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History of Friend's Ore bank 
and Keeptryst Furnace 

The area known as the Orebank, lying approximately I mile east of 
Bakerton on the Potomac, is the site of one of the earliest and longest 
operating iron mines in West Virginia. Early explorers had identified 
this location and several others along the Potomac and Shenandoah 
Rivers as worthy of development, for it had all the ingredients necessary 
for nurturing an infant iron industry: iron ore, limestone, water, and 
wood. 

The iron ore (brown hematite), mixed with red clay, formed a layer 
from I to 20 feet deep, and ledges of brown boulder hetamite up to 2 feet 
thick laced the area. Beneath the iron ore lay Tomstown dolomite, a 
low-silica limestone that is excellent for building and lining fumaces. 1 

The limestone was also used in the smelting process. The plentiful water 
supply was necessary for the ore-washing and smelting, and, since the 
roads were poor, the Potomac provided a means of transporting 
products to the market. The local hardwoods could be used to make 
charcoal for smelting the ore. 

The Orebank was originally settled by Israel Friend, a Quaker, who 
obtained a regal grant of 300 acres for the governor of Virginia in 1734 
as part of his effort to secure most of the iron-rich land along both sides 
of the Potomac. Seven years earlier, in 1727, he had received a deed 
from the Indian chiefs of the Five Nations to property at the mouth of 
Antietam Creek.2 Henceforth, the histories of Friend's Orebank and 
Antietam Creek were to be closely linked. 

By 1737, Friend probably had erected a stone house , which he called 
''Keeptryst, '' on the Orebank property.3 The house is still standing and is 
one of the oldest buildings in Jefferson County. At approximately the 

1 Grimsley, G.P. West Virginia Geological Survey. Vol. IV. Morgantown: Acme 
Publishing Co., I 909~ pp. 275-276; West Virginia Geological Survey. Vol. XI 1. 
Parkersburg: Scholl Printing Co., 1939; pp. 7-8 

2 G., C.S. "Iron Industry in Jefferson County.'' Magazine of the Jefferson County 
Historical Society (MJCHS). 30: 18; Dec. 1964; Isabel Robbins Ward , "Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal " D. A . R . Magazine, Oct. 1964. 

3 G., C.S., p. 17. The inference is drawn from the appearance of Keeptryst on the 1737 
Map of the orthem eek of Virginia (Gooch). A photograph of the Israel Friend 
House appears in the previously cited ''Iron Industry in Jefferson County," published 
in the 1964 issue of MJCHS. 
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ame time, he began mining iron ore at thi ite. The de tination of the 
iron ore during the initial operation i not clear. It may ha e been ent to 
a rge n riend' ntietam Creek property. 

riend old a portion of hi original grant in 1745. After his death in 
175 the remaining propert wa di ided among hi three son . In 1763 
John emple o ner of the Occoquan Iron Works bought two tracts of 
land from riend' on .4 One wa at the junction of Elk Run and the 
Potomac Ri er near the pre ent Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
underpa on Bakerton Road. The other wa located on the 

aryland ide of the Potomac near the mouth of Antietam Creek. 
Both ite had the ater power neces ary for operating a furnace and the 

aryland ite contained iron ore depo it . 

Other de eloper imultaneou ly recognized the potential of the 
irginia and Maryland ore bank . David Ro s, Samuel Beall Jr., 

Richard Hende on and Jo eph Chapline formed a company in 1763 
• ith the intention of mining and melting iron ore.5 Chapline had 
ub tantial holding on both ide of the Potomac. 

During the fallowing year Semple erected a furnace on his Virginia 
prop rt old part of hi Maryland tract to Ro and colleagues, 
a quired ome of their land on the Virginia ide of the river, and 
r i ·ed a patent at ''Keep Trie t" for 10,202 acres.6 He al o agreed to 
uppl , the forge at nt1etam Creek with up to 300 ton of pig iron per 
• ear· emple a to deliver it to Knott' i land. 

The characteri tic of emple' Keep Try t Furnace are not known, 
but contemporary bla t furnace were u ually 30 to 40 feet high and 15 
to 20 feet quare at their ba e. The facing of the furnace wa probably 
built from readil a ailable tone and the in ide lined with firebrick or 

nd tone. ormall the e tructure were built against a bank so that 
the furna e could ea il be charged· a co ered bridge wa built from the 
ban to the furnace throat. to rage building for charcoal and ore 
would ha\1e b en located at the top of the bank and the area at the ba e 
of the fuma e a no1111all occupied b a ca ting hou e and a bellow . 

he b llo pro idin the air bla t to the furnace would ha e been 

◄ 'oni J . . Hi 10, of tl1 Lo,, er he11andoah i/o/le ,. I 90: p. I ; ill Book 2, p. 92 
~-fore rederi • ount , oun: Michael D.Thomp~ on~ Histor} of the Iron lndus1r_)' 
in 1f1e 1er,1 1arJ1la11d. 1976. p. 0. 

nomp n, p. . 

llomp n. pp. O. ____ . 
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powered by a water wheel.7 Since an operation of this size would require 
approximately 8 to 10 workers, a small community was probably 
located at the site. 

The furnaces were first filled with charcoal, lighted from the throat, 
refilled, and allowed to bum up to the throat. Then they were filled with 
alternating layers of charcoal, ore, and limestone. On the the average, it 
took 174 bushels of charcoal, 5,172 pounds of iron ore, and I, 558 
pounds of limestone to make one ton of pig iron. While a furnace was in 
blast, it required approximately 800 bushels of charcoal per day, the 
equivalent of an acre of 20- to 25-year-old hardwood timber.8 The large 
tracts of land acquired by Semple and his Maryland competitors served 
largely to supply the operations with charcoal. 

Striving to keep pace with Semple, Ross and company entered into 
an agreement to build their own furnace at Antietam Creek. It was 
probably not in operation until after 1767, for at that time they were 
contesting Semple's refusal to supply them with pig iron.9 Apparently, 
Semple had constructed his own forge or found other outlets for his 
iron. The dispute was settled by arbitration in Semple's favor. 

During the rest of the century, ownership of Antietam Iron Works 
became more consolidated while that of Keeptryst fragmented . . 

Chapline's quarter interest in the Antietam operation, including his 
holdings on the Virginia side of the river, were bought by Ross in 1769 
upon Chapline's death. When Beall died in 1790, his quarter interest in 
was purchased by Henderson. Meanwhile, Semple was heavily in debt 
to his brother-in-law, James Lawson, and died in 1773 in the midst of a 
court struggle with Lawson over the control of the Semple estate. 10 

At least 1,600 acres of Semple's holdings, including Friend's stone 
house, nearby iron ore deposits, and the Keeptryst Furnace Tract, were 
purchased by Henry Lee (later known as General "Light Horse Harry'' 
Lee). Lee subsequently sold the right to mine iron ore on part of the 
property to John Potts, William Wilson, George North, and Robert 

7 Grimsley, pp. 77-78; Thompson, pp. 2-3. 
8 Thompson, pp. 7, 8-9. 
9 G., C.S., p. 18; Henry T. McDonald, "The Armory and Arsenal at Harper's Ferry," 

MJCHS 2:12; Dec. 1936; Thompson, p. 20. 
1 o Thompson, pp. 20, 31, 34. 
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Hob ·rt . i hundred acre of 11,._J""e' holding were lea ed to olonel 
Burg B 11. 11 

uring the 1790 the nited tate elected Harper Ferry a the 
'ite for the ne national a1·1r1o r and imultaneou ly e aluated the 

.. urrounding area fo r re ource that could upport the a1111ory 
peration. George a hington appear to ha e been in trumental in 

the o ernment acqui ition of the Orebank and Furnace propertie . 
a hington a quite familiar with the area having participated in the 

airfa urve . John emple had cha en him a one of the potential 
arbitr tor fo r ettling di pute o er f umi hing pig iron to Antietam 
Ir n ork .12 uthe11nore olonelBurge Ball (wholea edpartofthe 

rebank) a a relati e of Wa hington and General Henry Lee (who 
o ned the Orebank and Keeptry t propertie ) wa a clo e friend . 

riting to ecretary of War Timothy Pickering in 1795 Wa hington 
n t d that\ Genl . Henr Lee ... I ha e no doubt will di po e of hi right 
on ery rea onable te11n . '13 

The C nited tate purcha ed the Orebank and Furnace propertie 
and btained right to dig iron ore from Lee, Pott Wil on and orth 
in 1 00. Hobart had old hi hare to Wilson earlier in the year. 14 

11 t the time of emple • death. Philip Ludwell Lee held the mortgage to the f umace 
tract. The propen}' , a ub equentl bought b Richard Bland Lee and conve ed to 
Henry Lee. ,...__,,._e: ed of George orth, 1lliam W1l on, John Pott , and other , 
con,1e 1in to the ·n1ted tate the nght to dig iron ore on Friend' Ore Bank and the 
.21-acre eep I) t urnace Tract. June 20, I 00. Reprinted in Charle W. nell, The 

cqi1i irio,1 a11d DlSpo al of Public Land of rJ1e .. ArmorJ1at Harper 's Ferrv, West 
11irgi11ia: I 96-1 5 ol. 11 n\1er, olo : ational Park ervice, . . Department 
of Interior, ember 19 9: pp. 110-116 ( inal Draft). George Wa hington, Letter to 

retal)' of tate imoth)' Pickering eptember 16, 1795 Reprinted in The Writings 
of eorge U'a J1ingron, John . itzpatrLck, ed. a h1ngton, D : ol 34. pp. 307-
0 . 

