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(•Delivered ,before the History Section of tihe West Virginia, Education 
Association a.t o.laJrksburg, Novemfbe= 5, 1937, by A. ·D. Keniamo.nd, Beere ... 

tary-Treasurer of ·the Rtrm00yan Society.) 

It was ·particularly pleasing to Rumsey ad•her·ents to have 
this 1,arge g.roup of tea•cl1ers request a talk on ''Jam•es Rumsey 
and his S·tea1m1boat'' in this sesqui-centennial year of his inven--

• 
tion, ,because i·t sh·ows that the his·tory teachers of W·est Vir-
ginia h1ave gone a long w;ay, in 1he past fo-rty years, in present­
in·g historical truth. 

I acicepted the invitation not as an historian but rather as 
an instru,ment of the Rumseyan Society, 1being its secretary­
trea~·urer, thoug·h in these later days no -great imrportance may 
be :attached to the office. The Society's chief fun•ctions now 
see•m ·to lbe to ·preserve title to the pr·ope·rty on whi·ch the Rum­
sey Monument stands in She·pherdstown and to provide for a 
prop·er maintenance of the m·onum1ent and park. 

Ho·wever, the Rumseyan Society o;f the p~st thirty ye.ars 
has been no me1e lo-cal organizat!on, though Jefferson County 
has clai•mie·d a 1m·ajority of its me·m•bers, just as Philad-elphia 
fumis)led m!ost orf the origin~al Ru.mse:ian S01c·ie•ty for·m:ed on 
May 9, 1788. Benj,a.min Franklin headed that early list, and 
many writers have incorre•ctly st·ated th·at he was presid·ent of 
the society. The Ru,msey Com,pany was for.med M·ay 1, and a 
let·ter of Ja,m,es Rumsey now in the Virginia State Li'brary 
sho·ws th:at the company was named the Ru·mseian Socie·ty on 
May 9 iand on May 1 3 W 1m. Bingha·m, Esqr., was elected 
president. 

The first Rumsei-an Society of 1788 was for.med as a 
com}pany o:f su'bs·cri'bers for the purpose of ena'bling the in-­
ven tor ''to -co.m,plete and carry into ·e·xecution, '' ''on a large 
and extensive plan, his stea·m'boat. '' Its successor, organized 
February 26, 1906, W1as to preserve his name and fa,me, the 
iirime o,b1ject being to erect the monum,ent at Shepherdst-orwn. 

It is hardly likely that West Virginia tea,chers in annual 
C<>nvention on or before 1887, the centennial of the invention 
,,f the stea·m,.boat, even thought of James Rumsey. When 
l >aniel B, Lucas as a member of the State Legislature in t 88 7 
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prepared a joint resolution for the erection of a monument to 
J:am1es Rumsey, he was unalble to o·btain a hearing. His resolu-­
tion may have been regarded as a Imere local enthusiasm. At 
least, the l~egislature was more interested, if not completely 
absorbed in the question of who should then be elected United 
States enator. 

In 1890 Norris's History of the Valley contained a long; 
account of the Decem'ber 3, 1787 pu1blic trial o·f Rumsey's 
steamiboat, prepared ,by Congress·m,an Alexander R. Boteler of 

• 

hepherdsto·wn, but this story profbably reach•ed few West Vi1·-
o- inia readers beyond th•e Eastern P·anhandle. It remained for 
Lewis's History of West Vi·rginka, in 1896, to se·t school chil-­
dren to m:e·morizing the c;tatement that James Rumsey invented 
the s.team'boat in 1787. You may re-call that Lewis inserted 
in his history not only a pictur·e of B·oteler, f ro,m whom he had 
his Rumsey information, ·but also a picture of James Rt1-msey's 
house in She·pherdstown, after an. 1843 dra·win.g by Henry 
Howe, the historian-artist. 

That was 1a very comforta:ble .feeling for the history pupil 
at the turn o·f the centu1·y. He could recite fro.m 83:rnes's 
History of the United States that Fulton invented he steam­
boat in 1 8 O 7, a11d then turn to Le,wis and with out the slightest 
show of inner disturibance .re,cite that Rumsey inv•ente·d the 
steam;boa t in 1 787. As a school1boy in Ohio county I knew, 
because the history ibook sa id so, that Shepherdstown was set­
tled in 1727, but _now, after twenty-five years in Shepherds­
to\vn, J C3 n' t tell _vou whether i·t was in 171·9, '26, '27, '30, '32 

r ' 4, thotJ<Yh there is considera1ble support for the earliest of 
these dates. Yet this very la·c·k of knowledge, or this un,cer­
tai11ty, is an advance on my part that is typical of the n·ewer 
history teaching which you represent. 

However, in an attem·pt to get arway from provincialisn1, 
chauvinis·m and the like and to rea·ch out for wide iand varied 

' readings on a st11bject, it is possilble to become so confused 
a . to neglect a rightful clai.m to fame. In the ·case of the 
steam oat I ·believe we are on safer ground if we finally re­
l ltrn ro the Le\vis staten1ent that Rum•sey invented it. 

est irginians have not failed to disseminate the story 
of Rumsey :a11d his boat. ince Geor·ge M. Beltzhoover, Jr., 
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no'w president of the Rumseyan Society, had his thesis .pub­
lished in 1900, we have had it in Danske Dandridge's Historic 
Shepherdstown, and in sev·eral West Virginia histories. J·ohn 
Moray of Be,rkeley Springs took it U·P in 1908 and Roy Bird 

' Cook wrote the story for the third volume of the West Vir-
ginia Review. A most exhaustive study published in 1930 by 
Miss Ella May Turner, professor of English at Shepherd Col­
lege and a tireless researcher for ·O'llr Jefferson County Histor­
ical Society, is found in many of your school and public li·brar­
ies. You will therefore be ·alble to rec-ognize original . source 
material ·t·o which I may refer. 

There are those w·ho critiicize th•e title of her book, James 
Rumsey, Pioneer in Steam Navigation, as faint praise, an ov·er .. 
rea·ch of impartiality in research, lbut it would ·be hard to find 
m'ore convin•cing support of Rumsey's cl1aim to fa.me. Miss 
Turn,er had n-o intention of denying full cre·dit, nor did she 
consciously hit upon a title th,at had be·en used a·t least twenty 
years earlier. I find that the late Senator William Camp;bell, 
of the Rumse·yan so,ciety, in 191 o gave Rumsey the title of 
''the Pioneer of Steam N·a vi·gation '' and had it printed in quo­
tation mJarks. 

Bri1e'fly to sketch the life of Ja·mes Ru,msey, it may be 
said that he was born at Bohemia Manor, Cecil County, Mary­
land, in March 1743. His father, Edward Rumsey, was a 
far.mer of limited ·means, unable to give J·ames and four other 
children more than a very elementary edu·cation. It has fre­
quently 1been stated tha·t the Ru.mseys were people of wealth, 
'but this applies only to his grandfather, Edward Rumse·y, and 
great grandfather, Charles Rum.sey; ·both of w hom: held large 
estates at th.e head ·orf the Bohemia River. The latter had 
co:me to America in 1665 and lived in Ce1cl County fro.m 16 7 8 -
till his death in 1717. Josh·ua Clayton, presid·ent of the Histor-
i·cal Society of Cecil County, in his invi·tations to attend their 
celeJbration on May 1 1:ast, stated that a marker was being raised 
a·t th.e head of th,e Bohemria Riv•er ''near the site where Ja·mes 
Rum•sey, the inventor of the stea.mfboat, c·onducted an Or­
dinary.'' A·t th"is p~ace his great grandfather before him had 
been licensed in 1 71 o to ke-ep an ordinary. 
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Rumsey 's portrait, painted in oil by the celebrated Ben­
ja ini n ) est in London in 1 790, depi·cts a very handsome' m:an~ 

f lowing \v ig and pictur esque colonial .costume set off th•e face 
of a stud ent and thin'k~r. Shepherd College publications have 
u ed the picture by courtesy of the ''Royal Blue,'' while Miss 
Turn er used a copy of the same portrait by the courtesy of its 
late owner Mr. Carroll L. Rumsey, of Philadelphia, who willed 
i t to the Library of Congress. 

It is g-enerall a1ccepted that Rumsey saw s,ervice during the 
Rev olutionary War, not ·f ro·m the evid,en-ce of war records bu-t 
by the tes timony of Maj or Henry Bedinger, a veteran of the 
Revolution. In 1782 Rumsey bought some land at Sleepy 
Creek in Morgan County, where h·e formed a partnership with 
George M i,chael Bedinger in the m-illing business. In 178 3 he 
was engaged in the mercantile business at Bath, now Ber.keley 

prings. In 1784 he and Ro1bert 'fhrog,m!a,rtin conducted a 
boa rding house at Bath. 

As a partner in business it appears he was not very satis­
factory. He was a·bsent-m.1nded and drea·my, letting his mind 
run to mechia nics and physical sciences, in whi·ch he had ac­
quired cons.id erable skill and inrformatio·n. 

From July 14 1785, at the solicitation of Geor·ge Wash-· 
ing ton, he was employed by the Directors of the Po1om,ac 

av iga ti on Company as their superin·tendent to construtt c·a­
na1s an remove obstructions in the river near Harpers Ferry, 
and he co ntinued in that work till released at his own .request 
on July 4, 1786. 

ep1ember 1 786 found him esbalblished in Shepherds­
town where he lived till March 26, 178 8, when, as he said, he 
hrew himself ''upon the wide world and in pursuit of his plans 

bent his co urse for Phil adel phia where he hoped ''to convince. 
a Franklin and a Ri t tenhouse of their utility by actual exper­
iment. 1 ' 

On May 14, 1 7 8 he left Philadelphia bound for London, 
,vhere the Rumseian Society fe lt he should go ''to secure to him-
elf any advantages \vhich might result from :an Invention of 

so extensi e usefulness, in that Country.'' There after many 
di f ficulties, a·mong th em the cost of building a new and ·bigger 
boat, he died on December 21, 1 792, following a stroke of ap-
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oplexy tl1e 11ight before i11 tl1e Adel11hi, \vl1ere he had addressed 
a con1-n1ittee of the soiciet)' of arts. A few weeks after his 
death the l1oat on which 11e had long· labored made a su-ccessft11 
trip on the Than1es at tl1-e rate of four kn ots an hour. His 
body lies in an u 11n1 ark ed ·grave i 11 the church ya rd of St. Mar­
garet's 11ear Westn1inister A1bbey. 

Some thirty years ago the Rumseyan so,ciety secured ten­
tative i1ermission to -erect a brass m1arker in St. M:argaret's 
Church close to the to111·b of Sir Walter Raleigh, but this tri·b­
ute has never been paid to the memory of Rumsey. 

Ho\vever, Maryland, as already s·tat-ed, has erected a 
marker at his ·birth-place in Bohemi,a Manor, ,and the stately 
monu·men t ere·cted in 1 91 5 in Shepherdstown bears a ·bronze 
ta'blet stating that a few hundred feet u·p the Potoma·c Riv·er 
Ru·m·sey g·a ve a su·ccessf ul pu'blic exhi;bition of his steam·boat 
on Decen11ber 3, 1 7 8 7. 

In A Plan Wherein the Power o·f Steam is Fullv Shewn, -
published by Ru'msey less. than a month after the pL11bli·c tri:a-1, 
he added to· ·an ex·planation of the principles of his boat a list 
of certificates from the leading g;entlemen ,vho saw his exper­
iment. General Horatio Gates, then livin_g near Sh-epherds-

town, had given a certifi·cate; also Roibert Stu·b1bs, principal of 
the Shepherdstown Aaade·my; Major Henry 8-edinger, Colonel 
Joseph S·wearingen, A1braham She~1herd, an officer in the Rev­
olution and son of Shepl1erdstown 's founder, and others. 

One hundred years later Colonel Alexander R. Boteler, 
who had the good fortune to ·be personally acquainted witl1 
several persons who saw that first trial trip, wrote of the mem­
orable day. At the ap1pointed hour of noon hundreds o,f cur­
ious spect,ators from the surrot1n<ling cou11try grouped them­
selves on the picturesque cliffs which flank·ed the ferry land­
ing. Rums·ey -per·mitted no gentlemen on board w·ith him ex­
cept his 1brother-in-law, Charles Morro·w, and Dr. James Mc­
Mechen, his partner in th~ enterprise since Novem1ber 1 o, 1784, 
but a num·ber of ladies were invited to· take ·passage. 

