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Charles Aglionby 
Born: 1807 Died: 1891 

Born as Charles Yates but changed his name in 1854. 



Charles Aglionby of Mount Pleasant 
and the Years 1861 to 1985 

15 

harle glionb wa born harle Yate in June 1807 but in 1854 
changed hi urname in order to inherit land in England. At the 
b ginning ot' l 61 he wa li ing at Mount Plea ant ome three mile t'rom 

harle Town ith hi wit·e Fann and tive children Frank aged 12 
John 10, illiam 6, Jannette 2 and Horace 1. He farmed 375 acre at 

unt Ple~ant and a t·urther 231 acre at Rockhill near 
hepherd to n ha ing apparently an over eer and 24 lave . Hi 

n ighbour included hi brother Colonel Franci Yate and hi i ter 
r . Beall r . Lea ell and Mr . Terrill and their t'amilie . Other 

tarming t·amilie li ing clo e b included the Hur t the Ran on the 
ro e the oler and two t'amilie called Moore. 

In m p e ion are the dairy which Charle kept t'rom the 6th March 
l • I to the 1 t January l 66 hi very detailed account trom 1855 to 
1 70 hi dia f'rom 1 75 to 1878 and a memoir recalling the war year 
b hi n rank. In hi 'war <liar ' a he called it Charle kept a t'ull 
r rd t' the eather hi t'arming f'amily and ocial activitie ~ military 

peratio in the area and not lea t f'requent and u ually wildly wrong 
rum ur about the progre of· the war el ewhere. He wa ot' cour e a 

n1ederate upp rter but hated the war and longed t·or peace. It i f'rom 
th e do um nt that thi article i dra n. 

__ 1 r ruiting had been going on bet .. ore the ti t hot ot· the war 
\ller fired and pr \1i ion t·rom the i'amil t'arm were old f"or the oldier 
nd hor . In a l 61 the tir t of· man casual oldier called at the 

f' rm- 1 aned to a Kentuck oldier hard up and out ot' c_..,h 50ct.~'- and 
in Jun th ti t ot~ man , ho e 'wa taken harle ' riding mare Fl 
alu d t 12 . b , the irginia Ranger . In Jul the first la e Jim 
r aged 16 .. ran a a t·ollo ed within a eek by t o other Hannah 

Hall d I r 16, and Ri hard Burke .. agedabout24. In eptemberthe 
""""'l rat d __ I , l ader lonel hb and hi men ere encamped a 

upl 1· mil t'rom the 1·ar111 and upplie ere old to him. Frank and 
J hn u d to ta e lon er route to chool in harle To n o that the 

uld t t th en_mpment~ and rank a on e allo ed to ride 
1 n l hb 11 h r hen it v.1a b ing taken for a r tat a f'arm in 
uqui r unt , \1ir • ni . Ho e er the ar eem to ha e had little 
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etlect on Charles and his tamily in 1861 and at Christmas he gave cash 
presents to 21 slaves. 

Harpers Ferry, when held by the Federals, was regarded by slaves as 
'Freedom'. In March and April 1862 most ot'the tamily's slaves left. Their 
values ranged t'rom $1200 tor young adult males to $250 for Ralf Hall 
senior, aged 62. George Thomas, aged 6, was valued at $500. Usually 
departing slaves let·t at night taking a horse and waggon to carry their 
belongings and that was another loss. Some slaves returned on the 16th 
September af'ter the Coniederates had captured Harpers Ferry, but left 
again on the 24th May 1863, except t'or Zachary Blair who went t'our 
days later. He, aged 59 and a t'ervent Baptist, was last heard ot .. in 
Washington expounding the Gospel. 

It is interesting that Ralf' M. Hall junior, aged 26 when he left, visited 
Mount Pleasant on the 14th August 1876 with his wit'e and was 
entertained to dinner. Much later, in 1899, another member of the Hall 
tamily, John M. Hall who had also been a slave, presented Frank with an 
inscribed gold-headed walking stick. 

Military activity in the area started in late May 1862 when Unionist 
t'orces under General Banks moved out ot .. Harpers Ferry and burned the 
railroad depot and market house in Charles Town before retreating in 
the tace ot' advancing Contederate t'orces under General Jackson, who 
approached Harpers Ferry t'rom which direction the family could hear 
tiring t'or two days. However Jackson moved back to Winchester and the 
Northerners returned to Charles Town. Movement was restricted in the 
area by the requirement ot' a written pass from the Federals and pickets 
were posted. A lull then ensued t'or some three months. 

On the 4th September there was some local skir11lishing and the 
Federals retreated towards Harpers Ferry. On the 12th" Jackson's army 
came down the Martinsburg Road. The soldiers and officers were 
coming in all day. They wanted everything we could spare and we 
exhibited our hospitality to all who wanted to eat, who were not a few. 
Quartermaster Manguin bought 88 pieces ot' meat." The meat weighed 
1541 lbs. Firing could be heard from Harpers Ferry which soon 
surrendered and two days later the battle ot .. Antietam was fought. The 
next day Frank, not yet 14, rode with a Colonel Jacob to the battlefield, 
t'ound the colonel's son sate with his regiment, and met Generals 
'Stonewall' Jackson and J.E.B. Stuart, who was a friend of the Jacob 
family. 

The Confederates then withdrew across the Potomac and on the 20th 
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.. cptember a tight took pla e near hepherd town, partly on land owned 
b , harle ,. He ru hed over the next da and a · e ed the damage to hi 
propen at 1465. Hi · diar doe not re eal how or t~rom whom he 
e pe ted to obtain compen ation! 

he main ont·ederate 1·orce retired once more up the henandoah 
alley but the , maintained picket near the hou e and occa ional 

ca,, I men called t'or meal . The Federal were not tar away and Frank 
\\'a brietl detained b one ot~ their picket at the Pre byterian church on 
the 9th o ember. B hri tma the ederal were picketing the area 
t'ull . Thu ended I 62, a )'ear in hich the war made a greater impact but 
cau, ed little eriou harm to the 1·amil at Mount Plea ant. 

In January I 6 harle a topped on returning t'rom Charle 
o n~ but \\'a allo ed to proceed at'ter being told that peaceably 

di po, ed per on might take thing 1·or marketing and buy only what 
the)' required t·or their own u e. Thu did the authoritie eek to limit the 
am unt ot· pro\1i ion a ailable to marauding Cont'ederate troop . On 
the I .... th Januar harle noted that three lamb had alread been born 
although it a not u ual to ha\1e them bef'ore pril but 'the tixed that 
them.. Ive .. , it ha\ ing been hard to keep the f'ence up hil t the armie 
\\1erc about o much.'' On the 31 t Charle wa topped by a 'Dutch 
'-'1.A,,al man ith a dra n re ol er, but nothing untoward happened. 

uring thi period horse were t·rom time to time tolen 1·rom the 1·arm. 

e pit picketing mail to and t·rom England got through and 
n ,v paper t'rom both orth and outh arrived t'airly regularl . It wa 
I o till po .. "" ible t tra el. harle 'wit'e - in the diary he ne\'er ret'er to 

her b , her fir t name al 8)' ~- glionb)', Mr . or when peeved 
e 1 1 d m- \1i ited Baltimo.re 1·or e,leral da 1n February and again 

in ,tar h b~: train. uch opportuntie Vr'ere u ed to muggle back good 
u h a. medicine - ontr b nd a the daif)' call them. 

' hen th la,1e let't and h ol clo ed, the f"amit~, had to do \\Ork 
, 1h1 t1 th ' h d not done before. Thebo and their mother milked the -

\\'. and \ 1e all m de our el generall)' u et·u1 .. : 24 a .. 1 6 . the da 
tl1e 1·:i,, I t-l. harl n te n the 7th June: "Toda}' I blacked m hoe 

tl1in I h· d n t don l kno,\1 n t v.1hen. lt app r~ that there \\'a no real 
h r e 1· I b ur th re \ ere both local people and itinerant both 

,,,hit nd loured ,1-1 h ~lied looking t'or paid \\'Or both indoor .. and 
ut 1 e. m , d nl t .. e\,, da\1 and then 1ani hed. Other like . _, 

B~~r r m ined r·or a \\1h le }'e r, although ~1 ha,1e the tir t man to ee 
v.1h p ak \\' ll , .. him r _II harl at .. ter he had let·t. 
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In 1863 there was little local military activity until June when 
Conf·ederate t'orces moved north. Charles watched A.P. Hill's 'corps de 
a1 my' advancing along the Shepherdstown road on the 23rd, and Heath's 
division on the next day. Many soldiers called in f'or milk and f'ood. On 
the 30th there was a report 'between a cannon and thunder' a little bet'ore 
noon. This was the sound ot' Federals blowing up the magazines bet'ore 
evacuating Harpers Ferry. These troop movements preceded the Battle 
of .. Gettysburg. On the 4th July Charles visited Harpers Ferry "which 
looks truly like a deserted village.'' 

Various soldiers passed the house and there was cavalry about the 
woods, but the Confederate tide was ebbing once more and by mid 
August the Federal cavalry were back. Sometimes they stopped and 
dined and once they shot at pigs on the tarm. On the 20th November the 
house was searched and some old muskets and sabres picked up locally, 
were seized. The t'amily were accused ot' having more dry goods and 
groceries than permitted, but none were contiscated. However three days 
later Charles was arrested and taken to Lockwood House, Harpers 
Ferry. On the 2nd December he was transt'erred to Wheeling some 
hundred or so miles away, but the Federal authorities released him 
without charges and he returned home on the 16th December. 

Federal pickets continued to be posted and on the 5th ot'January 1864 
Charles was not allowed to visit Sheperdstown, although on the 6th 
February he obtained a pass t'or a week to go marketing. Occasional 
cavalrymen called and did damage. Federals in 'rebel' territory were not 
particular about property rights. Some killed a hog and wounded 
another on the 24th January and a gander was killed on the 27th 
February. The t'amily silver had been buried in a box, but hogs grubbed it 
up and tossed it about. Luckily it was retrieved and reburied bet'ore it 
could be plundered. Charles made an application t'or a guard and in due 
course the Federal authorities provided one. 

The children's education could not be neglected entirely. Charles had 
arranged in February 1863 t'or Frank to teach his younger brothers and 
sister. However a teacher called Hogan was employed at the rate ot' 
$200.00 a year t'or ten months plus board and lodging. The school on the 
farm opened on the 8th February 1864. Other local children attended, 
including several Moores, a Moler, a Downey, two Gibsons, a Hearst, 
two Botts and two Custers. Purchases ot' books reveal that English, 
Arithmetic, Algebra, Latin and Greek were taught. Hogan did not stay 
long as he was overt'ond ot' alcohol and unhappily there was a tairly rapid 
turnover of· teachers. 
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he nf'ederate ere conducting a guerilla war in the area and 
ederal pie et ere numerou . There wa a kirmi h nearby on the 12th 

1 arch and more e citi·ngl on the 14th Ma two Confederate rode up 
t the hou e._ di mounted and went to the porch. Imo t immediate} 
h t \Vere tired a ederal appeared. One Cont'ederate e caped on hi 

hor e but th other t'ell a .. hi hor e turned the corner ot' the garden too 
harpl and he a captured. earl two week later ten men almo t 

certain! onlederate " ta ed the night in the barn breakt'a ted and a 
th lef't tole a go d man hen and roo ter . 

nth th a t omen dre ed a ont'ederate and claiming to be 
m mber ot' the l l th irginia a air knocked on the door between J 0 
and 11 at night anting to earch the hou e. They were ref·u ed 
dmittan e but ha ing been joined b other the pu hed open the door 

and nt red. In a clo et in the garret the t'ound a demijohn ot' port,' kept 
trictly t'or ickne . The drank ot' it and let't. ext morning ele en ot' 

th m r turned and almo t tini hed the port, leaving a little t'or 'the old 
v.1om n. ortunatel)' little wa taken. On the 17th June there wa 
not her midnight earch 01· the hou e thi time by twenty Federal who 

t · k bridle and eight ham . harle 'wit'e ent to complain to the local 
t'ticer ptain La , and reco ered the bridle. 

t the beginning ot~ Jul a con iderable Cont'ederate t'orce entered the 
ar nd mo ed on Harper erry. The tighting at Duf'tield wa "pretty 
pirited a rdin to rank ho ent to ha ea look. For the next t'ew 

d _ quite a number ot' ont'ederate otlicer upped and lept at Mount 
Pl a nt . little later ca al1y 1·rom both ide were about the place. On 
the 16th Jul , the diary re ord : bout breakt·a t we were going to haul 
ha but ome onteder te oldier attacked ome Federal oldier and 
_._ptured me. The kit 111i hing \\/a all around the t'arm and ome came 
thr u h it. did not get to hauling until at·ter dinner.' 

.r th ne ~t month or more troop t·rom both ide were around the 
, .. rm Imo t dail and man , called 1n t'or t'ood and upplie . On the 25th 

u u t the ont d rate General lau land upped ith the 1·amil 
but hi c· r~~ tell ba k \\tithin a da or t o. B th1 time a large Federal 

~ 

1-- r--- h d mo,1ed up to harl To n. Group ot~ arm traggler and 
m udin thie m in behind the ar111)' and plagued the t'amil . 

d nd Ii\ t \\' re regul rl)' taken .. but the am 1al ot' another guard 
h Ip d. ev rth l .. troubl~ ontinued although on couple ot' time 
tht: r id \ r dri\1 n t't' \.\1ith ti nd tone . On e the Federal arm}' 
m \' up th ' ll }' th ar qui tened little but the guard let't ith the 
rm '· 
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On the 6th October Charles visited his Shepherdstown farm where the 
marks ot .. battle and dead horses were all about. A month later in Charles 
Town he t .. ound the Federals repairing the railroad, but the town looked 
dull and only shoemakers and tailors were doing business. The Federal 
cavalry still caused trouble at the farm, killing the best sow valued at $20 
and shooting at the sheep. Fortunately the Federal authorities agreed to 
post another guard on the farm, a soldier from a Pennsylvania regiment 
and described by Frank as a 'good old sort'. The family became very fond 
ot' him. 

• 

1864 had been a very difficult year, but the family continued to far1n as 
normally as possible. However the troubles were by no means over in 
1865. On the 5th January the overseer's house was burned down, but the 
cause ot .. the tire remained a mystery. Worse was to follow. Charles' 
nephew, John Yates Beall, was captured in the North, tried and 
convicted as a spy. He was sentenced to death. The family and others 
made considerable et·t·orts to save him. His mother and his two uncles, 
Charles and Francis, travelled to New York, but to no avail, and John 
was executed on the 24th February. 

Weeks later General Lee surrendered and the armies disbanded. Many 
parolled soldiers passed the t'arm on their way home. Charles set about 
repairing his property and the overseer's house was rebuilt. Some time 
later he calculated his losses- $20,000 caused by the Confederate States, 
$3,000 by the United States and $1,000 by rogues and thieves. 

All in all the tamily escaped relatively lightly. The old life-style was 
gone t .. orever, but with time and by prudence the family returned to 
reasonable prosperity, and Charles continued to farm until his death in 
1891. 

Francis Aglionby 
London, England 
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By the ear I O r . nne li1abeth Daniel and her hu band John 
oncure Daniel had decided to return to Jet·t·er on ount to rai e their 

gro ing t'amil . Having married in 1874 the had gone to Loui ville~ 
K 1• here r. Daniel had orked in the law ottice ot· Basil Duke. But 
1·requent bout ith malaria had per uaded them to eek a more healtht·u1 
limate. o in I • 2 nne had her 75 acre portion ot' Media 1·arm which 

~h and her ibling had inherited 1·rom their mother urve ed and 
mark d 01·1·. Her two i ter Mr . Julia Yate McDonald and Mary 

glionb , L a\ell and her t o brother William Thoma Lea ell Jr. 
and Re . ranci Ke e Lea ell continued to own the remaining 300 
undi ided acre . Julia and illiam ere li ing in Loui ille Franci wa 
er,.11ng a a m1 ionary in the Kanawha alle while Mary in addition to 

li,1ing at edia a i iting around. Their 1·ather Re . William T. 
ea\' ll, wa rector of t. Zion church in Hedge ille, W. a. 

r . aniel 74 acre , hich he called Grey tone adjoined the 
arm pring Road one and a halt· mile outh ot· henandoah 

Jun tion. · i, t 1 re ere cleared t'arm land and 15 acre ere irgin 
timber. In the northea t c rner a an old tone over eer' hou e built 
bout I 20 by h r grandt'ather, John Yate Vvhich ~·a about tit.ty t'eet 

f'r m th road. 
o then rth and v.e t t' Gre ,~tone \\a t. Ple __ ant t'arm home ot' 

n le harle and unt ann)' glionb)' and their t o unmarried 
children John r1'eur and Jean tte ( • ttie). To the north a Gap ie 
farn1, l o v.1ned b , ncle harle and partiall)1 rented to ou in d 
( dmund ould r a,, 11, 1 4 7-1912). hi t'arm a bi ected b the 

h nand ah alle , R ilro d no\.\' the • ortolk outhern. ncle ranci 
"' 

at " \\'n d 1 \\1in pring tarm and mill lo ated outh ot· edia 
t· rm. e li\1 d there , 11th hi · nd \1lit'e unt ydne '" and three ot· hi 
hildr n J hn rt'eur a on and ary Brooke. _..t ot· the Flowing 
pring R d li\1ed he B all who , re lir t · ou i and ea t 01· that 

pl \\' tl1 ol at r· rm I nut ro 1e, no oc upied b .. 1 unt 
Juli rr 11 nd hr t\\' d u ht ou in 11..zie and Juli . 

l n the ur 1· th I \ r f'rom I t I 0, nne . Daniel \Vrote -
nurner u l tt f "' t h r r· th r nd r-. i lin , the l rger part o h r brother 
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illiam. r m the e the t'ollowing quotation ha e been extracted to 
ho ho . he managed to rai e her tamily. Thu it wa that in early 1883 
he age 2 t'ound her elf' en conced in her t'our room hou e with a 

hu band (age 7) and three children Anne (age 6) Willie (age 4) and 
B ie age 2). 

lnitiall he tocked her ta.rm with cattle, heep hog chicken and a 
h r e or t o. Her tir t problem wa t'ence , particularly with her 
neighbor Mr. Painter the tenant hired b the Lea ell to operate Media 
f"arm. 