1 • Thomp on, pp . ... 4-26. 
1 \'. , hington. l. .. ettcr to Timoth~' Pie ering eptember 16~ 1795. 
14 ed. ~a ' . I 00, con,,e,,in to the nited tate from Henr l ... ee and other .. the ., 

ri ht lo di iron ore on 1,600 acre of land at riend' Ore Bank~ Deed June I, 
I on,, )'in to he nited tat from \Villiam \\111 on and other four acre 
ne r K p r)' l '"'urn ce; ed, June 20, I 00, con,,ey1ng to the nited tate 
rom orth, ii on. and Pott the right to dig iron ore of Friend, Ore Ban and 
_ I er at Keep Tr t urnace; reprinted in nell. cquisitio,1 a11d Di posal, \ ' ol . 

11 , pp. 10 -119. 
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In retrospect, the government's acquisition of the Orebank and 
Furnace properties was probably a mistake. Thomas Jefferson 
apparently shared this view, for he noted in 1802 that 

Whether this method of supplying what may be wanted will 
be the most advisable or that purchasing at market where 
competition brings everything to its proper level of price 
and quality is for the legislature to decide, and if the latter 
alternative be pref erred, it will rest for their further 
consideration in what way the subjects of this purchase may 
be best employed or disposed of. 15 

The supply of timber (and therefore charcoal) at the two sites was 
limited,16 making the long-terrn, independent operation of the furnace 
impractical. 

The government purchase of the Furnace property marks the end of 
smelting operations at that site. Between 1800 and 1818, part of the 
Furnace tract was leased by John and Philip Strider, who constructed a 
flour warehouse and a sawmill. The area known as ''Furnace far1n''was 
leased by Jessee Moore in 1809. The furnace bellows, various pieces of 
equipment, and available cast and wrought iron were bought by 
Ferdinando Fairfax between 1809 and 181 I. The property was 
purchased by John Peacher in 1819.17 Henceforth, the Orebank would 
be an adjunct to iron works in Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

During the period of decline at Keeptryst Furnace, the Antietam Iron 
works was also undergoing substantial change. In debt, owner Richard 
Henderson was forced in 1802 to give John Ritchie control of the 
operation. Ritchie sold the ''Keep Triest" (Orebank) tract to pay debts. 
After Henderson's death, the iron works were bought by John 
McPherson and John Brien of Frederick County, Maryland. By 1815, 
the owners had enlarged and improved the operation, and ore from 

15 Jefferson, Thomas. February 2, 1802. Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol. I; 
cited in McDonald, p. I 0. 

16 Roach, James C. "Keep Tryste Furnace Tract.,., Notes compiled from various sources 
in the files of the Harper's Ferry National Park, August 1971. 

17 Letter from Paymaster Samuel Annin to War Department. June 30, 1809; U.S. 
Statutes at Large. Fifth Congress. Sess. II . March 3, 1819, Chapter 90, p. 521; 
Jefferson County, Virginia, Deed Book 23, pp. 178-179. 
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riend Ore bank a being u ed at thier f umace. pon McPher on' 
death in 18 3 John cPherson Brien bought hi grandfather' part of 
the operation which contained the 'Keep Trie t" tract.18 

ean hile that portion of the Orebank owned by the United tate 
had not be n u ed to upport the Harper' Ferry Ar111ory. Writing to 

ecretary of War B. H. Butler in I 37 the Chief of Ordnance at Harper's 
e- olonel George Bomf ord noted that 

... althought a ery large um wa paid by the War 
epartment for thi right to dig iron ore ... and although 

the ore i con idered a of the very fir t quality yet it ha 
ne er been made a ailable to the U.S. and unles the 

ational I 1r1ory hould be e tabli hed ( omewhere in the 
neighborhood) it probabl ne er can be. 19 

During the ummer of the ame year an effort wa made to u e the ore 
to the rrnory' ad antage. Thoma C. Miller of Getty burg 
Penn I ania, entered into an agreement with the government and 
a ured Born.ford that 'Already I have removed two tons.'YlO 

nf ortunatel Brien al o claimed the right to dig ore at the ame pot 
nd forced Miller' men off the tract. The di pute wa ettled in court. 

he ntietam Iron Work continued to make u e of the Orebank 
thr ughout the 1 40' and mo t of the 1850' although the property 
hanged hand e eral time and the owner faced eriou financial 

problem . Ore dug at the ite wa mo ed up tream to Brien' Ferry ( one 
mile1 belov the mouth of ntietam reek) taken aero the Potomac, 
and then tran ported aero the canal via a bridge. According to the 
I 50 en u the Keep Trie t operation then employed eight men· 

~ 00 ton of r had been mined during the ear. Brien' Maryland 

1 "Jnomp on, pp. . 6-3 ; IJ1a. /1i11g1011 Cou11tJ' /_.a11cJ R ortl Book, ol . 00. pp. 656-
• 

19 l tter. J nuar , I . I r m ol. Jeorge Born ord to B. H. Butler. Reprinted in 
ncll, cqi,i i1io11 011d Di /JO al, I p. 9. 

0 I eltcr, Jul}• .L..'lc •• I '\ , from lboma... . tiller to ol. ,eorge Bomf ord. Reprinted i ,1 

n 11, tcqt1i i1io11 a11d DL po al, I, p. ". 
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operation was manned by both white workers and slaves,21 and some 
slave labor was probably used at the Orebank throughout the first half 
of the nineteenth century. 

The first local use of chloroform as an anaesthetic occured at the 
Orebank during this period. Dr. John Reynolds of Shepherdstown, 
assisted by Ors. Butler and Taylor, amputated the leg of an Irish 
workman at this site on March 1, 1848.22 The chloroform had been 
obtained from Baltimore. 

The Antietam Iron works closed temporarily in 1858, and it is 
unlikely that ore digging or smelting operations continued during the 
Civil War, for both Harper's Ferry and the riverbank north to 
Shepherdstown changed hands numerous times during this period. The 
stone house at the Orebank was used as a military hospital during the 
war. Most of the machinery at the a1·1nory was destroyed or moved 
South at this time, and Confederate forces repeatedly tore up railroad 
tracks, destroyed rollingstock, and disrupted transportation of the 
rivers and highways. Manpower would have been scarce. 

On November 30, 1869, the United States sold timber and mineral 
rights and property previously acquired for the operation of the ar1nory. 
The right to dig iron ore on the 1,600 acres, purchased by the 
government in 1800, was offered for sale at the price of $13,000. It was 
purchased by W.C. Bradley of Maryland for 13,100.23 However, the 
land on which most of the iron ore deposits were located was owned by 
Daniel V. Ahl and John A. Ahl, who purchased the Antietam Iron 
Works (including part of the Orebank) in 1864. 

21 In 1841, Brien had to mortgage his half interest in Antietam Iron Works to Robert 
Gilmore so that he could buy his father's share of the operation. Gilmore was forced to 
take over the business in 1843 when Brien was unable to pay the mortgage. Part of the 
Iron Works was sold in 1848 to pay Brien's debts; Brien was able to buy back 1,300 
acres of the property the same year, but the Orebank was no longer included in his 
holdings. (Gilmore is shown as the owner of the Orebank on the 1852 S. Howell 
Brown Map of Jefferson County.) Brien died in 1849. Thereafter, the Iron Works were 
owned by William B. Clark ( 1853), who sold one half interest in the property to Levi 
Easton ( 1855). After Clark's death, Easton sold his interest to John Horine ( 1856). The 
Iron Works was purchased by Daniel V. Ahl from Horine's son in 1864; during the 
same year, Dr. John A. Ahl became a partner in the operation. See Thompson, pp. 89, 
92-98;. Census of 1850. Marshal's Report on Manufacturers, Washington County, 
Maryland; Jean Libby, Black Voices from Harper's Ferry: Osborne Anderson and the 
John Brown Raid. Palo Alto Calif.: Published by the Author, 1979; pp. 88-89. 

