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Summer Picnic 

bout 140 men1ber and gu t gathered at ''The Hill'' Augu t 2 1989 
f r the annual urnmer picnic. The weather was termed' perfect''which no 
doubt pla ed an important part in all the hand- haking laughter and 
echoe of so glad to ee )''OU. '' 

Thi i not the fir t time" The Hill '' home of Mr. and Mr . Roger Perry 
ha been the cene of the ummer Picnic. In 198 I the paciou lawn and 
tour f the hou e wa made a ailable to tho e in attendance. 

r. John E ... teale , I II Pre ident of the Jeff er on County Hi torical 
ociet welcomed e er one and at the ame time thanked the Perry for 

their graciou ho pita lit . Mr. Perry wa called on to give a brief hi tory of 
the propert hich wa once part of Charle Washington' holding and 

a purcha ed b Matthew Frame from Charle Wa hington' on 
~ amuel in 1 01. It ha been owned b member of the Perry family for 
about O ., ear . he hou e ha ju t recently been placed on the Charle 
To"'n li ·t of Hi toric Landmark . 

uring the i ii War General heridan made hi t1eadquarter at ''The 
Hill .. one inter and at ariou time oldier of both ide u ed the 
urrounding propert .....-.., a camping ground. 

r . L nn B ron er ed as hairman of the picnic and ladie of the 
Board erved ~ ho te e . 
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Editor's Notes 

The main content of this issue of the Magazine is the edition of the 
letters of Mr. John H. Black, Lieutenant 12th Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Cavalry, United States Army, who was stationed primarily in Jefferson 
County during the Civil War. These letters constitute an important source 
for students of the conflict and of the area. A viewpoint from the Union 
perspective is more difficult to obtain than accounts of Confederate 

• • part1c1pants. 

The editors are David J. Coles and Stephen D. Engle. Mr. Coles is a 
native of Brookhaven, New York. He received his Bachelor and Master 
Degree from the Florida State University, and is in the process of 
completing his Ph.D. in history from the same institution. Mr. Coles is 
presently employed in the Arrangement and Description Unit of the 
Florida State Archives in Tallahassee. He has presented papers before a 
number of historical organizations and has published several articles 
relating to Florida's role in the Civil War. In addition, he is completing a 
book length manuscript on the Battle of Olustee, Florida, for publication. 
Mr. Engle is a native of Charles Town and married another county native, 
Stephanie Mickey. He received his Bachelors Degree from Shepherd 
College in 1985 and his M.A. from Western Illinois University in 1986. He 
is currently a resident of Tallahassee, Florida and has completed his Ph.D. 
in American History at Florida State University. Recently, his book, 
Thunder in the Hills: Militar.v Operations in Jefferson Count.Y, West 
Virginia, During the American Civil War (Charleston WV, Mountain 
State Press, 1989), has appeared. 
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''Powder, Lead, and Cold Steel'': 
Campaigning in the Lower Shenandoah Valley 

With the Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry-
The Civil War Letters of John H. Black 

dited by 

Da id J. ole and tephen D. Engle 

Introduction and Editorial Notes 

he merican i ii War certainly· doe not lack for pub Ii hed ource 
material. Beginning before the conflict had e en ended thou and of 
memoir ~ biographie , and regimental and campaign hi tories have 
rea hed print . De pite thi outpouring core of new book are publi hed 
each \1ear, indicati e of the fa cination that man American till have for ., 

the mo t dramatic and crucial of our nation conflict . 

Recentl)' the publication of the letter and diarie of private oldier ha 
become increa ingl popular. Each oldier had a di tinct perception of the 
\Var, making hi ob ervation unique among the million of participant . 
The editor of the fallowing collection of letter make no claim that it will 
change the wa)' the war i iewed or rever e long held opinion of 
parti ulargeneral orcampaign. Iti hopedratherthattheJohnH. Black 
letter \\1ill provide one more mall piece to under tanding to the puzzle of 
the i il ar. hey prov·ide new in ight into the brutal confu ed 
guerrill,1 fighting that occurred in we tern irginia" and the role that the 
T\ elfth Penn ~11,,ania pla)'ed in the "1ar. In the ab ence of a publi hed 
regimental hi to111 on the Twelfth, Black corre pondence detail the 
acti\1it1e of thi largely forgotten unit. 

The John Henr Black ollection con i t of appro imatel I 00 letter 
from th i ii ar period. ritten almo t e clu i el)1 from Black to hi 
fiancee and later \\1if e, Jennie Leight Black, they' rep re ent a f airl 

mplete r cord of hi en'lc with the T\\1elfth Penn y'lvania Ca air 
from I 6- t I 6 . In addition, one un,i\1ing letter wa written in 1 61 
\\

1hile Black. .. r,1ed in the ourteenth Penn l\ania Infantr a three 
m nth unit organized in pril f that __ ,ear. 

he Bl Paper \\'ere purch~ed in I 9 4 b)1 editor Da, id ole from a 
,,,ii \\'ar do ument dealer. he pro enance of the letter before the 

d aler pur ha ed them i unkno\•ln but their authent1cit}' i ithout 
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Lt. John H. Black 
12th Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry 

doubt. Most likely, the letters were given away, sold, or lost by the Black 
family upon the death of the daughters of John H. Black. It is known that 
several letters were purchased individually by other collectors, but is 
believed that the correspondence extracted on the fallowing pages is a 

• 
nearly complete collection of John Black's Civil War writings. 

Few of the fallowing letters are reprinted in their entirety. Black 
commented extensively on personal matters relating to his family and 
friends. Except for some representative examples, these passages have not 
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been included in the pre ent work. The editor felt that thi information 
ould be of little intere t to the general reader. Deleted portion of the 

letter are marked with ellip i [ ... ]. Punctuation has been ilentl added 
to the letter to aid readability and capitalization tandardized. The 
editor ha\'e al o added paragraph to Black' letter at appropriate 
location and pelled out ome of hi abbreviation . 

In all but a few ca e , Black' pelling wa left in it original tate. All of 
the per on and place mentioned b Black in the letter that could be 
indentified are in the footnote . A brief editorial narrative ha been 
included throughout the ork in an effort to provide a broad hi torical 
background to the \ ar a a whole. 

Prelude 
In man re pect , John H. Black was typical of the thou and of 

, 1olunteer that fought for the nion during the Civil War. The on of 
.. Jacob and Mar Black he had been born on hi father' farm near Canan 

tation lleghen1' To n hip Penn yl ania on July 28, I 834. Black lived 
ith hi parent until the age of twenty helping hi father with farm chore 

and finding the time to obtain an education. Around l854 John began 
tea hing in the public chool of Duncan ville, Blair County remaining in 
that prof e ion until hi enli tment at the outbreak of the war in the 

urteenth Penn } 'l\1ania olunteer Inf an try. Although Black never 
pecifically tatcd hi reason for enli ting, it i evident from hi 
orre pondence that he felt a trong patrioti m and devotion to the nion. 

fe\V vea r older and more educated than man of hi comrade , Black ., 

\\1a till repre entati e of the hundred of thou and of volunteer that 
flocked to defend the flag at the beginning of the ar determined to 
de tro ece i n and pre erve the nion. 1 

I o t)1pical of Black '>.'a the fact that he had a weetheart at home 
\\1aiting for hi return. During hi mi Ii tar) ervice John wrote core of 
letter,' to 1 i u an Jane Leight)', horn he called Jennie. Jennie Leighty 
\\1a a nati,1c of Duncan ille, Penn ) lvania here he wa born on Jul 
_ J, I 7. rom the tone of e\1en the earlie t urvi ing letter , it eem 
ob,1iou .. that Je11nie and John had enJO)'ed a clo e relation hip for ome 
time. \1er the next t"'O year of eparation their feeling inten ified and, 
in pril 1 4 \\ h1le John ,va home on lea\1e .. the)' were married. 

1 nidentified ne,a.' paper clipping ,vith John H. Black obituary Cla} burg. Penn )I­
\ nia. Pn,rate collection of 1arguerite ampbell. 
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1861 

John Black would spend most of the Civil War in the ranks of the 
Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry. He did, however, have an earlier taste of 
soldiering. In April, 1861, the Fourteenth Pennsylvania Infantry, a three 
month regiment organized when northerners still thought the war would 
be short and relatively bloodless. The unit was f or·rned at Camp Curtin, 
Harrisburg, with Mexican War veteran John W. Johnston of Youngs­
town as its colonel. Recruits flocked to the regiment, and ''the outpouring 
of patriotism everywhere ... at flood tide. ''2 John Black enrolled in 
Company H, a group of Blair Countains under the command of Thomas 
Holland. Black held the high rank of Fourth Corporal in the company, 
which was known as the Scott Rifles.3 

The Fourteenth was mustered into federal service on April 30. After a 
period of training at Lancaster's Camp Johnston, on June 3, the regiment 
proceeded first to Chambersburg, Pennsylvania and then on to Hagers­
town, Maryland, and the vicinity of Sharpsburg. From this latter location 
Black wrote the only surviving letter concerning his service in the 
Fourteenth. 

On July 2 the regiment, along with other Union troops under the 
command of General Robert Patterson, crossed the Potomac River into 
Virginia. For the remainder of its brief service, the Pennsylvanians 
patrolled the area of Martinsburg, Bunker Hill, Charles Town, and 
Harpers Ferry, failing to encounter any serious Confederate resistance. At 
Martinsburg a group of Unionist citizens presented the men with a 
handsome new battleflag.4 

While the Fourteenth remained at Martinsburg, the remainder of 
Patterson's force marched up the Shenandoah Valley. The Federal's goal 
was to prevent Confederate troops under Joseph Johnston from 
reinforcing General P.G.T. Beauregard at Manassas Junction. The 
doddering Patterson failed in his effort, enabling Johnston to reach 

2Samuel P. Bates, Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-65, 5 vols., (Harrisburg, PA: B. 
Singerly, State Printer, 1869-1871), 1: 134-135, 140. Subsequent references to specific 
soldiers has been taken primarily from information contained from the printed rosters in 
this publication. 

3/bid. See also Floyd G. Hoenstine, Military Services and Genealogical Records of Blair 
County, Pennsylvania (Hollidaysburg, PA: n.p., 1940),passim; and Frederick H. Dyer, A 
Compendium of the War of the Rebellion . . . , 2 vols., (reprint ed., Dayton, Ohio: Press of 
Morningside Bookshop, 1978), 2: 1583. 

4/bid. 
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Be' uregard \\1ith re1nf orcement . he re ult wa nion defeat at the Battle 
f ana a -- , or Bull Run. 

In later Jul) following the ana a debacle, the Fourteenth returned 
t arli le .. Penn lvan1a. he unit remained there until Augu t 7 when, 
upon the e pi ration of the men' term of enli tment, the unit wa 
di banded and the men mu tered out of ervice. Many oldier of the 
Fourteenth ultimatel1' enli ted in other Penn yl\1ania unit that were being 
enli ted for three ear en~ce.5 

Dear Jen11ie, 

June 28, 1861 
Can1p e\t'ton 4 miles from Sharpsburg, Md. 

TJ1e fortune \t'a 111ine to rec·ei\1e _i ·our \'er_i · kind and deligh~ful letter 
0 111e 2 lzour ago, and for 111e to an lt'er it i prett_i · hard ¾'Ork toda_i' and 

i, e,·e it 110 1 to _l'Ou I it'ould not i1 ·rite .for a _fei1 · da_i·s _i)ef. For the simple 
reru·o11 that i1 ·hile going through on1e e.)::tra n10 \1en1ent tt,·ith case knives 
a/011g ~1 ith one oj'111_J' ''buddie. ''through a ,ni take and ac1cident together I 

r c·ei\ ed a ~ light 1,i·ound on the I t .finger of m_i' right hand, ~4v•hich qfter 
beitzg dre ed, iielled ot11e~i'ha1 and ,nake it a/mo I impossible.for me to 
l1a11dle a pe,1, it hic'h _l 'Ou (·an ea i~i· tell b_i· noticing m_i· ¾ riling but it will all 
be o , er i11 a Jei1· lla_l · and then I can ¾'rite CL5 before. 

ir1c·e ! la ·t i1 ·ro1e _i·ou ii e had mo,,ed our ca111p_fron1 about 1112 miles 
.fL,rtlzer a11d are 11o i, · enca111ped in a ,,er_\' beautiful grove and have hade 

p/e,11_1 a11d e11jo_1 tJ1e ca111JJ better than the one ii·e j u t left, .for hade is 
JJreferable to u,1 hine e pecial(i· at pre.sent. We are encan1ped one mile 

.. fro ,11 1l1e Po10111ac· Ri,,er, ancl .. ji, t ti1 ·0 1ni/e5 _(r·o,11 the camp of the rebel 

troop , but \\ do 1101 feel unea _i'for tl1el' are too co i,,ard~i· to cro the 
ri, e,· ancl e, en i\ hen i1 ·e go to the ri, er \t ·h _1 the_i', poor c·(Jtt-'ard , run like 

e,er_} 1/1i11gfor_fear that ii·e ii·ill hoof the111. The_i· l1ave 10 C'arr.i· thm ef,,e .. 
\ er_, 1raigl11J or,, e are .,'(pel·ting e,,er_l da_J to n1arc·J110 the river and cros,, 

an(/ 1/1e11 call a11cl ee the 111. I onl.J hope that the_i i1 on 't run, J or \1 e do 
,·ea!~) feel LA6.J 1J1oi,gl1 l\ e 111u .. t l1a\ ea jigJzt b~f ore our 1in1e 1 up, but if ii·e 
clo 110 1, i, ·/1.i ,, e i, ill ha, e 1he ('011 olation of .. a_i·ing that lt'e ha\1e kept the 

rehel fro1l1 co1,1i11g ac·ro\ tl1e ri\ er a11d de tro_} 1ng the proper/_}' qf the 
111a11l 11io ,1111e11 in 1arJ la11d. You 1,1u t 1-,nder rand that there are ani· 

., - . 
a111oi,111 o..f 11io11 people J1ere e\'en 1l1e poor la, e cheer J or the 

Jame \1c f>hcr on. Ordeal 8_1 , Fire: T11e c;,,;/ U"ar a11ci Reco11s1ruc1ion, ( ev.1 \ 'or ': 
If red nop 19 2). pp . ... 06-.. 0 ; Bate ~ l : I 4-135 
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You sa.i' that Ellen Toole6 is a traitor, nothing more than I expected,for 
I real/;' think that she is one of that kind that are always opposed to what 
everybody else is in favor of If she don't hang out the American flag, why I 
i-1 ,on 't attend an}' more of her parties, and more that I won't call to see her 
an;1more. If she don't change her mind why she will never get a man, and 
that l4'ould grieve her very much. Any person in his part of the country, 
who speaks a word in favor of the rebels, is immediately arrested and 
brought to camp and placed under guard and tried and kept under guard 
until further notice. 

Three deserters were brought into camp yesterday evening and are now 
la;'ing in the guardhouse hobbled and handcuffed, and will remain there 
until tried and all probabilit;' they will be shot, which they are richly 
deserve. James7 is well and getting along finely yet. As regards your 
hearing about our Company enlisting again there is no foundation to the 
report,for we have all come to the conclusion to return home when our 
time is up. Were it not on account of one I would not go home until the 
war is over, and that one is yourself. Jennie, I am getting along exceeding 
well, have not been sick an hour since/ left home and never had my health 
better since I am in service. Harvest is at hand and the farmers are busy 
cutting grain, and I asked for a pass this morning to go out and help a 
farmer a couple of hours for sport but the old Colonel refused and so I did 
not go . .. . 8 

Your true friend . . . 
John H. Black 
14th Regt. Comp. Pa. Vol. 
Sharpsburg, Md. 

1862 

On January 24, 1862, twenty-seven year old John Henry Black stode 
into a Philadelphia, Pennsylvania recruiting station to enroll in the newly­
formed Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry. Black's enlistment papers show 
that he was 5'7'' tall, with brown hair and beard, blue eyes, and light 
complexion. The recruit listed his occupation as teacher and stated his 

6Identity unknown, apparently a Pennsylvania acquaintance of John and Jennie. 
71dentity unknown. There were seven men with the Christian name of James in 

Company H alone. 
8Colonel John W. Johnston of Youngstown was colonel of the Fourteenth. He had seen 

previous military service in the Mexican War. 
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re "idence , ldorado .. Blair unt)1. 9 

.. I .. he origin of the l .. welfth avalry .. known originally a the I 13th 
lnf,1ntr)' dated from o ember 5 .. I 61. On that da William Fri hmuth 
rccei\1ed authorization to recruit a new regiment for three year ervice . 

.. l,roughout the v.1inter of I 61-62 the unit wa organized and trained at 
an1p cRe)1nold, .. in Philadelphia. The enli ted men of the Twelfth 

came from a number of outhern and ea tern Penn ylvania Countie . 
John Black \ a in ompany G corn po ed primarily of men from Blair 

aunt_. dam Hartman erved as Company G' initial commander. On 
Februar)' I Black wa appointed Orderly ergeant. He remained with 
the T elf th at amp McReynol until late March or early April, when he 
\ i 'ited home on a brief furlough. 10 

In late pril I 62 the Twelfth broke camp for Washington D.C. The 
regiment commander at thi time was Colonel Lewi B. Pierce of 
Bradford ount .. olonel Fri hmuth ha ing re igned hi commi ion. 
The unit remained in a hington for about one month providing guard 
dut)' for the cit} and continuing it training. While in Washington the unit 
finall)1 received it eapon .. although it till lacked hor e . 

The regiment a ent next to Mana a Virginia cene of the Union 
def eat of the pre iou Jul . There the men trained and guarded the 
Orange and le andria Railroad and the outhern approache to 

'a hington. John Black and Company G ¼'ere tationed primaril in the 
\ 1icinit)' of Pope Head Run .. about eight mile from Mana a . ot until 
Jul) did the ca air .. men obtain their mount . The trooper were able to 
recei\1e onl)' rudimentary hor eman hip training before they found 
them el e in combat. later hi torian of the Twelfth later noted that 
'little progre ... [ a ] made in training and di cipline before active 
operation commenced. 11 The would hortly ha e their bapti m of fire. 

Can1p McRe __ i'nolds, 
D a,,. Je11nie, April 9, 1862, 

Cl--01-cii11g t o /Jro1n1, e ancl ir1 order to be .functional and have dut_y 
a 11 e 11 cl e cl 1 o. I th i e, e 11 i ng ii i / I it rite __ 1 o u a I e 11 er and gi, 1e J 'o u a f u / I hist o r .. Y 

• ompiled "ef\1icc Record and Pen ion File of John H. Black. 'ational rchive ~ 
\\ a hington. D. . 

10/bici.; Bate : 114 : Fran H. l "a lor~ Pl1i/ade/phia i,1 the Ci\1il U-/ar, 1 61-1 65 
(Philadelphia: f>ubl i hed b)' the it)' 1913) .. 170-171 . 

11 Bale, : 114 .... ee al o 7 June I 62 letter from Charle \: eirick to 1 ter, Charle 
\Veiri • ol)e t ion nitcd .. tate rm}' 11litar., Hi t Of)' ln titute , arl1 le Barrack .. 
Pcnn .. )11,,ania. \\1cinck en,ed in ompan)1 F of the T\velfth avalr~ . 
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of my travels and arrival in camp. On Monday after bidding you adieu I 
went home, and at 11 in the forenoon I went to Altoona with Martin and 
Alex and saw them off. I then went home and called on Sam and lady . I 
spent several hours with them and then made my way home and went to 
bed and as you are well aware I naturally would take a sound sleep, for 
certain reasons. 

Tuesday morning I rose early and took the 7 o'clock train and moved 
on toward Philadelphia. When I came within 8 miles of Harrisburg, I met 
Martin and Alex, and so I got off and went with them over the 
Susquehanna River to the town of Dauphin and took dinner, after which 
we paraded around through town and made quite a number of calls, 
among which we were called at Mr. Winns' and got acquainted with his 
two beautiful daughters who entertained us very nicely for several hours. 
We then bade the folks, goodbye and went to the station and by 5 o'clock 
we got aboard the train and away we went to Philadelphia. We arrived in 
the city by 11 o'clock and put up with the night. 

This morning we came to camp and found all the boys in good spirits. 
Snow is as plenty here as at home. The boys were glad to see me and I in 
return to see them. This has been a very disagreeable day. Snowed and 
sleeted all day, and this evening it is storm}' and sleeting at a great rate, but 
I hope that by morning the air will be calm and the day fair. So soon as I 
came to camp I was put to work, and had to make the payroll for the 
Company, still I took it all patiently and did as I was told and proposed 
doing so, so long as I remained in the army. 

I received your letter today but as you told me, Jf ound nothing new, as 
}'OU were kind enough to tell me all it contained before I left the Camp. 
Evans12 and Jacob Walters13 send their respects to you, I gave the 
medallion to Barney14 and told part of the old lady's story but could not 
remember it all, !feel very well today but not able to handle the saber. Still 
I think that in a Jew days I will be as stout as ever, and one of the busy 
bodies of the Camp for such I wish to be. 

Well Jennie to tell the truth is my motto all the time and it is what is 

12Samuel 0. Evans served in Company G of the Twelfth Cavalry. He was mustered into 
service on January 8 1862 for three years, and was discharged on February 17, 1865 at the 
expiration of his te1111. 

13Jacob Walters served in Company G of the Twelfth Cavalry. He was mustered into 
service on January 8, 1862 for three years, and was discharged by general order on June 5, 
1865. He was captured by Confederate forces on June 29, 1864 and briefly imprisoned. 

14Barney Engle served in Company G of the Twelfth Cavalry. He was mustered into 
service on January 8, I 862 for three years and mustered out on July 20 1865 having 
previously reenlisted as a Veteran Volunteer. 
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al,t a_, .'i ,·eque tee/. 771iJ· i tl1e third ti1,1e that I hid _l·ou adieu it itl1in one 
., ea,· anc/ 1/1e la t 1i111e 11 a\· the ,11ost sensib~i' fe/1, an;·l1oi1 b_v n1e. It is hard 
10 /Jart \i itl1 clear.friencl\·, but i1 hen clut_1· c·a/1s I 111ust obe_,,. and hope fo1" 
l ett£)1• ti111e~, i11fi,1i,re dai·. 1ill Jennie he <1on1ented and be as.<;u1"ed that I 
a111 a111ong 1l1e li\1ing a11c/ ,,;e// and.feel pe1fec·t~, , at hon1e. 

(ii\1e 111_1· lni e tcJ z,e and 111; be.<;t re~pects to _\'Our n1othe1· and aunt and 
all tl1e 01l1er , ou 'lee. (( an_i· person~· ask _i'ou lt i1at position Ja111es Jri 1in15 

/1 0 /c/.s )'OLJ <·c111 tell tl1en1 tl1a1 I sai1· l1i111 standing guard toda_l' as a pri,-'ate, 
a11cl l1e i 11othi11g el.5e and 111ore than that. He i,·ill not be an_l' higher ... I 
,, ill e 11ll the like11e.'; as .. \·oon a get to toi,·n to get it taken. So no more but 
take 1/1e l1ig}1 JJri,,i/ege o.f igning 1r1.)'selj·_l·our 111ost affec·tionate.friend until 
cleat/1. 

John H. Black 
Ord. Sergeant Co111p. G 
Address the sa,11e as before and \i'rite soon. 

711L11· da_i 11101·11ing April 10, 1862. noii in c·a,np thi~'> 1-;1orning one foot 
clee/J, o \\ e i, ill ha\'e nothi11g to clo toclaJ hut ho\1el snoi1·. 

Ca,np Mc Re_i'nolds 
April 14, 1862 

Dea,~ Jer111ie, 
Here I a,11 in Ca111p a11d ha,1e the good pleasure o.f ackno¾ /edging a 

,er_, ki,1{/ and /o,,e/_J' letter .from _i·ou this forenoon. It gave n1e great 
~a11:.faction to hear that _i,ou are till among the list o.f health_}. But it makes 

111{) feel. orrJ to hear that _i·ou pa ed suc·h a disc·ontented ¾'eek since I left, 
but .\till !feel glad that I l1a\ e afriend at home that take such great interest 
i11111_J i1·e{fare. For .J our ake I ii ill take the he.<;t care in1aginable o.f m~iself, 
a11cl li\'e in /1ope. tl1a1 the da_i' i,,i/1 ere lorzg arri\1e that I i1;'ill be permitted to 
'ee r l1e rebellio,1 e11(led and all of u soldier return lo our.friends ne\,er lo 
part,, l1ile life ren1ain5·. I l1a\e the pri,,ilege o.(tel/ing _i·ou that I am again as 
J1ealtl1_J a .. e,,er a11d a111 attending 10 dut.1· as before. 

Tl1e 110\t J1aJ" lef1 a11d oi,r Can1p is \1er_1' nil .. e and dr_1. On aturda_i last 
lt e l\ e ,11 10 1J1e ii ood.5· a11d go1 poll and spruc·e and n1ade arc·hes and 
\\ ,~ea1J1 for oi,r Ca111p a11cl e,·er.J 1hi11g l1a the appearance of ho,ne. We 
l1a, e bee11 put to clut.) i11f u/1. We l1ai1e to drill 0111e 6 hour eac·h da.~·, and 
J1a, e rear tliffici,/1 __ 1 in get ting oz,1 of Can1p. Bui till on 10111orroi, I an1 to 

1 Perhap .. Jame M. Irvine. om pan)' ~. T\\'elfth Penn 'ylvania 3\'alry. lr\1ine v.1a 

mu tcred int t1 enricc on ebruar\' 21. I 6 .. for three \'ear and mu tered out on Julv 20. 
• • • 

I 6 ha,,ing pre\'iou 1)' reenl1 ted a a \1etcran olunteer. 
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have a pass to go to the City and then I will get my likeness taken and send 
it to you for your special benefit, with the firm belief that )'OU ¾Ji/I take the 
utmost care of it till I return to Blair County for good. 

Yesterday being Sunda_v our Camp was full of citizens, and Oh! what a 
number of ladies were in to see us. We used them as well as we knew how, 
and invited them to call again, Alex is still ~1ith us and v.,,f fl not return home 
for two weeks. He is well pleased with Camp life and en)O}'S himself 
exceedingly well. Evans and Jacob Walters received _vour respects ¾1ith 
pleasure, and joined in sending their regards to _vou with the news that they 
are well. Barney is getting along well. You ma;' tell Mrs. Engle so. 

I am not surprised to hear that the people of Duncansville thought _vou 
and I were married and more than that I do not care what they think for 
my part. Indeed they must be very f oo/ish to think that I could not stay 
over night with you, without being married. When any person asks you 
again about us getting married just tell them what you think proper and it 
will be al/right with me. You will not do anything I kno'vt' but what will 
please me, for it will be hard for you to displease me. 

Give my best respects to Sue and tell her I am well and busy all the time. 
My best respects to your mother and tell her that I often think of her vi-'hile 
I am in Camp. When you write again you need not use Col. Frishmuth s 
name for he is no longer a Colonel. 16 I will give _l)OU the address below as it 
is changed. Take good care of yourself and trouble _vourself as little as 
possible about me, for I am al/right. My best love to _vou and I remain 
;)ours as ever v.,>ith great respect. 

John H. Black 
Camp Mc Reynolds 
811 Noble Street, Phi/a 
In Care of Captain A. Heartman 
12th Cavalry' Regiment 

Camp Mc Reynolds 
May 15, 1862 

Dear Jennie, 
Your letter reached me about a half hour ago and I was greatly pleased 

16William Frishmuth of Philadelphia was authorized by President Lincoln on November 
5, 1861 to organize a cavalry regiment. He apparently was never formally mustered into 
service, and he resigned on April 20, 1862. Lieutenant Colonel Lewis B. Pierce was 
promoted to colonel on April 23, 1862 as a replacement for Frishmuth. 
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10 /1('(11· 1l1a1 _\ OLJ QI"£' ii ell a11cl ge11i11gji11ef1·, bz,t I i-i ·a ,,er_,. s·adfi .. \·urpri .. ~ecl 
I <) l1£' GI" 1l1a1 _\ rJ LJ llicl 1101 get 1ha1 fJic·tL.1re. I had it 1ake11 fJUt up i11 a gutta 

JJc1 1·c·/1a c·a.se a11cl 111ai /eel tcJ .l ·o i1 i\ 'it l1 the letter ancl _i ·oi, s·a l / he letter ,·eac·J1ed 

_\ 'CJtl hL1t 1l1e fJl( "tt,re clicf no! but hope thal b_i · 1/1e tir11e this c·o111es to hancl 

1J1a1 _l 'OLJ \1 i/1 le l1aJJPl' fJ0 .. \'5'e5 .. '>0r 1/1e pic·tu,·e. o I ho/Je it 111a_i· be. 
11 e a,·e /;till i,1 a1111J 11ear the c·it_i· o..f Wa .. 5J1ington and ha,,e order.'> to 

1110, e to f/ irgin1a cJ11 aturda_i' 11e.>.:t, hut .. '>uc .. h order are all in 111_1· e_i·e. M _l 

O/Ji11icJ111\ that it e \1 ill la_1· he,·e for a 111on1J1 or tit 'O _i1et. TJ1at is ~f vt·e are not 
.se111 l1<J111e he/ ore 1l1a1. I a,n s·till i1 ·ell and e11jo_i,ing 1n_i ' e!f e.r:c'eeding~}' i1 ·ell. 
I l'a1111cJt .SQ_\ 111t1(·l1 abrJi-11 the regiment at thi .. s ti111e.for ¾'e have been la.i ing 
iclle for .. 'io111e da_i '.s· pa\·t. All on fJurpose to tneet the JJa_i·master ~-i ·ith a 
l1ear1.i \\ ell 0111e. Jal'Ob Walters i ick but sa_i's he is getting better, and 
l ejo,·e a1101}1e1· \1'eek f10 clc>ubt that he lt'ill be read.,i for dut_l. 

