A heap of stones 

9 The journalist erroneously promotes Major Harry Gilmor (no final ' e'') to General. For 
Gilmor's more subdued, but no less daring, version of this episode see hi FOUR YEARS 
IN THE SADDLE (New York: Harper, 1866). pp 228-229. 
1 C) A reference to the cadets of the Virginia Military Institute at the Battle of New Market, 
fought earlier, on May 15, 1864. 
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111 ,1r , th pla.. \\1here r . a ~ on l hou e formerl tood. 1 1 Mo t of the 
tl1 1· hou ha\1 b en a ked more than nc , and there are few familie 

\llhich h,1 not lo t 11 arl ever thing the nee po ~ e ed. They are 
lblig d~ \'ef)' r lu tantl .. to part with their land which before the war wa 

nh 00 or 400 an acre and no bring no more than 50 or 60. It i 
a plendid opportunit f r in · e tm nt abroad and the Virginian would be 
,, r .. , o I ,1 d to 11 a,, e n g Ii h cap i ta I and n g Ii h col n i ~ t flow in their 
dire tion. The c unt i. natural} rich and fertile and the greater part of it 
\>\' uld r o r in t or three ., ar~ if the people had their for·rr1er mean to 
\\' rk v,1 ith . n great diffi u]t th y ha e to encounter i the want of 
labour. h ir la\ s de. erted them at different time during the war and 
n \ an11 t be induced t ork although fair wage are offered them. The 
n gr finJ l1im If a a gentleman here remarked 4 no better than a white 
n1a11, and d1 c erect that t Ii e he mu t work- a nece . ity to which he 

~~1n11o t )'e l reconcile him If. Many of them ha e gone into Penn ylvania 
and th r 0 1tl1 rn tat L , and other are roaming about in a half- tarved 

nditi n. Tl1 ir belief i that lib 1-ry mean freedom from labour and con­
quer1tl ... th ma t r are an iou to get white ervant a fa t a they can. 
Ian)' rthern p opl ha be n in the alle lately buying land , and 

u n th \\1h I th inhabita11t. tak a hopeful iew of their pro pect and 
tru ~r th,tt in th ur e fa fe ear the country will regain a portion of it 
f 1·n1 r pr p rit ' and that the ur e of pov rt will at any rat , be 
r n1 v d f'r o 111 them. If th G ,,emment deal con ide1·atel with them and 
f rbi l utur a1T t n a c unt of pa. t offi nee. ~ it wil I do much toward'" 
bringing ab tit thi ~ r ~ult. 

et\vee11 ' inche ter 11d taunton, a di. tance of 92 mil the country 
ha b n 111u l1 d a l 'lt d, nd not a barn i I ft tanding bet\\leen the two 

\\'n~. ,, f)' h u _ granaf)'. di tiller}'~ and bridge a burnt b heridan' . 
111 n. Hunt 1· and Bank had pre\ iou l done all they could, and heridan 
fi ni lied the \\' rk . Th ,,a}le11 I k lik on gr at wilderne ~' , with military 
r ad ut thr u l1 it in all dir t1on .. . here hou e ha e been left tanding 
th \\' Il r'"' , 1· putting up a t mp rar)' f n e around them but at pre .. ent 

1 1 J n1 1urra)' ta on 17 - I l . fom1er l enator fron1 Vireinia and Confederate 
111111i i ncr t · n 1 land. Read of the T I 1 \\1ould be parti ular1)1 intcre ted in a on 

or \'l1en h \\ a aptu~cd abo,trd British , c ~1 en rou te to England in 1 61 and returned 
pri 11 rt B t n, 111 n Briton llcd for a d Iara ti on of,-. ar again t the nited tJte ... 

Hi n. rand n, and re t-grand on ub equcntl. be an1c prominent attome} of Charle 
T \ \ 'n . 