To Wil/ian1 2/16/1883 

I l1ad a card from Papa toda},· he i in Charle to'¥\1n and will be there 
until Monda. filling Mr. Meade' pulpit (Zion Church) while he has 
gone to Philadelphia. You mu t have heard that he has accepted a call 
there and ~ ill leave town after Easter. 

nne read quite well and i learning to write. I feel quite proud of her 
as I think m.~ elf the poore t teacher. Willie is learning to spell too but his 
I on take up ver; little of hi time and the rest is given up to pranks of 
all kind - not bad- but in ever;1bod.i' ¥t'a.v and always making a noise, 
i, hich i hard to tand in uch a cro¾•ded house. But I am thankful to ay 
he i l1 ell and heart.J • again. pring will oon be here and he can be turned 
into the l-toods.1 Little Be ie i a good as a bab; can be; he generally 
iiake ,ne in the morning, crambling into m; bed to say her little 
pra_1·er . 

Our of door thing are nor quite o cheerful. Mr. Daniel i out done 
,iirh the hep after all hi care, half the lamb have been born dead. We 
ha\ eon/.~ four li\1ing fl e of the wor told sheep ha e died. One wa the 
olcl 1erino. I a/\1 a_i heard Papa peak of her. I wonder if it was this 
a,n one- all\ aJ old. If o, he has done the only thing he could do & I 

am glad J1e i one. The re t o_f the tock look -v,,,e/1 considering the 
q11antit.J of cold rain_.l i, a1/1er ¾e ha\1e had the) have not had the 
h lter the\ J1ould l1a e had. e could not get the hauling done to build 

a }1 d back of the table. r. Daniel made one him elf & had it covered 
iii1}1fodd r, but rhefooli h tl1ing pull at it all the time. The traw ¾'as too 
arojftob er; ,aluabl ifth fodder hold our, ¾1eliill el/1hestra1,1. 
I do11 '1 appro, of it; but it i too hard to get an.i thing hauled out. Mr. 
Painter pro,ni ed 10 haul our the ,nanure from the table has ne\,er 
101,c/1 d it. He J1a 1101 .~er fini hed hucking the corn ne t to the barn; 
a11d ou a11jud efor .lour elf ~1 hat a crop he made/or u off of betv..'een 



24 The Magazine of the 

35 & 40 acres when I tell you we have sold two loads & I don't think there 
will be another to sell. He put good, bad & indifferent all together, tho' I 
asked him to put only sound corn in the crib. Then we found it was not 
keeping & had to hire a team & hands to assort it & deliver the above 
mentioned two loads. I am glad he is obliging & kind to Papa tho' & he 
did fill our ice-house. We are having rails made now to put up on our part 
of the line fence. Mrs. Maier's tenant, Mr. McSherry, is to put in our 
corn. He is called the best farmer that has ever rented that place & she 
thinks very highly of him. He hauled logs/or us last week & brought back 
the lumber to build our smoke-house. The carpenter was to have been on 
Wednesday but it has been so rainy. I have been very impatient about it 
as I know the meat ought to be smoking right now. When that is done & 
the fences are made, I shall feel so much better fixed than we have ever 
been be/ ore. 

Mt. Pleasant farm is rented to young Jim Miller; Uncle Charles stocks 
it & the tenant gets a third &furnishes the labor. John Aglionby took two 
hands to drive a beef to town lately, taking two cows also for company. 
The beef was sold & he told the hands to start the cows home & go back 
to water their horses, which they did & then went towards home to find 
both fine fresh cows dead on the R. R. crossing on the Leet own road. 

The machine is the greatest com/ ort I have had this winter & I have a 
most complacent feeling when I see what an amount of sewing I have 
gotten through with & the help it will be not to have it on hand when 
spring comes with all its duties. I already have hens setting & tomato 
seed planted. 

Excerpt t'rom the Parish register kept by the Reverend William 
Thomas Leavell: 

In the fall of 1882 I concluded it would be best for me and my 
daughter, Mary, to close the house at Media that she might be relieved 
from the burden of housekeeping and I from the exposure of travel to fill 
my appointments at Hedgeville. So we arranged that I should find board 
at Hedgesville and she make visits to Baltimore and Norfolk to pass the 
winter with her dear friends. It was by this arrangement that a long 
attachment to a lady of my parish ripened into marriage with Miss Mary 
Emma Wynkoop. 

We were married by Rev. J.O. Dorsey, assisted by Rev. R. D. Roller, 
in Mt. Zion Church on May 22, 1883. Mr. J. 0. Aglionby was my best 
man. My daughter, Mary, was the only one of my children to witness the 
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nne lizabeth Daniel 
Bor,1: I _50 Died: 19 .. 3 

l ere1l10,1.J a,1d ,1 e acco111pa11ied J1er 10 Jejfer .. so11 the ne.,~t da; t o , i it tl1e 
r la1io11 of 111_ cl1ildr 11 1l1ere. l1e11 I \1 ent .for 1J1e lice11 e ancl t J1e (·/erk 
a k cl n1 111 . .J a , I ,1 a 11rp1-isecl at 111_1 pro.:xi111it_J to 1l1ree ~core a11d ten 
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and asked him if I must answer particularly! He said no! Then I told him 
to put it down sixty plus. 

Four days at'ter Mr. Leavell's marriage, Anne gave birth to John 
Moncure Daniel, Jr. Throughout this period the McDonalds returned to 
Media every summer arriving in July and returning to Louisville in 
September. 

My dear Wm., Greys tone, July 16, 1883 

I did not feel able to face the stove this summer & had to have a cook; 
but I hope to manage so as not to let it be a great extravagance. 

Papa came down to Media Monday & seem to be very bright; but I 
have it in my mind that they think we don't approve of them. I asked 
them down here tomorrow & sent up a lot of vegetables today. Julia has 
much ado to find something for the table as the gardenfurnishes nothing 
yet. 

Mr. Painter is quite given over to the '' United Brethren,, & their 
meetings. He got Julia's permission to have one in her woods next 
month. 

I have called on the new Rector (Rev. Dallas Tucker) & wife & like 
them. 

My dear Wm. Greystone, Sept. 8, 1883 

Mr. Daniel paid up the taxes which took nearly $40, our share of the 
fertilizer is to be paid & there will not be any great/ ortune when the bread 
is taken out. Our share was a little less than a hundred bushels. We sold it 
for $1.04 which was all that Wysong would give/or it, though the quality 
was good, it was pronounced damp & musty by all who saw it. 

Just north ot' the house and adjacent to the road was a very level and 
rock t'ree space about 75 x I 00 yards (I½ acres) which was the garden. 
Just west of' the house were a root cellar, wood shed, hen house, 
smokehouse and a log house. In f'ront ot' the log house was a carriage 
shed which adjoined a 30 f'oot square barn with a stable below and a hay 
mow above. Along with an icehouse l 00 yards southeast these 
constituted all the buildings on the 75 acres. 

In the next letter Mrs. Daniel mentions watering the stock. There was 
a pool at the edge of' the woods just ott .. the Warrn Springs road about 200 
yards towards Charlestown t .. rom the house which was filled by natural 
drainage of the surrounding area. It was connected to the stable by the 
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lane along the edge ot the ood . Other ource o1' water were the ci tern 
and a ell on the edge ot' the garden about 150 t'eet t'rom the hou e. Ind ry 

eather it a cu tomary to u e the v.1ell or to dri e the tock two mile to 
Burke r ing here the Warm pring Road cro ed Flowing 

pring ju t outh ot' Walnut Gro e. ince there i no t'urther mention ot' 
heep in the letter at'ter the negati e report above, it i a urned that the 

rai ing 01· heep w~ abandoned. 

MJ dear Wm., Gre_l'Stone, Sept. 8, 1883 

The 55 I ~,,rote of " 'a the price ¾1e got/or our fine red cow & calf. You 
,naJ ren1ember that Papa bought her from nc·le ed. She ¾'a /re h & 
looked her be t & the parting with her 9n•as stinting our: e/ve some¾·hat in 
1nilk. l though it ¾i e to take o good an offer especia/1_,l' as she had had 
l1er i. th calf & y\'e ha ea t\1 o )'ear old Alderne.J' that ¾e hope 't-\1illfill her 
place rhi .. fall. Ir i di tre ing~i' dr_} no¾' & over}' du t~i. Our little c\lover 
field i to be cut/or eed ne t ',,1,'eek. The rain" ill probabl __ i ' come then. We 
ar ha\1ing our pool cleaned out & " 'atering stoc·k from the well is no 
111a/l n1ar ter. 

ou ought to ee the bab_i·, a fine a bo_i' a _i·ou a \1 ish to see. Franci 
chri 1e11ed hin1 & we call him Moncure, "hich seem a big name.for uch 
a 111al/ bo_l. In the n1id t of ,nakingjel(i' thi evening, Rev. Mr. Tucker .& 
hi ii i.fi l~an1e to ee u . The.l' are plea ant enough & I like his preaching 
\ ' fl ,,1uch. The) ha,,e no c·hildren & the Rector} look veri unlike it u ed .. .. . . 
to, beit1g 111ucl1 adorned "ith old china & various bric-a-brac. 

1\1\ dear Grei· tone, o,,. 27, I 83 
• • 

I cat1no1 lt rite 111uch a I ,nu t ''earl_i to bed'' v.. i1h a prospect of being 
up earl.) i11 rh 1,1011ring, a the buf l·hering i to go on. We have ix .Joung 
J1og ro put up for our u e. Mr. Daniel drove 12 to Martin burg & sold 
1/1 111 la t ,i eek. \J\ hich i1 e thought better than to keep them longer a ¾'e 
l1a, 1101 a great deal of corn pork een1ed to be going do~in. He got 51,12 

ct . for it it i 011~) 41/ 2 in har/e to'r1'n no". I think ¾e have a good 
fel/o,i i11 1/1e lo }1ou , o ,,er_\ ace 0111n1odating hi " ·ife i obliging too. 

111 01 1}1 h d up a/011g the back of 1he table. o the c·attle i1 ill be 
pro, ( ·t cl at l'-4'11. I trong~) lean to 1/1 i,npre ion 1ha1 it ii1ould be better 
for i, to et anorher l1or e a \-i agon do our oi1 nfar111ing. I" ould like 
10 J1a .l 01.,r \ i \\ a I an1 , ' ~} an.riou to ee all ide o.f 1he tnat1er to 
Jo 1/1 \ r_ b r 0 11 can. One 1/1ing, it 1 a/1110 t in1po ible to get hauling 

do,1 \\ }1 ,,. \\ \\ ant it \i e ofr n n d labor too .i ou kno~1 hoH high it 
i b.\ r 11 cla_ for bot 11. 
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My dear William, Greystone, Jan. 5, 1884 

Mr. Painter has filled the ice-house at Media and began to fill ours 
yesterday. He sent me word today that he had started a load down this 
morning when the best horse in the team fell dead. I was truly sorry to 
hear of it, they thought the horse strained himself & broke a blood vessel 
but I don't know how it was. Only he seems to be unfortunate with his 
horses & I would rather the accident had not happened when he was 
hauling for us. Mr. Painter is now ''licensed to exhort'' I hear & does a 
great deal of it at Zoar & elsewhere. 

Our horse is clumsy & I have not ventured to drive her since the roads 
have been covered with ice & snow, about three weeks now. So you see I 
keep closely at home where I am snug & warm & have plenty to do: 
Cousin Julia called the other day & took me on a sleigh ride to Mt. 
Pleasant. I have had a door cut through the partition between the dining 
room & kitchen, which is a comfort, giving me the use of the dining room 
in cold weather, which I had not be/ ore. 

My dear William Greystone, Feb. 26, 1884 

I let a fruit agent talk me into giving an order for $13 worth of trees, 
etc., to be delivered in April. It is a good investment if the truth is in him 
but who s to know whether it is? I hope to market strawberries this next 
season as I have a promising bed of five varieties & I shall try the silk 
worms again as my sickness last May caused my farmer attempt to come 
to grief I will have young chickens in a few days. So its to be hoped we 
will not have any more cold weather. We have a nice little pure Jersey calf 
from Lucy & a prospect of other additions to our stock shortly. Our hogs 
have not done well at all this winter, so few pigs-will have to change the 
stock I suppose. The farmers are exercising themselves over the new 
order that stock under 1 yr. shall be taxed. 

Mr. Tucker is trying to alter Zion to have a recess chancel, etc., but I 
don't know whether it will be done. A new roof has been put on & the 
organ done up, frescoing inside is the next thing I believe. Bacon is a 
vestryman & keeps me posted. I hear that Uncle Charles has given a lot 
near the Junction for an Episcopal church and that it is to be built, also a 
Presbyterian church this spring. 

My dear Wm., Greystone, April 5, 1884 

I have no idea that the United Brethren will ever get their church built. 
The Terri/ls declined giving a lot & so did Mrs. Moler, of course Painter 
wants it handy. 
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J11 l1a\1e 1,1 ·0 t a111 tocla) hauling log to Duffield' to make plank for 
fi t1c . J ha,,e been ~1orr.J ing along ¾'ith poor fences until we are 
oblig cl to /1av be11er on . We expected to ell one of our fre h cows to 
JJG) for it; but he 11ear/_) died look 10 [ 0 ] thin now to ell well. So I 
J1a\,e det r111i11ed 10 keep her for the present & borrow ome money. I 
tlzink 30 it·ould do uni ii ~'e could ell omething. Would it be convenient 
for .} ou 10 l 11d it to me, or i1 ill .i·ou endor e for me to get it out of the bank 
for 90 ciaJ ? r. Daniel ha got ten out po I L~ & "ill put up the fence, but 

,, ill n cl a hand a good deal & da; labor i carce & high. I have no fear 
o.f 110 1 b i11g able to return the mone.Y thi ummer for we have more 
"tock tl1a11 lie e er had e.,~c'ept heep & the;· will be saleable after getting 

fa, on g ra . I i"'oi,ld rather not O¾'e an;1one but you; but ) 'OU must be 
(--ancli<I do ii hat uit .i ou & plea e let me know a soon as y ou can. 

11erall.) ther i no one to help about the tock & I hate for Mr. Daniel 
to be i1 orried \1 ith thing getting in "''rong places to a nothing of the 
poor .figi,re I cz,t i1·hen I have to help to drive anything out. Our 
pro, 11cl r ha. la /er better than ever before; & Mr. Daniel is very 
i11ciu trioi, abcJut keeping thing comfortable. /forgot to say that one of 
111.) I1ec i11 i to l1a,1e the ci 1ern fl ed a it has gone to leaking. Mr. 
Da11iel J1a bee11 i1·atering 1/1e tock frorn the ~,eJ/ to keep from taking 
1l1e 111 to 1/1 pool, a the ight of green field makes them wild & 
ut1111i11cf(ul of 1J1e poor fenc·e . M .. ~' calve & chickens are clamoring, the;' 
groi, prett) ii II clon 't the.\ keep me bus_y! 

1l dear William, 
• 

Gre;'stone, July 5, 1884 

I l1a, gotten quit a bagful/ of ilk to ell next" eek but have ver .. Y little 
J1op o get ti11g an.\·tl1ing like paid for m trouble over it, but very little 
,1 a i 11 \ 1 d in 1J1at enterpr • . 

It i aid that John Aglionb_l' \.1. ant 
g 1 rJ1 i,pport of tl1e Prohibirioni t 

coll at Harper Ferr.i. 

to go to the legi lature & expects to 
negroe , as he is a tru tee of the 

Ith ugh r . niel hri tian name a Anne he w __ known to 
her i lin a nnie. The pro pe t of· marriage t'or her i ter and 
br th r \\'a ubje t mu hon her mind a he touche on it man time 
in th ur e 1· h r 1 tt r . t thi time it appear that ary i about to tie 
th kn t v.11th pt in illiam R n om John on . . . 

1_) cl ar 1111., Gre.1 tone, ept. 27, l 84 

Papa pa ed b. roda. on /1i 1i a_) 10 Berkele; pring ¾ ith ar.~ 
a co111pa11. i11 l1i111. ap1ain John on al o joined rhe,n at the 
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Junction. So you can imagine a happy party. I have had no talk with 
Mary since the Captains arrival & do not know the progress of the affair; 
but do not suppose it will be slow. If she & Nettie have left any stone 
unturned to catch & marry him, I do not know it! Papa told me of her 
getting him to write to the Captain & congratulate him on the 
presentation of the punch bowl, a scheme which never could have found 
a place in my maiden imagination! Which makes me think much about 
''the ways that are dark & tho' tricks that are vain'' that maybe are being 
practiced on my brothers by other strategists! Dear Francis seems to 
have it on his mind that he ought to be marrying; & I do hope he will 
make a wise choice. 

The drought is still distressing us. We have had only two showers since 
you left & down on the Shenandoah they say they have had no rain/ or 8 
weeks. Mr. Daniel drives our cattle daily down to the run back of the 
Terri/ls & the fields are dry until they are brown & bare. 

A man came here last week & sold us a pack of goods; there were some 
things in it we wanted but the rest we want to sell. They were very good 
qua/it y & if we can sell the surplus at the prices the man put on them, we 
will make our own suits clear. Bacon, Cousin Ned & several other 
neighbors talk of taking suits; but I want you to have first choice, ifyou 
want it. The goods are English. It was not my judgment to get them; but 
now that we have them, we must sell them. 

Mr. Leggett is just finishing our cistern so it is ready for a rain; & 
cost- I don't know what I I have ordered a force pump to put in it, also a 
new cook stove, as I hope to do so much of my own work this winter as to 
deserve the best appliances. (Note: The t"orce pump was placed in the 
kitchen.) 

My dear William Greystone, Nov. JO, 1884 

I suppose Louisville has been wild with excitement since the election, 
so have we, in a mild way. The Junction is a great institution for us in the 
way of getting dispatches, being on the main stem. Mr. Daniel has been 
going over every day, getting papers & all the news he can. Bacon goes to 
town & then comes over here & they compare notes & try to be sure that 
the Democrats have won the day; but they look right grave over the daily 
decrease in Cleve/ands plurality in New York. Still the rejoicing goes on, 
bonfires at the Junction & Du/fields & tomorrow night in town. Mr. 
Wilson came up from Washington the other night & was put in a wagon 
& pulled all over town by the men-also Mr. Light, who happened to be 
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111£~_/i,~ .. \111er .. \'(Jn tcJ ( cJ111e_/i·(;111 Ba/1in1ore \t'ith the grand nevt . A man tt-'a .. S' 

J1e1·e .le .. tercJa_\' .fro,11 to~,·n 1alki11g ir1 a \-t·hi .. per, hec·aus·e he said he had 
/1oll<11-c)cl J1i111 .. ,elf J1oar ·e! I long to ee 1l1e ,natter settled be_i'ond dispute & 
peopll~ at 1e11cli11i to 1J1eir bu .. \·ine again. 

e a,·e 10 ha,,e 11ei1· \i heel .. ~ . .. pindles, etc·., to our c·arriage to the 
at11ot1n1 lJ( 35; it \~ ·a .. ro ha\1e been done la I ¾'eek; but there is· uc·h a 

.. Ll~\peI1. ilJn qf i1 ork that I don't knoi1 11 hen rt'e will get it done. That 

. oi,11d • rel·kle .. !}·; but 1J1e 111an i to take a ,c;uit oj·c-lothe/; 'r1 hich l1'ill more 
1J1a11 l1a!f / a_1 J1is bill, a111 I nor s·n1art? 