Je1111ie I a,11 realf.i , o,-r_l' that _l'Our aunt got the varioloid but hope that 

,sl1e i .. s b_l thi • 1i,11e entirel.i· rid o..f it. o our good.friends are still a_fraid of 
.1·oi,. /_/incl 110 person i11 ca111p a_fraid of me on the account o_f the disease 
an{/ji,rther i1 e ha,,e no n1all pox in our Con1pan_i' or regin1ent so.far. At 

lea .. \·t 1101 .5CJ far as I knort. Gi\1e m.i· re5pects to all m.i'friends about there 
and 1111 lo, e 10 i,e. '7 

_,J, 

I ii a5~ o , er rl1e ,·i, e, .. a .feii · da_, ·s ago and took a look at the l\it_i, o..f 
le.);a11c/1·ia ar1cl .. sai1 the house ii·here Col. Ellsit'Orth18 tt'as killed and I had 

1l1e pleaJ·i11·e o.f·1aki11g clin11e1· ii·ith three o_f ,n.1· married~friend .. ~ i11 that c·if_l·, 
Ja111£'.\ Mc·/n10,sl1, riah Benton and Henrl' Christ1 1

•
19 £\.'an~<; ends his best . . 

re /Je('I 10 .Jou. Barne.i· i.~ not i 1er.l ~1 ell but till not dangerous. 
Well Je11n1e ru the 1l1ail i about lea\ ing I i-i ill clo e hoping that .i ·ou are 

taki11g \1e1·_1· goocl care of .i·ourself and further that before lvt o more 
111011rl1s roll a,·ouncl I hope to be at home, for I think I am on a good rt'a.J' 
for it . .. ~,o l1·i1J1111.1 be. 1 lo,1e to _l'OU Ii, i .. 'ih I ¾)ill sign m_i 'se/f_i 'our e,,,er true 

.frie11cl a be/ ore. 

John H. Bla(·k 
Addre a111e as· he_fo,·e 

1 1\ f ricnd or relati\fe. perhap Jenn)'' i ter. 
1 oloncl lmer phra1m II \\Orth \\a the fif'>t northern mart~1r of the Y.'ar. friend of 

bra ham Lincoln. -- 11 \\1onh orga nizcd the 1e,._, York Fire Zoua,,e . \\1h1ch he led into 
1\ le ·a ndria, \1irginia on Ma , 24 I 61. fter tearing do,i.'n a onf ederatc flag that had been 
n~1ing o,1cr the 1 1ar hall Hou e Hotel. 11,"onh \ a hot and killed b}1 the ece 1on1 .. t 
proprietor Jame , Jae on. 

1 othing further 1 ·no\i.'n about the 1dentit)' of these men. 
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Popes Head Run, Head Quarters of Comp. G., 12th Pa. Cav., Virginia 
May 31, 1862 

It is m;1 great delight and high privilege of acknowledging a kind and 
interesting letter from you today, and in due reverence to your self and 
_}'Our humble friend I will immediately answer it, and send it by Mondays 
mail, which is the next that leaves our post . ... On Friday the 16th of 
May the paymaster came around and paid us off, and on Sunday 
following, we left Washington, got aboard a steamboat, and sailed down 
the river 6 miles, to the city of Alexandria where we stayed all night. The 
next morning, we got aboard the Manassas Railroad cars and winded our 
~'ay to Manassas. After laying there about 24 hours we went back on the 
railroad 8 miles and took charge of near about 4 miles, which we have to 
guard from the Secessionists. We propose taking good care of the road so 
that the bridges shall not be burned or the track torn up. Our post is not 
any ways dangerous at present, although it was a few weeks ago. But when 
we made our appearance the rebels left with the exception of a few 
scudling around through the wood, occasionally. Some of the boys of our 
regiment have captured some rabid Secessionists, 12 in all ... we have 
beenfortunate enough to capture three horses, 2foxes, 2 crows, 4 rabbits 
and 2 dogs, and intend to keep them as pets . ... 

The war is moving slowly and we are not gaining much ground, but still 
we are gaining by degrees. It is not known how long we will be kept on this 
road, it may be for months, or till our time is up, and we may be called 
away before another week. The situation of troops is very uncertain, one 
day we may be here and the next away off at some other point. I am much 
obliged to those friends of mine who wish /never may return home, but I 
am under the impression that their hopes will be blasted . ... 

Our duty is not very hard. We have plenty to eat, although we have to 
break and eat hard crackers, as we had to do on last summer. They take 
very' well and I am fond of them. Our company is pretty healthy. We have 
only 6 sick and two wounded by accidental firing of lieut. Colonel 
Kohler of our regiment on Sunday a week ago. I will tell you more about 
the shootings when I see you, and give you the full particulars how the two 
men happened to get shot. The fault lies in the Lieut. Colonel . . . 20 

Your true friend and lover 
John H. Black 

20Jacob Kohler was mustered into service as Major of the Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
on March 6, 1862, to serve for three years. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on 
April 28, 1862 and was discharged on October 17, 1862. The published roster of the Twelfth 
Cavalry provides no additional information on the accidental shootings mentioned by 
Black. 
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WednesdaJ' June 4, 1862 
Dear Je11111e, 

I ~l·rote i·ou a letter _ie terday evening and intended to mail it this 
111orning but a it rained a/If ore noon I could not get it to the o.ffice. We 
ha,, to ('arr.}' our le1ter eight miles to the office and i1 'e send some one 
e\1er_J da_i. I n10 t(l' go n1.l'Se[f but toda_y no one '.A.'Ould venture, and as I 
generallJ go on the car , I could not go toda}' on account of no trains 
r.i,nning up, o I \rt·ill drop )'Ou afeYl: more lines and if you have to vt'ait one 
da.l longer ii·h.J· .}'OU i1'ill sure/;· receive a more extended letter which Yl.i/l 
,uffil·e. 

I an1 till the po e or of health. I am getting as.fat as I used to be and 
a,11 quite livef ;, andjo;f ul in the ¾'ild countr.v and beautiful scener .. i · of old 

irginia. I am o taken \1 i1h this place that I could content myself to live 
here all the da.v of ,ny l(fe. About the next thing ) 'OU hear ¾'ill be that I 
J1a,)e bought a ho,ne and ha\'e retired to private life. That is no doubt .vou 
\1·ill hear it, but that i not a.i·ing that it vtJi/1 be so . ... 

A it quit raining thi afternoon I took a troll over the hill (remember I 
had ,n.} c~arhine on n1 __ v houlder) and happened to find mJ,,,self a beautiful 
111eado\1' i1 here I i-i as luc~k.i1 enough to find a host of the most delicious 
trai1 berrie I e\,1er et m .. i · e_i'e on. I ¾'a not long at gather a quart and 

111aking n1.l' e!f hon1e to can1p to the ugar box and there I had a mess, 
e11o ug }1 to make a queen s mouth ii'ater. Ohl Jennie hoy\,' ~1 1ould.i·ou have 
liked to be on hand at that time, to help devour the dear little berries. All 
buried i11 the i1·hite !iugar taken out of ncle ams sugar box. Well Jennie 
a clut_i c·a//J· n1e tii·o mile dov.. n the road to ang ter Station21 ! will ha,)e 
10 clo e i, ith ,n.J· ¾arn1e t regards and real/;: true affectionate to as 
creati,re of 1n.1· ad111iration and.future happines . 

John H. Black 
P. . Tell ue that I encl 111.1· best re pel·t to her and her near friend 
a11d ... 

Pope s Head Run 
Headquarter of Compan.i· G 

June 12, 1 62 
Dear Je1111ie, 

.... I a,11 0 11e of r/10 o.f our gallant Con1pan.1 that can till rejoice in the 
.for1u,1ate po _ e io11 of a due portion of good health. I am able for ,n; 
ratio11. and 1ri1 11/1at I 111al remain .so. A each daJ· roll around I become 

• • 

c1ng ter' . tation \\a" located on the Orange and le andria Railroad.. outhea t of 
( cnten11lle. \ 11rg1nia. 
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more attached to our present scope of country and love to spend the days 
in roaming around and when occasion affords it, I meditate upon the 
many happy hours I spend in Blair Co. Pa. until I become entirely 
absorbed in that topic and time. I then proceed upon my journey and 
throw away all thoughts of such topics for a few hours and become as 
jovial as before. 

There are some few among us, who at times get to thinking about home 
and get in a very deep study and continue on at such vague studies until 
they become so overtaken with the study that it is beyond impossibility to 
drive it from their minds. And the result will follow in a few days that they 
are sick, and all brought on by too deep study about home. But if ever I 
should take sick while in the army be assured that such is not the cause of 
my sickness,for I have so much control of myself that when /find studied 
enough upon a thing that I can for a while drive it from my mind, and so 
should any sane person. 

There is nothing that will bring a person to the grave so soon as 
homesickness, and how easy it is kept off if only time is taken by the 
fore lock. The only cure for such disease is to form the unbroken resolution 
to take the world as it comes, and that too as cheerful as nature will allow 
one to do . ... 

And Ohl how I would love to occasionally have a pleasant chat with 
you ... , but I must still obey my country and assist in freeing her soil of 
fiends of the South, which I am confident we will have done in less than 

• 

another year. So I consign myself to my duty and its cheerful as [a] 
morning be. Tomorrow I propose visiting Bull Run battlegrounds22 again 
and may give you some new and interesting sentences in my next 

I 

letter . ... 
Sergeant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 
Address as before 

Popes Head Run, Virginia 
Headquarters of Company G 

June 20, 1862 
Dear Jennie, 
. . . . As my superior officers chose this day for themselves to visit 
Manassas, it fell my duty to stay in Camp, which had the tendency and 

22Site of the first major battle of the war, fought on July 21, 1861. First Bull Run, or First 
Manassas as it was known in the south, was a major Confederate victory. 
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e.[(ecr o.( keeJJing t11e __ for one da_i fro111 1J1e beaut{f ul (·J1err_1· o rc·l1ards, bul 

lz,c·k_J for 111e ii·e ha,,e a n oble l1earted anci I rue .\,ouled .. ~et qf ho ,, , i1 ·ho are 

all1 aJ ~, obligi11g. 01'l1e o_f I J1e111 'r1 ent on a cl1err_l oc·(·asion 1oda_1· and on 

1J1eir re1i,r11 broL1gh1 bal·k i1 ·itl1 them a hos·t qf the cleliciou ~fruit, i1 1hic·h 

1J1e_l ga, e to 111e, at 111_l· clisposal, and 1·ou 111a_1 re.51 assured 1ha1 I helped 

111_J ,e!f. 
I a1l1 till enjoJ i11g e.,l·elle111 health and goocl spirit and an1 _i ·e1 in /o\1e 

l\ 'it/1 thiJ' r o,nantic countr_i around us, and think that the lo, 1e,(or this place 

\\ ill fol/0~1· 111e ~1hitl1er-\·o-e,,er I go. Wl1et1 {iLJI_J call.) 1,Jt! Jrom here to 

o tl1er no1 o /0\'e/1 J ,i ill t10 doubt be led to alloit n11· 111ind to ,1·ander . ., 

back 10 the pleasant and happ_}' da_i spent in this can1p. Good ne~·s, ha,,e 

I to i\·rite to) ou on thi occ·a ion. On _}'esterda_i· a_[ternoon Jac·ob Walters 

ca111e .. fron1 the l10 pita/ ancl reported hi,n.(Jelf fi1 for dut_i. He looks \1er_i· 

\.1 'ell ancl a_i' J1e \-t'as \1er;· i1 'ell 1rea1ed tt 1hile in the hospital. I tt'as real~i· 

re_jo iced to ee hi,~1 once more for I had disdained the idea that I vi1ould 

11e,,er 111ore ee hi,r1. He has not rec·eived an.l ·pa __ i · .i'et but as pa_i,da_i· l-t ill be 

around in about a cla_\' in about t1r1 ·0 lt'eeks again, he "ill receive the f u/1 
an1o u111 due hit11 at one 1i,r1e. On ton1orro~1·, [( he l1 ·ill, I vi'i/1 go to 

1\1ana .. a.s to ee Captain David Gardner, Lieutenant Henr.i Beamer23, 

a11d a.fe,i · n1o re of 111.l ac·quain1anc·ej· in that Con1pan_i ·. The_l ' hai1e been at 

ana.~ as.for so111e 1i1·0 or three cia_}'S, an.d no doubt I ii ill have a ga; tin1e 

i1itl11l1en1~for a.fe~-i · hours a1 least. In m.1 next I \l\.'ill gi,1e .l'0U an ac·count of 

111..,1 , i it to the ga.1 ho_l . 

a111 E, an ends hi be t respec·ts to .l'0u and sa_}'S he is ii·ell and in the 

l1eigl11 of en_Jo.,11nen1 in Can1p. The boi·s of our Con1pan.l· are all i1:ell but 

011e, a11d he i fast rec'O \'ering and i1 ill oon be on the dut~i list among his 

fe//0\1 l"0111rade.s in Ca111p and peedil_i· n1a_J' it be. The fourth of Ju~i ,1,ill 

0011 111ake it appearar1ce at11ong us· and ii e propo e giving hi,11 a hard_i 

receprion a11d clue l1i1,1 re\1ere,1l·e in ajo \1ial 111anner. H o ~i· do .. i ·ou intend to 

pe,zd 1/1e cla.1 ? Old Abe Lincoln pas ed here, on the c·ar s, _i ·esterda_i, on his 

\\ a; to 1ana a .. \·, 10 pa.J· General f c D oi, e//24 a \ isit, ancl did not think 

\1 or1l1 l1i .. ,; \i J1ile to (·all on tJ5' . 1\ 'e\1er 111ind, ii ·e i1 ·ill serve 1J1e o ld (--hap the 

.. Gardner and Beamer \Vere apparent!)' not in the T"relfth Ca air~', a ~ there name are 
not found in the publi hed unit ro ' ter. 

•
4 lr\'in McDo,\ell, I I -I , had commanded the nion force at fir t Bull Run 1n Julv .. 

I 61 . ;\ ftcr the defeat he remained in Virginia commanding ~ucce 1vel a corps in the 
1\ rm)' of the Potomac. the rm)' of the Rappahannock, and the Third orp in the Arm)' 
of \ ' irginia . I l e \S.d\ criticized for hi ervice in the econd Bull Run an1pa1gn of 
Jul)'-1\ ugu t 1 62 and relie ed from command. McOo\l.1ell later commanded the 

epartment of the Pacific. 
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same sf,i, trick ¾'hen we pass through Washington once again . ... 
Well Jennie night is fast passing away and the time to put out lights is 

being made known b}' the shrill tones of the bugle, and so I must, with a 
.fevt' ¾'ords more, close and bid you adieu again . ... 

John H. Black 
Order Sergeant Compan.Y G 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

Pope's Head Run Eight Miles from Manassas 
Headquarters of Compan; G 

June 26, 1862 
Dear Jennie, 
.... My duty at present is very light. It takes me but one half hour to 
perform it and the remainder of the day is at my own disposal. I have told 
you frequently about our strawberries and cherries, and do not be taken 
on surprise when I tell you that the mulberries are ripe, and that they are 
very plenty. It will not be very long anymore until our large crop of 
peaches will befit to gather and eat and we are the boys/or them. We have 
rain plenty with us. It rains about every other day . ... 

I hope that you ... have a pleasant four th of July . ... As we are 
scattered among the railroad we do not intend to have any extra time on 
that day, and so we11 have to permit it to pass away almost unnoticed. 
Jacob Walters sends his best respects to you and says hes well. Likewise 
does Sam 0. Evans. The boys of our Company are in excellent health with 
the exception of two who are unfit/or duty, and they are not dangerous. 
Our First Lieut. TS. Shannon25 has resigned and gone home to 

Philadelphia. No tears were shed when he left except a few for joy. We 
have tired of him ever since the regiment landed in Washington and we 
were not slow in telling him so he thought he had better resign and leave 
us. Milton Funk26 has been appointed to fill his place. He is the man that 

was to have it, when the Company was first organized, but through some 

. 
25Fi rst Lieutenant Thad . S. Shannon was musterd into service on February 17, 1862 for 

three years. He resigned from the service on June 25, 1862. 
26 Milton Funk was mustered into service as a private in Company G, Twelfth 

Pennsylvania Cavalry on Janaury 8, 1862. He was never promoted to first lieutenant in 
Company Gas John Black wrote, but was transferred to Company Con November 10, 
1862 and promoted to second lieutenant. Funk fell killed in action at Winchester, Virginia 
on July 24, 1864. 



• • 
OCICt V 33 -

.~·l_l 1ric·k of 1/1e caJJtai,1 l1e dici 1101 get it then, but noi1' he is all right . ... 

l ea,· Jennie, 

John H. Blac~k 
Ord. ergeanl Co111pan_}· G 
12th PennJ·i fi,ania Cavalr}' - -

Popes Head Run, 8 miles from Manassas 
Headquarters qf Compan_J, G 

Julv 1, 1862 .. 

011 _J esterdal· e\1ening I had the good fortune qf receiving anS¾'ersfrom 
_l 'Oll to four letter a,1d Oh! 'tt)hat an amount of ne~s I then had and that 
\t elc·o111eli rec·ei, ,ecl too, and so toda_JJ J ,nust get to \,i'Ork and ansi1-1er all at 

011e 1i111e. Glad tidings to me it is that _l'0U are still in good health, but 
so111eho,i or other l'0U till sai that i'ou are discontented and down-- . . 
hearted ancl 1hink .i ou ¾ ill ren1ai,1 .,;o, o long as I remain in the army. Pit; 
for) ou but it can not be helped e pecialf,i, at the present . ... 

I a111 not , urpri ed to hear of people thinking that 1,1'e are married if you 
keep ;1our elf as c·lo e as .. l'0U a_v, \,Vhich no doubt ) 'OU do but just let them 
talk and think a.. the_i'plea e and also do as the_i please. It requires time to 
cli clo~~e all thing , and o \1 ·hat benefit c·an the_}' gain b.,i' judging. I don't 
I hi11k that an_l' of the,11 i1'ould either gain or lose b )' it !f \.t e ¾'ere married or 
s·hoi,ld e,}en l1appen to be at o,ne future da.i. Do Jou not think so.? You 
111a_J tl1ink I a_} a great deal upon that subject, but .iou must recollect I am 
/Jrone to uc·h error , a11d if I hould peak be_l'Ond bounds, ivh_J-' }ust _l'OU 
clear Je1111ie e.~c·u e me for m .. i·fol(i· and ne.:r:t time I" ill be better . ... 

Yoz, ha,·e o o_ften a ked i1 hat 11-'a tl1e ,natter i1·ith Jacob Walters. The 
ciol·tor a.1 it i1 a the cl1ronic bronchitis, cau ed b_i· prac·ticing on the 
bi,gle. He l1a quit pla_ving the bugle bec·au5·e he c~an not tand it. Well dear 
Jen11ie a.s tl1i i 4 our 111u/;tering da_J· and I a,n kept i 1er;· bu _,i· on !;uc·h da_}'S I 
\\ ill a k l a i, to e.,c·uJe thi horr and ha ll' letter . ... 

Dear Je1111ie 

• 

John 

Pope ' Head Run, n1iles from Manassa 
Headquarters of Con1pan_i· G 

12th Pennsl /\Jania Ca\·alr1 
• • 

Juli 5, 1862 
• 

... . I 0111i111/1e 111icl 1 [ of] 1J1e be t l1ea/1h I e,·er en1oi·ed, I belie\ e I ne\1er 
-~ It /1ealtl1ier 1/1011 I a,11 at pre enr. TI1e 41/1 i past and gone, 111aki11g the 
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second one that I spent in the service of Uncle Sam. And the Lord above 
only knows how many more I will be called on to spend ere this rebellion is 
crushed. I hope they will be few. I spent the day in Camp for the simple 
reason that the Captain and Lieutenant27 went away in the morning and 
left me in charge of the Camp, and consequently I could not leave. Some 
of the ''upper ten,, of Washington and Alexandria went to Manassas in the 
cars and had a grand picnic and there is where the head of officers of our 
Company were to be found. I understand they had quite a magnificent 
and pleasant time of it, while I was doomed to wile away the day in this 
lonely and almost desolated camp on that day, as most of the boys were 
gone. 
Sunday morning July 6, 1982, Dear Jennie, 

I did not get my letter finished yesterday evening and so I will endeavor 
to complete it this monring. The sun in shining very hot upon us today. 
This is about the hottest day we have had since we were here, and I don't 
imagine how it could be any hotter if it would try. The only talk with us is 
how the great battle at Richmond will end, and which of the great Armies 
will come off victorious. 28 I am still under the impression that McClellan 

will gain the day and by that the war will soon close, and all soldiers be 
permitted to return to their dear and beloved homes with the honor of 
having crushed one of the wildest rebellions that ever cursed a nation since 
the sun first sent forth its light upon the earth. 

Your speaking of picnics and parties makes me wish I were there to 
attend them,/ or you are well aware that I am a lover of such things, but as 
I know I can't be there, I take the world as it comes and enjoy myself with 
it. Jacob Walters and Sam Evans send their best respects to you. 

Give Sue m;,1 love and tell her to persevere and continue on persevering 
with Sk}'les, 29 and she may eventually win him over to her kind graces and 
true affections. That is I say she may, not knowing whether she can or not. 
I think that all young men like Skyles that have or pretend to have the 
good of their beloved country at heart as always true and loyal Americans 
should have, should at once answer the call of the Governor and the 
President for more troops and show their loyalty by falling into the ranks 
and enlist under the Stars and Stripes of their country. So long as there is 

27The captain of Company G was Adam Hartman, mustered in on February 17, 1862 
and discharged on July 21, 1863. It is unclear which lieutenant Black was referring to. 

28 Black was writing about the Peninsula Campaign, Major-General George B. 
McClellan's attempt to capture Richmond during the early summer of 1862. 

29Sue was either a friend or relative of Jenny while Skyles was Sue's sweetheart. His 
hesitency to enlist was a constant source of aggravation for John Black. 
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a,1 ene111.J atnong ai111ing at the destruction of Independence, so long 
. l1oulcl all loi al n1en c·ontinue to be soldier . For~ here is the true Unionist -
1}1a1 i\ ou/d i~;i. h to li\1e in thi c~ountr; '4'hen the tars and Stripes should 
fail to i1,a\1e over him. 

Dea,· Jennie, 

Your devoted friend 
John 

Popes Head Run, Virginia 
Headquarters of Compan;) G 

12th Pennsylvania Cavalry' 
Julv 10, 1862 

• 

. . . . o _i'ou pent the four th at home in quietude, and about the ame 
\.\ 'Gl it \.\1G pa ed avt'a.J b.i' me as .J'OU 1,1,1i// plain!; see in the letter sent to 

_l ou ome four da_v ago. I had a good reason for spending it in the wa __ v I 
did,f or¾ hen a per on is acting oldier, he does on(J' as he can, and not all 
1l1e 1i111e as he v.1ould desire. Still I vt·as content,for I c·onsider I was/ ully as 
i,,ell off a the.\·¾ ho l,t'ent a¾'a)' ear(J in the morning and did not return to 
can1p until three or four hours after the sun had gone down behind the 
it e tern mountain . 

We l1ave been ~r'ing here in the pre ent camp so long a/read; that we 
J1a,1e a/mo ,t come to the decided and.fixed c~onclusion that we will stay for 
a c·on iderah/e longer lime, and in vie,1' of that belief, on yesterda;, hot as 
1l1e dal i1·a , ,i,e got 10 Y.. 'o,·k and built a ver.v nice oven and calculate to get 
a baker a11ti then ha\'efresh bread all the time 1,1,'e will be permitted to stay. 
But I ,1 ould not be a partial surprised, if b;' the time ive have all things in 
good ii orking order, that an order ,1 ill reach us from the War Department 
to pull up take andfor¾'ard n1arch to son1e ne¾' destination,fora oldier 
knoi1 not one da.l, "here the ne t da; "ill.find him. One thing is certain 
ii e are all the 1i111e read_ for an.} order , that ma.J and can be issued.for us 
a~ ~ oldier . For \t'e are here for dut;· and ~ ill obe~i at all hazards . ... 

John H. Black 

Pope' Head Run, Virginia 
8 miles from Manas as 

• 

Headquarter of Compan.,i· G 
12th Penns) J\,ania Ca\,alr; 

Dear Je1111i , Ju(~ 20, 1862 

0,1 .le terda; e\ e11ing l1ortl; hef ore nigl1tfa//, I had the pleasure of 
a11orl1er, er_ inrere ting letter from _i ou, and I~, as plea ed to hear that _i1ou 
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still class _} ourself among the health_i' but I am at the same time compelled 
to give you the sorrowful ne¾'S that it is not m_},' good fortune to be ¾'ell, 
but am classed among the sick and unfit for dut}', and have been so for 
three days past, but hope that it may not continue long in that "''a_i'. M.i' 

disease is not a ver;'fatal one but it is real unhand.}' and troublesome. It is 
nothing short of the earache in its tt•orse stage. It is so ver_v painful that I 
can not sleep and have not slept a moment for the last l~'o nights and as 
yet it is no better but I rather think the healing v.. 1ill break before night and 
then all will be alright. M_l-' ear swelled ver_y much but I am bound to bear it 
patiently a fe'v1' da_ys _yet. 

Our boys are kept very' busy since we received the horses30, and I am 
slightly inclined to believe that our eas; times are about at an end and that 
we will have an}' amount of duty to perform. /further think we will soon 
be called awa} from our present and delightful camp and be sent to some 
post further South,for no~' i-t'e are well infull; equipped and nothing to 
hinder us from being called out immediate(y and placed in a more 

• • • precarious pos1t1on . ... 
The weather is very' warm and the sweat rolls very fierce/}' down the 

cheeks of the soldiers, especial(y when called out on drill. . . . 
My best love to you 
John 

Pope's Head Run 8 miles from Manassas 
Headquarters of c.,ompany G 

12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
July 24, 1862 

Dear Jennie, 
As I wrote you a letter a few da_}S ago telling you that I was not well, I 

must no"'' give .vou the good news that the ''earache'' is now over and that I 
am once more classed among the healthy of Company G and trust that it 
ma;' al¾'ays be my good luck to give you such news. It is no very pleasant 
thing to be sick at home, but far more unpleasant to be sick and in Camp 
and at the same time I have no reason to complain of sickness for the 
Ruler of all earthly and heavenly things has dealt very lenient with me so 
far. Many others are afflicted for months after months while my term is of 
short duration here. 

30 A history of the Twelfth Cavalry notes that "it was past the middle of July before the 
command was mounted, and little progress had been made in training and discipline, 
before active operations commenced." (Bates, 3: 1143). 
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011 .,·e. terda., a_(te,~noo,1 1l1e ap1ain and Lieutenant' ¾ ives arrived in 
a111p a11d prlJfJOsed .sojourning 'r\'ith i, for l\l\ 'O \A.'eek .. ~. It had a tendenc·.►' 

t(J 111ake 1l1e ti1 ·0 o.lJ1l·er put on their unda_,i· face and look quite 
/Jlea~·ant, hu1 JJoor.fello\v • like m;· e!f ¾'ho are in the single list, had no 
,1 ,i, e ro c·all to ·ee u , and o 1-1'e are c·ompelled to ¾}ile ai,va.J' our times in 
ca111p ,,.. ithout uc·h .io.J'ous n1eetings on sul'h occ·asions. But till '4'e are 
c·ot11e111 ,i ith 1l1e \t'orld and take 1hing as the;' present them elve to the 
J1i1111a11 eJ'e, ancl al the an1e time cast our c·are in Providence and trust to 
1l1e dark and h1clclen future, and time ¾'ill reveal all thing to u . 

i11( .. e i1 ·e ha\'e rec·ei\1ed our hor e , ive are kept ver.,v bu J' at drill. We 
J1a, ·e tori e in the 1i1orning at 4 o '(:lock and traight ¾ a; repair to the stable 
ancl attet1d to oi.,r ponie , curr_v,feed and ¾ 1ater and then to drill. But we 
110,\' l1ai e the c·on olation of drilling on horseback, [and] ¾'e will soon be 
/Jl~epat·ed to 111 0 \ ,e farther outh and meet the rebel , l--1 ith powder, lead 
a,1cl cold tee/. If i1 e hould be o \er.~ unfortunate as to have to retreat 
u11cler ul·h c·ircu,,1 lance . 1-1·e have the con olation of having horse that 
i\·ill c·arr.i· u~s !:ipeedil;· to the de ired point. 