22 Shepherdstown Register, January 9, 1881 (Obituary of Dr. John Reynolds). 
23 McDonald, p. 19; Shepherdstown Register, December 4, 1869. 
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·nee tent of mining operation at the Ore bank immediately after the 
i ii ar i uncertain but it wa clo ed from approximately 1874 to 

I . 24 h ntietam Iron Work wa in operation until 1886 being 
rented b , Quitman Parker hi . When the Iron Work failed in 1886 
Thoma . Ahl purcha ed 96 acre of the Orebank and began 
modernizing the operation. 

_rlier operator had u ed iron rake to remove the ore from the 
earth~ an inefficient proce that extracted only about one-half of the 
u able ore. The new owner extended the railroad pur (brought in from 

ngle b • the a hington Building and Lime Company) to the ri er 
propert . B , I 90 he had hired W.C. Foreman a miner with 24 years' 
e perience in the bu ine . to uperi,ntend the operation. About 25 men 
v.1ere emplo ed at the time~ mo t of them Ii ing on the Maryland ide of 
the Potomac. Of the hl' 95 acre trace approximately 55 acre were 
e timated to contain u able ore. According to a contemporary ource 

he ore, hich compri e almo t the entire hill, i ea ily mined. It i 
loaded onto mall car , drawn b team up an inclined plane dumped 
into the big a her, the dirt and ref u e cleaned out then drawn again 
into the car , hich are pulled up to a platform along the railroad and 
the ore i finall dumped into the cars . .. 5 Mo t of the ore wa being 
hipped t Baltimore, with ome going to a furnace at Dunbar 

Penn ,1 ania. t that time there were plan to con truct a new inclined 
plane pand the equipment and build hou e to accommodate the 

orker . 
he propert ov ned b Jacob . Moler north of the Ahl' operation 

h d bp.p,n quarried previou 1)1 but a not in u e in I 90. Apparently 
ther \\'a till plent of iron ore at thi ite becau ea reporter wa told 
that II 1ou ha\e to do i take a pick and dig into the ground and out 
r 11 the or .. -0 The land a then being e amined by Baltimore 

pital1 t , \: ith an e)1e to lea ing it . 
J hn oore became uperintendent in l 96 or king for the new 

O\\n r, J eph .Thr pp.2 . oore' daughter Juanita Moore Horn 

• "/1 I l,t,rc/.,10 , ·11 Rt?gi,ter. ll\cn1ber _ . I 90. 

• """/1 1JJl1 r,l 10,,·11 I~ gi I r, , cn1ber ~ I 90. 

4,

6 /1 c. 11J1erct,10,i'11 l~e ,; ter. ' , cn1bcr _ . I 0. 

• lntcnic , ,,•itl1 .. Juanit, 1 1 fl: l1 orn, J\ pril _J_ 19 4. 
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said that her father had previously worked for John Flanagan, who 
owned a stone quarry on the Potomac River between the Orebank and 
River Bend. Moore boated stone down the river and lived on board the 
boat with his wife, Nora Welch Moore, and their two children. 

After taking the new job, John Moore initially lived in a house owned 
by John Flanagan, but the same year he purchased 25 acres of land 
north of the Ore bank from Adam Moler and built the house still 
occupied by Mark and Juanita Horn. Juanita Moore, the youngest of 
eight children, was born in the house in 1904. She remembers seeing the 
quarry owners frequently as a girl, for her mother used to make dinner 
for them whenever they came to inspect the operation. A 1909 letter 
from Joseph E. Thropp, Sr., bears the address: ''John Moore, Supt., 
Antietam Mines, Harper's Ferry, West Virginia," and suggests that 
Thro pp also owned the iron ore works at Antietam Creek. 28 The 
letterhead lists Joseph E. Thropp, Jr., as General Manager of the 
Earls ton and Saxton furnaces in Earlston (Bedford County), 
Pennsylvania. George W. Hughes was listed as Assistant Manager. 

At this time, the Ore bank was the only operating iron mine in West 
Virginia. One ore vein, opened to a depth of 88 feet by 1890, had by this 
time been delved to a depth of 140 feet. Fifty to 60 men were employed 
at the time, and a small engine was used to haul the iron ore from the pits 
to two washers. The washing plant, run by Ben Huff, used a steam­
driven pump to draw water from the river and separate the ore from the 
clay. The mud residue was channeled off to the bank on moveable metal 
flumes. As a result of the washing operation, mud deposits accumulated 
to a depth of 20 feet, forming what was known as the "Mud dam". The ore­
washing operation tinged the Potomac River red on the West Virginia 
side as far down as Harper's Ferry.29 The washed ore was shipped to a 
f umace at Earlston, Pennsylvania, where it was combined with lake 
ores. 

During this period, the Orebank had developed into a working 
community that included a store, a post office, a telephone ( one of three 
in the area), and several houses for workers.30 The store and post office 

28 Interview with Juanita Moore Hom, April 23, 1984. 
29 Grimsley, pp.275-276; Interview with Juanita Moore Hom; G., C.S., p. 18. 
30 Interview with Juanita Moore Hom. 
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\J er run b , Jack Boyers. George Ga and Grover Hardin lived in two of 
the three mall frame hou e on the property and there wa a barn to 
hou e li tock. pproximately five hantie had been built on the 
pr pert , for rker who ta ed at the quarry during the week and 

ent home on the weekend • mo t of the e people came from across 
the Potomac River in Maryland. 

hile John Moore wa uperintendent the I rael Friend House wa 
fir t occupied b the Eaton family. At the time the hou e had two 
u~ble entrance , one on the ground floor facing the river and 
another on the third (top) floor that wa reached by a wooden 
drawbridge from the bank behind. The hou e wa later occupied by 

eorg a hington "Pappy'' Jone and hi family. Jone had 
pre\·iou 1 worked with John Moore, moving tone from Flanagan' 
Quarry do n the Potomac and he and his family had also lived ona house­
bo t. Jone came to work at the quarry after Moore became 
u pe rintendent. 31 

The Orebank property wa old to the Everett Saxton Company of 
Penn lvania in 1925· it had been in the hands of a receiver for a year or 
more. Thrapp operation had cea ed everal years before. The property 
containing the tone hou e wa owned by the avior family from 
appro • matel 1940 to 1960.32 The parcel north of the house wa initially 
pur ha ed b the power company and then Robert Ma on of Bakerton· 
thi area i no known a Glen Haven. 

r. Jone \ a till li ing in the tone hou e in 1952 at the age of 90 
and he continued to li e there until hi death appro imately three years 
later.33 r. Jon a one of the la t people to occup the hou e. The 
h u e i no o ned b edric ulli an of Bakerton and the ite of the 
\\1a hing plant i on adjoining property no owned by Mr. and Mr . 
\: lter ool. 

illiam D. Theriault Ph.D. 

1 Jnten,ic, , \\1th Juanita 11oorc Horn. 
2 J1epl1er 101,n Re i 1er, -.r-,cmb r 10~ 19- : Inten1iey,, \ ith Juanita oore Horn. 

pirit of J ffc,?l 0 11 <lvocate, eb. 21. 19 . 



22 The Magazine of the 

ABRAHAM DAVENPORT, SR. 
1714-1789 

Abraham Davenport, Sr. of Berkeley County Virginia was born in 
England on May 28, 1714.1 Therearethreetheoriesofhowandwhenhe 
came to America. The first theory of Abraham being a descendant of 
Reverand John Davenport of New Haven, Connecticut has been 
reasonably proven via lineages to be false. The second theory, proposed 
by H.B. Davenport in his book, states that an Abraham Davenport was 
registered as a blacksmith who migrated from England to St. Marys 
County, Maryland, where he eventually became a magistrate appointed 
by King George 111.2 A last theory is based on records which give 
evidence that he was a convicted felon, transported by the British 
government as an indentured seivant. When evidence supporting all 
three theories is weighed, it appears that a combination of the later two 
theories best illustrates a plausible account of Abraham's migration and 
the establishment of the family's decending lines in Jefferson County, 
West Virginia. 

To elaborate this account, Abraham Davenport was tried on 
December 9, 1737, for stealing goods worth seven Pounds from the 
house of Henry Wall of St. Dunstan in the West. It was Wall who 
prosecuted him with Thomas Gray as a witness. According to records, it 
was alleged that the silver mug had been sold to Thomas Gray the Elder. 
Gray's son, Thomas Gray the Younger, a silversmith ofWhitechapel, in 
contrast to his father's testimony, affirmed that he knew nothing of the 
matter. Both Gray's were Quakers. Subsequently, Abraham was found 
guilty and sentenced to be hanged at the infamous prison Newgate. 
Later, however, on January 16, 1738, he was pardoned and given 
fourteen years indentured servitude in America.3 He was transported on 
the Galley ''Forward", piloted by John Magier, which was destined for 
Maryland or Virginia. Thus, nearly six months later when he was 
received on June 9, 1738 and left for America on June 18, 1738.4 His 
arrival in America probably occurred during August of that year. 