~ are .'>till l\ 'anting rain to.fill rl1e pool ; dri,,ing the c·attle dolA. 'n bac·k 
o_f u,11 Ji,lia ~- l1a • g,·oi, ·n to be ad~i monotonou.';; but ¾'e have some 
l\ ater in 1l1e 11e\1 c·i. tern i1 ·hic·h ¾'Ork .fine/.}. It ought to as it ('O I over frft.i 
dollar.\ ... 1\11_1 11e,1' l ookit1g IO\'e i a great c·omforl too. I never cooked 
i1 it/1 ~\uc·/1 ea e before. We ha\1e a darke_l' in the log house "'ho doe the 
\1 a. /1i11g, ironi11g n1ilking for rent & fire-,1·ood. 

Oi,,. oL, .. in J. 0. Aglionb_1· <.lid not \'Ole on the 4th at all; he ¾a o..ff·in 
l..t.)lJ(/CJlln or ·0111ei1 ·here it i s·aid he rt'enl to dodge voting .r or 

( ~le, elan,I a,'i he hacl been talking a good deal infa\,or o.f t. John, but he 
J1atl 110 Ji<'k t l1er·£~. He \1 'a t l1e on(l· Den1oc·rat due at Zoar i1ho faileci to 
, 01e I l1ear J1e i being . et upon .for it. 

he m rriage 1· a1y1 glionby Lea\ell to apt. Wm. R. John on ot· 
re. cent .. Fa 1ette o. . a... · a olemni1ed in Zion hurch on Oct . 

• 

_ , 1 b)' the Re,,. Dallru· Tucker a i. ted b1' the Rev·. . K. Leavell. 
Her 1·ather ga\' the bride a\Jya)-'. 

Whe11 nne ~ate \\1a. married to the Re . . . Lea\e)l in I 47 he 
had p r onal maid, Hannah Burke ,,,ho erved the i·amil t·aitht'ully a 
a nur "'e and later a .. a h u ek eper. uring the ar, "he al o had charge 
01· 11d kept atel , in her hou e 11 the famil \'aluable , il\1er and paper . 

, ti ar 
• 

I 1/101,g/11 0 11 of tl1e .. \·i,\·rer , ,, ot,ltl l1a\1e ,i 1·itte11 . ince tl1e ',t edding, but 
1J1 7• /.1a, 110 1: 1/1 .) t/011 't reali=e lt l1a1 a le.fr feeling/', e had latel.i, longing 
10 1a/k 111a11er O\ ,. it itl1 111J o ,i n jle J1 blood bi,r i11 \Jain.' Mar_) : 
\\ ltli11 \\ a 1101 a cl1e ({iii 0 11e 10 111 a, all. I l oi1/cl not ·ee an_i e, idence 
1/1a1 11 c a,· <.I at all.for 1/1 fl11 1i1a11 i1 ho ee1t1ed o an.~iou t o cle,,ote hi · 
ll~ 10 /1 r /1 aicl i .. 11 ~ {/icl 110 1 ,g 1 it O\ er \\ i1}1 i11 a hurr_\ , ~ l1e feared 

/1 l\ oz,lcl back o ut, bi,1 1J1at ir 111e<I a cli,t\, etc.; but I 1ru~ t ~11 i1 ill 
• 

111ake a ocl ii ~fe. I ,,·011c/e1· i1 J1 11 a ,, 0 111a11 i to lo\ ea 111an (( he cloe~ 
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not do so before she has discovered all his imperfections, for men are 
human. 

Francis' prospect fills me with pleasure; he spent a day with me on his 
way from Cumberland & seemed to be happiness itself. He thinks the 
happy day will be about the 15th of Jan. & if I were only stylish enough, I 
would like to go on with him & see him through, as I suppose you will do, 
but who wants an old dame at a wedding? Theres no place like home for 
such. 

I was thankful to hear last week that Hannah had been/ ound. She had 
wandered off in a wilderness & was there JO days without food or shelter 
& was nearly dead when they found her. I fear she has had great trouble 
& suffering & I wrote & offered her a home with us for the rest of her 
days, if she felt like coming back to her people. She might be only a care 
to me; but I thought it was only right to offer to do something for one 
who was so faithful to us for so many years. 

My dear William, Greystone, Jan. 4, 1886 

We all had a treat of oysters for our Xmas dinner, which I thought 
advisable as the children had been asking what were oysters, they had 
never seen any, thereby reflecting the finances of the family, & worse than 
that, the flock of turkeys that I had raised walked off in day-light to the 
neighbors & could never be recovered. So I was minus the customary 
bird. 

Francis Leavell's marriage to Elizabeth Hunter Thruston took place in 
Emmanuel Church, Cumberland, Md., on Jan. 21, 1886. His t'ather and 
the rector perf'ormed the ceremony. John Aglionby was best man and S. 
W. Washington was an usher. 

My dear Wm., Greystone, Feb. 4, 1886 

Your letter gave me much pleasure but I have not yet gotten over the 
disappointment of not seeing you & your not getting to the wedding. The 
girls were uncommonly good looking & if you were not prepared to 
surrender unconditionally, perhaps you were best away, even with the 
mumps. I know you were surprised to hear that I went & maybe you 
indulged in a little amusement at the thought of the relations of the 
groom being represented by J. 0. Aglionby, Net and myself. I own that it 
was with diffidence that I faced my share of the responsibility; but after 
Francis found out that you could not go, he seemed to really want me. I 
had broken a piece off a tooth a short time before & had seen stars with 
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n i,ralgia, t(·., proceecJ;ngfrom ir; but thought ma.J be I n1igh1 be able to 
forg r it in th mid r of o muc·h p/ea.sant di\ er ion; but not o. I had it all 
1/ze I i111e of c·our e it kept ,n do¾ n; but other"' ise I cannot imagine a 
111ore njoJ able O<"Ca ion. I "a plea ed with the bride & her Jamil; · & 
the) ,1 ere le1-1ainl; n10 t l'ourteou to u . The present ¾•'ere numerou & 
beauriful; and .} our ii a po ib~}' the hand ome t qf all. 

f.)· dear illia,11, GreJ tone, Mar. 26, 1886 

I a111 orr.} to hear that .) ou are tired qf church going. For me, I had to 

ra.} a1 }10111e ri hen the iteather & ,·oad ~'ere bad for nearly two months, 
until 111 .. i ~ oul ciid ''long to enter the court . ,, It eem to me the greatest 
p1·i\1ilege 10 go to the Wedne da.l 11 A. M. ervice, l41hic·h i the onl.i one 
for l'Ountr.J peopl . 

Be:. ie \ta inf,-ont of an open fire in the bedroom when a park ignited 
h r dre . . he crea,necl: ''Be ie' on fire!'' Her father heard her, rushed 
up tair and rolled her in a rug to ,nother the fire. 

• 
} dear Gre.,v tone, April 19, 1886 

I a111 glacl to ~ a.1 that Be.. ie i getting on ver __ i ' ¾'ell, ha,,ing s11ffered le 
1}1an I thoi,gh1 it po ible, "hen I ar' her blistered flesh. A/read; the 
or ha,, healed, but I till dre her left hand & keep the air from the 

1e11der ne\\' kin. Ii, as awfull.l' hocked at the accident & blamed m.J' elf 
for ha\i11g le.ft her alone iiith the openfire,· but he ha a/\1)0) been o 
c"areful e,1 ible that I l1·ould as oon ha\1e thought of m;· own dress 
cat hing fire as J1er . I till shudder to think ho¾' much ¾'Or e it ii·ould 
/1a,,e b e,1 had J1er Papa been a r11ome11t la1er in reaching her. Alread.,v the 
fla,,1 i\ ere abo\ e /1er head, \1- hile l not ha,1ing heard her di tinct(l' " 'hen 

11 call d, c a11-1e loi11l.)· i1p tair. , b_1 the 1i1ne the fire a mothered out! 
Bui .Jou knOl\ I did not n1 an to be carele s I am trul; thankful that I 
dicJ 110 1 tl1e dear lit ti thing burning. I had en e enough ro give her 
laudanu111 app( crea1r1 flour at once it "'as ¾ onderful to ee ho¾' 
0011 110 \1 qt1i ti.} h lept after uch a painful J1ock. 

Th ni,, lot· a neV,1 ab}', ranci a1v.1ick Daniel, on Jul 4th made 
li in nditi in a tour room hou e ne t to impo ible. o the deci ion 
\\a m d t pand b building an addition to f'ace the road making the 
h u in th hape f" an ell . 

. 1 cl ar iJ1111. Gr l tone, t. 6. J 6 - • 

I J1a\ at last otten 1\1r. 0 11l .. ' e 1i111a1e it quite tagger me. He 
put do,, 11 1}1 111a1erial at _9 J .99 i11cludi11g plasterin , cl1i111ne .. J, ere., 
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then $60 for his own work, hardware, etc., beside which would be the 
foundation to be built & the cost of making shingles. He would be ready 
to go to work very soon & guarantee us the use of the addition by the 1st 
of November, when the materials, etc., would have to be paid/or. But the 
bill for his work could await our convenience. I believe everything would 
be of good quality & well done; the great question is about raising the 
money to do so much. 

Whatever we borrow we hope to pay; but it must be done slowly & if it 
can be done now, perhaps it is as good a time as any, but I want your 
advice & do not want to be rash. It is almost enough to tempt one to be 
imprudent to be this cramped so long. Please speak your mind; I know 
you will do what you think best for me & I trust you fully. 

My dear Wm., Greystone, Oct. 4, 1886 

At last I think I may say a start has been made. Mr. Conley has been 
here today with the stone mason & laid off the foundation which is to be 
begun tomorrow. The contract is drawn after Major McDonald's model 
& I hope it is all right;/ aithfully carried out it will build us a better house 
than I ever dreamed of & he promises to let us have it done by Nov. 30th. 
The place is one room and hall downstairs, the former is 16x18ft., latter 
6xl8ft., upstairs 2 rooms 9xl6ft. & closet in the hall. The man is nearly 
done making the shingles, it was gratifying to have one of the blown 
down trees utilized & the other two were too close to the orchard. We 
have a family in the log house for the sake of getting the washing done & 
the corn cut off. 

My dear Wm., Greystone, Nov. 8, 1886 

Your kind letter gave me the greatest surprise & pleasure. I thought 
you had been so very good to lend me all that money & to find that you 
had actually given part of it & moved the rest of the family to give the rest, 
was more than I could have dreamed of & moved me to tears. Words 
cannot thank you suitably for your loving kindness, but in the 
providence of God, there may be something that I can do for you all one 
day; & think you will find me ready to do my best. You cannot imagine 
what a weight it lifted off my mind. I had/eared to launch out into such 
an ocean of debt & still I could not be satisfied not to make the effort to 
have a more com/ or table home; but it kept corning into my head that I 
would not live to finish paying for it. I know I shall appreciate the 
com/ ort when it is done & think more of it than ever as so much of it will 
be the gift of those who have never wearie{i of doing everything that 



J ff er o 11 o u n t }' H i , tori ca l L oc I et~, 35 

~{fel·tio11 c·otild /Jro111p1 Jo, .. n1e. Ma.J God ble .l'OU all! The building goe 
0 11, 1J1e , .. ooj·l1a\ i11g bee11 c·o111pleted the lo~t'er floor i laid. You ¾1ould 
1101 k110~1 1l1e hou ·e fro111 the oul ide view. It looks like a large double 
ra111e /1 o t1. e•- 42 fr. fron1- 11e¾ roof the vt hole length & three windows, 

011e abo,'e the or her in rl1e north end, making it look much higl1er. I don't 
t/1i11k I ~1 ill Jeep in 1he nett· part thi winter a thi old ,,.oom uil me best 
for a chat11ber but it 'A'ill be a great thing to hai1e a si11ing room 
cl o\111 tair.s a ·pare roo,11 to put a \1i itor in if ¾'e have one. 

In pite ot· the late tart \\,Ork progre ed rea onabl well until early 
o,1ember hen nnie prepared to board the pla terer . But a month 
ent b.. ith no acti ity. hen Mr. onle finally got going again a cold 

~nap hit and he a not allo\\1ed to pla ter in t~reezing weather but the 
\\ ind and door ere put in. Thu completion wa put ott~ until 

• pnng . 

. 1· dear Julia, Gre;' tone, Dec. 30, I 886 

H1hen I put i,p the mas bundle, I i1 a in uch a dreadful hurr}' that I 
cJi1e1-/ookecl e,, ral 1hi11g , an1ong 1hem the ten little double go¾'ns that 
Fra11(1i ha · oulgroi, n. I i1 ill ~end them ;·et. I think so much of your 
cli. c·tJ11if or1 l011g to ee ) 'OU talk of e\1er.vthing, but there i a bright 
\'icle I k11oi1 \ 'OU \\ ill find it. God ble ,s ) 'OU. 

(J hn ate 

1\111 clear G1·ei1stone, Jan. 13, 1887 
• # 

( ou in 1\ ed talk o.f el ling out to go ro Cal~fornia in the spring; he i.s 
di .c·oi,ra eel aboi,t far111i11g l1ere. A dreadful thing happened _}·e terda; , 
\\ l1i(·l1 l1a not b e,1 oul of 111,l n1ind in('e I heard of it. Young Jim Miller, 
\\ /10 ,, eel 10 Ii, al Gap J iei\, a 111a11 na,ned Campbell, ¾ ho u ed to 
Ii,£' i 11 oi1r log J1oi, e. i, re c/ri, i11gfro111 I O\t\ n ou1 the Leeto"'n road when 
a 1rai11 tri, k t/1 111 on a cro ing killecl rhe111 both instant(}, 1he hor e 
:, ( a11 i bi1t tl1e I i h \\ ~ de,110/i /1 d. I uppo e 1/1e bell kepi then1 

.fro ,11 /1eari11 r/1 train .) ou knO\i tl1e road i in a cut .l ou cannot ee 
1/1l~ trai,1 u11til it t 10 1l1e {·ro i 11g. Eac/1 111an left a \-t ife child. 

. . errill mp1led and publi hed in l a book: 
o.f a Fa111i~1 i11 £11 la11cl a11£I i/ ir inia v. hr h ontained e erpt 
\\

1ritten b m mh r t~ the t 1· mil '· 

en1orial 
of· letter 
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My dear William, Greystone, Mar. 18, 1887 

I had a pleasant visit to Walnut Grove this week, found all as usual, 
Cousin Lizzie in bed but cheerful & much interested in the proof of the 
''Memorials'~ I did not know then that I was to have a present of a copy; 
but I am certainly very much obliged to you for the one you propose to 
give me. I am especially anxious to read it as I suppose I know less than 
any of the family about the illustrious antecedents & have had many a 
snub from Mary on account of my indifference to it all. I never had either 
time or opportunity to read the old letters & will be very glad to have 
them arranged so that I can acquaint myself with all the valuable 
information. I had much wanted to say that I would subscribe for a copy 
for each of the children when Frank was here but feared the cost might be 
too high. 

My dear Wm., Greystone, June 13, 1887 

Mr. Tucker has just called & I had to send Anne flying out to excuse 
us. He really could not come in. The plasters have left; but the house is 
not dry enough to clean up yet & you never saw such confusion, there 
was no place fit for him to take a seat. 

In the t'all of· 1886 Francis Leavell gave up his work in the Kanawha 
Valley and moved to Baltimore to be an assistant at Emmanuel Church. 
In December his wite presented him with a daughter, Elizabeth Hunter 
Thruston Leavell (she grew up to become Mrs. J. W. Ware). The 
t'ollowing May his wit'e died and little Lill was given to the care of her 
aunt, Mynna Thruston, who lived in Cumberland. Francis, living as a 
bachelor, continued his work as a missioner at the Church of The 
Atonement. In mid-December he developed a carbuncle on the back of 
his neck which became int .. ected. He died on Monday, the 19th. 

My dearest Julia, Greystone, Dec. 22, 1887 

What a mercy William got to Baltimore in time to be a comfort to 
Francis & to have Papa there. It seems strange that I did not get to him 
being the nearest one; but I did not know in time. Mary Lockwood wrote 
for me to come on Sunday but I did not get the letter until Tuesday when 
all was over. I dreaded the arrival of the train wondering how Papa 
would bear the sad shock; but he came quietly into the depot where all 
the relatives &friends were waiting. We proceeded to Zion churchyard 
where all that was mortal of dear Francis was laid next to our dear 
mothers grave. 
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1\1, dear Willia,n, Grevsrone, June 14, 1889 
• 

There \-ta a good deal of damage along 1he rivers, crop &.fencing, 
e1c., being "ashed aH-·aJ. I heard Mr. W. LR-v-. i lost part of his flol·k of 
heep,ferrJ boat i1 ere all lo I on both river & the canal o broken that 

it i1 a aid the.1 "'ould never be rebuilt; but toda;1's paper spoke of the 
probabilit_J of their being repaired. Thirt.v odd hou e at Harper Ferr_i 
i1 ere unfit for the occupant 10 go back to. A II bridges at that place & 

hepherdstoi1 n e cept the railroad bridges v..,•ere l·arried off, 11 engines 
held the one in place at Harper Ferr_}' & tht.' water was so high as 10 cover 
the ii heel of the engine on the bridge, boat ran even on High Street & 
the "'hole of henandoah treet was submerged. I 1-il GS in Garland 
Hur t' house after the ¾ ater ub ided & saw the marks of it on the 
beautiful/; papered "''all a high a a man could reach. The pictures ¾'ere 
all a\J\ a). ha,1ing floated; but the cord till held to the nail that lrtere 
highe t. Hi 700 grand piano could not be carried up tair so the~v nailed 
large tore bo e to the floor & put it up on them; but the »1ater broke 
the,n loo e & the.l floated & the piano fell off & ¾'a found bottom 
up~, ard 0 11 the floor, u1ter~l' dumb. I uppo e Garland Hurst " ,,as as ri1el/ 
able to u rain hi lo e a an_l one; but man_} pe~ on on the ame treet 
had nothing left. The merchant have been elling out their tocks at 
a/n10 t anJ thing the_J could get, being o damaged b_i the »·ater. If ) 'OU 

r 111e,,1ber John Broii1n' For!, ,i ou ~1 ill have ome idea of the height of 
the ,, ater i1 l1en I tell .l ou it "a up to the top of 1he "indO¾'S & a it rose 
at the rare of 4 feet an hour, people had no time to a\l'e their goods. The 
olde t i11habi1a,11 ne\er al1' u£·h a flood. 