1 uppo there,:~ quite an e citement in little Blair Count; about these 
1i111e • in regard to enli ting, ince the Pre ident has made demands/or four 
hu11dreci tl1ou and neii troop , I hope that if the_i do not get to work and 
enroll their na,ne i111mediate(l' and/all into rank to a sist in defending the 
IJ lo, ed c·on.stitution of our Count.,i\ thal theJ-' ma;' be drafted and ma1be 
l'OJ11pelled to fall in a true /o;·al soldier~· of the Star and Stripe of their 
c·ot1nt1·.,1 .31 There are an_i,· amount of )'Oung n,en in Blair County that I 
it·oultl lo, ,e to hear o.f n1ade 10 go and handle the n1usket to quell the 
r bellio11, jor the 111ore oldie,,. ¾'e have the ooner the \A.lar will be over, 
ancl if k.~·le hrink fro111 the present call I ii ill regard him as one ¾'ho is 
1101 a true lo_i~al ('itizen at heart,for I can not ee 1-1h.,i under the sun an.~ 
_,·our1g 111an (~a,1 ta_i· at home, \.1 hen hi c·ountr_} is all the time calling ¾'ith 
111igl11 and n1air1for hi help. hame! hame.'.' home.'!! on all }'Dung men 
\\/10 i, ill ra.i· at ho111e and think that life is dearer than a land of Libert_}'. 

1.l 1110110 i gi\1 1r1e freedo,n though it c·o t ,nan • live and if I should not 
b pared 10 e11ioJ' it after the l11ar i o,1er, I till have the blessed 
c·o,1 ola1io11 of being one a,nong the number ,i·ho o nobl_y volunteered 10 

gai,1 ii. To l·ru h ti1i • rebellion it tt·ill.i·et co t 1l1e blood of rnan~l, and many 
roo l\ /10 \\ ill not b forgotten/or ,nan.J ) ears after. But far better for tho e 
\\ l10 are at ho111e to be.friend and relati\'es· in battling freedom, tha11 to 

31 In the ummer o I 6-. Pre ident Lincoln ailed for a ne\\ quota of enli tee to put 
do,s.'n the rebellion. 
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have l_})ranny with its destroying hand and to rule over such a heaven 
~favored country like this . ... 

I take the favored liberty of signing myself 
your ever devoted and truly affectionate 
friend and ever will remain so. 
John 

Popes Head Run, Virginia 
Headquarters of Company G 

12th Pennsylvania Cav. 
July 28, 1862 

Dear Jennie, 
This evening I had the pleasure of receiving your letter and it gave me 

an}' amount of very good news and now I will answer it. My candle is 
burning and one of my comrades is doing his utmost to disturb me/or the 
simple reason that I disturbed him a few evenings ago, but he may do his 
best and he can not keep me from my dut}'. I am glad to hear that you are 
well and now I have the good news to send you that I am as well as ever 
and have at last gotten entirely rid of that troublesome earache . ... 

News is very scarce with us. We are put down to 6 hours hard drilling 
each da_}' and have three months set as our time to prepare for active 
service at which time we will be very well prepared. Our horses do not 
mind firing much. It is an easy matter to go in full gallop a11dfire off a 
pistol or a carbine. Our boys are very apt riders, not one has been thrown 
off yet while on drill and the horses will soon understand the sound of the 
bugle and commands as well as we do. I never thought that horses would 

learn so fast. I delight in drilling with horses and would not on condition 
be in an infantry regiment. 

Our boys are all well and getting along swimmingly well and are as jolly 
as so many bees. If any of the boys in the neighborhood with whom I am 
acquainted should happen to enlist under the new call of soldiers, please 
let me know. You asked me about Henry and Barney Engle. 32 Barney is 
with us yet and is well, but Henry walked off tA.Jithout permission on the 
15th of July and I received a letter from him since dated July 21st, at which 
time he was in Philadelphia, and said he would be at home in a day or two. 
All I can tell him is that he had better soon return to this Company or he 
will be marked a deserter and sent after, which fact will teach him a lesson 

32 Henry Engle was mustered into service in Company G on January 8, 1862, for three 
years. He died in Annapolis, Maryland on August 12, 1863. 
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11o r 10 go aivaJ· again i1/ithout leave. Barne.i1 is verJ,' uneas.~· about hin1 and 
k11oi,· not ,vhat to think o.f his father 's proceeding . You n1a.,i tell Mrs. 

11gle as muc-h of thi as ) 'OU think proper and all if .i'ou please . ... 
It i.~ \'er) i1 ·arn1 ¾ ith u , a/n1ost too \!\'arm to go out on drill, but still ¾'e 

111u.st go ~·hen the bugle .sounds ii'e would not be c·onsidered true 
·o/clier . . . . 

Dear Je1111ie, 

John of Compan_J' ''G'' 

Pope's Head Run, Virginia 
Headquarters of Company G 

12th Pennsylvania Cavalr} 
• • 

August 17, 1862 

.. .. I J·till ha,,e n1; nan1e enrolled among the large list of health; soldiers, 
an<l I l1ope that it ,na.l· continue m;'pri,,i/ege to report so,for soldiering is 
not , er.i· l1ard i1 hen health i posses ed, but hard, hard indeed is it for the 
oldier i, he11 he heco,ne afflicted and has to be dragged from one hospital 

to another, and led to endure it all. The bo;·s of our Compan.}' are in 
e.;, cellent health, and in e:x:1,·aorclinar.i good pirits, and at the ame time 
eager to perforn1 an.}' di,t.J' or order in1posed upon them. To be among 
u<·h an obedient set o.f n1en gi\1e a person great satisfaction. I must in 

c.iut ; ~ 10 the bo.i· a_l· that the.1· obe_i· through respect and need not through 
fear . .. 

e are at t/1e 5a111e identical can1p .i·et, that i-i·e have spent the last three 
111011tl1J· i,1, and no orde,·s let to lea,Je, but I rather think the da}' and J1our 

• • 

1s 11ear at ha11d \then order it'ill be i ued.for U ~'> to pack in and or11r1'ard 
1,1arc·h. It i 111.l ' c·a11dicl opinion that ere another unda_i' n,orning s sun 

/1ed'i_fo r1/1 hi refulgent raJ'!i, that ii ·e i\ ill be 111an.i n1ilesfi·om here and the 
Lord k11oi1 i, here. Re;11en1ber thi is onl.i· supposition on m.i· part, and I 

JJra_) 1/1a1 it 111a_i· be o. We ha\'e been here o long that a c·hange o.f place in 
111_)' es 1i111atio11. \i ould he (01· the better·, and so ?f .i·ou hould rel·eive n1.) 
11e .. ,·1 I rter_(,·0111 a clifferent office do not be the least a/arn1ed on r11.J part. 

/1 gi, e • 111e great p lea l.Jre 10 hear of.so 111an.i of the ho.i·s co,ning out in 
tl1e l10 11r o.f our c·ou111r_) '5·peril, a11d I e, er ~}1all hold 1/1e1n i,1 rert1emb1·ance 
for tlzei,· /Jatrioti ·111. 1V!_i · pra_1 er i that the_,. 111a_J' 5·hort~l· be pern1itted to 
,·e ri,1·11 J10111e \\ i1l11}1e great ati _faction of l1aving it to a _l 1J1at tl1e_i' a sisted 
i11 qL,elli11g 1l1e 1110 t outrageoi-, rebellio11 1}1a1 e,,er cli. graced a nation.33 

.John Blac \\ a referring to the ne \\' Penn\yf,,ania regiment ra1 ed under Pre 1dent 
incoln ~ nc\\ call for troop 
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What under the sun can be the reason why Skyles does not take courage 
enough to come out a defender of the Union. I think I must stamp him 
with the infamous name of a coward and just what he deserves, if he still 
remains at home. Why cannot he come out nobly and say without a 
faltering voice, ''/ love my country better than my life,'' and if need be to 
Sifffer death for the Flag to wave over our nation in peace and 
harmony . ... 

A trainload of the new soldiers passed through here this forenoon and 
more are expected today. I understand that all the new troops will be 
immediately brought to Virginia to drill and relieve the guards along the 
railroad, so that we who have been in service for so long already will be 
moved farther on, to some more important post . ... 

John 

Popes Head Run, Virginia 
Headquarters of Company G 

I 2th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
August 20, 1862 

Dear Jennie, 
.... On, Monday morning last we received orders to pack up immediately 
and report on horseback at Manassas. We were not long in obeying the 
command, so that by 10 o'clock we reported ready for duty. We then got 
orders to march to Leesburg, 60 miles from Manassas, and by the time we 
were about starting on our long march, our orders were countermanded 
and we [were] ordered to wait an hour longer for further orders to come. 
We then impatiently waited for the hour to pass by in order to be apprised 
of the new order, when lo! and behold! the hour glided by and we received 
the unlooked for orders to march back to Camp and make preparations 
to be ready to march at an hours warning and so we have been lying ever 
since awaiting orders. As yet none have reached us, nevertheless we have 
to stick close to Camp and not go out of the sound of the shrill tones of the 
bugle. 

I have no idea in the least where we will be destined when we leave here, 
and know not when we will leave, maybe not for weeks yet, and maybe 
tomorrow noon. You can easily see by that, the uncertainty of the soldiers 
destination. But let the orders come, we are here ready and willing to obey, 
both through duty and respect, for it is our delight to be moving about 
from place to place. Jennie I would say to you as a friend indeed, not to 
place any confidence in any vague report that may be passing around 
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tl1rough 1l1e c·ou11tr_i and trust that _fron1 111e .1·ou sJ1all re(·ei\Je a true 
Gl'l'Ou11t o_/·1J1ing as 1he1· reall.1· tra11spire ancl that 100 as o_ften a5· an.l thing 
11ei, take plac·e 111 Ca111p, a .. an.i · neii· 1r10 , 1e n1ade. 
. . . . o 1hat Jello it of a k.~·le5' has retz1rned_fron1 Harri burg and c·ould 
110 1 ha,,e heart enough to enli t and houlder a mu ket in defense o_f a 
('Ountr.1 that ga\1e hin1 lihert.1·. ilent c·ontetnpt i all! ha,1e on hi case, and 
r l1 at I I hi 11 k i sufficient. . . . 

John 
Dire('/ as be( ore .. 

he Twelfth, period of plea ant light dut came to an abrupt end in 
ugu "t l 62 with the opening of onfederate General Robert E. Lee 
econd Ma a ~ Campaign. After pu hing nion Major-General 
eorge B. c lellan A1 rn of the Potomac back from the gate of 

Richmond earlier that ummer in the bloody Penin ular Campaign~ Lee 
then mo ed hi arm)' northward again t another Union army under 

ajor-General John Pope. 

n ugu t 26 the Twelfth Cav'alr wa ordered to cout for the enemy 
in the icinit of White Plain . Company G wa left behind to guard 
P pe 1 Run, while part of another compan and the Eleventh ew York 

rtillerj defended ana a it elf. With Colonel Pierce ill, Major Dariu 
itu ommanded the regiment during the en uing campaign.34 

On the e ening of the twent - ixth Confederate under A.P. Hill 
att eked ana a and, after a ~ harp encounter" di per ed the mall 
force left to def end the to n. The main bod of the Twelfth found it elf 
trapped bet een Bri toe and Mana a b)' onfederate troop under 
Thoma .. tone all~ Jack on. One ource tate that Titu 44determined to 
cut h1 \ a through~ or ell h1 command at a e ere rebel co t,' hile 
another claimed that the ajor' cho[ e] the altemati e of a Chargen and 
attempted to e. cape. In either e\'ent, the regiment w~ decimated by the 
Rebel ~ lo ing "-60 men in killed, \.\- Ounded , mi ing, and captured.35 

34 711e i ar of 1J1e Rebellio,1: a C on1pila1io11 of 1/1e Of[rc1al Rel·ord of the Union a,1d 
01ifedera1e Ar1>1ie, ( a ~h1ngton. D .: Go ernment Printing Office. I 0-1901). ene 

\ ' ol . 1-, Part 2. p 6 0 (hereafter OR \1lilh appropriate ene . \Olume and part number ): 
Bate~ : l I 4~-1I44: and la\lor, 170-1 I . 

• 

lb,d . .. , [ etermi ned" quote from Bate 3: I 144: .. lternative" quote from Ta lor. 170. 
~ ee al,o Ed\\'ard J . tac ·pole, Fro,11 ( 'edar f <Ju11rai11 ro A 111ieIa,11 (Harn burg: The 

tac • pole om pan}\ J 9 9). pa im. 
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The remnants of the unit retired towards Alexandria where Major 
James A. Congdon, who was temporarily in command because Major 
Titus was believed captured, reported the disaster to General McClellan. 
The next day the Twelfth was ordered to cross the Potomac River and 
patrol the north bank from Chain Bridge to Edwards Ferry. They 
continued this duty for the following month.36 

John H. Black was among those captured during the confused fighting 
around Manassas, although it is unknown exactly when and where he fell 
into Confederate hands. He and a number of his comrades were 
apparently quickly paroled by the Rebels. This practice was common 
during the early years of the war. Prisoners were often paroled by their 
captors under oath that they would not fight again until properly 
exchanged. Black and his fellow parolees then travelled to Camp Parole 
Maryland a facility established to house paroled prisoners waiting to be 
exchanged. He would stay there until December 1862 when he was 
formally enchanged.J7 

Camp Parole 
Annapolis, Md. 

September 17, 1862 
Dear Jennie, 

Once more a highly welcome letter from you to me has made its 
appearance on my rough board table for since I am here I have made a 
table such a one as it is too. I was better pleased today in receiving a letter 
from you than I have ever been, on account of being so long without any 
news from you, and so now f 01· an answer, such as it would be. 

Jennie it is highly delightful and cheering news to me to hear that our 
folks from home called on you and paid you a visit, and further that you 
say you are going out to see them. Just such news as that, is what I glory in 
hearing and my advice is continue on acting same thing and you will 
please me very much. I am in good health yet and rejoice to hear that you 
are well. 

It was nothing more than I expected to hear that news would go home 
that I was killed, but I was more fortunate than that although I was among 
the very unfortunate. It is not any ways lonesome here,for there are any 
amount of paroled prisoners here. The full amount in Camp so near as I 
can ascertain is about 8,000 altogether maybe more and I am sure no less. 

36fbid.; also OR, Series I, Volume 12, Part 3, 692, 695-696, 722, 753, 790. 
37/bid. 
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We l1a,1e 110 ig11 of heing e.xchanged i'et and.fear are ascertained that vt 'e 
l\ ill J1a,,e to ta.}· l1e1·e un1il the it·ar is over. Ohl What a pit.i I a;. 

/11 1l1e letter / 11'rote .i'ou a feit da.l\S' ago I said that there l-1:as some 
1;1·obabilit.J o.f 111e getti11g a.furlough, bu! I c·an not s·ucc'eed and so I have 
gi,'en i,p, and it ill J1a,,e to c·o11ten1 n1_i\.fie!f i1 ith sta}'ing here until further 
01·de1·s· anci 1l1at 111a.i· not be until the c·lose of tl1e ~i'ar. One thing I can sa_i' 
1/1a1 i1 l~ li,,e i1 ·ell here and ha,,e ga_J' ti,nes doing nothing and expect to be at 
1l1at for so,ne 1i1ne. Gi,,e ,n_i ' love to Lue and Sue and remember me to 
_) 0 L11· 11101l1er and tell tl1e111 I an1 \,\'ell and getting along ver.i· ¾'ell for a 

• 

/Jr1 011e1·. 
01l1i11g 111ore as I have no ,nore neii·s. So good-bJ1efor this time 'rt'ith 

111 i· he~·t /o\1e to _i·ou a ,n_i· tru/.i' dearest friend I possess upon earth. 
You,· frie11d indeed a .. '; tru(i· a ever. 

DeareJt Frie11cl Je11n1e, 

John H. Black 
Direcl as before 

Camp Sangster or rather 
'' Camp Parole'' 

Annapolis, Mar;1/and 
September 21, 1862 

.... I a,11 till en;oi·ing \'er_}' exc~e/lenl health and o long as health remains 
l c·c111 111ake our to ("Ontent r11;·se!f in all other adversaries as well as an.} 
01/1er .'lolclier, eitl1er acti\'e or paroled. ince ! last ii·rote to ) 'OU, about 
I 1,000 111ore paroled n1en tt1ade their appearance in camp, and o .i'ou ma_J' 
i111agine 1}1a1 \t·e hai e quite a gang of u eles bo_l' here. We are all ¾'ell 
a\, are tlzat a pa,,.oleci JJrisoner is of no use to the government e.x:cept to 
d,-aii \\ age. and ra1ion a11d 1l1at i,·e are all \1.1ell at, bu1 I 1rt·ouldfar rather 
be i,1111_1· on1JJan_, ear11ing 111) \1 age and ration in doing ser,,ic·efor m.}) 
C'Ot1111r1 ·. But o it is and can't be better . 

• 

I ha\'e 110 1 recei, ed a let/er from the Co111pan.,· since I ha\1e been 
cap1urecl a11cl threfore I ca,1no1 tell ii here the_}' are and \11ho is li\1ing and 
,, ell. Ru111or are ajloa1 i11 ('a111p e\'er.l da.i· about the Compan.J· but I c·redit 
110 11 o_f t l1e report i,ntil I get the ojfi(·ial 11el1 s. In regards to am 0. Evan 

e11i11g \1 ou11clecl, I \\'OL-ild not be 1l1e least urprised, but I ne\1er heard 
a11.11l1i11g about it u111il .\ ou i\ rote to 111e about it. About Willia11'1 Gl, i11, I 
ca111101 a.) ii l1e1l1e1· l1e i killeci or 110 1. Bur 0 11e thing I ha\,e been inf orn1ed 
of b.J a 11z1111ber o.f 111e11 \\1/10111 I ('ar1 reli on confiden1iall.}·, that one of our 
111e 11 ii a foL111£i clea(l ti\ o da.J .. afrer the ba11/e. He ,iasfound about tl-i o 
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miles from Manassas, and said to have the letter G on his cap. But as to 
whom it was I am not able to say. 

I have written to the Company several times/or my descriptive list and 
some articles I have with the Company but so far I have received no 
answer. Whether the captain has received my letters or whether I am 
forgotten by them is hard for me to tell. I would very much like to hear 
from them/or I am anxious to know how they have been getting along 
since I was unfortunate enough to leave them . 
. . . . Tell Sue as she is somewhat taken with George Vaughn,38 that when 
Georgie returns at the end of nine months service to please/or the sake of 
her friend John, put off the wedding until the war is over so that I can be 
present at the grand festival, and then I will tell her the story of a Jackson 
prisoner captured on the 26th of August at midnight and of the morning 
of the 29th of August at 10 o'clock was paroled and is now encamped at 
Annapolis, Md. subject to the orders of the government. So tell her that 
when I last saw her she was single, and that I want to have the privilege of 
greeting her as a single lady still and that I anticipate having some sport of 
her wedding . . . . 

In order that you may know exactly whom of us are here of our 
Company I will give the names William K. Hollis, 39 Richard Yost, 40 

Patrick Burns, 41 Matthew Akin, 42 James Funk, 43 &rney Engle and John 
H. Black, 7 in number and no more, we are all here and not a wound on 
either one, we are all healthy. . . . 

So good by for this time while I subscribe 
myself yours for life 
John 
Address as be/ ore. 

38 Vaughn apparently served in a Pennsylvania unit that was enlisted for a nine month 
period. 

39 Private William K. Hollis was mustered into service on February 12, 1862 for three 
years, and was discharged by special order on November 20, 1865. He had previously 
reenlisted as a Veteran Volunteer. 

40 No Richard Yost is listed in the published roster of Company G, Twelfth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry. 

41 Private Patrick Byrne was mustered into service on February 14, 1862 for three years 
service, and was mustered out with the company on July 20, 1865. He had previously 
reenlisted as a Veteran Volunteer. 

42Sergeant Matthew Aiken was mustered into service on January 8, 1862 for three years, 
and was mustered out with his company on July 20, 1865. He had previously reenlisted as a 
Veteran Volunteer. 

43Private James Funk was mustered into service on February 18, I 862 for three years, 
and was discharged upon the expiration of his term of service on February 17, 1865. 
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Camp Parole 
Annapolis, Mary land 

September 27, 1862 
Dear Jennie, 
.... I am ... in \1erJ' e.~cellent health and in high spirit on account of the 
gloriou vil'torie achieved on the battlefield b} our untiring troops, under 
the gallant and e cel/ent General McClellan. Would he have been in 
l'01nmand of the la t Battle of Bull Run our army would have come off 
i 1ictoriou , but as it v\t'GS it did not,for General Pope has not had military 
e perience enough to carry on a battle like that to victory. I think it was 
high time that our government had the goodness to let McClellan direct 
the battle a he ai1' most appropriate.44 

. . . . 0\-1-' with McClellan at the head of our great army once more, I 
e -pect to hear of victor; after victory until the accursed rebels are driven 
o far outh the __ v ~•ill not have an more foothold on, [and they ] will be 

led toe claim ubmis ivel.i' la;,' down their arms and offer themselves up to 
the north as a conquered rebel crew and be willing to live under the Stars 
and tripe again. 

I don't it ant you to trouble yourself o much about us paroled prisoners 
being/ armed into companie and tran ported or rather transferred to the 
i1'e t to fight against a lawle s et of avage lndians.45 I am not in the least 
urpri ed that that report reached Jourear,for it has been rumored here to 
onze e tent, and ha al o cau ed quite an amount of dissatisfaction 

a,nong the oldier in camp. But at that point it stops,/ or it is and was only 
a rumor gotten up b_i ome per ons in purpo e to raise an excitement. 

Here "e are as paroled pri oner , and when we were paroled we had to 
gi\1e our 'A'Ord and honor and manJJ had even to take the oath that we 
,vou/d never take up arm [to] aid or abet the United States, against the 

outhern onfederac.Y· until 11-'e are regularly exchanged, and an one can 
plain/_) ee that if paroled pri oner (unexchanged) go out west and take 
up ar,n again t Indian , that the;· will be aiding our government against 
th outh,for if \rte hould go out there, wh those oldier, who are n O\.-tt' 

there i-i ould be relie\1ed and taken down outh and thereby trengthen our 
arn1ie against tl1e outh, to the amount of paroled pri oners ent west. 

ou can plainl_,1 e that uch action on our part ¾'ould be conflicting with 
our ii·ord, honor and oath, and } 'OU \i\ ell knO\t\l that uch a government as 

44 ollo ing the econd Bull Run debacle of ugu t I 62, General Mc lellan wa again 
appointed to command the a1111 ' of the Potomac. 

4 I though onfederate pri oners-of- ar would later be paroled to fight 1 ndian 1n the 
\\ t, there \\-a ne er a erious eff on to utilize nion parolee 1n a 1milar manner. 
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we have would never exact any such of a thing of us. Far be it from it, and 
so dear Jennie as you place so much confidence on »'hat ever I SG}', take m}' 
word for it that so far there are no fears of us ever taking up arms again 
until we are regularly exchanged. When that exchange take place, wh,v 
you may rest assured that instead of us going west, we will be sent to our 
Company and regiment and then whenever the regiment moves ~/h_i' there 
we will be. 

To express myself candidly I must say, that /fear that there »'ill be no 
exchange made while the war last, and oh! must I then lay in Camp doing 
nothing all the time, without having another opportunit.v of being a 
member inf u/1 of old Com pan}' G. No doubt you will laugh and say' so 
much the better of you and me, but I can't saJ' so, but surely let that all be 
as it will and no doubt it will all be/or the better. But one thing, do11 't }'OU 

trouble }'Ourself about me going West, for it is so far as I can ascertain 
nothing but a perfect hoax. So let content be yours, and rest eas}' and do 
not place any confidence in any more such reports. We are getting along 
finally in this Camp, and I am to sta}' in any Camp during the coming 
winter, I hope and trust that it will be this one, for here I can content 
myself as well as in my other Camp, under present circumstances. 

Here we get our rations as regular as clockwork. We get soft bread 
everyday in the week except on Saturda_v, and/or that daJ' we have to take 
crackers. But the bread we get/or the six da}'S, lasts us/or the week so the 
crackers are an overfiller. Every other day we get fresh beef, and plenty of 
everything else all the time, I would not wish to live better than we live 
here,/ or we have every convenience for cooking and it is a poor cook that 
can't make good meals out of the allowance we get. The only thing we 
have any reason to complain of is that the_}' are very slow in issuing 
clothing to us, but by having patience for a few days yet, we ¾1ill be clothed 
as well as we were before we were lost our extra clothing on the 
battlefield . ... 

Yours forever and ever 
John 
Direct as be/ore and it will reach me. 

Camp Parole 
Annapolis, Mar*vland 

October 30, 1862 
Dear Friend Jennie, 
.... Along with your letter came another from afriend, giving me most 
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JJai,?fi,I 11ei, 1L\\ bL1t uc/1 i 1J1e fate o_f I hi~\~ hu,·ricl lt'ar. Sergea,zt 1\;f c·Caz,lle_l', 46 

.. St'1-~£~a,11 u :1/1r, 47 and Brannan4 o_f 111.1· Co1111Janl· ii'ere killed in the last 
e11gage1,1en1 tlze Reg!. /1acl. Poor fel/o,\ 'S, so 1he_i· hai'e been ushered into 
en1er11ir_i a sac·1·if1<·e.fo1· 1/1eir <·oz,ntr.1. I did C<Jnsider it a great ,nisfortune 
\\ l1e11 I i, ·a.Y taken pri~·one,·, bi,1t 111,l fate it'as better than theirs, so I ivill 
cea.~·e 10 c·o1i1plai11 an_l ·111ore, bi11 let i1·el/ encJugh alone. 

'1i1e l1a\1e J1ad a ha,·cl tit11e of it tl1e last i,'eeks i11111 .. i1 little mess of fourteen 
111e,1, 011e of the ho.i, o.f the 111ess, a me,nber of~ Con1pan.v E, is ver;,' ill, and 
i ~\· 1101 e:rpected to /i,1e. We hai1e to be up vi ith hin1 night and da;, he is 
entirez} deranged. Hi ii·ife i here "1 ith him, she l·an1e the da_i' he took so 
hall. Poor felloi1· / i1,ish he ,i·as at home i1 here he could be better attended 
to. Lill i1·e are doing our best.for hi,n, and better cannot be expected. I do 
fee If 01· a poor soldier sick in Ca,11p.for the at ten dance is never half so as it 
i1 ould be at l10111e. Good health is a soldiers c·hoicle fortune, and I thank 
tl1e 1110 t high God that I possess such good health, ~for I have seen a 

11u111ber o.f ~sick since I l1a,,e been in the arm_i'♦ 

TJ1e 110 pita ls l1ere are.full all the tin1e, but i1'e can't expect an .. vthing els·e 
a11·1011g so n1an.l 111en as ii·e ha,1e here. Thebo.J'S of m;' Compan;1 are all 
}1 el I. . . . 

Ti111e.r; are good i11 Can1p .iet and sport a plenl_l' a L~ ever. We ha,,e a 

.fiddle, .fi.fe. 111ou1l1 organ a11d Jei11 harp in our n1ess and the;' all are in 
tz,ne. We l1a\1e a \1ariet_l· o..f n1u ic. "othing n1ore but m_i bes! love to _}OU 

,, l1ile I affi.x 111_}' 11a111e a _i'our inl·ere friend until death parts us. 
John H. Black 

Camp Parole 
Annapolis, Mar_~,Jand 

ove,nber 3, 1862 

!)ea,· Frie11d Je11nie, 
.... }"c;u appear tc) be, er_J· i1,ell pleased that an exchange of pri oner is 
''JJla.i i11g oi,r '' a11d it cloe 1101 urpri~ .. e 111e in tl1e least, for I knoi-i .i'ou that 
i\ ell to judge 1J1a1 .. Jou are hone I in it too, and It.lo not blan1e .1·ou at all. 

till I ,i oulclfar rather go back to tl1e regi111ent then ta_i here, but since I 

46 Pri,,atc \\1illiam Mc aulle, \\1a -- mu tered into er\'ice on Februar 5, I 62 for three 
• ¥ 

)'Car . and ,va .. n1u tered out \1lith hi " company on Jul)' 20 .. J 65 .. ha\'ing pre\1iou l)' 
rccnlt ted a a \ 'eteran \ 'olunteer. 

f>ri,,att: John l_ehr \\'a "' mu tered into ')Cf\tce on Januar)' , I 62 for three years. He 1 

not li ced on tht: unit, mu ter-out roll. 
4 Pri,,,c1tc ·1noma Brannan \\'a "' mu tred into ervice on Februar)' 5. I 62 for three }'ear . 

He i not ho\\'n on the unit· muster-out roll. 
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know it can't be did, why I am content, for I always feel contented and 
hope I always may . I am in good health and prospering as finely as any use 
in a Camp of Paroled Prisoners. 

As winter is about setting in, we have made preparations/ or it, we have 
fixed our quarters as com/ ortable as possible. We bought a cook stove a 
fe w days ago and put it in our well arranged kitchen and now we are 
get ting up our meal according to the taste of all the Squad. We live well 
these days. We have milk in our coffee every meal, we get it at the ''trifling'' 
price of IO cents per quart. We draw molasses from the government and 
we take a notion to have a little butter, we go up to the Sutlers and buy it at 
the ''moderate'' price of 30 cents per pound . .. . 49 

John H. Black 

Camp Parole 
Annapolis, Mary land 

December 1, 1862 
Dear Jennie, 

We have packed up all our affairs and will leave here in about an hour 
from this. The Capt. is here already for us and say they will take us to the 
regiment. I am in good health and in great spirits, and you need not 
answer this until you hear from me again, which I hope will be in a few 
days, and that too from the Company . My respects to all and my love to 
you. 

Yours forever and ever. 
John H. Black 

Soldiers Retreat50 

Washington D. C. 
December 3, 1862 

Dear Jennie, 
About 15 minutes after I wrote that letter to you telling you we would 

soon leave, we left the old camp and marched to the station. There we put 
up in tents until yesterday morning at 5 o'clock, when we got aboard the 
train and by nine we were safely landed in the City of Washington. We 
were then marched into the large eating room where we partook 

49Sutlers were private businessmen who followed Civil War armies, selling goods and 
foodstuffs normally not avajlable to private soldiers, although usually at an inflated price. 