1 Marriage Scrolls - dates 17 57, 11 x 14 inches containing birthdates of family 
members and a prayer by St. Matthew Hale. 

2 Davenport, H.B. - Genealogy of the Davenport family and Connections, 1947. p. 6. 
3 London Records Office, Sessions, 9, Dec. 1737. 
4 Kaminkow, Marion J. A List of Emigrants from England to America 1719-1759. 
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t thi time and prior to the revolution the colonies served as a 
dumping ground for hat i referred to in Engli h documents as 
~, agrant and offender "or convict . Per ons having committed crimes 

fan ' magnitude were known a ~'his magistie seven-year passengers," 
ing terms of even to fourteen years with even being common in 

aryland. The condition of transport were quite bad. As records 
ho the Galle Forward" in 1730 delivered 77 alive while 32 were 

buried at ea.6 Reaching America, the e convict were sold as white or 
indentured ervant a modified f or111 of apprentice hip. At this time, 
the colon of Maryland operated in a imilar fashion to the old feudal 

te·m till in effect in the mother country. By hard work and honesty, 
mo t con ict became re pected citizens. 

Maryland wa f oremo t of the e colonies receiving as many as an 
e timated 50 000 convict between 1717 and 1775.7 At one point, the 
ratio of con icts and ervant to free men was six to one. The economic 
importance cannot be over emphasized, especially in the middle 
ol nie uch a Maryland and Virginia. It was scarcity of labor that 

made the ale of convict important to the economy. It should be noted 
that ervant and con ict were almost always preferred over slave 
labor a man ervant came with other skills. One land agreement 
ho bra ham to be a black mith by trade. In addition, most convicts 

uld be productive members of ociety whereas slaves were never 
pro ided the opportunity. It hould be noted that the crimes of these 
" ervant of indenture" were of rather a petty nature. The worst 
riminal were eldom tran ported but rather executed in large numbers 

aft r each court e ion. The cla of the ervant changed with the state 
f iet and iththema terorplanterunderwhichheseived.Toward 

the latter half of the century ervant were more abused. In ome cases 
the ere forced to dig their o n grave the la t few day of their lives 
with a ial tatu of not much above that of the negro lave. But even 
at it or t, onditio for the offender were far better than langui hing 
in d btor ell in ngland. 

Balla h. Jame . JJ;hite en•itL,de in the olonJ of irginia. passim. 

iddlcton, ,\ nhur. Tobacco oa 1. A ari1in1e HistorJ' of the Chesapeake BaJ1 

olonial Era, p. I 0. 

1c orm , u enc. H1Jiite er\,itude in 1War. 1/and ( /634-1 0). p. 93. 

1 o rma , p. . 
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In contrast, Abrahams's lot was far better in the early half of the 18th 
century. In fact, his life was quite similar to that of a free citizen in all but 
two respects. Owing to legal restrictions, he was not subject to military 
duty nor was his oath accepted in court. At this time, most servants were 
comfortably housed and fed and there was often a contract of mutual 
agreement involved. In return for seven years labor the master bound 
himself to provide '' sufficient meate, drinke, washing and apparrell." 
Upon expiration of service most servants were provided with such items 
as ''barrels of Corne, hilling hoe, weeding hoe, and a felling axe," and in 
some cases small plots of land. With faithful performances of duties, 
Abraham, like other industrious seivants, was given a plot of land and 
animals. Thus, the accumulation of property and eventual expiration of 
servitude enabled him to become a planter with all the rights and 
obligations of full citizenship in the colony of Maryland.9 

Abraham Davenport lived and remained in southern Maryland until 
sometime during the Revolutionary War. About 1746, having fulfilled 
his seven-year commitment, he married Mary Simms, a daughter of 
Anthony Simms, a prominent land holder and tobacco fa11ner in the 
region. 10 Mary was a Catholic converted to Episcopalian, Abraham's 
religion. Despite the predominence of Catholics to the north, anti­
Catholic sentiment was high in southern Maryland. It was said that 
Mary never forgot her Catholicism, for while on her death bed she 
asked for her rosary_ 11 

Abraham's residence alternated between four counties: St. Marys, 
Charles, Prince Georges, and Frederick (present day Montgomery) 
depending on where he owned land at the time. A blacksmith by 
occupation, he also fa1·1ned tobacco, as evidenced by county land 
records. H.B. Davenport states that Abraham was a magistrate in St. 
Marys County appointed by the King of England, George III. He may 
very well have been as about 1768-1776 he owned land in St. Marys 
County.12 Records to confirm this appointment have since been 
destroyed by fire. A Magistrate was a low level judge (similar to the 
Justice of the Peace) convening four times a year to preside over legal 
matters in the county. 

9 McCormac, p. 71 . 
10 Newman, Harry. The Maryland Semmes and Kindred Family, passim. 
11 Davenport, p. 14. 
12 Maryland State Archives. Debt Records of St. Marys County, Lieber 41. 
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braham and ary ga e birth to eleven children: Elizabeth (1747), 
t phen(l749) braham Jr.(1752) John(l753), Ma11r1aduke(l755), 
nthon ims (1757) drian (1759), Mary (1761), amuel (1763) 
therine ( 1765) and anc ( 1767). 
In the mid-I th century the American dream wa attainable by two 

major method the acqui ition and ale of land and marriage into an 
influential and prominent family. Abraham followed both routes. 

he f ollo ing i an account of his land holding and sales in the 
colon of a land: 

ract1 / ount 

i ann / Prin e George 

Turner ore t' 
harle 

' unm uth '/ harle 
"4 Hard truggle'' '4Friend hip'' 

Prince eorge rederick 
\ o d ill' / Prince George 

rederi k 
~'H p ell / t . Mary 

Acreage 

93 

100 

156 

243 

20¼ 
100 

Bought 

1748 

1753 
176216 

1765 

1768 

Sold 

175014 

175915 

178017 

17801 

1771 19 

• hile re iding in aryland he wa an Epi copalian a evidenced by 
r cord ho ing member hip in the Pi cataway Pari h now called St. 

hn ari h in Pi cata ay Maryland.20 He may have also attended 
th R k reek hapel of the " hapel of Ea e" in what i now 

1 .. 1 .. hc custom of naming a tract of land \Va brought O\.er from the other Country. 
14 l">rincc eor e ount ourt Hou e. Land bought and old for 00 lb . of tobacco. 

l i b r BB I "'~ - 0 . 
1~ 1ar 1land tc1te ,\ rchi . Debt Record of harle o. Lieber 13-16. 

It> harle o. ourt Hou e l nd Re rd . pril ... 0 .. 1762. Joe Higdon (one of Mary 
.. imnl!i l a enport' rel tion ) old to braham for 3, lb . of tobacco. 

1 J .. rederi " o. our Hou e - bought from Bejamin Beall 21 arch 1765 for 190 lb 
urrcnt mane .. '. old for 1 lb tcrling in 17 0 ref. ontgomery o. ourt Hou e. 

1 1ontgomcl)' unt)' ourt Hou e Deed 4, December 11. I O old for I 
hilling t \ . 'illiam unn. Re . - 1al)1land .. tate rchi c ebt. Record . 

1 1 11,tand .. t te r hi ' ~. bl Re ord -- of t . af)' o. Leiber 41 . 
20 Re i ter of Birth , 1lm 6- Pi ta\\'a t. John - Pari -h. ompiled b\ H .. ewman, 

I . 
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Montgomery County, Maryland. This was one of several small chapels 
created so that parishoners would not have to travel great distances to 
attend the mother church. The Rock Creek Chapel and ''Hard 
Struggle'' were both located in the Rock Creek One Hundred. Lawrence 
Owen, a neighbor of Abraham, was listed as a vestryman for this chapel, 
a wooden structure which no longer exists.21 

Abraham's drive to acquire and develop land did not stop in the 
Colony of Maryland as vast amounts of land lay in the wilderness to the 
west, the Commonwealth of Virginia. After acquiring 400 acres in 
Berkeley County, Virginia in the form of a Fairlax grant in 1772,22 he 
proceeded to send several of his sons to homestead. 