In 1 90 a M,Boom'' came to the area. Becau e ot· it railroad 
henandoah Jun tion hich a to be renamed Jet·t·er onville became 

th f'o u ot' mo t ot· the grandio e cheme • but there \\ere ramitication 
11 0\1er the count 1• he earlie t mention 01· it I in thi letter. 

Gre~ tone, Mar. 13, 1 90 
• 

Ant1 i \ er_\ 111i,t:·Jz plea ed al J our co111pli111enr & ,n_l abilit_i to paJ for 
111or for l1er r\ ic·e , ,1 J1ic·h J1e propo e to put in the Building 

ociatio11 at 1}1 Ju11ctio11. It i to begin operation ne. 11110111h. Willie 
i al o to J1a, a hare. 711 . railroad emp/0_1 ee are 10 bt,ild homes. a 
pla11i11 111ill i b i11,g tart db_, 1/1 Bla£'kf ord • 1J1ere i talk o.f a hotel. 
The, i o 111i1 J, de/Jre io11 abourfar111i11g;p opl all ee,11 to be looking 
out for b 0 111 . 
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My dear Wm., Greystone, Sept. 4, 1890 

We 're in a state of excitement about the boom at the Junction, which 
seems to be taking shape. A syndicate of Southern men headed by a Col. 
Cowling of Tennessee who is said to be worth four millions wants to buy 
all the land within a mile of the Junction & they have taken options on 
the Neale & McGarryfarms &paid$500.00ineachcase. Geo. Harris has 
sold his house & barn for $1000 & old Ben Hill has agreed to sell his place 
for $2000. They want the Aglionby lands rented by Heidwohl & Kahle 
down to the lane back of us. I have not heard whether they can get that 
but all the other parties want to sell to them except the Engles just back of 
the Junction on the B. & 0. They have engaged board for JO men to go to 
work at once; & it is said as soon as the land can be had, smelting & 
rolling mills will be built. Iron ore beds in the mountains in this county 
have been bought by this company & they say they want a town of 10,000 
people at the Junction, it is the best shipping point they can find. This 
Col. Cowling was a Confederate soldier & saw the beauties &facilities .of 
this county during the War. I trust the boom is genuine & that we will all 
profit by it in some way. The B. & 0. has bought a lot to build a large 
depot between the two roads, the lower part to be used by the B. & 0. & 
the upper part by the Shenandoah Valley by means of an elevator. It will 
be north of the B. & 0. road. 

My dear Papa, Greystone, Oct. 6, 1890 

Mr. Daniel took Anne to school this morning & settled up the taxes, 
more than usual this year. The boom at the Junction has progressed, the 
lands have been bought and the town is to be laid out this week. I hear the 
Aglionbys refused to sell any of their land; so the town will not come out 
this way but mainly towards Browns shop on the B. & 0. towards 
Shepherdstown on the Shenandoah Valley R. R. 

My dear William, Greystone, Nov. 8, 1890 

The Improvement Co. continues to boom Charlestown & have bought 
the Ranson/arm at a high figure. Engineers are to come next week to lay 
off an addition to the town. I don't know what will come of it; but those 
interested seem to be hopeful of doing handsomely. The Aglionbys have 
at last sold 260 acres at $200.00 per acre taking in all that part of Gap 
View lying along each side of the railroad from the Moore line down to 
the little bridge below us on the Warm Spring road, the line runs by the 
old ice house but does not include the main building. They (I mean the 
Capitalists) have bought 100 acres from the Glens, extending as far down 
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0,1 1/1e oppo ite ide o..f the Warm pring road and as much land along 
1/1 railroacl. · in other direl~tions to make about 1200 acre. There are no 
lot .for ~\·ale noi1 I /1ear tee/ ¾'Ork , etc., are to be put up be/ ore there 
\\ ill b a,1., lot ·. for ale/ but the.i eem to me to be /0"1' in tarting. Having 
no 111one.J to in\ e t in lot , I am bound to f o/low }'Our advice. But if I had, 
I hould be trong~i tempted, it seem such an easJ' \-1,'G}' to make a little & 
I a1r1 ·o an.r:ious to be independent. M; hope in the boom is that Mr. 
Daniel ,11a.J' get o,nething to do ¾1hich 'r\1ould pa} him better & be more 
to l1i • liking 1J1an drudging about here- and I certain/ want a nearer 
111arke1 than l1arle tO\-t n. The election ha been the on(v thing talked 
about latel.l. Ever.l one i o happJ1 over the re ult & I trust it will result in 
b tter ri,ne~ for u, . 

• 

nne has brought home her.first report. I uggested she should send 
.} oi, a l'OP.l of it; but he hope the next l1 ill be better 'r\t'Orth ending. I am 
ati ified \,\ ith it, he i .. nor quick or particular~}'/ar advanced; but I think 
he i tud_i ing l1er be t & I J1ave great confidence in Julia Kenned} s 

doi11g her dut .. i. Lett) Ambler, her as i tant i even more trict. 

ou in Lizzie i a bright a ever, indignant !hat "''orthle s, drunken 
darke.1 /1oulcl l1a\,e \'Ole & re pectable land owner like them elve 
hould ha\1 non . The dear Lord knol--i' that I don't ¾'ant to add voting 

10 111 .. \ orh r re po11Sibilitie . 

Dear Papa, aturda ' night ( ov. 1890) 

Th 111en \\ ho bougl11 our beef ¾1ere Mr. John Burn & his son-in-la¾,. 
Frazier: but that ii as not their object in c·oming. They wanted to get Mr. 
Daniel to l1oii th n1 the corner , etc., of Media. I think the.v will tr; to 
bu; it as t/1 _l asked a great man_}' que tion , to all of ¾'hic/1 Mr. Daniel 
ga,, fa, orable rep/ie . I tl1ink I told .. i'ou that Mr. Bums had old hi land 
bJ IO\\ 11 to 1J1e Iniprovetnent o. o he is looking no» for a home for hi 
011-in-la,i . H got l 31. 00 per acre for hi land & if he bu_v 1\1 edia, he 

ou /1110 pa; \1 el/for it. till/ hope it is not to be old. lfv.,e are to have 
citie on each id o_f i, , a ee111 probable nOM-', the main thorofare 
\.\ ould probablJ b 1l1rougl1 edia as that "ould be a bee-line between 
the Ju,1 tion IO\t\ n. 

Gre) tone, ov. I 3, I 890 
• 

J ca111 11 ar J1a it1 a erious accident at church undaJ. Just as 
peopl ,, re dri, i11 a,, a_,1, 1}1e hor e hitched to the Bare 'carriage began 
10 ki k 1i,r11 d ucld 11~ again t ol. Gib "On' carriage ,1 hich \i as up et 

1J1 ,,, o I ou11 ladi thro\i n out. The other J1or e then beca111e -

• 



40 The Magazine of the 

frightened and the lvt'O (·arriages were broken to pieces. Young Mr. Bates 
& his bride ¾'ere thrown out & »'ere taken home in Uncle Francis' 
carriage, while the Dawsons took the Gibson girls home. I was so sorry 
for the blind one to have such a shock & it is said her sisters back was 
hurt. 

I would like to show you the lovely butter I am making now. I sold I 2 
lbs. last week & will have more as our best cow is now fresh; but you may 
know it means work to attend to it all properly. I go to town on Mondays 
to take Anne & on Fridays to bring her home & the rest of the time I stay 
at home & tr)) to get through with the most urgent duties. 

I had the great pleasure of hearing Bishop Peterkin preach at Duffields 
last SundaJ afternoon. The sermon did us all good. 

M}' dear Wm., Greystone, Dec. 18, 1890 

We heard through Mr. Painter that Burns & Frazier would not give 
$60.00 an acre for Media, can it be possible? I did not think you would 
take that for it but I am extremely glad if they are not to have it. 

Mr. Daniel thinks he will open a law office & combine insurance & real 
estate business with it as soon as a room can be obtained. Washington & 
Alexander want him to represent them in insurance. 

The talk of booms is almost universal & the last one seems to be down 
at Bolivar. It is thought the one in town will enrich the managers if no one 
else makes by it. Mr. Ranson sold his land for about $300 an acre, 
reserving the home & two acres, sufficient to pay off all his debts & have a 
good sum left to live on. 

My dear William, Greystone, Jan. 19, 1891 

I don't know what to say about the Junction. Certainly there is no need 
for a law & real estate office now. Still the engineers are there & lots of 
mail comes for the Co. which is believed to be from people who are 
buying the stock. They have not paid for any of the land & some of the 
options have expired & still no one knows what is to be done. They put 
up a flourishing sign telling about the steel works & the number of hands 
to be employed & what the payroll would be daily by the side of the 
railroad & it is still there, deceiving the elect I suppose. People are very 
much put out, having been so sure of selling their lands as to give their 
tenants notice to look for other homes & now they don't know what to do 
about getting others in their stead. Mr. Jim McGarry went so far as to 
buy the Russe farm & loses the money for the first payment, expecting to 



41 

er e11ougl1 .for l1i 70 a(·res at the Junc·tion to pa.i '_for the 01J1e,,._farn1. He 
,\a paid _00.00 ,ihen J1e ga\'e 1he option & no"' tin1e l1as run out. Mr. 

orrO\\ \\ ho e ,1 [fe Ol1 nee/ tl1e ea/ land got 500.00; and ,-i·hen the 
option .,rpireli, l1e got I11ore to renei1 it. till he ha 1he land. The 

glionb_,J· got ... 00.00 but their option run until Mar(·h. 

I hav not heard o.f an.i tOl'k being old in this part of the Count_l'; and 
it i aid that one of the Cort1pan), a Maj. McCart.~ of Hager to~ n, is 
knOl\ n to he a gambler, "ind/er & anJ tl1ing that i worthies . othing is 
knOl\ n again t the other . A Col. George lJ. Con/am ha been 
rep1·e en1ed a being the 1nil/io11aire & all the option have been taken in 
hi nan1e. The ''Manufacture' Record': pub Ii hed in Baltimore, has 
poken \1er.l high~} o.f hin1 in editorial notic·e . The princ·ipal onl~l come 
to 1/1e Ju11c:tion occ·asional~)·; but their agent ha been there for month 

l'epr to go Ol\'Q~l to pend unda) ¾ ith hi fami(l. 

The boon1 in CJ1arle to\t1 n eem to be going on. The str.eets are being 
e. te11ded bel·ond the railroad on the Ranson land & lot of hands, carts, 

• • 

ere. an he een al " ork, grading, etc. 

We had a narroi~ e~~l·ape fro11'1 being burned out. A it ¾'as the damage 
"a o lit1/e 1J1a1 ii e ha,,e thought he I not to have it repaired until pring 
a \1 e <lo not \-t a,1110 take do" n the coal toi1e & a ne~· wood box cover 
the 110/e i11 t J1e floor. 

n le harle glionb1 died on Jan. 30\ 1891~ at the age ot' 83. Hi 
Id t on rank, had gone to England at the clo e ot' the War to tini h 

hi du ation f'or the prie thood and to inherit the entailed land ot' hi 
an-- tor . He made numerou trip to Mt. Plea ant and wa ot·ten 
in 11t d t preach at Z1 n hurch and at hepherd to n. 

1.}~ cl ar Papa. Gre.i· tone, April 2, 189 I 

I dicJ not g 1 11n J1on1e .. for Easter until unda_,i \-t ·hen I \t1.'ent to to\.1'n 

i,1 1/1e I igJ1, J, illi riding i11 _fron1 of n1e on oa~\ to break the trac·k. Ir a 
a ,, r t el1 (1 dra for 1}1 hor e a \\·e had both noi, & n1ud to i-i·ade 
1J1rou . }1 bt1t 1}1 leig/1 did no, o.fien cut 1/1rougl1 tl1e no"" '· I enJo.i·ed the 
s n 1ice . 1/1 111u i ,, a qi,ite pirited and the er111on "a good. The 
oil c tio11 111acle a real 110,1 1 a 111 en, elope ~-t ere large piled up on 

rJ1 plate : bi11 I J1a, e 110 idea that the u,11 . 2000.00) a .. ked for i1 a~; 
r ali= d. o 111at1.J p r 'on did 110 1 like the a. e 111en1 as 1/1e; called it. He 
a keel a /1 111e111b_ r for,, l1at l1e t /1 o u 111 t J1e_1 could gi\,e. ot11e a high a 

JOO.OD. H,: l 11 ,10111 a ·ked or .OO,ihic/1, if!haclfeltabletogi\ei1, 
I,, L1ld pr~ r 10 }1 Ip to pa. 1J1 debt 0 11 rl1e Du.[field l"l1apel 10 putting a 
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spire on our own church which has been good enough without any; but 
then I suppose I am not progressive I 

My dear William, Greystone, April 16, 1891 

How can I thank you sufficiently for your kind letter & generous 
birthday gift? They were most refreshing I assure you & cheered me no 
little when /felt low enough. I have -had a long strain of nursing & care & 
felt that I would certainly break down if it lasted any longer, when last 
week the entire family met at the table for the first time in six weeks & the 
weather became bright & warm. /felt that the worst was over &prepared 
to enjoy my birthday when we awoke that morning to find that my best 
cow had hung herself on the fence during the night & was dead. The fence 
is just as it had stood around the stableyardfor nine years, with what we 
thought was only a pig hole beneath the two lowest planks; but she 
managed to get her shapely Jersey head through & did not know how to 
get it back. It was a most vexatious loss and reduces my butter making. 
We will have others fresh before long & young ones are coming on,· but I 
hoped to sell at least two after they had fattened up on grass & I 
particularly wanted to keep this one. I recall how often I have heard 
Uncle Charles say ''Them that has must lose.'' I miss him very much and 
Mt. Pleasant seems not the same without him. Aunt Fanny has never 
been out of the house since his death & seems much broken & aged by the 
shock. Nettie talks of their leaving there in the fall; but I do not think their 
plans will take definite shape until they see Frank. He will sail for 
America on the 12th of August. I shall be very sorry to see them leave the 
old home; but I should like to see them settled at least for the winter 
where they have less care & better facilities for getting about. John 
Aglionby is hardly ever at home & things go all sorts of ways & they must 
feel unprotected & lonely. 

You hope I still like the country. I think I do,for I have greatly enjoyed 
the last few spring days and & could gladly spend my whole time working 
about the fruits &flowers with pruning knife & trowel; but I have had an 
over dose of bad roads & weather this winter. When Mr. Daniel was sick 
so long & I had the responsibility of overseeing these little boys, attend 
the stock and no boots were high enough to keep out the snow & I felt 
bound to go for Anne or to take her to town at the risk of sticking in the 
mud. I began to feel completely beaten. I did not go to town to church 
from Xmas day until Easter; but since everything looks so bright & 
spring-like now, winter seems like only a nightmare. 
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TJ1 \1 J1ea1 pron1i 'e .. s to be a plendid ('rop and the .fruit tree are 
l 'O\ ered it it /1 buds. 

I 1l1ink nne ha in1pro\1ed a good deal this ~ inter & am sure Julia 
K nned) ha taken pain ¾'ith her; but he & Willie do not learn readilr}' & 
\\ ill 11e,1er be cholar . Be ie & Moncure are much brighter & I think 
Franc,: \\ ill be too. I eriou ~l ' thought of ending Willie to one of the free 
<·l1ool thi, \1 inter; but heard o.f too much badne s, some of the patron 

100k 1}1eir children home .for fear the.i would be killed. 

171e paper~s tr.i to make the mo t of Charle town; but there i ver.} little 
c·l-1a,1ge to be. een. The field oppo ite Hopkins' garden i being laid off in 
.. tre 1.-; /01. there i son1e talk of. treet car & electric light . 

1\11 d ar Julia, 
• 

Grei tone, June 18, 1891 ., 

i\·easel got e/e,,en of Willie' be t turke_v & all of Moncure s guineas 
bi,t one 1l1e other night; but ¾'e are till ahead of a neighbor who lo t 60 
ri,rk .l , one nighr in the ame v.1a_1·! I am mi ing }'OU all ver_J much & the 
~ un1111er i~ ill ee111 \1er.l long (( none of .i'ou hould come. 

1\1 dear Wil/ian1 
• 

Gre~i' tone, Aug. 13, 1891 

e l1a\1e clone bet/er than u ual ""ith markeling, though the boom(. o 
c·all cl) at J1arl to~-i n ha crippled a good man_v people, I mean the; are 
l ~ ab/ to hu.J on account of ha\1ing put their moneJ' in lot & stock 
ii here it i idle in1po- ible to get it bac·k. You never G¾' an; thing more 
dead 1i/l 10 read the ount_}' paper , ) ou K'ould be per uaded it wa 
Ji, e/1 . 

• 

1\1/.J dear Papa, Gre1; tone, Oct. 6, 1891 
• 

I a,,1 ~ orr;· 10 tell _i,ou n1.l· cook has left me, tired o_f the countr.,l' & he 
l1a got/ n a ho,n in IO\t'n. I a,n tr_i ing to get another but "''ithout much 
pro p ct of ucc·e . 

