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PUBLICATIONS 
One copy of the Magazine is mailed to each person holding a paid 

membership. Until the publication of next year's Magazine, members 
may purchase additional copies for $4.00 each· order these from William 
H. Wilson, Box 716, Charles Town. Original volumes or facsimile 
reproductions are available to all persons at $5.00 per Magazine· 
quantity discounts are allowed. Mr. Wilson also has available copies of 
Prominent Men of Shepherdstown for $10.00 each, mailed, Old 
Norborne Parish (1744-1816) for $5.00 each, mailed, The Washington 
Homes of Jefferson County for $2.00 each, mailed, and Michael D. 
Thompson, Calendar and Index to Recorded Plats in the Jefferson 
County, West Virginia (Virginia), Courthouse, 1801-1901 for $25.00 
each, mailed. 
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A Reconstruction Philippic: • 
George red Townsend's Visit to 

Jefferson County, 1869. 

/11 late 1 o, e111ber of /869 George A{fred To¾)nsend, a star journalist, 
per/1aps he11er knoi1 n b.i hi pen-name ''Gath, '' tra,,e/led to Jefferson 

o L,111_1 for a 1l1ree-da_1 in pec'tion o.f Harper. Ferr_}' and Charles To¾'n. 
vf1it /1 J1i111 l1e broi,ght one of John Bro" n' son 1r1'ho vt·a .. ~ making his.first 
, i it 10 th plac·e i1 here hi father had/ought and died on the ga/l0¾1 on!;· 
1e11 .J·ear be.fore. /1 ii as an extreme~i, bitter ti,ne. Repressive mea ures of 
1J1e Reco,1 tri,c·rion _i·ears ¾'ere at their peak. There ¾'a a ¾'ide pread 
beli~f (lat ,. ,#e ·ulting in a uit c·arried to the nitecl fates Supreme 

OL1rt) rhal le/fer. on Count_i had been illegall.,l ' \l\'renl·hed from the Olci 
/)0 111i11io n a11d_j a1i11necl into the ne\1 ' .\'Tate of· We I Virginia without clue 
p1·0 e . TT1e1· i, a in H7e. t Virginia a test a('t ¾ hich effectivezi 
cli.se11}ra11c·l1i eel tl1e 111ajorit_} o.t· the p1-e-i1·ar elec·torate bec·au e the_l' had 
/Ja1·til·ipat cl i11 or e.~JJre \\·eti thei,· .. 'ii.1ppo rt .fo,,. the outlait'ed Co~fede,·ac·i·. 
(1 i,ri11g 1}1e .. -;e .l ec1r .. \\ .for e:ra111ple. onli· 1i1·e/,,e l'iti=en<; of Charles To¾·n 
i\1ere c·l'1·1ijie(/, cJterJ·.) TJ1ere i-i ·a bi1ter animo.~il_l bet¾·ee,1 Charle .. 'i To¾ n 
a,1cl l1ep}1ercl /()\\ n /Jec·au e 1l1e falter plac·e had seizecl ('Onfroi ~r 
Je.f~ r.-;011 lJt111t.} go\1ern111enr ancl bec·o,11e 1J1e c·ounr_J' J·eat i1·ithout 
(''Oil .. e l1/ 0 I lie electorale a.5 a \-\ hole. nile{i late troop. regi,larzi' 
fJOtrollecl 1l1e oi,nt_) al 1he lea.')! hint (~/-- cli.'i e11 .. ion or protes·t. 

Bot J1 ( l1ar/e.. TcJ \111 a11cl Har1;e1· Ferr_i \\'e,·e eec~i ancl cfepre .. s~ing. 
TT1 1·11101·_,, l1ad bee11 de.-.rro_, eel in I 61 b.1 retreating Confeclerate. ancl 

11£' ' ,. ,. - .,·tabli .. }1ecl. In C }1a1·lt.>t.c~ TO\\ 11 tht' 111arke1 l1ozJSe l1acl been IJurnec/ 
i11 J 6- ~n, ( Ol li"{ /101 ,u e, i1 l1ic·J1 hoc/ bee11 ll eel a .. \' a .f or·t b.\' fede,·a/ 
1roo1J .. , Jiacl be 11 11111·0 0. e{/ ancl aba11cl<J11ecl, ir~· lai1 11 (1;erl1ap.'i 
CJ/J/Jl"c r 1·ic,1 ~• ~ c lt111£'1·ecl ,, it/1 1J1e 111a1·b/e. of a,1 e11terpriJ·i,1g 10111b.~10,1e 

LIi 1e1·. 11 1 /1 0 1 /1 ,. co1·11er 1 l1e jail it l1icJ1 l1acl 0 11ce J1ou. eel Bro\, ,1 a11cl 1}1e 

,-aicl ,·.s ,, a.' ~rt1111 cl, 111a11_1 qf i1 .. -; 1i111be1·. 1t'l1ittletl al, a_i b_, <Ju, er1ir 
l1z1111 ,,, t11110 11,._r; 1l1e 11io 11 tI·oop. ,, /1 0 /1a I ,, ar111t'cl CJ\ 1e1· 1J1e .fa111 o z1 

11·11 11,r cl111·i11, 1/1 _ o t11· _lea,· o 11 ar. 171e .str et. a11cl a/le_, \\'ere /Ji/eel 
/1i ,)1 \1·i1/1 1/1 a cl'l1111t1la1io 11 q rra /1 a11cl o.ffal, Jo,· 1J1e S"'1a1t, 111acle ir 
L111/ ,, lll ,. 1,: 11 ra11 J1i .. " cl citi:e,1.. e\'l'Jl ro ,-e-e ~,abli.~/1 1/1ei1· 10 1111 

, e,·111,1 111. 111 \\ arer . l t/Jf ~) l\ 'a . l1t1/J/1a:a,·cl, 0 1· 1110 1 c~ 1l1e pt11,11J a, 

1/1 . \ 11 l ';J /. ,~ ell q t/1 10 , ·11 ,1 ,. b,-oke11. Qf 1/1 .._ 1a c·o1111Ja11_J' \t 'l1 ic·l1 
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had lighted houses and streets before the war, nothing remained except a 
gigantic cistern behind the courthouse. 

It was not an auspicious time for tourists, but Gath had other matters 
in mind. He planned to write a retrospective article about those places 
indelibly associated with John Browns last adventure, and his trump 
card (which for reasons unknown he never played) would be the 
impressions of his traveling companion, John Browns son. 

George Alfred Townsend (1841-1914), a native of Delaware, had 
already established himself as one of Americas better knownjoumalists, 
having covered both the Civil War and the Austro-Prussian War. (His 
Rustics in Rebellion, republished in 1950, contains an invaluable 
insiders view of McClellans peninsula campaign of 1862.) His 
sympathies were wholly with the Union during the War and with the 
Republicans after it. For Lincoln he had a devotion that amounted 
almost to worship, and he viewed Browns attack on Harpers Ferry as 
wholly defensible. For these reasons one should expect that his 
impressions of Jefferson County and its populace will be less than 
enthusiastic. While generally accurate with respect to detail, Gath had a 
vindictive streak that is particularly noticeable in his characterization of 
men like Lewis Washington, Andrew Hunter, and C. J. Faulkner. But 
whatever his failings as an objective reporter, his account brings to light 
vivid details of the John Brown raid, trial, and execution, and it provides 
a rare glimpse of County personalities and events by an outsider during 
this turbulent period. A few years later Gath built his estate ''Gap/and'' at 
Cramptons Gap above Burkittsville, Maryland, where he wrote a novel 
of regional interest, Katy of Catoctin (1886). 

Gath s account of his visit to Jefferson, originally appeared in the 
Chicago Tribune(November 15 and 16, 1869), which is the source of the 
present transcript. Portions of it were promptly reprinted in the Virginia 
Free Press o..f Charlestown (November 25). 1 A rhetorically bloated 
introduc'tion has been eliminated as an unnecessary infliction upon a 
reader. A few other omissions (none of them substantive) are marked by 
ellipsis. 

1 Editor H. . Gallaher of the Free Press in his issue of November 11 had noted the 
arrival of «the son of Ossawatomie Brown'' in Charles Town on the previous Saturday 
but did not allude to Townsend. Gallaher said that the purpose of Brown's visit was to 
view the spot "whence his distinguished father's spirit began "marching on.''' 
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HARPER'S FERRY 
The Remain of the Raid 

Fate of the apturer of Brown' Men 
narle town and the Gallow -Field 
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Wa hington, O\'. 8 

rida , turda and unda I pent at Harper Ferry' and vicinit 
\\

1illing to enjo the autumn of mountain cenery and curiou to make a 
furth r tud upon the f ootmark of John Brown .... 

I am loth to thro a a a good deal of work upon a letter of column, 
but of the p int of Harper Ferry I ma a that it ha been next to dead 
, r ince John Brovln in aded it and that it i nO\:\l a village of pauper 
h hang upon the approaching ale b the United tate of the armory 
nd ar enal ground a their la t and ital chance for exi tence.2 Thi ale 

take pla e in the latter part of the pre ent month ovember, and when 
e rri ed on rida night, at 9 o'clock'\ we were uppo ed to be the 

purcha er ~ and ur name were careful} 'eliminated" on the hotel 
book. here e learned the antiquit of the trange old 'man-trap~ a 
R rt . ... ....J ...... e alled it. Harper' erry remained the ational armory' 
i t - en ear ha ing been elected b Wa hington. The go ernment 

prop rt on • t of 4 0 a re , be ide timber right o er 1, 00 acre . In 
l I a aine inv ntor, named [John] Hall e tabli hed a rifle factory 
here. In 1 0 an arm rer named o ~ murdered the uperintendent of 
th po t and wa hanged in Charle tO\.\'n.3 lfred M. Barbour who 
omm nd d here during the Bro n raid, wa the ele\'enth 
up rintend nt and he ent outh during the \\ar. The e v..tere the main 

in id nt f th point prior to the Bro n raid . hen John Bro n arri\.·ed 
h re the t o \1illage of the er111 and Boli\'ar, hich latter O\'erhang the 

th r th pper it of Quebec overhang the 44 LOVver it , 
nt ined p opl . The thr e great enclo ure of go ernment 

pr p rt 1, ~II d r pe ti\1el .. the rmo the r ·enal, and Hall' Rifle 

lnc -cderal propcrt , a Harpe F=err '· \1t1hich included not onl the rmol) and 
r cnal bul man)• d\\ t:lling .. \\ Cnt on the auctioneer's bloc later that month. "J-otal 
le amounted to _ - . 0. The princip I bu_ er aptain . . dam'" . v.1ho 

r~pr~ cnted northern inter l . announced that hi .. compan. ' \\fould utilize the \\cater 
p \\ Cr and 1r11 fa torie or he manu acture of a ariet\1 of good 1·t1i nc\1er 
hap en d. 1 dam .. ne er paid for the pur ha e, and Harper 1:-err) lo l 1t., la ·t ha nee 
or e min a m nufa urin enter. 't'c later the cdcral propert1e had to b ,. old 

or the mt1rdcr of ri11tendcnt Dunn b} .. benczer o. and the b cquent tri,il 
nd e. e ution o( l c I tter ee cil _b). ··The . ecution ot benczcr ox. ~, 

~la a:i11 o 1J1e Je r 0 11 oz,111 Jt Hi 1ori al ocie1 t', (_ I ( 19 J 1 .- I 9 . 
• 
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Works, were beautiful edifices, surrounded with shade trees, and a bell 
rang the call to work and to meals, its peaceful music stirring the sheep 
upon the two great ridges of mountain, while, during the heat of the day, 
the sound of steam hammers and whistles and the moving of feet made 
the deep solitude of the spot endeared to gregarious souls; and, when the 
human sounds ceased, the roar of the mingling rivers closed in upon the 
place; the lights went out; the railway engines glared past, shaking echoes 
from the ridge. Such was Harper's Ferry when the stern old John Brown 
regarded it from the opposite heights of Maryland. 

Today Harper's Ferry looks like the ruined village of ome ruined 
castle, such as one finds upon the upper Danube. And out of the ruins 
peep and creep some single hermits to tell you about John Brown, the 
greatest disturber of the peace that ever lived. 

CHARLESTOWN 
I took the train on Saturday for Charlestown and spent four hours 

there. It is an inland town four miles from the Shenandoah, and strange 
to say, is growing and in the direction of the gallows of John Brown; for 
four new houses now stand on part of the site of his suspension. The 
gallows-spot is a com-field, full of shocks of fine tall com, and it has 
changed in few respects since the execution. The only ruined parts of 
Charlestown are the Court House and the jail. The former maintains its 
walls and outlines, and the four brick and plaster Doric columns before it 
are still standing; but the roof is reduced to a few beams; the whole 
interior is torn out, and the edifice has now only one floor,- the cellar,­
and is, to speak truthfully the cess-pool for all the vagrants in the village. 
To look into the interior is to feel revolted, yet to say: ''The place is 
accursed!'' At present, the seat of justice is removed to Shepherdstown, 
four miles from the seat of the battle of Antietam, and Charlestown is a 
straggling turnpike village. Opposite the Court House is the jail, also 
roofless and torn out· but the jail yard is perfectly enclosed by the stone 
wall, and many of the iron barred windows, iron gratings etc. remain, 
while the jail interior exhibits accurately the sites of the floors, stairways, 
cells, etc.4 I found a freed-woman hanging out clothes in the jail-yard, 
and ascertained that the gallows of Brown had been manufactured into 
all conceivable articles of furniture, and was so held in request that a part 

4 Erected among the ruins of the jail (currently the site of the Charle Town post office) 
wa a temporary shack which hou ed the town supervi or, a Radical Republican 
who e principal function wa drawing hi alary. 
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o it lumb r, hich had been to make a tavern porch wa afterward tom 
out to ~uppl~, cane at one dollar apiece.5 The ruined Court Hou e and 
j il had been de poiled b oldier to make quarter and ten of 
th u and of men ha e marched through Charle town, inging: 

''John Bro¾ n' bod_J' lied n1ouldering in the grave. Hi soul's 
n1arching on. ' 

aptain [John] i , the jailer of Brown a hearty fellow now keep a 
bar-room ith the ign\ \ i ' Bar- Room ,, and he ha al o, a di tillery 
our mil out of to n. He i a Republican.6 [Jame W.] Campbell the 
henff who hanged Bro n, i dead and not much regretted. 

Th cemeter of harle town contain about two hundred dead 
di uni ni t , among t horn are man officer and one of the e i 
end0\\1ed ith a monument whereon i the piou effigy of a cocked Colt 
r \' I,er, fulla11ny ize ·1hahandonthetrigger:thi ma bede ignated 

armorial bearing . The hand ome t of the tomb bear thi 
• • • 1n cnpt1 n: 

Fontaine Beckham 
Died in the 64th ~iear o..f hi age 
While ma.l or of Harper' Ferr.l/, 

H fell a , il·tim to the raid on the men1orable -
J th da.l' o.f October, 1859 . 