1776 brought turbulent times to the colonies leaving no family 
unaffected. It was said that Abraham was initially a loyalist faithful to 
the King of England , but as the officials of Berkeley County seized lands 
of British sympathizers his sentiments changed to that of the newly 
founded American cause. The job he performed was known as the 
Patriotic Service, a non-combat support service. For his role in 
furnishing supplies to the troops, he is listed in the non-pension roles of 
the Maryland SeIVice.23 What follows is an account of the involvement 
of his seven sons in the war effort: 

Stephen (age 28) 

Abraham, Jr. 
(age 25) 

John (age 24) 

seived in the Virginia Militia. 

served with Capt. William Morgan 
as a Civilian. 

setved with Col. Moses Rawlings 
as a Cadet-Sgt. 

seived with Capt. Thomas Beall 
as a Corporal. 

served with Capt. William Morgan 
as a Civilian. 

seived with Capt. Samuel Cabell 
as a Private. 

served with Capt. Matthew Jobett 
as a Corporal 

21 Boynton, Lewis . The History of Rock Creek Parish, p. 15. 
22 Land grants. Virginia State Archives. Richmond, Va. 1772 # 146. 
23 Revolutionary Pensioners and Non-Pensioners under the Maryland Service and 

DA R Patriot Index. 
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armaduke 
(age 22) 

nthon im 
(age 20) 

drian (age 18) 

amuel (age 14) 

• 
oc1et 

erved a a Civilian. 
erved with Capt. John Lyle 
a a Corporal. 

erved with Capt. Thomas Beall 
a a Private. 

erved with Capt. William Morgan 
a a Civilian. 

27 

fter the war, braham returned with hi ix ons (Mar1r1aduke had 
died at alle Forge) to continue fa1111.ing and land acquisition. Because 
of the man Da enport buying property in Virginia at that time, 
determination of Abraham' property i difficult. However, Abraham, 

r. b came a re pected gentry in Berkeley County, where he lived until 
hi death in 17 9. He attended ervice at t . Georges Episcopal Chapel 
near hi home a evidenced by the ruins of the chapel and a present day 
hi torical marker.24 A a member of the upper class, it can be assumed 
that he kne the other gentry in the area the most prominent of whom 

eri the a hingtons. In October 1789, Abraham Davenport, Sr. died 
of complications of an unkown illne at the age of 75.25 According to 
hi la t ill and te tament he owned in exce of 1 000 acres of land, 16 
la e and much property.26 It i believed that he i buried with his wife, 

a in an unmarked grave27 at 'Mount Ellen" the home of his on 
John in ummit Point Jefferson County We t Virginia . 

Ke an Davenport 

·" Hi 10,ical larker 0 11 Rt. I past "Altoona': 

2 H1e 1 11ir inia Btare et tl n1e11rs JO- 0, I 9. 

l~t ~ ill nd 1 Lament. ober 9, I 0 

nm r • ra,, were not uncommon e en among the wealth}'. amuel and Charle 
\\' hingt n (brothe o eorg ) are both buned in unmar ed graves in the me 
rea. 
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White Plumes and Cornstalks: 
Jefferson County's Pre-war Militia 

1858-1861 

The day's climax had arrived. Four hours of steady marching and 
drilling had taxed the patience of the local militia. As the regiment 
completed its final maneuver into a hollow square, tired and foot-weary 
civilian-soldiers awaited eagerly their dismissal. 

·But first a few words from the colonel. 
''Soldiers," he roared, ''I was going to make you a speech, but with all 

this noise and foolishness I lost it out of my head. All Ive got to say now 
is - up in that big booth are two barrels of whiskey for you to drink to 
your colonel's health." 

A surge of energy suddenly revived the ranks. 
''About face!"yelled the colonel. ''The enemy is before you! Charge!'' 
The resurgent militiamen raced toward the spirits. Porte Crayon 

watched the charge with amusement. "Never was an order executed 
with greater alacrity.''1 recorded the cynical illustrator! 

Many contemporaries echoed Porte Crayon's censure of the ante­
bellum militia musters in the Valley of Virginia. The editor of Charles 
Town's Virginia Free Press, for. example, defined the muster as a 
"pugilistic exercise" characterised by intoxication.2 Others, however, 
rejoiced in the festive atmosphere of a typical muster and proclaimed 
the event ''the biggest day of the year. "'3 

The drums, the fifes, the officers and the uniforms so excited Clarke 
County school boy Tom Gold that he declared the general muster "even 
beat the circus days." Despite his ardent enthusiasm, the discerning 
Gold concluded that ''nothing was learned as to military drill by such 
meetings." Still Gold found the musters useful because "they served to 
bring people together and to gratify the ambition of those who wanted 
to be Colonels, Majors, etc. "4 

1 Porte Crayon [David Hunter Strother], ''Old Time Militia Musters ,,, Harpers New 
Monthly Magazine (volume and page numbers missing, but article in collection of 
Harpers Ferry). 

2 Virginia Free Press, 20 May 1858, p. 2, col. I. 
3 Thomas D. Gold, History of Clarke County, Virginia, and its Connections with the 

War Between the States (Berryville, Va.: Thomas D. Gold, 1914), pp. 75-76. 
4 Gold, p. 76. 
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Ridi ulou humorous and inept. Certainly not the national defense 
for · intended b the Founding Father when- in 1792- the federal 
congre enacted legi lation requiring all white male between I 8 and 45 
to perform military dut once each year. 

Jeffer n unt deemed unacceptable however, the tereotypical 
~ c m talk and featherbed militia~ that had diseased mo t of the nation. 
In fact .. eighteen month before John Brown' Raid, the county' local 
ne papers ·ere encouraging it citizen- oldier to organize to ''repel 
the foreign in ader and to cru h the dome tic enemies of peace. "S 

hi uriou intere t in a reinvigorated militia re ulted, in part from a 
a e of military pirit that wa hed through Jefferson in 1858- a spirit 

local congre man Charle J. Faulkner pronounced ''essential to the 
libertie and independence of any people. "6 

The energ propelling this pirit of military trength and readine s 
materialized a a re ult of Virginia' enactment of a new militia law in 

arch 1 5 . !though the law' main provision imply required two 
om pan mu te each year rather than the traditional one the measure 
purr d a military pirit awakening' in the Old Commonwealth and 

the enrollment of ne olunteer companie throughout the state. 
Regarding the formation of new militia unit , the editor of the Free 
Pre proudl ob eIVed that' our own county is by no means backward; 
the ball i rolling. 

Befor rolling into Jefferson County' militia history however one 
fi . t must differentiate between Virginia' line militia and its volunteer 
ompani . ith few exception the law required all white males 

bet een the age I and 45 to enroll in the company and regiment of the 
di trict in hich the re ided . This compulsory ervice constituted the 
tate' line militia . Enli tment in a olunteer company on the other 

hand a b hoi~ ; and•- unlike the line militia- the volunteers were 
uniform d and ar111ed . 

J ir i11io Free Pre 

J1irgi11io Fr Pr~ii"' 

1-\ . \ 1 llact: ~ Jr. 
( R1 hmond: 1irgini 

ept . I . p. 2. col . ... . 

r h l 5 , p. 2, col . I . 

omp. A Guide To J/irginia f ilitar , Orga,1i::.a1ions, J 61-1 6 
i\1il \\1ar ommi ion, l ) p. 261 . 
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Organization of the line militia depended upon an area's population. 
By 1858, Jefferson County comprised a militia district, and all eligible 
men residing in this district served in the 55th Regiment of the Line. The 
55th Regiment was divided into ten companies, numbered officially one 
through ten. These formal designations clearly were usurped, however, 
by local sobriquets, as f ollows:9 

COMPANY CAPTAIN 
NO. 

1 W.H.T. Lewis 
2 J.T. Thompson 
3 Thomas W. Davis 

4 J.T. Gibson 

5 L.D. Hess 
6 J.W. Hensil 
7 W.S. Magruder 
8 S.D. Hurst 
9 J.H. Engle 
10 (not stated) 

LOCAL 
DESIGNATION 

Kabletown Company 

Holl's Pump Company 
Charles Town 

Market House Company 
Charles Town 

Smithfield Company 
Shepherdstown Company 

Leetown Company 
Halltown Company 

North Bolivar Company 

(No designations were found for Company Numbers 2 and 7 in the 
local papers) 

Men serving in the 55th Regiment and five additional regiments from 
neighboring counties (Berkeley, Clarke, Frederick, and Morgan) 
together formed the 16th Brigade of Line Militia, ~ommanded by 
Brigadier General James Carson of Winchester .10 Evidence suggests 
that this brigade as a whole did not muster during the period of this 
study. 