1 d or i/lia111, Grei' tone, O\'. 12, J 91 ., 

TJ1 pire on oi,r church i a/n10 t fini hed look ver_i tall & 
/1anc. 0111 : bi,r / 111uc/1 /a111e11t tl1at the bell has been crac·ked o a to be 
unfit fort, e. I had al\i a_1 lo, edit \\'eet tone had often been oothed 
bJ 1/1 01,nd of it in 1J1e di tance. r. Tucker di mis ed u ¾'ithout a 

r,11O11 / __ r ur1da.) or1 accou,11 of 1l1e church heing cold people 
c oL, /1 d o ·011 1a11t(}. The f ur11ace are being repair d onl_.1 011e \1,as in 

dited b , Richard . Danie] _, 
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Elmwood-on-the Opequon, Leetown: 
A Memoir 

Mr. George H. Bowers, who was born in Nashville, Tennessee, on 
March 31, 1902, has, during his retirement, written many letters of his 
autobiographical memories to his nine great grandchildren. Mr. Bowers 
whose childhood was spent in Leetown married Carrie G. Clendening of 
Bunker Hill and had three children. He retiredfrom du Pont in 1963 and 
is living at Media, Pennsy lvania. His August 7, 1984, remembrance of the 
Leet own homestead provides a distinctive glance at the rural experiences 
of an early 20th century Jefferson County farm and its operations. 

This long letter is really t·or you. But if' some grown-ups should read 
and perhaps enjoy it, your Great Grandf'ather Bowers, me, would be no 
end tlattered. 

The growing up that you have to do is no simple or easy thing. 
Grandpa would so love to see and know about the wonderful men and 
women you tum out to be. We live in such diflerent worlds that it is hard 
to understand each other's thinking. Imagine not having to be greatly 
concerned about people beyond the seas because you knew so little about 
them and their daily doings. Bet·ore the telegraph cables, aeroplanes, and 
radio there was a long silence between bits ot .. overseas news! 

The Charles Town Jetl'erson County, West Virginia, Court House 
records show that my Father, George Bowers, bought Elmwood-on-the­
Opequon in 1905 t·rom Mr. George Porterfield. There were two other 
adjoining t·arms included. I was three years old and my sister, Leone, was 
seventeen months younger. 

My earliest remembrance ot .. living on the farm is in 1906-7 when 
Leone, my little sister, and I lay upon our bearskin rugs in t'ront of' the 
open tireplace. She had a white rug that we called the Polar bear, mine 
was black. At .. ter dinner, or supper as it was then, the living room fire was 
started and our parents, and whomever was around, gathered there, and 
in lieu ot' radio, T. V., telephone, movies, and such, they talked and Leone 
and I listened till the man t'rom the Land of· Nod carried us off. 
Sometimes we showed our Magic Lantern. 

The next year we were more aft1uent and had a parlor chunk stove for 
wood, but we kids still had our bearskin rugs, and still listened to our 
elders' conversation as we also did on summer evenings at dusk when the 
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t·amil group gathered on the back or the t·ront porch - the 1·ront porch it· 
vi itor ere pre ent a the ot'ten ere. 

The Opequon Creek pla ed a large part in our live . It wa named t·or 
the Indian tribe that li ed along it water . I e read that the Opequon 
Tribe a a part o1. the great Delaware ation. At the ite ot' the ulphur 

pring a t·e hundred ard aero the Opequon f'rom Elmwood my 
olde t on George, 111, and a oung pal, picked up in two at'ternoon 
at·ter bri k hower tit't -ti e artit·act . There were tlint knive , craper , 
arro head , and uch. The e tind have been going on ever ince our 
Revo1utionar,1 ar. We authenticated thee object at the Univer ity ot· 
Penn 11 ania Mu eum where the curator ot· that department al o 
ho ed George then about ten year old, man and more retined 
rtit·act t·ound in Penn I ania. We hall ne er 1·orget hi intere t and 

kindne . 

The Opequon erved u in man wa . In tho e very earl day we 
drank 1·reel 1·rom it unpolluted water and we warn in the moonlight or 
an_ time. Bathing uit ? We hadn't met them et. Plea e note thi did not 
in lude the girl . t that age we had little time t'or them. What a plea ure 
it , a hen ou ere working in thee er o hot harve t tield along the 
creek to take time to cool ot·t~ in it water . When permitted we'd take 
along a couple o1' the hor e to wim the ' blue hole ' with u hanging 
onto their tail . 'Blue' mean deep water. 

In inter time e corked,, (calked) the horse ' hoe to keep them 
t·rom lipping and put a 1·our hor e team on the ice. With a crew of't'our to 
eight men \l.1e'd av/ the i to e en-inch thick ice ith our timber aw 
into pie e that mea ured eighteen inche quare . load them into the f'our­
h r e agon and head 1·or the capaciou ice hou e near the kitchen. 

h r \\1e d put up a chute and lide the ice block into the underground 
h u e . It u uall took us t o day to get the job done. It as a ri k)r 

bu 1ne all the a around a a hor e ith a broken leg had to be hot. 
~ it , ,_..., tough Job but oh, hov., nice to ha e ice all ummer long! 

r m m,, earl1e. t )1 uth it a my job to place three barrel of· Budwei er 
b er in ottl on the ice and 0\1er them v-1ith the tra or a du t, 
\1.'hi he er , e were u ing t'or in ulation that ear. or ome re"4-Von .. our 
t'amil , did ve , little ic kating e p-~-~iall ' in the moonlight. 

In 1·r 'het the pequon i a fierce and dangerou thing. I ,,e een the 
tre m ri and \\11den to \ h t eemed a halt· mile to my., oung e e . It ha 
pread from the bank on our ide Imo t to the ulphur pring- ma 

h \ re \ 1en \1ered th prin . I e een an ntire 1·arm hed float b .. 1 me 
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that looked like a small barn! Ive heard of three drownings at our ford 
and I'm sure this is a very conservative tigure. This t'ord is the place where 
we hauled out the ice and it was the only place to cross the creek until 
1908. 

Down behind our barn is a natural ''riflle'' in the stream. I've been told 
that there was a ''tishpot'' (fish trap) here t·rom Indian times. In the 
equinoctial seasons we'd take a wash tub ot·live fish from it every day. We 
had a little shed-like shack where we could have a fire on frosty nights so 
we could take all the fish we needed at .. ter the equinoctials. The Opequon 
was always a good producer. 

At other times we seined. This, in cold weather is an arduous business. 
From an incredibly early age I was the net boy. If' three men were to sein, 
I put three quarts (not fifths) of' 100 proot· bottled-in-bond Hannisville 
whiskey in my net bag which I carried suspended from my neck so that 
the three quarts would be supported in the fish bag in the water and not 
be too heavy t'or me. I never remember bringing back a partially filled 
bottle! My seine bag was just about always filled with fish which was 
more than I could carry up the two hills to the house. We really lived 
''high on the hog" in those days. I'm particularly fond of eels and turtles 
which were there t'or the dude who knew how to take them. We had the 
cooks who knew how to tix 'em! 

Let's get back to the t'ord. It had serious disadvantages. In a heavy rain 
there was simply no crossing, often tor days, and then we might find that 
the creek bottom had changed when the waters had cleared. In any 
raint'all that muddied the creek it was risky to gauge the water's depth and 
crossing was hazardous, and driving a herd of livestock posed a real 
problem it' some of· the stock let't the herd to stay in the water. Then, too, 
the drownings we mentioned posed a safety hazard. Though at that time 
auto trucks and cars were no problem, it was time for a bridge. Father 
was a strong and int1uential advocate and in 1908 we had a wonderful 
iron bridge! 

It was during this construction that Father really learnd about the use 
ot· concrete in building t'oundations and he used it the rest of his life. The 
bridge too had recreational as well as commercial applications. We kids 
now had great girders high above the water where we could climb and 
show our derring-do even though we were inwardly quaking with fear. 
You couldn't help imagining what your corpse would look like after a fall 
from this height. 

The roadbed that leads to the f'ord lies between the bridge and a 
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ple __ ant kn 11 that o erlook them. You can probabl till ee though 
\ 1e taintl , the outline of' nine gra e . We were told it wa a la e 
--mete . There ere a number ot' tomb tone tored in a hog pen on the 
t'ar1n bounda out i·rom our kitchen. Leone told me they were broken 
up l'or road-b d mettle bet·ore the bridge a built. That i all but one we 
kid ere pla ing with. It ~t·orachild Muriel McMurran dated I'm 
not ure of' thi 1832. It i till around omewhere I heard . 

e ha e heard in thi ear ot· 1984 that the bridge ha de eloped two 
tru tural era k and mu t be replaced po ibly by 1986. The new ite 
ill be lightl up tream, ma be at the old t·ord? Our gue i that the 

t1o d plain aero the reek will decide thi . We1l likely have a new 
generation of· girder climber to go with it. 

Behind the ne barn completed in 1910 there i a teep rocky de cent 
to the Opequon~ al o in the back (hill) tield bordering Dandridge' i 
an ther rock blut't· here the Indian gra e were t·ound. In both place 
the tone ha e ob iou l been di turbed. Mr. Ram burg told u the 
t ne had been mo ed b trea ure hunter earching t·or General 

Br ddo k gold. It eem that the General had a premonition 01· det·eat 
and buried hi pa roll mone in thi area. I don't belie e it ha ever been 
1·ound. ou ill probabl)' recall that hi urrender occurred in aero -the-
Potoma a land. 

he old r·ord remain i e en u ed emi-occa ionall becau e ome ot· 
the li\e t k and ome ot· the arriage hor e ot· the old day would not 
enture to cro the high bridge. I o it make it po ible to get to the 
r k t a h our ar. 

There mu t be ome old-time ho remember Mr. George 
Ram burg t

1

ormer Jetl'er on ount ' hool teacher and great ti herman. 
He Ii,, d t lm o d and took care ot· the place hen we went outh i·or 
the int r. He taught me man thing about ti hing and about the 
Op quon b t'ore l t in liJe he married the t·or 1ner nna Fulk and 
mo , d b k t hi n tral home t·arm that adjoin Im ood. 

r. R m bur a 1del no n becau e ot· hi mince pie . The a 
th t ea h 1· ht pi required a pint 1· hi e . ou ate one ot· hi 
d Ii i u min pa and then \; nt to bed if ou could make it. 

It \Va t the old R m bur h me that th Iadi ti ed m no ebleed 
f' r l ttin m go b k home to lm ood. e1l get to the no ebleed 

bit ii~ .. ' u r t ut-h n d and p r e\1 ring. It ju t happen to lead up to 
th ph n graph nd ....... -11 t ne . 
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I cannot recall the names ot· the t'olks who lived in the old house, but as 
otten happened there was an old maid in the t'amily. She made it quite 
clear that this status was not ot' her own choosing. The house sits very 
close to the roadside, so when she heard the sound ot .. horses' hooves on 
the road, she'd open door and window, start up her little Edison ''His 
Master's Voice'' cylinder record phonograph, and then pose by the horn, 
an open invitation to stop by and be entertained. She must have been a 
bit hard-of'-hearing as she placed a tunnel-like ear trumpet to her ear with 
the open end at the mouth ot' the record player horn. Don't think her lure 
worked as she was still unmarried when they moved. 

These ear trumpets are now museum pieces. They were ot' all types 
t'rom simple tunnels to decorated horns with tlexible ear pieces t'or easier 
listening. Some even had diaphrams. You might even have one in your 
attic. I don't know what you'd do with it it' you did tind one and will not 
otl'er suggestions here. Let it sut1ice to say that my expensive in-ear 
hearing aid has been sent, a week ago, to the tactory f"'or repairs. Did you 
ever repair an ear trumpet? 

Just about every tarm had its own big dinner bell that has now pretty 
much vanished t'rom the scene. It had two primary tunctions; the usual 
one ot· being sounded some twenty minutes before the mid-day meal in 
order to give us a chance to unhook the horses, stable them and give them 
their teed (during heavy work we corned them three times a day). Then, 
when we washed up, dinner was on the table. Plowing in our often rocky 
tields was hard on man and beast. 

The dinner bell's other tunction was to alar1n. Instead ot .. the measured 
beat ot· the dinner call the alarrn call was rapid, even frantic. All who were 
in the very considerable hearing distance knew that you were in trouble 
and would rush to your assistance. 

Weve discussed the dinner bell. The cowbells were strapped around 
the necks of' young or dry cattle. When the animals were turned into the 
woods they would seek out the dense brush areas to hide out in during fly 
time, and without the bells to guide you the cattle were most ditlicult to 
find. 

The sheepbell's tunction was different. Savage killer dogs would get 
into your sheep flock and kill, kill, kill. The bells around the sheep's necks 
would sound as the terrified sheep tried to escape the killers. The f ar1ner 
hearing this would grab his loaded gun and rush to the rescue. The 
attacks usually occurred in the night and the dogs came in bands of 



J ff e "On ount\' Hi ·torica t 
• 

• 
ociet 49 

e ral animal . tep-Father Mr. "We ' ( . A.) William hot 
t \•.tent - i of· the e killer one eason. 

In the t"'all when ou hauled your grain, wood and uch into town t~or 
·ale, rour t·our-hor e team had the hame bell arched o er their collars. 
Ot our e not e e t·armer had the e bell a ome t·olk thought them 
nice but not real) nece ary. But mo t everyone did have leigh bell 

hich ere er)' cheering around Chri tma time. Door bell were 
mo tl ' a matter ot· choice. 

I think that no we hould ge to the no ebleed bet'ore it i overlooked 
nd i 1·ore er lo t to the orld. uch a tragedy mu t not be per111itted 
en at the c t ot· continuity in writing. In 1·act thi letter keep getting 

longer and longer. o much o that I'll ha e to quit trying to hold to the 
utline aguel conceived in m cerebrum, get thing down on paper 

be(·ore the are mi ed, and let you un cramble. 

hortl bet·ore 1910 there was a prickl pear thicket that extended 
t"'rom the back ot· the old barn to the creek. That t·all the thicket caught 
tire at the creek bank and burned rapidl uphill toward the barn. 
Rem mber now that at thi time we had no telephone nor even a big 
dinner bell. The tire wa unmanageable b Father and Mother. I wa 
di pat hed to run to the Ramsburg f'arm next to our about one-halt' 
mile t'or help. heer terror lent wing tom little f'eet a I tlew through the 

rch rd and \1-1ood . hen I ani ed, blood as bur ting t·rom my no tril 
becau e o1' m l'rantic e ertion. Help was on the wa pronto while the 
, omen-1· lk t ok V'-4re ot' the no ebleed bet'ore letting me go home. The 
ne t ear there \1la no prickl pear thicket and there was a big tarm bell. 

It \\'a in the 1ear ot· 1909 or 1910 that we got our telephone. We lived 
a out t o mile trom the Lpptown- mithtield pike where a telephone 
l1n e ~j t d. In order to reach thi line ather built a pri ate telephone 
line. e us d to ee. in to1111 , the lightning tla h tra el as a ball of' fire 
alon the ir to our hou e. hen e heard a rather loud click', we 
kn ,,, th ton e more the telephone _.., dead until the lead wire 'breaker" 
\J a_ r pla~~d. The telephone -- a part line an infernal nui ance __ 
m r nd more ot· our part -liner took their receiver ol"f' the hook to 
li t n in on 1our con ation. each li tener joined in the telephone 
line p v.• r a l n d until e entuall ou could not hear. In 
t .. ru tr ti n ' OU might 1ell: ill ome ot' ou bu bodie hang up o I can 
put m , rder int Br wn Brothe in harle To n . ome ould hang 
up and , ur on,, r,~_tion uld r ume and though half the neighbor in 
thi nd f' the unt n v_, 1our bu in-~-- it beat hitching up the hor e 
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and driving eight miles into town and waiting f'or your order to be made 
up and tilled. Irritating? Exceedingly so! But suppose your message had 
been one ot' tire or injury? The word would get to your neighbor in the 
tield and he would unhook the traces of· his team and be on his way to 
your rescue immediately. 

Let's digress a moment. The year is 1912. Our second car was the same 
make as our 1910 Norwalk. They were custom cars made in 
Martinsburg. Perhaps assembled would be the more accurate word. This 
new seven passenger monster had a 144-inch wheelbase, was underslung, 
had t'orty-t'our inch wheels to get over our mountain roads and had an 
altimeter and inclinometer. Also there was a portable electric cigar lighter 
f'or the passenger compartment. It had six individually cast cylinders, a 
tire-engine (Hershell-Spillman) type engine and with its later added t'our 
t'orward speed transmission was a real luxury type pert'ormer. 

We were coming out ot' a rainy spell and the Opequon was running 
bank tull, so Leone and I decided we'd have deep water all the way, so 
we'd swim downstream to the Dandridge dam, something like a mile. It 
was high, occasionally white, water all the way, also obstructions, such as 
sunken logs, had to be avoided. We swam it breast to breast, non-stop, to 
the dam where Arthur, our chautl'eur, picked us up in the new car and 
brought us back to Elmwood. Leone was seventeen months younger 
then me and that status never changed. I was ten years old. My point is, 
would present-day youngsters be permitted such t·reedom ot' choice? 

It is with a nostalgic sense ot' unreality that I consider the status ot' the 
horse, then and now, in our daily lives. In 1960and 1961, Mom(Carrie) 
and I took a six week vacation in South America, mostly in Colombia 
and Ecuador. We t'ound that the horse there maintained the status that it 
held here in the early l 900's. True, there were spots of· urban congestion 
where there was trattic (automobile) pollution. Here, due, I suppose, to 
the Andean elevation and plain poor carburetion the exhaust stench 
reminded you ot' home. But this condition was quite abnortnal. Besides, 
I'm supposed to be telling you about how it was way back when, but the 
now keeps creeping in. To get on. 

The low-slung Belgians t'or the plow and the longer-legged 
[Pe ]rcherons t'or cartage, the matched teams t'or the carriage and the 
gaited ones t'or riding and all the in-betweens. A man took pride in his 
horses. The childhood ponies were ot'ten uset·u1 as well as t'un things. My 
pony grew to nearly 1000 pounds. A very intelligent gelding, I used him 
constantly as a stock horse. I would be sent to the meadow pasture to cut 
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ut t\~.10 certain animal 1·r m the herd ot· tit't . I would ot·ten call Dandy 
fr m the pa ture and v,1 ithout bridle or addle, mount go to the meadow 
cut ut the two cattle 1·rom the herd, head them toward the gate 
di mount run to the gate and open it tand in the road to head them in 
th right direction ~..1hile Dand dro e them out ot· the tield through the 
gate onto the road . Id lo e the gate Dand would come o er to me to be 
m unted and e were on our wa to here er the animal were 

n ign d. 

e er li e tock rather than dirt 1·armer . Our t1a hy little driving 
m re, "Imp in her later ear became a real tock horse. You would 
ha\.'e our animal • cattle heep, hog and emi-occa ionally work 
h re ~ tarted on the road. When · ou came to a lane you djump out of· 
th tick- agon (ea tern er ion ot· buckboard), run to the lane to keep 
th t ck head d on the right road. Imp would nip a loitering call .. or pig 
on the rump or it· the ot·1·ender a a ewe kick her with her knee until 
the lane a pa ed and ou jumped into our conveyance or ru hed to 
prod me traggler ne t to the t·ence. Imp wa till active at thirty year . 