.. Jud ed b)' thi 1n cription Be kham' heir had good t_...,te. e ~'ant to 
kn \\' th i t1 n of the dead man and hi tomb a\1e hi fame in 
ent1ment. But n ar bi' i the famil) lot of the man ~ ho i accu ed of 

nd1ng to tht g ll \\ in the can ith Bro n the cabinetmaker [ ell ] 
Ha\\ k . H r i" n e. ter1 re, idence of ho\\' much a a achu ett man 
an f rget after li\,ing ome time awa , from home: 

-·t1c gall \\ t,ad bc..:n on tructed b, [ . H . oc rcll. a n1a ter carpentcr1 ~ 110 

, ftcr,,ard rcmo,ed the lumbe1 and u edit in on tructing a porch for a hou. c at thl: 
orncr o harle ar1d l .. ihcl1) .. trl!ct . 1 he location of thi lumber \\'a .. a lo el ept 

.. c rtl durin, the i\il \ ar in order to . J\C it from the kni,e -- of .... ou,enir ht1nter 

' lnc libel \\as (icnicd b, the f:;.l,e PreJ· .... Jot1n , is had ef\1cd in the onfederatc 
• 

1\ rn1.. r \ hich he l1r1d been dt\cnfranchi ed b)' the Republican an control of the:: 
t t t c g , e rn n1 c n t . 

.. 111 t '.ln1b. tone.: 1n 1=dgt:hill mctc.:r) of.. m \\' right .. a member of aptain 1l:orgt: 

Ba~l r· alr. on1pan). ' illed in the ,,ar. 

f· r urther in <>rmatio11 ab ut , is. H ,, and other a ociated ,, ith the John 
Bro\, n r .. id. e l illard K Bta hon~, Iii. 1or1c Je_{Jt'r..,011 011111 1. _nd cdn. (BO)'CC. 
\ ' ir.,ini : rr J>ubl i l1in 1 omp,1n . 197_ . 
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In memory of 
Sarah W. S. Hawks 

consort of 
W J. Hawks, 

The Magazine of the 

and daughter of the Hon. Enos Smith, of 
Ashfield, Mass., who departed this life 

August 26, 1855. Aged 32 years. 
[remainder of inscription deleted] 

Charlestown is probably the deadest place in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah, and it feels mean. Its very loafers shrink before the glare of 
day, and it is, although a town of two thousand people, as silent as the 
grave. I roamed through its graveyards, visited some of its people, and 
felt relieved at last to take the train and quit it. 

Pontius Pilate and His Rabble 
Judge [Richard] Parker, who tried and sentenced Brown and the rest, 

is still living at Charlestown a vegetarian sort of life, as he is off the bench 
and of little note even to his neighbors. 

[Thomas C.] Green the local lawyer assigned by the Court to defend 
Brown, was afterward a member of the rebel Congress, and occasionally 
he went to the field during the war. He is still practising law.9 

Thomas Rutherford, foreman of the grand jury, is alive, and also 
Robert T. Rutherford, the clerk of the Court, and both of them held rebel 

• • comrruss1ons. 

John E. P. Dangerfield, one of Brown's eight hostages, and an officer 
of the Armory, went into the rebel army, and is now alive, in North 
Carolina. 10 

One of Lewis Washington's negroes, who was carried off by Stevens, 
Cook, and the rest, was recently at the head of a Loyal League, at 
Halltown, and has more influence in the county than his forrner master. 

Samuel Strider, Esq., the old citizen who went to the engine-house 
door, bearing the flag of truce for Lieutenant J.E.B. Stuart, died some 
time ago at his fa1·1n, one mile and a half above the Ferry. 

9 The Free Press noted that Green, who had been mayor of Charles Town during the 
J ohn Brown trial, had not been a member of the Confederate Congress. Later he 
became a justice of the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals. 

10 The Free Press noted that Dangerfield , deceased, had not been in the Confederate 
Army. 
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(Hiram] ri old the le eland la er who defended Brown i not 
\\

1ell p ken f b~1 the neighbor of the gallo a the ay that he made 
n 'f ri nd at h rle to n like Dan oorhee but rebuffed folk by hi 
manner, and finall)' charged a fee for expen e .11 [ amuel] Chilton 

horn [Jame ] Redpath Brown eulogizer accu ed of having taken one 
th u and dollar a la er' fee from Brown died at Wa hington D.C . 

• me time ago. 

The la\)\1 r v.1ho pro ecuted Bro n before the jury Andrew Hunter 
nd r. [ harle B.] Harding came to different fate . Hunter keep up 

l1i offic directl ' oppo ite the Court Hou e where Brown was tried, and 
ne t d r to the jail here Brown was impri oned· 12 while Harding an 

ld ba helor of di ipated habit took up hi gun at different time 
during the ar, and ent out to be of garrulou u e to the rebel , and he 
t th rheumati m or omething and died tolerably worthle for 
good . Hunt r had a n Henry, who wa a grand nephew of Beckham 
he m t re pe ted life taken b the raiders at Harper' Ferry and thi 
H nry Hunter te tified in court that he a one of the cowardly mob who 
dragged illiam Thomp on out upon the Potomac River bridge after 
8 ckh m de th, and killed him. Young Hunter now a mere bummer 
ar und harle to n bragging to tranger of hi feat in the rebel arm 
\\

1her a h ne r had an accredited place in that arm or any other 
• ept the mob h1 ha a inated Thomp on and a number of rebel 

a tired m that Hen111 Hunter wa or e off than the corp e of the 
raider . Hi father 1 ne of the huge piece of mannerl conceit who 
e rade Virginia \\1hile the impo e upon it b their waggering, 

p luring, and lordl preten ion. little illage la er, of peacock air 
h 1 . ri u l , belie ed around harle to n to be a national man who e 
c"' ur 1 n through th tate ould call up the legal fraternit like the 

ar ding of the 1 ton o an1el eb ter. ith hi thumb in hi 
utt n-hol ..... "LJ nd head throY.tn b · k like a terrapin he a : ~ B the bar 
1ni t r th Id ominion, ir e11 fi thi thing: e1I ho thi 

admini trati n, . ir. \\'h t \\' mean . nd o thi poor being delude 
h·n1 el nd de i,, hi t \\'n m n - forbidden b , the law of e t 

ir inia t p t i, 1 \\'~ but doing it ~ pro and chiefl , in chancery 

11 l·or , dditional information abot1t the trial and the identil)' of Bro,,,n's accomplice 
and dcfc11ders cc .. tcphen B. atL . To Purge 171i Lane/ J11i1J1 Blo<1tl: Biograp/1) of 
J o /111 Bro,\ 11 t: \\ '\' or : Harper , R O\\ 19 0). 

1• ·1hi ,, a 11 untcr· Ro,\ a one- ton, 01 1cc building, once the count)' cler ·, office 
b f re the mplction of the pr~ cnt c un hou e in 1 _ . fhe municipal oft1(.; of 

harle "l" \\ n no,~ o up the itc. 
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cases; so that it is said he has more income now than before the war. The 
most unfortunate place Mr. Andrew Hunter ever had to fill was to 
prosecute John Brown, and still, but for this prosecution, we might go 
through his village and never think of reading Mr. Hunter's sign on his 
window-shutter. The most honorable association he has is his cousinship 
to General David Hunter. Beyond these incidental considerations he is of 
no consequence to anything. 13 

[George A.] Hoyt, the boy lawyer, who was Brown's original counsel, 
is well remembered, though he remained here but a little while. Dan 
Voorhees is looked upon, in the intervening distance, as a magnificent 
Mark Anthony, who caused tears to flow while he hanged his client; and 
when I told the folks in Charlestown that he was a member of Congress 
from Indiana as eloquent and wrong as ever they assumed a business 
countenance, and said they had forgotten both how to be grateful and to 
hate. 

The condition of the South in Virginia I took to be this: the attitude of 
a man caught up in the ridicule of a rot. A few poor ragged devils trying 
to bear up against the laughter of an age! And there they are like owls by 
day, solemn amid guffaws. 

Take the case of Hawks already referred to. Hawks has had a good 
bringing up, and is an agreeable Yankee, who went into a rebel 
Quartermastership, and served till he took a rheumatism which will hold 
to him till he dies. He said to me, with avidity, that it was a libel that he 
had ridden to the gallows with Brown. "Mr. Saddler [Leonard Sadler], 
the undertaker, on Main Street, is the person," he said. ''I never saw an 
execution in my life. I think Brown was crazy on that one question.'' 

Mr. Hawks son [Arthur] told me that he heard Wilkes Booth repeat 
Shakespeare and other poems at his father's house the night Brown was 
hanged: for Booth was a guardsman around the gallows, and learned 
from Brown's method of warfare the secret of murder which he executed 
six years afterward upon the body of Lincoln. 

13 Townsend's view of Harry Hunter would have been echoed by many citizens of 
Charles Town, who never condoned the brutal murder of Thompson, but his 
characterization of Andrew Hunter is unnecessarily harsh, motivated largely by 
Hunter's role as prosecutor of John Brown's band. Andrew Hunter was a prime mover 
in Charles Town during the antebellum period. Moreover, Townsend's contention 
that Andrew Hunter was ''honored'' by his cousinship to General David Hunter is 
foolish, considering that the General put the Hunter house on the eastern edge of 
Charles Town to the torch in 1864. 
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The Witnesses of the Raid 

In a few ear there \\1ill be fe collectable witne e of thi notable 
r id , and I impr ed the hance at Harper' Ferry to hold intervie with 
mo t f them ... fhe re olute, though motle , raider who were killed at the 
• erry lie interred aero the hena ndoah Ri er in Loudon [ ic] Count 

and re eight in number.14 ir t Oli\1er Brown wa thrown in upon hi 
back, nd the negro Dangerfield e b laid in hi arm . To get the 
boot off the fe t of at on Bro n hi leg wa partl wrenched off. In 
the am gra\1 \\'a placed Kagi, tuart Ta lor William Lehman 
( eeman], L \\ti Lear and homp on, the latter t o negroe . 

nder on another lain raider a '~prepared" for the Wine he ter 
hool of . natom '· 

The grave a opened when Mr . Brown after her hu band ' 
e e ution i hed to reco er her on • but their bodie could not be 
identified, nd there the lie on the bank of the henandoah· and I 
t d n the , ite of their epultu re la t unda feeling that I wa upon a 

h llo ed pot. 

The onl guide b ok publi hed in irginia are one for Mount Vernon 
and on for Harper err), the latter ritten by a genial lri hman named 
Jo phu Bar \•lho e hief pride i that John Brown hot at him with a 
re, ol\er.1~ It i from conver ation ith Barry that I deri e the e note . 
He, a the \1illage hoolma ter and having been up late the night tarted 
out to get l1i morning bitter about da light. he turned dO\.\,'n the 
tre t alled High, ,;i.1hich come .. from Bolivar" he aw at the gate of the 
r nal thr e men v.1earing ha l trapped about them and carf)1ing 

~ hort gun . The , hailed him, and a ked 1f he ere a laveholder. He 
replied " o. The r-. ..,p n e wa : 4. ef)' well .. thi mo ement i for our 
intere ~t. Pa on qu1ckl 1• u1te dumbfounded Barr ' went to the ta ern 

nd to hi gin and a ked the landlady \\ hat it all meant. The gin 
\\' r,ning him up, he n luded to te t the matter .. and 1th hi lighted 

1 ·1 he ite of thi ma gr ,,e ,, a in the , icinit~' of lhe Cd tern edge of the pre"ent 
hcnando,1h R er bnd e In the I 90' omc of tht: remain \\'ere e. humed and 

bt1ricd cl c\\'herc .. in th • orth. 
1 Jo-cph Barf) a colorful l1 arper 1=-crr) antiquarian. became the \elf-appointed 

hi~torian the lO\\'n ar1d l al authorit) or1 the Bro v.'n raid. ,\ a nion1 ·the qualified 
or p t o • oun _ upcrintender1t of ch )Ol" in I 6 . but bccau e of hi. politic~ 

re ei, ed n l up p rt r o n1 the bu l , of th c it i 1 c n I') and le funding from t h • tat c of 
\\' t ' ir ini . (Bct,, ecn I 6- 11d I O public cdu ation in Jef er on \trtuall) 
oil c f() la ter authored 111e .. 1ra11ge Jlar1 er' l :"errl' (~1artir1 ·burg: 
nomp n Br tht. I O . 
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pipe in his mouth proceeded directly to the Armory fence and looked 
through the iron-railing where he saw an old man issuing orders quite 
soberly. This was Brown himself. 

''Keep off the street, sir!'' cried Brown; ''don't you know better than to 
loiter there?'' 

''It's a free country'' said Barry, ''and it's me that's harming nobody?'' 

''Well, sir! I'll teach you whether it's a free country!'' and with that 
Brown poked a cocked revolver at the Irishman, who dodged about a 
brick pillar, and the pistol chased him from side to side, till finally Brown 
hailing the three men who were at the Arsenal gate, told them to ''shoot 
that man." With this [Albert] Hazlett raised his short rifle and Barry 
turning the Armory wall ran up an alley. A negro woman ran from a 
doorway placing herself before him, and shouted: ''Don't shoot that 
man!'' Thus covered Barry got off, but Hazlett pursued him to the last, 
and it was mainly this pursuit which enabled Hazlett to be recognized 
and hanged, Barry testifying much against his will. 

Colonel [Robert W.] Baylor, who commanded the whole militia from 
Charlestown, Martinsburg Halltown and the Ferry went into the rebel 
army, was shot through the lungs, had two sons killed and he still lives in 
the valley a mouldering monument to the greater raid which ended in no 
hangings. 

Minor People of the Raid 

The two canal locks opposite Harper's Ferry were kept formerly, by 
John E. Cook and George Hardy. The latter is still at the lock, and spoke 
to me freely about Cook. It was while keeping the lock at the bridge that 
Cook married the girl who bore him a child, and while the child was still a 
baby, he had his little family removed to Brown's Kennedy far111, five 
miles up the mountain gorges of Maryland, and thence they departed, 
two days before the raid, for the North. The widow of Cook is now 
married to a rnechanic named Johnston, a soldier of the Union army, 
and the couple have moved to the Western country. It is the impression, 
at Harper's Ferry, that Cook's child is still alive, in New York. 