As a line militiaman, one simply attended his annual regimental 
muster in April or May and-to comply with 1858 Virginia law-drilled 
in April and October with his individual company. These tri-yearly 
meetings usually occured on Saturdays at 11 a.m., and once on the field, 
the militiaman had to remain on duty for at least two hours. Since 

9 Virginia Free Press, 20 May 1858, p. 2. col. I. 
10 Virginia Free Press, 28 April 1859, p. 2, col. 6. 
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mu ter noti e appeared in the count new paper u ually three week 
b for n e ent, an une cu ed ab ence netted one a fine of eventy-five 
C nt . 

mmi ioned officer of course were re pon ible for the 
organizati n drill and di cipline of their unit . When on the muster 
field office were required to wear uniforms imilar to those donned by 
the nited tate regular at 111 with one ymbolic exception-buttons 

n the militia uniform proudly di played the Virginia Coat of Arms. 11 

ttendance at a three-da training exerci e generally in mid-May just 
b f r the annual regimental mu ter al o wa a requirement for officers 

f the 55th Regiment. Regimental and company officer incidentally, 
ere ele ted b their fellow militiamen. 
The fi t regimental mu ter of Jeff er on County's 55th Regiment 

o cured on aturday morning, May 15 1858. With its right ''resting 
oppo ite the arter Hou e" in Charle T-own, the Free Press ob erved 
that the hea turnout of line militia had produced "one of the largest 
a emblage that [had] appeared in out town for many years."12 

llo ing the election of officers (the regiment elected John T. Gibson 
olonel) and a brief bu ine meeting, the 55th excited Charles 

O\Vn uriou onlooke ith it parade up and down the county 
at' tr et . 

p ciall electrifying for the pectator wa the precision and 
ma t of the count ' olunteer companie,- the Hamtramck Guards 

nd Jeffer on Guard . 
I though di tin ti el eparate from the line militia volunteer 

mp nie er atta hed to line regiment and the volunteers did drill 
ith th line at the annual mu ters. Otherwi e however the volunteers 

eld m a ci te ith the thrice-a- ear militiaman. 
r,_-- ide b 1ng unif 01111ed and a11ned ( on occa ion members of the 