At least th,ree de1ig-htful 5tories have been ha11ded do\vn 
from tha·t day. It is said that Mrs. Henry Bedinger had t:aken 
her knittinf; along, and on,ce as the boa·t passed the spectat1ors 
in its two hours of steaming up and down the river, back and 
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f o r t h l1e t \\ ~ e en S \ v e :t r i n ° e: 1 's p r i 11 g· at B e 11 e vu e an d the pr ese n t 
site of tl1e Rt1n1se Monl1111ent, she ~,as seen to ''turn the heel'' 
of l1er ht1sl1a11d's stockin °·. earl y fifty ye·ars later, that hus­
l1;111d, ajar Bcdi 11 ~·er \\/rote fr om the Protumn·a that \vhen the 
l1t )at first st;1rted n1 ov i11 g General Gates turned to him and said 
'' he goes, 11 -, sl1e g·oes. '' Co1011el Butler, another fifty years 
late r l1 ad it tl1at tl1e G e11e ral exclain1ed ''My God, she moves,'' 
l1u t ot1r sc l1 ool histories of today to11e this down to ''She moves: 
s 11 e 111 o v es. ' T 11 e n t he r c \ \' as l i t t 1 e An n M ark, who, seeing her 
111othe r on 1,oard, ra n do\vn to the water's edge and 1b·eg·ged to 
be take11 0 11 at the last n1inute. Ann Mark afterward 1became 

rs. Jolin B:lker a11 Li as ~l n old lady t1sed to tell how Mr. Rum-
se1• lifted 11 er i11 a11d thL1s Mr. John Bak-er White, now presi­
ie11 t of tl1e State Board C' f Control, may take pride in the fact 
th:it his g·reat g·ranlin1 other cou ld tell l1 ow she ''was one of those 
, l 1 o \Ve n t o 11 th e f i rs t st c:a n1 boat th at e v er was seen. ' ' 

'1~11 e boat ~,as al1out fifty feet long, with a three ton load­
ing-, a 11d \\1 as ~1ro pelled l1y steam alone at the rate of three 
111iles an hot1r, \,,. hicl1 spe~d ,vas later i11creased to four miles an 
hotir as sho,vn by cert ificates concerning a second trial on 
December 11 1787. A vertical pump, operated by steam, 
drew the \\1 ater in at the bow a11d expelled it at the stern 
th r o t1 g· h a 11 or i z on ta 1 tr u 11 k at the bottom. 

I·n tl1e face of all the testi1rn ony, one may ask why it has 
l een 11ecc sary to defend the claim that James Rumsey in­
ven teli tl1e stea 111 l1oat. l t ,vas sixteen ye:ars later wh-en Ro1bert 
ft 1 I to n n1 ad e the f i rs t t rial of his st ea m'b oat, fa 11 in g sh o rt of 
Rt1111 sey ·s si1eed of .three miles an hour, and twenty years be­
fore l1e exceeded RL1n1sey 's speed of f our miles. Fulton's right 
to l1e k r1 o,vn as tl1e i11 ven tor of the stea111,boat res ts on the fact 
th at his Clermont \\· itl1 the backing of the \vealthy Livin <Yston, 
\ \

1 as put to comr11ercia l use on the Hudson. H·owever, if we 
\Vant to l1e p,articular al1out the factor of comrm,ercial use in 
def in i 11 o· i 11 \'en ti on, it may righ t 1 y be u r g· e d that t h-e honor 
shot1 ld le '"ieferre i11 tin1e to Henry l1reve, of Wheeling, who 
ucce fully l aL1nched his G. Washington on the Ohio and 
i- is s i p 11 i i n 1 8 t 6 aft e r ·Fu l to n an d Li vi n gs to n fa i led on 

he \~'e -- tern ( aters, where our country l1ad its real steam .. 
oatin . 

' 
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What may 'be said for the clai·ms of ''poor John Fitch?'' 
Poor, it m:ay be, be·cause he W ias at-ways hard pressed on the 
su:bject of priority, even to the point of developing a lb•itterness 
to·ward George Washington and oth•e·rs who gave encourage­
ment to the genius of Ru·msey. Much has 1been made of West­
co·tt's atte,m·pt in his 185 7 Life of John Fitch to prove by a 
letter of Dr. Johnson that the memlbers of the Constitutional 
Convention 01f 1787 in Philadelphia took a trip on Fi·t•ch's 'boat 
on Aug·ust 22, three months ·before RumlSey's suc1cessful trial 
at Shepherdsto·wn. Miss Turner comlb1ats this fairly by pro­
ducing Fitch's letter to Governor Randolph on Septe·mJb.er 5, 
wh'ich sho1wed that Fi1rch ''eXJpected '' the •boat to be ready 
''next week'' and· hoped to have the ''me·mib.ers of the Con­
vention ,make a short voyage. '' Burton J. Hendrick in his 
19 3 7 Bulwark of the Repu1bli·c falls into the sam.e error, and 

• 

some West Vir·ginia rea·ders accept for truth what !Jiss Turner 
has dis·proved. The Consti·tutional Convention did see Fitch's 
boat on August 22, and it may 'be conceded that Fitch 1s 'boat 
did, in spite of its great defe·ct in size and in weight of engine, 
mak.e a speed of two miles on th1e Delaware several months 
later, though he is shy on defini·te testi·mony of witnesses. 

Failing then to show that Rumsey's exhibition on Decem~ 
ber 3, 1787, was not the first suc:cessful pu•blic trial in America, 
Fitch adherents have tried to define the invention of the steam­
boat as ·con·ceiv·ing the idea ·of ap·plying staa·m to the propuls.ion 
of a boat. On the basis of th•is definition, Fit·ch adherents 
state that when on Nove·m,ber 4, 1785 he went to Mount Ver-, 
non to get a certi·fica·te of ap1proval from Washington, Fitch. 
assert.ed he ha·d in April of that yea·r conceived o·f na vigiating 
a boat by steam. Washin·gton de•clined to give such a certifi ­
vate, for the very good reason that Rumsey, in N ovem1ber 
178 4, while in Richmond, had spoken of using stea·m for the 
purposes of navigat:on. During th,e latter part of 1787 and 
in 1788, when the Ru.msey-Fitch controvers,y over priority ot 
con·ce~, t ion \\1 as ·bitterly waged., certi.fi-cates were issued by such 
men as John Wilson, of Philadelphia, Nicholas Orrick, George 
Mi·chae! 8 1:din.g-er and Thomas Johnson, of Maryland, show­
ing that they had learned of Rumsey's plans and ~attempts to 
use steam for propelli11g a boat, at various dates between 
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ugust 1783 and ov-en1ber 1784. The s.a n1 e ~1eriod bro ug·ht 
out ev1idence that Rums""'y had employed his brother- i11 -lav.', 
J oseph Bar11es during· the sum.m,er of 1785, to l1uild a boat 
at Berkeley Sprin g·s that p:arts of n1 achin~ry for a steamboa t 
had been cast f or hi1m by several foundries, and that parti :1. l 
sucoess W'ith a steamlboat had been m ade during· tl1e w i11ter ot 
1785-1786. Rumse)' 'S own statement, according· to doc t1-
m·ents not y et published l1y Miss Turner, is to the e·ffe·ci that he 
conceived the idea in t 783 and l1ad brought his boat to its 
f i n:a 1 s ta t e of perfect i o n i n 1 7 8 6 .. 

Wh en it is co·nsidered that Ja1nes Rumse·y co11c·eived the 
idea of pro·pelling a boa t by means of steam before Jol1n Fitch 
and made a successft1l pu1blic trial of h'is stea·m\boat twenty 
yea rs 1before Ro1bert Fulton, it w ould seem an act of d·isloyalty· 
should •West Virginia teacher fail to give Ru,msey the recog­
nition he rightly deserves for his ''services and high .ag·en•cy in 
giving to the world the benefits of the steam:boat.'' I cannot 
close without co11gratulating you as represen tative teachers of 
ot1r tate o·n your in terest in ''Ja1mes Ru·msey, the Inventor of 
the Steamboat.'' 

------0------

CERTIFICATE BY H,Q·RATIO GATES 

(!Supplied by CMiis.5 Ella May Turner) 

011 onday, Decernber 3, 178 7, I was requested to see 
an experiment on the Potowmack river made ,by M,r. James 
Rum$ y s tert m Boat a11d had no Slm:all pleasure to see her 
o-et on her way, with near half her bu rtl1en on board, and ·m ove 
a0·ainst the ct1rre11t at the r ate of three miles per hour, by the 
force of steam, w ithout any externa l appl icati on whatever.. I 
am wel l info rm ed, :and verily bel ieve, that the machine at 
presen t i very imperfect, and 1b1, no means capa1ble of per­
f orming- what it \vould do if com ple ted . I have not the least 
dou1bt but it may be br ought into comnn·on and beneficial use, 

nd e of advan tage to all navigations as the ma·chi ne is si m­
p le, Ii.~ht an •cheap, and w ill 1be ex·ceeding du ra,ble, and does 
not occupy a space in the boat of m ore than f our f eet by two 
f re t and .a half .. 
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FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY 

(Address delivered by W. H. :S. White beJfore ·the Jefferwn County 
Historical Society, Nove,m1oer 9, 1934.) 

With its two hL1ndred years of re~orded history old Jef­
ferson County is rich in the possessio11 of a vas.t store of mater­
ial, ·culture and spiritual resources. The -church fallowed closely 
upon the heels of the explorer and 11ioneer settler or ~actually 
ac1compan1ied hPm. United bands and societies f or 1nutual 
prot,~ction amid the dangers of wilderness life also found rich 
soil for rapid g·ro\vth aside from 1nyst i-c rites of secret socie-, . 
ties whi·ch have since the days of Pythag·oras attracted and 
held men's interest. The turkey call of the \vild India11, to­
gether with his secret cod,es o-f beads, tree n1arking·s 1a 11d other 
modes of recog·nition and loyalty, made it imperative that the 
wh·ite man adopt similar means of n1utual p1·otection and \~1el­
fare. In enemy lands se·cret codes of recog·nition ~lre pri,1n.e 
essentials to survival and su,ccessful g&rowth . 

Thus it was that tl1e Frather of our Cou11try dee1ned it not 
unwise to affiliate early in lirfe wit_h bands and societies of 111e11 

of like m'inds and co1nn1on interests. Doubtless he k11e v\/ the 
gossi·p of the Boston Tea Party. Certainly it was no accid ent 
that an overwhelmi11g· majority of tl1e fran1ers of our Co11 sti­
tution were mem·bers of the order to 1vv l1ich Washi11g·ton gave 
loyal support and !active allegia11ce tl1rouf;ho t1t tl1e years of 
almos.t a half cen·tury of his active adult life. 

It was only a half century afte1· Joh11 Lederer looked 
down upon the do1nain of Je~fferso 11 County fr on1 the Blue 
Rid·ge sum;mit, that the secret org·anization as we k11ow it today, 
came into being· in Eng·land. It was in 1723 that the first 
Constitution for the Grand Lodg·e of Masons of Lo11do11 \vas 
pu1blished. Tl1e growth of the fraternity was coordi11(1te in 
England, Scotland, Ireland and the Ameri,can Colonies. In 
1 7 5 1 , a rival G ran ct Lo d g· e ca I Ii n ,~· i ts e If ' 'T he M o st .t.\ 11 t i e 11 t 
and Honora,ble Fratern·ity of F1·ee and Accepted Maso11s'' \\'as 
esta'blis.hed. The older body tl1er1 took tl1e name of ''Tl1e Mod­
ern Grand Lodg·e of Free and Accepted Masons." He11ce the 
older established body became tl1e Modern in 11an1e \vl1ile the 
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11e\,1 er \vas cal led tl1e ,:,\nt ient ' '-a case of tl1e big· dog be• 
coming ''de leedle 0 11e. '' 

Masonic LoLi 0·es \\'ere established in the Colo11ies l1y mem­
l e rs co n1in g o tit fro 111 E 11g land and farming t l1e1nsel ves in to 
societies without ch~lrter or warrant. But after the middle 
o f th e e i g h tee 11 t 11 cc 11 t ti r y reg u tar ch a r t•e rs \ v ere gr an t e d by th e 
E 11 °· I isl 1 Gr a 11 d Lo d: re t o n e w bod i es i n M a ssa cl 1 t 1 set ts, Pe 11 n -
s y 1 v a 11 i a, M a r y I a 11 d a 11 d Vi r g· i n i a. 

Th LI s i t \\' as th a t Wash in gt on in 1 7 5 1 was in i ti ate d i 11 to 
t h e '' Lo d g· e at Fred e r i c k s·l1 u r o·, ' ' w h i ch a t th e ti rn e \Vas 11 o t u n -
der the jt1 risdiction of any Grand Body. Fred-ericksburg Lodge 
at that ti,m,e ,vras l ocated :tt Peters1burg·, Vir 0·inia . 