[Archibald M.] Kitzmiller, who was walking by the side of [Aaron D.] 
Stevens, reconnoitering, when Stevens was shot down, is alive and idle. 
He is a lawyer, clerk, scrivener, etc., and he was one of the picked 
hostages. When Stevens was shot, as he was in the act of firing, he lay 
upon the ground howling, and amongst other things, he cried: 
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.. )' ,od. If I ha\e a friend in the world, if there is anybod who can 
pit)' a d g let him come carr~t' me a ay! 'One of the numer9u hot he 
recei\1ed had opened up an old ~1ound. hen he wa hanged, blood and 
pu fl ed from h1 ~ ear. He wa the mo t hated and mo t obdurate of 
Rro\l.1n" party .. and, it i aid, propo ed to burn Harpe1·' Ferry; yet he 
nc,,cr reproached John Bro n, and ~eemed to ha e for the old man the 
re\1erence of a di ·ciple. 16 Thi teven i uppo ed to have been a de erter 
from the nited .. "' tate .. arm .. and like the mo t of the party wa a Kan. a 
borderer but ith , uch ild -chooling and ode, perate a raider he wa 
)'et, like all Bro n' folk .. , perfectly ab tinent, a thi anecdote how . 
One of the ho 'tag . ho \\'a captured on the treet had alwa1, been an 
earl)' drinker and he v.1a on hi. a_ for a cocktail when taken up. Being 
quite unnen1cd he aid to Bro\\'n: 

""("aptain for od , \ake let me go and get a drink. I wear 111 come 
back. 

lo • ,., 

1 0 .. \lr . 

.. \ ap ., ou don "t kno\\ what it i to be a la e to whi ke , and then be 
hut up here before breakfa t ithout a drop. Let one of your men go get 

u .. a bottle. 

Bro n looked pitying}~, at the old debauchee and ordered one of the 
men to obe . -

'hen the \Vhi ke~, \] a brought,- a full bottle - Lewi Wa hington 
a ked Bro\vn to have a drop. 

ou don t drink" · aptain, do }Ou?' 

. ., .:aid Brov1n· that kind of tuff i n t fit for a hog to drink.,~ 

l1arle J . aul ner, e - ini ter to France \\1a~ a igned b Judge 
arker, iointl , ~ 1th __ on Bott 'I to defend Brov.1n but the former . -

a tenvard \\1ithdre~'. He li,1 at artin burg, the to\\1n of Belle Boy'd, but 
practice at the ne\\' ount)' eat of hepherd town, and ha a bu ine of 

t l _ t _ , 0 a ,ear- the large t. probabl ', in e t irginia. Law on 
B tt \\'a .. terw rd olonel of the econd \1irginia rebel regiment and 
\\' ill d at the ec ,nd battle of ull Run. I .'hall peak of aulkner 1n 

n tl1er 1 tter. 

lb \' ariou I al a ount of the raidc di .. agree ,,,ith To\\'n end, for t he~' are nearl~, 
u n nim o u in c:prc i11 > a dmirat ion for tc,,c n ~ .. toici m and a fabilit~• \\'hile 
a \\ it in 1 c. cc u lion in h r I e To\\ n. 
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Outrages 

One of the filthiest pro-slavery wretches was George Schoppart 
[Schoppert], a militia man, who, when William H. Leeman tried to 
escape across the Potomac, and had been wounded by a dozen balls, 
waded out with a cocked pistol to where Leeman lay unarmed and 
bleeding on a rock. The latter threw up his arms and pleaded: 

''Don\ shoot me! I surrender!" 

Schoppart held the pistol a yard from his face and blew out the poor 
fellow's brains. 

This Schoppart suffered a death almost exactly similar in the 
Confederate at 1ny, and his carcass was interred with less regard then 
Leeman's. 

When William Thompson was dragged out of the hotel to the bridge 
after the death of Beckham, the Mayor, he pleaded in these terms: 

''Oh! Don't kill me men! I have a wife and child. I have given myself 
up. Don't murder me!" As he spoke they were shooting him through with 
ball, buckshot, bird shot and slugs, and when he dropped into the river 
they practised on the different features of his body with their arsenal of 
weapons. 

Osmond Butler, at whose boarding house at Sandy Hook, Md., two 
miles from Harper's Ferry, John Brown and sons boarded some months 
before the raid, is living and is in the employ of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad. Phelps, the conductor of the first train which Brown stopped at 
the Ferry, detained three hours, and then himself conducted across the 
bridge to Baltimore, is now in the service of some Virginia railroad and 
conductor yet. Phelps sent a very ala1·111ing despatch to the officers of the 
road in Baltimore, which those cool managers kept to themselves, while 
they telegraphed to the agent, George Koontz, at Ellicott's Mills to 
overhaul the train outside of the town and ascertain the calm particulars. 
It was upon the faith of Koontz's response that the President of the 
United States and Governor Wise were advised. Prescott Smith was sent 
up to the Ferry to take charge of the railroad interests there, and he is 
now a railway man of national reputation, while Mr. Koontz is the agent 
and manager of the railroad at Washington City. 

Koontz told me a story to exhibit the good memory of Brown. Two 
years before the raid he had been riding from Cumberland to Piedmont, 
and had been seated beside an interesting old man, who inquired of him 
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a. to the t vln , ., of· the lleghanie . fter the raid he recognized in 
th publi hed ponrait ~ of Bro n the companion of the excur ion o one 

unda)' he .. lipped up to harle to n and i ited Brown in hi cell. 

~ r. Brovln, did )'OU e er ee me before?' 

~ e.. ir, I recogni1e 1ou a a gentleman who at at m ide on the 
r,1ilroad nearl two >'ear .. ago. ' 

he jur_ men \\;ho found Brown guilt ' were nearly all ob cure people 
and I could not trace up the fate of an of them. At lea t three are ali e. 
Kelley, the am1orer .. \\1ho fired the econd hot on the part of the citizen , 
i .. ali,,e and poor. hrockmorton ho fired the fir t i al o li ing and 
\\1a\ p inted out to me. illiam , the bridge watchman the fir t ho wa 

rre ted b , Bro\.\1n.. i dead. Hector T ndale, of Philadelphia 
accompanied r . John Bro n to the erl)' hen he paid the la t i it 
to her hu band, and he a a candidate for Ma or of Philadelphia in 
I 6 , ,lnd \\'' d feated b~1 rea on, among t other , that he had compared 
J hn Bro\\'n, in a . peech, to Je u hri t, \\1hich compari on wa u ed to 
r t effe t among t peopl ho are nothing, if not re pectable. orporal 

P llack, v,1ho earch d the pri oner, a in the Marine Corp , and i 
b lic,1ed to till b ali e. Lieutenant [I rael] Green i .. li ing at Berryville 
near arper' J-.erf)'. He i the man ho truck Bro no er the head after 
-'"'"'r111in the engine hou e. 

771e l1icago Tribune ( o ember 16, 1869) 

LIFE I THE VALLEY OF VIRGINIA. 
k ll·he~ o.f Lel1'i Wa hington and 

harle .. J. Faulkner 
Wa hinglon, o,,. 10 

t the p ril of e ' hau ting} ur patience I i h to put in pre ervation a 
fe,\1 m re matte relating to the raid of John Bro n. The itne e of 
th t;ne re p ing aviay and defecti\ e memot)1 1 lo ing hold upon 
m n~, ubJc t ,1.1hi h elu idate that mad~ m1 teriou , et portentou 
in\1a ion. lrcad , th H rp r' er an are in doubt hether the thing 
h pp n d in June or em r, and forget hether Bro n a hanged 
epar t I I or \\1ith mrad . 

ote upon John Brown haracter 

11 i --ur th t Br \\'n h d a d d al of the human '-''hate\1er of the 
di 1in attnbut n1 , be l im d or him. In the fir t place he v.1a 
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vindictive. While living on the Kennedy farm he dealt mainly with 
Harper's Ferry shopkeepers, and there received his letters and 
newspapers. He bought a horse of one of the citizens, and the said horse 
proved to be a different animal from the representations made. Brown 
went to a lawyer to prosecute the seller but the lawyer advised that he 
could recover nothing. When the old man and his band made the raid, 
some of them set off at once to find the swindling jockey and Brown told 
the hostages that if he were caught he should be made to smoke. 
Fortunately the man was missing. 

Again., Brown upbraided Cook when the former left the jail for the 
gallows, not so much on account of Cook's confession, as because Cook 
had, out of the giddiness and tergiversation of his nature, deluded Brown 
as to the actual state of affairs at the Ferry and roundabout, amongst the 
negroes. Cook, indeed, was estimated too importantly by Brown; but as 
the poor chap had to die on the same gallows it might have been well for 
his Captain to have said adieu kindly to him. The old horse that Brown 
was swindled in was given to Mr. Kirwan, of the present Shenandoah 
Hotel in payment of a bill. It is not believed that Brown killed any of the 
citizens at Harper's Ferry with his own hand, though he ordered some 
shooting. His son killed Beckham, the Mayor, and two of his negroes, 
[Shields] Greene and [Dangerfield] Newby shot [George W.] Turner and 
[Thomas] Boerly., both of the latter having guns in their hands. Beckham 
was killed because he had a cane in his hand which was mistaken for a 
firearm . The prisoners heard Watson Brown say: 

''Father, that man on the platform has a gun. If he puts his head 
around that water tank again I'll shoot him!'' and directly he shot. 

The old man seemed to have no special pity for his sons while they lay 
wounded, but after his capture he asked anxiously how many were dead, 
and learned that one had escaped. This escaped son was formerly in 
Ohio, but is thought to be now in California with his mother. Brown 
showed altogether the superior manhood to [Governor] Henry A. Wise, 
and after the capture Wise upbraided the Harper's Ferryans, and said 

''You would never hev taken me sir." 

''No!'' said Brown, ''but I'd hev taken your head, Governor!'' 

Wise shut up. He thought to be made President by this a/arum, and 
Jeems [Senator James M.] Mason and [Clement L.] Vallandigham were 
promptly there to saddle the matter upon the Republican party, the latter 
trying particuarly to implicate Joshua R. Giddings. Mason is living in the 
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[ Ji ~trict f olumbia. " al" i nowhere particularly. What a et wa 
1· und that old man" couch and gallow : J.E.B. , tuart, Robert E. Lee, 
~ t nc\\1all ,J ck on ilke Booth, Jame Mason Jeff. Thomp on 
l .. urncr and Dick hb allandigham Le i Wa hington .... 

Washingtons of the Fourth Generation 
Le\.\i a ·hington i a great grand nephew of George Washington 

de cended from harle Wa hington who ettled we t of the Blue Ridge 
man)' )ear ago. Hi hou e i near Halltown five mile from Harper' 
Ferl)' nd i a quare hite hou e upon a green lawn with an older 
hou e built behind and again t it. He i now pa t 60 year of age and 
during the ar he wa an honorary rebel agent in England ent there to 
gi,1e the onfederate cau e the countenance of the name of Wa hington. 

nd uch a • a hington! nd hov.1 fit for uch a renegade work! While 
gon l1i -- f umiture a carried off to Wa hington City but recovered 
afterv./ard, and now he i going about the country between drink 
den uncing the age and the admini tration. ome day ago he aid to 
Kin, an independent onn cticut ettler: 

' rant Pre ident! hat are the Grant to be Pre ident ?"' 

ell, aid King v.1hat of the a hington --? The world never heard 
of n1 r than tv.ro- George the General and Lewi , who wa made 
illu triou "' )' John Bro n capturing him. o perhap a hundred 
)'ear hen e \\'hen the family, prett well run dovln, ome John Brown 
or other \\1ill capture another Grant. There will then be a man Grant a 
\\1a hington . 

1-.#C\\' i ' hin!:,>ton i .. the onl)' man, ho "'tage or otherwi e, who ay 
tl1at John Bro\\'n a not ourageou . He ay that Brown wa a coward 
and h k 11ke an ~pen hen h 3\'l the marine coming. a~, Lewi : 

l " 'a .. getting ready for him. ll Tue"da)' night I wa , whetting m 
p nknife on m.1 boot. read , to go at him at the fir t chance. , 

Pr p rtionate lo th f rmidablene of that penknife a compared 
\\1itl1 e rge \ 'a "hin t n \.\'Ord, i the ize of the t o men. 

loo# \\1i .. \ ' a hingt n I the po ~ e or of a good deal of land pla tered 
,,i 11 rn r ~1 ,.. . and of a b r the r Di k \ 'a hi ngt on. I heard a "'ho I e 
r on1 ull m n la t onday1 night h0\\11 v.rith laughter at anecdote of 
.. ~-' \\1a hin 1ton ' .. lf r la d pro,\1e . He a}' that ick i the onl}' 
m n 011 th rth \\111 .. n t kl him. that once he and Dick re olved to 
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clinch and wrestle with the object of settling once and for all this grand 
topic of physical ability. They took hold, they felt of each other, they 
looked at each other they hauled, they tugged, they scrambled, they 
ducked. In vain; Castor had met his Pollux. Milos had encountered a 
root-bound tree. By mutual consent they hauled off, and mankind will 
never know exactly which of the two Washingtons is the better bruiser. 

Lewis is full of these autobiographies. His conversation is a ''Bell's 
Life'' of himself. Sir, when he was in England, representing his country, 
he visited a noted pugilist. They set to in the presence of the nobility, this 
pugilist and this dignified Washington. Sir, this pugilist put on his coat, 
and gave up the impossible task of fetching him one blow, saying as he 
did so: ''Sir, I might have known that I could never get in my bunch of 
fives upon the features of a Washington!'' Sir, moreover, a stalwart 
mechanic was at my house doing some work. I often talk to that kind of 
people, kindly. Said he, ''Mr. Washington, it would tickle me much to 
have a wrestle with you; for I never yet saw a man of your build, and Ive 
thrown everybody else in Jefferson County.'' I told him to try it on sir! 
When we began he was here on the right. Directly he was off there against 
the washboard, to the left. He had to quit work, sir, for three weeks, and I 
paid his wages till he got well. 

When this sort of George Washington as a captive met John Brown in 
the engine-house, you had the wild fruit of Plymouth Rock and the 
Jamestown gentleman run to seed in the same bouquet, for John 
Brown's grandfather was a Captain in the revolution, and he was a direct 
and proven descendant of the first shipload of pilgrims. A hundred years 
of slavery had made the Puritan a raider off reed om, and the Washington 
a pompous old nuisance, sharpening his pen-knife on his boot. 

The matter with all the Valley of Virginia is Washingtonianism in the 
third generation,- played out country squires trying to hold vast tracts 
of land. I am informed that the Valley of Virginia is getting no 
immigration, as, with land at $100 and $150 an acre, the Pennsylvanians 
will not buy. Mr. Washington brags of his English clothes, his English 
appearance, his Englishness, and he is certainly not an American. A man 
can be a good many kinds off ool and retain his nationality but not his 
kind. 