King ather ho e wa not onl orry looking but ju t plain ugly. A 
rr l with \.\ihite patche parrot no ed muly eared lump on mu cle 

traggl , mane and tail ju t the oppo ite ot' leek beautiful Imp. But he 
wa the be t addle hor e I, e e er kno n. Multi-gaited you cho e your 
ride. ike and il' 1ou had no bridle or addle, he d co-me to the gate 
y u h d halt'-cl imbed o ou c uld mount without jumping up and 
hanging t the 'A1ither . ou guided them ilentl with our knee . King 
\\'a much in dem nd t·or the hor eback tournament a held at Elmwood 
l n the pequon at Bal ch pring (now the Leetown Fi h 

H t h , , the at on and u h place . ntil the da they died Imp 
\ a unpr di t ble under th addle and King could ne er be harne ed. 

Imp \\1 mall, high- pirited~ kitti h and \1ery t'a t. Going t'or a leigh 
ride b hind h r \\'a quite n e hilarating e perience. en with father at 
th r in h ha m naged to up et th leigh into a deep nowdrif·t at the 
b tt m t' our I n . hi 'Oung ter me ot' long ago, ha thought he'd 
lr--z t d th \.\1h n ~ al 1ng up the t o hill to the ho~e in tho e biting 
\ ind . I metim , nd r d if. Imp didn't o erturn u ju t to avoid that 

1 n d uble-hill drag up t the hou . ou dared not get into Imp tall it' 
th r \.\'a liqu r n 1our br ath. h on no ked t o ertical board 
t·r m th b 1· h r t II in th ld barn V-1hen a drinking groom tried to 
Uri)' h r. ing ,._, ju t th oppo ite h 'd lik l , ha ea drink ith ou 

\\' h th r in\' it d r n t . 
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Charles Town even then was our county seat and local metropolis. She 
celebrated July 4th with an annual parade. Leone would drive her 
beautit'ul multi-colored pony, Trilby, and her new pony buggy, and I'd 
ride Dandy. Our steeds were gussied up t'or the occasion and we were so 
proud of· them. 

It seems lite's way that tragedy must enter into it. Father, t'rom 
somewhere, bought a matched pair ot' heavyweight draught mares- I'd 
place them in the 1600-1800 pound weight class. They were pure white 
and circus beautit'ul. Their names were Nell and Guy (we pronounced it 
just as it is spelled, Guy). We used to walk all the way out to the woods 
field in the evenings just to watch them graze. There were sink holes in 
several tields including this one. One morning someone brought the bad 
news that during the night there was a new sink that tell under Guy's hind 
legs and dropped her underground so t·ar that her entire body was below 
ground. She was caught, immovably, in a cramped position and must 
have sutl'ered. There was a heavy sadness at Elmwood the next tew days. 

How many ot' us know what a barshare ( or maybe it's barshear) leader 
is? I can't tind the word in my Collegiate dictionary. Anyway, it's the kind 
ot' dratt animal you'd like to know. Usually a heavyweight mare, 
sometimes an intelligent gelding, you'd tind them the leader in a three­
horse plow team. She'd be the one that the crowd-stick would have one 
end fastened to her collar while the other end fastened to the bridle-bit ot' 
the middle horse. The third horse also got the bridle-bit end ot' her crowd­
stick. The collar end ot .. number three's stick was attached to number 
two's collar. Now you know, when there's more than two horses how 
they are kept in their proper relative positions. 

The barshare leader is also on the left t'ront ot' a t'our-horse team and is 
controlled by a single rein. It· more than t'our horses are the drat't, there's 
usually another man controlling the t'orward ones. 

You youngsters may never have any use t·or this kind ot' int'ormation, 
but isn't it kinda nice to know? So that you can, justly, teel a little up 
(ahead) of' your peers? 

When hitched as a two-horse team to a mowing machine she could 
cause you problems. Being a natural leader she may be selt'-willed in some 
matters. Our old sickle bar mowers were powered by t'riction f'rom the 
studded mower wheels. Ordinarily this works quite satisfactorily, but in 
this part ot' the U.S. we sometimes find patches ot'''wire grass". Whatever 
the real name ot"' this weed, nothing quite tits like what we've called it. Its 
short, then "blades" just won't be cut. It will even cause your mower 
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,vhe I t kid if ou ha e a team that ill try to pull it. 

,. ur mart old leader ill ee it (the gra ) ahead ot· her and if' he' on 
o d term ith _1ou" he will pull out o that our machine will cut only 

halt' a wath . 11· }'OU t'orce her into an impo ible t'ull wath you are liable 
t lind 1our cit· ·itting out in the tield on an immobile mower looking 
'lnd 1· eling quite 1·ooli h. 01· cour e ou could ju t rai e your ickle bar 
and dri,,e through the patch but then ou d lo e 1·ace with your team and 
\\1ho \1.1ant that'. 

~ H an,c~· t oon, to u ~ wa not ju t a romantic ex pre ion. On 
brilliant) , mo nl1t night " hen the weather was right and time wa 
pre ~ ing. ather ~ould harne a i·our-hor e team to the binder (reaper) 
and we"d go to the heat field. Though I wa too mall to drop the 
he \C~ a curatel ~ much to the di gu t ot· the hocker next morning I 

mantully tried . I reall I lo ed to be with Father and he alway took me 
v.'ith him~ e,1en to the mountain on timber and live tock buying trip in 
\ e t irginia .. or in the cypre and long-leat'ed yellow pine f'ore t or 
hare r pping area in labama. 

e did mention the ice hou e. It ju t occurred to me that you might 
n t n \\' one it' )1ou Vwere looking at it. The 're not being built anymore . 
.. ome ,vere built ab \'e ground ith ide wall in ulated by awdu t. Our 

a I ' 12' 12' entirel underground with concrete wall cedar log 
tloonng, and a av.1du t in ulated gal anized root· that ince 19 IO ha 
n d d n repair. he ice hou e ha no been con erted to a garage. The 
r 1· Vl lo,,elj' place t'or u oung ter to congregate at du k and tell 
\\'h t tall tal \ e c uld ome up ith. 

h m e hou v.1a not a place hich to con ume cigarette . It was 
\\' h r ur n1e t, mo ti ' pork a alted do nor ugar cured to pre erve 
it and to tore it through the ummer month . ome beet· was brined 

rned ,--t). 

ut h ring ~ a commun 1 af'f'air. bunch of· neighbors ma be 
i ht rt n \\ould gath r bet·ore da light after t'reezing weather had et 

in. h h _.., \\'ere illed~ calded .. hair craped of·f· .. and e i cerated. The 
hung -r~~.&,t,.I \ -- plit on the gambrel hook . The meat cutter .. au age 
ma , ._ lard r tin r , th pan pudding and the crappie (ponhau , to us) 
ma . u and r ckling p ople all ere bu • . job u ually 
tum d ut t ntrail and m at carrier and be au e ot· clean hand 

u ge mi~·er. I al t ok m ' tum at the lard rendering and pudding 
o in p dd!-..... . 
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The ''f'resh" is the new meat not to be cured by salting, sugar cure, 
brined ( corned beet), also called pickeled, t·ried down ( cooked or partly 
cooked and packed in earthen jars and hot lard used to till the crock). 
Then also the tenderloin was otten canned. The delectable souse (head 
cheese) and the hard to clean pig's teet, the sweetbreads, kidneys, livers 
and such were otten included in the t'resh which was divided amongst us 
at each butchering. We nearly always had t'resh meat trom Thanksgiving 
through Christmas without ret'rigeration. 

Fowl slaughter except t'or turkey and geese, was usually handled by 
the distatl' side. 

At'ter the bulk of' the butchering work was done, the hard cider was 
passed around. The jug was handed by someone who could gauge the 
capacity ot' the partakers. 

The smoking operation was a trying job. Trying to keep the smoking 
chips going and getting your other chores done was a tough job, but it' 
you got a good tlavort'ul ''smoke'', you had something to be proud ot'. 
Our generously sized smoke house, atter butchering, was packed so 
tightly with meat that you could hardly put your hand inside it. 

The old blacksmith shop had a huge stone chimney with a swinging 
crane in it on which we used to hang a titty gallon copper kettle to make 
apple butter in. The t'orge bellows was huge and would blow up a small 
cyclone when we boys grew enough muscle to work it. The shop housed 
the phaeton and surry, with the sleighs in its other end. A road ran behind 
the shop. It appears to be an extension of.the present tarm entrance lane 
and leads to the "Bend", the adjoining t'arm under Mr. J. E. Boyd's 
ownership, and which he used to visit his tenants there. Across this road 
downhill t'rom the blacksmith shop stood the intact skeleton ot' a two­
story log home. Part or most ot' the root· was missing when I tirst saw it, 
but the t'rame was still sound. I remember clearly the tire that consumed 
it. It must have been a respectable residence ot .. the not too long ago. I 
would guess that this was the blacksmith's home. 

For well over one hundred years, a dug well turnished the old house 
with drinking water and a cistern supplied the "sot't'' water f'or the 
laundry and such uses. The well is lined with stone laid dry wall fashion. 
It has been enclosed and rooted many years now. There is a deep well 
pump that never t'reezes. A tew teet away and downhill t'rom the well is 
the dairy house. This is a small building with very thick stone walls and a 
massively insulated root ... It was the answer to the dairy farrner's spring 
house. There was (and probably is) an elevated, two-foot wide trough 



cfler on unt Hi torical . • 

c1et ~' 55 

that e tend. ar und the in ide ot' the building. Iron pipe lead f'rom the 
pump to this in ide trough o that the trough could be pumped f'ull oi' 
o ling'A'atertorthe, till arml'romthecow milk. tthet'arendof'the 

tr ugh \\'a .. an O\ertlow pipe hich permitted the 'pent ater to t1ow 

d0\\1nhill to the pond that upplied the barn. In later ear I would bring 
i e from the i e hou e to cool hat milk e had. When we got an ice­
c oled ret'rig rator e no longer u ed the dair hou e. 

ith the dairy h u e n longer needed ather let me u e it t'or a 
pigeon ote . e added a t1 1ng pen to the t'ront. We caught the pigeon at 
nigl1t b~, Ila hlight in ncle a on" barn at Woodberry Farm. The 
pigeon are till there though the ve mo ed to the barn and corn crib. 

l1i \\'a .. in 1910. 
1 .. h heep pen \ a on the other ide ot' the big hou e on a ridge. The 

little valley b t~1een the hou e and the heep hed u ed to be a mall 
ine 1ard ol' everal a re ' . e u ed the heep barn to overwinter ome 
hoi e dail)' tock and a m deratel - ized t1ock ot' heep. We had onl 

th hand hear ~ t' r the ~ool cutting o we took old hed door ot't' their 
hinge , laid them a ro carpenter hor e ' and tied the heep to them 
b , ne k and leg . y job a mo tl)' heepherder and helper in t ing 
d \\1n the re __ lcitrant . 

' hen the ne\\1 me hani al hear came out I wa the principal crank 
l1and. lt ,1.,a,' n longer nece ary to tie do n the animal and the old 
hand h ar , \Ver relegated mo tl~1 to tagging. The tag wool we cleaned 
up and old. a the mone)' a our . amb that the mother di owned or 

uld not teed \\ ere our t o, o e bottle t'ed and rai ed them a pet 
lr1mb . " meho\v. th ugh the mon , t'rom the e got mixed up with that 

f the r gular tlo k and it (them ne ) ot·ten did not get to u little people. 

\\1e h d the lir t 11 I an remember at thi heep barn. he building i 
n ,,, dcmoli ' h d bee u .. e ol torm dam ge. 

n1in) t0\\1ard the h u e ~e p the pig helter 1· r the hog. on 
pa tt1re , nd little furth.er in I the hog pen._ u ed to gro pig .. to hoat 
"' iz , nd t f, tt n th but h r h g . . ht 1 v.1here the big lop barrel i 
pla ed. Int it \\1ent all th t bl r p , bran" middling, water" our milk 

nd u h. -- h1 \V uld qui 1, t' rm nt in v.1arm weather, and Imp ould 
r mo,1e m tan_' o 1er \ 'C put \1 r it t get to the" beer'". I al o u ed thi 
I p rrel t f'att n up tt1e lar e n pping and leatherback turtle" I 
u ht in th p qu n. 
11· rg l t mention th t the Id door ,ve u d t tie do,,,n the ' heep on 

l'te11 hr1d n t hole in them. \ e u ed the e hole to de-hull walnut 
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which we shelled atter drying in the winter. This was another small source 
ot· Christmas money t·or us kids. 

Butchering, haymaking, and sheep shearing were big days when we 
had extra hands helping. Sometimes a mutton was slaughtered to t·eed 
the crew. 

There was usually a musician, of· whatever grade ot· talent, in each 
household. When not too tired out t·rom our day's work and f'requently 
on Sundays we had t'amily singing. This singing would go on regardless 
ot' talent, but everybody had f'un. Tatty pulls were great t·un t·or the young 
tolks. Sometimes there were dances. Picnics were tun, ants and all. 
Quilting parties were more social than working attairs. Outdoor 
baptisms always drew a crowd. There were many things to do and we 
youngsters seemed always to have the energy to enjoy them. Evening and 
lawn parties were frequently held. Barn raising was still in vogue. The 
horseback riding tournaments we've mentioned. Go to see one it'you ever 
have a chance. There's real skill and horsemanship here. Some ot· the 
impromptu wrestling matches did not always tum out too well. The 
County Fairs were t·un, especially it' you were competing. Remember the 
steroptican? When threshing, I was usually water boy and was kept busy 
running to the ice house. We seemed to always need straw t'or bedding 
and the threshing gave it to us. 

Writing is a humbling business. How can one man express the triumph 
and exaltation ot"' another who has suddenly and completely attained his 
fulfillment? A sense ot .. inadequacy haunts me here. 

Mr. Charles Edwards worked on Woodberry Farm t'or many years 
and I knew him almost since I was a toddler. A quiet, resourcet'ul man, he 
got things done. Nina (Coats), his wite, was a tit companion. Though ot' 
meager education, they were great conversationalists because ot' their 
close observation and deep understanding. 

As dusk was approaching one evening, the three ot' us, at'ter the day's 
work, were sitting on the kitchen porch, relaxed. Egypt, a piney woods 
settlement of· some t'our or tive homes came up in our conversation. 
Egypt borders the Ramsburg place next to ours. I asked Mr. Edwards it' 
Egypt was always a piney woods settlement like it is now. To my surprise 
he said: ''No, it was farmland in wheat.'' 

''Beginning at the Sulphur Spring Road below the Leetown Methodist 
Church clear on to Clip (Smithlield) and this way clear to the Opequon 
was all clear t"armland and in wheat.'' 
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ote: hi .. timing ha to be bet'ore yru McCorrnick reaper reached 
J t't'er on aunty, a , about the late 1870 . 

ome ha e t time a big ere 01· men with their wheat cradle was 
gathered at the ulphur pring Road corner. Do you know how to 
handle a cradle and how to t'ollow. The leader take a long wipe with his 
razor harp three-t·oot long blade with the f'our wooden three-t'oot long, 
bar bo e it. The blade cut of1" the wheat which t'all on to the bar (the 
cradle). t the end ot· the wing the cradle (blade and all) i upended and 
th ut heat tall into a neat little pile which i gathered up into a heat', 
tied ith it O\ n tra , and then piled into a hock.' 

'Juni r ou know how a cradle eparate the men t·rom the boy in an 
hour. Onl)' the real men can do the job. The troke ot' the econd cradle 
nd here the tir t cradle tarted and o you go till all the cradle are in 

th tield. The le able orker made up the heave and hock , and ye 
June, there ere gleaner a in the Bible~ (Ruth and Boaz). 

w . d ard had remained quiet a proper women would when 
th men are talking and no poke up: 44 ow Charley tell him the re t." 

hil r. dward think a t'ew minute in ca e you don't know what 
a r die i nd it .. quite unlikel that ou do it' an unwieldy but et'ticient 
m n ter tor cutting nd la ing the heat. A picture i what we need here. 

ou b ggle do n trying to e plain it in word . 11· you aw it you could 
und r t nd ho it ork . but in ord the picture ju t doe n't come out 
learl '. 

r. dv-1ard : '' ach harve t time a leader i elected. Thi i about the 
grc t t honor a \Vorking man can get. It call t'or a trong man who can 
lpace all the other , ~'et keep them orking all the time. The big bo 

m up to me and ..,_ ' : ' harle ou are the harve t leader. ,tt 

r. d, rd , lv.1a} a a high- trung per on and the honor ot~ the 
i nment r all put him into hock. 

'Junior I ouldn l mo\ e~ I could n "t peak, I ju t didn l kno hat as 
g in n. h w __ t ran ba into m bod it a like I as paralyzed. 
-hen me n h nd d me a pint bottle ot' hi ke . I drank it right down. 

l n t ' nd the v.1e t t rted out on me again. I ga e a great 
H, 11 luj h h ut then.. om on men, and orked until v.i~e tin· hed the 

j b. \1 ut I r up to lip and trom the Pike to the Opequon_ .. , 

te: hi i 1nde d I rge area- ma 1b e ha e u ed a little licen e 
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We kids thought Mr. Edwards was an old (grandtather age) man when 
we first knew him. This couple lived a long and active lite together. When 
he told this story they both seemed to grow a little taller and almost 
sparkle. 

There was a small one-room schoolhouse in Mr. Jim Tabb's f'ront 
lawn. There, my Father, George, and Mildred's Father, my Uncle 
Mason, were taught as youngsters when Grandt'ather Charles Jackson 
Bowers lived at Magwillie. Charles Jackson was a stocky, sandy-haired, 
aggressive blacksmith and he died at that place which is located at 
Brown's Crossroads. He is buried at Charles Town's Edgemont 
Cemetery with tive generations ot"' his family. 

There was a young Tabb, Mayo, of my age, whose Father was a 
mining engineer in the Kimberly diamond mines at Johannesburg, South 
At'rica. His Mother died at his birth so he was raised by his native nurses. 
Together we (aged tive or six) attended the Charles Town Laura 
Campbell Girls Seminary. His language was mostly Swahili but we never 
had any problem communicating. 