1-1 is to r i ans l 1 a v e ~· e 11 e r a 11 y w r i t ten th at th e f i rs t 1 o d g e o f 
Free Maso 11 s to lie esl~l11ished west of the BlL1e Ridg·e was at 

taunto11 in 1 78 6. s ~1 n1atter o,f fa-ct Winchester Hiram 
Lodg·e o. 1 2 Vv'as g·ivc11 ;l cl1arter by the Grand Lodge of Penn­
s)' l v a 11 i:a in 1 7 () 8 . t ;t LI 11 ton is given f i rs t place ·because it \V as 

t l 1 e f i rs t to l1 e c 11 a rt e r c ct l1 y th e G r a n ct I .... o ct g-e of Vi r gin i a. 
s a n1at te r of record, Winchester Hiram Lodge No. 12 con­

t i 11 t1 e d u n d er t 11 e ju r is d i c ti o n of Pen n s y I v a 11 i a Ll n ti 1 1 8 o 7 w he 11 

it \\· ithdrew fron1 that body and passed under the jL1risd iction 
of ir 0 i11ia. 

l t is \\' o rt h _\' o f 11 o t e that th is l , o d g e, af t e r a d o rm a 11 t per -
iod of ten years, from 17 7 5 lo 17 85 was again called toge·ther 

11 J a.11 t1 a r y 2 . 1 8 7 5 l1 \' J a 111 es Ga n1 ti l Do \V do 11, when it was 
f ot111d that onlv· 1fou1· n1 em.l1ers ,vere left. These four held a .., 

l~oLi~e of Sorr t1 w for 11 ,~t1s McD0 11 ~tld, General Lewis and oth­
ers a11 d procee'-i ed to reo r ,~-~l 11ize wi tl1 the f ou r m em•bers. Such 
,,,as tl1e i11terest ;tnd zeal amo11°· the 1m,e1111bers that in 180 7 
,v!1en i e11tered tl1e Grc1nd Lodge of Virginia, i ts me1nlbership 
, \,. aS 1 4 3. 

T:,\ren l y-e ig·h t y-ea rs after the f ound iing of Win,c hester 
Hir~m o. 1 - , tl1e first 111 asonic lodge in what is now West 
1 i r g i 11 i a \\ r as c 11 a rte red a t Le w is o u r g· i n 1 7 9 6 a n d t o o k the 

na111e of Green11rier I ... odg·e 1o. 49. Then ca·1n e· in rapid st1c-­

ce sio11 ooreficld o. 80, t. Horeb o. 89 at Martin s'burg 
and . , el10 o. 91 ~t hepherdsto\vn chartered De-cem1ber 
11 1 1 t. t. el10 \VOt1ld h:a e l1een the second to l1e estab~ 
lished in the ~tate if the Grand Lodge of Virginia had 11ot re .. 
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fuse-d its dispensation to the ap•plicants to affiliate with the 
Grand L•odge of Maryla,id to which i-t had •earlier appl·ied in 
1807, the same year that Moo•refield was chlartered. Its name 
would have been Mt. Ararat. 

The long and tedious proceedings to deter,mine the le­
gality of W,est Virginia's possession of the Eastern Panhandle 
counties kept the four existi,ng· lodges in Jefferson coun·ty 
fro.m join·ing the new Grand Lodge o·f lWest Virgini·a until six 

• 

or sev.en yea·rs aft·er the ·close of the War. Even fafter it was 
definitely decided that the Panhandle counties were to re•main 
in the .new state, some of the lodges demanded, as a condition 
of th·eir new allegian,ce, to 1be pe11m:itted to retai-n their original 
V·irg-inia Nu-mtbe-r. Hence Mt. N•e·bo remains No. 91 and Tri­
lu·min·ar, 11 7. 

Trilu1m.inar Lodge N-o. 117 at Middlew:ay was chartered 
by the Grand Lodge of Virginia De·cem'ber 24, 1819. The pe­
tition for the new lodge to th.e Grand Master for a dispensa­
tion was signed by ·th,e followin·g : John Seevers, Charles W. 
l .. ittler, Joel Wa·rd, Jr., John S. Payto11 of Hira·m Lodge of 
Winchester, a·nd Ja·co·b Clise, William J. Miller and Moses T. 
Hunter of Mt. Hore·b Lodge No. 89 o·f Martins•burg. It was 
located ,at Bruce's Mill, Frederi·ck County. Such a good rec­
ommendation was given these ap•plicants that a charter was 
granted them withoL1·t the lodge bei11g co.n1pelled to work un­
der dispensation as. is the usua·l custo,m. The following letter 
from John Dove, Grand Secr.etary of Virginia to Wm. 0. Ma­
coughtry under •date of May 1 o, 18 7 3 com,plyin·g with the 
1·octge's request to retain its Virgini1a charter as a·n heirloom, is 
of interest and historic value: Dear Sir and B ro.-We part 
with Old Triluminar No. 11 7 with great reluctance, and can­
no·t refuse the request made to retain the parchment on which 
her charter is engrossed. Yours is the remarkable fact that you 
were the first lodge ever chartered by the Grand Lodge with­
ou·t previous dispensiation. You \Vere also one of the three 
lodges chartered on the m·e·mora1ble night in Decem1ber, 1819, 
on whi,ch the work o:f Cross and Cushman was ado·pted. '' 

In the year 1831 it wa-s found that it would be better for 
the craft in general if the lodges were located at S•mith.field in 
Jefferson County. A suitable building was found on the west 

\ 
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side of Main Street on the corner of Hi·gh Street and the alley 
leading to the Union Church. Into this building the lodge 
moved on March 3 o, 183 2. He·re the cnaft l'albored until on 
January 3, 185 2, they moved in·to th·eir present home. 

The lodge was inactive from Novemt-er, 1861, to June, 
1864. No rn,ention is made in the minutes of the last meeting 
in 186 1 of the fact that the lodge was to 'become dormant for 
four Io.ng years. At the meeting in DecemJber, 1864, the min­
utes ·make no ,mention of the interlude, althou•gh they are 
written on the succeeding· pages of the record ·book. It is as 
if no long, tra:gic recess h,ad been tak·en. The silent lapse of 
the record is the lodge's memorial of th·ose ·fitful, tragic years. 
It continued its work under Virginia jurisdiction until De-
cemfber 28, 18 7 2 when it received its new cha·rter fro:m the 
Grand Lodge of West Virginia. 

Harp·ers Ferry once had two Masoni1c Lodges, Eureka No. 
25, Fefb. 27, 186 8 and Charity No. 111. The latter's charter 
from Virginia Grand Lodge W1as dated Dec'emIb-er 15, 1818. 
These were the first in Jefferson County to enter the jurisdic­
ti on of the Grand Lodge of West Virginia. The two consoli­
dated with the consent of th•e new Grand Lodge, a;s Lo1gan 
Lodge o. 25. Its charter is dated Novel!lfber 11, 1868, but 
the consolidation was not ap1proved until NovemJber 15, 1871. 

Malta Lodge o. 80 at Charles Town ·was crua,rtered ,by 
the Grand Lodge of Virginia December 14, 1847. Its West 
Virginia charter is dated Decemlber 28, 18 72. The movement 
for the organization of Malta must have been given great im­
petus by the ,meeting of Triluminar Lodge and visiting masons 
on May 14, 1844 for the purpose of makin,g pilgrim,a·ge to the 
W .ashington Cave, as shown in the ,follo'wing minutes:-

Middleway, Jefferson Co., Virga., 
Triluminar Lodge 11 7, 

May 14th A. L. 5 8~4-1844. 
Master M. Lodge called from Ia'bor to refresh-ment to as­

s mlble in Charles T o\vn on Thursday morning next at 1 O 
o'clock. 

Charl es T own, May 16th, A. L. 5844, A. D. 1844. 
T he brethren were called from refreshment to labor­

Presen t L wis Fry, W. M. p. t., V~·nce Bell, S. W. p. t., J. R . 
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A. Red1man, J. W. p. t., S. lJ. Minghini, Treasr., J. W. Gran­
tham, Secy. p. t., Jos. E Bell, S D, J. H. Cam·pbell, J. D. p. t., 
John Fearis, Tyler and 1 o other brethren of Triluminar Lodge, 
Middleway; 11 fro·m G. Waspington Lo·dge, Be·rryville; 19 
from Equality Lodg·e, Martins!burg·; 16 fro·m Mt Ne'b-0 L·od·ge, 
Shepherdstown; 3 .-from Front Royal Lodge, Front R•oyal; _13 
from Livingston Lodge, Charles Town; 22 from Charity Lodge, 
H·a·rpers Fer•ry; 14 from Hiram L·od.ge, Winchester; Bro. An­
thony Kimmel, D. E. G. M. Lingano·re, Frederick County, 
M·aryland·; Levi L. Stevenson, P. G. M. rand G. L., orf Va.; 
Ja•mes Point of Staunton; N. Seev·ers, D. C.; J·as. W. Irwin, 
Clar·ksville, ·Ky.; '\V'm. ,Ho·ugh, Cumtberland, Md.; John Wor­
nel, Mt. Vernon Chapel; and other brethren. The Fraternity 
asse:mJbled in the Iar•ge roo1m over the Cou,rt House at 1 o o'clock 
a. m. The pr·oc·ession moved thence under escort of the 
Charles To,wn artil1ery commanded by Capt. R•owa·n an,d the 
J,efferson Guards by Oapt. J. G. Packe·tt, directed b·y Bros. 
Capt. G. W. Sappington an-d W. G. Ferguson on ho~eback as 
marshalls, t·he wh·ole_ ·bein·g under special direction of Bro. Dr. 
John S. H,arrison of Martinsfburg as Chie.f Marsha.JI and Bro·s. N. 
Seever and Mo·rgan .Johnson of Clarke Co. as assistant m1ar­
shalls to the Presibyterian Chur•ch, where the cerem·onies were 
opened with prayer by the Pastor, R·ev. Mr. Du·tt.on. An elo­
quent and appropriate address· suited to ·the interesting Oicca ... 
si'on whi'ch had called-the fraternity together was then delivered 
( occurpyi-ng an hour and 20 ms.) by B·ro. Crua·rles J. Faulkner 
of Martins:bur,g, giving an. interestin·g . a-c·count of the tradition 
of the ·Crafts in connection with the country's distinguished 
Brother and .guest; the lamented and ever to ·be rememlbered 
GE01RGE WASHINGTON h1eld the first L9d·ge of free and 
accepted Masons ever assemibled west of the Blue Ridge, which 
tradition ,fixes a'·bout the year 17 5 3. The speake·r wa.s extremely 
feltcitous in his arnangements of the facts connected with this 
in·teresting sp·ot. A·mong other interesting Mas-onit relics the 
ora.tor held up to the audience an ·Apron of black sitk velvetJ -presented more· tha·n a hal1f century since to Gen. Washin·gton 
from the Grand L-odge of Fran,ce through the person of his: 
early frie;nd, bro-fhe-r and companion in arms, Bro. GiJ;bert M ... 
D~ Lafayette. Th·is Masonic r·elic is the pro·perty· ot· .Mt, Nebo 
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Lodge, given it by a colLateral descendant of General Wash­
ington. The procession returned to the Court House where 
the following resol·utions were unanimously adopt·ed; on mo­
ti on of Bro. A. Kim1mel. Resolved that the thanks of the 
brethren present be tendered Bro. Faulkner and respectfully 
request a copy of the address for publicatio,n and if 01btained 
that it be likewise published in the several masoni1c magazines 
and papers in the U. States.-The chair 1appointed as thie com­
mitee Bro. G. W. Singleton, N. Seever and B. Wigginton,. 
Resolved that the thanks of the Brethren be severally tendered 
the Rev. Mr. Dutton for his .ministerial services rendered in 
church today-the Elders of th·e Pre~yterian Church for the 
use of their house today-the me,mbers of the s·everal Bands 
for their excellent music duri·ng the ·procession. Capts. Row­
an, Packette, the Officers and men under their respect·ive com­
mand fo-r the prompt and soldier-like m,anner in which they 
discharged the duties assigneg the1m during the procession. 
Resolved that the p·r01ceedings of the day b1e transcritbed by the 
Secretary of Trilum•inar Lodge an·d a copy f·orwarded to all the 
Lodges of Vi.rg. and to the several Masonic m·agazines and 
p,a pers of the U. States. The Craft was called ,from Ia:bor to 
r·efreshment and ·proceeded in a b·oct·y to t·he Hotel of Capt_. Jos. 
F. Aibell, where the brethren in a body parto!ok of a sumptuous 
dinner served u·p in the usual style of that excellent caterer. 

oon after dinner the craft again asse,m:bled at the Court 
Ho·use and resumed their la1bor, formed pro·cession again and 
proceeded on horseb,ack to the cave on the lan,d of Wm. Clark 
thoug·h recently ascertain·ed to bel-ong to the fraternity in fee by 
deed of bargain and sale from a Mr. Davis and wife in the 
year 177 3 conveying the cave or 1 1-8 a•cres of land includin·g 
the cave to • a,mt. Washington and several others and recorded 
in the Clerk's office of Berkeley Co., Via. T·he cave was 

beau·tifully illuminated for the occasion-a1bout 150 of the 
Craft, 2 .companies of Volunteers, a Band of music and a large 
numtber of c it izens entered this su,bteraneous excavation ren-

lered in teresting to every good and zealous Mason as being 

the place in which their va1 UJaible tenets were first imparted in 

western Virginia, and 1-2 an hour and m ore were spent 
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in expl·o·ring th!e d·iff1erent apart,m.en·ts of this wonderfrii·-·na·t­
ural curio·sity. 

