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THE ARMORY AND ~RSENAL rAT HARPERS FER:RY 

By DR. ~ay T. McDONAl,D 

<.Read before the Jef!erson County R.istori:cal Society ait Harpers Ferry 
February_ 3, 1928) 

He11ry Ho1we in his ''Hi1storioal Col1lecti1ons of Virginia'' 
says: '' 'J'1he vicissitudes of war have been co11s 11dered m,ou-e wor­
thy of na,rr1a1ti10 1n 11h·an those thi'nig·s prom·o1ting the \1/eJl-·being of 
1nan. '' And all t·oo otten the valu·e o;f· histori-ca'l narrativ-e is 
u11balance·d by t1he partisan f ee4in·g of t·h.e. wri1ter or hjs deter-
1nination to pl~ad his cause wi·th ·ex parte war1m1th. A c.old, ju­
dicia1 presen:tation of facts is a del1g·•ht to the stu,dent of hisrory. 
How inf\requently one finds suc1h ! 11 was because of his kn1owl­
edg·e of t1h~s tr1ait in humfa:n nat·ure that 'Nap·oleon, wi1th a cyni­
cism born of muclh expe,r,ience, once· said: ''HisJf:1ory is but a lie 
tu w'hich men have agre,e·d." Burt let us believe rhat moder11 
\vr·iters of hisrtoritial facts are n1·ore w1o•r1thy ot be·lief and that 
honesty an,d cand'or a1re in·cre.asing virtues with them. 

The Revo1u1i·onfary War had be:en foug\ht and won by our 
fo·refathers. A ''mo,re perfect un,1on·'' n·ad been forn1e-d. Short 
time was 11eeded f o~r a calm survey o·f the c,o·ndi,tions o·b1taining 
during t)hat mo1mentous s1rug·g·Ie 1n which to draw cle1ar and 
de·fin'ite c·o11clusions as, to \\11h.at w·ould be t:he • inevitable a-nd not 
dist.an,t n,eeds of th:e n.ew repu.blic. As a 1 corollary to the pro·p-

• 

osition that every na~ion _has, a.s a prim·a!ry 01b'1·ig'ation, the:: r1gl11 
of se1lf~defense .. was . this.: T 1h~t t1his na.tio.n, having depeil•q~d 
upon private enterprise for the fabrication of the instr~men.ts ot 
w!ar, m·ust no1w set i,tself d~fini1ety to the t.ask of est·ablishing 
adequate armo,ries and arsenals w1h1ere guns ·could be mad.e an<l 
pr·ope.rly stored. 

That Congress bestirred itself i11 resp•e·ct to this matter at 
an e1ar1ly date •1s evid·enced by the fo'llowing' found in ''T'he An• 
nals of Go,ngiress,'' 1793-1795, -the T!hird Congr.ess, p!a1ge 1428: 

(Note: ·''The Annals of Cong,ress'·' was rhe name of the 
pub1licatio•ns ·of t;he first-Congresses and. for·erunner of our pres• 
ent Cong·ressional Record.) Ac·t was aipproved A·pri4 2, 1794. 
The title of the Act was ''An Act to Provide for the. Erectio11 
and Repairing of Arsenals and Mag·A:zines.:an.d Othe1r Pur·poses. '' 



J ~f f r 0 11 5 

t ' : T 11 r , e re t o l l I 1 r C · or f o u r a r en a Is at ea c 11 , 
, 1 11 v ~1 t ~1 n at. 1 ~ I a r n1 1 r ·, n o t more than 1 o o were 

t 1n ~1 l t a 11 t r l1 c 111. 'l he u per in ·t e n1ct,e n t was to r ~ -
_ i , 7 . p r mo11tl1. ma ter arn1orer $55 .00 per 

111 11 t 11 u per i 11 t e n ct n t o f n 1 i l i tar... tare at $ 1 2 5 . O o per mo n t 11, 

• 11 t t·h ~ \\' r t ai p 111·t db he Pre i1de11t of the United . 
t· t . Eith -r or bot!1 ot th ar en~c.11 her tofere used at 
11ri11 """-iel r arli le t c n-t111,ued a a p·a•rt of ~he said 

n n1 r; rh t l1l1 •re shall b e tabli hed at each of the a,foresa1d 
~• r s 11' : ~ a n a t • 11 l a 1 111 r '. t o er 5 9, o o o f o r erecting a 11 d 
r p'1iri11 ( r nal and n1a azin aforesaid an•d not mo·re tha11 

-2, 6 t r the expt!11 e of national armories for -one year. 
,1·11 r . \\ 1

l1 pr ioed ·4 ,o o for the purc'h1a e of arms, an1-
111u11itjo n and n1iljtar t re to be raid out of du'ties on 11mpo,rt~ 
( 11 t n n . 