lin militi drilled with cornstalk a their weapon ) the volunteers 
dif r d fr m the line in e eral important re pect For example the 
,,o}unt r mpan held it o n periodic drill and meeting 
m intain d it n a11norie ho ted it own pecial parade and ci ic 
\' nt nd parti ipated ame tl in national patriotic anniversary 

~~~I br ti n .13 ongre man Faulkner e plained it wa the military 

11 J1ir i11ia 1:, Pr , 11 rch I , p. -, col. 4. 

I J/ir i11ia frt Prt.,'\ ' _Q y I , p . ... , col. 1. 

1 \\' I l e . p _ I . 
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spirit of the volunteers that made them ''the shield of our liberties and 
independence-the guardian of our national honor. "14 

Shepherdstown claimed its own volunteer company even before the 
reawakening of military spirit in 1858. Under the watchful eye of a local 
Mexican war hero, the venerable John F. Hamtramck, volunteers in the 
Shephersdstown Light Infantry had matured into a "well-drilled and 
elegant company of riflemen." The company's stylish uniform-gray 
trimmed with yellow lace, white epaulettes with black shank, and blue 
caps with white plumes tripped with blue-gave the company, the 
Shepherdstown Register boasted, ''as fine and handsome appearance as 
any company in the State."15 When Hamtramck died in the spring of 
1858, the Shepherdstown Light Infantry changed its name to the 
Hamtramck Guards and elected Dr. Vincent Moore Butler its captain. 
The company's rendevous station was the Entler Hotel. 

Deter1nined not to be outdone by Shepherdstown, John Rowan 
spurred a vigorous campaign in Charles Town to organize a volunteer 
company in the county seat. Rowan, another veteran of the Mexican 
War and the adjutant of the 55th Regiment, received dynamic support 
from the Free Press through its headlines, editorials, and 
announcements. As a result of the publicity, the initial organizational 
meeting on March 24, 1858, attracted a large gathering; and following 
the appointment of committees to draft a constitution and to 
recommend a uniform, those present unanimously voted to name their 
company the Jefferson Guards. Rowan later was elected captain and 
the uniform eventually adopted was the blue ar1ny dress-uniform of the 
United States Infantry. 16 

These two volunteer companies, as well as the four created in 
Jefferson after John Brown's Raid, represented fraternity-type 
organizations that governed themselves. 

Illustrative of a volunteer company's self-government is the 
Constitution and By-Laws for the Armory Guards, a group organized 
in Harpers Ferry during the winter of 1860. This pocket booklet is filled 
with articles and rules that specify membership policies, unif orrn 
standards, officers' duties, election procedures, discipline requirements, 

14 Virginia Free Press .. 9 Sept. 1858, p. 2, col. 2. 
15 The Shepherdstown Register, 30 March 1861 . 
16 Virginia Free Press, 1 April 1858, p. 2, col. 2. 
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and court-martial pro""""'eding . Membership in the Armory Guard i 
r trict d to tho e appro ed b a nominating committee and elected by 
the ompan . embership co ti twenty-five cent each quarter ($1.00 
p r ear). ompan meeting are cheduled for the fir t Thursday of 
ea h month· company drill every aturday; and company parade the 
ccond and fourth aturda of each month. Fines for mi sing meetings 

or drill ranged from twenty cent for private to fifty cents for 
corn mi ioned officer . ny member found guilty of ''ungentlemanly, 
un fficerlike .. or un oldierlike conduct'' could be fined from one to ten 
doll or be expelled from the company in disgrace. 17 

v n before the trauma of John Brown' Raid, di cipline and high 
t ndard coupled ith military pomp and circumstance had earned 

the Jeff e on and Hamtramck Guard a favorite-participant statu in 
l al parade f ai , ci ic event . and holiday celebrations. In Charles 

own fore ample, on merica' favorite day- July 4.-- the Jefferson 
uard paraded through the town and then e corted politicians and 

dign tarie to the fair ground where a "rich fea t ... of the fine t variety 
o mea and fo l " awaited devourment. Following the meal, all 
g ther d around the peakers' platform and with honor and pride, the 

u rd luted the reading of the Declaration and the ub equent 
oration. e t came the toa t,- toa t to the Union, toa t to the ladies 
to t to the flag and e a toa t to the Jefferson Guards: "May they 
p rp tuate the irtue and patrioti m of the illustriou name they 
b r. "1 

t n i e nev.1 paper co,1erage of th•e volunteer further ub tantiate 
th ommunit upport of it militia. otice headlined by ''Military 

pirit~ and~\ rand i ic Barbecue' often top column in the Virginia 
Pr . 11noun ement reporting the formation of new companie 

nd th le ti n of r nking offi er recei e equal footing with editorials 
nd n \\' r port . d rti ement notif ing militiamen of the date, time, 
nd pla~~ of their ne ., t mu ter regularl appear in prominent pace . 

h milit f)' pirit eems to pre ail to a con iderable extent in our 
t \ n ob en1ed th ditor of the Free Pre s in ugu t I 58. Hi 
n p per ind <l~ refle t d that pirit.19 

1 771 0 11 1i11,1io r1 ancl BJ -l __ ali' • of 1J1e ,4r111or; 1 Gi,ards ( Baltimore: Jame , , oung, 
l pp. 1-1 I . 

1 11ir i11io Fr ul , I . p . ... , col. 4. 

' 11;, i11io Fre Pre ,\ u u t I , p. ..... co I. I . 
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In addition to his military spirit, however, a personal interest 
accounted for the prevalent coverage of the local volunteers in the Free 
Press. The paper's editor, Mr. Gallaher, had five of his sons enrolled in 
the ranks of the two volunteer companies in Charles Town-the 
Jefferson Guards and its junior partner, the Jefferson Cadets.20 

Organized by Lawson Botts in May, 1858, the Jefferson Cadets was a 
volunteer company composed of boys between 8 and 16 years of age. 
Four months after the company's inauguration, the ranks of the Cadets 
had swelled to more than 50 and the Charles Town boys had become 
"the pride of our town and neighborhood. "2t 

The Cadets, characterized by precision drilling and elegant marching, 
generated unequivocal adoration at their public appearances. At 
Shepherdstown's Grand Civic Barbecue in September, 1858, for 
example, enthralled guests impressed with the Cadet's "perfect 
propriety" demanded a special performance by the company. The 
Cadets willingly obliged and ''gave an exhibition of military tactics 
rarely surpassed by veterans. "22 

Free Press editor Gallaher delighted in the accomplishments of the 
Cadets, especially since he f rrst had doubted the success of the enterprise 
because "boys are irregular, unsteady, [and] full of impulses that reject 
discipline." 

But contrary to Gallaher's expectations, the Cadets had accepted 
discipline; and in a lengthy editorial, the surprised newspape11nan 
explained that the benefits of this boyish organization extended far 
beyond "the single thump of the butts of their guns" and the "concert of 
movement at a support." 

Gallaher heralded the Cadet idea as a ''system of physical and 
intellectual training" that produced individual and community results. 
For the youthful members of the company, Gallaher theorized that ''the 
preparation of a warrior for battle ... is the preparation for the warfare 
to be sustained in all walks of life." As for the advantages of the cadet 
system for the community, especially during the summer-which 
Gallaher remembered as a "season of more than ordinary annoyance" 

20 Virginia Free Press, 26 August 1858, p. 2, col. 2. 
21 Virginia Free Press, 23 September 1858, p. 2, col. 2. 
22 The Shepherdstown Register, 11 September 1858. 
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becau e bo ~full of cheme " poured from the chool "in a 
threatening number and \llith a threatening a pect" and inundated the 
to n "\\1ith noi e ith trick~ and with idlene "- as for the community, 
the "-""'6det produced peace, not mi chief: 

hi ummer [Gallaher wrote in 1858] the boy have been 
unu uall good. Why? The military enterpri e ha engaged 
their heart and attention.- They are busy cleaning guns, 
fi ing up uniform or anticipating the labor of their captain 
b practicing among them elve the rule and positions 
before gi en.23 

lated ith the Cadet , and the volunteer companies in general 
allaher ummarized the u efulne of uch groups when he frrmly 

a erted: "Our people are oldier for the cradle- with such a spirit we 
ma def the a a ult of the world." 

he fir t a ualt came, however quicker and clo er than anyone 
dared imagine. Harpers Ferry. 

During the damp chilled night of October 16 1859 John Brown and 
hi ar1r1 of 21 truck a blow de igned to end la very in the South. The 
in urgent ucceeded in capturing the Harpers Ferry a11nory and 
a enal but ithin hours the found themselve trapped and fighting 
for their li e . 

hen ord of the raid reached Charle Town during the pre-dawn 
hou of the 17th the Jefferson Guard a em bled with alacrity before 
the courthouse and ad aced rapidly toward the troubled rivertown. 

rri ing on Camp Hill (ju t we t of Harpers Ferry) at 11 :30 a.m., the 
uard ere a igned an important mi ion: cro s the Potomac one 

mile abo e Harpers Ferry march down tream on the Maryland ide, 
and take po e ion of the railroad bridge panning the Potomac at 
Harpe erry. The Guard faced no oppo ition in accomplishing this 
ta k. Bro n' e cape route north effectuall wa clo ed. 

hen the Hamtramck Guard anived from Shepherd town hortly 
aft r p. m. on the 17th Brown and his dwindling force had been sealed 
, ithin the a1111ory engine-house. o insure against escape however 
both th Hamtramck and Jefferson Guard were po ted out ide the 
at 1nOI)' all v.1here both remained until the earl morning of the 18th.24 

/ ir inia Fre "'_..,...,., 16 ptember I , p. 2 col. 3. 
4 J1ir i11ia Fre Pre , 0 ept m r I . p. 2 col. 4. 
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The capture of Brown by United States Marines at dawn on the 18th 
ended Brown's raid, but not the Brown story. The fiery abolitionist was 
hauled to Charles Town, tried and convicted in the Court House, and 
sentenced to hang on December 2, 1859. During Brown's six weeks of 
imprisonment, Virginia authorities transferred to Charles Town 
volunteer companies from all over the state to bolster the town's 
defenses and to insure against the possibility of escape by Brown. The 
Jefferson Guards comprised an integral portion of this "corps of 
Southern chivalry," but unlike the rest of the volunteers, the Guards 
remained on active duty long after Brown's execution. 

With their quarters on the first floor of the Market House (across the 
street from the old jail), the Guards maintained a constant vigilance over 
Charles Town until the final executions of captured Brown confederates 
occurred in mid-March, 1860. With their work complete, and after six 

• 
months of regular soldiering, the Jefferson Guards returned to their 
homes.25 

''The curtain has at last fallen upon the closing scene of the Harpers 
Ferry tragedy!" announced a relieved Free Press in the spring of 1860. 
But the real tragedy was yet to come. 

One result of the Brown raid was the hatred and fear it sparked 
throughout the South; and in Jefferson County-which had been 
''insulted by the vilest invasion "- one response to Brown and the 
abolitionists was the formation of a new volunteer militia companies to 
def end Virginia's soil against aggression ''from within or without." 

Lawson Botts, for example, organized the Botts Greys in Charles 
Town less than one month after Brown's attack on Harpers Ferry. 
Citizens around Duffield's Depot formed the Letcher Riflemen in 
February, 1860, and elected James L. Hunt as captain. Not surprisingly, 
Harpers Ferry produced two new companies in the winter of 1860,-the 
Armory Guards under Captain H.C. Derrick and Mayor and Captain 
George Chambers' Floyd Guards. 

With the addition of these four uniformed companies, the volunteers 
of Jefferson County decided to organize their own volunteer regiment. 
Consequently, on the last Saturday of July, 1860, the Second Regiment 
of Virginia Volunteers paraded through Shepherdstown under the 
command of Colonel James W. Allen.26 Little did the men realize that 

25 Virginia Free Press, 22 March 1860, p. 2, col. I. 
26 Virginia Free Press, l December 1859, p. 2, col. I. 

• 
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thi ame regiment- nine month later and immediately after Virginia' 
e e ion- ould lead the ad anre to capture the nited States a1·1r1ory 

and a enal at Harpers Ferry. 
In pril I 61 with the eruption of civil war, Jefferson County's 

citizen- oldier - brave elf- acrificing, and true"- now marched off 