The procession returned to town a~t 5 o "Clo1ck, all much 
pleased w-ith their first masonic visit to th-is co,nse·crated S'J)ot. 
Bro. L. L. Stevenson, P. G. M., presided ov·er the several 
Lodg.es c·ollectiV1ely. Th·c c-ral·t was ag,ain called from labor to 
refr,eshmen·t (·at le·ast the Bret·hren of Tritu.minar Lodge) to 
meet at their H.all in Middleway, on Saturday evening the 18,th 
i"nst., which was accordin·gly so d·one and M. M. Lodge closed 
in due fo111n. 
JOHN P. SMITH LEWIS FRY, W. M. 

Sec.y. p. t. Pro Tem!p•or-e 
We, the undersigned, Sect'y. and W. M. of T·rilum-inar 

Lodge No. 117, at Middlewa·y, W. Va., do certify that the 
albove copy is a correct copy o,f the minutes made May 14; 
1844, 1by this Lodge· and is no·w preserved with our old Lod·ge 
•records. 

Signed 
W. M. 

Secty. 
DOCUMEN·TARY NOTES OFFERED IN EVIDENCE CON-. 

CE·RN!JNG THE AUTHENTICITY OF T'HE IMASO·NIC 
CAV·E AND ·1TS INTER·EST TO THE MASONIC FRA­
TE·RN·ITY. TiHJ·S R.ESEARCH WAS MADE BY COL­
ONEL BRAXTON D. ·GIBSON, CHARLES TOWN, 
WEST VIRGIN:IA 
In 17 50 George Washing·ton surveyed lands of William 

an·d Sa;m1uel D.a vis on Evi,tt's Run, an•d it is definitely known 
that the Dav·ises o,wned the land em'bra1cing the cave field . 

. • On June 15, 1773, Sa,muel Davis and wife deeded to 
Samuel Washington, John · Augustine Washington, Phil Smith,. 
W·illia·m Cna·wfor-d, Valentine Crawfor·d, Hugh Stev·henson, 
R-ichard Ste=phenson, J,am=es Stephenson, ·and Mark Stephenson, 
on~ and one-ei,ght acres of land including the cave. This deed 
is recorded in Ord·er Book N·o. 1, page 339, County Clerk's 
Office, Martins·burg, West Virgin·ia. 

The Sa•muel Davis who dee•d1ed the cave to Samuel 
Washington and seven o·thers, as a'bove m-ent.ioned, was one 
of· the chra·rter memfb·e•rs as the Junior Warden of Winchester 
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Hiram Lodge No. 12 chartered in 1768 under w·arrant fro1n .. 
t.he Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. He was still a memlber at 
the time the a•bove deed was made in 1773. 
CORNER TONE LAYIN·G ·OF P0TOMA1C RIVER BRID1GE 

AT HARPERS FERRY 
In the Fre•e Press of Wednesday, October 271h, 1824, 

there is an account of the laying of the corner stone of the 
West a1butment of the big ibridge over the Potom,ac River at 
Harpers f ,erry, Virginna, on October 22nd, 1824 (Friday). 
Charity Lodge No. 111 h·ad as honored visitors from Maryland 
th-e Grand Master, B. C. Howard, and other officers o·f the 
Grand. Lodge of Maryland, the great General Otho H. Wil­
liams, 1being the Junior Grand Warden. Aibout 150 Masons 
were in the procession. There were t-wo co'm!panies of the m.il­
i tary from Mfaryland . The pa·per also gives the resolutions 
adopted ·at the next m•eetin·g of Charity Lodge No. 111 compli­
menting and thankin,g the Grand Lodge of Ma!ryland and the 
visiting military com'panies for th·eir ·presenice and assistance. 

The same issue of the Free Press g-ives notice of prep·ara­
tions for the cordial welcome to be accorded to General IJaf ay­
ette who was to arrive at Harpers Ferry on Saturday, October· 
30, 1824. Cha.rity Lodge No. 111 took a prominent part in 
the reception tendered their distinguishe•d broth-er, Lafayette. 

Concluding the masonic loct,ges, Jefferson Lodge No. 51 
a•t Ka,bletown was ac tive until 1886 when it surren•dered its 
charter. Elk Branch No. 93 W1as ori~inally located at Duffields. 
In 1891 it obtained permission to m·ove to Shenandoah Junc­
tion. on Lodg-e o. 124 at Su•mmit Point is listed in the is­
sue of the ln<le·pendent Democrat of Charles Town, Virginia, 
on October 1 1859, in the Masoni1c Lodge Directory for Jef­
ferson County. It is not known j·ust when this lodge rbeaa.me 
extinct. The round die, part of Avon Lodge seal with N·o. 124, 
square and compass and letter G with three cand•le sticks a·b-ov.e 
are no,1r .. in po session of Mr. J. K. Janney in Ch,arles 'rown 
,vho is u in (Y it at present as a paper weight. It was given to 
him hv one of his employees 1by the name of Clip1p who found 
it in the tool che t o,f hi grandfather, J. W. Clipp, a farm·er 
near u·m1mit Point. There now remain five masonic lo·dges 
in Jeffer on County, a greater nurmfber than exist in all but two 
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or three of th~ larger and 1more ·po·pulous ·counties ·of the State. 
-Odd Fellows . 

The first invention of the naime Odd Fellows was by Dan-
iel Defoe in 17 45. In the year 177 5, the Most No'ble Order 
·of the Bucks was established, into which order George IV was 
initiated in 1780. l'he earliest ritual extant to be calle-d Odd 
Fellows was made in 1797. Th·ere were origin.ally three sep­
arate .orders, named respectively the Patriotic Order, the Union 

• 

or United Order ,and the Loyal Orde-r. In 1813 • the various 
lodges of the Union Order 1met in London and formed the his­
toric and famous Manchester Unity, which today remains Eng-

• 

land's prin·cipal Friendly Society. The first lod,ge in America 
w·as Shakespeare Lodge N·o. 1, organized in New York Dece·m­
·ber 26, 1806, by Solom-on Chambers and his son, John, of 
Lond·on. 

The •beginning of Odd Fellowship as it is known to·day 
was the establishment of Washington Lodge No. 1 in Baltimore 
on A·pril 26, 1819, ,by Th,o·m1as Wildey. The same year the or­
der united with the Mancheste·r Unity and c·ontinued its affilia­
t·ion until Septem!b•er 23, 1842, when Washington Lodg~e se­
cured a ·charter from the Duke of York Lodge in England thus 
creating the Grand Lodge of Maryland. The fore,going history 
of this Order in America is given to show how closely Jefferson 
County is allied with th•e beginnings o,f all typ·es o:f enterprises 
connected with the growth of ou,r nat·ion. 

On October 9, 1843, :Caled·onia Lodge No. 4 of Shep-
• 

he·rd·stown was chartered to C. A. Keyser, A. R. McQuilkin, 
A1brah1am Harris, J. M. Greenwood and Cato M. Entler. On 
A·pril 21, 1845, the common ·council of Shepherdstown was 
petitioned lby th•e lodge for . permission to ere-ct a lodge hall in 
C'onnection with the m:arket house located in the oenter of King 
Street at its intersection with Ge11n·an Street. The council gave 
the Iod·fe a lease for 999 years with the stipulation that the 
buildini should have brick walls sim'ilar to those of the Re­
formed Church front and ''the whole outside to be buff-washed 
similar to Mr. •Daniel Entler's Hotel.'' When ta· charter was 
issued to West Virginia Grand L·od•g1e as a separate grand juris­
diction, Decemlber 5, 1865, the.re were twenty-two lodges af­
filiating, ·of whic1h Calect·onia was one and was re:presented at 
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the session y John D. Staley. It was at that time truat its 
numtber was changed from twenty-three to four. 

More than ten years 'before the founding of Caledonia 
and on ly fourteen years after the founding of Odd Fellowship 
in Ameri,ca, Grand Sire Thomas tWildey, the founder o•f the Or­
der, came to Harpers Ferry on the 18th of May, 18 3 3, f1or the 
i1urpose of opening Virginia Lodge No. 1, 0.1.0.F. (Order of 
Independent Odd Fellows). 

Thi lodge held meetings regularly until April 28 , 1861, 
when it w.as decided to l1old its sessions at the homes of m,em. 
bers on ac,coun t of the hall 1s 1being in possession ·of, an•d occu .. 
pied by Southern Troops. It was stated in th-e minutes that 
the purpose of holding the .meetings was to provide ways and 
means to care for deserving members. On July 5, 1861, a 
meeting was held in the Hall to arrange to attend the funeral 
of a ,m:emlber who had been accidenba1ly shot by one o,f the 
federal troops. Tlhe regular time of meetings was 4 p. m. This 
,vas the last meeting un tit March 16, 1864, when the Lodge 
met for reorganiz·a.tion a( 3 :OO p. m. and decid-ed to resume 
its meetings at 4 :OO p. m. 

The lodge owned a beautiful silk banner whi1ch ·was car­
ried a way •by on•e of, the f edenal troops during the war. It wa5 
retum e<l to the lodge on January 2, 1865, fro·m East Haddam, 
Connecticut, and is sti11 in -possession of the 1odge. On Decem­
ber 5, 186 5 the new West Virginia charter was granted to:­
Benja,min F. Leiseiring, Henry V. Daniels, Alfred Burton, Jos. 
A. Martin, S<n1uel Shrewbridge, w ·m .. E. Anderson, M. T. Krepp 

.. and amuel Traid . 
On January 29, 18 66, the oandles of the Lodge were 

stored a way and for the first time the use of ro1ck oil la:m1ps was 
inaugurat-ed. Wildey Lodge o. 2 7 at Charles T'o·wn and 

amaritan o. 29 at Middleway were also given charters on 
DecemJber 5, 1 ~65 . Charles Town's old Vir,gini!a num1Jer was 
eleven. amaritan Lodge at Midd1eway was first char,tered 
y Virginia Octa er 14, 1846. This lodge surrend1ered its 
harter and ceased to fun·ction January 14, 1933. Cassender 

Lodge o. 5 3 was closed by order of the Grand Lodge June 1, 
1882. ictoria Lodge 1 o. 75, Leeto1wn, ,ceased to exist Au-
gust 13 J 18 8 2.. Jeff er son o, 1 3 o was first insti•tuted ,a,t Duf .. 
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fields May 13, ~1892. It was later re.m·oved to Shenand-oah 
Jun'ction and gave up its ,charter Septe·mber 9, 193 2. High 
Point No. 3i25 ~t Sum.mit Point fbegan on Novenifber 20, 1908 
and closed its work in 1911. Thus in all, eight lodges of Odd 
Fellows have at •different ti,mes sin1ce the 18th of May 183 3, 
wielded their fraternial influen1ce and assisted needy ;members 
.and their families in -times of sickness and sorrow. 

P. 0. S. of A. 

There have been six ·aamps o·f Patriotic Order, Sons of 
America in Jefferson Cot1n ty :-

No. 7 at Shenandoah Junction. 
No. 8 at Shepherdstown . 

• 

No. 9 at Harpers Ferry 
No. 10 at Charles Town .. 
No. 11 at 'Summit Point. 
N·o. 3 o at Kearneysville. 
The orbjects of this 1order as set forth are: 
1. ·To incul!cate pure Ameri!can Prin·ciples. 
2. To tea,ch lo)'lalty to A.meri·can lns·titutions. 
3. To cultivate fraternal af,fection. 
4. T'o o·ppose foreign interference in State and Nation. 
5. To op·pose appropriation of pu'b·lic ·moneys for sec­

tarian purposes. 
6. T·o preserv·e the Constitution of the United States. 
7. To defend and main·tain -the American System of pub­

lic s·chools. 
8. To provide a sick an·d funeral 1benefit. 
Washington Cam·p No. 1 o was. esta1blished De1ce1mtber 20, 

1905. Atm:ong the ,c·harter me·m'bers ·wer·e:-J. W. Irvin, T. A. 
Ram,ey, J·ohn T. Porterfield, R. C. Rissler, 0. M. Phillirps, H. M. 
Washington and othe:rs, thirty-one members in all. 