Faulkner 
The State of West Virginia, as I have said, now comprises Harper's 

Ferry and Charlestown, and all the region of the raid, and the county seat 
is not at the gallows of Brown, but at Shepherdstown, where Rumsey 
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ailed tl1e fir, t team boat b fore ulton, and \\. here the rebel arm)' 
1· . ed and made their ho pital after ntietam. hepherd town i • a 

1nore pi ture.:·que place tl1an either Martin burg or Charle town, and 
l1erc the leading e, -r bel, at the bar are [ lexander R.] Boteler. who i a 
cn~ible man and aulkner ho ha been a radical politician ince the 

peace. he ther la 1er i tanton. At pre ent, Faulkner i a Republican 
trin1mcr and, a I ha,1e aid, i making 25 000 a year, charging 
en rm u fi e .. and by hi grandio e gentility hu hing the prote t of hi 
client ~. He i the noble t in .. tance of' deportment 'wet of the Blue Ridge, 
and a p liti ian of the cold plendor of emando Wood. A man to 
il]u trate him 'aid t me: 

\'He li,1e for harle Jame aulkner. If hi v.1ife wa tanding over 
_, nder on the precipice of Loudon [ ic] Height and it wa nece ary to 
pu h her off he ould do it ery tender! but he would ha e to go, if he 

a in the aJ of · .J. . fter every court he give a banquet to the bar 
and put ine n the table. But once he found that Judge Hall di liked to 
en urage \vine: o he put it off hi banquet board till a new judge came 
\\~ho liked nip. 1-hen Prince l1arle Jame re tored the ro y, and the 

ur f ju tic ent on.' 

Human ature in the Raid 
n aturda)' nigl1t a man came in from the railroad full of grime 

\\a hed him elf, and took upper._ and then entered into con\'er ation 
,,,itl1 m . He a a freight engineer on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 
and had b en at the time of the raid. He told me hi per anal 
t: pcrien e ,,,itl1 that crude geniality hich \\.a hone t. 

'Had John Br \\1n an_ friend , in all thi countf)' after he wa 
"l pt t1 red . ' 

'\ ir. We \\1erc not edu ated enough in our libert., to e cu e hi 
r, id, \en if ,,,e dar de pre., our elve ~. But there were plent) of people 
h re \t.1h adm1red him\ and our heart bled for him I aj' right here! Men 
and \\' m n \\1h di 11 ed la\1en1• and ome of u aid~ when e met ., 

t get her that no jUf)' of la\ehold r \\'a qualified to try John Bro n. 

'~)'e .'' p k up ,oung lri hm n. I ,-.,a~ tanding \1.rith ffi)' father 
\,,11 ·11 the , he d the bodie 1n the c rt to bury them" and I aid al ud 

nat i damntd brutal. , .. ~ ffi)' father: John mind \\'hen )'OU peak and 
1h r •1ou peak it. ' 

1\ third p ~ up '"'I hot a them raider "- e i an or Indian I 
th ugl1t the\' ,,,a _ .. hu11drcd ti me . I ,,,a a boy' of fifteen'I and I climbed 
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up into the Catholic Church steeple and fired. But if it was to do now,just 
the same, I wouldn't fire a shot. Old Brown would have har111ed nobody 
unless interfered with. There was one fellow who gets drunk and cusses, 
and he mounted a horse and rode all round the streets in the hottest fire, 
cussing and damning Brown. Brown asked, inside the Engine House: 
''Who is that crazy fell ow?'' They told him he was a drunkard, and not a 
shot was fired at him. 

The engineer spoke up: Now, I'll tell you, I carried off in my tank- my 
tender- one of them escaped raiders. We met him up here at a turnout 
near Sir John's Inn. He had been wandering in the hills two days, and had 
not eaten a crust. My fireman and I agreed that we would take care of 
him, both of us being tired of slaughter and blood. We got our tin buckets 
full of dinner, and gave him all he wanted, but his stomach was so empty 
that he would not take food. He said he thought he could chew a piece of 
tobacco, and afterward he got down a piece of pie. At Piedmont he was 
able to get to work with his fork, and then he eat [sic] like a wolf. We 
passed him on to Wheeling, and saw that he was put across the Ohio 
River. He admitted to us that he was one of Brown's men, and we saved 
him out of human nature.'' 

''I tell you,'' exclaimed another, "that in the brutal time there were little 
acts of kindness and kind looks bestowed upon Brown's party, right 
here. Few of us hate him now. He died for what he set out to do, and if 
you would poll Harper's Ferry today you would find two men who 
would hang Governor Wise to one who would hang John Brown.'' 

The best relics of the John Brown raid in existence are Porte Crayon's 
sketches, never published, which he has at Bath, Virginia. 17 They depict 
the old man at every point of view. 

To him,- the first soldier of the grand ar111y who passed the bridge of 
Lodi - there is no Waterloo. He lies imperial at Elba, amongst the 
mountains, wrapped in the purple of their atmosphere, and to vision 
waving the sword of Frederick and Washington,- a more gigantic 
spectre as every sunset full upon him. 18 

GATH 
Edited by Cecil D. Eby 

17 Some of David H. Strother's stetches of the John Brown raid and trial were published 
in Harper 's Week(y ( ovember 5 and 12, 1859). 

18 In this extravagant finale, Townsend places John Brown in the company of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, knit together by the Elba connection- Elba being the place where 

apoleon escaped from exile, and North Elba (New York) being the place where 
Brown was buried. 
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The Weis Pottery and the Genealogy 
of the Potters 

33 

John eorge ei * (1721-1804), a German emigrant came from 
Penn yl\1ania in the 1700' and ettled in Hager town Maryland 
f rmerl kno n a Elizabeth Town. He wa a choolteacher and a 
p tter, he taught erman 30 )'ear prior to hi death. 1 John George 
e t bli hed a potter)' in Hager to n and one in hepherd town 
\ 1irginia no e t irginia. He a the on of Re . George Michael 

e1 , a Refor111ed hurch mini ter who came from Ge11nany in 1727 
nd ettled in Penn l ania. 2 Young John George wa only 6 year old 
hen he and hi fat her._ Re . George Michael, came to thi country. 

eorge ei ( 17 2-1 57) of hepherd town wa the on of John 
e rge \\1ei of Hager town Maryland and the grand on of Re . 
eorge ichael. Re . George Michael Wei wa the on of Michael and 
aria rank ei . ll1e book 18th Centur_} Emigrants, trace the 

geneal g , from George ei of hepherd town through everal 
gener tion in German 1

•
3 hen John George Wei died in 1804 at the 

age of 3~ eorge hi · on'\ took o er the potterie which he had 
e tabli hed in Hager to n and hepherd town.4 

\\ ei tradition tate that John George of Hager to n tarted the 
p ttef)' in hepherd town in the late 1700 . Tradition would ha e 

eorge in heph rd t n before the death of hi father John George in 
I 04.6 h ea ~ umption are correct~ in fact George Wei i li ted in the 
I 0 en u being born in irginia ( e t irginia). It i a urned that 
John rge and ht .. \\1ife hri tina were renting at the time the 
li 1ed in hepherd to~1n hen George wa born. The Grantee and 

rantor book of Jeffer~on ount)1 do not re\eal an propert holding . 

l .. here arc c,1eral ,•ariation • in the pelting: ei . \\'ei e, \lv 1 e. e1 . etc. 

1 1olcr. . . R . .. \Vei Potter;'." ,\f agazine of tl1e Jejfer <Jn oi,nt} Hi torical SocietJ'. 
6 (I 40). p. 16 . 

.. Burgert, nnctte . l :.. igl1ree111l1 e111t,r.,1 Er11igran1 , TJ1e , or1/1er11 Kraic'l1gau, Vol. 1. 
rcini \1ille~ Pa.: Penn ,J 'ania er111an .~o iet~,, 19 3 .. p. 

lbi(I. 

,. Bu ong1 1illard . Iii tori Je l'r ·on oi,11I)'. Bo)'Ce \ 1a.: arr Pub. o .. 1972. p. 
9. 

lcr, lo. cit. 

Kenamond, 1\ . f ., ditor. Pro111i11e11r 
hcphcrd to\vn: Je crson ount} Hi t ri I 

le11 of .SJ1erp}1ertlfr o\i111 I 62-/ 96_ . 
ocict~'~ 196. p. 113 
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Furthermore, the Census of 1850 will verify that George was born in 
Virginia (West Virginia.) 

The U.S. Census 1850, Jefferson County page 312 

277 / 280 
George Wise (Weis) 68 yrs., potter value $3100, born Virginia 
Elizabeth (wife) 67 yrs., value $3100, born Virginia 
James (son) 23 yrs., potter, value $3100, born Virginia 

Family tradition would place the beginning of the pottery in 
Shepherdstown around 1780. John George would have been in 
Shepherdstown no later than 1782 when his son, George was born. Birth 
records indicate that John George and Eva Christina were still living in 
Hagerstown in January 1780 when their previous child, John Adam was 
born. It would seem that the family tradition of his arrival around 1780 is 
a correct assumption. Further support for John George's presence in 
Shepherdstown is suggested by his obvious absence from the list of 
Hagerstown potters from 1800 to 1805. Scharfs History of Western 
Maryland lists early residents and their occupations. The potters listed in 
Scharf's History are shown below.7 

Potters 1800-1805 Potters 1805-1815 
John Crumbach 
Conrad Crumbach 
Christian Fechtig 
George Vogelsand 

Henry Adams 
Peter Bell 
Daniel Richard 
John Snavely 

John George's name would not be expected to occur here because he 
would have been in Shepherdstown a large part of the time from 1780 
until his death in I 804. A footnote in Scharfs History states that the 
pottery business carried on by Christian Fechtig and George Vogelsand, 
near the courthouse, had fo1·1nerly been controlled by Eichbaugh, and 
afterwards by Leisinger and Bell.8 This rules out the possibility that Weis 
shared the pottery with Fechtig and Vogelsand, or that he previously 
rented there. An advertisement by Conrad Crumbach which appeared 
August 9, 1805 in the Maryland Herald makes no mention whatsoever of 
a partner. The Newspaper Index of Hagerstown papers from 1790 to 
1819 does not mention John George Weis, and this is exactly what would 
be expected if he came to Shepherdstown in 1780 and remained there 
except for visits to Hagerstown. 

7 Scharf, J. Thomas. Schar:fs History of Western Maryland., Vol. 2. Baltimore: 
Regional Pub. Co., 1968 pp. 1061-65. 

8 Ibid. 
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ami) 1 trad1ti n a) that John George operated both potterie . He 
mu t ha,,e had meone to care for the pottery in hi ab ence. The Wei 
famil}' p rated a brick ard in Hager town._ and it i po ible that the 
ttended to the pottery in hi ab~ ence. 

In th }__,t Ii t of occupation from I 05 to 18 I 5 there i a John Wei 
\vho , a black mith._ and a eorge Wei ho i a cabinetmaker. either 

. the e refer to George or John of hepherd town. The town meeting 
f "heph rd to n and the I IO en u would pro e that George Wei 

wa .. in hep herd t n at lea ta great portion of that time. Furthermore, 
he \•la ne er a cabinetmaker. John Wei on of George, would be onl 8 
e r old in 1 15, therefore, charf li t probabl refer to relative . 

There 1 a George Wei Ii ted in the ta pa ers of Hager town for l 790. It 
i bel1e,,ed that thi , i the ame George Wei a the cabinetmaker. The 
I 10 en u f r Hager to n ho a John Wei which i mo t likely the 
bla k mith. The folio ing i a Ii t of John George' children po ibly 
there are m re.9 

nn 
John 

nna 
John 

lizabeth 

eorge 
• amuel 

al)' 

dam 

(po ibl a brother) 

born 4, 2 l 774, Hager town., Md. 
born 13 1776, Hager town, Md. 
born 6/ 2 177 , Hager town, Md. 
born I , 24 / 1780, Hager town Md. 
born 17 2 hepherd to n, a. 
born 17 3 or 17 4, location 

unknown 

amuel i 1 aid to have been a brother of George. 10 It i thought 
that h ,, _ born in 17 or 17 4. If thi i correct he ould ha e been the 
~ ung t of J hn orge hildren, and E\'a hri tina, hi mother 
would h ,,e be n I r 52 ear old hen he a born. amuel had an 
int re t in th ei pott ry, but he old hi intere t at an earl date. 
r rd th t \t.'n m ting h '>l that amuel w~ till Ji ing in 

hepherd t \\'n in I 4 . H1 name appear on a petition to the To n 
_ un 11 pp ing the ta le\1ied on the citize . here are al o record 

in 1 44- \ •h r he r "-~i,ed p for \\1ork p rformed for the cit of 
h pherd t \Vn. Ht n me \\'a Ii ted mong th e v.1ho intended to 

-i her harl ompiler. Eor~J Pe,111 J''' a11ia BirtJ1s . Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publt hin o., l . p. 6. 

10 'c r1 mond lo. it. 
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petition the Legislature of Virginia to repeal the act incorporating the 
town of Shepherds. 11 

Samuel and Catherine Weis had two children, Samuel, Jr. and 
Lavina. St. Peter's Lutheran Church records mention that Samuel, Jr. 
was born July 10, 1821 , and that he was baptized in 1825. Lavina was 
born February 22, 1824. No baptismal records were available for her. 
Samuel's wife, Catherine, died in 1846; she was buried in the old 
Lutheran Cemetery on East German Street. No tombstone records were 
available for Samuel. Catherine's tombstone reads as follows: 12 

Weis, Catherine, wife of Samuel Weis died Nov. 17, 
1846, age 55 years, 9 mo., 10 days. 

Elizabeth Weis, wife of Albert Humrickhouse, is believed to be a 
cousin of George not a sister as is sometimes assumed. He had a sister 
named Ann Elizabeth who was born in Hagerstown, April 28, 1774. 
Licklider history mentions that Elizabeth Weis married Albert 
H umrickhouse and that she was born in 1792 which is much too late to 
be the child of John George and Eva Christina. 13 Albert Humrickhouse 
served as an Alderman for the city of Shepherdstown in 1822; he was 
elected to the office of Assessor in 1854. 14 His name appears on various 
petitions and committees for the town meetings. Humrickhouse was 
born May 25 1786; he died July 12, 1864.15 Elizabeth Weis 
Humrickhouse was born December 13, 1792; she died February 8, 1847. 

Humrickhouses had several children. St. Peter's Lutheran Church 
records reveal a son Judette, born May 3, 1822; a daughter, Augusta, 
born September I, 1817; and still another daughter Amanda Samanna 
born November 4, 1824.16 Licklider history lists other children: Albert 
born 12 March 1811; James Joseph, James Reeside, and Henrietta for 
whom no dates are shown. 17 The 1870 Census lists James 
Humrickhouse, 40 years old as a potter. He must have worked for the 

11 Musser, Clifford S. Two Hundred Years History of Shepherdstown. Shepherd town: 
The Independent. p. 78. 

12 Daughters of the American Revolution, Compiler. Tombstone Inscriptions of 
Jefferson Count}', West Virginia 1687-1980, p. 277. 