50T he Soldier's Retreat served food and provided shelter for servicemen passing through 
the capital. It was located near the Washington railroad depot. 
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plentif ul(l' of bread, cold ham and hot coffee. After that was over we 
rr1arched to the barrack and are nott' in a large and comfortable room 
ii ith a huge rove in it. 

Hov. long i,·e ii ill remain here is hard to tell. It is here we must be f u/1 
c~lothed and equipped/or the battlefield. I have an idea that we will leave 
¾ ithin JO da;· at lea I and the ooner the better,for my aim and desire is to 
be ~11ith the bo .. i in the compan;' at the earlie t period possible. I am still in 
e cellent health and am prettJ' bu y too, as it requires some writing and 
running around to get along as ordered. The Captain is vt.'ith us and as 
cle, er a a ba ket of chip . He treat me like a brother, and is in a hurry to 

b k . 51 get u a(' again . ... 
Fir t Sergeant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 
I 2th Pennsylvania CavalrJ' 
Soldier's Retreat 
Washington, D. C. 

Soldier's Retreat 
Washington, D. C. 

December 12, 1862 
Dear Jennie, 
.... I ~1 ill ii·rite again a oon as convenience will a/lo¾, which "''ill be 
after m _i arrival v.'ith the regiment. We are still putting up in this 
abo111inable cit.l', and I am in good hopes that vt'e Yv'ill oon leave. The 
orcler ju t came in that ~·e are to start on our line of march on SundaJ/ 
r11orning next. it'e it'ill then ha\1e I 56 1rzile 10 ride until we arrive to the 
IO\\ n of &1/1, 1\1organ Co., Virginia, where the regiment i noi1l encamped 
and doing dut.i·, and it i the general belief that "'e ¾1ill taJl there during the 
i1 i11t r. and if so i, ·e "ill no doubt become acquainted be/ ore vt'e leave. In 
1}1i.\ c·itj I ii'ould not like to spend m}' da.i , for I have a might.Y poor 
opinio,1 of the place. Fei1' harder place are to be found an.1,'where in the 
l ·11itecl tale . 

Barne.l L till ii·ith u and is in good health and soi .J'our humble friend 
and good health, that i 1n_l· elf and al o in good pirit and in e pectations 
of 0011 ha\ i11g a happ_i· 1nee1ing "ith the bo;· of mJ' Compan.}, and God 
011(1 k11oi, · \\ h n I ii'ill be pern1itted to ha,,,e a happ_i' meeting Y•:ith .l ou. 

till I 1ri1 t 1}1011J1e 1i111e i peedi(1 pa ing b.i· and oon the last battles¾ ill 

1 Black\\' either referring to dam Hartman. the original commander of ompan1 G .. 
or Patn • H. Mc teer .. \\ ho \\.a promoted to captain on December 22 .. I 63. 
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be over and the soldiers be winding their way to their homes which are 
dear to them, and to their friends that are ever dear to them .... 

John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
Hancock, Maryland 

1863 

The year had been an active and not terribly successful one for the 
Twelfth Cavalry. For most of the remainder of the w~r, the regiment 
would serve in the Lower Shenandoah Valley. The warfare here was very 
different than in the major theater of the war. It consisted primarily of 
scouting patrol, and guard missions against an elusive foe. Confederate 
guerilla or partisan units roamed the region particularly at night. While 
they were seldom drawn into pitched battle, the Valley was the scene of 
innumerable ski1·1nishes and ambushes.52 

Karneysville, Va.53 
On the Baltimore & Ohio R. Road 

Camp Owl's Misery 
January 8, 1863 

Dear Jennie, 
Snow has been flowing pretty freely all day and the weather is pretty 

cold for once, and has a tendency to make soldiers sit pretty close to the 
tent stoves. Our quarters are pretty comfortable . ... 

No news of any importance with us, for we hear of no Rebels being 
about our outposts. But there is no telling how soon they may show their 
grey clothes on our path . .... 

528ates, 3: 1144-1146. 

John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Virginia address at present 

53 Keameysville, West Virginia was located on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
southwest of Shepherdstown and northwest of Charles Town. 
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Dear Jennie, 

51 

Karne_l'Svil/e, Va. 
Camp Oit l's Mi erJ' 

January' 16, 1863 -

.... B.i the heading of the letter _,i·ou it ill learn that I am still at the same 
old p/a(·e. MJ · health and so forth, same as usual. Mud and rain is 
abi,nclant and our Camp ,·sin an 1niserab/e plight. Mud is deep and plent.,i 
to spare. rill i11e soldiers take it all as cool as a ''cucun1ber ''in harvest time. 
0,1 laJ,t e\ ening it1e receii1ed n1arching orders, 10 leave this morning at 6 
o 'cloc'k, but the ti111e arrii1ed the orders l1'ere countern1anded and so ¾'e are 
still here .}·et. Our dut.,v is not getting an_i lighter _vet, but ¾ 1e are the bo_}'S to 
stand it . ... 

The .. igns and times o far do not have a tendencri to close this horrible 
\A.'ar, and God onl_i' knoi1' \A. hen it ¾'ill end. The sooner 1he better for 
e\1er.i'bod~l· I ii·ould sa_i. . . . You speak o_( people sleighing. We have no 
.rno\i', and if ~'e had ii'e could not sleigh/or the reasons that ¾'e have no 
sleigh anci (~ould 110 1 get per111is .. ~ion either. If.i'ou get an)' opportunitJ' of 
taking a 5·/eighride be ure and take ad,,antage of it, and enjo_i, _1,,'ourself, 
a11d I ii ill.find no .fault in the least . ... 

M1 Dear Friend Je11nie, 
• 

I sign m;'se/f ever .i'our 
John H. Black 
Con1pan.l' G 
12th Pa. Ca,,. 
Martinsburg, Virginia 

Kernei,s,,ille, Va . 
• 

Februar}} 18, 1863 
• 

About ten n1inu1e ago, the mail carrier <·an1e into m_J Lent andfound 
,11e all alone, and said to ,ne ''John, I ha,1e a letter.for _i·ou and it is.from 
J our' Duck' too,, ancl on rec·ei\1i11g it /found J1i sa;·ing to be about as near 
the rru1J1 a he ge11eral(l' tells . ... 

/11 011e 1·ear f ro,11 no\.-i I expec·t to ee the c·lose of the ~'ar and m~i elf at 
/10111e ii i1}1 i oz, i, it/1 rl1e so/e,1111 \ Ol\ that ne\1er shall be broken b11 1;1e or - . 
} oz,, ''Goel' i11ill ~till be done ''and not ours, Jennie. And so i1 e "ill let the 

• 

i, or t go l\ ir/1 the better and rake e,·er.,i·1J1ing cool and it ith a resigning" ill 
a11d con cie11ce. . . . 

E, erJ tl1ing i .. 1110\1i11g a/011g quite ~,11ootl1(J i1 it}1 us, and iie are passi11g 

1J1e ti111e ,, ,i ifll). Our ii 0L,11cled t'f1a11 is reco, ering rapid/)'. He ii a in <--a,11p 
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on .~'esterda;' to see us and thinks that he will soon be well again and fit for 
dutJ'. The bullet came c·loser to him than I \ti'ant one to me. 

So George Sla~i'man54 has come dol4'n to hard crackers. We have the 
advantage of him in that so far ¾'e have fresh meat, fresh bread, onions 
and potatoes along with our coffee and that plenty too. It is here that we 
live ¾'ell, but ho¾t' long it will last I can not tell. We have had to eat cracker 
but one tt1eek since I returned to the regiment and well we deserve all those 
things,for we have three times as much duty to do as we ought to do, but 
¾'e do it cheerfully and never complain particularly while we live so well. 
Good living is the half of what a soldier stands in need of, and these he can 
get along, it matters not what duty is imposed upon him. Did I tell you we 
were paid on the 12th of this month. It will be nothing wrong if I tell you 
this second time, my love to you. My respects to all your folks at home. I 
tt ill sign as before yours for ever and will be true. 

John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Va. 

Camp near Winchester, Virginia 
March 22, 1863 

.... On yesterday two of our boys were brought back to Camp. They left 
us in Januar~v last on leave of their own and happen to be picked up by the 
authorities and were placed under guard and then forwarded to the 
company. They are now in the guard tent and who knows whtn they will 
be out. So much for going home without leave . ... 

I remain yours forever true 
John H. Black 

CompanJ' G 
12th Pa. Va. 
Winchester, Virginia 

In early April 1863 Robert E. Lee authorized Brigadier-General John 
D. Imboden to advance his Northwestern Virginia Brigade into Union­
occupied West Virginia. Imboden's Brigade, along with a separate force 
under General William E. Jones, was to tear up the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad from Grafton eastward, and to gather as many prospective 

54Slayman was apparently a friend of John and Jennie who served in another 
Pennsylvania regiment. 
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recruit 'I pro i ion 'I hor e and cattle a , po ible. From taunton 
\ 1irginia, Imboden moved we tward to Be erly and Buckhannon. He 
threatened both Graf.ton and Clark burg but found them too-heavily 
defended. During late pril and early May a eries of skir1ni he erupted 
bet~een the raider and nion troop guarding the region. The Federal 
cornmand called for reinforcement to drive out the raider .55 

mong the unit di patched to the area were element of the Twelfth 
ca air . Before leaving for we tern Virginia the Twelfth was involved in a 
d1 a trou affair at Fi her' Hill. Along with a portion of the Thirteenth 
Penn }')\rania Ca alry" the unit fell victim to a Confederate ambu h 
uffering hea j ' ca ualtie . With the memory of thi unfortunate affair still 

f're h in their mind the trooper of the Twelfth were transported 
we tward to a ne theater of the war. 

n Ma 5 the regiment participated in an expedition to Jane Lew a 
mall hamlet between Clark burg and We ton. The Penn ylvanian 

bol tered b)' portion of the Fir t and Third We t Virginia Cavalry and 
the T enty-eighth Ohio Infantry, kirmi hed inconclu ively with 
Imboden men. e eral Rebel were captured as well as a mall cache of 
uppl1e . John Black would lea e a detailed account of hi affair in his 

letter of ay 9. fter the repul e of Imboden' raid the Twelfth wa ent 
to join the garn on at Winche ter Virginia. Within a hort time the 
regiment ould again be in contact \-\ith the enemy. 56 

Bridgeport, Virginia 
May 9, 1863 

Dear Je11nie, 
The la r letter I i1 rote .J'OU i1·as dated April 30 [not found in pre ent 

olle tion] and no doubt .Jou have been in a querJ \1,h) I have not written 
i11(·e. Fir t I ~i,ill tell .l ou that I had no! tin1e and second, if I ¾'ould have 

i \ ,~it t e t1 I c o u I cl 11 CJ t 11 a i e e r1 t i r to da ~' . ., 

0,1 tl1e fir~ t cia_J' ~f Ma_1 ii·e it.1ere ordered to proceed to Martinsburg, 
J/a. a11cl 1J1 11e.x:t 111orni11g ii1e and our ho~ es· it'ere pul aboard the railroad 
car , a11cl 1110, ed 011 peedi(l about 200 n1ile until \.Ve arrived in the 

s tan Cohen. 111e i\1il H'ar i11 West Virgi11ia: A Pi<' torial H1stor.i1 (Charle ton. W : 
Pictorial Publ1 hing o.). 105-106~ OR ene, I. olume 15. Part 2~ 347. 349-35011 39 -399, 
4 6. 54-4 5. 496. \'Jdence of the dilapidated condition of the regiment at th1 time can be 
found on page 4 6 of tht\ ource, \\!here Brigadier-General B . . Robert state \4It i folly to 
call the T,\1elfth Penn')) l\1an1a Regiment Ca\1alr)'. The}' ha\1e but 320 men~ and their colonel 
inform~d me that 20 of h1 ho~e could not get up ~'e terday. ~ .. 

lbicl.: al o erie~ I . 1olume I . Part I~ 96-9 , 13 . 144-145. 
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western part of Virginia. We landed about 30 hours after we took the cars, 
marched to this place. From here we went on to a town by the name of 
Clarksburg. Six companies of our regiment went some 12 miles farther 
over an awful muddy road, into hollows and over hills and mountains. 

We stayed there three days and nights. We did some scouting while we 
were there. On one of our scouts we encountered 48 rebels cavalrymen, 
routed them entirely, killed 4, captured 5, sounded several and drove the 
remainder pell me// to the mountains. You should have seen them run and 
dodge the bullets. I never saw such a set of scared chaps as they were. They 
were so suddenly taken on surprise that they fired but few shots at us and 
what they did fire, were only at random. We captured a number of their 
horses and arms. We returned to camp without the loss of a man or even 
wounded. I like this part of Virginia far better than at Winchester, and I 
hope we may spend the summer here providing we have to remain in the 
army . 

When we charged on the ''rebels''in that little town of''Jane Lugh''the 
union ladies were out in front of the horses wearing their white 
handkerchiefs and cheering us. It made us feel really patriotic. The 
majoritJ,' of the people about here are loyal and truly loyal too, for they 
have armed themselves with muskets, shotguns, and all kinds of arms they 
could get hold of, and have gone into a regular ''bushwhacking'' game. 

I am getting along fine and in good health and hope that this may ease 
your mind somewhat. I will write in a few days again, if we do not get on 
another such long march. How soon we will get in another skirmish I can't 
tell. We keep prepared all the time for the worst. My love to you, and my 
best respects to your mother and aunt. And lastly but not least my love to 
you 11v1hile I sign my'self yours forever true will be. 

John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 
Bridgeport, Va. 

You need not answer until I write again. 

Winchester, Virginia was one of many southern towns destined to be 
occupied by both sides during the course of the war. A key to the 
Shenandoah Valley, three major battles took place in the vicinity of the 
town. Throughout the first half of I 863, troops from the Union Army's 
Middle Department defended the town. Major-General Robert H. 
Milroy commanded the 9000 man force, which he felt was essential to 
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guard the approache to Harper Ferry and to olidify control over the 
Lo\ver henandoah. 

The nion High Command and particularly Major-General Henry 
Halleck \\'ere concerned about lea ing uch a large force in a relatively 
i olated location. Halleck argued that Winche ter was indefen ible and 
hould be maintained only a an ''out po t'': for the defense of Harpers 
err)'· e eral time he . ugge ted to Major-General Robert C. chenck, 

commander of the Middle Department that the town be abandoned. 
cl1enck unfortunately di regarded Halleck' uggestion. 

In early' June J 863 Robert E. Lee began moving hi army of orthem 
irginia north from it camp outh of the Rappahannock River 

beginning hi econd great invasion of the north. Led by Richard Ewell' 
econd orp , Lee' Arm., moved quickly around the Federal right flank 

into the henandoah Valley. By June 12 the Confederate had approached 
to \\1ithin triking di tance of the unsu pecting Federal at Winchester. A 
pro1n1nent hi torian of the Getty burg Campaign ha written that the 

nion garri on ''made a tempting prize for Lee .. and it wa only a matter of 
ti me before he \\- ould try to claim it. "57 

John Black and the Twelfth Penn ylvania Cavalry were among the 
ill-fated defender of Winche ter. On June 12 the regiment was sent out 
along the Front Royal Road to a certain the enemy' trength. At this 
time General Milro) felt that onl a mall force of Rebel cavalry wa to hi 
front. t edarville" t\~/elve mile from Winche ter, the Federal ran into a 
large onfederate force. Lieutenant Colonel Jo eph Mo , temporarily in 
cornrnand of tl1e Twelfth avalry reported the contact to Milroy, who 
di .. counted the information. He ~ till refu~ ed to believe that the main body 
of Lee' arm had mo ed o far northward.5 

Throughout June I 2 and I 3, de -- ultory kirmi hing occurred in front of 
~ inche ter. ot until thee ening of the thirteenth did Milroy realize he 
\/a facing a portion of the main Confederate army. B then Ewell 
Rebel had nearl}' encircled the to n. 

ighting became more inten e on unday .. June 14. Jubal Early' 

iThe b ~t cholar1 tudl' of the Gett) burg Campaign. \\fh1ch al o include a bnef 
,ummar)' of the Battle of \\1inche ter t\ Edv.11n B. Coddington .. TI1e Getr_isburg Campaign: 
A ,1uclJ1 i11 C o 111111ancJ (1 e\\' York Charle cribner" on . 196 ) .. ee particular)) 4-89. 
quote from 7. more detailed tud~ 1 ilbur . ye .. Here Co 111e 1he Rebels (Baton 
Rougt: : Lou1 1ana "' tate ni,fer .. it .. Pre \, 1965). 66-123. The rele\'ant battle report are in 
OR, .. ene\ I. \folume 2., Part I- . 

~ Ibid .. • al o Batt!\ 3: J 144-1 145. 
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Confederate division captured some earthworks near the town and 
threatened two major Federal fortifications. That evening, Milroy 
ordered the abandonment of Winchester and the retreat of his troops to 
Harpers Ferry. The Federals began their retreat shortly after midnight, 
marching northward along the Martinsburg Pike. The Twelfth Cavalry 
was among the advance elements. At Stephenson's Depot the Yankees 
ran into Confederates from Edward Johnson's Division. In a swirling, 
confused night battle, the Federals suffered heavy casualties but succeeded 
in breaking through the Rebel lines. Some Federals escaped to Harpers 
Ferry. Others, including the surviving part of the Twelfth Cavalry, 
retreated into southern Pennsylvania.59 

The Winchester debacle had opened Maryland and Pennsylvania for 
invasion, and had cost the Federals nearly 4500 men, the great majority 
missing or captured. The Twelfth Cavalry lost four killed, twelve 
wounded, and I 56 missing. Again the unit had not performed particuarly 
well. For the second time in less than a year the Twelfth had been driven 
from a battlefield in disorder. A Federal officer at Winchester later 
testified that the regiment was not "efficient nor do I believe that they 
carried out their orders in a great many instances as they should and might 
have done." General Milroy criticized the regiment's initial reconnaissance 
carried out on June 12 and a Milroy aide blamed Captain Morgan of the 
Twelfth for the loss of a Federal artillery battery. In defense of the unit 
however, few Federals at the so-called Second Battle of Winchester would 
earn praise for their conduct, particularly Milroy himself.60 

The Twelfth Pennsylvania did not play a significant role during the 
remainder of Lee's invasion, which would culminate in the decisive Battle 
of Gettysburg. Following the Winchester defeat, most of the unit 
assembled at Bloody Run, Pennsylvania, with Colonel Pierce again in 
command. At McConnellsburg in late June the regiment skirrnished 
briefly with Confederate forces. On July 4, after the Rebels had begun 
their retreat from Gettysburg, the Twelfth accomplished its major success 
of the campaign. At Cunningham Cross Roads, near Greencastle 
Pennsylvania, along with a portion of the First New York Cavalry, the 
Twelfth found a portion of the Confederate army's supply train. More 
than 100 wagons were captured by the Federals, along with three cannon, 
550 horses and mules, and more than 500 Rebel soldiers. Near 
Mercersburg several days later the regiment captured additional wagons 

59/bid. 
60Quote from OR, Series I, Volume 27, Part 3, 134. 
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,tnd priso11ers. Despite tl1e~e late ucce e~, the Gett)~burg Campaign did 
11t) thir1g to in1prove tl1c reputation of the regiment.61 

l1ortl)1 ,1t~ter tl1e conclu\1on of the Gett)1sburg Campaign, the Twelfth 
,1v,1lr)1 mo\1cd to Martin\burg, We t irginia. The regiment would er e 

ir1 the \1icinit\1 of" artin .. bt1rg, Cl1ar]e Town, and Harper Ferr)' for mo t 

of the rcrnaindcr of the war. 

Cente,·i,i/le, Penns~i /\,ania 

1\ 1I i ._ .i; Je1111ie /)ea,·, June 16, 1863 

I J'LJPJJ0~e .,·oi, ha\'e hea,·d o_f the a/1nost as altogether dis·a/>trous battle 
at1li clefeat (~/ oi,r troo/JJ' i,1 Win(·heste,· on Frida_i', Saturda.v, Sunda.,i· and 
1\lf 011clc1_1. I l1a\,e 1J1e good luc'"k 10 tell _~·ou that I escaped through the heat 
r;f tl1e i, /10/e a_ffi~a_i ._sqfe , .. atJ1er i1 ilhout a sc·ar on n1_l'Se/j· or horse. 

TT1£~ battle OJJened s/1gl1t~l' on Frida_i· e,1eni1-zg. On Saturda_i' nzorning it 
ope11ec/ i11 I110,,.e earne~~t ('Ontinued on ii·ith suc·c·ess to us all da.i ·. At night 
\\ e l'losecl a11cl \t ere 011 pic·ket all 11igh1. The ne.'<t 1norni11g it opened again 
, e1·_1 , \t·c1, .. 111 a11cl c·o11t i11uecl ii ·it/1 SU('l .. ess to us until about 5 o c-./ock [ii 'hen] 

1l1e tl111e 1i1rr1ed against ll , ancl ver·) 111ul·h too. The rebels opened on us 
\\ it 11 c1boi,1 34 /Jiec·e~\ o_( art il/er_l ' and fired shell sl1ot and railroad iron uni ii 
cla,·k \t l1e111/ze.} 111ade a desperate c·harge i1 ith 20,000 infantr~l 1 and came 
11ea1· takit1g oi,r .. forts. The_i 1he,1 urrounded us entirel_i, i,.,)ith the 
call'L1lario11 of taking i,. all p1·iLsone1·._c, in the n1orning. 

hc)llf .., 0 'c·lock i,1 the 111orning \t'e left \,t ith the it1tention °'r cutting 

1/11·c;t1gl11l1eir li1·1e a11cl at cla.i7break ii e 111et a /arge_forc·e o_f their5, and then 

a11d 1l1e1·e \\ GJ' OJJe1·1ed 0I1e of the bloodiest battles on rec·ord. It lasted l¾'O 

l10L11· . 111e C'OlJlcl 11cJt all get 1hroug}1, the greater JJart of the c~avalr; that 
\\a · [1101] killecl 01· \i 'ouncled ,,1ade thei,· e.\·l·ape, eac·h o,1e_/ or hin1self. I and 

a . qlicicl o.f 30 111acle oi,r ,, a_1· to Hanc'Ol'k.fou11d no one there to ,·eport to. 
i e \ef 0L,t_fo1· Ba/1i11101·e b _) \t 'a _1· of Bedfo,·d, \t e l1ad heard the rebel,~ it'ere 

i11 }1a111be1·~bL1rg. 0,1 a,·ri\ ing at 1hi /Jlac·e 13 111iles_fro111 Bee/fore/ it 'e 111e1 

Ge11e1·a/ A."elle.) a11ci repo,·ted lo J1il1'1. 0n to11101·roi1· ►\ e lea\'e ~r or !eit 

,·eek6• 0111}1e Ba/1i11101·e a11d OJ1io ,·ailroac/. o goocl bJ·e 111_i· lo,,e to _i·ou 
a11cl tl1a11k Goel tl1a1 I a111 iii/ . afe J,-0111 l1a1·111. F,·0111 .)'Our tI·ue lo\1e1·. 

Jol1n H. Blac·k 
0111pa,1_1· G 

/_th Pa. Ca\. 
Allclre._\,s: Was/1i11gto11 D. C. 

1 0 R, e ri t= ,. I , \ 1 o I um e ... . Pan ... . 2 0: Ba tc . 3: I 14 5. 
c\\' reek talion, \ c ·t Virginia. wa on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. outhea C> t 

of f>ied mont. 
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Headquarters 
12th Pa. Cav. 
Bed/ ord, Pa. 
July 1, 1863 

Dear Jennie, 
It is some two weeks since I last wrote to you, and probably you think 

the ''Rebs '' have taken me, or I have run away entirely. Not so. I am still 
safe and among the living and healthy. The morning after I wrote to you I 
left as I told you I would,for New Creek. On coming within one mile of 
Cumberland the ''Rebs'' threw several shells into the town and shortly 
after came in themselves. I stood there with my pony and watched them so 
long as I thought it was healthy. I then turned around and moved to 
Centerville again. There I remained two days and nights, keeping a strict 
lookout for the enemy. There were 40 of us together. We then moved on to 
Bedford, [and] arrived on Friday. On the same day we joined the 
regiment, moved on to Bloody Run, andfrom there to McConnellsburg, 
where we remained/or several days, until a strongforce of''Rebs''moved 
on towards the place. Our troops all left the place leaving our company in 
the rear. We went up the mountain with 14 men and met the ''Rebel'' 
advance and had a pretty brisk skirmish with them,finding they were too 
many for us. We fell back slowly firing all the while. Sorry to say we had 
th,·ee men wounded in the affray, among which was my highly esteemed 
friend Sergeant Stiffler.63 He is now at home on furlough. 

We fell back to Bloody Run, and after remaining therefor afew days 
\1t'e moved to Bed/ ord on yesterday evening, and propose remaining here a 
few days. I am next thing to home. I have put up in town at my cousins 
Adam B. Carns, and am treated very kindly. Ohl how would wish to get to 
go homeforafew days to see you and the folks at home. Some of our boys 
did go home and have returned. I might have gone but would not without 
leave. Probably I may get home in afew weeks or so. If you see me come 
depend upon it, my dear girl I have leave to go. For if I never get home 
until I go without leave, you need never expect to see me. I like to go home 
as well as anyone in the army, but I have taken an oath to my country and 
I intend to obe.}' it in ever.v word and letter though my life should be lost in 
it. 

The Winchester affray was awful as I told you before, and if ever I get to 

63Sergeant William J. Stiffler was mustered into service on January 8, I 862 for three 
years. He was captured at Bunker Hill, Virginia on January I, I 864, and died at the 
Confederate prison camp at Andersonville, Georgia on May 8, 1864. See John Black's 
letter of December 28, 1864 for details of Stiffler's death. 
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.\·ee .J·ou I l'an tell ) 'OU ,nore. We lo .. 51 in our c·ompany 28 enlisted men and 
one lieutena,11. That is the_} are all n1issing. Thefi' include all killed, 
ii·ounded, and l·aptured. I" as luc·k.,i· at1d so escaped unhurt. Poor Sam 
£\'anj• a11cl Willia,n G¾ in, 64 i1,1ith i1,hom _,i·ou are acquainted are among the 
111i.\\~·ing. What has been their.fate I do not kno¾, poor fello¾/S, I would like 
to k11oi1 ii·hat l1as bec·ome of then1. Jac .. ob Walters reported to the 
co111pan.1 ' about a half hour ago. I ¾'as ver;' glad to see him. He looks 
[Jret l.J' t,1 ·ell, but .';;/ ill not realz}· able for hard .5ervice. 

I J,ai\ hoJ·t qf the Blair Co. bo;)s in the ma/itia c·ompanies. James 
Han1111er and I had a great talk together. M.,i· best respects to _l'our mother, 
ai,nt and to all others .i'ou see.fit to remember n1e to. 

o dear Jennie 111_}' undi\1ided love to .i'ou, ivith the assuranc·e that /feel 
all rig/11 and all1 a_i,s think of .l'OU vi·herever I be, so no more but expec·t to 
hear fro1r1 .i·ou soon. While I re,nain .~'our true as ever and ever vi,,ifl be. 

Yours 
John H. Blac·k 
Cotl1pan.l G 
l 2rh Pa. Ca,,. 
Bed/ ord, Pa. 

Headquarters 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Compan __ v G 
Shep/Jard's Ford, Md. 

Potomac River 
Ju~i 20, 1863 

J 1_1 7rt-1e a11cl /_n ,-'i11g Friencl Jen111·e, 
1'vf.i last 10 _1·ou "' lJS/ro,11 Hagersto\1 non 1J1e 16th inst. [not in present 

c·<Jl/ec·tion] a11d 011 tl1at clai \.1 'e /~ft there at nor;n and 111oi1ed on to 
J1arJJ~ bi,rg 11'/1ere ,1 e arri,,ed in 1J1e ei1ening. Our c·on1pan.l i1 1a.s· 

i111111ecliate~1 cletailecl to go t<J the abo,1e na111ecl ''Ford'' 4 miles .fron1 

l1arfJ hi11·g a11ci it i.s· l1er·e \.t 'e l1a\ 'e been doing picket dut .. 1 e\1er .. sinl·e on the 
1\1ar.)'la,1cl .. ,,hore o.f 1l1e Poto111ac \\ l1ile the Rebel are al the .. sat11e clut_l' on 

• 

1J1e Jlirgi11ia . J1ore. We are \t ithi11 /1aili11g c/1:c;tanc·e qf them and are 1101 

allolt ed 10 fire ar 1/1e111 and tl1e_l' not at u .5. Prc·ket fi1·ing i.s .strict~i· 
fo1·bi£ll~/e11. Oz,r bo.J. J:{et i11 1l1e little boat~s oc·ca,4lional~i ancl go oi1er to 

t--4 \\' illiam G,,,in \a.a, mu tered into en,ice on ebruar\' 14, I 62 for three \1ear, and 
~ ~ 

dt charged on Februar)1 I . 1 65 upon thee piration of hi enl1 tment. G\vin apparent)~, 
returned to hi .. com pan~ oon after Black ,...,rote that he \\'a m1 1ng. 
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them, unarmed and have a chat and then return and at times they come 
over and get their canteens filled with whiskey and go back. No harm 
done, on either side. You may think it very strange that the rebels are still 
to be seen on the Potomac, and our large Army of the Potomac over the 
river at the same time. But be assured our army did not cross where they 
did, but chose rather to cross at Harpers Ferry and thereabouts and 
thereb}' they got ahead of the rebels and are now between them and 
Richmond, having a fight about every da;,' or so, taking prisoners on all 
occasions. 65 

Everything looks favorable on our side, and I hope it may continue on 
so. For Oh! glad i,i•ould I be if I could be at home on Christmas day with 
the knowledge that the war would be over then and I a discharged soldier, 
and Oh! how well pleased would my friend Jennie be. It is for your sake 
that I am so over anxious that this war was over,/ or I well know that you 
are still discontent and anxiously awaiting the day when peace will be 
declared once more throughout the length and breath of our land, and I 
return home with others to our peaceful homes and pleasant firesides. It is 
scarcely l\1/ 0 weeks since I bid you adieu and it appears as long to me as a 
month did ere I went home. The oftener I go home the worse I hate to 
leave, and I truly hope and trust that the next time I do go that I may go 
with the assurance that I need not go back in the Army again. 