This Camp has been signally honored by having five of 
its m•em.'bers ~erve as Stat•e Presidents. They were :-E. Hiney, 
Dr. T. A. Ramey, J. W. l,rvin, G. 0. Willey and E. 8. Reed. It 
.has also furnished three State se·cretaries.: , H. N. Bradley, D. 
C. Dolly and W. F. Arey, the presen-t incumbent. 

Honoraibl•e H. N. Bnadley is at present the National Presi­
dent of the Order whose headquarters are in Ph-iladelphia. 

• 
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John ,w. Irvin has served as ational Representative since the 
beginnig of the Order in the State. 

Camp o. 8, Shepherdstown, was chartered on Decem-
ber 13, 1905, with twenty-four ,memfbers am•ong who-m were 
M. R. !Moler, E. A. Crowl, Ro1bert Shipley, C. E. Griffith, .Wil­
Iiatrn· Shipley, C. D. Hoffmaster, Irvin Myers, M. G. Bast, G. 
W. Ferrell and R. G. Miller. 

Honona1ble U. S. Marti:n has served as State President of 
the Order. It should be stated that the late Dr. William H. 
Reese of the Shepherd College Faculty was a State President 
and died while attending the annual session at Moorefield in 
1931. 

In 191 o there was established a lodge of the Ind·ependent 
Order of Red Men in Shepherdstown. There were othe-r 
lodges of this order in Charles Town and 1perhaps other places 
in the co·unty. 

There is ,a Kni-ghts of Pythias Lodge in Charles Town. 
Thus have men-and women too in the Eastern Star, , 

[)aughters of Po,cahontas, Re'b-eccas and Pythian SistersY--. -
banded themselves together during the entire history of J effer­
son county, for purposes of m-utual friendship, -charity and 
fraternal association. Their work has 1been of real 1an·d lasting 
service to the ·county, the State and the nation. They have 
truly played their part in our progress and civilization. 

------0------

SOME OLD GRAVES AN1D Giff:AVEYARDS 0 1F J·fJF,FERSON 
COUNTY 

• 
B:v MJRS. J. ·M. (MJiluTJEJR: 

Graveyards, not a very ·cheerful su1bject, perhaps, -but a 
very interesting one, for they preserve the names o:f many of 
those who laid the foundation of our county. Sad to say, a 
numiber of these old ·buryinggrounds, like that around the Old 
Bulls.kin Church near ummit Point, have entirely disappeared, 
with the names of those w ho sleep there. And it is only by 
ref erring to old letters and Bibles that one can find the n·ames 
of any of those who are buried at St. George's Cha'Pel . 

• 
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The oldest !m,arkers. seem to have ·been field stones ·with 
no records on them, as in the Mc·Cormack gra veyard

1 
near 

Summit Point. However, there are still a number of old grave­
yards that are most interesting·. 

The Darke g·ra veyard is near Duffields, where the Gen­
eral and members of his fa·mily are ·buried, and Cathiarina Bei­
erlin. An old sandstone marked M. H. 17 76 is also found here. 

The graveyard at ''Maple Shade'' dates ,ba•ck at lea.st to 
1786, where ·the Swe·aringens, so-me ·of them, are buried. At 
''Bellevue', there are 1n•any un:marked stones, an-d some with 
names su·ch as Blackford and Hamtram-ck. In the Refo1·11ned 
Church gra veyar<l the old stones are inscri:bed in German. :Also,. 
not far from· here, is the grave of the pioneer, Ed1ward Lucas, 
and many ·memlbers o-f his family. All these are near She1p-

• 

herdstown. 
In the Halltown neighborhood, on the ftarm of l\'\rs. Ed­

mund Taylor, is the g-ra ve ·of John Rion, a large land owner, 
who departed this life 1788. At ''Flowing Spring'' in the gar­
den in an u11marked grave lies Ro1bin Ru·therford, also a large 
land owner. Other Rutherfords were 'buried on the George 
Zinn f:arm in the garden, as early as the 1 800 's. Not far fro.m 
Dust •Crossing l·ies Ro1bert Buckles, a Revolutionary o,ffi•cer, in 
an un·.marked grave. John Freize, a Revolutio·nary soldier, is 
said to 'be buried on the ''South .Wood'' farm, near Walpers 
Cross Roads. There are many un,marked stones here. At ''The 
Moorings,'' near Wicliff, Battaile Muse is ·bu-ried. He was 
Washington's b,usiness manager, and departed this life in 1803. 
Mem:bers of his family are also buried here. 

Peter Haines, the last Revolutionary soldier ·who died· in 
Charles Town, is 'buried in the old Pres:byterian ,e;-ra veyard; no 
one knows just where. There are over sixty tegi-ble stones in 
this old g-raveyard, na.mes of those_ who were active in the af­
fairs of the town. lsabel~a Kennedy, who died in 1799, has 
the oldest m·arked stone. 

The old Quaker graveyard on the Marshall Burns place, 
where once stood a Quaker meeting house, a nu•m\ber of the 
land o·wners around here :being Quakers, is forg·otten hi~tory, 

A record o-f a'bout a hundred of these old graveyards has. 
been mtade to preserve them fo.r othe,r generations,. but the 
work was done too late, 
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LE·1·1~E·R WRI*l"l'F:N TO CA·DET TH.OS. B. WA:S:HINGTON 
BY HFS FA~HER BUSHROD CORBIN WASHIN1GTON 

OF CLAYMONT, NEA·R CHARLESTOWN, VA., 
NOW CHARLES TO·WN, WEST Vl1RGI-NIA . 

(Suoplierl by W. F. A1exan·der) 

T o Cadet Thomas B. Washington, 
Middletown, Conn. 

My dear son, 
Your letters of the 27th an-d 6th have been rec'd and 

hereby acknowledged ; I was pleased to observe an evi·dent im­
provetm·ent in your diction and handiwriting & hope you will 
continue to do so; you must not ho·wever forget the great im­
portance of 1correct spelling. You d·o not speak as fully of 
your course of studies as I •could wish. I ddesire to know whta.t 
Latin book you are reading, how much you read a day, who 
are in your cla~s and which is the ·best scholar, and so in re­
gard to each of yo-ur other studies; the num1ber of y·our room, 
the n4,mes of your roommates and their gene,ral characters; 
whether or not you h,a ve !been admitted into the regiment; 
how you are pleased with the Academy, m-ilitary & literary, 

• 

or any other interesting infor11'Iation; what '·books, ct·othes &c 
you have ibought; what im1provem:ent you wish to m·a.k·e in 
your room; why it is necessary for you to make them at your 
own expense, and if it meets the Captain's views and appro­
bation. E1ach and every ques,tion I wish you to answer in the 
order they are stated. I als·o wish to know if the Captain allows 
money to be sent to the cadets personally, for it is contrary to 
his printed rules & regulations. 

The wheat crop is mJUch injured by the fly, the corn is 
growing finely, it has been very seasonalb1e since I got home. I 
h4d commenced sending the paper to you 'before your letter 
upon that su·bject reached me. I should be very much pleased to 
v·sit you this autumn accompanied ·by your deiar Mother. I 
bought for you in Philadelphia on my way home a very hand­
some seal. I am orry to announ·ce to you the de~th of T'om 
Mi t hel, he died very su denly not being sick more than two 
hours. 
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Wm. Perry expects to go -to Baltimore shortly, the store 
we hope to get hi·m in is partly owned 1by Wm. 1;3rown,.s son; I 
am in ·hopes it will ,be a very g·ood situat.ion. 

Your relations and friend,s within 1my reach are well, & 
al} unite in love to you; Miss Kennedy ,and Mrs. Perry ct·esire 
to :be affectionately· rememfbered to you, the servants send th.eir 
love to you. 

God bless you my dear son, 

J·une 17th 1827 
Sun. Morn. 

Your affectionate Father· 

BUHS1ROD C. WASHIN.GTON·. 

N. B. You must afway5 in the con·clusion of y·our letters speak: 
·of Yates & Bayl·or. 
(These were two boys fro,m Jefferson County at­
tending the Acade!n·y with Thomas Washington.) 

Sherwood, Sunday Mor. June 17, 1827·~ 

My dear Brother 
I received your ,affectionate letter on Thursday, and was· 

much pleased to find that you had not forgotten me. I would 
have written s·ooner, 1b·ut waite·ct to see if you would favor me 
with a letter. You cannot think wl1at real pleasure it gives. 
your dear Mother to think how ·well you spend your Sa:b·bath, 
my dear Brother and it gives me pleasure to think that if you 
and I never meet in this world the thought of meeting in ~an­
other far 'b·etter world than this. I hope when we do meet 
again we ·will )be more affectionate in our manners to each 
other and try to make our time profita1ble to 1both. 

Never forget me in your ,prayers to you,r Heavenly Father~ 
my belove•d lbrother I never fail t-o remem)b·er you in mine. 
Aunt Judy has received a letter from our Kind Cousin Kitty· 
Cunningha-rn who enquires very 1affe,cfionately for you and de­
sires me to tell you not to forget your p.romise to her. . Mrs .. 
Turner sends her love to you and the little girls theirs. l de­
livered your -message to William Perry, B. W. Her·bert, E. S . 

• 

Black'burn, Sister Maria & V. T. Washington, they send thefr 
thanks to you for remem·be-ring ·them. Ma.mmy, Tena & Liddy 
are very much pleased t0 bear that you. have got on· you·r· W1~ 
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form, and say that you must look very nice in it, they send 
their love ,and all the other servants, ·but I must conclude. May 
God ·bless you my dear Brother is the sincere wish of your af­
fectionate ister, 

HA NAH LEE WASHINGT-ON. 

Letter of Anne Ma-ria Thomasina Black,burn Washington 
to her son Thomas Black'burn Washington. 

Sa1bbaih Evening. 
Your letter, my beloved Child caused ,my heart to rejoice, 

persevere ever unto the end •my darling in reading yo·ur Bi1ble 
and pnaying. Large s.choo1s are so1metimes blessed with special 
visits and outpouring·s of the Holy Spirit. There has ,been a 
revival at West Point and so there may ·be at Middletown and 
m y beloved, ffi.)' only son may be of the numfber who shall pass 
f ram death unto life. I miss you most I think, 1my darling, on 
the Sab·bath, but I think instead of murmuring and compl~in­
ing of your beincr separated from me I should rejoice that our 
Heavenly Father has taken you under his care and pla:ced you 
where you have su,ch advantages. The servants hiave 1been 
much engaged to-day in attending Ned's funeral. Your uncle 
and aunt have lost a kind friend & faithful servant in Thomas 
Mitchel, he I dou1bt not is hap,py for he was ,a re1igious man. I 
send you an extra•ct from the gua rdi an ''Read the Bible, ·beware 
of evil company reverence the Sa·b•bath, never neglect private 
prayer. Be cotirageous in opposing sin, and de1clare your at­
tachment for religion, wl1atever others do deter•mine solemnly 
and de]i·berately & in the s•trength of God to serve the Lord. 

void the theatre as you would a pest-house, never be induced 
t·o enter those walls, where even the name of God is profaned 
& piety ridiculed w11er indetcency in dress and in gestures 
· preads her net to entang·Ie the simp1e and unwary, this I hope 
you have seen with disgust. Be affable kind & courteous to 
all, su missive ,to your teachers and respectful in your manner 
of speaking of them as wel l as to them. Be liberal ( not osten­
tatiou ) in estowing as well as in thinking. Be economical in 
your pecuniary con erns for extravagance leads to ro1·b·bery1 

forgery, and often to de.ath and always to much trouble in this 
il.if e. " 
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Your father feeds Porter at night in the chamlber portico. 
Sydney, I believe, stays at Mrs. Perry's. Your aunt B, 1and 
aunt Jane send their love as does Sa,rah Jane. I do not feel 
quite satisfied ·with myself for writing today. I was much 
pleased with the sulbscription raised for Harriet and will en­
quire a1bout him. 

I ·co·mmend y-ou to our pa.ther in Heaven and rem!ain, 
Your a·ffectionate Mother. 

------0------

JEFFERSON COUNTY V·OTERS, JANUARY 1789 

The list of voters, f,reeholders who participated in the 
election of a member of Congress on January 7, 1789, as re­
pu'blished in the issue of The Farmers Advocate for the first 
week of Jianuary 18 7 3. 

The opposing candidates were Col. William Darke of 
Berkeley an·d General James Wood of Frederi•ck county. This 
section then being a part of Berkeley, all our voters had to go 
to Martins'burg, the county seat, to cast their votes. 