I 

13 Netherton, Alene L. and Thurman, Diane S., Compilers. Leichleiter and Variants. 
Carlisle, Ohio: McGregor-Werner, Inc., 1978, p. 189. 

14 Mus er, op. cit., pp. 68, 84. 
15 etherton, lo. cit. 
16 Netherton, lo. c·it. 
17 Netherton, lo. cit. 
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i e . It i not known hether thi wa Jame Jo eph or Jame 
Re_L.# id . 

manda amanna Licklider married Grati on (Grandi on) Templin 
Licklider.' There were fourteen children from thi marriage. Amanda 
and rati on T. Licklider were the grandparent of the late Maf)' 
Licklider. Thi make Albert Humrickhou e and Eli1abeth Wei 
Hum rick house the great-grandparent of the late Mary Licklider. Mary 
v,,a the daughter of Edward and Ellen ntler Licklider. 

The name of George Wei appear everal time in the early record of 
l1epherd to n. financial record of t. Peter' Lutheran Church dated 

Jul ,, I 09 bear hi name· it wa written in German. Ei en berg mention 
the name of George Wei in the minute of the Virginia Conference on 
hurch officer for hepherd town in 1809. 19 The Cen u lit John the 
lde t on of George a being born in irginia in 1807. eptem ber 4'1 

l 09 George and hi wife Elizabeth, purcha ed lot number 9 on the 
north\\1e t corner of German and Duke treet . Thereafter thi became 
knov.'n a the pottery of ei orner. Wei paid John Boyer 700 for 
th1 pro pert)'. 20 

The name George i e (Wei ) appear in the . . Cen u Index of 
l I 0.21 B thi time he mu t ha e been well-kno n becau e he wa~ 
lected to the To n ouncil pril 3, I 10.22 He continued to hold a 

p ition there for ome time. 23 He al o en1ed on a grand jury inque t for 
the ourt of Hu ting .24 Thi court functioned from April 1820 to I 23. 
The purpo e \.\'a an inquiry into the incorporation of hepherd town. 

ll bu ine matter uch a legal proceeding .. , criminal hearing and 
tran fer of propert , ,vere referred to thi court. 

George \\'ei continued to li e in hepherd town with occa ional i it 
to Hager to,vn. He died in I 57. He and hi wife lizabeth ere buried 
in th old uth ran hurch emeter aero the railroad track on a t 

1 e1heno11. lo. cir. 

19 Ei cnberg, \\'i lliam ... 711e /,.,11tl1era1z Cl111rcl1 i11 Jl irgi11ia I J -/962. 1-)'nchburg: J . R 
Bell o. J>ubli ·he 1967 .. p. 9 J . 

.. o \ 1e1 . corge pur 'hJ t.:d from John Roger~ /Jee(/ Book 5. p. 234, I 09. ount~, oun 
le r .. ! fi C, ha rte ·r O\\fn . 

21 
ric • rd. \tadclin~. ompalcr / JO Ce11 tt /11(/e:r. lft,atJ cif l :"a111ilie .. (>ar"'on : 

1 c 1 a i n l r1 n t i n g o. I 9 I , p. I . 

• 2 1 ll • r. op. CII. p. . 

.. J 1 u er OJJ. cir. p. . . 

• • 1 U r Of). Ci I . p. 6 . 
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German Street. They are buried in the Weis plot, and their tombstone 
inscriptions read as f ollows:25 

Weis, Elizabeth, Consort of George Weis, d. Feb. 20, 
1866 in her 82nd year. 

Weis, George, d. April 29, 1857 in his 75th year. 

The baptismal records of St. Peter's Lutheran Church list eight 
children for George and Elizabeth. There are two more names which do 
not appear in the records, but who are most likely their children. Those 
not shown in the baptismal records are baby Mary who was rescued from 
the Weis home during the fire of 1815, and Catherine who married 
Joseph Snyder in 1839. Her marriage records to Joseph Snyder are in the 
Presbyterian Church of Shepherdstown. She would have been born 
around 1817 or 1818. Notice in the list of children there is a child born 
about every 2 years until a gap occurs between the names of Elizabeth 
and Joanna. Presumably, baby Mary and Catherine belong in this gap. 
The names have been inserted with an asterisk. 

Name 
John 
Henry 
George (Jr.) 
Elizabeth 

*Mary (infant at the time of the 1815 fire) 
*Catherine (approximate date) 
Joanna 
Ellen 
William 
James 

Date of birth 
1807 

June 30, 1809 
Nov. 30, 1811 
Sept. 30, 1813 

1815 
1817 

Mar. 23, I 820 
Jun. 27, 1823 

1825 
Dec. 6 1827 

Soon after the corner lot was purchased at German and Duke Streets 
in 1809, a small frame house was built with a pottery shop beside it. The 
pottery shop was a story and a half, later remodeled to make it a two 
story house. The kiln was located in the backyard along a boarded fence. 
The late Nellie Hendricks Moler has left a detailed account of how the 

• 

boarded fence and the small frame house burned in 1815. Fire in the kiln 
got out of control and ignited the wooden fence which extended to the 
house. The frame house was engulfed in flames and completely 
destroyed. 26 Two different accounts of the fire of 1815 state that James, 

25 DAR, lo. cit. 

26 Moler, op. cit. p. 19. 
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bo,1e: H1ei .. • Cor11er at German and Duke rreets, currentl;i) the home of Sam 
a11<I 1\tfargaret ki1111er. Thi~') J1ou e ¾'OJ' built in 1818 to replace the frame house 
\\1/1ic·l1 IJz1r11ecl i11 I 15. To tl1e ertre,ne left, the i-1hite house was once a potter's 
'/1op. 

Left: A r l'ar \ te\1 <Jf t l1e 
potter: s/10/J. l'"urre11t (i 
<>1i 11ecl b ,, a,11 and ... 

,f argarer ki1111er. ~Vhet1 
1/1e J11eis·fa1"t1i/.l 0\\'11eci 11 . 
. 1/1is· ,,,a 011/\ 1 a .5tor, a11cl a 

• • 

/10/f; it l1a.\' a _fi,II !Of) ' 

a,itletl. Tl1e ki/11 1\10 .s 

/c,c·at eel i11 r J1e hac·k )'artl 
• 

jz,st a _(e,, eet Jr<>111 1 l1e 
/101,se. 
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the youngest son of George, was in charge of the kiln the night of the fire. 
It could not have been James because he was not born until 1827. It was 
most likely one of the brothers of George. His oldest son, John, would 
have been only 8 years old in I 815. 

The original frame house was replaced by a brick house in 1818. This 
house is currently owned by Sam and Margaret Skinner. The Skinners 
purchased the property in December of 1945. It was previously owned by 
George M. Beltzhoover who purchased it April 23, 190 I, following the 
death of William Weis. This comer at German and Duke Streets was 
known as Weis's Corner for a period of over 100 years. 

There were four of George Weis's sons who followed in his footsteps as 
potters. The oldest son periodically spent time in Hagerstown, but he was 
in Shepherdstown in 1850. The U.S. Census for Jefferson county appears 
as follows: 

208 / 21 I John Wise (Weis) 43, potter, born Virginia 
Adeline (wife) 34, potter, born Virginia 
Ann Susan (dau) 11, born Virginia 

Although there is a variation in the spelling of the name, St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church records confirm this was the correct John Weis. John 
and Adeline had another daughter, Mary Virginia, who was born 
January 26, 1832, and died at the age of 14 in 1846. She was buried in the 
old Lutheran Cemetery on East German Street.27 Furthe1111ore, the 
Lutheran Church records state that she was baptized April 8, 1832. There 
was a John Wise who married Elizabeth Bishop in 1823. This is believed 
to be a brother of George, not a son. 

Henry Weis, next to the oldest son of George and Elizabeth, spent 
most of his life in Hagerstown. Communion records of the Lutheran 
Church indicate that he and his wife, Sarah, visited Shepherdstown 
occasionally and took communion with other members of the Weis 
family . The Census for Washington County Maryland for 1850 lists the 
Henry Weis family as follows: 

71 / 79 Henry Weis 42 M, potter, $2,400, born Virginia 
Sarah (wife) 32 F, born Virginia 

* Arthur J. (son) 11 M, born Maryland 
Ann C. 7 F born Maryland 
Sophia C. 2 F, born Maryland 

*Name is not clear. It might be Luther or Arthur. 
27 DAR. lo. (' it. 
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illiam . ei , the fourth on of George and Elizabeth pent hi life 
in hep herd to\ n. There wa a George ei , Jr. who wa born in I 11 
wh wa the third on, but hi name doe not appear in an of the record 
in heph rd to n or in Hage town. He probabl died in infanc . A 
ear P-- ed and eorge and Elizabeth grew older mo t of the 

re pon ibilit f the hepherd to n pottery wa a urned b William. 
Both illiam and Jame the ounge t on managed the pottery for a 

hile but in later ear Jame mo ed to Martin burg lea ing the full 
re pon ibilit f the pottery to illiam. The 1850 . . Cen u gi e the 
f llo ing account of the William Wei famil . 

I illiam ei 36 potter 
Jane ( mma Jane) (wife) 34, 

d in ( on) 11 
Bertha (dau) 9 

illiam (Jr.) ( on) month 

$400 born Virginia 
born irginia 
born Virginia 
born Virginia 
born Virginia 

t. Peter' Lutheran hurch record confirm the fallowing 
information on the illiam ei children. Ed in Kealhafer Wei wa 
b rn ebru I I 49, and wa baptized Jul 2 I 53. The 1870 .. 

en u for Jeff er on ount Ii t Ed in K. a a potter. Thi would make 
him th fourth generation of potter here in hep herd to n. The 
m rriag bo k of Jeffer on ount record the marriage of Edwin K. 

e1 to nna Ii __ Turner January 29, I 77.2 nna . Turner wa a 
id , at the time he married ei . d in K. ei died in Martin burg 

........ _._, r e I e} o u n t y Jul I 19 I 9. 29 

marr ig r cord of Jeff er on ount re eal the marriage of 
rth . i t eorge R. ontz pril 1 , l 2. 30 Bertha ei .. Yontz 

and rge R. ontz had a daughter Blanche ho died in 
h ph rd t ~,n in 19 I. lmv.,ood ernete1y' record tate that he a 

buried 1n l t I I ng 'A'ith her mother Bertha (d. 1935) and her 
r nd ther 'i lli m ei (d. 1901). Her uncle d in a al o buried 

in th lm\\'O d em t 1)1• n)' of th pr ent-da , re ident of 
heph rd t O\\' n r II the late Bl nche ontz a an acti e member of t . 

t r uth r n hur h. 

• IJ' i , Ed,, i11 K. a11d T11r11 r. 11110 /"1 Ii e. ,\f arriage of Jef(er.so11 oi,111_1 I OJ- I 90. 
B .,, p. 610. 

• \\'ei, l~d\, in ~ I ea1J1 R it r Berkele1· o i111tJ , 1\far1i11 b11r 1 , \\'et \' irginia . Jul) 
I , 191 , p. 6. 

\ 'ei , -~-r h -: . nd on z. ,cor e R. l arria e o Je t'r 011 0 ll flt ' ' I O I -I 90 . 
• 

B o " . p. • 
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Both Edwin K. and his father, 
William E., were very active in 
Church affairs. William was a 
deacon in the Lutheran Church 
and was in charge of many church 
activities. He was supervisor of 
Holy Week in 1872. His name 
is listed as Assi tant Super­
intendent of St. Peter's 
Church along with that of 
his on, Edwin K. who was 
the Assistant Librarian. A 
pottery urn used as a grave 
marker bearing the name of 
W. WEIS was presented to 
St. Peter' Church by 
Blanche Yontz October 
31, 1965.31 The urn was 
made by William Weis, 
her grandfather. It re­
mained in the Elmwood 

The Magazine of the 

Pottery urn made by 
William Weis and used 

as a grave marker. 
Currently located 

in St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church, 
Shepherdstown. 

Cemetery from 190 I, at the time of her grandfather's death until its 
presentation in 1965. In addition to this grave marker, there is a stained 
glass window in St. Peter's Lutheran Church which was dedicated in 
1908. According to the book, On This Rock, William and John Weis 
were memoralized in the dedication services of that window. 32 

James Weis was the youngest of the children of George Weis. The 
Presbyterian Church records show that he married Catherine J. Snyder, 
November 20, 1849. The 1860 U.S. Census gives the following account of 
the Weis family: 

582/ 568 James E. Wise (Weis) 

Catherine (wife) 
Silas 
Alice 
Charles 

33, potter, $100, born 

30, 
10, 
8, 
I, 

Virginia 
born Virginia 
born Virginia 
born Virginia 
born Virginia 

31 Hartzell, Gladys. On This Rock: The Story of St. Peter's Lutheran Church of 
Shepherdstown, 1765-1965. Shepherdstown: The Register Publishers 1970, p. 316. 

32 Ibid. p. 140. 
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l_utheran b pti mal re ord confirm that .. ila linton ei wa born 
Jul 1 0, I 50 and . lice wa born a} 1 " I 52. o bapti mal record 
\ ere a,,ailable for harle . Birth record of Berkele Count indicate 
that an ther on illiam . wa born Jul l 7 .. 186 to Jame and 

atherine ei e ( ei ) of Martin burg.33 Jame i Ii ted a a potter 1n 
the e birth record . Pre umabl pring treet wa the location of the 
potte in artin burg. Thi i the onl addre hown in an of the 
re ord . Ketchum in hi book, Potte,~1 and Porc·elain Collector 's .,. 

Ha11dhook, li t Jame Wei in Martin burg a of 1870.34 Thee record 
would indicate he W_..., alread there in 186 . 

. he en u ho that 
and had t o children. The I 
f l l \\' : 

ila Clinton Wei ~ a potter, wa married 
0 en u for Berkele Count read a 

2-M- 49 pring treet, Martin burg 
ei e ( ilas) linton 29, potter 

Ro e (wife) 23, 
alter 3 

Jame I .. 

... 

born Virginia 
born irginia 
born 
born 

• • • 1rgin1a 
• • • 1rgin1a 

The life of ila linton Wei wa filled with orrow and tragedy. On 
Januaf'), 4, l 76, he married Ro a . Freeze" daughter of Benjamin and 

an, . reeze.35 . In l 76 their infant on" W. Wil on Wei died .36 
., 

raged truck again in I 7 • another on, Jame , named for hi 
gr ndf at her, di d. Jame ho i ho n in the I O en u \\'a the 

ond child named for hi grandfather.3 lint on and Ro e had till 
an ther child Ida born pril 2.. I 1.3 Thi child li\1ed onl)1 a fe 
m nth ~ Ida di d Jul 21 I I .39 Meanwhile Ro a~ wife and mother" 

i 3 \ \:I . \\' illiam . Bir1J1 Regi ,er Berkele~'' o u11I) ', 1\1artirtsburg. \\'est \' irginia . Jul.., 
1 .16, p _ _ 

4 etch um. \\' illiam . J r. TT1e Porter,, anti Porcelai11 ollec1or :\· H a11<.lbl1<Jk . ev. 
, or . Fun ,, and \\ agnall. 1971. p. 191 . 