• 
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they are unable to touch their land. Some of the farmers drove their horses 
and cattle up to the mountains during the war to save them from falling into 
the hands of the enemy, and they are now bringing them back-better off 
than most of their neighbours, who lost everything. Even the wardrobes of 
the ladies were carried away, and in many cases raiders and ''bummers'' 
took rings and bracelets from their fingers and wrists, when no Confederate 
troops were within ome miles of them. One of the less tragic tories of the 
raids in this valley is told of a farm girl, who e cow had strayed to a 
distance. The people were at that time confined to the vicinity of their own 
houses, and this girl asked per111ission of the Federal officer in command to 
bring back her cow. He refused, unles she took the oath of allegiance. The 
girl tried to prevail upon him to let her go out for some time, and at last 
turned and said, -''Well, Captain, if you think to conquer the Southern 
Confederacy by holding on to Bill Arnold' old cow, you're welcome, but 
don't expect us to take your Yankee oaths." The soldiers of the Union have 
altogether found it les di agreeable to face the men of the Valley than the 
women, of any grade in life. In their own words, they have never had a 
''good time'' here, but have found it a ''rocky road; ' and the war has 
certainly not lessened the gulf which of old stood between the Northern and 
Southern people. After going over these miles of desolation-the most 
melancholy and depressing journey, probably, that it would be po ible to 
make it any part of the world-it is a relief to learn that the inhabitant of 
the Valley do not look forward to any suffering this winter, except that 
mental suffering which is unavoidable from the knowledge that they have 
fought so long and lost o much, and all in vain, except that they have 
gained immortal renown for the daring and courage of their sons. 

The dashing soldiers of the Valley are now returning to peaceful pur­
suits, as the soldiers of the North are doing. One brave officer who was 
wounded at Gettysburg, and lay on the battlefield all night, almost dying, 
and who received three other wounds in different fight , now devotes 
himself to the useful ta k of letting his townsmen know, through the 
columns of a newspaper, what is going on in the outer world. Another 
di tinguished staff officer has opened an agency for the sale of land in 
Virginia. A third is hard at work studying law. Thu , the urvivor of 
''Secessia'' are wisely trying to make the best of the altered circum tance in 
which they find themselve placed. 

Edited by Cecil D. Eby 
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Charles Town Celebrates Its 
First o Hundred Years, 1986 

harle n ob r ed the bicentennial of it founding with a gala 
celebrati n 011 the eekend f June l -22 19 6. The founding father 

harle a hingt n~ a the unge t brother of our fir t Pre ident 
~org a hingt n. The a tual reque t to found the town wa made on a 

petiti n b • harl Wa hingt n and e eral town father to the Virginia 
.. mb)), n ov mber 23 17 6· pa ed b the legi lature in December 

17 6· and . ign d b the I ader of both hou e on January 4 and 7, 17 7 
I"e p ti,,el . h land that made up Charl Town wa inh rited in 1752 by 

harl a hington under th term of th Will of hi half brother 
La\vr n a hington. 

T prepare for thi e,1ent Bi entennial Committee wa created in May 
1 " t both plan. and t ge the e ent that took place during the cele-
brati 11. he mmittee c n i ted f the following: Honorary Chairman 
Dr. and r . J hn . a hingt n· a or and General Chairman Dr. 

onald a t r~ Pr ram o rdinat r Harold H. and nowdon D. Ki ner; 
r t r ', J anne . erhood: Trea urer J. Randolph Hilton· i tant 

r a ur r, il . ain: Publi it 'I Margaret B. Lyter· Parade Chai11nan 
raldin illinghan1 and Protocol Harold E. and Ro a B. Hall. In addi-

tio11, a B ard f Dire tor as i t d in many of the e ent . ember included 
1·an 1 and Ii\' P. Bra ton~ ar lizabeth le Richard Da i , 
, nne Da\1i . D r th)' . urr arah Hum ton. Ra mond P. Park , 
ari r1 J . Re l r.. John . kin n r, Jr. 'I ran in a tone if er 'I Dorothy Y. 

T ,)or i h el D. l1(>n1p~ on~ llie Tolbert, Hugh E. 01·e , Elizabeth 
nn \ all and }izabeth ' ng. 

11 f the 11· t t of bu~ ine n m d the reation f a non-profit 
rp r,1ti n 'I that a ta n1pt tatu could b obtained. Thi pro ed to be 

, , dif 1 ult a11d ti1n n urning and nearl nine month lap d before 
th ta.,r 11u1nber \ lain d. Thi d la)' d planning on iderably . 