A partial list of voters at that election were: Daniel Bed­
inger, William Blue, John Briscoe, James Buckles, D:aniel Cam­
eron, Isaa•c -Chapline, Conrad Claycom1b, Christopher Clice, 
Philip Coons, Patrick Dougherty, Martin Entler, Isaac Evans, 
Jas. Foreman, John Fryatt, Ja·mes Glenn, Willi~m Gorrell, 
George Ham, William Hannah, Willi:am Henshaw, David Hunt­
er, Ja,cob Isler, James Keairney, John Kearsley, Launcelot Lee, 
William Leith, Edward Lucas, James Maxwell, John Melvin, 
Cato Moore, Richard Morgan, William Morgan, Zach Morgan, 
John Morrow, Thos. Osb1orne, M:athew Porterfield, George 
Reynolds, Thos. Rutherford, Henry Sheetz, A'bram Shepherd, 
Nicholas Strayer, J·a·mes st.rode, Thomas Swearingen, tMagnus 
Tate, Thomas Thornburg, Richard Willis, Rabert Wilson, Philip 
~Wiltshire. 
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BRA'DD0CK'S MARCH IBROUGH JEFFERSON COUNTY 

Historians in referring to the march of Braddock to the 
Ohio River w ith the expectation of aaipturing the French at 
Fort Duquesne are a·ccustomed to ignore the .fact 1hat a large 
part of his troops passed through what is n·oW' Jefferson Coun­
ty in West Virginia, a detach'1ment having come from Alexan­
dria by way of Leesburg and Keyes Fe·rry and having encamped 
f or a time near Charles Town. Maps sh·o'wing the line of m.arch 
indicate only a route by W1ay of Williamsport, Ma,rtinS'burg and 
Winchester. 

In support of ,the Jefferson County route, ,Miss. Carrie B. 
Wilson recently read 1before the Society a portion of a diary 
entitled ''Journal of a Voyage from L·ondon to Virginia 1754'' 
f ound in the Lilbrary of Congress. This diary rehea.rses the ex­
periences of an English lady who, as a nurse, accompanied her 
brother, \a commissary officer attached to Braddo·ck's expedi­
tionary force at Fort ClllI111berland. The original diary was 
f ound in England. 

Earlier w1riters from the c·ounty have not relished 1his 
slight on Jeffers.on County. For example, there is the article 
on Brad,dock's March written for the West Virginia Historical 
Society in 1902 ;by ·General Wm. P. Craig:hill who calls atten­
tion to the route of Sir Peter Halk•et's Regiment by w,ay of 
Keyes Gap. 

Portions of the diary and of General Craighill 's article 
are herewith given. 

Frm11 the Diary 
June the 5 

My lodgings ( at fri end Thompson's) not •being very clean, 
I had so many close Companions call'd Ticks that deprived me 
of my n ights Rest, but I indulged till 7. We hatted this Day, 
ati ·the urses Baking B-raad and Boiling Beef for the March 'to 
morrow. A fine Regale 2 chicken ·with milk and water to 
Drink which my friend Thompson said was fine temperate 
Liquor. everal things lost out of my 'Waggon amongst the 

• 

rest they took 2 of my Ham , which my Coachman said was an 
abom.ination to him and if he could fin-d out who took them 
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he would mtake them remem:ber taking the next. 
J.une the 6 

Took my leave of Friend Thompson, wh·o ·bid me fare­
well. A great Gust of Thunder and Lightning and Rain pass'd 
over the Blue Ridge whiich was one continual mountain for 3 
Miles. Forg'd through 2 Rivers. At 7 we halted at Mr. Keyes, 
a fine Plantation. Had for dinner 2 ·chic'kens. 
June the 7 

Having no room to lodge in I lay'd in the Chi,mney, so 
wanted n·o calling in the Morning h;a ving no sleep all Nigh·t. 
At 4 ·we 'b·egan to march. Great gusts of Rain my wagon and 
every thing in it wet, and all sick alltm~os.t drown'·d. At 4 we 
halted at -my Friend Laidlers, (Brucetown) 

T.he next stop was at Ballengers, Eight m.iles :from Win-
chester. (Thompson's Inn is supposed to lta.ve ·been ab-out 
where Hills1borough is now.) 

Fro1n the Craighil.l Article 
There is no reasonable dou1bt ,that Brad1dock hmself fi­

nally crossed the Potomac at Williamsport and went thence 
direct to Win,c·hester. The testimony of Washington confirms 
that, as doe·s also the following extract from a letter of Gov­
ernor Sharpe to Lord Baltimore dated the 22d of May, in which 

I 

he s-ays ' 'The General did not leave Frederick until first of May 
when I waite·d on hitm over Potomac on the way to Winches­
ter.'' 

* * * 
Washington had been fro·m Alexandria to Winchester 

q,uite often, but not by ,vay of Frederick, Maryland. And he 
did not approve the Frederi,c·k route, as is shown ,by the follow­
ing- extna-ct from his letter previously quoted, of May 5 to 
Fairfax, where he says, ''You will naturally con·clude that to 
pass through Maryland when no object required it ·was an un­
comm·on and extraordinary route for the General and for Col­
onel Dunbar's ,regiment. The reason however was obvious. 
Those who promoted it h:ad rather that the communication 
should be opened tha,t way than through Virginia, but I believe 
that the eyes of the •General are now open and the imposition 
detected.'' 

It is highly prolba1ble it was the influen·ce of Sharpe that 
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took any of Braddock's con1n1 a11d via Frederick, \vhich was off 
the direc t and natura l li11e of that day from Alexandria to 

u111berland. 'l"' he Pen11svl va11ians found fault \v·ith both the .. 
\ ' irigi nia and Maryland routes and clai1n1ed that the ar·m y should 
have been l1rot1ght up th'- Dela\vare to Pl1iladelphia ·and started 
thence on its westward wa v. Doctor Franklin was of that -

# • 

opinion. 
* * * 

I quote 110w from S~lro·ent's History (publisl1ed in 1855 by 
the Historical Society of Pen11sy lvania.) 

''It n1 ay not ·be amiss to tra,ce here the exact line of route 
which they followed. By St. Clair's :advice the army was to 
t a r t from l e x a 11 ct r i a i n l \V o d i v is i o n s ; 1 regimen t an d a p o rt i o n 

of the stores to Winchester Va. whence a new road was nearly 
completed to Fort Cuml1er1and; and the other regiment with 
tl1e remainder by way of Frederick in Maryland. A portion of 
the stores \ve re to be co11 veyed in pa rt 'by water-carriage on the 
Poton1a•c. -cco1~ding·Iy, on the 8th and 9th of April, the Pro­
vi11cial and 6 companies of the 44th reg·irnent under Sir Peter 
H a J k et, se t out for v\' i n '-hes t er ; ]_, i e u t. Co 1. Gag· e and 4 c o•m - • 
i1anies remaining to escort the artillery. April 18th, the 48th 
under ol. Dunbar, se t out for Frederick, detaching a com~pany 
o the Conococheague to expedite the transmiss.ion of stores 

~athered there. Arri v ing at Frederick, however, it was found 
there was no road throug·h Maryl.and to Will's Creek (Cum­

erland) and Dunbar was accordingly compelled on the 1st of 
May to cross the Potomac at the Conococheague and st,rike 
the in chester route.'' 

(Ot1otations from Lieut. Orme's Journal). ''The Gen­
eral set out f or inchester and thence proceeded to Fort Cum­
berland where he :arrived May 10th, and also the 48th regi­
n1 ent (Dunbar s) \vhich had come by Frederick.'' 

ir Peter Halket \vith 6 companies of the 44th, 2 inde­
pendent companies of the Virginia troops ,vere already en­
ca.mped at this ~1 lace' ' (Cumberland) having come by the ·bet­
ter route. 

Hal et's com mand marching 
s em to ha e had 11 0 ifficu lty, 

y the Win•chester route 
· 11 the trouble was with 
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Du11bar's, •as v,i e hear 11otl1i11g· of Halket's from Alexandria via 
Wi11chester. 

'"fhe troops that went -l1y Frederick were ferried across the 
Potomac at the 111outh of Ro·ck Creek \vhich 110w separates 
Wasl1ing· to11 and Geo-rgetown 

* * 
,.rl1e route of Sir Peter Halket's con1rr1a11d from Alexandria 

to Winchester is also laid dow11 in orders of April 11th, 17 55. 
and the order is g·iven below. 

<'Alexandria, Friday, April 11th, 1755 . 
''March route of Sir Peter Halket's Regiment fro-m the 

Camp at Alexandria 
' 'T:o W i n ,ch est e r .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . ~ M i 1 es· 

( She11andoah) 
' 'To ye o 1 d Co u rt H o use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 
''To Mr. ·Coleman's on Sugar Land Run where there 

is Indian corn .. . . ... .. .. . . .. , . . . . . . 12 
''To Mr. Miners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
''To Mr. Thompson, ye Quaker, wh ye is 3,000 

wt. corn . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

''To Mr. They's 17 ye ferr)' of Shann 12 . . . . . 17 
' 'From Mr. They's to Winchester . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
This last distance is evidentI,, fron1 the Shenandoah to .., 

Winchester~ 

I will conclude by indicating· in some detail the route of 
the considera!ble part of the command \\rhich passed up through 
Virginia and- jWest Virginia fro1n Alex:andria to Winchester. 

The ''Old Bradd ock Road'' is well known by that name 
near Alexandria to this da v. Gen. M-cDowell in his order of -
march for his troo1ps to the field of Bull R·un in 1861 mentions 
it as ''The Old Braddock road whi,ch runs between the Little 
River pike and the Orange and Alexandria Railro:ad. '' 

A friend of mine near Alexandria, Mr. L . M. Blackford, the 
principal of the Episcopal High School, says: ''The road now 
known as the Braddock road is one which leaves the I ... eesburg 
ttirnpike at tl1e north-eastern •corner of the high school tract and 
runs west between tl1ese premises and Manokin, the former resi-

• 

dence of Cassina F. Lee, Esq., out for a mile or two until it 
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he-comes graduall y im passable fr on1 long dist1se and is hardly 
traceable. From the north-eastern corner of the s•chool tract 
it crosses f ram the I ... eesburg pike, and goes to Alexandria by 
the residence of Doctor SI.aughter, Docto r Rust and others, 
entering town in the neighborho od of Colross. After it crosses 
the Leesburg pike, however, it seems best known as the old 
Mush-Pot road.'' 

friend in Leesl1urg·, an old man, who has ·been over the 
road hin1self , \vrites: ''Braddock's Road was cut through the 
prim itive for est within half a mile of Lees.burg on the north 
side of 'f t1scaro ra st rea1n, tl1en on the south side of Dry Mill, 

n over the mount~1in at Clark's Gap, thence through Keys' 
Gap between H i11s,l10 ro ~ 11 ct Harpers Ferry.'' 

The hen.andoah river was crossed at what is, now known 
:ls Keyes' Ford. T11en ce tl1e ro~ad went up throtigh the pres.ent 
town of Charl es T o,v n, 11 car St1•mmit Point and on to Winches­
ter. 

I have ffi)'Se lt· bee;i over this road from Leesburg, Va., 
ver the 8 l t1e Ridg·e by the way of Keyes' Gap, across the Shen­

andoah river at Keyes' Ford in my n:ative county of Jefferson 
in W est Virginia through Charles T own and up towards Win­
chester ; and I have seen ·an old map made in 1 734, on which 
the road is shown th at Braddock's troops passed over 21 years 
later. country place in Jefferson County, long in possession 
of the Washingto11 s, has for .m•ore than a century had the name 

f ''Braddock ' ' l1ecat1se Braddock's troops were in camp upon 
it and a sh,all o\v well remains to this day which was dug by 
them. Th e ''Old Br;1ddock road '' can also be traced near Win­
chester, Virginia and else\vhere. The Gap and Ford of Keyes 
of this ay had then the na•me of Vestal, a name us.ed by 

ashington in his \v ritings. 
One very stri k ing advantage of the route preferred by 

ashin\~ton \Vas that it avoided a dotible crossi ng of the great 
Potomac near lexandria and again at Willi amsport, wherea s 
the much 1naller hena ndoah w.as easi ly p::i.ssed at Keyes ' 
Ford. 
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THE MIDDLEWAY B.LUES 

(From an uniptiibl~s'hed Hisrtory :(){f Smitl1field· ·prepared by C6lonel ROibert 
L. Bates, Ph. D., 1Professor of Philos·ophy and l?syciholog,y, Virgin!ia 
Militaxy Institute, ·Lexington.) 