The kerosene lamp is still the t'aithf'ul standby in many places in this, 
our "modern" world. Every week all the lamps in the house would be 
brought to the kitchen t"'or retilling and chimney cleaning. This was 
sometimes a smelly job, but was not too often shirked as the cleaning 
artist with the long turkey teather t"'ound this job easier than other house 
cleaning jobs. We'd try to get her to do the lanterns too, but this seldom 
worked. The advent of' the new kerosene reading lamp slowed down the 
installation of· electricity in a number ot' homes. The thirty-two volt Delco 
tor lighting was more trouble than the reading lamp. Also the oil­
powered ret"'rigerator worked pretty well t'or a few years. Some, but not 
too many, in our area used acetylene but electricity soon did away with 
that. 

Did you ever try to sleep on a com shuck-stutted mattress? I advise 
against it. There's always some corn ear stems missed when you are 
selecting the finer shucks for the filling. These shuck stems seem to follow 
you around in the mattress as you wriggle for a bump free spot to rest on. 
Straw is better until it becomes limp and lifeless. Chicken feathers 
eventually lump as you never get them really dry at'ter washing them and 
trying to keep them captive from the t"'our winds while drying. The rope 
''springs" are not too bad it' you have time to keep it taut so you don't feel 
that you are sleeping in a hammock. Feather mattresses are fine for a 
while, but were you ever handed one to be used as a quilt? Eider down is 
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grand t'or co\1er" but m , lectric blanket beat them all. 
Im ood mu t ha e been peciall created t'or li e tock. There wa 

bluegra. ~ pa ture and running ater in e er tield. 

When ather built the barn he intended it 1'or hor e . It had eighteen 
large ~~tall that are now con erted to dairy u e. The in ide ot' the barn i 

mpl tel)' lined and i hite nameled tloor to root'. The hay mow mu t 
b thirt)' tcet f'rom tl or to ridge. The tlooring i tongue and grooved and 

a ed 1"" r dancing (Father lo ed partie ). We kid u ed to roller kate 
and ride our bic)1cle there and of· cour ewe lept there when crowded at 
the hou e, or ometime ju t t'or the t'un o1' it. At the time the barn wa 
built it a not lear that the automobile would replace the hor e. In t'act 
t'r m I 910 to 1914 hen ather died we kept a carriage man a well as a 
haufteur on the hou e tat't'. That hay mow wa a lit'e aver t'or u 
, ung t r~ during a rain)' pell. 

he corn crib i quite generou in ize. It i one ot' tho e double 
building \lli th a large wagon hed between the crib . The overhead ha 
large bin t r mall grain . The t o large bin in the t'ront of.the lot't were 
tilled ith wheat. I anted to leep there a the wheat make uch a 

mt .. rtable mattre . ather again humored me. The kero ene blizzard 
lantern made a e dim light t'or uch a large pace. 

e r oml' rtable enough until the bat came. We threw wheat at 
th m t keep the bat .. out o1 ur hair. E ery kid know that it' . real bad 
lu k m y be e\en death in the t'amil it' the bat do get into your hair. I 
o n dr pped f'f' to leep and had no 1·urther bat trouble that night. I 

\\a i ar old. I e ne did not ant to go o he ta ed in the hou e 
\'lith ther. 

\ c mentioned that th o ered area bet een the rib a our wagon 
h d. he \\1agon b die not on the running gear ere u pended (b)' 

blo k nd ta l l1igh o er the agon and t'arm ehicle " uch a the 
ne-h r e and tw -hor e \Vagon the tickwagon (a mall buckboard)" 

th l d m \ 1ng m hine the reaper and uch. The e u pended bodie 
m de ,,rond rf'u1 pl ce to pl ')1 on rainy da . They ere hard to climb 
into and g t ut I but n b d \ ould tind ., ou in the e t'our-hor e wagon 

d . he , \\ ere great pla to pla ' octor 1n. 

bout the Hou e 
-- h h m i, r all., t\\' h u joined at ne orner b.. a central))' 

I ed r m . \ re g in t b un rthodo enough to enter b)1 the 
f'r nt d r ,vhi h pen 1nt hall th t e. tend aero the orth end of· 
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the building and exits on the South side near the cistern. This hall has a 
capacious closet under the stairway for visitors' cold weather gear. The 
ceilings in the "old" house are quite high so that stair well has a landing, 
then another rise to a small hallway with doors to bedrooms and bath. 
From the bath a steep narrow stair goes to the attic. At the top ot" the 
stairs and really a part ot" the hall is a little sixteen-inch area that seems to 
belong nowhere. It's not needed by the stairs, stairwell, hallway, attic 
stairs, nobody! There it is! It's just there! It sits outside the stair railing. It 
neither toils nor spins, just sits. It is bounded by the railing, bathroom 
wall and attic stair wall. The t"ourth side is thin air and looks down maybe 
ten or twelve feet to the hall tloor. I well remember that at about age six it 
required all my courage and even some extra courage to climb over the 
bannister and up the three or f .. our stairs to this "no place'' spot. In that 
short climb the only thing to catch me was the downstairs hall t1oor, some 
twelve foot drop. Of course it took just as much t"'ortitude to get back on 
the stairs when I left my little eyrie after an exaulting period ot· 
meditation. Also include an equal period of trepidation that we'd rather 
forget. I must have grown a t"oot that · night fed by the sense ot" 
accomplishment although I must keep it a secret from all the world but 
Leone who would never tell anyone. The eyrie was a lovely place to sit 
and read by mostly I used it as a spot to contemplate what I could do 
next. Leone was a surprisingly stabilizing influence in those days as she 
certainly could come up with non-stop escapades for the day. 

It was 011 this stairway that my daughter, Patricia, t"ell and broke her 
ar111, while she was visiting Grandmother Bowers-Williams and step­
Grandfather Williams. The Grandparents had moved back to Elmwood­
on-Opequon after the Great Depression of 1929-32. 

In the hallway, close to the entrance door, leading to the living room 
there are two huge triple windows with very large double hung picture 
window type panes in their centers and two huge shutters tor each 
window. The shutters are on the continuous wrap-around porch. Inside 
are the white-painted mantelpiece, hearth, and fireplace. The fireplace 
flues in this part of the house had to be blocked because of the constant 
invasion of chimney swifts (swallows). 

The rooms are all very large and have high ceilings. The living room 
furniture is king size of the now "in" wicker. It is in pert'ect condition. 
Sarah Crewe has reconditioned the furniture itselt' and renewed the 
upholstery. We agree that this tumiture should stay with the house. The 
working surf aces of the tall desk and large round center table are covered 
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b}' plate gla . he long ot·a i a grand place to tretch out and re tin hot 
eather. The rocker and other big chair are there but the ottoman ha 

di appear d. The o erall et·f·ect i cla ical but inviting. 

get to the piano room (the library reall ) ne t door we pa s 
through a mall hall a that has three door one to the living room one 
to the library and the third to the out ide. We think that at one time the 
main entrance wa thi door the little hallwa the t·oyer the clo et which 
no h__ hel e , wa the coat room. All the e out ide door mentioned 
ha e tran om o er them. 

Our little hall a i at the a tend ot' the huge chimney. It ize at the 
ba emu t be about ix b twel e or t·ourteen t'eet. It ha at least three and 
more likel 1·our tlu to accommodate the living room library and 
b droom 1ireplace . 

t the e t end ot· the chimne i the ery large wine clo et orth i 
the li ing room\ outh the library. The back to back tireplace , hearth 
and mantelpiece are quite imilar. Doe thi make it clear why the 
tai a i located at the orth end of' the hou e? The chimney take up 

th pa e here the tair hould be t'or con enience and privacy to the 
b droom . 

Kid mu t dr am. With all that pace around the chimney base 
uldn't eneral Braddock ha e hidden hi army payroll money in the 

chimne encl ure ome here? Chronological! the building time eem 
t tit. 

he libra i loaded ith book man f'rom -nineteenth century 
ngland. The ine clo et hel e and the bookcase ha e e erything 

t·rom ur kiddie book to the then current literature. It could be a 
f'a in ting pla-- t'or booki h 1·01k. Becau e ot .. it central location thi 
r m ha b n u ed _ a bedroom. Our bab brother Bo d Worrall 
Bo \\1a born here premature} b a month becau e o1~ Mother' t·all 
i~r m p'-"1.&r tree. He died on the traditional thirtieth da . 

a ' thi i a mo t ple __ ant pot. eone 1·umi hed it with thing f'rom 
th t"amil , p~t. om here I ha e a photo ot· the fireplace ide ot' the 
r m. Thi I mu t tind. Th room on e_ a pirit ot' contented repo e. 

h piano quar rand i loY.1 t1at and e ide. It ill alwa be a 
n e ati n ie""""' . The e ,board ha tv. o tra octa · . It i in orking 
ndition thou h n d t·requent tuning b cau e ot· it poor torage 

'-.i~nditi n no h at r moi ture ontrol. Our tir t cou in t·rom __ hville. 
rt· lk, r n \t.• arboro rth arol1na. Libb d ard hbum 
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Green, the tamily musician used to gather all the available family 
members t·or ''sing-outs'' which we all thoroughly enjoyed. These 
gatherings helped cement family relations. Again to the piano it was 
bought by Grandtather Worrall in Nashville in the 1880's t'or Mother to 
learn to play. It was not new then. A shamet·u1 thing to say, but by 
standing on it, it gave me just the right height to paint the room ceilings. It 
is sturdy enough, and is uninjured but what an indignity! 

From the library we step down one step into the sitting room, another 
large room, that was once a shed used to join the ''new'' house to the 
''old''. It still serves this purpose. It had three doors to the outdoors. One 
door now leads to the downstairs bath, one opens to the outside cellar 
entrance and the third to the back porch and smoke house. Add these 
three entrances to the three we have mentioned and the three we'll 
eventually tell about and we have nine doors leading into or out ot' the 
house depending on whether you are going or coming? Or are you too 
cont'used by now to really care? 

This sitting room is a large but cozy, low-ceilinged, comf'ortable sort ot' 
place. The chimney here t'urnishes t1ues t·or the fireplace, house turnace, 
and a tiny chunk stove t'or cool evenings. This is the room of· the bearskin 
rugs. The room is easily converted to a sick bay or emergency bedroom 
because ot' its convenience to bath and kitchen. It is a natural gathering 
spot, a place to wait until dinner is served and such occasions. It was on 
the porch extending t'rom the sitting room that Mr. George Porterfield 
used to sit. He was the t·ormer owner ot' Elmwood and lived there tit'ty 
years. They said he was ninety-three years old and visited us on several 
occasions. His daughter with whom he lived married a Washington. She 
would drive him, using their very gentle driving horse. It was a most 
strange sight to me to see her cut up his meat, t'eed him, use his napkin, 
move him to the porch, light his cigarette, allow him just so many put'ts, 
and douse the butt. We had never seen much meticulous care. This would 
have to be bet'ore 1908. 

Another, and quite t'requent, visitor was "Colonel'' John Elijah Boyd. 
He married Virginia Stuart, in Civil War times, and managed the vast 
Stuart estates. He owned the ''Bend" alonside Elmwood-on-the­
Opequon and the Sulphur Spring Farm across the creek t'rom us among 
other farms. They lived and most ot' their children were born on the 
''Bend'', bet'ore they moved to Martinsburg. Mr. Boyd was a Confederate 
otlicer and told me several unrecorded incidents ot' great interest to me. 

He and Father used to sit on the North porch and enjoy mint juleps 
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made b our butler-chauft'eur Arthur William . Thi porch, I believe is a 
, rap around con truction 'Orne 195 t·eet long. I u ed to occa ionally get 
the \\'eekly job ot· a hing it down. It required eight three-gallon buckets 
of .. ci tern ater and a good bit ot" my preciou "growing up" time. This 
happened u uall)1 bet·ore we had opened up the house t"'or the ummer 
ea on. e intered in Birmingham Alabama which was the center ot .. 

Father' bu ine intere t and where Leone and I were graduated from 
Birmingham entral High chool. Me in 1919. 

Back to the hou e no which we really houldn't have let .. t. We were in 
the itting room. e had tepped down one tep to enter, so now we1l 
tep up one tep to enter the dining room. Thi i the ''new'' house rebuilt 

about 1910. The \\ne\l.1 'hou e i rather conventional according to its era. 
Tl1ere i one tartling exception which intrigue me to thi day. The 
"Lairwa to the bedroom i in the dining room. The first stair rise to the 
landing i con\1entional but f .. rom the right-angled landing up is another 
opening in the bedroom tloor. In other words, there is a t'ull-sized hiatus 
on that corner ot· the bedroom. There no sky hook to hold up that 

rner of· the room and no t'oundation pillar to support it t·rom below. 
here' a cute little balu trade, right-angled, too to keep you f'rom 

\ al king into the thin air ot~ the tairwell. Some day omeone may be able 
to e plain vlhat ha held up that corner of' the bedroom t'or nearly eight 
ear o tar. ntil no I till don"t ee how it works. Oh well! Maybe 
ome da}'. 

In the dining room the ma i e mi ion uite i a natural. The color, 
de ign, and proportion are all appropriate. You t·eel no sense of 
in e urit u ing thi turdy tut't'. 

he kitchen h-.- no tireplace it being ~new '. The chimney has been 
u ed to ,,ent three v,ood-burning chunk to e a well as the kitchen 
range v.1hich 1 u ed onl in the winter. 

v e e con "' idered the ice hou e moke hou e, com crib barn heep 
hed h g pen black mith hop and t'ormer home the dwelling or big 

hou c and no\\' \1.1e come to the indi pen able little hou e. I remember 
r ading an Id tire in urance poliC}' that li ted t·ourteen building on the 
farm t 1 ad. 

h little hou e \\'a not unprepo e ing in appearance with it white 
b d ' nd green trim on the door and tv.10 windo and b u e ot' 

ner u. m unt f. lime v.1a not malodorou . ou opened the door 
i11t • ,,,hite en mel d ompartment and f .. aced a bench that ha three 

iJ .. lerent iz d hole \ hi h ar 0,1 red b green ooden lid . There were 
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a couple appropriate pictures on the walls. When there was a working 
barn, the men, through Victorian tradition, never visited this spot. The 
ladies, to avoid I 00-yard scary night trips did have slop jars which were 
available, without censure, to the very small pre-schoolers. We sub­
siblings could use the chamber pot, but we had to empty and clean it it'we 
did. Also, the boys would lose tace at the cleaningjob, that was not men's 
work. So, the boys would visit the little house in a group ot' maybe three. 
On those t'rosty mornings the smallest kid would be t'orced to "go" first to 
warm up those t'rozen seats t'or his betters. Does this sound like primitive 
sanitation? That's the way it was! I'd like to talk about the bidets in the 
mansions but a Victorian sensitivity suggests we leave the subject. 

Some ot' the ponderous handmade locks are still in use though most ot' 
the huge keys have disappeared. 

Just on the Leetown side ot' Kearneysville is a road sign that reads 
BOWERS. The ''S'~ has been painted out so the sign says BOWER, the 
name ot' the Adam Stevens or Dandridge t'arm next to Elmwood. The 
t'oundry's error in casting is one ot' those unbelievable coincidences as the 
road ends at the Bowers' (Elmwood) mailbox. 

Our household statl' as I remember: a Mr. Hinton ot' Martinsburg was 
our mechanic-chaut'teur in 19 I 0. The car was kept in Martinsburg most 
ot' the time that year. Though slightly hard ot' hearing, he was quite 
competent and kept the car running quite well. For 1911 the driver and 
apprentice mechanic was James Gamble, also ot' Martinsburg. He was 
not so t'ortunate in handling the car so we used the horses more than the 
car that year. 

The ''carriage man'' and hostler was Carter, probably t'rom Summit 
Point way. His wit'e served as a number two cook. They had a daughter 
our age whom they called ''Carter-Pin'' Carter (possibly "cotter pin')? 
Our steady downstairs maid was Amelia McDaniel who was with us 
while she was getting her teacher's education at the Harper's Ferry 
College, and also during the summers atter graduation. Her younger 
sister, Lucy, also was an upstairs maid. 

The tabulous cooks, the Foxes, Ida and Diah, were with us a long 
time. Mostly Diah did not sleep in as we had reliable cars by then. 

In 1912 we got the Noiwalk, mentioned bet'ore. The butler-chaut'teur 
was Arthur Williams ot' Martinsburg. He was with us until Father's 
death in 1914. He was very good at this job as well as with us kids. He 
entertained us with his harmonica, took us on auto trips and was the 
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lil·cguard at ur imming partie . He made an impre i e appearance 
and,-.,_.,. a great bartender and bod guard. rthur and the ma i e 1912 

rw lk made an impo ing t'ront . 

... ven at"ter the night had become chill enough to bring out the goo e 
pimple , the di taft' member ould hand ou oap a towel, and maybe a 

a l1r g nd end ) 'OU ot't' ith a cheery '4Head t'or the creek, it11 oon be 
dark." Rin ing 01·1· the oap ud a n t too rough a the water was 
\,,armer than the ambiance, but b , the time ou dried ot't' you were all 
o,1cr goo e bump but t'elt great. 

v.1 , ba k in olumbu "time e en though I wa n 't there then, they 
tell me th t hri t pher had a tough time igning on a crew. They were 
1·e r1·u1 th t it' the ju ' t kept ailing e t the 'd come to the edge ot' thi 
flat vlorld and ju t fall of't' into nothingne . M generation ha een more 
hange" than all the re tot.Time. We wonder what ou1l ee. We don't 

c~ p t the human race to be reduced to a mobile brain, but we 1·eel that 
n nthropologicall the orld' population will be reduced to where 

there onl 1 a eed1ng lett. Ho thi ill occur we can hardly gue . Will 
the rmag ddon mean atomic de truction? It, all the nuclear t'orce i 
1·ele ed imultaneou I as i likel .. will the Earth be bounced by the 
re oil . o 1·ar a to1 knock it out ot, orbit and on a cour e ot' de truction 
tl1r ugh outer pace'? hen hat be ome ot· the eeding? Will there be 
another re tion . 

George H. Bower 
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The Conklyn Brothers 
and their Furniture 

This report began as an etl'ort to learn abut two Jetlerson County 
t'umiture-makers, known as the Conklyn I brothers, because ot' a 
personal interest in their t'urniture. It is still considered a beginning. 
However, as the project progressed, interesting t'acts were learned about 
some ot' their ancestors, and, because they were among the earliest 
settlers in this area, they have been included. 