It is for us to see hope and pray so and leave time determine the 
fact . ... 

John H. Black 
Company G 
I 2th Pa. Cav. 
Sharpsburg, Md. 

Headquarters 
I 2th Pa. Cav. 

Martinsburg, Va. 
August 12, 1863 

My Dear Jennie, 
.... the last I wrote to you was on the 5th if I mistake not. The next 
morning after I went along with a scout of 150, which lasted four days. 
The first day we marched to Kearneysville, from there to Charlestown, 

65 Black was incorrect in his assertion that the Union Army had outmanuevered the 
Confederates and was approaching Richmond. In actuality, Army of the Potomac 
commander George Gordon Meade received much criticism for his slow pursuit of the 
retreating rebels. 



Jefferson ounty H istorical , oc1et)1 61 

_(,-cJ1111l1t~re to Berr.l, ille, [a11d].fro1111l1e,,.e to 1/1e he11a11dcJal1 Ri\ er, i\ 'here 
i, e c·14 0J .. 5·ecl a, 11ic·ker ' · Fore/ a,1ci /JUI U/J_/or 1}1e nig/11i111l1e Gap, l1a, i11g 

Ira\ el/eel 35 111ile 1/1rougl1 the hot ra, ·.~ o/·1he un. The ne.,t ,11orning i, ·e 
tartecl again a11cl ii e,11 to Lee.\hu1·1; and then to White~- Ford on the 

PotcJ111a<· Ri, er, ,, here i, e <·1~0.~.\·ecl o, ,er it1to A--f ar_l'la,1d ancl I ra\ 1ellecl along 

1/1e ri, e1· t,111il i1 ·e ('a111e to Poi,11 of Roc·k,\' i,·here i1 'e en(·a111ped_for the night 
l1a, i,1g tra, el/eel anotl1e1· 35 1111le5. Then i1 ·e sta_, ,ecl u,11il the ne:rt da_1 · at 2 
o '<: lo<·k i,1 1/1e a./ie1-,1oon i, ·l1en i1 ·e 1r1arl·hed to Har1;ers Fe,,.r_,. ancl put up 

_for tl1e 11igl1t, a11cl 1l1e ne_,~1 c/a_, bal"'k to Martin bi,rg (JOO 1niles altoge1J1er ). 
We 111e1 a _fei, rebels, 0 11~l' stragglers. We l'aptured_fii1e. Man_i· things 

( '01111£;,(•tecl ii ith 1J1e .. ( 'OU/ I ii ill relate i\ ·hen I ee ., ou again. I an1 i1·ell 

JJ/ea/;ecl I \\'a a/011g_for I sai1· the harclest ''Sece.~/1 ''part o.f the ('0untr_l' in 
0llr tra\1e/ 1/1a1 I e\ er .~a\t. before. 

Dear Je11nie 1}1e \\ !eatl1er iJ· so \1er1· i1 ·ar111 and the flie.s so trouble on1e 
• • 

that I c'an not i, rire ,,e,·l · 111l1(·h 1J1i time o i·ou \t'ill ha\ 1e 10 e.:rc·use 111e. I a111 
• • 

i\ ·ell a11d l1ope _l'OU are 1}1e sa111e . ... 
Your 
John H. B!a(·k 

Co111pan_i· G 

12th Pa. Cai'. 
Martinsburg, Virginia 

Ca111p o.f 12 Pa. Ca\'. 
Martinsburg, Va. 

Dear Frie11cl Je,1nie, 
August 26, 1863 

.... £\'er.1· da.1 bri11g~ 111ore jo_\ ·ou • 11e\1 fro,11 1J1e ci{!Jerent ar1;1ies, a11d 
grea1 /Jro 1Je<~15· o.f a ~peed_)' (·lo e to 1l1i ''('rue/ i, ·ar, '' and Oh vt'hen that 
co111e. t o pa ,J._ \\ l101111a11_l l1eart i1 ·ill be 1·11ade glad, parti(·ular~i· those v-. ·l10 

J1a\·e 11ear a11d dea,·frie11cl .. ~ in tl1e ar 111)-, a11cl l1a, 'e I he good gral·e of seei11g 
t l1e111 ret tJrt1 l1c1111e ·a.fe a11cl ,'>oi111d. (/"/ l1oulcl be !iO fortunate a5· to be 011e 
of 1J1e 11L,111L er to ,·eti.Jrn to 111_1' l10 ,11e, I k 11oit' that .1·ou i1,ill be one of the 
l1a1;p1es1 a11c.l be. t /Jlerue<i girl . i11 _l'0L1r li11/e to i, 'n. A11d Ii, ill be rejoiced to 
ee 1/1a1 cla_l ', a11cl / /1ope a1·1cl trz, t rl1a1 it i5· no1fa1· di rant. Ti111e alone i1 ill 

tell 1/1 resL1l1. 
E, er .. , 1/1i11g i • \'er_l' qt,iet abot,t our lit1e , 110 rehe/, r1ear u so far as \.1 e 

ca,1 lea,·11. Di1t.l' i .. s .. 4)/i/l ,,er., ea .. ~_1 ancl ti111e goocl. a11d i1 'e e11jo_1 1}1e 1i111e 

e:xceetli11g(l l\ ell, ancl i, 1/1_1 ·l1oulcJ11 't \1 'e do 5·0. I uncler ta,1d a111 0. E \ tan .. ~ 

i • i11 Blair oi111t_}'. I /1ope l1e \\ ill, Jr l1a probab~l l1as, callee/ 0 11 _\ 'OU be/ ore 
1l1i "". I,, CJL1lcl like 10 ee l1i111 \'er.\ 111ucl1_.for it apfJearJ· a long 1i111e . i11ce I /Qj·t 
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sa¾-' him, and parted Vv'ith him so suddenl_v and hastily. How do the folks 
like the draft b }' this time. 66 I suppose it will make some of them ''chuckle'' 
a little i1·hen thei' behold their nan1es on the list. Jac'ob and Barne}' are vi)ell . . 

and look i1er_i· l-t'ell. M_i bej"/ respec-1s to _i'our mother and aunt and next but 
not least 111i· devoted and sincere love to l 'OU mi' nearest and most . . . 
con_fident _friend on this i11ide i1 1orld. So I sign m;'se/f ~)ithout fear _i1ours 
.forei1er and ever ¾'ill be to death. Yours on(i'. 

John H. Black 
Con1pan_i' G 
12th Pa. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Va. 

Camp of 12th Pa. Vol. Cav. 
Near Martinsburg, Va. 

October 20, I 863 
M_~· Dear Friend Jennie, 
.... In m;' last to you I stated to ;1ou the rumor then existing in regard to 
the movement of an_i' army of the '' Rebs '' towards this place. The rumor 
proved to be a fact but not so large a force as was at first represented. 
There were about 1500 of them. Instead of coming direct here they turned 
to the right and attacked the 9th Mar.viand infantry (six month men) at 
Charlestown, Va., whipped them and captured about 150. The force from 
Harpers Ferr __ y moved out after the ''rebs '' and drove them helter skelter 
and captured a host of them. At the same time we had all preparations 
made for a battle in case the __ v would move in this direction. We had our 
line of battle ¾'ell arranged and would have given them a verJ hot 
reception, but luck would have it the.r· did not reach this place. No fears are 
entertained at present of any force moving tOl4'ards us.67 

All is quiet and all things move as heretofore. The paroled prisoners are 
returning to the regiment prett}' rapidly. Some arrive each da}' and by the 
28th of this month our friend Sam Evans will be here. I then shall 
remember you to him as requested. I long for the day to arrive when I will 
greet him in camp again, and also all the rest of the boys who have been 
absent since the Winchester battle. It appears a long time since l4'e were so 
unceremonously separated from them on that long to be remembered 

66During the summer of 1863 the Federal government resorted to a Draft in order to 
obtain the necessary number of new recruits. There was much opposition to the draft, 
particularly in New York City. This culminated in the anti-draft riots of July I 863. 

67Stephen Douglas Engle, Thunder in the Hills: A History of the Civil War in Jefferson 
County, West Virginia (Charleston, WV: Mountain State Press, 1989), 43-46. 
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151/1 cla., cJ_( Ji111e 1863 . ... Our clut.l' is· hard at present still \t)e bear it 1't'ith 
all 1/1e fo1·1itL1cle of·.soldier.,;; and ne,,er 1r1ur111ur a 1-i'ord about it. 

it1 l /Jea,# Jen11ie, 
• 

John H. Bla<·k 
Co111pan_l' G 
12th Pa. Ca\,. 
!vf artinsburg, Virginia 

Camp of 12th Pa. Cav. 
Near Martinsbu,·g, Virginia 

October 25, I 863 

. . . . Goocl l1ea/1l1 is a/; _iet 111.v~future, and I am getting along admirabl.,v 
,i,e/1. DL,1_1 has IJee11 pret t_.v se,,ere for the past 15 da_J'S, on ac·count of the 
g1·ea1 e~tc·iten1e,11, bi,t that has been lulled to sleep. No¾' all is quiet and 
cli,t_l' \1 ill !Jec·o,11e easier a11d ~i·e have 5;0 far enjo J'ed the exciten1ent and no 
cJoulJt \\ ii en)ol· the quietucie like1,1'ise. 

Tlze \1eatl1er is dailJ' g,~o¾ing c·older and old winter is fast coming on. 
~Ve clo 1101 c:are, for here \1 'e are all snug(i\ quartered for the storms and 

S/10 \\'S, 1 l1a I is· ~r 1 he '' Rebs ,, do not con1e in too large a force and drive us 

ot11. JVe at·e berter siti,ated this fall than ever ¾'e have been since in service 
a11cl al~so i11 bette,· spi,·its·. J,J,'e ha\'e but one n1ore _}'ear or so to ¾1ile 0\1-'a_J 

a11cl tl1e1111'e \1 ill be clear for our tern1. Man;1 there are ¾t'ill glad~i) ~:elcome 
1l1e long looked/ or ti11·1e i11hen the 12th i11i/l ha\1e been discharged, and on 
. } 1ou1· accoi,nt I l10JJe 1J1e cla.i 111a_i speedilri' arri\'e and I be permitted to 
ret z,rr1 J~aje Io 111.\ l10111e and there enjo_i,' the pleasure oft he compan . .i' of n1.J 

o 11111 clea,~ fi·iencl . ... 
Yours 
John H. Blac·k 
Con1p<1n_l' G 
12th Pa. ~'o/. Cav. 

1artinshurg, Virginia 

Ca111p of 12th Pa. Vol. Ca,). 
ear Martinsburg, Va. 

1o\'ember 2, 1863 
Dea,· Je1111ie, 

. . . . 1i1·ri11g 1i111e~ ,, ith i,.s j(J1· a .fe,, da., s past, anci not in the least 
ag,·eeab/e. It ~ o l1afJ/Je11ecl rhat 011 or about lnursda.i last 1/1e Colonel 

0111111a11cli11g rl1e Forces at 1J1i plac·e \\ as etzr on de1ac·ht11ent dut .. J to the 
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city of Washington, and consequently another of the same rank took 
command. In order to distinguish himself, or rather let us know that he 
was vested in authority, he issued an order that our camp should be moved 
to the other side of the town from where we then were. Said order had to 
be obeyed but not in good humor. We left our good and comfortable log 
buildings and now have our tents pitched on the ground instead of logs as 
before. Nevertheless in a few da.vs more we will have our quarters fixed in 
the same as in last camp and be ready for another move should somebody 
assume the command and make a show of himself. . . . Evans has 
returned to the Company. He looks very well. I was greatly rejoiced to see 
him . ... 

John H. Black 
Co. G 
12th Pa. Vol. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Virginia 

Camp of 12th Pa. Vol. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Va. 

M.i' Dear and Much Loved Jennie, 
November 17, 1863 

. . . . [ I am] really sorr.v to learn that you are so much troubled with that 
abominable thing the ''toothache.,, I do really pity you my dear and my 
sincere and candid advice to you would be to have the unruly tooth drawn, 
and then you would not be troubled so much with it. I think dear Jennie 
that if I could happen to call on you sometime when the tooth troubles you 
so much and spend a night or so in that good old rocking chair of ours that 
this toothache would suddenly leave you. Don't .vou think so! But vt-'hat is 
the use of me talking about that for it ~)ill be chance work I do happened 
to get leave of absence this ¾'inter. Nevertheless do not despair and I will 
not. I intend to do my best to get away long enough to give you a few 
nights of the old fashioned squeezing, and if I fail to get off, depend upon 
it, I will not be to blame for I am ever ready to go whenever opportunity 
affords. 

But you are well aware that I am one who will always obey my superior 
officers and therefore I will never go home without the legal and proper 
authority'. And then I can go without fear or favor. As I often before told 
)'OU that my solemn oath to my' country must and shall be fulfilled, and 
thereby cast neither shame nor disgrace on you, myself or relatives. I can 
conscientiousl_v report myself to you this evening as being in excellent 
health. As much so as ever I enjoyed. 
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E \le ,·.\ 1J1i11g is· qz,iet a,1cl 111oi1i11g along bri~';k~~1 and ii e are enjo.i·ing 
ou,·.~·e/\Je.'i i11 oi,r ,·ea//_J' c·o11~( ortable i1 inter quarter/,; in this can1p. The boJ·s 
of 1/1e l 'O111pa,1.J are all in good health a11d getting along flnel .. v. The 
c·o1111Ja11.) at pre.~·e,11 11u,11bers 68 111en. You had better think ¾-'e [a,·e] 
ge1ti11g a/011gfine~1· iihe,1 all that number are health.iJ . ... 

John H. Black 
Co,11pan.i· G 
12th Pa. Vol. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Virginia 

Ca,11p of the 12th Pa. Vol. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Virginia 

,f 1 £\1er /)ea,· ancl ,vluc·h Loved Jennie, 
Decen1ber 13, 1863 

• 

Agai,1 l1a,)e I tl1e ho11or of ackno¾'ledging the receipt of two ver.l 
~, el<·o111e ancl neat~i l\ ritten letters c·o111e of 1,1,hil'h v1'ere read Yv'ith great 
re .. fJel 1l llncl intere --1. Al.,;o ii ith the letters there "'as the pac)kage containing 
1/10 e \1 11·i,\"the/1 . Jennie I ii a .<; ,,er.l tt'el! pleased to receive them and to }'OU I 
reti,r,1 111.J .'iinl·ere tl1ank/;.f or the san1e. I shall wear them in honor o..f you. 
Tl1e.J a,·e ji, /it rhe 1/1i11g that I wi:shed. I a,n proud to knol-1 that J'OU are so 
, er) \\ illi11g 10 co,np/.JJ i, ith m_i requests . ... 

I ('aI1 ,·eport 111.J .. fe!f a.\ heretofore in regard to health. The God above ha~s 
·o Jar fa, ore cl 111e ,1erJ high~l in th al respect. I an1 tru!J' thank/ u/ that it has 
hee,1 .. '>O. Health i, \'~' ~~· e sential 10 a soldier. Oh l ho»1 I do pit; the poor 
.';o/ciier \\ ho J1a\1e lost their health in the servic~e of their countr_i1. To visit 
an.l' of rl1e go\·err1rr1en1 :s- hospital, and there see the poor suffering soldiers 
i11 all stages' and kinds of clisea.~e, is enough to melt the hardest heart. And 
1/1i 1t e sa_, o.f our oldier.s in our oi11n hospitals. Ho¾' al1if u/ must it be in 
1110 e Soz,1/1er11 pri ons, ,,·l1ere our poor ... ~o/diers are co~fined as prisoners 
of\\ ar, l\ it/1. carce~i enough to eat to keep them alive, and in/act n1anJ' do 
al"tt,al~) ~·tar\Je to tleat/1. Who i11ould ha, e thought ere this cruel ¾'ar, that 
a11.1 A 111erica11 ci1ize11 coi-1/cl e\1er hel-0111e so utter~l' lost and degraded as to 
al/01\ tl1eir.fel/o~i bei11g • to stari,e, ,, hile it la.,.i in their pot,t·er to render aid. 
God.forbid 1/·1at it ~shol1ld be e\1er 111_}' lot to again fall into the hands of 
1/10 e i11/1u111a11 a11d llegraded it retcl1e . Wret(·he~~ I call them. 1a .. i ! The.i 
a,·e \1 orse 1/1a11 \\ retche . Ratl1er c·a/1 1he111flend and devils· in the shape of 
111e11. 

}' 0111ell 111e J ot,r protracted 111eeti11g is o,,er. I don't 1/1ink .J our folk are 
a · goocl l1ri 1ia11 .. <; as 1J1e people of thi~s plac·e,Jor the protracted here has 
I ee,1 goi11g on at a Ii, elJ rate J or o,11e ti1ne past and b.i present 
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appearance, bids fair to continue for ¾'eeks to come. Probabl_}' it ma.i' be 
that soldiers are harder to convert than an_}' other class and for their sakes 
continue the meetings. Quite a good idea I presume if it be so. Toda.J' our 
''pious'' Chaplain68 made his appearance in camp, called the boJ'S together 
in front of the commanders tent, and preached a short sermon to them in 
general. What effect its had I do not know, and dare not judge. I think so 
little of the Chaplain, that it tt'ou/d be ver_i' painful to n1e to listen to him 
for half hour. I don't think I could endure it at all. I love to listen to a 
minister, when he is a man that I can respect. But such a thing as we have 
had better be somewhere else attending to some other business more 
apprpriate to his character than be preaching to soldiers ¾'ho kno'A' him so 
well as we do. I should not talk so much about a Chaplain but indeed 
Jennie, I believe that I am saying nothing but ¾'hat is actually' so, in everJ' 
particular. 

We are still at the same place as -~'OU can see by the first part of this letter, 
and will no doubt remain here during the 'W'inter and probab!J' longer. All 
is quiet and nothing of an_i' importance transpiring. Some 4 days ago a 
large scout of infantry and artillerJ' started up the va/leJ' on 15 days scout. I 
presume the_i' -n,ifl see something before the.}' return. If the}' do I -n1il/ 
acquaint } 'OU of the facts. What object the}' have in vie¾', is yet to be 
told . ... 

John H. Black 
Compan_v G 
12th Pa. Vol. Cav. 
Martinsburg, Virginia 

Martinsburg, Virginia 
December 28, 1863 

M v Dear Friend Jennie, 
• 

. . . . The time is rolling swiftly by: the three years will soon be past. The 
10th of next December, will be the last of the enlistment. If I live I will then 
return to you, if not sooner, so rest easy m_i' devoted, true, faithful and 
loving girl, and _i'ou will meet your friend. 

We are having gaJ' times. Duty very easy and we enjoy the times to 
perfection. The weather is pleasant as December can be. The year is 

68George H. Hammer served as surgeon of the Twelfth Cavalry. He was mustered into 
service on March 22, 1862 as captain of Company B, and was appointed chaplain on May 
15 of the same year. Hammer was discharged on a surgeon's certificate of disability on 
March 5, 1865. 
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ptJ.\'.\,iJ1/J. }'e. i.s· 11ear·/_1 ' JJa.5!. 771i ,,·ill no doi,ht he the la .. st lette,- I \1 'rite l o 

.l '<Jlt il'11l1e .i'ear I 63, a11cl 1/1e11 i, 'e i1 ill see the leap _i'ear apJJear. The .l 'ear 

t l1a1 I l1£' /a die.\· l lai,11 as· 1 heir o l1 't1. E,-e t l1at _1 ·ear pa'ises b_l' I e .. xpec·t to be 
\1 'itl1 .l'Oll agai,1, a11cl 1l1a1 to ,,,e,11ai11 ¾ith _1·ou. You n1a_1 e.,"<JJect, (as I ha,,e 

/(J /cl _\ oi, /Jejore) to ~ee n1e at l10111e thi \i·inter, ii hat ti111e I (·an 1101 sa_i· at 
all. 

711e ,·e\ 1 \ ·al iJ· .. \·till gcJi11g 011 as li, ,e(\ I \t'as e\1er. M an_i' souls are saved, at 
lea,\,, JJ1·<;/e .. \'.\·ecl 10 be. I i1a,,e not been to a ,neeting .i·et. The ho_i's near~i· all 
at 1e11cl. . . . 

With 111 i nan1e as i'ours and l 'Ours alone . . . 

John H. Blac·k 

1864 

the winter of 1864 neared it end, Jeffer on County became the 
battleground for a majority of engagement in the Lower Shenandoah 

alle . Both the nion and Confederate armie were growing tired at thi 
point in the war and each of their leader wa earching for a trategy that 
-vvould bring the conflict to an end. At thi point the Confederate needed a 
ict ry to boo t morale in the rank as well a in the capital city. The 

Rebel realized that the Lower alley mu t be given primary attention 
ince it till remained the gateway to the Union capital. One way to control 

the lJower alley wa to eize the tran portation route e pecially the 
railroad. In earl February the Confederate commanders of the force in 
the henandoah alley· de ised a plan de igned to draw Union attention 
to the henandoah alle)' cau ing them to remo e ome of the pres ure 
from other outhern trong point . Thi way the outhemer could begin 
to rebuild their tran portation line throughout the outh and improve 
maneu\1erabilit~ again. Both tran portation and maneuver had been 
halted a a re ult of ederal ictorie and advance . o what began a raid 
to divert the lJ nion' attention northward ended as major battle and 
de a talion in the o er henandoah alley. 

he winter of ) 63-64 p_.._. ed relati el)' quietly for John Black and the 
12th a all)1•

69 

69 Bate, . 3: 1146; Ta~'lor. I 1, ce al o lne Loose and Bound Record · of the Twelfth 
Penn \J,,ania a\'alr~'. J ational rchi e. \ a h1ngton. D.C .. for more detail on the 
regiment, acti \1itic . 
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Martinsburg, Virginia 
January 3, 1864 

My Dear Friend Jennie, 
New Years Day has come and past and the year in full blast and at the 

same time intensely cold all the while thus far. Oh! But it is cold, colder 
than any weather I have experienced since I have been soldiering. Do not 
be the least alarmed when I tell you how I commenced this year. On the 
30th of last month, the news reached us that a considerable force of''rebs'' 
was seen in the Valley and intended to visit this place to pay us in return/ or 
what a portion of our Department did under General A verilP0 a few weeks 
ago. We have kept scouting parties out all the time since, with the 
intention of watching their movements and be ready for them. In the 
meantime General Averill moved his forces to this place to assist us in case 
of an attack and give them a warm reception, with a few of Uncle Sam's 
well-made pills. 

The evening of the 31st a scout of 30 men (among which number /was) 
went to Bunker Hill (10) miles from here, and lay there on picket for the 
night. At 2 o'clock on New Year's morning a lieutenant and (7) men of our 
number moved on in the direction of Winchester. After having traveled 
about seven or eight miles, they were halted by some ''rebs '' who were 
doing picket. This little squad of our boys charged upon them and 
captured 5 of them. Our boys then turned back, thinking they had done 
well enough, and gone as far as they thought safe for that time. They 
traveled along in good glee for several miles, when all at once a squad of 
about 30 ''rebs'' charged out of a thick wood onto our gallant little squad, 
which had to do the best they could. The prisoners were recaptured and 
sorry to say that they captured Sergt. Stiffler of Company ''G'' as good a 
soldier as ever drew a saber.71 The others escaped and joined us again at 
Bunker Hill, we immediately gave chase but could not overtake them, and 
so my much esteemed friend Stiffler is a prisoner of war and I will have to 
endure the suffering and hardship on that '' Belle Isle,, where many a poor 
soldier had breathed his last. I pity the man that is taken these times. I still 

70William Woods Averell, 1832-1900, was a regular a1111y officer, who upon the outbreak 
of the war served initially as colonel of the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry and then as 
commander of the Army of the Potomac's Second Cavalry Division from February-May 
1863. Relieved after the battle of Chancellorsville, Averell then took command of the 
Fourth Separate Brigade, Eighth Corps, in western Virginia until April 1864 and then again 
commanded the Second Cavalry Division. After the September 1864 battle of Fisher's Hill, 
Averell was relieved by General Sheridan for his slow pursuit of the retreating 
Confederates. 

71 See note 63. 
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/1ope that an arrangement will soon be made, and then a good one, to have 
all pri oner e .. Y:changed. 

We pent the e¾ Year's Da.,v at Bunker Hill and at night returned to 
(~amp. The rumor i still afloat that the ''reb '' have a large force at or near 
ij;inche ter. We have a scout of hundred men out at present from our 
regiment, viho had quite a brisk skirmish with them this morning. If they 
i11tend taking this place the)' had better bring more force than they have at 
Winche ter. I ha,)e no idea that thev will come down here to bother us at .,, 

all. The report ju t came in that the ''rebs'' are falling back. All will be quiet 
in a fe~ , da.v . 

On m ) ' return from that cout I received two very interesting and loving 
letter and i ill an i1,,·er them both in this. !was happy to learn of your good 
health and in return I can a; that my health is excellent and I am at all 
ti,ne read; and v.,,i/ling to do my dut}' as a soldier. I will do so if health and 
life permit until the 10th of December 1864, and then /will quit soldiering 
and not reenlist but \t\.'ill return to mJ' native county and state, and let 
other reenli t v\ho think proper. If it were not for .l,,OU I would have 
reenli ted before thi . It is for .,,i 1our sake alone that I will forsake a soldier's 
life at the expiration of my three years. So much I love } 'OU, __ you have often 
told me in _l'O ur letter to not reenlist. And no¾ my dear Jennie, the loved 
one to me of thi \A.'ide world, I v...Ji/1 solemn/;· make this candid vow to you. 
That if God pare mJ life until the expiration of my term I will return to 

.'v·ou. o re t easJ', if others do reenli t, you can safe/;• say that there is one in 
the Arn1*i· that loi'e ;·ou so dear(i· that for }'Our sake he will not 
reenli t . ... 

. } be t re pect to )'our mother and am. Sam G. Evan will leave for 
Penna. in a fei, · da.1· . He l-t ill call to see )'OU . 

. >· lo\ e to ) 'Ou as I close rn_i · name to thi as }'Ours and yours alone. 

John H. Black 

Reenlistment, Marriage, and Promotion 

John Bia k often poke to Jennie of the fact that he would not remain 
in the en1ice after thee piration of hi unit term of ervice. The men of 
the \velfth had enli ted in late I 61 and early I 62 for three ear making 
them eligible for di harge in late I 64 and earl I 65. Man)' other eteran 
regiment \\ere to be di charged in the pring and ummer of I 64, a fact 
that v.1orried the nion high ommand greatl '. 
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With Lieutenant-General Ulysses Grant now in Washington to 
personally direct the spring campaign against Lee, a strong effort was 
made over the winter of 1863-1864 to encourage men to extend their 
enlistments. Benefits to those who reenlisted included a substantial bounty 
and furlough, and the right- to be called a "Veteran Volunteer." 
Additionally, if the required percentage of a unit reenlisted, the unit would 
remain in service and not be disbanded. If this percentage was not reached, 
the Veteran Volunteers would be sent to new units and the old regiment 
broken up. 

The Twelfth Pennsylvania was not disbanded, as John Black and the 
majority of his comrades reenlisted. Loyalty to their unit and their country 
certainly affected many, although the bounty and furlough induced more 
than a few to stay in the service. Black reenlisted on February 1, 1864. At 
some point, probably in late February or early March, he left his unit for a 
furlough home. Black took the opportunity of his visit to marry his 
longtime love. He and Jennie exchanged vows on April 3, 1864. 

There is a gap in the Black letters from January 3 through April 26. 
During part of this period Black was home on furlough. Ironically, as 
recently as January 3 he had assured Jennie he would not reenlist. The 
exact dates ·of Black's furlough are unclear, as is his itinerary. Black 
apparently did some recruiting for his unit while in Pennsylvania. In his 
letter of April 26, 1864, he mentions being at the Chester, Pennsylvania 
army hospital. It is not believed however, that Black was a patient in the 
hospital at this time. He probably was simply visiting a friend or stopping 
at Chester on his journey back to his unit. 

At about the time of his return to Virginia, Black also was promoted 
from first sergeant in Company G to second lieutenant. His promotion 
orders were signed by the commander of the Department of West 
Virginia, Franz Sigel, and dated April 28, 1864. Black now had both a new 
wife and new job. For the rest of 1864 the Twelfth served around Harpers 
Ferry and Charles Town, scouting the area for Rebels.72 

Camp Davis, Near Sandy Hook, Md. 