Duri11g· the ''thirties'' each co:mn1unity had its co1npany of 
soldiers in com plian-ce with the reg·ul,ttio11s gover11ing· tl1e es­
tablishn1ent of a militia. These companies had a local pe14 son­
nel of officers and n1e11, and were matters of ·consideral1le pride 
on the part of the respe-ctive communities. Periodfcally they 
drilled. Good drillmasters, who ,vere in de·mand, \Vould fre­
quently .go fron1 place to place a11d instruct the sold iery in mil­
itary tactics and the mant1:al of arms. Older men, ,vomen and 
children would throng, the drill field, some farn1er's meadow; 
would thrill to the drurn and struggle to restrain their emotions 
on these occasions. Secret so,cieties were not then so numer""' 
ous as they are today. Mason•ry was for the older ;tnd soberer 
citizen . The ·militia served the pt1rpose of the se·cret society, 
in that, it supplied a distin,ctive regalia, inculc~-tted the ideals of 
patrioti~,m, provided for socia·bility, and was the source of 
strong co·mmltnity interest. 

Middleway had its ·com pan)'-' ,--rh e M idd le~1 a y B ll1es. '' 
John F. Smith, at the ti,me of \\1 hich \Ve si1e~tk, \\1 as its captain. 
0 n spec i a I occasions, 1 i k e the Foti rt 11 of J ti I)', t 11 ere \~i o LI Id l1 e .a 
1nobilization of companies at son1e near·l1y county seat. At 
such times, this was the signal for the cot1n try side to turn out 
in n1ass to s.ee the spectacle . Tl1ere ,~,as silent awe as the home 
troops went by in procession. E,tch com·1nunity in the time of 
the ''thirties'' had its own peculiar char.a-cteristics- even a 
loca l accent. The militia was the focus of local pride. For 
months after a parade the acts and achievments, the jo.kes and 
jests that originated at such ti:mes \vere matters of discussion . ~ 

and entertainment. The butt of ridicule ~,as the intoxicated 
militiaman who had been rendered hors-de-combat before the 
parade had beg·un-and the fife closer had to take his place in 
tl1e squad. But here we shall have to pause to relate an espec­
ial episode that fig11red large in the lives :1nd memories of the 
Middleway Blues. -

On May 20, 1834, the g·-reat Lafayet te died. He had at-
ta ined to heroic stature in the n1inds of the ci ti z.en ry t.l1ro ug·n,. 
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out tl1e nation for the services. he had rendered tl1e cause of 
American independef.l ce . ettt ers mov in o· westward had spread 
the fame of this illustrious soldier. . ewly founded hamlets, 
cities and counties had lJeen named in his honor. Children to 
this day bear ''Lafayette'' as thei r Cl1ristia11 nan1es because their 
g·randfathers 'and great-grandfathers had borne the na:me befor~ 
them. o district or pioneer settleme11t was too remote from 
th e co 11 co u rs e of ·c iv i 1 i z at i o 11 to sing his pr a is e. T he highest 
and tl1e hun1'blest, alike, lo ved him. Whe11 his death was an­
nounced, all vessels leav ing· European ports bound for Ameri ­
ca hastened to convey the sad news. Upon their .arrival in 

ew York and Philadelphia the story w:as told, and couriers 
immediately dis~1atched the news throL1g·hot1t the country. A 
period of pu·bli·c moL1rni11g· was decreed. A gloom spread over 
the land. Comn1unity vied with co'n1mu11ity as to 110w best to 
express a pt1l1lic g·rief. It was an occasio11 f or marching col­
umns and for funeral dirges. Fifes and drun1s once more 
"'Ounded. 

A u11ique expedie11t \Vas hit upon. Mock funerals \vould 
be conducted and tl1e im.aginary remains of the great Lafayette 
wot1lct be la id to rest. l''he citizens of hepherdstown planned 
such a fun eral. ug-us.t 4, t 834 was the date set. A ·Co,mmit­
tee on arrangements \vas appointed and invitations were ex­
tended to Marti nsbLtrl , Charlestown, Middle\vay and elsewhere, 
with the request that thei r so ldiery 11articipate in the exercises 
co mme~m o n1 ti v e of I __ a fa ye tte. 

Capt. n1ith m,1rched the Middleway Blues afoot to Shep­
h rd town . In real i t y it w as a ?" a 1 a o·c ca s i o 11, l ho u (~ h o st ens i -
bly one of mourning. C1pt. mi th h~d some perso nal 111is­
cr i vi n ,~· s as to t l1 e ad v is ah i 1 i t )' of his 1 ea vi n g· home a t this time. 
B u t i t was then as n o \\' , a ca p ta in 's ct t It )' to be \\' i th h is co n1 -
mand. In some two 11ours of ·111archino· they had re;iched 
the roadside home of General Charles Lee, now lon o· dead, who 
\\' as s a id so i ,o- n o m i n i o tis 1 y to ha v e fa i 1 e d Was 11 i n gt o 11 at a 
critical hour. ashing·to11 and Lafayette were so great in 
pul11ic esteen1 that Lee <;t1ffered by contrast and his unpopular­
i t)' had ~1t1rsue him to thi- locality. When the so ldiers passed 
he house they uttered oppro1brious epithets and continued their 

march at rout step. fter su, cessive intervals of marcl1ing 

• 
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and rest, footsore, they .at length reached Shepherdstown. The 
town was all lagog. Detachments were coming in f ram other 
poi11 ts. 

The day following the arrival of the {Middleway Blues was 
given over to ·patriotic ceremonies. Orators de~1icted the ca­
reer of the great soldier and states.man- for l ... afayette was sec­
ond to no one but Washington. The)' emphasized the debt of 
the United States to Fr1nce. Their hero w.as compared to 
the great Washington who had preceded the illt1strious Fren·ch­
man to the grave by a whole generation. The achievements 
of the two men were linked togethe-r. In flights of oratory 
their virtue and their genius were lauded to the sky. The body 
was at length com.mitted to the earth. .As a salute was fired 
over the grave a thrill of p,atriotic emotion gripped the assem­
blage. 

No less a personage was present than Littleton W . Taze­
well, then the Governor of Virginia. The companies f orn,ed 
in line for a parade and review by their ·Governor. One by 
one the detachments came by the reviewing stand. Military 
officers were present to judge the best drilled co·mpany and to 
~ward a trophy to that organization. Middle\vay won the dis­
tinction and a 'banner, with due -ceremony, was presented to 
the Middleway Blues. 

When the company •retttrned ho,me the captain was in ­
formed that a son had arrived at about the time tl1e pseudo­
Lafayette was being lo\vered into the grave. Laf:ayette's full 
na:me was given to the i11fant son, vvhich was later ·contracted 
into ''Alpha!bet'' Smith by t11e possessor's friends a11d fellow 
merchants. 

John F. Smith, although a descendant of John Smith, 
ca:me of a family of Sn1iths other than the founders of the 
town. Oa.pt. Smith was, for many years, the town's justice of 
the peace and merchant. The flag is, at present, in the pos­
session of Robert U. Smith, Capt. Smith's grandson. 
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UNIFORM OF THE POTOMAC RIFLE COMPANY 

(Th.~s description found by Miss Julia Reinh•a~t in 11er· S\tlea1,.1ngen 
Pal)ers ls thought to ref er to the untform worn by the ''Long Greens.·· a 
color regiment of the 1830's in Shepher dstown 1Which got 1ts name part­
ly from the color of its unifor.ms a11d partly from the ~act that only 
''six-\footers'' made urp its n1em'bershi•p . At any a-.ate. L ewis J . Welsh ans 
had ·bhe sa·me description from his g!'and1fat.her, Joseph W elshans. 1805-
1897, wtho was the sturdy color :bearer of the company. The names 
Potomac Rifle •Company and ''Long 1Greens'· m,ay not have been used 
simultaneously, ,but t·he company dou·btless was the immediate prede .. 
cessor of the ' 'Han1tr-an1'Ck Gua1·ds," or .Shepherdstown Light In·fantry, 
or gina•ting in t1h-e Mexican War period, and a successor of t.he ''Sheph~rd 
Blu s•• of 1799. lt was prcbably the offspring o: a Sl1e ph·e!·dstown or­
ganizahlon for.rned 1by Col . Henry V an s,vearingen ab ou t 1812, some of 
whose nniemrbers StlT\'ived to attend the ,funera.1 of Col. John F . Ham­
tr.amck m April, 1858.) 

Coat-Pea Green frock-to reach \vithin 4 in s. of the Knees-
ingle bre,lsted-3 rows of Silver plate bullet buttons in 

front-9 buttons in each row-Black herrir1g· bo11e \vorked 
breast-3 L1uttons, 2 ins. apart rt1n11i11g u11 each Sleve-the 
lower one at tl1e edg·e of tl1e Cuff-2 l1uttons 0 11 e each Side 
of t 11 e co 11 a r, with a her r i 11 g· bone St it c 11 to co rr esp o 11 d with 
the buttons o nthe Sleve & Collar-the co ll ,tr to close & 
hook in front-4 L1utto11s at the flaps of tl1 e pock et fou lds 
in the rear. 

Pants- an1e color & m 1terial as tl1e coat-to fit ·comfort a1b\y 
loose-ope11 on the out Side at the ancle 1 o inches. to but­
ton with n1all Si lver })lated bull et buttons-Strap beneatl1 
the foot. 

S oc·k, Blac , ilk velvet, Bom1l1azei11e-or l eather­
Cap-Black elvet correspo11d i11 g witl1 the draft, herewitl1-3 

b I a ck o st r i c 11 f ea t 11 e rs, i 11 fro n t, n o t 1n o re th an 1 o inches 1 o 1-1 g. 
Belt---"'Black leather-2 incl1es \vide­
Bootees, Boots or hoes--
Com Officers, Coat n1aterial same as privates, ex•cept tha t 

ilver lace cheverons Shall correspond \vith the l1uttons 011 

the Sieve-& the Capt shall 11.a ve on e on each arm above 
tl1e ell10\v-

'"' il ver l ir1gs to be ,vorn by the Com Officers, & W oolen 

ings by tl1e on-Com officers-The feather of the Con1 
officers cai1, :i.re not to be less than 12 i11 long-

Swords of ""t ~et or plated ilver n1ounting, to be wor11 by all 
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the officers- the sword to be a ''Cut & thrust''-
Sash-of Scarlet Silk or Wool to be worn by all the officers tied 

on the right Side-
- - - ---0------

LETTER BY MAJ-OR =HENRY BEDINGER 

(From -tlhe Dr.a>per Pape1·s of the Wisconsin Historical Society, secured 
iby ,Miss Ella Ma·y TU(I"ll•er.) 

Protumna June 21st.-1835 
/My Dear Brother 

The ·boy which Carried my letter directed to you dated 23 
May broug·ht me yours of the 17th of the same month, having 
nothing· of i1nportance to communicate I postponed vvriting;­
Yesterday I received yours of the 7th Inst. - This will therefore 
be a reply to ·both-

Our Niece Olivia Morgan and our Cousin Maria Wi11rot 
the Granddaug·hter of our n1uch respected departed Uncle Colo. 
Henry Slag·Ie happened to be here yesterday, wl1en your last 
Came to hand-Mrs. Ransom had Visited us a few days before 
-they Seemed to reg·,ret that Ricl1d. Henry h:ad Cancelled the 
bargain with Mr. Allen, as Richd. Henry l1ad informed then1 
that Estate would now bring· a much higher price tl1an he was 
to pay-my Opi11ion is Still tl1e Same; and I must still believe 
the purchase was too large for his fu11ds- tho Olivia thinks 
Otherwise-ho1vv Richar(i Henry will do in the Mercantile line 
is Very uncertain, he is i ne x p erie11ced in that Ii 11e :and you al­
ready know my Opinion of Mercantile ~)urs.uits ge11e.rally- -

I a·n1· extre111ely Sorry your Son D-co11ti11ues in a deli­
cate state of Health-. I should advise a trip South possibly a 
Southern tour might restore hin1,-perso11s afflicted with Con1-
l)laints of the lu11g·s seldom receive any benefit from Mineral 
\vaters; - - By invitatio11 I attended a B;ar.bacue at our de­
parted Sisters Spring·s 011 the 60th Anniversary of our Marcl1 to 
Boston. Our Nephe·w Jaco·b Morgan has em·belished and Or­
na:mented that Spring \Vhere you and myself partook of a 
barbacue on the 50th A11niversary, that ~1lace has become al­
n1ost Conse-crated ground,-not one human being of all who 
knew those Springs in 177 5, remained or could attend there, 
but n1yself, and there were pro·bably 800 men at this last meet-