\\' t:1. ila . and rce,e. Ro -- . f arriage of Berkele.\' Coi,11tJ1• ,'yfartin bi,rg. 
J e I i/ ir 1 i11ia, Jan. 4, I 6, Book 16. p. 3. 

\\1e1 . \\1. \\1il.son. I ea1/1 Register Berkt?leJ' oz111tJ', 1\1ar1ir1J·bi1rg, c t \ ' irgini . 
tar h , 1 6. p. 9. 

\\1ei . Jame, Deat/1 Rl,gi .. ,er o &!rkelei1 Coi111tJ'. f ar1i11 bt,rg, \\'e t \ ' irginia. 0 t . 
I . I . 9 . 

\\1c1, Ida. Bir1/1 Regi .. ter Berke/ J' o i111tJ', 1\f ar1i11 b11rg, \ 1 t \ ' irginia. pril - , I I. 
p. 1-4. 

9 \\1c,, Ida. l at/1 R isrer & rke/eJ' o r1111i1, • /ar1i11.sb11rg. \\'e t \' ir ,inia. Jul~, .. 1. 
• • 

I p. 1. 
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died of tuberculosis on May 20, I 881,just prior to the death of lda.40 Silas 
Clinton Weis left the pottery business in 1881 to become a railroad 
worker. There is nt. evidence that he or his father worked the 
Martinsburg pottery after this date. 

The type of kiln located at the Martinsburg pottery is not known. It is 
assumed to be the same as the one in Shepherdstown. Judging from 
Moler's description, the Shepherdstown kiln was a groundhog type lined 
with fire brick.41 The source of clay for the Martinsburg pottery is not 
known. That for the Shepherdstown pottery was obtained from the 
Willoughby Newton Lemon farm, later owned by Henry Shepherd.42 

The clay was ground by a stone bur, then hand thrown on a potter's 
wheel. The stone was pulled by a horse to pulverize the clay. Brooks 
Lucas, an antique dealer in Shepherdstown, currently owns the stone bur 
from the Weis pottery. Lucas said when his mother was a child she 
recalled leading the horse around the circle to grind the clay for the Weis 
pottery. This was a fun thing for the children of the community. 

The Weis pottery at 
all three locations was 
red earthenware, 
chiefly without 
decorations. Some 
decorated pottery 
known a Sgraffito 
ware has been 
reported in digs at 
the Weis pottery in 
Shepherdstown.43 The 
major products pro­
duced were crocks, 
pitchers, baking pans cus­
pidors, jugs, dough trays, 
cups bowls, vases cake 
molds, pie plates and some 

Left: Large 
urnfrom the 
T. T. Perry 

collection, 
Jefferson 

County Museum, 
Charles Town, 
West Virginia. 

40 Weis, Rose. Death Register Berkeley County, Martinsburg, West Virginia. May 20, 
1881 , p. 50. 

41 Moler, op. cit. p. 17. 
42 Parziale, Reynolds and Pamela. "Pottery in the I 800's: The Weis Pottery, 

Shepherdstown, West Virginia." Studio Potter, (Sept. 1980) p . 62. 
43 Dahlhamer, Gloria. "Hagerstown.'' The Hagerstown Sun, October 7, 1984, Section B-

3. 
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no\1elti . ith the ad ent of the ne gre toneware the demand for the 
r d arth n are declined'\ and thee ce wa dumped into the Potomac 
River. 

• 

ho, e /e_fr: ti11J lead gla:ed pot frcJm the T T Perr}' collecrion, Jeffer on 
o t,111.t· ,\,f LI ei,,n, Charles To"'n, J4'e r Virginia. Right: Crock from the 

Hi 10,·i<· 1'1/useu,,1 of hepl1erdstoii n, Entler Hotel. 

l <J\ e: ii ei .. crock fro111 1/1 pri,·ar collecricJ11 of a,11 a11d 1W argaret kinner. 

\\/ I p 
t l1ni u 
~ ... n gen 
m 11 lin 

tt f)' 1 rath r unique. lthou hit \•l - ~ not igned the potter 
h , d1·am ti 11 m r d e h pi e to uch a degree that it 
ll. ' be identi 1 d \\'ithout d1ffi ·ult 1• -- h pot or ,,e el ha a 
r r , \ ht h I a co le and near the t p of the pot. The 
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fingernail wa used to make the mark or line. The finger tip marks and 
the thumbnail marks are typical of the Weis pottery of Hagersto,vn 
Shepherdstown, and 
Martinsburg. All 
of the sons and 
grandsons were 
trained in exactly 
the same manner. 
The fancy scrowls, 
lines, and twirls 
were made with 
the fingernails and 
these characteri tic 
markings and imprints 

• were present on pieces 
made at all three locations. 

Le.ft: A l \r oc·k 
showing the 
l'haracte14 ist ic· 
('ogle band 

made with the 
.fingernail. From 

Sam and Margaret 
Skinne,,.'s collection . 

Above, le_ft: A c·ake mold 0¾1ned b_i' Sam and Margaret Skinner, .former/_l ' 
ov,.,'ned b_l' the late Luc·_i' Sc·hoppert, a Weis desc·endant. Right: Pitc·her 

s·haped like a c·roc·k ~·ith a handle. Also .fron1 the pri,,ate c·ollection o.f Sam 
and Margaret Skinner. 

With the death of William E. Weis in 190 I, the Shepherdstown pottery 
closed. The Martinsburg Pottery is believed to have closed in 1881 when 
Silas Clinton started working for the railroad. The Weis potteries 
covered a period of over a hundred years with four generations of 
potters. 
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There ere at lea t three other potter who were in hepherd town, 
but\ ho apparentl did not find the bu ine profitable enough to remain 
there for long. The name of John Cri well and Daniel Byer appear in 
the 1 0 . . en u a potter in hepherd town. A third potter, 

. orge re inger ad erti ed hi ware in the Ameril·an E:agle, July 3 .. 
I 17. 

The ei pottery i probabl the olde t pottery in We t irginia. 
Hough arti le on th Morgantown potter)' tate that the Thomp on 
_m t organto n in 17 5 hen John W. Thompon wa only4 ear 
old, but "',..,ording to the en u John W. a not born until 1785.44 If 
J hn . Tho mp on -..... 4 ear old hen the Tho mp on arri\ ed in 

org nt \ n then the potter at organto n would have tarted 
r und I 9 or p ib}~, 1790. allahan a that the manufacturing of 

p tte \\ a not tarted in organ to, n until after it wa incorporated 
( I 6 .4 The earlie t potter mentioned in the count record wa John 

ott \\1ho pur ha ed lot in organto~1n in a)' I 00. Jacob oulke i 
gen rail 1 er dtted a the fir t potter in organtO\A/n, but hi .. pre ence 
there i n t ho,vn in the ount record until I • 0 hen he made an 
agreem nt with avid Ba), le to purcha e ome land. he purcha e \l.1a 

to be paid in r k r '· 11 of thi cem to upport the idea that 
h ph rd t v.1n pr babl had the olde "t pottery' 1n '"'e t irginia and 

th t r..,._nt \\ n had the olde t potte e t of the lleghen)1 

1 1ount in .. 

H ough. \\1 lier. u. ,\ nn ·arl)' \ 'c l \ f ir 1 inia i>ottef) :~ Repor1 of 1J1e .• . ario11al 
1\111 ez ,111 . V "' l1in ton: 10\ . Pt . ffi e, I I . p. I . 

- ... llah n, J m 1. lli~1orJ' of 1}1 1 fak i11~ of \fo r.r:a,110\111. 1organto,, n: \\1e t 
\ 1ir•ini ni\e t • 1916. p. I 0. 
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The Potts-Hobart Correspondence: 
The Local Iron Industry in the 1790's 

An article in a previous issue of this magazine has explored the roles of 
Friend's Ore Bank and Keep Triste Furnace in the early industrial 
development of Jefferson County. 1 However, documents located in the 
Hagley Library (Wilmington, Delaware) have been found to provide 
additional insight into these and other local industries in the last decade 
of the 18th century. 

The relevant documents consist of approximately 60 letters, receipts, 
and memoranda written between 1788 and 1801 and kept by Robert E. 
Hobart, a Philadelphia merchant and a relative of the founders of 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania. Some time in the l 780's the Potts family 
acquired iron and copper mines in Pennsylvania and began erecting a 
furnace, forge, and grist mill to support the mining operations.2 Shortly 
thereafter, John Potts, Jr., probably through his acquaintance with 
Wiliam Wilson, established himself as a merchant in Alexandria, 
Virginia. Wilson, also a merchant, was a friend of George Washington 
and General Henry Lee, and he was probably responsible for getting 
Hobart and Potts involved with Lee in a series of land speculation and 
development schemes that included the Keep Triste Furnace. 

In 1788, Henry Lee had acquired several thousand acres of land in 
payment for debts owed to his relatives by John Semple, the original 
builder of Keep Triste Furnace.3 Lee's acquisitions included 
approximately 2,000 acres in eastern Jefferson County, a tract of land at 
Great Falls, and a nearby iron ore bank. By the time Potts settled in 
Alexandria, he had begun construction of a mill and a furnace at Great 
Falls (probably through a long-terrn lease with Lee) and he had joined 
Wilson in buying and leasing parts of the Keep Triste Furance land.4 

1 William D. Theriault, ~History of Friend's Orebank and Keeptryst Furnace," 
Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Society, 50: 12-22; Dec. 1984. 

2 John Potts, Jr., to Robert E. Hobart April 29, 1789, Potts Papers Hagley Library, 
Wilmington, Delaware. Unless otherwise indicated, all correspondence cited between 
John Potts, George North, Henry Lee, and Robert E. Hobart is from this source. 

/ 

3 Deed Book IO, pp. 187-190, Berkeley County, W. Va.; George Washington to James 
Madison November 17, 1788 John C. Fitzpatrick (ed.), Writings of Washington, 
(GPO, 1939), Vol. 30, pp. 128-130. 

4 Potts to Hobart, April 29, 1789. 
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ii on and P tt obtained from ......,_e "three acre of land upon the 
river P t ma k ith three quarter of an acre front on aid ri er 
in luding the Ke ptri te urna e 20 acre of adjoining meadow 

round'\ 20 a re f high ground," al o one acre of ground near the old 
mil] dam in luding a mill eat with a full undi turbed adequate and 
e lu t\ e u f the ater for the aid iron work now or hereafter to be 
rected, nd mill t get her ith land for a race from aid mill dam b the 

.. aid mill and furnac or other work to be erected. Lee al o 
a ppr pr1ated three a re .. of riend Ore Bank for their u eat the rate of 

n hilling le en pence per ton of ore mined and ga e them a long-te11r1 
le f 00 a re nearb)' that could be u ed for farming. If the 3-acre ore 
tr ct e\'er b cam e .. hau ted Lee agreed to ell them ore at the ame 
pri--. P tt and il on on their part agreed to complete the aid furnace 

on p ible to pre rve it in u e and to work the ore of Friend' 
re B nk entirel , cepting a mall proportion which ma be nece ary 

Thi de ription of the Keep Tri te Furnace area contain e eral 
r feren e ' to the I cation and condition of the mill and iron work which 
r further de crib d in later corre pondence. Fir t the original furnace 
ppear t h ,, b en I ated on the Potoma Ri er ju t above Elk Run 

r ther than on lk Run it elf. econd a mill eem to ha e exi ted a hort 
di t n e up l Run and to ha e b en de tro ed or in ruin b 1788. 
Third\ Pott nd il on intended to build another mill and a furnace on 

I Run n ar the ite of th original mill. ourth Lee wa apparent! 
\ , rri d ab ut Pott and il on bu ing iron ore from competitor . 
( R and mp n ' O\\'ned th aryland Orebank aero the ri er from 
K p n te urna e. inall the ore from riend Ore Bank wa 
pp r ntl , n t uitable for ome kind of ca ting .6 he location of two 
um n at ~ep ri te ould help e plain the ambiguou and often 

nfli tin refer n~.~ t thi ite on nineteenth century map . 

h rtl ' after th1 bu ine arran ement a concluded Ylith Lee Pott ., 

nd \ ii n d ided t form a partner hip to de\1elop and operate the 
ri t ur n~~·. By the pring of 17 9 Hobart had agreed to 

b m a partn r nd orge • orth a Penns l ania ironma ter had 
b--n f und t m n ge th urn . Torth v-1a to recei e 100 

nn 11 ni urr n _, p r • ar pro i io for hi famil , t o hor e fed 

,\ rti le o greement tv.1e n ohn Pott . J r.. illiam Wil on, and Henry Lee 
r I . I . 

• ntc c greem nt bct\\feen ott . Vil on. and Lee. e em r 19. I • 
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at the company's expense. The formal partnership agreement between 
Potts, Wilson, Hobart._ and North was signed on January I, 1790. A few 
months earlier, the four men had acquired an additional 221 acres from 
Lee; this deed appears to contain some of the land Potts and Wilson had 
purchased from Lee one year before.7 In 1790, Lee transferred title of the 
100-acre Friend's Ore Bank to Wilson as security until his other debts to 
Wilson were paid. The men also obtained a 230-acre tract of land from 
Gers ham Keys which the partners intended to use as a source of wood. 8 

The work of rebuilding the Keep Triste Furnace operation was begun 
by North in the spring of 1790. One millwright, two stone masons, and 
numerous laborers worked through the summer and fall getting the place 
in shape. By November of that year, a new furnace and blacksmith's shop 
had been erected, the old "coal house"had been torn down and a new one 
built, and the furnace stack had been repaired.9 Construction work seems 
to have continued through 1791, and the first batch of charcoal was 
probably burned the following spring. During this period and 
throughout the operation of the furnace by the partners, a substantial 
part of the supplies and skilled labor were obtained by John Potts from 
Hobart in Philadelphia.10 

The new Keep Triste Furnace had been in blast at least twice by the fall 
of 1792, when Potts reported to his Philadelphia partner that North had 
built a house over the water wheel so that he could continue his operation 
through the winter .11 By this time, Keep T riste Furnace appears to have 
become a substantial operation that included a working farm a new 
barn, and a functional grist mill. The inventory of the Keep Triste 
property made at the beginning of 1793 (Figure I) suggests that the 
operation may have employed as many as 50 people. 12 The company 

7 Potts to Hobart April 29, 1789; Memorandum of agreement, August 1789; Articles of 
Agreement between Potts, Hobart, Wilson, and George North, January I, 1790; Deed 
Book IO, pp. 174-176, Berkeley County, W.Va. 