My Dear Jennie, April 26, 1864 

Once again will I make the attempt to pen you a few lines for no doubt 
you will anxiously be looking/ or another letter from me. I wrote to you on 

72Compiled Service Records and Pension Records for John H. Black; Miscellaneous 
clippings relating to Black in the possession of Marguerite Campbell; Bates, 3: 1146; 
Taylor, 170-171. 
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the 20th ,1,hile 1\1e l11ere at Che ter Hospital telling .i·ou not to anS\-i'er until I 
it rote again. WJ1ich tt1i/l be this. We re,nained at the hospital until 

a1z1rdai noon, ar \-\1hich tin1e ¾'e took the train and landed at Baltimore in .., 

1J1e e\1ening; there "'e remained all night. The next morning ~-i'e got aboard 
the train agai11 and b_~· evening \.1 e landed at Sand __ v Hook one mile from 
Harper!, Ferr;. There i-t'e passed the nig/11 in the cars. Next morning (being 

__ 1,esterda;;J ( Monda_}'} i11e set out afoot for the above named camp ¾1hich 
~i1e found after tra\1elling 4 miles. 

Here i,,e are to re,nain until ¾'e all get horses ¾1hich ma; be in a few 
1-1eek and on the other hand, ma.,i· not be/or months to come. All right 
i1 ith n1e, / c'a11 c·onten1 rnJ self as \A;'e/1 here as an;· other place. Wherever I 
go I n1ake m_}self at home, that ism;, nature, but still m;1 homes are not all 
alike as Jou ,i,e/1 knol-t'. I a,n in excellent health and have been so since I 
left hotne. E.,c·use another short [letter] as accommodations for ¾}riting 
are \Jer; poor .... 

1}1 Dear Jennie, 
• 

John H. Black 
Compan_}' '' G '' 12th Penns;,fvania 
Volunteer Cavalry 
Camp Da,,is near Sand; Hook, Mar;,Jand 

Camp Bolivar Heights, Va. 
Ma;' 6, 1864 

Again ii ill Iii rite to _i,ou in order to fulfill m.i promises to ·v,,,rite at least 
onc·e ever) i1,eek. This is the fourth letter to } 'OU since I left home and up till 
tl1is da_J· at t1oon I have not recei\1ed an_l' from }'OU. But that is easily 
accoz,ntedfor, ii hen! last \.i1rote I ¾'as in Camp Davis, Mary,fand. Since 
1l1a1 1i111e so111e of us have received horses and are at the above named 
place doing tlur.,. Dut.J ·~1 e have here is easy, nothing but picketing and 
drilling. Thar is \.1,e drill the nei4,,, recruits/or our Compan)) now numbering 
104 111en. WJ1en all are out in it makes a grand appearance. This is a ver_i, 
\,,ar111 daJ, I a,11 sitting in the sunshine v-.,1riting al-1.1a_i· and do mind the heat. 
J11e ii ill J1a,,1e our te11t rigged up a little b_i tomorro~ and then ~t)e can get 

a/011g i11 1J1e shade. 1 o '' Rebs '' about here, General S1gel's force is at 
J,J1i11ches1er .... 

Jennie, I ha\1e parted l11ith _}'OU si:¥: ti111es all together, but the last time 
l\ as 1J1e /1ardest to bear. I tl1oi,gl1t it l 'Ot1ld hardlJ be that/ ii1as to /ea,,e l 'OU 

after bei11g 111arried, bur .)'OU kno1,1 dut; called n1e ali a.l, and it had to be 
do11e. Of1e11 do I it and 1/1ink of Jou and \t onder hov., ) 'OU are getting 
along. For I k110\, ) ou are still as d1s(·on1ented as ei1er, I pit) .J'OU indeed I 
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John H. Black 

do from the bottom ofmy heart,for I know you are my best and dearest 
friend on this earth and ever will remain so. Ohl If I only were as certain of 
returning home to you as I am that you will ever prove true to me, would I 
not feel good. The more I sit and think about you the more firmly I 
become attached to you, and with all we have to be separated/or a while 
yet I hope it may not be long anymore. 
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a,11 0. E, ans i in the Quartermaster Department in Camp Davis, 
Md. And p robabl.,i will re,nain there all summer. Jacob Walters and 
Barne.i Engle are both y..:e/1. The weather i very warm. We have a pleasant 
ca,np. 

Well dear Jennie I have at last got the uniform on and doing duty 
different() from lvhat I had been before . ... 

M; Dear Jennie 

John H. Black 
Company '' G '' 
I 2th Penn y lvania Cavalry 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

Bolivar Heights, Virginia 
Sunday, May 8, 1864 

Thi forenoon ¾ hile I was sitting alone in my shelter tent I had the 
atisfaction and pleasure of having a letter from you handed to me . ... I 

tru t thi ¾1ar will soon end and I be permitted to return home safe to you, 
\11here ¾'e (God permitting) will spend many happy days together. I am 
¾'ell and getting alongfine(}. Have not much to do. Our duty consists of 
picketing and drilling the new recruits. I do love to drill the men in 

ompanJ ''G': The_}' are all so obedient and very willing to learn. It is a 
pleasure to be among uch men. 

Thi i a er_i pleasant and health; place. We have very little sickness in 
our c~a,np. I have not heard from Otto and M olly since I left home, and 
indeedfrom no other per on but }'Our elf. I can not imagine what becomes 
of1hen1ail. I uppo e omeofthe eda}'S l wil/geta wholepackoflettersin 
one da.}. I l-t rote to Mac. rnith this morning. I have promised to write to 
him the fir t ¾'eek I ivas in camp, but did not . ... 

Your true and devoted affectionate 
husband 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 

12th Penn y lvania Cavalry 
Harper Ferr.}, Virginia 

1\1_1 D ar and uch Lo\ ed Wife, 

Camp 12th Pa. Vol. Cavalr; 
Boli,,ar Heights, Virginia 

June 3, 1864 

.... rpour inquirJ about ergeant William tiffler of our Compan; can 



74 The Magazine of the 

be answered by telling you that to the best of my knowledge (and sorry to 
say)he is still in the hands of the ''Rebels': In March last he was sent from 
Richmond to the State of Georgia. Poor Billy he must have endured many 
hardships and privations and is still doing so yet. I could shed tears for 
him, if it would do him a partial good. . . . 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company '' G '' 
12th Pa. V. Cavalry 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

Camp Bolivar Heights, Virginia 
June 10, 1864 

My Ever Dear and Loving Wife, 
. . . . This has been quite a cool day, it reminded one of a pleasant 
Autumn day, more so at least than Summer, with all that a very 
interesting and loving letter from you was highly welcome and cheerfully 
greeted by the writer of this . ... 

Queer indeed to me, is how people can manufacture so much news 
about our Regiment as to have it summoned that we are in front of 
Richmond. True if we were ordered to the front we would go obediently 
and do our duty, but up to the present time we have not received any 
orders to leave here. 

On yesterday a scout of 60 men of our Regt. were on a scouting tour, 
across the Shenandoah River in Loudoun Co., Va., came in contact with a 
Rebel scouting party, after quite a brisk and lively skirmish of a half an 
hour our boys drove them, succeeding in capturing one lieutenant and 8 
men. We lost not a man, in killed, wounded, or prisoner. I was on duty in 
camp and consequently was not detailed to go along. . . . 73 

It was quite a surprise to me to hear that John W Hicks resigned. 
Particularly as such times as these. But I presume he had his reasons for 
doing so, better known to him then us. I noticed in the county papers that 
there is a Samuel Black on the list of drafted men. Do you know whether it 
is Brother Samuel? I would like very much to know, I have not heard from 
anry of them since two weeks past . ... 

Everything is moving cheerfully and smoothly in this section. Our duty 

73 0R, Series I, Volume 37, Part l, 162. Brigadier General Max Weber reported that a 
scouting party from the Twelfth Cavalry was sent into Loudoun County after Mosby's 
men. The Pennsylvanians "scattered the party, took 8 men prisoners and 7 horses, and 
returned without any loss." 
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i a ea _i· as ever, and i1·e are en}o,i'ing it cheer/ u/(y. Joseph E. Engle74 

reported to the compan_)' ;·e terdaJ' evening, he looks as "'ell as ever. There 
are at pre ent but three of our CompanJ' absent, two of which (Stiffler and 
Gardner f -~ are pri oners and one in the hospital in Mar;1land. There is but 
one in 1l1e hospital at this place, and that is Jo eph A. Lundy. 76 /fear he 
i1 ill ne\'er get out of that, poor fel/0Y11 I pity him ver; much. The others JOI are 
all in (~amp and i,•:e/1. Barne.,i·, Evans and Walters are well to wish to 
re111e111bered ~1.1ith great respect to ; 1ou . ... 

Jen11ie dear, to ou I sa __ v be as content as nature will allow, take good 
care of .l'our elf. Let time glide b;, as simplJ,' as possible, trusting that you 
and I¾ ill li\'e to ee the end of this wicked rebellion [and] be permitted to 
f1'1eet each other again knowing that peace is once more restored to our 
countr;1 and then live together in peace and harmony for years to come. 

uch i m; pra_}'er and I know it is .,vours too from the heart. My dear wife 
to _l'OU 1nJ: ever devoted and undivided love now and forever and ever. 
While to this I cheerful/ attach my name as }'our true and devoted and 
affectiona1e husband. 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 

12th Pa. V. Cavalry 
Harpers Ferr}, Virginia 

In the ummer and fall of 1864 the henandoah Valley ·became the 
cene of hea fighting. General Jubal Earl wa detached by General Lee 

from the line around Peter burg to operate in the Valley. Lee hoped to 
dra ederal troop a a from Peter burg. After initial Confederate 
ucce .. including a threatening move again t Wa hington D.C. 

Lieutenant General 1 e . Grant ordered Major-General Phillip 
heridan to take command of nion force in the Valley and drive Early 

out. In a ma terf ul campaign heridan would rout Early and lay wa te to 
the onf ederate breadba ket. 

John Black and the Twelfth a alr would be hea ily invol ed in the 
ub quent campaign. In earl to mid-Jul the regiment now part of the 

4 ] o cph . ngle enli ted a a Farrier in ompan}' G on February 29, I 64, to erve for 
three ~'ear . He \\'a mustered out \Vlth hi compan on Jul)' 20, I 65. 

orporal John . ardner of ompany G wa mu tered into erv1ce on February 13, 
I 6_. He ,va captured b} Confederate force on February 3, l 64 and ub equent1y 
rclea ed . He ,va di charged b)1 pecial Order on pnl 15, I 65 

~6 Private Jo eph . Lunday enl1 ted on arch 2 , 1 64 for three }'ear ervice. He v.a 
m~tered out \\ith h1 compan on Jul)' 20, I 65. 
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First Brigade of the First Cavalry Division, participated in actions at 
Solomon's Gap, Pleasant Valley, and Crampton's Gap. At Pleasant 
Valley the Pennsylvanians were commended for their ''gallantry" by their 
brigade commander. 

The Twelfth was also heavily involved at the July 23-24 Battle of 
Kernstown, where Early's forces attacked Union troops under the 
command of Major General George Crook. On the 23rd the regiment 
fought dismounted as skirmishers, and assisted in driving forward the 
Confederate defenders. On the following day, however, the reinforced 
Confederates forced the Federals to retreat with heavy casualties. Colonel 
William B. Tibbits' Cavalry Brigade, including the Twelfth, charged the 
enemy at the battle's close and checked their pursuit. The Pennsylvanians 
suffered one killed and nineteen wounded in the battle. Colonel Tibbits 
commended Lieutenant Colonel Bell of the Twelfth and Lieutenant 
Colonel Bott of the Fifteenth New York Cavalry ''for the brave and 
efficient manner in which they commanded their regiments, especially 
when their commands were dismounted on the ski1·1nish line. ''77 

Camp Bolivar Heights, Virginia 
August 7, 1864 

My Dear and Much Loved Wife, 
.... God only knows when I will get to see you. I trust it will not be long. I 
suppose the people are on a great scare again in Pennsylvania, about the 
rebels. If they would have seen and met as many as we have since the 4th of 
July they would get used to seeing them. On, the 4th of this month we had 
quite a lively and spirited skirmish with the chaps about 8 miles from 
[here]. It lasted for two hours. We had two men wounded, 5 horses 
Yv'ounded and 3 horses killed. We brought all the men off the battlefield. It 
was one of the most brilliant skirmishes that I have ever been in during the 
war. I and my horse escaped unhurt. The whole affair was a grand victory 
on our part. 

Today everything is quiet in this section. Quite a large army moved 
through here yesterday and the day before. They will find the enemy this 
evening or tomorrow. 

Dear Jennie I am very sorry to report to you that I lost that picture of 

77 Engle, passim; Bates, 3: 1146-1148; 0 R, Series I, Volume 38, Part 1, 286-331. Two good 
accounts of Sheridan's campaigns are Jeffry D. Wert, From Winchester to Cedar Creek: 
The Shenandoah Campaign of 1864 (Carlisle, PA: South Mountain Press, 1987); and 
Edward J. Stackpole, Sheridan in the Shenandoah (New York: Bonanza Books, n.d.). 
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.l'Our . I never 111a ~ o orr.) for anything in rn.v life before, but o it is. I can 
not help, I thought I» a taking all the care of it I could. I trust Jou will 
oon end r11e that photograph .}"Ou poke of and also send one to ;our 

cousin (1\1aggie Black, mick burg, Indiana Co., Pennsylvania) . 
. . . . Jennie ho1-v are the folks at the toll gate b}' thi time. I suppose they 
rejoice \.t·l1en the ne¥tt' was afloat that I was killed or badly wounded. But 
di appointed no doubt" hen the}'found that it ¾'GS a false rumor. I do not 
knoi1 holt such new get afloat. I suppose ome chap has been writing 
tl1at I 1-i as ii'ounded on the 4th of Ju~r' and did not state hoYv' bad/ and 
from that rumors arose. If no one gets wor e wounded than I have been 
the1' need not fear. For m_v part I did not call it a wound it v1-as only a 
cratch a rhe ball pa ed bJ. Jennie rest eas}' it i my opinion that I am to 

/i\1e to ee the end of this ¾1icked rebellion and return to you and live.for 
;·ear to come in harmon_v and happiness . ... 

Your true and affectionate 
husband 

lieutenant John H. Black 
C ompan_i' '' G '' 12 P. V Cav. 
Harpers Ferry Va. 

On ugu t 21 I 64 the Twelfth participated in another major battle 
kno~1n a ameron Depot located we t of Charle Town. In thi 
engageme nt Jubal arl)' onfederate urpri ed a portion of heridan' 
troop and, after harp fighting ucceeded in driving the Yankee back 
through harle To n and ea t to ard Halltown. The Federal uffered 
60 c~ ualtie~ in the battle, and the onfederat le than fift . De pite 

the defeat the T\\elfth ca alry, again fighting di mounted eem to have 
perf rmed well er __ ing to a degree their le - ucce f ul operation of I 62 
and I 6 . 

\1r D ar U/ife Jen,1ie, 

Camp Boli\ar Height , Virginia 
Augu I 22, 1 64 

.... I \L,ppo. e .i ou ha\'e great ru111or i11 regard to the Arm_l of the 
}1 11a11cl oaJ1. Ti111e are \;'er_l li\1el_l ancl intere ting. The Granli Ball 

Engle "9- : OR. enc I. \1olu me 43. Part I 4 .... 4-42 . 74 7 5 
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opened at daylight yesterday morning about 4 miles from Charlestown 
and was kept up pretty brisk all day. It opened again this morning and 
while I write I hear the cannon booming quite lively. The Cavalry had ver.v 
heavy fighting yesterday. Our regiment the Gallant 12th made a bold and 
daring charge through the enemies line yesterday afternoon and charged 
back again but sad was the fate of many of the boys. Lieutenant Colonel 
Bel/79 and the Adjutant80 were both wounded and are now in town. Quite 
a number were killed and wounded. We lost heavily in horses. No one 
need to charge the 12th with cowardice any more. She went on the charge 
yesterday after two other Regiments refused. I did not happen to be with 
it. I was ordered to the Regiment on the 19th of the month and on the 20th 
I was ordered back to this place again, and will remain here for some time 
to come. I can not give you much news in regards to the battle that is now 
raging but will when I write again if I am spared to do so. Barney Engle has 
returned to us again, he had been taken prisoner the day we went to 
Martinsburg, but escaped since. Was he not lucky. He is well and feels 
lively after getting away from the Rebels . ... 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company '' G '' 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cav. 
Bolivar Heights, Virginia 

October 2, 1864 
My Dear Wife, 
.... I was pleased to learn that you are still in excellent health and getting 
finely. I in return can inform that I have a very severe cold, otherwise well 
enough. The cold will soon disappear. I had a letter from home a few days 
ago. Jerry made mention of you being there, I was pleased to hear it 
indeed. I wish I could have been there with you, but I could not and so it is. 

79William Bell was mustered into service on March 21, 1862 as a captain, to serve for 
three years. He was promoted to major on April 25, 1862 and to lieutenant-colonel on July 
2, 1864. He was discharged by Special Order on October 5, I 864. 

80It is unclear which adjutant Black is mentioning, perhaps Graves B. Hammer. 
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You appear to be ver.l' an.x:ious to see me, no doubt of it all, and I would 
111uch like to see .J'OU, but at present it can not be, but in all probability it 
~i1ill he someti11·1e in the coming winter, providing I am living and not in the 
l1ands of the Rebels. 

The Rebs are prett_v scarce in the valle_v these times. Sheridan has 
i11hipped 1J1em .. ~hamefull __ v and driven (what he did not kill or catch) over 
JOO n1ile and still in pursuit o.f them yet. He is the general/or this va//ey. 81 

A _feii ,nore such whippings to the rebels will end this war and let us 
soldiers go ho,ne. I think the end of the vi ar is fast coming. It can not come 
too soon/or ,ne, provided it is ended honorably. No other way do I ever 
ii ish to ,see it ended. Ohl When this ¾'Gr is [over] all soldiers be permitted 
to relurn ho111e safe to those whom the_i' lo\,e .... Everything is quiet 
about /1ere and noi1·. 

lieutenant John H. Black 
CompanJ ''G'' 

12th Penns_vlvania Cavalr; 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

Camp 12th Pa. V. Cav. 
Boli,-'ar Heights, Virginia 

October .4, 1864 
· 1J Dear Wife, 

.... /1 is ,n.} pri\1ilege thi evening to report to _vou in the best of health. 
fl heaclache and bad co/cl have disappeared and left me again perfectly 

l\ ell . ... 
Tin1es are ga; in the Val/e_l'- o enem_J near at present except a few 

guerrila occasional/; and the;· do not amount to an; thing, Sheridan is 
O\ er JOO 111ile fro,11 here, and did ver~v ¾'ell. He is one of those generals 
tl1at gai11 \1icrorie a,1clfolloii· tl1e1n up. I see b_J1 the papers that Grant82 is 
1110, i11g bold and urel; on toi-t ard Richmond. I don't think the day far 
d,:~rant u11til 1l1e 11e\1 ii ill be sent forth on the i1)ires that Petersburg and 
Ric/11110,zd are ours. Oh I What glorious ne~ s that lt·ill be. The da_l" is fast 
dral\1ing nig/1 \t l1e11 thi ,i·ar ii ill be 0\'er at least I hai'e that opinion. And 

1 During the um mer and fall of I 64, l nion ajar-General Phillip hendan operated 
in tht.: "' hcnandoah \1alle)' aga in,t Confederate force under Generdl Jubal Early. The re ult 
,,a a erie ' Of '"' ma,h1ng\'1ctone forthe ederal ',\\'h1chclearedthe henandoahofregular 

onfederatc troop for the remainder of the \Var. 
21n earl)~ I 64 Lieutenant-General I}':) e Grant wa appointed commander-in-chief 

of tht: nion arm1e'> )though George 1eade remained 1n nominal command of the Army 
of the Potomac. Grant exerci cd effect1,c field command of that force a \\'ell . 
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then the soldiers be permitted to return to their beloved homes. Me to my 
dear wife nevermore to leave her while life remains. Oh! Will not that be 
j oyful news to you and me. I wish that day were here and I know you do 
too . .... 

lieut. John H. Black 
Co. ''G'' 12 Pa. V. Cav. 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

Colonel John Mosby's Confederate partisans became even more active 
during the fall of 1864. Perhaps his most famous and daring exploit was 
the so-called ''Greenback Raid'' of October 13-14, 1864. After learning 
that a Federal paymaster had left Washington on the Baltimore and Ohio 
tracks, Mosby set out across the Shenandoah River on the night of the 
thirteenth to raid the train carrying paymasters. When they arrived at the 
Duffields Depot twenty men were assigned to the task of pulling up the 
rails. With the completion of the job the men hid in the bushes and waited 
for the approaching train, which to their surprise passed right by. The B. 
and 0. track was a double track through Jefferson County and the men 
had tom the wrong track. Infuriated by this blunder Mosby ordered the 
men to tear. up the other track and decided to wait for the next train. 
Although Mosby did not realize it at the time, the two Federal paymasters 
had missed their train and had to take the next express. At 2: 15 a.m. on the 
fourteenth the next train approached and after a great rumble was 
disrailed. Mosby's men boarded the train and robbed the paymasters and 
found some $168,000 in greenbacks. Mosby then ordered the train burned 
and fled the scene, returning safely across the Shenandoah River. John 
Black would leave a vivid account of the raid and of the Federals efforts to 
capture Mosby.s3 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cav. 
Bolivar Heights, Virginia 

Sunday, October 16, 1864 
My Dear Wife, 
.... The weather is very pleasant just cool enough. These cool nights are 

83 Engle, 68-70; Festus D. Summers, The Baltimore and Ohio in the Civil War (New 
York: G.P . Putnam's Sons, 1939), 174-175; Virgil Carrington Jones, Ranger Mosby 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1944), 216-220; OR, Series I, Volume 43, 
Part 2, 368-372. 
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splendid for !>·Jeeping. Mo quitoes and gnat do not gna11· a person ¾hen 
a leep. Winter is dra~1 ing near, ju t the time I enjo_~, soldiering 1tt hen in 
good health. Through the kindnes of an all ¾·i e Providence I am 
per111itted to report ,n.J elf in e,~l'ellent health and able for an_y military 
dut_i in1po et! 0 11 rne. Dul)' i pretl}' ea)' " 'ith us at present, ho¾ long it 
1tt ill continue o I can not tell. The health of the Regiment is getting better, 
\ 1er_1 fe1-1 ick. T¾10 Y..'eeks ago "e had quite a large sick list but the doctor 
has cured near/;• all of them. 

£\1er_) thing i quiet in the Valle_}'. There ¾'as quite an excitement here the 
other 111orning. A quad of Mo eb} s Guerrillas made their appearance 
on the Baltin1ore and Ohio Railroad about seven miles from here in the 
direction of Martin burg. [TheJ'] Ran the expre s train off the track, 
c~aptured all the pa enger aboard, n1aking prisoners of all the soldiers 
v-..1ho1n the.~· robbed of all their mone_y,jewelr;1, and in fact ever} thing that 
i-i 'as o_f an.i \1alue. Among them were a Pa;,·master from whom the;' took 
se\1ent.J' thou and dollars. The citizens and ¾'Omen they robbed of all their 
mone.J, hat , hoe , coats, jev..1elr.J·, sha¾ Is and all thal to them proved 
valuable. The; then el fire to the train (after taking out the baggage and 
the e.~pre afe)and burnt it. leaving there a corpse of a poor soldier that 
it·as bei11g ent home to hi friend, inhuman wretches. When this was 
l'ompleted, the_l mounted peedi(i,,, released the citizens and ladies and 
,,1ade their ,1 ·a .}' to nicker Ferr;· ¾'ith all possible speed and were soon 
afe in the mountain . A oon as the news reached Harpers Ferr_}' all the 

a\ailableforce i1.as ent inpur uit of the marauders. We went as fast as the 
hor e. could carr_}' u , but the_i had made their time good and were gone. 
The.1 l-1 ill con1e once too often, if ,-i,e get hold of that crel-i', remember we 
i1 ill deal none 10 eas_J 11·ith them. The road i all right again as though 
nothing had l1appened. The damage done to the Railroad Company in 
burning tl1e train i about 1,1 eli1e thousand dollar . 

We are bu i() ' engaged in drilling ne¾ recruits. We have filled our 
Reg1111e11t again to replace the lo of this summer but those last men ¾'e 
rece,, ed \\'ere all one _i'ear chap . B)' the time rhe_l get proper(r· initiated 
into tl1e reali1ie of a oldier dut_i· and life their ti1ne ¾ ill e.,xpire, and I trust 
1J1e i1 ar \i ill be O\1er b.l that 1i,ne and ,1 e all can get home . ... 

Your true devoted and affectionate 
hu band 

Lieut. John H. Black 
o. ''G'' 12 Pa. V. Ca . 

Harper Ferr.} , • • • 
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Camp Bolivar Heights, Virginia 
October 27, 1864 

My Dear and Much Loved Wife Jennie, 
.... It is quite a rainy evening, and cool too, but we need not complain, 
the time of year has come for such weather . ... Ohl Dear Jennie!!! You 
can hardly conceive how rejoiced I was this day on opening your letter to 
find your photograph contained therein. It is far superior to the other, I 
think it almost natural, on looking at it. I think I can almost see my dear 
standing before me. I prize it very highly and take the utmost care of it. 
And not have it lost as I had that likeness. But that was not my fault . ... 
[Speaking about Jennies friend Sue] I think her and Skyles had better 
make their minds and have the ''knot'' tied and not waste time so foolishly 
in sitting up at night-where they might be in the bed together, that is 
providing he would not go soldiering. . . . There is nothing new in the 
valley, all is quiet for the present. We are getting along fine. On next 
M onday we will have a muster day again, after that the paymaster but 
how soon we do not know. 

lieutenant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cavalry 
Bolivar Heights, Virginia 

October 30, 1864 
My Dear and Loving Wife, 
.... The weather is very pleasant, and I am in excellent health, with one 
slight exception. I have a toothache this evening. I presume it will be well 
by morning. At least I trust so. We are getting along very well, and are all 
in fine spirits. Nothing new in the Valley. Rebels have grown scarce of late. 
We have not yet conceived any idea of going into winter quarters, and 
rather think we will not this winter. Time alone will disclose all those 
things. Tomorrow will be a muster day for pay, and after that the 
paymaster. But no telling when thereafter . ... 

lieutenant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 

12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 
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.. fhe guerrilla warfare fought in we tern Virginia was va tly different 
than the conventional fighting taking place a relatively hort distance to 
the ea t. It required aggre · i e elf-reliant leadership at the regimental 
le\'el, along with ea onal veteran , conditioned to perfo1·1n independent­
l:;1• majority of the officer and men of the Twelfth Pennsylvania 

a\1alr did not eem to po e these trait . Constant changes in the 
command tructure did little to f o ter unit cohesion and the Second 

ana a and Winche ter debacle everely damaged the Twelfth's esprit 
de corp . The regiment al o eemed to suffer from a chronic shortage of 
men equipment, and particularly hor e . 

In October I 64 a letter to Major General Philip Sheridan Brigadier­
General John D. teven on commanding the Military District of 
Harper erry wa extemely critical of the Twelfth. He called the unit 
~ not trictly reliable and added: 

for Ca airy it was a farce to give me the Twelfth 
Penn ylvania and call it a cavalry. They have only 336 men, 
o ten ibly mounted of which number not more than 200 can 
tum out mounted for the field. 84 

General heridan oon gained hi own negative impression of the 
T'A1elfth . Following continued attack by Mo by's men in the Valley and 
the eeming inabilit of nion force to eradicate the guerrillas Sheridan 
~rote in e asperation to te en on: 

It i reported that Major Congdon of the Twelfth Pennsyl­
ania report the enemy in force at or near Charle Town. 
ind out if he ha made thi untruthful report. If the Twelfth 

Penn ylvania Cavalry cannot keep that country clear of 
guerrilla I \ ill take the houlder trap off of every officer 
belonging to the regiment and di mount the regiment in 
di grace. ~ 

The que tion of the reliabiliitj' of the Penn lvanian became o acute 
that b)1 mid-December 1864 te en on requested the Twelfth be 
\\1ithdravt1n from h1 force and ent to the 11n of the Potomac. Believ·ing 
that thi mo,1e "\\ ould be manife ti for the good of the en:ice," 

te\1en on felt he could "get along ith a mailer regiment in good 
di cipline and \\1ith good officer. . 6 

0 R erie I \ 1olume 43, Part 2 391 . 
lbt<I .. 66 . 
Ibid.. 9 . 
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The appointment of Regular A1·111y officer Marcus A. Reno to the 
colonelship of the Twelfth Cavalry seemed to improve the unit's 
perlo1·1nance or at least its discipline. In early February 1865, a party 
under Lieutenant Harlow Guild failed to capture a group of Rebels who 
had ambushed a Baltimore and Ohio train and then robbed its engineer. 
Guild bungled the pursuit, not following the route prescribed by his 
commander. As a result his forces was fired upon by another group of the 
Twelfth Cavalry, and one trooper was wounded. An infuriated Reno 
arrested Guild and called for his immediate dismissal. He did not wish to 
court-martial the officer, reporting that a trial ''would occupy more time 
than he is worth. He is entirely unfit for a commission, in as much as he 
takes no pains to improve himself, nor does he study to render himself 
worthy of his position. He, although never what you could charge as 
drunkenness, is always full, and when not stupefied with whiskey he is 
with opium. His perf 01·111ance last night is sufficient evidence against him 
to hang him". 87 

Despite the alleged incompetence of at least a portion of the Twelfth 
Cavalry, the regime,nt served in the Shenandoah Valley until the end of the 
war. The majority of the officers and men in the unit, including John 
Black served honorably in a very difficult situation. The increasing 
frustration of the Federals and growing desperation of the Confederates 
contributed to a brutalization of the fighting in the Shenandoah, which 
reached its peak in the second half of I 864 and early 1865. Atrocities, 
including the execution of prisoners, became more common. The period 
of the gentlemen's war had certainly passed. 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cavalry 
Charlestown, Virginia 

December 5, 1864 
My Dear Wife, 
.... Duty is none too severe. The weather is quite cool just the kind of 
weather I enjoy best. Nothing new in the Valley, rebels are scarce. I have 
not heard of any of late, except night before last while I was on picket ten 
or so made their appearance. We fired a few shots at them and they left 
quicker than they came. No one hurt, it being too dark to take aim on the 
rascals. In my opinion everything is moving along very promising and I 

87 Ibid., Series I, Volume 46, 455; see also Stephen Starr, The Union Cavalry in the Civil 
War, 3 vols., (Baton Rouge: Louisana State University Press, 1979-1985), 2: 342-349, 
361-364. 