Jeff rson County Historical ociety 39 

ing, besides women, Children and Servan ts the g·eneral Esti­
mate as to number was by So·me Supposed to be nearly 1500. 
Though I thot1ght the num'ber a·bout 1 ooo. It was a dinner 
given to Colo. Edward Lucas and as a festive meeting, and a 
rejoicing, at the Victory obtained in the Re-election to Congres.s 
of Colo. Lucas, against the Federal Candidate John R. Cooke 
and purposely fixed on tl1e Anniversary, to perpetuate, the 
pledge we had given on the 1 oth of June 177 5. Many persons 
who know you and attended there regretted _g·reatly, that yott 

was 11 ot, nor Could not make one of the party, as you and 
myself a.re believed to be the Only Survivors of Cap.tain Hugh 
Stephens ( ans) Company.-Colo. Lucas gave us a very neat 
Speech on t l1 e Occasion of the meeting, and in which he de­
tailed the patriotic services and sufferings, of us (three Broth­
ers) in the revolution &ec, &ec-Gentlemen were invited and 
attended from every Cot1nty in this Congressional district; an·d 
I 11ever saw so decent, so orderly a meeting at a festive bo1ard; 
we had the Harpers ferry, the .Martinsburg and the Shepherds 
Town band Combined; wh ich greatly enhanced the pleasure 
of the meeting-all was Carried out and ended with the most 
Complete and unprecedented order,-the ta·bie was more than 
80 yards in Ieng·th it Contained 240 plates, knives and forks, 
and more than 100 glas tum\blers, and Other Necessary im­
plements, all in the best style, most abundantly furnjshed ;­
I ,remained at Jacob Morgans who resides in his Elegant new 
house, built about So yards on the height west of where the log 
barns of our Sisters stood-I visited the secene of festivity next 
morning and was assured by the pt1rveyors that such was the 
extraordinary Orderly Conduct of all classes, not a single arti­
cle of any description \Vas missing or broken, ex·cept one tum­
bler and One p1ate.-This is but a short description :-l am 

orry you Could not be with us to partake of, and mingle in 
the pleasant throng-

Our \vorthy ephe\v D. Morgan requested me to say, he 
had sold the Bank Stock at par-that he •could 'by a Short no­
tice from you raise five or six hundred Dollars for you, that - , 
he had paid the other Legatee~ their sha,re of the avai ls of the 
bank stock & that moneys could be had from the store·keepers, 
who had mane s Joan d to them by our departed Brother, on 
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a11y reaso11a1ble or Short noti·ce, that nothing has yet been done 
with the Maryland land nor has the damages been paid tho 
Mr. Lee informed me some time since he had found the 
amount, in the hands of one of the Striders, which he thought 
fortunate as the Canal Company \Vere Bankrupt,-That Com­
pany as many others is frequently bankrupt, or nearly so-but 
it will never be bankrupt in fact, because whenever their re­
s.ources are exhausted, so·me means are devised to obtain, or 
create additional Supplys, & the work goes on 

My daughter Sally and Granddaughter Ellen Augusta Mil­
le-r have just returne-d from Philadelphia, where they ·had went, 
on a Visit to Colo. Miller, remained there Only aibout three 
weeks, the Colo. has not enjoyed good health since the attacks 
on him ·by the Cholera, is however so1mewhat recovering his 
former a,ctivity- 'tis astonishing to me to find withw1ha~ facility 
the trip to Philadelphia is no·w made. My Children 'breakfasted 
at Colo. Millers, ·passed on to Baltimore the sam·e day, set out 
next morning arrived at Ha,rpers Ferry ·by 2 OClock and at 
Colo. Davenports by four- thus making the trip in less than 
two days, & all in open day light- the Carrs run from Harpers 
ferry on the rail road, the greater pa-rt of the way to Baltimore 

by Steam, and at the rate of One mile in three minutes-
you State that you l1ad sometlrne since written to Thos. 

S Morgan to indu,ce him to ta.k:e your farm on some terms;-
1 had supposed that he was in a s.ituation :more independent 
than to rent, or undertake the Management of any lands 
other than his own, is he also brought low by the Unfortunate 
Concition of his :brother A!bel? - I had hitherto su·pposed that 
Thomas Still held his devision of that and where his Father 
first Resided after removing down to the Vincinity of Russels­
ville- -

I find you still entertain some Idea of making a Visit, & 
Mention that you would probably ·bring with )'Ou some horses. 
This would be a troublesome Jo·b unless you could bring an 
active young ma11 with ; ' OU, the Chance of Sale too has b·e­
come quite precarious, but few horses a.re now wanting for 
any use- wagg·oning is broke up, everything is transporting' 
by Canal or rail road, no horses are wanted except 1a few 
for rict•ing & plowing, and Oxen are su'bstituting for the Com-
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mon pl1antation d•rawi ng. Still, well broke, well ga ited horses 
will bring large prices a·bout the large Cities, but common 
horses are and w ill Continue Ch~ap-

Our ephew Doctor Daniel Bedinger had as you hra ve 
l ong since proba'bly been informed, caug·ht the Smallpox, on 
a trip of experim ent to Baltimore to assist to make himself 
acquainted with the best means of Curing the Cholera, he had 
the ·mallpox quite Severe, is a good deal pitted in the face, 
and on recovery it w:as believed, he had also recovered fro,m 
the disease of his 1t1ngs. Appeared untill Very lately quite 
fleshy and in high health, but alas his disease has, or is return­
ing has lately had several bleedings of the lungs looks pale, 
and I believe in Some measure despairs-talks of making \a 

Journey to Floriday or some other Southern Country, with 
the hope of · regaining health.-he was well fixed at Harpers 
ferry, attended to l1is official duties with pro1mptit·ude, an·d 
1naintained a respectable 1Cha,racter-poor fellow, I .faarr all 
his hopes of Earthly enjoyments are Vanishing, as I believe 
l1e is thus again assai led by a disease that I have never yet 
known to be Cured-

Our Crops of Wheat here are worse th,an I ever knew 
them there is Scarcely a farm in this Vicinity that wil·l make 
i t eed and bread, & yet the distri,ct from Shepherds Town 
South promises abundant Crops, ou.r whole depen·den,ce is on 
Rye, of wh ich there was unfortunately but too little Sowed, 
and on our Corn now growing-for the last three years my 
Crops of wheat were Very short, but the present crop is still 
I11ore. Va~tly more deficient, those failures have greiatly affect­
ed, both myself, and my i.mJ(lediate Neighbo-rs; and is a Source 
c1f greater pressure or panic than could be inflicted b.Y the U . 

. bank or any other banks of this Country, tis well asscertain­
ed that money is more plenty in the Seaports than it has been 
for years Yet we fail of the •means of obtaining any of it, be­
cause we have not fl our (that being our Staple) to sell,-1 find 
the people along the cioto Canal are realizing fine prices for 
produce it '- eems w·heat Sells at 80 Cts has been as high as 

1.00 flour 5. and Corn abo, ,t ~o Cts-Whether this is ow ... 
in f to .. ca rcity or to \V h:' tp 'Pr Other cause the prices 0 1 

bread stuffs, as \vel l as of beef P{_ po rk, appear to me, health 
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generally-I had almost forg·otten to tell you that Henry Bed~ 
inger our Brother Daniel's Second son, has co·mmenced the 
practice of law and 1bi-ds f1a.ir to make a Conspicuous ,figure at 
the bar, that his first speech,. made in def en•ce of a Cri.minal 
Cause, gained great applause- also that Edwin Bedinger is 
about to ,ag·ain Visit his lands in Ohio & ·will set out and proceed 
by the way of Kanhaway in a week or two- God bless you my 
dear Brother, present us affectionately to your family-

Henry B•edinger 
Majr George M. Bedinger 

Lower Blue Licks 
Kentucky 
------0------

FR·OM ·I·•HE POT01MAK G·UA:R·D IAN JANUARY 14, 1 796 

(Copy furnished ,by Miss Ella (May TumeT.) 

Last Tuesday se'n night departed this life, M·r, James 
J 1ack, of ·Potomack, in Berkeley. He was a·mongst the first 
white children born in this vale :- he employed himself in cul­
tiva.ting the then wild woo=ds, and raised a respectable f a-mily. 
He was a good citizen, hus'band a11d father; and as a testimon­
ial to his com:petency, satisfaction and contentment in this 

• 

world, he desired to be ·buried on the same planbation1 where 
be. was. born sixty-one years ago. 

-~------0------

FROM THE Cl-{A.RJ,;fS ·row.N •FR.EE PRESS, JU,LY 8, 1854 

((Jopy supplied by Miss Ella May Tum.er.) 

Mr. Joseph C. Davis, son of Mr. Aquilla Davis, of this 
town, who left with the Jefferson County California Company 
in March) 1849, returned a t·ew· days ago in renewed health, 



Jefferson County Historical Society 43 

THE V RGINIA & MARYLAND BRI10G1E COMP ANY AND 
ITS ,BRJ,DGE AT SHEPHERDSTOWN 

(Pa,per read 'before t1he Society lby Taxter Welshans, February 3, 1933. 
The last ,paraigra,ph has fbeen added to 'brlng it up to date.) 

The Virginia & Maryland Bridge ·Co.mpany was org-an­
ized and incorporated in 1848, when the Virginia Leg·islature, 
by special act, granted a charter an-d franchise to ·build and 
operate a bridge, and speci fiaally rated the various rates of toll 
to be charged . The State of Maryland concurred in said char­
ter and franchise. The Bridge Company ·bought all property 
rights of the Blackford Ferry, which included the ferry lot and 
several acres on the Virg·inia side of the Poto·mac, :and practi­
cally all of the property, now kno·wn as Bridgeport, on the 

• 
Maryland side. 

In a1bout two years, or 1850, the bridge was com·plete·d, 
tl1e stone f or the abutm_nts and piers having been quarried 
from the cliff of the •company's property on the Virgi11ia side 
adjoining· on the north. • The originial superstru-cture was of 
wood, with weatherboarded sides and shingle roof. 

During the Civil vVar, in 1861, the 1bridge was ,burned by 
the Confederate soldiers, from which time until 18 71 all traffic 
had to use the ferry, when the second bridge was build of wood, 
weatherboarded a11d covered the same as the first. 

When the co·mpany was incorporated in 1848, the author­
i zed apital was $60,000, or 1,200 sha.res of a par value of $50 
eacl1. 11 that \\'as ever issued and paid in was $42,000, or 
800 sl1ares, of which latter the State of Virgini:a subsc1·ibed and 
bought 200 shares, one-fourth of the total issued stock. In 
1871 when the company planned a new brid 0·e by assessino­
all stockholders f or the purpose, the State of Virginia refused 
to put any more money in the e11 terprise and there•by f orfeited 
her stock, for th-e reason that she could no l ong·er be interest-
d after the tate had div1ded in 1863, turning tis over to the 
ta te of est i rgin ia. 

In ovemlber 18 7 7, the flood swept off one span of the 
est irginia side, ,but it was promptly replaced. 

The g reat hig·h water of 1889 carried the entire super­
tructur a\vay, a11d in the following year, 1890, an iron bridge 
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at a slightly higher level was built by the King I·ron Bridge 
Company, of ·Cleveland, Ohio. 

During 1924 the iron bridge ·was remodelled ·by the At­
lantic Bridge ·Gom·p.a.ny, of Roanoke, Virginia, when steel joists 
and -beams replaced :wooden ones, and a heavier floor of wood 

• 

was topped off with three lengths of 5-8 inch steel treads fr~m 
end to end; also the old wooden railings were changed to one 
and one-half in-ch iron tubing. 

This iron bridge was swept out by the highest flood known 
in Shepherdstown on March 18, 1936. At the present time 
traffic ·crosses the Poto,mac on a ferry p·rivately operated a·bout 
forty feet 'below the site o,f the ol·d ·bridge. 

--- ---0------

FiROM 11HE POTiOMAC ,GUARDIAN, JAN·Ui\RY 9, 1 799 

GOopy SUfpplied by M?iss Ells; May Tu1·11·e!'". The ofifioers of •the oom:pany 
were .AJbraan Shepherd, Captain; James Glenn, (Lieut.; Rale~gh Mor­

gan, •Ensign.) 

On the first ·day of January 1 799 a super·b stand of colors 
presented to Shepherd Blues by Miss Peggy Kearsley and Miss 
Eleanor Kearsley, daughters of John Kea,rsley, Esq., of Shep­
herdstown in the county of Berkeley and State of Virgi11ia. 
The peculiar device and motto suggested by the young ladies 
and ex·ecuted ·by an ingenious artist on an azure ground set in 
g·old was superlatively magnificent. 

The scene was graced with the presence of the young la­
dies and their adddress, which ac,companied the delivery of 
the standard, inspired an American ;ardor, quite sufficient fo-r 

, . 
the most heroic deeds. 