8 Charles W. Snell, The Acquisition and Disposal of Public Lands of the U.S. Armor;, 
at Harper's Ferr;', West Virginia: 1796-1885, 2 vols. (Denver, Colo.: National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of Interior, December 1979), 2: 107-119 (Final Draft); Potts 
to Hobart, November 3, 1792. 

9 North to Hobart, July 20, 1790., October 6, 1790, October 25 1790· Francis Warrant 
to George North, November 10, 1790. 

10 North to Warrant, April I, 1791; Potts to Hobart, March 2, 1792. orth's order of 
supplies in April 1792 included 23 pounds of steel, 85 pairs of shoes, 6 mine riddles, 
and stove patterns. 

11 Potts to Hobart November 3 1792. 
12 Memorandum, January I, 1793 Potts Papers, Hagley Library, Wilmington, 

Delaware. 
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John Semple, is known to have used slave labor for cutting wood and 
making charcoal at this location. At the same time, some members of the 
Potts family appear to have been Quakers, and the owners of the f umace 
could have found other workers to petform these tasks. 

The year of 1793 seems to have been a productive one for the 
company, for the inventory of tools and provisions in January 1794 had 
increased and included 85 tons of pig iron, 150 cords of wood, 200 loads 
of charcoal, and stove plates, ovens, and various other castings. Bills for 
raising the mine as well as mining tools and carts appear on the inventory 
for the first time and indicate that pit mines were opened at Friend's 
Orebank in 1793. 13 Boats appear to have been used to move the ore 
downriver to the furnace. 

Some time during 1793, George North discovered another source of 
mineral wealth- marble. Samples were sent to Potts in Alexandria and 
then forwarded to Hobart in Philadelphia for examination. In the spring 
of 1794, Hobart enthusiastically answered Potts' query, noting 

I have had the Keeptryste marble polished by a stonecutter 
of eminence who pronounced it to be as good as any man 
need set his eyes on and it really appears very fine and 
beautiful and has been very generally admired . If it could be 
got round it would meet with a good market at Pottsgrove in 
particular. The stonecutter thinks it would be well to open 
the quarry as probably as much might be disposed of at 
present as would defray the expense and then the best of the 
stone would be ready against the demand as the Federal City 
should require a large supply. 14 

The exact site of this marble deposit is not known, although it was 
probably located near the mining operation on Friend's Orebank. The 
land approximately one mile north of the orebank contained marble 
that, according to tradition, was quarried and shipped to George Town 
for use in Federal buildings. However, this site, later known as Knott's 
quarry, was not owned by either Lee or the operators of Keep Triste 
Furnace at that time. Wherever it came from, ''Keeptryste marble'' 
became a frequent topic of discussion between Potts and Hobart, and 
several finished marble chimney pieces were eventually shipped to Potts 

13 Memorandum, January I, 1794 Potts Papers, Hagley Library, Wilmington, 
Delaware. 

14 Potts to Hobart, March 3, 1794. 
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fr m Philadelphia.1 e pite the keen intere tin thi re ource the marble 
d p it d not eem to ha e been worked exten i el while Pott wa 

o i ted ith Keep Tri te umace. 

The a ti itie f Great Britain in the We t lndie in 1794 and their 
eizure of neutral merican e el put merchant like Pott and Wil on 

in a precariou po it ion for man of their good were often aboard 
\' el and ould ha e been ubject to ea·rch and confi cation. The 
dangerou condition on the ea plu the threat of an embargo 
en uraged the partner to put additional effort into mining and 
pr ing local re ource . Writing to Hobart in April 1794 Pott 
r marked that 

I h 11 be among the number read to embark in a war tho' it 
uld be perculiarl injuriou to m bu ine at thi time & 

al dimini h the alue of propert I ha e in ve el at lea t 
one half tho' at the ame time the iron concern could I think 
re~~i e benefit .... If war i the re ult & commerce will cea e 
of c u e e mu t earch after ome other hop & penetrate 
th bo\•.1el of the earth in que t of omething to live on when 
the u ual our fail to uppl it. 16 

e p1te the in titution of an embargo in pril I 794~ the hope of Pott 
nd hi a i te ere rai ed b . ongre deci ion to order Alexandria 
nd e\1er l ther pl ce fortified again t in a ion and a quantit of 
nn n nd h t produ ed for the def en e of the e ite . Although Pott -

not d that annon uld not be made at Keep Tri te Furnace on 
c unt o the ro . bottom of the pig b d ' he belie ed the operation 

uld ·uppl , the go\1ernment ith h t, bomb hell ~ and grenade . 
tt ~ h pe. ere hort-liv d f r the ere ub tantially underbid b the 

Jer e , furn e and John Rutter o. of Penn lv·ania. t the ame 
time. h ir n bu in in general appeared to be thriving for Pott wa 
tr 1111 t p d up the con tru tion of h1 forge and litting mill at Great 
1= 11 nd t 1n r a e th --pacit f the Keep Tri te operation. During 
th prin f the m , r~ Hobart not d that the old furnace i again in 
I rn t --p --1-ri t .1 Hi mm nt ugge t not onl that the iron 
\\' r t ri t '>-'- ..., r win but al o th t the partner fir t built a 
ne\\' urn e nd th n re urbi h d the old one. 

1 I ot1 to li n , ,\p ril .. 6, I 9 
1 Pot o Ho n , 1 r h _ . I 4. 
1 r o t to ~tob n. t\p ril . I : Hoban 10 Pot pri, :!I I 94: Hobart to Pott~. June 

_7, I 9 . 
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Throughout the correspondence of Potts and Hobart, the men express 
their frustration over the lack of skilled labor in the Virginia area. 
Millwrights, masons, and founders appear to have been in short supply 
in the vicinity of Alexandria, Great Falls, and Harpers Ferry, for the men 
continually attempted to import materials and tools and to recruit 
workers from the Pennsylvania area. The large investments required to 
develop these new industries plus the difficulty of taking care of Potts' 
needs from Philadelphia finally took its toll on Hobart. In February of 
1795, he agreed to sell Potts his share of Keep Triste Furnace in exchange 
for 20,000 acres of land that Wilson and Potts had obtained near 
Clarksburg, West Virginia. Hobart may also have been motivated by the 
need to develop a promising copper mine in Pennsylvania. The exchange 
of property was completed by July of that year, although Hobart 
continued to supply his old partners for several years. 18 

During the summer of 1795, Potts' improvements at Great Falls and 
Keep Triste almost came to a standstill because there were not enough 
skilled workers to carry on the jobs. The appearance of yellow fever in 
Norfolk and the fear that it would sweep up the Potomac River seems to 
have been one factor in the labor shortage. Looking in Pennsylvania for 
workers to aid his ex-partner, Hobart wrote to Potts in October of that 
year that the man who was to travel south to put the new forge, furnace, 
and mills in order "positively declined and urged as an excuse that he 
heard it was sickly at this season of the year and that he could not get 
hands. ''19 

Most of the correspondence relating to Keep Triste Furnace ceased 
when Hobart sold his portion of the operation. However, the Furnace 
seems to have continued in operation until it was sold to the United 
States in 180o.20 

As a whole, the Potts-Hobart correspondence on Keep Triste Furnace 
is extremely valuable for the inf 01·1nation it reveals about the relationship 
between industry in the Eastern part of Jefferson County and 
commercial centers such as Philadephia and Alexandria. In addition, it 
helps to explain some of the developments taking place in Harper's Ferry 

18 Hobart to Potts, February 25, 1795 and April 19 1795; memorandum of agreement 
between Potts and Hobart, July 9 1795. Potts was also unable to find a suitable 
locksmith and a person capable of making tile moulds in Alexandria. 

19 Potts to Hobart, September 24, 1795· Hobart to Potts, October 1, 1795. 
20 Snell, A cquisition and Disposal, 2: 107-109, 111-119. The I 600 acres to which Lee 

referred was probably the land he acquired from the auction of the Semple estate. 



.. J t: ff t: r o 11 ou11t ,, Hi torica l • 
oc1et 55 -

at ,ippr ' imatel , the 'ame time. ore ample the rmory tendency' to 
}1ire killed worker"' from Penn _ 'l ania appear to be due to a , carcity of 
I --1 h Ip rather than to ome ort of regional prejudice. imilarl the 

rm ry' importation of iron ore from Penn yl\ania like the occa ional 
u .. e of imported re at Keep Tri te Furnace, sugge t that local iron wa 
not uitable f r ome a. pect of arm manufacture. 21 

l the ame time, 'everal other major que tion about the local iron 
indu t1y1 remain unan ered. 22 or example .. there eem to have been a 
la of ommunicat1on and commerce among Keep Tri te Furnace, 
1\ nti tam urna e'I and the Harper Ferry Armory that went deeper 
lhan the type of iron ore needed for certain operation . Political 
di ferer1ce among the major figure ma ha e been a contributing factor. 
In dditi n t be full under tood~ the growth of indu try in Jeffer on 

unt_ , during the l th century need to be examined in the context of 
mmer ial de\1elopment along the Potomac Ri er. Finally" the 

influenc e. erted n earl)' de elopment in Jeffer on Count by large 
landl1older - and "peculator uch as Henry Lee George Wa hington, 
nd ,er ham Ke}' hould be a fruitful topic for local hi torian . 

William D. Theriault 

21 1erritt R • mith, llarrJer~ l:'errJ Arn1orJ' a11cl 1l1e 'e,,· Tec/1110/og,t' (Ithaca: orncll 
ni, . Pre , I 96) _4_ . 

• mitl1 llor1 r: ferrJ r111 o r ) ' e. plorcs the relalion hip of the rmO()' to tcchnolog) 
1n ther part o the nation but doe not di cu Harper err~' in the context of 
indu ti)' in Jcffc c n ount_ or ,,,e lt,;rn 1ar)1land. tichael D. ·Thom .. on' 711t> lro ,1 
/11 /1 tr.) i11 fi1t"~ler11 \/ar_,,/011,i ( 19 6) in lud omc di u ion of the earl) iron 
indu ti)' in Jeffer on ount)' but doe not deal in depth \\'ith acti,1itic in Harper• , 
l·crf)' or other it along the ' ir inia ide of the Potomac Ri,,er. 
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The Halltown Chapel 

The Halltown Chapel is located on the old Smithfield, Charles Town 
and Harpers Ferry turnpike. The land was carved from the Lucas Farm, 
''Rion Hall". The deed for this property was made November 29, 1901 
between Daniel B. Lucas and his wife Lena T. Lucas, parties of the first 



unt ' I-I istori al 
• 

0 JCt\' 7 .. _, 

part and the ru tee of the Hallto n nion unday hool partie of 
tl1e c nd pan for the um of one dollar. Tho e Tru tee were T. C. 

reen eorge . . ter Daniel B. Luca , Frank 1icho1 , Morton 
helton Ro 1 lli n and illiam hite. 

hi mall hapel 
mmunit)' of Hallt 

the pulpit and the pe 
~tained gla ,.. window 

a de igned_ and built entirely by the black 
n. The e terior, the interior including the altar 

ere all the ork of local people. The lo,1ely 
ere gi en a memorial . 

I hi.~ cl1,11 I \\ ,l~ fi1 tu d a (t ~ und~l)' ~ "c l10 l ~t11d C\'e11tt1allJ' it 1rrc ·, 

into a on1munit hapel u ed b all denomination . Later it t·ell into 
di r pair and a "' abandoned for twent).1 ear . 

li\'C Braxton had attc11ded .. unda1' "chool in thi: chapel. he and her 
hu band, ran i" BraJ ton, thought it hould be re tored. All of the 

ri in 1 Bo,trd of ru ~tee ere gone but ome of their childre11 and 
r nd hildre11 were a,,ailable. ne, Board of ru~tee ~ a , f orn1cd 
on I ting of' _rne ' t e,x.1i~ R v. \\ alter 1 e\\'man Geo1·ge King, Fra11 'i 

Brc _:ton, and li,1e Bra ton. ~fhe ne l ' elected board borrowed $10 .. 000 
t t rt the proje t. 

It \\'a , found that the e t irginia Hi torical Pre enation 
ommi ...... i n \\11 uld gi e a grant of 5,000 if the building could be 

re to red to it original form. The rafter were repaired and a new hake 
r \ 1a~ ptit n. hen the indo ere rebuilt ju t a they had been 
ef r . e n, 1hile, the ru tee and intere ted people ere bu in fund 

rai "' in acti itie . he lo al garden club helped ith the land caping. 
-r·i nd ~ , nd n ighbor d nat d time and mane . 

... l .. hou 11 und re till n eded t retire the debt to re tore the tained 
ll,1 .. , 1indo, , b ind the alter and to in t 11 electrical ~'iring and other 

11\1 ni 11 ,,,r,, ... . en ugl1 of the work wa fini hed o that the proud 
11 ~ llt \•.1n mmunit} uld re pen it hapel on a , 23 19 3. gain it 
i 1ai1" bit: for mmunit .. ' pr ~e t number of edding .. ha\e been 
pt.=1· rn1c.::d h r re entl '· i 1tor re \\1 1 ome to ee th1 • Jeffer on 

u n t , 11 i r 1 [__ n d m r . 

B tt 
• a I .. 
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The Historic Shepherdstown 
Commission 

The people of Shepherdstown have long been proud of the town's 
historical and architectural heritage. The history of the Historic 
Shepherdstown Commission provides ample evidence of that pride and 
the commitment to preserve that heritage. 

The minutes of the Historic Shepherdstown Commission for 
September 21, 1958, state that ''several interested citizens of 
Shepherdstown met at the home of Frank Trump, Jr., to discuss the 
improvement and restoration of Shepherdstown. The group included: 
Dr. and Mrs. 0. S. Ikenberry, Arthur Prather, Albert Kave, Donald 
Fuss, and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Trump, Jr." 

It is interesting to reflect on the goals of this group in 1958. Many of 
these goals have been accomplished for so long that they are taken for 
granted today. The first goal was the improvement of the community 
appearance with an emphasis on painting and cleaning, the town lighting 
system, flowers, street signs, historic markers, and historic markers on 
buildings. The second goal was to open and improve the Old River Road 
from Harpers Ferry to Shepherdstown. The third was to establish a small 
museum ''to house displays of local historical interest and to serve as 
headquarters for out-of-town tourists who wish to tour this section. ''The 
publication of a brochure and postcards were the fourth and fifth goals. 
The sixth goal was to purchase the mill on High Street and convert it into 
an inn where meals and lodging would be provided. (The Bed and 
Breakfast ,boom anticipated!) The seventh goal was to interest the State 
of West Virginia in creating a state park in this area. The eighth goal, 
which continues to be elusive today, was ''to see Greater Shepherdstown 
incorporated within the city limits in order to facilitate the building of city 
streets, etc.'' 