• n1 m 1 ll ,v r tabli h d i a ub ommitt for port-
ub .. mmitt for th parade, ub on1mitt e for th hou~ 

t pr par a br 'hur about harle To n. The 
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brochure prepared by this latter subcommittee was published in late 
February 1986. It was one of several products that were sold to help defray 
expenses of the celebration. This brochure includes many early pictures of 
Charles Town, a chronology of events that have occurred in Charles Town 
over the past 200 years, a copy of the earliest ( 1830) map of Charles Town, 
showing the layout of the streets and buildings, a listing of the per ons who 
bought the original one-half acre lots sold by Charles Washington between 
1784 and 1799 and the prices paid, and a number of ads that appeared in the 
Charles Town newspapers, The Spirit of Jefferson and the now defunct 
Virginia Free Press, in the period following the Civil War until the 1890' s. 
This brochure has been sent to all libraries of colleges and univer itie of 
West Virginia and to the Library of Congress. 

The Bicentennial celebration opened at the Charles Town Civic Center 
with the Patty Willis Art Show, an art show of local artists; a 'Doll 
Collection owned by Diane O'Bannon and shown under the auspices of the 
Bee Line Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution; and the Jefferson 
County Museum di plays that included among other artifacts, the wagon 
that carried John Brown to his execution in 1859. These event were open 
every day during the celebration. Also, the play, ''The Anvil'' written by 
Julia Davis Adams, was performed the week before and during the 
celebration. This play is a depiction of the trial of John Brown and the play 
was staged in the Court House where the actual trial wa held. 

Each day, June 20-22, a walking tour of some of the historic homes of 
Charles Town was held. The tour began at the Carriage Inn ( originally the 
Stripling House where Generals Grant and Sheridan met during the Civil 
War) and included a tour of Happy Retreat, originally the home of Charles 
and Mildred Thornton Washington. Happy Retreat was built about 1780 
and enlarged after 1837 by Judge Isaac Douglass who renamed it 
Mordington after his home in Scotland. It was given its original name again 
by its present owners, William and Mary Gavin. Those who took the 
walking tour were given a copy of a booklet containing 16 sketches of the 
34 houses and buildings covered including a brief notation about each. The 
sketches were done by Mrs. J. Blackwell Davis (Betty). 

The official bicentennial luncheon, hosted by Mayor Donald C. Master 
for visiting dignitaries and guests was held Friday, June 20, at Shu Chen's 
restaurant on West Washington Street. The list of special guests included 
Mrs. Jackie A. Strange, United States Deputy Postmaster-General; Harley 
Staggers, Jr., U.S. Congressman from this district; Jennings Randolph, 
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f r111 r nit d tat nat r: a11d 1na)1or of five neighboring on1munitie . 
·a] area p opl pr ent ,it the lt1ncheon and wh were ac laimed for their 

pe 'ia l achi ,1en1ent ~er Rebecca Porterfield Mi .. We t irginia: 
liz'tb th re 11 1,~ Jeffer on ount • Patricia u e 19 6 Valedictorian 

,.tl Jef~ r "'on Higl1 cl1ool: and ime oubier 19 6 alutorian at Jeffer on 
High h I. In additio11 to Dr. and Mr . John . Wa hington of Charle 

O\ 11~ th a hingt n famil wa al o repre ented by Mr. amuel Walter 
a l1i110 t 11. <)f u. tin~ T a : Dr. and r . John A. Wa hington of Pepper 

Pik ~- hio· and 1·. and r~. John . Wa hington of Che y Cha e 
1,1r land. 

p • ia] hit Hou e n1 age from Pre ident Ronald Reagan con-
gratt1lati11g th pe pl f harl To n on the 200th birthday of the city 
\\'a n d1 pla .. at the re ·taurant and opie • were pre ented to the Jeffer on 

ot111t , u . et1m and to the Charle Town City Office a permanent 
111 111e11t ~ f th bi nt n11ial l bration. Thi me age wa included al o 

on tl1e ofti ial bi entennial program hich li ted the e ent that were to 
) ~ur. 