The t'amily's English/ American lineage goes back to John Conklin 
who was born in 1600 in Nottinghamshire, England. Sometime bet'ore he 
was twenty-live years old he came to this country, t'or his marriage to 
Elizabeth Hallsee Brook is recorded in St. Peters church, New York, in 

1625. He brought with him the skill of glass-
making and started the first industry of 
glass in America. 

The Conklyn family history in this 
part of the Shenandoah 

Valley can be traced 
back at least to Febru­

ary 17, 1787. Jacob 
Concklin was named as one 

of the trustees in the 
original deed from 

Charles and Mildred 
Washington to a board 

of trustees for the site 
of the Presbyterian 

church and graveyard in 
Charles Town, Berkeley 

County, Virginia. (In­
terestingly, three genera-

tions later the brothers about whom this report 
is written, lived and worked in the Washington's 
house, Happy Retreat). 

In the 18th and early 19th centuries, the 
Conklyns lived in the Bardane area. William Henry 

10ther spellings: Concklin, Conchlin, Conklin. 
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onklin a born in l 0 and married ancy Burri s Jacob in 1831. He 
join d the Pre .. byterian church in I 818. The and their children moved 
from Bardane to "Okalina at Kabletown. One of their ten children wa 

harte ~ a ender father of the furniture-maker. He wa born in 1839 
and a wer man) of the member of thi large family ble ed with a long 
life, d ing in 1926. He a married December 18, 1860, to Margaret 

atherine el 'hat the home of the bride, inton Farm, outh of Charle 
vln. he Re . Dr. Dutton of the Pre b terian church performed the 

r mony. rom thi marriage came nine children, four boy and five 
girl , nl)' three of horn ever married. 

In I 59. harle a one of· ix men on pecial duty at the Jet'f'er on 
ounty jail to take John Bro n to and t'rom the Court Hou e, carrying 

him on a tretcher. He v.,a the la t urvi\,,or of· the John Brown capture .. 
• 

trial and e ecution. In l 924, a reporter t'rom The Ril·hmond Ti,nes 
Di pat('/1 inten1iev.1ed him about the e e ent at Happy Retreat then 
~lled ordington here he pent hi la t ear with hi t o bachelor 

n and t\ o maiden daughter . ( cop ot' that ne paper article i in 
th Jetl'er on ount , u eum.) 

h r i a poignant .. it' not morbid tory about the olde t on born to 
harl and arg ret v.1hile the \\'ere Ii ing in Kabletown. t the time 
1· the b , birth ( J 64) harle wa a a , 1ighting the i il ar ha ing 

j inCLl'""II pt. eorge Ba}1lor }_th irginia a airy. The int.ant urvi ed 
onl ' t n m nth nd hi t'ather n ,,er av-1 him. neighbor r . 

urd '.. n e t r t' enator harle athi__.._. ot· rederick, d., 
paint d a pi tur, of· him in hi a ket o hi 1·a1her could ee ho 
h nd me h \\'- ~· .. 
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Two other sons ot' Charles and Margaret bachelors Charles Magnus 
( 1869-1954) and John Perendo ( 1871-1945) are ot' primary interest in this 
report. Magnus and Ren, as they were called, operated the Conklyn 
Brothers Furniture Maker and Contracting Company. Their tirst shop 
was next to the house on a small ta.rm where they lived on Rt. 9 at the 
Bloomery. (This property later became the Yates f'arm and still later, a 
restaurant called the Gregory House. The restaurant burned in the 
l 950's). Evitt's Run t1owed close-by the shop and the brothers dammed 
up the stream to generate power needed t'or their equipment. Their t"'irst 
tumiture pieces were rustic, even crude, resembling a style today called 
Twig tumiture. A 1903 catalog t'rom the Old Hickory Chair Company 
was used t~or patterns. They were designed t'or cabins, porches and yards. 
However, their designs and skills rapidly became very refined. 

It was Magnus who purchased Mordington in 1920. His t'ather 
Charles, brother Perendo (Ren), and maiden sisters Eleanor, Willetta, 
and Mayma lived there 
with him. Here the shop 
was in the mansion 
house, occupying the 
East wing. The small 
room to the left of the en­
trance hall was Magnus's 
office. There was no show­
room which suggests that the 
furniture was made by special 
order. 

Both were self-taught men 
of considerable talent. Magnus 
was an architect, contractor, 
plumber, artist, poet, and 
surveyor as well as f umiture­
maker. One of his accomplish­
ments was the construction of 
Peterkin Hall (now the Super­
tane building). He worked for years 
for the Murphy's and Frank R. 
Stockton, maintaining and repairing 
Claymont Court. Rather handsome 
as a young man, those who remember 
him as an old man say he looked exactly like Santa Claus. 
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Perendo, or Ren wa al o endowed with man talent but they 
w\,;re not a well-known becau e he 
wa painfull hy and tayed in the 

hop. Al o de cribed a an arti t, he and Magnu 
painted many scene along the henandoah 

Ri er. One evidence of hi craft man hip was that 
he made and pla ed hi own violin. Hi obituary in 
the pirit of Jefferson, January 17 l 945~ tate "in 

as ociation with his brother he gained an enviable 
reputation a a f umiture manufacturer making 

ru tic and imitation antique . '' Perendo wa more 
the furniture-craft man than Magnus who eemed 

to ha e been involved more with project 
a ay from the hop. 

The piece familiar today as Conklyn 
furniture are reproduction of a much 

_rlier time. The are made of either mahogany wood, which the 
raft men imported from outh America or walnut, which wa readily 

a ailable locall ·. Large quantitie were hipped out of the country, much 
of it going to the home of ummertime vi itor from a far away a Texa 
and alifornia. an of tho e fortunate enough to own any of the 
furniture ha . e been ell-aware of it qualit and origin. Other have not. 

om pie~~ .... J pre iousl unidentified ha e been di covered. Recently ix 
al nut chai made in the rt and Craft tyle clearly marked "MADE 

B H O K · BROTHER CHARLE TO W. VA'', 
urfa---d at an e tate auction. pair of matching walnut table long 

hou d in the mu eum ha e al o onl recentl been identified and a 
mer upb ad in the libra i mo t certain to be. With a renewed 

int r t urel mor will be 'di co ered ". 

The on 1 n hair are the t"umiture t·orm which eem to ha e 
uni\! d in quantit , l call . On t le i . particular} de irable. The are 

mad ot.. ither )nut or mahogan and are e.___.il identitied b their 
uniqu """"'"ne- at p ttern. uall ret'erred to ~ dam chair , the are 
turd 1 and 11-proportioned ~ ell ~ comf'ortable and pleasing to the 
.. . h d ign i ot· the mpire period. It took one eek to make one 

and in 19 a ide hair co t 25 and an arm chair 0. The price ne er 
r hi h r. The raft rn n tamp appear on the underneath ide rail of· 

me h i . n the the mar r ad ade b ·John Perendo Conklyn 
h rt ov.'n, . \ 1 . ome are not igned. i t four ot· the e are 
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known to be in existence. No doubt there are many more. Perhaps this 
report will inspire the reader to look for the f'amiliar stamp on dining 
room chairs as well as tilt-top tables, drop-leat .. tables, fireside stools, and 
spool chairs which the brothers are also known to have made. 

In one ot.. Magnus 's poems, artistically printed and colortully 
illustrated, he has embodied his many talents, occupation, and even his 
philosophy: 

''Isn't it strange that. Princes and Kings, 
And clowns that caper in sawdust rings; 

And common folks like you and me, 
Are Builders for Eternity. 

To each is given a Bag of Tools, 
A shapeless Mass and a Book of Rules; 

From which to fashion ere Lite is Flown 
A Stumbling Block or a Stepping Stone. '' 

Nancy C. Coyle 
Roxley Farm 
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Summer Picnic 1987 

Rion Hall 

much needed rain tell on thi ection ot' Jet'ter on county on the 
ti rnoon 01· ugu t 5 19 7 but cleared in time t'or the annual Hi torical 

iet , pi ni . 

h ummer picnic a held at Rion Hall near Halltown We t 
\ 1irginia \i. ith a ppr imat l , 100 member and gue t in attendan e. 
Ri n Hall I O\\ ned b nd the home ot' . Maurice R. Cooper who 
r iou I , \llelcomed each arrival. Julia Creamer greeted e eryone with a 

tall gla ot h r p ial lemonade. The old dinner bell in the yard 
ann un d th upp r hour. The u ual co ered di h upper wa made up 

l th b t t'rom th outhern kit hen ot~ Jef't'er on county. mall table 
pr ,1ided I , th ho t-L--~ and hair b ' hiz ,, trider a ured comf·ort t'or 

11. J hn hie , h d hi team II organi1ed~ Bett Da i · nn Gro e 
J n hie '~ I ren e o re and Hugh • ore . 

R1 n H 11 i n of th mo t beautit·u1 ot .. the old home in Jet .. t'er on 
unt '· h h u e ground and e en the field are all in impeccable 

rder. t onl 1 d1d r . ooper pro ide u ith a memorable etting t'or 
ur pi ni ~ he g \ u a delightf.ul outline of· ownership and torie o1.the 
\\1ncr . 11 \\1 r 1n\11t d to tour the hou . 

n l nd 1· rm r1 v-1ned b , illiam Hall an ngli hman. Rion Hall 
,-.,· built b ut I b ' illi m uc-...... he third t1oor a added later. 
It pp r th t 1r . u~.., di d 1·ev" ~ear ai"t r mo\ring into their ne 
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home, leaving four small children. Mr. Lucas did not remarry. He was a 
lawyer and active in politics seiving in the Virginia House ot· Delegates 
and the United States House ot .. Representatives. William Lucas died 
here in 1877 leaving Rion Hall to his son, Daniel Bedinger Lucas. 

Daniel Bedinger Lucas was also very distinguished as a statesman, 
orator and author. His poem "The Land Where We Were Dreaming," 
brought him wide recognition. Daniel Lucas died in 1909 leaving Rion 
Hall to his daughter, Virginia. She was unmarried. She was killed in 1929 
in a tragic accident at the entrance to the t"arm. Upon her death, Rion 
Hall passed to the children and grand-children ot" E. W. Bedinger. 

Rion Hall was left unattended and unlived in until 1938 when it was 
purchased from the Lucas Heirs by Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Crane who 
lived there until Mr. Crane's death in 1944. Rion Hall was again put on 
the market. Dr. George Bachman and Dr. and Mrs. Bonney 
Youngblood of Washington, D.C. were the purchasers, having heard the 
far1n was for sale through a mutual friend, Dr. Oscar C. Stine, who had 
bought Elmwood, the Lucas f'arm near Shepherdstown. Dr. Bachman 
had spent several years in China as a Medical Researcher bet·ore 
establishing a school ot~ Tropical Medicines in the Philippines. He came 
to Rion Hall upon the advice of his physician, but atter about two years, 
he sold his interest in the tarm to his partners, the Y oungbloods. Dr. 
Youngblood was Inspector for the U.S. Department ot .. Agriculture 
Experiment Stations and worked out of Washington. 

In I 950, Mr. and Mrs. Maurice R. Cooper bought an interest in Rion 
Hall from the Youngbloods. While attending Texas A&M University, 
Maurice lived with the Y oungbloods at their tarm near the University. 
The Y oungbloods were childless. They recognized very early the qualities 
in young Cooper which they would have wished had he been their son. A 
year after graduation Maurice took a position in Washington, D.C. with 
the Qepartment of Agriculture. The Y oungbloods were now in 
Washington and Maurice again took his place in their home further 
strengthening their parent-son relationship. He lived with them until 
1947 when the Youngbloods moved to Rion Hall. 

Dr. Youngblood died in 1950 and Mrs. Youngblood died in 1960. 
Rion Hall passed to Maurice and Ora Cooper who moved there that 
year. The joy of his inheritance was short lived as Maurice Cooper died at 
Rion Hall in 1966. Mrs. Cooper has remained at Rion Hall where she has 
continued restoration of"' the buildings and far1n. 

Florence H. Moore 
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Trivia 
Being a collect ion of hi torical material and relevant observations on 

Jeff er on ount_J offered bJ' the Editor for the delectation of the readers 
011 occasion a. piece come to hand. The editor re pectfu/ly urges readers 
to ~ ubtnit contributions to Tri ia. 

The Music Box 
Thi tor.l ~, as 1-i1ritten in March 1928 by Henrietta L. Goldsborough 

10 a ... eno\1 G. Lee, //,founder of the Society of Lees of Virginia in 1928. 
r . Gold borough ( ettie), the narrator, quotes her mother Henrietta 

Edn1onia Lee. The) oung lad}1 of the stor was the daughter of Edmund 
Jenni11g Lee and Henrietta Bedinger of Bed[ ord, Shepherdstown. 

One da when I wa about ele en year old, my t'ather came home 
t'rom a trip bringing a mall metal box about t'our inche long and two 
• ide·- a mu ic bo which pla ed three tune 'Home Sweet Home,' 
Da .. of· b en e( ]' and one other I cannot remember. I wa so entralled 
ith the ond r ot' it that I begged mo t earne tly for it. Finally my 
ther aid ell il' ou ill get up one month on time for prayers- -

hich re al a held bet·ore breakt'ast and for which I was generally 
e late- ou ma. ha e it as our -ery own. But if' you mi one 

m rning 1ou mu t begin all o er again.' 'But ' I aid 'Pa I cannot get 
a, , k .' ell Ida he aid to m older i ter- ' ou ee that he doe get 
aw ke.' I do ather.. he aid 'and he tight me and goes back to bed!' 
But n I had an in nti e other than pra er , o up I got faithfully for 
t\\' nt 1-nin da 1 

• On that t ent -ninth morning which was April 26th 
I - I wa up bright and earl dancing around clapping m hand with 
j v.1hil the mu i o __ pla ing gail t'rom it place on the 
m ntl pi ~~ in the dining room in the old hou e at Leeland. I aying 
·t m rr \\' it \\1ill b mine tomorro it ill be mine! Pa patting me on 
th h d aid, "th t"'inkle in hi e e e i but remember if you 
mi t m rro '-l 1ou are to b gin all o er again!' Oh but I on\ mis I 
...,_id. n t'ter brea t'"_...,t Pa ame in telling me to get Pink m little 

u in and pl mate ho had pent the night ith me. nd we could 
driv \ 1th him in the r deav-1a aero the ri er to harp burg 

1 ,1 nd thr~~. mit a a '· \\'here he had to go on ome legal bu ine . 
W qui I ' t ur un nn t whi h little girl ore in the count 
th n- ,.nd t pp1n t -....k Pink' mother p rmi ion to go ith us-

I , \\' nt. p nt \' r l hou ef)' happ on ith ome of our 
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young t'riends over there. Then Pa came telling us to start ott' and walk 
back home, as he would be detained, possibly all ot' the attemoon. We 
started- some ot' our young t'riends walking with us t'or a short distance. 
When we had gone perhaps two miles, we saw a man on horse-back 
riding very tast, t'rom the direction ot' Shepherdstown. As he got to us he 
halted., and said 'do you little sissies live in Shepherdstown?' We said, 
'yes,' but we wondered what he meant by sissies, as we had never been 
called that bet'ore. 'Well,' he said, 'I am looking t'or Mr. Lee, his home and 
the whole town is on tire!' We rushed on and soon saw the clouds ot' 
smoke across the Potomac river. We were so t'rightened we both thought 
the judgment day had come, and said our prayers, most earnestly and 
when we reached the house ot' the Rev. Mr. Douglass on the Maryland 
side ot' the river, they being t'riends ot' ours, we rushed in and t'ound all ot' 
the t'amily in the yard, looking across t'rom their hill to our hill, with the 
river and town between the two, where we could see the Leeland house a 
mass ot' tlames, standing outlined against the western sky. And it needed 
no word ot' theirs to tell us what was really happening. And so it was that 
all ot' very early rising had gone t'or naught, t'or my music box of· course 
went down in the tlames. 

And so the years passed. Af'ter the Civil War, my tather had made an 
addition to his old ot'tice which had escaped the flames, and was still 
standing in the yard at Leeland. And that was the house ot' my parents 
declining years. The old place finally passed into the hands ot' my son Lee 
Goldsborough. In 1919 he decided to build me a small house, on the old 
t'oundation, which had never been completely tilled. And which I had 
chosen as the location I wanted my house on. In the excavating, were 
t'ound a t'ew old relics, such as a pair ot' my Fathers old silver t'ramed 
spectacles, with one eyeglass still intact. And old pair ot' silver plated 
snut'ters etc. On my return one evening in April my son brought me a 
small object saying, 'What can this be the men t'ound today?' I took one 
look, and exclaimed, 'my music box!' And so it was, 63 years almost to 
the day, all burst and rusted, but with its mechanism all intact, and 
unmistakenly my music box, at lastr 

Eleanor lee Templeman 
Historian 

The Society of the lees of Virginia 
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Editor's Notes 
lthough the ubmi , ion ot' article t·or publication in thi ear' i ue 

,va .. timel .. 1 and ot· go d qualit , and quantit the editor continue hi plea 
1· r ontribut1on to t·uture number . The et·t·ort ot· two board member , 

r . J. Bl ck~· II (Betty) Oa\'i and Mr . C. William (Florence) Moore 
in timulating pr duction and relea e of· article were particularly 
note\s.1 rt h , . .. 

in e the \\,ell-being ot· an learned ociet depend on the in olvement 
nd \\'Ork, ot·ten un ung, ot· it member and ot·ticer the editor mu t 

perf rm hi ne rological dutie b noting the death ot· John A. 
V-.'a hingt n, . ., pa. t pre ident ot· the ociet , and Mr . Claire chley 

ulding. r, . oulding \\,a the la t urvi ing charter member 01· the 
.. o iet . hen one contemplate a continuou member hip ot· 60 ear 
from the date ot· 1·ounding in 1927, a per on can appreciate the depth 01· 

"UPP rt 1· the organization t·rom one who contributed more than mere 
member hip. Dr. a hington, b • hi quiet and ub tantial et·t·ort in the 

o iet .. '. behalt· 1·0 tered the pro ·peril ot' the group o er the la t two 
de ade •. H 1 un el and u taining intere t ha e meant much to the 
dit r nd urrent pre ident and the board ot' director . The e pa ing 
re t gre t p r onal I e to man and a public oid to all Jef·ter on 

• unt1an . 