The Historic Shepherdstown Commission next met on October 13, 
1958, in McMurran Hall with Chairman Frank Trump, Jr., presiding. 
The goals of the Commission were discussed and committees were 
fo1·111ed. Present at this meeting were Mr. and Mrs. Frank Trump Jr.; 
Arthur Prather; Tyler Brown; Lester Staley; William B. Snyder; Boyd 
Widmyer; Mr. and Mrs. K. W. Eutsler; Albert F. Kave; Miss Eleanor 
Potts; Mrs. H. H. Williams; Dr. 0. C. Stine· Mr. and Mrs. F. G. 
Welshans; Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Kenamond; Mrs. H. P. Schley; Miss 
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l_innie hie ,. i s ,1thcrine \1an etre~ Ra Harri • . . lonaker: 
I I ,,,ell 1n I tt : r. and ,tr.... . . . Ikenberry: . . Buckle~· Jo eph 

hif.r11ar1: '111d Rev. J hn l .,ink ... hepherd to n' educational in 'titution 
\\'ere \\ ell rep re 'Cnted. r. el~han a. principal of hep herd tO\\ln 

~ le1nent r~, ~ hool r. ut ler \\1a principal of hepherd to n High 
chool ,ind r. Ikenberr) \ a Pre ident of hepherd allege. 

tl1cr acti\1e 1nember in the ommi ion' earl year include Mr . 
\ 1 ed a . n1 it 11 1 i ◄ l i e Bi 11 m \'er, M r . 0. . tine, Mi Helen .. 
, Id borou 1 11, i.. Rach l n der r. and Mr . Ru ell White, and 
r. l-1 i r,1 n1 . iz more. 

uring the fir t tv.10 1,ear the ommi ion publi hed a brochure 
entitled, .. ' reeting fr m Hi toric hep herd to n, and encouraged the 
pla in, f bronze plaque in the hepherd Burial Ground and on the 
l1 u e \\lhere Ja n1 Rum e li "ed. 

In I 0, the ommi .. ion con idered purcha ing the chool hou e, 
n \\' n \\'n a the ree h ol, on the corner of Prince and ew 

tre t , f r l1eadquarter and the Hi tori hepherd town Mu eum. The 
building \Va eve11tuall , pur ha ed b the We t irginia Board of 
Regent , 11d i. n \\1 t1 "ed b)' heph rd allege for graduate chool 
p I gr a n1 t1 \ e. t i r gi n 1a n i \ er -- it)' . 

.. Ille mm1 1 n al took on the . . Po t Office Department and 
obJc tcd to the pr p ed de ign for the To n ne po t office. The 

omm1 ,on har,tct riz d th de 1gn a an ultra modern tructure with 
a flat r of .• , letter a , ent t the Po tma ter eneral reque ting a 
de i n n1 re in k cp1ng \\1ith th O\\ n architecture. ith the help of 
.. n t r Jenning R nd lph and R b rt B) rd, the de ign a re i ed. 

ln I 6_ the 81 nt nnial of hepherd town wa celebrated 1n 
njuncti n \1.1ith l1 phcrd 11 ge Homecoming elebration. The 

min u l n the \1cnt a. a ~great UC'"'D>C' '. 

r 11 1 .. rump. Jr., cr\1ed a pre ident fort o year ~ and a ucceeded 
' I r. • . . tin in ,emb r 1960. There I a gap 1n the minute 

thr u 111 I _. Re\'. ,J hn ri .. inger, Jr.~ pre ided over a meeting n Jul_, 
1 . I . 11 f\' d a pr Id n t until I 9 . 

I 11 I . tl1e mmi ion ondu red e\'eral ~u f ul ,val king tours 
h • ph ,,,n . .. l h th 1rad la f Im, reet ~ hool in rederick 

re i, , r .. 1 reatmt:nt. r. , n1c Price c ndu ted a \Valking tour. 
1 R~ er n J hn in er and _d,, rd . Roger ~ prin ipal of' 

t1c h rd t \\n Hi h 'h I gr t:l d th r up. 11emb r o the Rum C)' 
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Climbers 4-H Club, dressed in costume, met the group at the historic 
locations in the town. Betty' Restaurant and Max Jordan treated the 
boys and girls to coke . About 50 people attended a walking tour for the 
public in October. 

The Historic Shepherdstown Commission found a new focus in 1972 
when West Virginia Board of Regents revealed it intention to tear down 
Rum ey Hall on the corner of German and Pincess Streets. Over I 00 
people met at the Men's Club on August I to protest the decision and 
formu late trategies for overturning it. 

Go\1e r1101· Arch Moore inter·ceded and delayed demolition until 
alternatives could be explored. In 1973 Rumsey Hall was named to the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Donald Patterson headed the reactivated organization from 1973 to 
1978. The saving of Rumsey Hall became the group's first priority and 
the minutes describe an active earch for state or federal funds for 
restoration. Ben Schley, Charles Baseley and Gen. William Van Ryzin 
investigated many funding sources. 

In 1977 the Shepherdstown Beautification and Preservation 
Committee appointed by the Town Council in 1970, and the 
Shepherdstown Bicentennial Commission, organized in 1974, merged 
with the Historic Shepherdstown Commission. This consolidation gave 
the Commission new energy and purpose. 

Mayor Charles Boseley and the Town Council sought to acquire 
Rumsey Hall by lease or purchase. In 1978, an act of the West Virginia 
legislature provided for the sale of the Rumsey Hall by the Board of 
Regents to the Town of Shepherdstown for one dollar. At a town 
meeting on March 30, 1978, the townspeople voted that the town accept 
the building under these conditions. The Historic Shepherdstown 
Commission took the responsibility of accomplishing the building's 
restoration and offically leased the building from the town. Rumsey Hall 
was renamed following a suggestion by Miss Helen Goldsborough that 
Entler Hotel the original nar11e, was most appropriate. 

The subsequent activities of the Historic Shepherdstown Commission 
have been well documented in this publication. Aaron Browning served 
as president from 1978 to 1979, Terry Farrior from 1979 to 1982, and Ben 
Miller from 1982 to 1985. John Farrior is presently serving as president. 

Under the direction of John Farrior, the Entler Hotel has been 
extensively restored, although there is much yet to be done. State grants, 
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I ri,1,1tc g1·ant.·. c ntribu ion from the pu blic and hundred of hour C)f 

\' l u n t cc r I a b o h ~1 \ ' e e 1·e t e d .. pa f r ~ o 1111n u nit) a • t 1 \ it i ~ 11 d t l1 e 
I· i tori .. hepherds ovln u et1m. 

It hough c 11' r1ee of cu ha,1e ccurred o er the year ~ he me1nbe1 
oi tl1 l-li. tori , hcpl,e1·c '-.. o,,,n ommi , ion 11,t\1e re1n;ti n d c..,o mn11tt d 
o th in1pr en1e11t and 1·e,., torati,1n of h pherd. t \\ 11. ,, 

Bt i11, a c·ollel·ti<Jl1 <J( J1i .. 1c;1·i(·al 111a1erial ancl re/e, ,a,1I o/J.ser ,,arion.\ <Jt1 .. 

. I <~1·:011 0 11111} · oll£'1·etl h, 1l1e Eclito,· /01· 1l1e delec·tatio,1 o/' /1i~· 1·eade1·.'l . . . .. 

(J11 < c·c ·ti. ic11 tJ. I it'<'l'. • ('<J111t'' 10 /1(111ci. 771l' eclito,- ,,.e<;JJl>c~(full.1· urge.,· ,·eac/er. 
fl . z1/J111i, c·o1111·il ,,ii J /1., T<> T1·i\ itJ. 

H 

l1~1rle.. I 11. . \~ all l\.n ,, . i .. ~1 rcr11,1r ' ~lb1e ittlc i)l,1ce. but it 1 

ci ubttL1l l1ctl1cr \\c: re lizc ju t 111\\ \\ f)Jld r tll i'" i r1 111an \\ ,l~ . 

i,·,-- t. er ,i e t'\ l l\\ 11, 11 tl1e"e 1lll>tlc1· 1 ti111~ \\ l1i ' 11 C<.1n Bra~g < f ~1 

:,I r L11d t 1" and Hedge ~ too. 'ot 0111, . , "1111 \\e do tl1i . . bt1t ,1I o 
0 C , e ~ r1 d 1:, a r 1· r· t t .. 1 111 , ·l ~ ' : .. • • • f'"' ' '-- '1 • 1 e .. : • 11 

• • n. ~ .• • f gt \.11 1 • ·-••'-- ...... '- ,1.Jl I ll_. 

,, 'l a ~ . ni..! . ... t !i ' '- 11 ,11 c)() t:>x :.r,,,--- a ! :'-- c\: t'l re.}., · ·c, ·,1r·-· 
4... • 

• 

1 t . . :. . t I \ < I . f ti . ei n , Rid r. . ~ > 1 
• 

•• •• , . 
\ It 

l a :. tl1 1 " ,- 11 • ah ,tre I ,1 er !1J gt·t , er lar1d ~lt 

i. 11. e • 11 • n ti i r 1 c , i t 11 I e " u rt: . ~ u r r \ , o r 1. • a ri 1n n1 l 1 l e i t \ 
• 

tc \J • , nd \\C h \ t 1erch, nt .. ainl-_i· , .. i h . . 1 i1ler\. l "'a\11 1·'" .. 
• 

1~1 .. ln, , r· zi _ B ~ r~.. ke nd Bull 1 . .. al .. ) a ~ len1an, \ h 
~•I \ ~l\ .. l!i . a t=ut n. nt:\1Cf rl [_ittlt:t n. 0 let no ne 1oc at u for a -
I· z, 0111111uni . -

1\ .. r ll r di c:r-.:i 
,. e 111 , hi 11 i 

r mt: u r I- l It: r l i l H Ll 11 . ~1 n d l.J u k e o u t 
und \ 1 l, n in tl1 B \\' r ~tr1 i Bt1. h 11ear tl1e 
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Timberlake, just across the Brooke at the Eddy. Campbells, and an 
occasional Fowle and Wolfe are seen, with some Cranes, Martins and 
Hawks, which the Hunters Riddle with shot. We Grantham Moore 
liberty in regard to this sport than is common in most communities 
(perhaps because we have a Grandstaff of town officers) for usually the 
authorities get ''Hooff-y'' if one tries even to Ronemous, and would 
Landis in jail Wright Quick. Our inhabitants (who are of several Hughes 
being White, Green and Brown) are in most respects like those of other 
places. Some of the men Ware Beards, tho' a majority do not, and most 
of them either Chew or smoke, some of the ladies sing and Carroll; some 
Reed light literature, while others are interested in the Pages of history. 
Just now most of the children Beller, for recently they have Albin 
vaccinated. One fond mother insists that Herz do not. We Aisquith Hall 
respect that this doting parent Wire or Kable us her Childs name. We 
welcome Alfriends to our Holmes. No hate Burns in our hearts, (which is 
indeed a Blessing) only kindly feelings Blume there, tho' we will not 
attempt to Glaize over the fact that we can always Perry a blow from a 
stranger. Finally- we acknowledge no Pryor claim to our affections, nor 
Neill at any shrine except that our our "Fust Love." 

Charles Town 
''X. Y .Z. '' 

Farmers Advocate, Charles Town, W. Va. April 5, 1913. 

Cecil D. Eby 
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Summer Picnic 

Fro,1 t }" a rel. R i(·l1 i, 100,i Hal I, I 906 

--1-he Hi tor1cal ~ c) iet)' annual ummer picnic \'\.a held ugu t 6 19 6 
at R1ch\,1ood Hall, home of r. and r . Brower Murph_. Located off 
R ut I. on ' ulli,1an Road, member and gue t enjo)1ed the graciou 
110 pitalit.1 o tl1e ho:t and ho te . . tent on the beautiful lawn added 

m rt or tl10 t , i hing t eat out ide. ood a ~ plentiful and had a 
t • 1 t c o th "do\\' n ho m c.. ,,a r1 et , . 

• 

1 ter r a ming the ground .. , 1 1tor \\'ere in\1ited to to11r the lo\1ely 
h n1e \\1l1i ~h il1e urph) ha,,e re tored. redecorated and f urni hed v.1ith 
pt:ri urniturc. , me addition ha\1e al o been made. 

I i h\\'O d Hall ha~ be: 11 tt1c home of 'everal member .. of the 
\\1a hin t n famil '· --i-h lar1d \\1a deeded to org a hington from 
I ... rd ,1ir a,'. ,c r ,e old it t( hi brother ~ ~amuel \llho deeded it to hi 

n ~ \\1ren t: 1 ugti tine \\1a hington \~1ho took 0\1er the plantation in 
I . 1lt i n ' r1 \\'n : t i}' \\'t1en the n1an ion hou e \\1a built but it 
mt1 h' ,, t:11 arot1nd tl1a1 ti111c ,1 letter trom ~a\\1rence to hi "' children 
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years later state that he met their mother at that time and soon became 
eng~ .. ged in fa111~1ing his estate and housekeeping. 

In 1802 La,vrence sold Richwood Hall to Smith Slaughter. It is 
possible that Slaughter added to the old brick hou e and made such 
impro-✓ements as to raise the taxes considerably. 

This property has seen many changes in ownership. Among them Mr. 
and Mrs. John (Jack) Ramey shown in the picture with their daughter 
Mazie Ramey (Watson). This picture was taken about 1906 on the front 
lawn of Richwood Hall during the approximately forty year period the 
Rameys owned the estate. A row of five or six carriage houses with a 
blacksmith shop attached was located at the left side of the house. Dr. 
Millard K Bt1shong in his book, Historic Jefferson County, says, ''it is 
believed that the hou~ received its name from the handsome woodwork 
in the interior.'' 

Jefferson county is indebted to Mr. and Mrs. Murphy for their interest 
in the preservation of thi county Historic Landmark. 

Florence H. Moore 

The editor renew his plea for contribution of articles to the 
periodical. By this time, all Society members are a ware of the delays in 
compiling this issue because of the dearth of timely contribt1tions by 
September 30. Society members ,~lho have 01· who wili have produced 
worthwhile written article on any phase of Jefferson r o ur1t)' hi~tor1• a1~e 

encouraged to ubmit them for consicleration. It is a trui -- n1 t ) 11ote that 

th quality· of the 1vlaKazine will onl • b as good as th article~ that are 
considered for publication. 

Bera1-1 e of tl1e potential of this periodical as ai1 outlet f 01· 111aterial 
about Jefferson County that might never be printed, the editor has 
instituted in this issue a Trivia section. Your attention is directed to his 
new feature. 

Finally, members are reminded of the excellent genealogical 
publication on the Hendricks family entitled Desc·endant.~ of Albert(us) 
Hetzd,·icks(on), by Florence Hendricks Moore. Mrs. Moore, a stalwart 
member of the Society, has produced a model genealogical publication. 