Jeff er on ount}' Hi torical ociet)' 85 

reall_i believe the rebellion is fast dra¾ ing to a close. I hope my opinion 
111a) be l'Orrectfor I long to see the end of this cruel war, that I may return 
ho,ne afe to m; Jennie, never again to leave her while life remains. 

o pa.i master on hand, we are expecting everyday. I heard this 
111orning that he »'ould be this week/or sure, good/or him Isa} .... 

M.1 Dear Jt'ife, 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cavalry 
Charlestown, Virginia 

December 6, 1864 

.... TJ1e \-t1eather is ,,er_} pleasant. We have what might be termed ''Indian 
um mer''. It is u ~ ho can en)OJ' it in reality. Our duty is not very hard. We 

are getting along ver; 1,,1,,efl, have no reason whatever to complain. 
£i,er; thing quiet in the Valle;', Rebels are not troubling us any. We are 
bu .l building table for our horses. We have com/ ortable quarters for 
ou,4 el\1e and i11ill also have for the hor es. If we should be so luck;,' as to 
re111ain here during the ¾·inter l1:e will undoubted/;} have a pleasant time of 
it. But there is no kno\-i·ing ¾1hat maJ' turn up when we least expect it . ... 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan_v ''G'' 
12th Penns_vlvania Cavalr; 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cava!rJ' 
Charles to¾ n, Virginia 

December 8, 1864 
1; Dear Wife, 

Qz,it a blu ter.J· e\1ening, thi , the l1-'eather ha made a great change. 
}'e 1ercla_1 i, as perfi c·t ''Indian um mer': Today is real winter, the wind 
l1iKh, air, er_J' (·old and the be t plac·e I c·an.find is the ide of m.v stove. That 
1 i1 he11 I a1r1 not on dut_l. But j u ta Ifini hed the above line the Adjutant 
l'at,1 ro 111J rent and told ,ne that it fall m .. v dut~v for picket tomorro¾ 
111or11in , ood for 111e for 24 l1our . It is no hard dut_l' and on(}' comes 
about once a \t·eek the e time . 

o ooner /1ad the djutant gone then in rep the "elcome ,nail 
.. arrier . ... Fir t 1/1it1 I notice in ~}·our letter is, that ome of the bo_}/S are 
it riting J10111e tl1at 1J1e_J intend reenli ting/or five _iear , and al o that John 
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Walters says he intends to do so. All right if they do so, then you tell me 
not to get that foolish notion in my head. No fears Jennie, and if ever I 
should, why you would be asked about it, and you saying no to it would 
settle the question/or good. Had you not said yes, last winter when I asked 
the privilege to reenlist, I never should have reenlisted, but would be 
mustered out of service on the 18th of next February, with Sam 0. Evans 
and a few others. Then, remember dear, I was only __ vour lover, but now, it 
is far different. Now I have more reason to listen to ; 1our advice than 
then . ... 

Well! Well! Another visitor at my door. He brought to me this weeks 
copy of our regimental paper. So with this letter I will send it, trusting that 
you had received the other copy as this. I wonder whether I will have any 
more visitors as I close this epistle, let them come. I will receive them 
courteously . .... 

Sam 0. Evans is well. He is not with us at present. He is connected with 
the ''Engineer Corps'' at Harpers Ferry, having a gay and joyful time. He 
will remain there until he is discharged. Barney is well. Everything is quiet 
in the Valley. Have not heard anything of rebels about for over a week 
past-except on the night of the 3rd while I was on duty of which I told 
you in af ormer letter. Jennie, no paymaster yet with us, and no signs now 
for a month to come . ... 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cavalry 
Charlestown, Virginia 

December 20, 1864 
My Dear and Loving Wife, 
.... on Sunday morning at 6 o'clock we set out on a march and by 
evening we found ourselves in Winchester. Today we returned and this 
evening [is] my first opportunity to answer and so I will improve it indeed. 

I was very happy indeed to learn of your good health, and can report 
myself to you the same, trusting that we may always have such good 
for tune. You appear to have plenty of snow and cold weather as well as 
we, and say Oh! how you would like to have me with you these cold 
nights. Remember there is another [that] wishes the same, but such can 
not be case at present and God only knows when it will be. About me 
getting home, I can not tell you anymore about it than before, not 
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k110,i,i11g \1 l1en .f urlougl1J~ "' ill be granted. 1

0 1 ivhile the arm.i,• s kept 
111O\1i11g like rJ1e.J1 are at present. So Jennie rest eas.i and bear in mind that I 
,, ill bear l10111e to see .i1ou "henever I can get a¾'a)\ if it should so happen 
1l1a1 I crJi,lli 1101 get hon1e this "inter the fault will be not mine, and 
1l1erefore I 111ill not be to bla111e. I tt'ould like \'er_l' ,nuch to see _l'OU, but if 
1101 per111i11ecl to go, ,11hJ' it cant be helped. . . . Enclose I send _i·ou 
a1101 l1er paper . ... 

Your e,1er true devoted and ~ffectionate 
husband 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan~J' ''G '' 
12th Pa. V. Cav. 

Camp, 12 Pa. V. Ca\,1a/ry 
Charlestown, Virginia 

December 26, 1864 
,f _J' Dear a11cl Loving Wife, 

Good 111or11ing to .J)ou. I trust .l'OU are ive/1. Christmas is over and a ga_v 
a11cl jo/~1 1in1e it l,,as indeed to us. We had several roasted fo¾'ls and a 
\ ariet_J of otl1er good things, also a slight sprinkling of something good to 
c/1·i11k i11 tlze J1ape ofl1hiske;. It being the first I'd drank since the 21st qf 

e1;1e111ber last, I did not take an overdose, but had enough in me last 
,11igl11 to 111ake 111efeel a little ''booz_)) 1: Excuse me dear Jennie for doing so, 
I ca11 1101 l1elp but tell _}'Ou. I do nothing but iv'hat I lA.1ill tell _i,•ou of: 

. . . . o .l'OU did \1enture to hai1e .J'our J or tune told,just as/ 1t1,1ould have 
do11e lt oz,/d I J1a\1e been there, and am pleased that she told .vou nothing 
bacl. TT1e cl1ildren part is quite gaJ. I i1'ou/d not doubt but 1rt1hat that part 
111igl11 co111e true, as like/; things as that ha,,e happened and may happen 
agai11. I k11oi\ I ,,,ill ha, e no objections to it. I ii'ould like to ha,·e been 
JJrese111 l1 l1e11 .J oi1r fortune ii1as being told. l c·ould have amused ,11.vself 
a11cl /Jrobab(, laugl1ed s·on1ei11hat too. I s·ee that J'OU still express ;1ourself 
11111cJ1 cli co111e111ecl, a,1clfeel lone~}'. I dot1 't doubt _} our "'ord in the least. I 
p,-e u111e ., oi, ,1 ill be o all tl1e i1 l1ile I re111ain fron1 _i,ou. 

}'oL, a .. ~k 111e one, er_} 11ice little qi,estion, ii1hich is, " 'hether I "'ould not 
1·a1J1er be at J10111e ,1 ir/1 .) ou 1/1an in the ar,n;. On the ne:•.:t page the a11sl11er. 
I l11oz,lc/far rather be at l10111e ii1ith) ou than l1ere. Before i,1e it ere n1arr1ed 
111_) i1zclinatio11 .for 1110\1i11g arou11d \11ere ver_} great. BL,t since then the_} 
J1a\ e c l1a11ged co11 iderabl and to tell _i ou the candid rru t that if i1,e 
lt oz,ltl l1a\ e been 111arried one J'ear ago, I ne\1er could ha,,e had the idea of 
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reenlisting at all. In that case I would be mustered out of service on the 
17th of February next. But now it is different. When I reenlisted I told you 
in good faith that I would be promoted to a lieutenancy and then in one 
year thereafter I would resign, but since my promotion General Grant 
issued an order refusing to accept resignations, except in case of disability. 
So you see where I am, and the fault is not mine . ... 

There was a sad affair took place yesterday in Company ''E'' of our 
regiment. Two men of the company had some difficulties between 
themselves, and undertook to settle it by having a fight, the one proved 
treacherous and instead of resorting to blows with the fzst he drew his 
pistol and shot the other through the head, causing death in two hours. 
What a horrible thing it is to think of The murderer is now in arrest and in 
all probability will meet his doom on the scaffold, which will be doing 
justice to him. I have no sympathy for him, and could not have for any 
murderer . ... 

Oh! But I wish I could be with you. It is three years since I spent the last 
Christmas and New Years in your company, little thinking then that I 
would now be absence from you. I don't see how this war can continue 
one year longer. I wish it were over now. . . . 

Some talk of us being paid this week but only for the months July and 
August. By the last of this month even if we do not get two months pay we 
will have four months more due us. It will be good when it comes. One 
consolation we have if we don't get it soon, we will not be liable to spend it 
very soon. If we get paid this week I will send you about one hundred 
dollars, but will write to you about it before I send it. 

Everything is quiet in the Valley. No enemy to be seen or heard of Duty 
is still very easy. No news of giving furloughs yet. I wish they would soon 
commence granting them for I would very much like to pay you a visit 
about the latter part of this month, and have a gay and happily time with 
you a few days, I know we would enjoy ourselves . ... 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company ''G'' 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

Camp 12 Pa. V. Cavalry 
Charlestown, Virginia 

December 28, 1864 
My Dear Wife, 

As the rain is rattling quite fast on the canvas roof of my humble tent I 
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\\ ill e,11p/o_l a fe'r\ pare moments in penning J'OU some items although 
,1one of great itnportance, but b .. v the bJ' it ma} constitute a letter. This is 
1101011 a11 \i,er to an_} one. M.}) health is e~r:ceedingl}' good and I am getting 
along so 1r1·ell that I ha\1e no rea on to complain at all but on the other hand 
a111 1l1a11k_fi1I. The weather is rain} and the mud deep and plenty. 

Jennie dear I had a dream last night that I rather think I must relate to 
_l oz, a ) 'OU ~i'ere one of the character in it. It lit1as a very odd and also 
laughable one. I dreamed that I had obtained three days leave of absence 
and tarted home 10 see J'Ou. The first place I thought I landed was at 

aughns old ta\1ern. There I got drunk and remained so for two days, and 
t\t o nighr , then I took a notion I ¾'ould take a ¾'alk down the road and 
.~ee _l ou. I did o and found _J:ou scrubbing and spoke to you. I thought Jou 
turned around to n1e and told me coolly to go and spend that day and 
night ,1 here I had spent the last tlvo. Without a word I turned around, 
lt e111 bac'k to the ta\1ern, took a meal, and left for camp bJ' train, and 
arri,,ed afe in c'amp, and then I awakened and found myself in ca,np in 
bed. J.Vhat po e sed me to dream so I can not tell, but so it was in my 
drean1. 

£,,er.J thing i quiet in the Valle;· .Yet. Sergeant William J. Stiffler of our 
cotnpan;, taken prisoner on the 1st of January 1864, died in Rebel Prison, 
AnclerL oni ille, Georgia, on the 8th of May last. We ¾'ere notified of it on 
the 26th ln .. st. b_ll a 1 t ergt. of the 5th lovt)a Cavalry, who was a fellow 
fJri oner o..f Will' but is now exchanged and M-1ith his regiment. Poor 

tifjler, I <·ould not help shedding tears 1r11hen I heard it. He was a 
parti(~u/ar and i1 arm friend of mine. I wrote a letter to his mother and that 
at1 af/el·tionate one too. I also wrote a piece for our paper which _}·ou will 
ee i,,1 tl1e ne.:rt one Jou receive . ... 

1/.1 Dear U ife 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan_} ''G'' 
12th Pa. V Ca\1. 

Charles to¾ n, Virginia 
December 29, 1864 

}'e re,-cla_.i e\1eni11g I li rote .Jou a letter but did not get it mailed in 
ccJ11 eqi,1ence of t/1e 111ail l'arrier leaving for the Ferr_i be/ ore hi u ual 
ri111e . ... I a1,1 i\ ell and J1a,1e no rea on to complain, except that I can not 
er 1}1arfi,rloi,gl11e1. I till liie in hope of getting it ometime. Better late 

1/1a11 I1e, er . .. . T11e pa_} I11a rer is in ca,r1p tonight. He ~1.1ill commence 
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paying tomorrow morning it will take him about three days to pay us all. 
So soon as paid I will express to you what I can spare. We only get two 

months pay this time. On Saturday we will be mustered for four months 
more. 

My compliments to all inquiring friends. My love to you. 
Your ever true devoted and affectionate 

husband 
lieutenant John H. Black 
Co. ''G'' 
12th P. V. Cav. 

1865 

By early 1865 it appeared evident to most observers that the 
Confederacy was on the verge of collapse. Lincoln's reelection the 
previous November had dashed Southern hopes for a negotiated 
settlement to the war. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia, having withstood 
Grant's onslaught throughout the summer and fall, was stretched to the 
breaking point in its defense lines around Petersburg. General William T. 
Sherman, having presented Savannah to the nation as a Christmas 
present, prepared to embark on his destructive trek through the Carolinas. 
Defeatism, inflation, and shortages off ood and supplies convinced many 
Southerners that the war was lost. 

Despite the grim outlook, rebel forces continued to fight. In the 
Shenandoah Valley, John Mosby's partisans remained active, continuing 
their raiding and ambushing tactics , notwithstanding their commander's 
severe wounding in December 1864. 

The Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, along with the other Union forces 
in the Valley, continued their frustrating attempts to clear the area of 
Mosby's men. John H. Black passed a relatively quiet winter, much of it 
spent at Harpers Ferry on Court martial duty. No doubt he hoped that 
1864-65 would be the last winter he had to spend away from his beloved 
Jennie.88 

88 Bates, I 148. See James J . Williamson, Mosby's Rangers: A record of the Operations of 
the Forty-third Battalion Virginia Cavalry (New York: Ralph Kenyon Publisher, 1896); 
John Scott, Partisan life With Colonel Mosby (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1867); 
John Munson, Reminiscences of a Mosby Guerrilla (1906, reprint ed. Washington, D.C.: 
Zenger I 983); all passim, for details on Mosby's operations. 
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1.1 Dear a11d Loi1ing Wife, 

91 

Can1p 12th Pa. Vol. Cavalr_i 
Charle town, Virginia 

January /, 1865 

.... The 'eii1 Years da.i1 i near~}' gone b_v. It i,,as quite a happ_i' one to me, 
but far l1appier l1'0uld it have been had I spent it in compan __ i' with } 'OU m; 
dear l-i·ife. Oh but I do "i h I ¾'a at home with .►'OU these daJ'S. What a 
happ_l tin1e \1'e could have indeed. The ¾'eather is verJ,' cold. Sno¾-1 on the 
ground again. It is the ver_l thing/or me I tt'ould a/~'a_~'S rather have cold 
\-\ ea1}1er and sno¾' in ~ inter than ¾'arm, ¾'et, and mudd;. 

Well Jennie dear, the long looked J or and anxious/; expected 
pa_1 ,11aster has at la t vi ited us and tt'as kind enough to pa; us two months 
i\1age . Whe,1 there '1 'GS actual(i six months due us. (On _r'esterday we were 
nzusrered.for the other months, and no kno"1ing when we will be paid, 
ne\,erthele I don't care a great deal 1,vith "'hat I did receive I can send a 
portion to Jou.) Don't knott e:r.:act(l ho¾' much, not less than $75.00 and 
ii ill hai1e a good hare for m_i·self. If I could have received the six months 
pa; at one time I could have quite a sum for _vou. What I have to send to 
.l ou thi 1i1ne, I ¾'ill e:tpre s tomorro¾' and enclose the receipt for the 
an1ount in thi letter. You can receii1e it at the same place ) 'OU received the 
last, a11cl as 00,1 as receii,ed let n1e kno¾. I send it to ) 'OU as a ew Years 
gift, although it ii ill be rather late. Don't J orget mother " 'hen it reaches 
) 'OU, .... 

I ha\ e \ er.} eas.) ti111e at present. On the 27th o_f last month I tt'as 
cietailed a a 111e1-r1ber of the board of General Court Martial. We are on 
dut.\ fi, ,e da.J each i\ eek, and but three hours eac'h da.,~·, and ha\1e the rest 
of 1/1e ti111e e,11 ire/; to ourse/i,e . Our meetings are held at Harpers Ferr;. 
U e e.x:pecr it 10 l"Onti11uef or three months, it ma .. i be longer and it ma.v not 
be .. o long. Our dur.i con is1s in tr.J·ing all case of enlisted men J or 
d errion, liiJ'obedie11(·e of order , etc. That 1r1urder c·ase I mentioned in a 
.f or111er letter ii ill con1e before u in a cour e of a ii·eek or so. So _i·ou see I 
a111free o_f cout a11d picket dut_i· at the present and v.,1i/l be o long as " 'e 
r 111ait1 in e io11. A in 'r I a luck.,i Jello it· .... 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
ompan_}' G 

1 .. th Penn 1 l\1ania V. Ca\1alr1 
• • 
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Camp 12 Pa. V. Cavalry, Charlestown, Virginia 

My Dear Wife, Jan. 5 / 65 
.... I am perfectly aware that you are laboring under great discontent­
ment in regard to me . ... I would if it were in my power (for your sake 
alone) leave the service immediately, but dear Jennie it is altogether 
beyond my control and power. Many is the night after I lay me down in 
my humble soldier cot, that I get to studying about you, and me being 
absent from you. While so studying often do the tears come unbidden. I 
like the service, and were it not for you my dearest earthly friend I would 
always be a soldier, but no, I will not always be a soldier. At my first 
honorable opportunity I will quit the service and return to you, but bear in 
mind never dishonorably,for the latter would break my heart. Oh had I 
not reenlisted on the 17th of next month I could and would claim my 
discharge and return to you but it is too late and that is over. So we will let 
that pass by and hope for the best the Lord being our guide. 

I am sorry to learn that you did not have a merry Christmas. If I would 
have been there you would have had, for I know I could have made it a 
happy one for you. 

So you say that James Irvin is cutting quite a dash among the ladies. 
Good for him. Did he ever tell you how he happened to get wounded? It 
was not in battle it was merely an accidental shot in camp made too by 
himself. At least his lieutenant told me so a few days ago. That is all I know 
about it. I am pleased to hear that Mr. Lovell has become a professor of 
Religion. I trust that he will live a life in accordance with his profession 
and be a useful man in the community. I wish you and I were Christians. 
Would it not be joyful? . ... 

I sent you $100 on last Monday which I presume you have received. It is 
entirely at your disposal,just you get what you need and think proper for 
yourself and mother and bear in mind I will be satisfied . ... 

You see by the last paper I sent you that our Colonel left us. Since then 
we have had the honor to have a new one appointed. Reno I believe is his 
name. He came to camp this evening. He is a young man, but a bright 
chap I presume.B9 

89 Marcus Albert Reno (1835-1889) graduated from West Point in 1857, twentieth in a 
class of thirty-eight. He initially served in the First Dragoons and the First Cavalry, before 
being appointed colonel of the Twelfth Cavalry in January 1865. Following the Civil War, 
Reno taught tactics at West Point and was head of the New Orleans Freedmen's Bureau. 
He later was assigned to the Seventh United States Cavalry, a portion of which he 
commanded during George Armstrong Custer's disastrous I 876 Campaign. Accused of 
cowardice during that battle, Reno turned increasingly to drink and was dismissed from the 
army in I 880. 
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I a111111i,c~h obliged for tho e stamp . You need not send me any more as 
I a111 0 11 di,t.,l ' at the Ferr_i, and can get plenl}' at the office. I had ga_y and 

• 
ea .. ~ 1 11,ne.\·. . . . 

• 

lieutenant John H. Black 

Harpers Ferry, Virginia 
January 11, 1865 

Dear Wf/e, 
.... I a,~1 getting along ver_y 'r1 1ell and have no reason to complain 
li hatever. but on the other hand have reason to be very thankful that it is 
a lt ell ii ith ,ne a it i . This ha been a very pleasant day, yesterday it 
raineci l-t it hour c·easing. Tomorrow may be a cold and blustery day as far 
a ~ I kno\,t'. The v-.1eather changes with us in an hours time. No telling one 
da; \-1:hat it ill be the next. You will see by the heading of this letter that I 
a,11 at the Ferr_i in~tead of Charlestown, and intend to remain here for 
·0111e rime to l·on1e. Excu e the short letter. Remember me to mother and 

aunt. f_J' lo\;'e to _i'ou ¾ hile to this m;' name as your ever true devoted and 
q[fectionate hu band. 

lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan)' ''G'' 

Camp 12th Pa. Vol. Cavalry 
Charlestown, Virginia 

January 12, 1865 
\.1_~ Dear Wife, 

Thi. e, ening I left the Ferr_}' on a \1isit to camp. Tomorro¾ morning I 
i, ill go back to the Ferr)' again . ... 

o Jin1 In in i ick, queer indeed that o man.,i who go home on leave, 
get ic·k about 1he 1in1e their leave expires and then get their leave 
e -1er1cled. Ir i getting quite fa hionable among them. Queer indeed that 
&r,1e.l did nor end his 11101her ome mone}. He recei,,ed $82, and I really 
1/1i11k l1e l1ould hai'e ent her a portion at least one half. He is quite a 
pe11cltl1rif1 and ii·ill pend it all in afe¾ i\·eeks time if he does not send it 

ho111e. 
111 ,\ eat/1 r i1 as quit plea ant toda~i. I enjo_v it ver_i much. I am getting 

a/orig ad111irab!J i, ell, , erJ ea _i dut.l ' indeed . ... 
E, e r_1·1l1i11g i quiet in the Valle_}. 'o mo\1e of an} kind going on at 

p,·e~ ent. The troop are all enjo_} ing them elve . not much dut_l' for 
an_, 0 11 . E,a,1 , &rne;, Gii·in a11d Lun~l· are ¾'ell. Evan ¾'ill be mustered 
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out of service the 17th of next month and will then return to civil life. I 
wish I could go with him. Ohl Would not that be joyful news then to you 
and me. But here I am a veteran . ... 

lieutenant John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Harpers Ferry, Virginia 
January 13, 1865 

My Dear Wife, 
. . . . This is not intended as a letter, just simply a note accompanying a 
copy of our paper [The Guidon].90 

You will notice that our new Colonel received quite a flattering notice in 
its columns. No doubt he is richly deserving it. In my humble opinion he is 
an excellent officer, and a gentleman . ... 

lieutenant John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Harpers Ferry, Virginia 
January 17, 1865 

My Dear Wife, 
.... I am still at the Ferry on duty for 3 hours each day and I am well 
pleased with my position, couldn't be better pleased while in the service. 
The only objection I have to my duty here is that while this court lasts I 
cannot get home but so soon as it adjourns I think I will be alright. I am 
real confident that I will get off between this and Spring. An order has 
reached our Regiment grantingfurloughs of 15 days so that when you see 
me coming home you may expect me to stay for that time. Rest easy and 
content yourself. All will be right. The prospects are bright be/ ore us. I 
begin to think the war is fast drawing to a close and peace is not so far off 
as some might think. I have no idea of spending another year in this 

• service. 
Everything is quiet in the Valley, as quiet as ever, our new Colonel is 

drilling the Regiment and getting along with it splendidly. We are 

90 1he Guidon was a camp newpaper published irregularly by the Twelfth cavalry during 
late 1864 and early 1865. At least one issue, Volume I, No. 4, December 22, 1864, is known 

• to survive. 
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expecti,1g the pa_~ 111ru·rer here next iveek to pay us the 4 months due us. I 
\\ ill be pleased to see him . ... 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan; G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
January 20, 1865 

M_J1 Dear Wife Jennie, 
You tt1ill see b;, the above that I a,n in Camp again. I came out on the 

trai11 1/1is evening on a visit, and viii/I return to the Ferry in the morning. I 
found 1J1e hois all getting along very well . ... 

Jennie, I cannot tell you vet when I¾ ill be at home, but as I told l'OU - . ~ 

be.fore I a,11 c·o~(ident that I vt1ill get home as the Spring Campaign opens. I 
ari1 .~till 011 dutJ' at the Ferry and may befo,· several months _yet. It is quite 
ea,~.1 dut; a,1d no risks to run. I have quite easy times . ... 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlesto»1n, Virginia 

January 28, 1865 
Dear Wife, 
.... You i1,1ill see b_) the above that I am on a visit to camp again. I will go 
back to the Ferr)' on tomorrow noon train . ... 

• 

£\,er; thing is quiet in the Valley. Ever_ybodJ,1 is getting the opinion that 
tl1e \i1ar \i1ill 1101 last man;; months more . ... 

.J Dear J·J/ife, 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan; G 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestown, Virginia 

Februar;, JO, 1865 

.... I J1ave better hope noli of ge11ing home than l have had this 'vl1inter 
for 1/1e i111ple reaso11 that the General Court Martial of »1hich I was a 
111e1i1ber i di solved and I have returned 10 my regiment, and am no"' 
a si,red bJ' 1l1e alone/ that I i\1ill get a furlough in the course of 4 or 5 
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weeks. So all right. So be in good cheer Jennie, if my life and health are so 
long spared you may positively expect to see me at home on leave of 15 
days some time in the month of March. Ohl But I long for the time to 
come, for I am getting pretty much as you say you are. I am getting 
anxious to see you and cannot rest until I do see you and spend a few and 
very pleasant and happy days with you . ... 

Quite a sad affair will take place at Harpers Ferry, Virginia on Friday 
the 17th inst. Five men (soldiers) are to [be] shot to death for desertion. 
They were tried and sentenced by our court. They belong to New York 
regiments. It is hard but I must say it is nothing more than justice . ... 

A portion of our company were on a scout a Jew days ago, and had a 
slight skirmish. In which one man of Company G by the name of John 
Frye91 was killed. The boys killed one reb and wounded two and came off 
victorious. We buried the man of our Company by the honors of war 
today . ... 

Dear ~Vife, 

First Lieutenant John H. Black 
Co. G 12th Pa. Cav. 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestown, Virginia 

February 14, 1865 

.... The weather is still on the cold order. In my opinion we have [had] a 
full share of winter this year. All the better. For the colder the winter is the 
healthier it is. . . . 

I was very much disappointed to hear that Dave Gildae [?] had given up 
the idea of going into the army. It is queer indeed that Dave is satisfied 
with but 3 months duty as a soldier for his countrys cause. It appears to 
me that I could not forgive myself if I had served but three months. For my 
part, I have done more and J or your sake if I could get out of service 
honorably I would quit right off, but if I ever live to get out of service alive 
it will be honorable. I have resolved to obey all orders and do my duty as a 
soldier and /find I get along a great deal better than those who are always 
finding J au/ts. 

Your congratulations in regard to my promotion are kindly accepted. 
In a Jew days I will send you my commission and other papers J or safe 
keeping, J or I know you are the one to take good care of anything J or 
me . ... 

91 Private John Frye was mustered into service for three years on February 22, 1864. He 
was killed at Charles Town, West Virginia on February 7, 1865. 
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}'ou a.sked 1,1e \:\ho J1a 1,1) place in the l'Ompan.J. BJ' exan1ining the 
fJQ/Jer a.I /aJ·t \t eek that I end enclosed _i'ou i11ill see that the name is spelt 

c Giifj·i,11l1e paper bi,t the proper vt'a_J' to pell it is McGough. 92 He will 
111ake a,1 e ... ~(·ellent o.!Ji<·er. A bout getting home, .i'ou ma_}' depend upon me 
,fJet1i,1g l1 cJ1;1e i11 1arc·h so111etime. 

TJ1e ( ~afJtain93 goe home in a fe¾' da.,~'s and ¾'hen he returns I i11ill get 
off o re~ t ea _) , _}'Ou ,1 ill get to ee me in not ver.i· long. So be in good 
J1eal1l1 Jennie. I ii ill be about. 

£, ·an 1t·ill be t11ustered out Frida_l' of thi " 'eek also Will Gl-1->in. Barne}' 
E11gle i lt'e/1, lun~l i lt'ell. 