Th offi ial luncheon ~a followed b a parade featuring float and 
l a11ds frorn 1nany rganization and communitie . . A beard judging conte t 

\\1a «o ht; Id. th ntique Tractor and Farm Implement how a opened and 
tl1 e\' 11ing end d ith a pecial Charle T wn Bicentennial take Race at 
t11 l1a1·l O\l.rn Ra e rack. 

aturda , June ... 1 acti\1 itie tart doff with a br akfa t erved by the 
r1i r har e \ n men' lub. Thi a followed by a tenni 

tou111a1n nt. fo l ra e and a r mon in Vvhich Harewood A enue wa 
r -11a111 d I rtin uth r King, Jr. \' nue. The merican L gion held 
<l di 'ati 11 1,.,ice 1'or a e1n rial to b built at J ffer on Memorial Park to 

111111 rn rat tho "'e Jeff r C)n . ount rnilitar per onnel who lo~ t their 
li,, ~ i11 ,~1,1r f< ught i11ce 19 0. n antiqt1 car . how and parade v-1a~ held 

aLurd~1 ' 111or11ing and aft rno n. In the e,,ening. a large treet dance, 
featu1·i11g t, o lo al or h-~tra . wa h Id on ongre C, treet. 

n t111da , af .. temc n~ an impre~ ,i,1e umenical hur h ervice \\1a 
ht: J I r1t Zi 11 pi , p~ J l1ur h \\1ith the parti ipation of· lerg and me1nber~ 

I> 1 11 l1ur ·h I Charle T0\\1n .. in luding th Pr b) t rian, ethodi. t, 
apli l. pi pal. Ron1an atholi , l1ur h of God. Luth ran .. and hri - • 

tian ll ,, l1ip d n minatio11 . Th illbrook ha1nber Orche" tra ga\'e a 
'int r rfi n11a11 • > al l1a1·I \\111 l<l pera Hou e n unda ,,ening 
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to complete the festivities. All in all, it was a meaningful celebration of the 
200th birthday of the town, and there are many pleasant memories. 

Hugh E. V oress 
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Summer Picnic 

I 

Ripo11 Loclge 

\V d11 da . ugt1 '" t 1992" th Jeffer n Count Hi~ torical ociety 
l1eld it a1111ual pi 11ic at Ripon Lodge, Ho111e of .M. . Morgan II and 
,t111il ' · The \\1eather, the 1110 t i1npot1ant t'act r for a u ce ful picnic, wa. 

ideal . ,, r _QO n1 mb r and gue t L ame with their pecial ca erole , 
,11 [1 I , ar1d tic en . old gla ~ of l n1onade awaited ach aniv' al. Table 

to h Id tt1 tood had ee11 et up und r a large tent and folding chair we1·e 
a\' a i I [ t b I e t r , n, f rt b I e \ ' i '" i ti n g. 

Dr John -- . Ltal , III. Pre .. ident f the ci t pre .. ented r. organ 
~ 8t1d." ,,,h g' \ 1e a bit of· tl1e ba '~ground hi~ tOf)' of Ripon Lodge. Located 
near tl1 ,,iJ lag ot' Ripp )ll. n a part of the heatland e tate bought in 
I O b , Henry . t1n1cr and \\1illed b\ him to hi~ on il)iam F. Turner. .. ., -

t1t c,11 bt1il1 thcr in I , ,1 .. cordi11g to the dat on a rain gutt r bo . and 
n, 111ed it for the fan1il ho111 of hi \\1ife in Prince William ot1nt . 

ir _inia. The u111cr heir old Ripon Lodg in 1916. It \ a bought in 
1 7 _ b )' l r. a11 1 11 r . . . or Q an. I 1 . \\'ho ha,, e d 11 e a 1n a g n i fi en t job 
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of restoration. 

Built of stone, eight of the rooms in this lovely old house are twenty feet 
square and there are nine frreplaces. Stone was also used for the outside 
kitchen and smoke house. The walls which are two feet thick have made 
modernization difficult. The slave quarters have been transfornied into a 
comfortable living area. An interesting stone building in the yard called the 
''smoke house'' is of unknown date but was most likely built before the 
mansion house. 

Mr. Morgan invited all to tour the house and buildings. Dr. Stealey 
expressed appreciation on behalf of the Society for the gracious hospitality 
from the Morgan family. 

Florence H. Moore 