to do battle in their own land. Innocent civilians they were no more, but 
oldi r now in America bloodie t war. 

Dennis E. Frye 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY'S 
TWO LOST MUNICIPAL 

CORPORATIONS 

At present, Jefferson County has fewer incorporated municipalities 
than before the Civil War. Although a new municipality was added by 
the incorporation of Ranson in 1910, two charterships had disappeared 
by the end of the ante-bellum period, and have not reappeared. What 
happened to these "lost" corporations, Virginius and Middleway? 

VIRGIN/US 

"An act establishing the town of Virginius, 1 on lands the property of 
Lewis Wemwag2 and others3 . . . " was legislated by the General 
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia on 08 January 1827. The 
petitioning 

... land-holders and residents of ... (this) island in the 
Shenandoah river (sic), near Harper's Ferry . . . 
(represented) that they have erected thereon several works 
of public utility, and about twelve dwelling houses; that the 
island although containing not more than fourteen acres of 
land, is susceptable of further valuable improvements ... 
( which) would be accelerated by the establishment of a town 
thereon ... 4 

Twenty-four years later, the General Assembly of Virginia chartered 
the town of Harper's (sic) Ferry on 24 March 1851. This appears to have 
territorially included and jurisdictionally absorbed the town of 
Virginius. 

J Emphasis added. 
2 Lewis Wernwag was the millwright who constructed the first bridge at Harpers 

Ferry, over the Potomac River. 
3 One of the ''others'' named was Fontaine Beckham, who, on 17 October 1859, 

imprudently exposed himself to gunfire from the beseiged John Brown's raiders. A 
shot killed him instantly. Beckham was, at this time, the Mayor of Harpers Ferry. 

4 Hening, William Waller, Acts Passed at a General Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, ... 1826 (Richmond, Printer for the Commonwealth), pp. 109, 110. 
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n t amending the frr t ection of Harpers Ferry charter was 
legi 1 ted b the eneral embl on 13 December the following year,5 

but thi left the farmer to n of Virginiu ab orbed a before: 
... Beginning at the confluence ot the Potomac and 

henandoah river running with the Potomac river west to 
the te1111ination of the nited tate government line; 
then e ith the aid go emment line outh till it intersect 
the henandoah ri er· thence aero the canal including 
what i u uall called Throp' and Hall' i land· thence 
do n the henandoah river, includzng the island .of 

irginius 6 to the beginning.7 

MITH FIELD 

mithfield no called Middleway wa chartered by the Virginia 
eneral embl earlier than Virginiu and la ted later. The 

na tment date a 15 January 1798. Thi wa prior to the legislative 
f rm tion of Jefferson ount on 08 January 180 l :8 

H T the lot and treet a the ame are already laid off 
on the land of John mith the younger and William 
.. mith l ing in the count of Berkeley, hall bee tabli hed a 
to n b the name of mithfield· and John Packett Mo e 

m1th, J hn mith. Jacob Ree e Jo eph Grentham, and 
J hn rentham, jun. gentlemen, constituted tru tee 
th r of.9 

ct o 1l1e e11eral ..\ e,i1bl • <if J1ir inia paJ· ·e,1 in I 5_.J, . .. ( I 53, Richmond .. 
I ubli i rinter 

:.mphasi added . 

ct Pa ~ed at a G ,, it1/ er11b/_\ of J1irginia, . . . I _ 0- I (Richmond, Printer for the 
C ommon,vcalth) pp. I 6-1 9. 

hepherd, 1ar1, 1e .. a, lArge 1ol. 2 1 96-1 o_ p. 2"" I h. , I.. n T to 
.. t Ii h 'eral "o,,,n . 

9 p. i I ., \ IOI. I . I I 0 ... p. 0 
r-...•"·r • c le • cc. I . 

~ 
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RETROCESS/ON 

Retrocession of Jefferson County in 186310 from the seceded 
Commonwealth of Virginia to the new State of West Virginia would 
seem to have abandoned the legislative contract formerly between now 
disassociated parties. Nonetheless, the West Virginia Legislature 
formalized nullification by repealing Virginia municipal Charters, three 
years later. 11 

SUMMARY 

Four Jefferson County municipalities obtained new charters under 
the laws of West Virginia: Shepherdstown on 11 February 1867.12 

''Charles Town'' on 24 February 1872,13 Harpers Ferry on 16 April 
1872,14 and Bolivar on 27 March 1877. 15 The Chartering of Ranson on 
18 October 191016 raised the number of municipal corporations in 
Jefferson County to five. 

Smithfield, now Middlewa y, had declined from its former crossroads 
prominence to a character less that of a town and more that of the quiet 
rural village it is today. Apparently never having sought to recharter, it, 
with Virginius, is one of the two lost municipal corporations of 
Jefferson County. 

John Stroud Kusner 

lo Ambler, Charles H . and Festus P. Summers, West Virginia, The Mountain State 
(Englewood Cliffs, N .J.: Prentice-Hall, 19 58), passim. 

11 Acts of the Legislature of 1867 Ch. 52, p. 62. 
12 Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 1867, p. 17 Ch. 15. 
13 Office of the Clerk of the Jefferson County Circuit Court. 
14 Op. Cit., Chancery Order Book 2, p. 063. 

is Op. Cit., Law Order Book "B'' p. 009. 
16 Op. Cit., Common Law Order Book "I" p. 098. 
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SUMMER PICNIC 

n ugu t , 19 4 the annual Jefferson County picnic wa held at 
ruit Hill the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Hoxton Jr., located about 

on and on half mile north of hepherd town. In pite of the u ual 
u u t heat appro imately 95 member and gue t attended. They 

enjo ed the del1ciou fare contributed by the members and organized by 
~pt. John chle and hi committee. 

hen called to on to peak Mr. Haxton pointed out that the history 
of ruit Hill had been ell co ered by two article in the magazine of the 

o iet ,: on b Helen Boteler Pendleton in Volume XIII December 
1947 and the other b Linnie · chley in Volume XLI, December 1975. 

ruit Hill i on land acquired from Lord Fairfax in 1750 by Thomas 
ringen and old b hi on in 1766 to Henry Cooku . The property 

ub equentl , \\lent from the the Cooku e ( everal pelling ) to the 
Burk t famil and in the 1820' wa purcha ed by Alexander Robin on 
. f Baltimore. The farm ha remained in the Robin .on family e er ince 
thr ugh le ander, on rchibald Archibald' daughter Anna 

ndre and her daughter all Page Andrew , who left it to the 
pre nt ner rchibald Robin on Hoxton Jr. her fir t cou in once 
remo,1ed. 

h original hou e i a tone and brick building adjacent to a pring 
and the olde t part i thought to ha e been built in 1760. This house is 
no, o ned b r. and . Michael F. Ta lor (Ann Roxton) who 
r t r d it in the e enti retaining it original qualitie and materials 

h r po ible, and at th ame time incorporating the element of a 
omf ort hie home. • 

he m in hou a built b rchibald Robin on in 1830 on a knoll 
n r th tone h u and face ea t to ard outh Mountain aero the 

h rp bur b ttlefi I . he hou e i bri k o,,er a tone foundation and 
littl lt r d fr m it ori inal form. Plumbing and electricity including 
I tri h t in p rt of th building re added and mo t of the two 
t r ' __ ll ri w en l ed to pro ide more inter pace and more 

1ci nt h ting. 

n 
r 

i h l Hend n hepherd tO\\' n 

r the ion. 
lli n-~-

entert ined ith hi guitar 
r. Ho ton in 1ited tho e 
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HISTORIC 
SHEPHERDSTOWN 

COMMISSION 

During the fall of 1983 and the spring and summer of I 984 the 
Historic Shepherdstown Commission accomplished a major goal in the 
restoration of the Entler Hotel. The Commission removed the 
collapsing porches from the rear of the building and reconstructed them 
to their original appearance. As part of this project masons repointed 
bricks, repaired chimneys, and rebuilt a section of the stone foundation. 

The Commission accomplished this work through the assistance of 
several institutions and agencies, as well as through the generosity of 
many individuals. The Historic Preservation Unit of the West Virginia 
Department of Culture and History granted $20,000 to this project. The 
Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation gave the Commission 
$8,000 to help match the state grant. Students and staff of the James 
Rumsey Votech Center rebuilt the porches as a vocational training 
project. Members of the Commission contributed hundreds of hours of 
volunteer labor and thousands of dollars. The total cost of the project 
was over $52,000. 

The state grant of $20,000 was federal money appropriated by 
congress as part of a "jobs bill" designed to stimulate local economies. 
This project accomplished the bill's purpose . . The Commission 
purchased building supplies locally and a number of local contractors 
worked on various phases of the job. ·1 'his fact is offered as evidence that 
historic preseivation can mean more to a community than the 
restoration of one building. Since I 979 the restoration of the Entler 
Hotel has brought grants totalling $78,000 from outside sources into the 
local economy. 

Of course these grants would not have been made if the people of 
Shepherdstown and Jefferson County had not demonstrated support 
for the project. Local financial support has come primarily from the 
donations of individuals, either in money or labor, and has been the 
backbone of the Commission's success in restoring the Entler Hotel. 

The historic Shepherdstown Museum was open for its first full season 
in 1984. An article in the Washington Post aptly described the museum 
as housing ''a fledgling collection of period furnishings and artifacts." 
'l'his ~edgling collection" is growing. People now have a place in 
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hepherd to n here they can hare with others items they have 
pr ed. 

In the ummer and fall the Mu eum displayed a delightful exhibition 
__ lied ~-die Home Companions " a collection of objects used by 
\\Om n in merica in 1835-1865. Thi travelling exhibition wa 
ponsored b the ational ociety of Colonial Dames of America in 

e t irginia the Huntington Gallerie , and the Humanities 
undation of We t irginia. 

he mu eum i open on weekend during the spring summer and 
fall . The Kiwani lub of hep herd town manned the museum for one 

unda a month. 
The ommi ion i attempting to publish an article on 

hep herd town hi tory in each quarterly issue of the Good News Paper 
the community paper pon ored by the Shepherdstown Mini terial 

o iation. n attempt to revive the oral history project for the town 
i a et un ucce ful. A ucce f ul oral history project needs willing 
intervie er interviewee and a theme and a focus for the interviewing. 

far the oral h. tory project ha lacked these ingredients. 
The Hi toric hepherd town Commis ion ponsors the Haivest 

e ti al in eptember of each year. This is a popular local craft/ bake 
ale e ent hich eems to benefit from a lack of commercialism. It is 

alwa thoroughl enjoyed by tho e who attend. 
he ommi ion i a member of the Lower Shenandoah Valley 

Heritage ociation an umbrella oraganiz.ation of area historical 
ietie and the Ea tern Gateway Travel Council, Inc. Both these 

rganizations ha e helped to draw • itor to the area. Although the 
Hi toric hepherd to n u eum doe not charge admission, the 

mmi ion hope that effort to attract vi itor will ultimately provide 
fin n i l b nefit . 

The Hi t ric hep herd town ommi ion i looking forward to two 
m jor e,1ent . In 19 6 e will celebrate the bicentennial of the 

n tru tion of the ntler Hotel . The following year will be the 
bi ntennial of Jame Rum e ucce ful demon tration of a team 
p v. r d bo t on the Potoma Ri er at hepherd town. December 3 
19 i th tY.' hundreth anni e ary of thi e ent. Intere ting activitie 
r in planned t eel brate both historic occa ions. 

Ben Miller 
Pre ident 

Hi tori hepherd to n Comm· ion 
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SOCIETY SPEAKERS AT 
SPRING AND FALL MEETINGS 

l 980 Ralph S. Sherrard 
Shepherd College 

''Adam Stephen, George Washington, and the French and 
Indian War" 

1981 John E.Stealey, III 
Shepherd College 

"The Ante-Bellum Literature of the Shenandoah Valley" 

Robert D. Mitchell 
University of Maryland 

"The Geography of the Shenandoah Valley" 
• 

1982 Klaus Wust 
New York City and Edinburg, Virginia 

"Ger111an Settlement in the Lower Shenandaoh Valley" 

Elizabeth Carroll Spindler 
West Virginia University 

''John Peale Bishop and Charles Town'' 

1983 W. W. Abbot 
University of Virginia 

"The George Washington Papers'' 

Millard K. Bushong 
Shepherd College 

"General Thomas Rosser" 

1984 Charles A. Hulse 
Shepherd College 

"History Archaeology and Implications for Jefferson 
County" 

George Parkinson 
West Virginia University 

"Porte Crayon and his Artistic Work in Jefferson County" • 