Dec1,~ Wife, 

Fir t Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestovt'n, Virginia 

February 20, 1865 

.... Thi~ i quite a plea ant da;·. The now is fast disappearing. It cannot 
tand the J·ltn. I am" ell and getting along very' smooth!). Have quite eas;1 

ti1t1e . bi,1 ha,,e not _i et succeeded in getting that furlough. I don't kno¾J 
l1o l1 .~~oon I 1,1a_i get it. Captain McAteer leaves for home tomorro¾' on 
.fifteen da_l1 Jea\1e. It appears that m; time has not come ;et. /presume that 
it \1 ill bef ortl1co1"t1ing. £\1er_l thing is quiet at present. We do something at 
cfrilli11g ,, J1e11 tl1e ii·eather permit . 

On f ricla_) la t I \1 ent to the Ferr_} to witness the execution of two 
'-\olclie1· , rried and entenced to be hot to death for de ertion. They were 
b1·cJi1gJ11 out acl·ording to order, under the tune of the death march, and 
after rl1e 111i11i 1er, pra_l·ed it•ith them for a half hour the.~, kneeled b;· the 
blal·k coffi,1 and pra; ed them e/ve , then arose and bid each other 
goocl-b_, e. lfier tl1at tl1eir hand were tied behind their backs, the sentence 
of cieat/1 read 10 1/1e111. 

TI1e_}· 1J1e11 rook 1}1eir eat on 1he_foo1 of the coffin, each facing ten men 
l\ /10 l\ ere a1·111ecl reac(, 10 rec·ei,,e the \t'or.d to fire. At this critical moment 

9-1\ndre\\' Mc ough \\a mu tered into ompany G on Januar~' I . I 62 for three }ear . 
He \\'a promoted to fir t ergeant and ub equentl)' to econd lieutenant .. and v.1a 

mu tcrcd out \\'ith ht lOmpan~' on Jul)' 20, 1 65 
9 Patric · H. ~1c teer \\a captain of ompan)' G. He \\.a mu tered into ervice on 

Fcbruar ' 1 , I 6 ... tor three )'ea~ On December 22. I 63 he "'a promoted from fir ·t 
licuLcnant to captain. and on Jul}' 20. I 65 he \\'a mu tered out. 
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in came a fleet horseman bearing a dispatch. On opening and reading it 
proved to be a reprieve. The General then made forward and informed the 
boys that they were pardoned. You had better think they were pleased, 
they walked towards each other and shook hands again with joy. They 
were not the only ones that rejoiced, everyone present was pleased. They 
marched from there with lighter hearts than they came with. 

I don't think they will ever desert again while they live. There were 
about 3000 present, soldiers and citizens . ... 

First Lieutenant John H. Black 
Company G 

P. S. Enclosed you will find my commission and a few other documents 
which you will please take care of JHB 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestown, Virginia 

February 21, 1865 
My Dear and Loving Wife, 
.... I see by your letter that you are still discontented and very anxious to 
see me come home. Well Jennie dear in truth to you, I have made every 
effort thus far to get away, and have not yet succeeded, and no knowing 
when /may. 

I trust they will not postpone it too long. It will not be over one month 
before the Spring campaign will open in this section and then chances to 
get home will cease. 

Still I am in hopes that I will get away yet. If I do not dear Jennie, 
(whatever you do), do not blame me,f or really it will not be my fault. I am 
very anxious to see, and be with you a few days. You complain of the 
nights being so cold. I would like to be with you at present. It would not be 
so cold then. Don't you think I am right? 
.... Enclosed I will send you the paper last week. You will notice the 
muster out of some of company G. 

Everything is quiet in this section of the army. 
Oh I Jennie, I am in great hopes of the war closing this Summer coming. 

Our army is successful everywhere. Oh! Then I can return to youf or good. 
What joyful times those will be . ... 

First Lieutenant John H. Black 
Co. ''G'' 
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Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Februar}' 23, 1865 

Dear Wife, 
Good afternoon to _}'OU. With us the ¾'eather is ver.v muddy'- The snow 

i thaii1ing and it i al o raining. o doubt } 'OU are a¾1are how our camp 
look amid all that. One consolation we have on a rainy daJ', and it is only 
one and that i there is no drilling to be done. Form;, part I would rather 
eefair \\ ea1her than the a'a_v it is . ... It real/}' appears to me that I am not 

to get hon1e tl1is pring, and I cannot tell the reason why. I have effort time 
and again and all is no avail so far. I ¾1ill not give it up ~vet, but will 
per evere until the last. I ma_l not be fortunate enough yet . ... 

1 ei1-· from our southern armies is excellent. If Sherman continues on a 
"hile a he has done for the last few months., I don't think there vt.:ill be 
rr1uchfighting to be done. The soldiers all are thinking about getting home 
for good o,netime next summer. Would that not be glorious. I trust it 
1nal' be o . 

• 

First Lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan} G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestown, Virginia 

March 2, 1865 
Dear Wife, 
.... I can report 111_i· elf in a good health as ever a11d getting along ver_v 
,i ell in e\1er_l \1 a _l e.r:cept in the »'a.J of getting a ''leave of absence,, to go 
ho111e. /11 that latter I ha\e afar failed, neverthele s I have not gi\1en it up 
_i et. l i,t i1 ·ill tr_,i u111il the last, and if /fail dear Jennie do not blame me at 
all. I a111 ,,er_l a,1.:"<iou to ee _i·ou. Great report that .. J'OU give about the 
oldier~ 1 \\ 1, ,e at ho1ne. I pre un1e the_i' get cold these cold nights and think 

a bec!fello\t a gootl 1hing to keep them \i·arm, that is providing the_i' la_1 
rig/11 c·lo e together, as ~ uch bedfelloi1 general(l' do, 11·hen sleeping in a 
bed . ... 

E,er_) thing i · gz,iet at pre~sent. Rain_J' i\·eather and n1ud plent_J .... 

Your e,,er true de\1oted and affectionate 
hu band 
l I Lieut. John H. Black 

on1pan_1 G 
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Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestown, Virginia 

March 6, 1865 
My Dear Wife, 
. . . . You mentioned about receiving a paper. I presume it will be the last 
one you will get of that kind. The establishment is closed, the men who 
were carrying it on were wanted for duty and consequently had to quit 
work, and so it closed up. 

Now about the getting home. It is with sorrow that I have to acquaint 
you of the fact that it is all over for this time. On Saturday last an order 
reached the Regiment saying there would be no more furloughs granted, 
and as I had not yet had mine granted, it came under that order, and here I 
am going to tell you that you need not look for me home this spring, 
because it is now out of the question. I well know that this news will grieve 
you and no doubt cause you to take a cry, but indeed I can't and could not 
help it. I have never been so sadly disappointed since I have been in the 
Army, so dear Jennie content yourself as well as you can and live in hopes 
of the war ending during the coming summer, and in the hope of me 
getting safe to you ere another winter and that to remain with you . ... 

The news of the valley is very encouraging this evening. The rumor is 
that General Sheridan attacked the rebel General Early at Charlottesville, 
Va., and captured him and his staff officers and 1800 men. Good/or the 
gallant Sheridan. If appears that our troops are victorious wherever they 
go nowadays. 

So Jennie I tell you again be of good cheer. This war will close ere long 
and you and I may be the kindest of providence, be permitted to spend 
many happy days together yet . ... 

Dear Wife, 

lieutenant John H. Black 
Company G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestown, Virginia 

March 12, 1865 

.... It is not in my power to give you a letter of much length this time as 
the news is very scarce, but such as it afloat I will give you. You state that 
you have not seen anything of Sam 0. Evans. I have learned that he is 2nd 

94This rumor proved false. Sheridan did not capture Early. 
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Lieut .. in the 16th Pa. Cavalr.l. I am plea ed to hear that Will Irving called 
to ee .Jou, Jame P. teY.:art95 has returned to the company and did not 
find 11n1e to call on .. .i'ou. The going home que lion as I told )OU before is 
''pla.} ed out,, .for thi time . ... Do not trouble yourself much about 
coming u1111ner. I do not think it is a going to be a rough campaign. I am 
ge11ing in better hope everJ1daJ' about the war soon closing. It cannot 
clo e too oon for me. You are well aM-'are of that. 

The iveather i ver; favorable. The mud is fast drying away. We had 
quite a grand regimental drill today, we made quite a displa __ v. The boys are 
all mounted on good hor e and wel/preparedfor the field, and may be 
called on an_ da to forward march. 

We are not troubled b_ rebels in this ection at present. · . .. 
First Lieutenant John H. Black 
Compan G 

Camp 12th Pa. Cav. 
Charlestown, Virginia 

M.J Dear Wife March 16, 1865 
.... I an1 getting along er.Y well have no reason to complain of anything 
but that I did not get m leave . ... I live in hopes that the war is fast 
drawing to a clo e and then I trust that I will be among the number to 
return home afe and ound . ... 

I am orr; to hear that [the] Walters have not heard anything from 
Ja ob. I fear he has met hi fate of many others that were confined in 
rebeldom, poor Jello¾ if it i o. I trust and hope that he will yet be heard 
from "hen the re t of the prisoners arrive. 

A1101her ,nan of compan;· G wa sent to his long home. On last week a 
felt o_f our cout ¾'ere out on a tour and came across a few rebels, had a 
bri kjight, re ulted in killing one man (James E. McHugh/6 Compan}' G 
and ~i oundin one of Cornpan;,· Mand capturing two others. Our boys 
'.A. ounded i of them. e1-1: from all the Departments of our arm; is very 
encouraging. It cau e the oldier to be jubilant and cheerf u/ . ... 

John H. Black 
Fir t Lieutenant 
Compan_ G 
12th Pa. Cav. 

9 Jame P. "' te\\·an enli ted 1n ompan G on ugu t 2 I 62 and \\'a d1 charged by 
General Order on June I. I 65. 

Jam . cHugh \\ mustered into enice on arch 30._ I 64 for three year . He wa 
illed in action at harle ToYln on arch 13, I 65. 
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The approach of Spring brought an increase in military activity in the 
lower Shenandoah Valley. On March 17, Colonel Marcus Reno of the 
Twelfth Cavalry received instructions from Major-General Winfield S. 
Hancock, commanding the Middle Military Division at Winchester, to 
mount an expedition into Loudoun County in search of Confederate 
guerrillas. 97 

On the morning of March 20, Reno led a force of about 1,000 men out 
from Harpers Ferry. His command consisted of the First United States 
Veteran Infantry, the Twelfth Cavalry, and the Loudoun County 
Rangers. This latter organization was composed of loyal Virginians who 
had formed themselves into a Union cavalry unit. The Rangers had 
proven to be quite effective in counter-guerrilla operations against Mosby 
and other Confederate bands. 

After encamping at Hillsboro on the night of March 20-21, the column 
moved on to Purcellville, with the cavalry passing through Leesburg, 
Waterford, and Wheatland. On both days the Federals skirmished with 
Mosby's Rebels, while also ''destroying what forage could be found in the 
possessions. ~s 

With his command concentrated at Purcellville, Reno pushed on 
towards Hamilton (also known as Harmony), a small hamlet southeast of 
Charles Town. Confederate resistance increased as the Federals ap­
proached the village. Briscoe Goodheart of the Loudoun Rangers 
described the situation: 

The column marched down the pike towards Hamilton, and 
the rebels marched along parallel with our column, but kept 
about a half a mile away. They were also in our advance and 
rear about the same distance. Whenever a hill or ravine would 
protect them they would crawl near enough to the road to 
bushwack us, and we kept out a skirmish line on each side and 
rear, and an advance guard to prevent a surprise.99 

John Mosby had gathered about 120 of his command at Hamilton to 
contest the Yankee advance. Posting the bulk of his forces about one mile 
south of town on the road to Silcott Springs, he sent six riders towards 
Hamilton to try and draw the Federal cavalry into his trap. Taking the 

970R, Series I, Volume 46, Part I, 535-536. 
98/bid. 
99 Briscoe Goodhart, History of the Independent Loudon Rangers, U.S. Vol. Cav. 

(Scouts), 1862-1865, (Washington, D.C.: Press of McGill and Wallace, 1896), 191-192; Dr. 
J.G. Wiltshire, "Mosby's Men," Confederate Veteran 8, No. 2 (1896): 74-75. 
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bait. the blue coat ca\alry charged down the pike after the Confederate . 
l_,ieutenant John Black led the cha e. 

pproaching a mall ri e .. the Yankee were a toni hed when Mo by' 
main force attacked them from the front and flank. In a brief swirling 
meelee the ederal lo t nine killed and twelve wounded before retreating 
to the afet}1 of their infantry .. with the rebel in hot pursuit. A volley from 
the foot oldier dro e the Confederate off. 

mong the nion wounded wa John Black. In hand-to-hand combat 
ith harle ilt hire of Mo by command Black wa unhor ed and left 

on the ground 'badl tunned 'by a pi tol ball that entered the mall ofhi 
back abo ·e the right hip. The wound evidently affected Black's spine 
paral11zing hi legs. Black wa left behind in Confederate hands when the 

nion force retreated. Although a Confederate participant later 
remembered Black a 'the gallant lieutenant'' who had led the charge this 
did not top the Rebel from tripping him of all his valuable and leaving 
him clad in only ~pantaloon hirt, and drawer . "100 

1
0 doubt becau e of the eriou ne ~ of hi wound Mosby' men did 

not keep Black pri oner. It i unclear how or by whom, but the wounded 
officer w~ placed in the home of a nioni t family in Loudoun County. 

he '}lould care for him until he could be moved. A relieved Jennie Black 
recei\ed the new of her hu band' wounding from a brief telegram. Initial 
report had been recei ed in Penn ylvania that Black had been killed in 
the Hamilton fight. e eral new paper had carried announcement of hi 
demi ' C. 

Black ould remain in the hand of two different pro-Union familie 
until early ay, ~,hen he a able to travel to Harper Ferry for further 
con ale cence. John Black ne er again erved with the Twelfth Cavalry. 

fter hi v.1ound had healed ufficiently he apparently returned home to 
Penn ,.rJ,,ania to be ith Jennie. The Twelfth meanwhile had moved to .. 
the i init)' of Winche ter, irginia. It tayed there until July 20 when 
\\

1itl1 the e '"""""tion of ho tiliti the men were mu tered out of ervice. On 
the mu ter-out roll for om pan} G Black \.\1as Ii ted a 'Ab ent ick on 
account of a e,1ere gun hot ound recei,1ed in action at Hamiltonville 

u d n o u n t }' , \ 1 a . a re h 2 1 , I 6 5. 1 o 1 

lroni ally after ha ing erved on active dut for four year he had been 
\\

1ounded in the la t ignificant combat action in\l.1hich the regiment had 

1 lbicl. 
101 /bit/.; al o om piled enrice Record and Pension File for John Blac . 
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been involved. While the other survivors of the Twelfth quickly began the 
transition from military to civilian life, John Black was left with the agony 
of his wound, and the realization that his life would never be the same as it 
had before the war, Black would survive, but he was left a semi-invalid for 
the remainder of his life. While the skirmish at Hamilton did not rank with 
the great battles of the war, to John Black and a few of his comrades it was 
just as costly. 

Charlestown, Virginia 
March 31, 1865 

Miss Jennie Black, 
I received your dispatch this day and answered it immediately but could 

not explain to you in the dispatch all in regard to your dear husband. He 
was badly wounded on Tuesday 21, March in a fight at Hamilton, 
Loudon Co., Va. I left him on Satterday last. He was getting along very 
well considering his wound. I think he will get well, I do hope he will. In 
him I have lost a good officer and a brave soldier. When he was wounded I 
had but little hope of his recovery but there are hopes now. I will let you 
know as soon as I hear from him. He is fifteen miles from here. He's with a 
good union family and will be well cared for, and as soon as he is able to be 
moved he will be brought to Harpers Ferry. He told me when I left him to 
have his money sent home to you which was done as soon as I returned. 
Yours very respectfully, 

P.H. McAteer 
Capt. Co. G 
12th Pa. Vol. Cavalry 

Loudon County, Virginia 
My Dear Wife, 

Undoubtedly you have heard through my friends in camp of the 
misfortune that befell me on Tuesday the 2 I st of March. [I was so badly] 
wounded that I had to be left behind when the Regiment returned to 
Charlestown. 

It is now my good/ or tune to report to you that I am recovering rapidly 
and in a few days expect to leave here on a trip to the Ferry. As soon as I 
reach the Ferry I will again write to you. I would have written to you 
before but had no opportunity of sending it. A friend of mine will see that 
this crosses the river between this and Monday. Do not get uneasy about 
me. My wound is not dangerous, anymore. It was rather so at first. Jennie, 
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do not trouble yourself about me not having good care taken of me. 
Although I was left here entirely among strangers they proved to be good 
Union friends. I received every care and attention that could be bestowed 
on anyone. 

I have been at two different houses. The first place I was at was an old 
lady and her three daughters. They treated me as a mother and sisters 
would treat a person. I remained there two weeks getting better but not 
well enough to stand a trip over the river. For fear some rebels might 
chance along and move me south, I was one night moved to where I now 
am. Here I am receiving every care and attention that can be given anyone. 
So do not on that score trouble yourself at all. Just be thankful as I am that 
my life was spared at all. When /fell from my horse, wounded, I thought 
my day was sealed, but good care and attention saved me. I never shall 
forget those who took such great interest in my behalf. 

Remember me to Mother and Aunt kindly and please let the folks at 
home know that you received this note from me. My wound gives me no 
pain at all, I rest quite easy. The wound was made by a pistol ball above 
the right hip in the small of the back. When the ball struck me, both my 
legs and in fact all of the parts of my body below the wound was paralyzed. 
That is what has disabled me so. I am speedily recovering/ram that and 
hope soon to be able to walk again. My love to you while my name to this 
as your true, devoted, and affectionate husband. 

John H. Black 

P.S. I will write in a few days when I get over the river. JHB 

Camp 12th P. V C. near Winchester, 
Virginia 

April 9, 1865 
Miss Jennie Black, 

Your letter dated April 1st was received a few days ago but being on the 
march then and ever since I was unable to answer sooner. As this is the 
earliest opportunity I will improve it and answer your letter to the best of 
my knowledge. The Captain also received a letter from you and would 
have answered but as I am writing he thought it unnecessary. As we have 
been on the march ever since I wrote you we have been unable to hear 
anything at all about your husband. You wish to know where he was 
wounded. The ball entered his body on the right side, passing near the 
spine and coming out on the left side. The Captain saw him the third day 
after he was wounded. He was much better then and in good hopes of 
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getting 1-t ell oon and the doctors all aid he ¾ ill get well soon. 
You al o »·i hed to know where he is and if you can get to him. He is at a 

citizen' house near Hamiltonvi/le, Loudon County, and about 25 miles 
from Harper Ferr . I think you can get to him if you undertake to come 
to ee him. You can come to Harpers Ferry by railroad and go to General 

te enson' headquarters (He is the Commanding General there) and 
inquire for Captain Grubb. He is Captain of the Loudon Rangers, [and] 
he i acquainted with the people where he is and he 1,1,•ill assist you in getting 
to ee ., our hu band. It i impossible for me to get to Harpers Ferry or I 
would meet you at the depot and go with you to General Stevenson s 
headquarter. . 

aptain Grubb says it is a good Union mans house that he is at and he 
will be taken of As it is getting late I will close. If there is any other 
information I can give you it will be a great pleasure to me to do. There is 
four letter here for the Lieutenant what shall I do with them. Please write 

oon and let me know if you have heard anything/ram lieutenant and if I 
hear an thing I will write. I remain our sincere well wisher. 

James P. Stewart 
Company G 
12th Pa. Vol. Cav. 
Winchester, Virginia 

P. . Plea e e cu e this miserable letter as it is raining and the water is 
dropping through the tent as you can see from the appearance of this 
paper. J. P tewart 

Loudon County, Virginia 
May 1, 1865 

Dear Wife, 
Again do I undertake to indite ou afew hasty lines. Still in the above 

nan1ed count; about 18 miles from Harpers Ferry. I had thought when I 
~ rote ) 'OU la t that b this time I would have been over the river, but am 
not ·et. I uppo e ., ou think it very' strange that ou do not hear more 
frequent from me, but as I told ou before it is only occasionally that an 
opporlunit_, i afforded to end a letter. There i not any po t office on this 
id of 1he river. Thi has to be ent 15 miles to be mailed. I am mending a 

little e er; da_i gaining trength. I uppo e in the cour e of a few weeks I 
ill b able 10" alk about b the help of crutche . I am pretty po itive that 

I ill be at th Ferr in le than a eekfrom now and then I can write to 
ou and get an ansl er, or ha e you come to ee me. Jennie, do not get 
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uneasy about me. I am getting along as well as can be expected. I have as 
good attention paid me as any use in for any position to have. 

I have not written to father since I have been wounded. I thought it just 
as well if you would still let them know how I was. 

I rest very easy at night have very little pains, and have as good an 
appetite as anyone need have for to stay in one room all the time. A Dixie 
lady says I shall give you her best compliment. She is one of those 
belonging to the place where I am at. Remember me kindly to Mother and 
Aunt and folks out at home. Tell them to give themselves no uneasiness 
about me, I am getting along smoothly. 

Remember me kindly to all inquiringfriends. Nothing more at this time 
but my love to you while to this my name as your ever true devoted and 
affectionate husband. 

Dear Wife, 

lieutenant John H. Black 

Bolivar, Virginia 
May 9, 1865 

It is now just one week since I last wrote to you. I then stated that in less 
than a weekfrom then /would be over the river. On Sunday last through 
the kindest of some of the best Union people to be found anywhere, /was 
brought to the Ferry, that is to Harpers Ferry. From there I was taken to a 
private house in Bolivar a mile from the Ferry. Mr. William Gore is the 
name of the person I am staying with. It is the same place I boarded at 
when I was on duty at the Ferry last winter. I am very thankful that I have 
at least reached this place. I am as yet unable to walk. My feet are helpless, 
they are swollen nearly all the time. I rest very easy. Have not much pain. I 
heard from the Regiment since I came over the river. Sergeant Ginter102 

came down from Winchester yesterday to see me. They had heard that 
morning that I was still among the living and had reached the Ferry. I also 
heard from yesterday Mr. Williamson 103 of Company G who taken 
prisoner on the same day I was wounded. [He] called to see me and stated 
the he had seen you on the 25th of April. Ohl But I was rejoiced to hear 
from you. It did me so much good. 

Corporal James P. Stewart sent me all my letters that were on hand and 
other papers, and also the receipt of the $270 that he sent you. I had 

102 David M. Ginter enlisted in Company G on January 8, 1862 for three years service. He 
was promoted to first sergeant and mustered out with his company on July 20, 1865. 

103 Private Jno. H. Williamson was mustered into service for three years on February 13, 
1862. He was mustered out with his company on July 20, I 865. 
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1l1ougl11 1}1a1 he l1ad ent ; ·ou 320 tl1a1 I left 1,;1:ith him, but he ~'>aici after 
/1eari11g rl1a1 I i1 a i1'0L,ndeci and had fallen in the hand of Lhe enem_i that I 
1i oz,/d he robbed of e\1er.J' cent of n1one.i· I had and o he retained $50 for 
111e a,1d ent it to 111e .J esterda.J. 

True enough the.i clid rob me to per:fection. I had but $20 in mone;, ivith 
111e. 711e1 got that. Took m;· hat, boots, jacket, vest, shirt collar, letters, 
k111f e, c·o111b, go/cl pen, and in fact ever.vthing but pantaloons, shirt, and 
dra\i er~r;. While thei· "' ere at that I made out to look on and av what I 

~ . 
1/1ougl11 but 1}1ere I iia he/pies . Since I have arrived here I have noticed 
a,1 a£·c·ou111 of 1n_i death in one of the papers of the western part of 
Pen11 .. \:) J, ,ania, but 1i1hen I heard of it I did not believe it. Well Jennie dear, I 
pre u111e .Jou ha\1e been l1 anting to come and see me but it ¾'as out of the 
que~\,tio11 then. Here I am at the Ferr;· or near it and Vv'ill not be able to take 
a I rip l1on1e for 0111e fl\ e or ix }A,.Jeeks and ma; b,e not so soon as that. I am 
told 1}1at it 11 ·ill require o,nefive months altogether before /will be able to 
i1 alk around, and o _i'ou see m;' situation. If } 'OU feel like taking a trip to 
s·ee me ere I i1 ill be able to return home you will be a thousand times 
i-.. elco,ne in doi11g o. 

Ji, t use i,ou,· oi1,n di cretion. -
(f ; ·ou c·o,ne .l 'OU v1. ·il/ find a ver_J' nice place to sta.i' at. 
Re111en1ber me to Mother and Aunt and an.,v other that may inquire 

about n1e. 1_i· ever true dei,'otd and undivided love to }'OU. While my 
11a111e to time a .i'our ever true devoted and affectionate husband. 

Lieutenant John H. Black 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

/f .Jou i, rite addres in care of Willia,n Gore. 

POSTWAR YEARS 
e pite the eriou ne of hi Civil War wound John Black li ed for 

nearly i. t)' ear after the conflict. He wa able to maintain a relatively 
acti e life t)1I , although hi ph ical problem greatl affected him. 
Returning to hi prev.1ar occupation .. Black taught in the Duncan ville 

hool ,-- tern for , ·eral 1ear after the war. He a offered the po ition 
f count ' ho I uperintendent but declined due to hi poor health. Black 

later taught in lleghen __ town hip. 
In politi , Black remained an .. ardent Republican a did mo t nion 

\\1ar eteran . l ," pon hi death, it \ a noted that Black " oted for every 
Republi an pre id nt after ilmore to the pre ent.' In l 66 he a elected 
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to the position of county treasurer, serving three years. He did not, 
however, seek further political office. 

Black also participated in veteran's affairs. He regularly attended 
Memorial Day observances, and ''never failed to enthuse the attendants at 
the services with an inspiring address." Later in his life a Sons of Union 
Veteran's Camp was organized in Duncansville and named the Captain 
John H. Black Camp Number 224 in his honor. 104 

Black suffered from his wounds for the remainder of his life. In 1878 
Jennie Black claimed her husband 

is obliged to remain in-doors the greater part of his time, and 
much of this time he is obliged to spend in his bed ... If he 
remains out of his bed for an hour, his feet become very much 
swollen, causing him increased pains. 105 

Until her death in 1908, Jennie cared for her husband. She administered 
pain relief medication to him "four to six times a day and frequently 
oftener." A private servant was hired by the family to do housework so 
Mrs. Black could concentrate on nursing her husband. Jennie felt "obliged 
to keep an almost constant watch'' over John. Frequently he was 
"attacked with nervous spells which come without warning. "106 

John Black initially received a monthly pension from the Federal 
Government of $17 .00, which was later increased to $20.00 and then to 
$31.25. In June 1878 he asked for an increase in his stipend to $50.00. After 
this appeal was rejected by the Pension Bureau, Black enlistd the aid of the 
House of Representatives Committee on Invalid Pensions which voted 
to support a bill to increase the veteran's pension accordingly. Doctor 
George W. Smith examined Black for the Committee. His report gives a 
detailed description of Black's physical condition: 

... I found him to have a gunshot wound of his spine. Ball 
entered the fourth vertebra (lumba), remaining there yet. He 
was partially paralyzed in both his legs and almost complete 
paralysis of both feet. I commenced to treat him about 1866. I 
have visited and prescribed for him at intervals ever since, 
using excito-rnotor stimulants, tonics, both general and local, 
the electric current, and all the modem treatment and 
appliances. For years he could manage to get about and teach 

104John Black obituary. 
105 Ibid. 
106/bid. 
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chool at time but ha gradual} grown more paralyzed. The 
para) 1 i progre i e. The bladder and rectum are involved 
and for more than one year[he] ha not been able to attend to 
hi per onal want and comfort and has to have other 
per on to~ i t him. He i helple and permanently di a bled 
from the abo e-named wound and from hi pre ent condi­
tion it i m opinion that he i not afe to be left entirely alone 
for one moment. I07 

I I 1 

In June, l O H.R. Bill 2862 was approved granting Black an increa e in 
hi pen ion to 50.00. 

Black' condition further deteriorated in hi later year . In 1908 hi 
de oted ife off ort -four ear died after a hort illne . The couple had 
no children of their own, perhap a a re ult of John Black' war wounds. 

he did howe er adopt two children Carrie and Lillian. The former 
cared for her father after Jennie Black' death. 

In 1920, Black __ ked the Pen ion Board for another increa e in hi 
tipend nothing that he wa unable to move about without the aid of a 
heelchiar. John Barton Payne of Bureau of Pen ion replied that under 

e i ting law , Black could not receive a pen ion increa e for disability for 
both le __ or feet. If, Pa ne tated Black had a di ability of one hand and 
one foot he would then be entitled for more money. If the old veteran' 
c nd ition had not been o eriou he might have chuckled over the 
Go,1emment peculiar gradation for di ability. I0 

On a I 0, 1922, the eighty- even year old John H. Black finally 
U--umbed to hi ound and ad ancing age. Hi final illne was listed a 
erebral apople but thi death certificate could have ea ily tated 

ortall ounded at Hamilton<\ irginia, March 21, 1865- Died 
Dun an ille Penn l ania Ma 10 1922.'~ 

uneral ervice for Black were held at the Hick Memorial Methodi t 
hurch in un an ille. ember of the John H. Black Camp 224 erved 
p llbearer during the ervice . The eteran wa interred in the Car on 
lley emetery. e\eral local ne paper carried obituarie on Black 

death" ne nothing that f ollo ing hi ounding in I 65 the Hollidays­
burg Regi t r had printed a notice that Black had been killed. Black had 
carried th f; d d clipping v.i th him until hi actual death fift - e en year 
later. 109 

10 lbi,J. 
I Ibi(l. 
1 /bill .. • John Blac obituar 1• 
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