It -h uld be n ted in on11e tion \ ith the above tha•t the 
11 I , nd 'Ma ·azine \ ere to be. one existed in Amer-

i a. ,.rh r re number f 1 la es where d pot of arms were 
... t r d, a t Con ord, Ma ., \vhen the Red Coats march·ed on 
tl1at . pril a and wl1ere the Continental , not et nain1ed or 
l1ri t 11 d 11 ,, d the tuff of \Vh; h American were n1ade, 

B , th rude brido·e tl1at arched the flood 
Tl1 ir flag t April' breeze u11furled; 

H re 0 11 e th m1bat l d f arn1er st od 
A11 . fired rhe h t h ard rounQ the wo,rld, 

Furl 11 r r11 te that \ ith the :ar nal a,t prin ,field and 
trli I \'. ere t tabl i h• d • ·a national armor -n1eaning 

h ·r f t rie , h r o ernun n·t \ uld make at lea l 
1n it "'. , n rm ; 1'·11 t the two exi tin ~ ,v re mode t 

f.f: ir i .. en in the fat that th a pr rr·ation for th expen e 
f , rn1 ri in xi t n e or to e call into bein h1at year 

, n1 unt t th minor um of 2 ~,865, and ur J no la1bor-
, t pl 11 f uild i11 • \\ a 11,t m pl 1ted-e en i11 tho e days of 
·h, lal · r-\\1 he11 on r fl=-·~t h:a•t bu·t 59, , a to be 
.: ( n f r re tin • ~ n re pai rin am . 

Fu rt l1 . r, th a t 11 e R 0 11 u ti on r , Fath \ r a b i·t du -
l_J i t 11 i m \\' he n h i r I r \ u l t l1 ,v h 1 i n 
n 1 ti on i 11 e r n 111 n t -o \\ n ~,....... \ o ·r i e 11 in th f t ha t 

4. I m x t 1 f tJ r i m t h a u111 , re to 
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be ex.pended in purch,1se of arms, am:m:uni'tion and military 
stores. Tha1t t~he taxpayer m·ight not gru!mlble too lo1utlly at 
tl1eir st·artling Ii·berality, t·h·e Fathers cau'ti1ous:Iy p1rovided th:a.t 
the f•unds were ''to be paid out of duties ,on im·ports and 
tonnage.'' . 

Thus was the in,di1rect ·tax to be a pleasanct opi·a:te fo,r the 
on,es who p·aid the bills. 

A111d then, that there mig·ht be ;ai blit o,f political paitro•nage 
a vai,lable, ''these ( 1the officials) were to be appo,in'ted by the 
President of the Unit,ed States.'' 

No\\r, ·aJ~h·ough the program 1ou.~l'ined was mo1dest, there 
'w'·as evident intent1ion on t!he part of Washington ~n·d his com­
l' a tfi_,o,tis to pro,ceed witl1 vigor in this ma1tter an.ct we acoord­
n1g·Iy f,ind the fol1lowing int·e·resting history in A1p'p·end1ix of 
' ·Ann,als orf Congiress'' v·olume 6, ·page 2569, Reporit of T'i!m­
othy Pickering, Secretary of War, De1c•em1ber 12, 1795: 

''It having been dct•ermine·d t·o ere.ct one arsenal on the 
Potom·a·c and an·o•t'h,er in the State •olf South Oa·rollina, an ta1gent 
employed o·n ~he forme1r re·ported in the s.a1me year ( 1794) 
in fa vo·r of ·a sit·u1ati1on abo,u1 2 5 miles beilow the B~·ue Ridge, 
wh·ere a n·um1ber of circumstances p,ro,vide1d the esta!bli1sh·ment. 
l11 an undertaking of suc1h importance ,and permanency it wa·s 
deemed ex1pedlien1t t·o m1ake another e·xaminart'ion. This was 
done last spring ( 1 794). The p1rice of I,and aln,d mill se·ats 
(·for the latter must ·be co·mprehended in the plia·n of an ar­
sen1al), so far exceeded th10,se u'p,o·n whi1ch t·h,e calculations we·re 
made w'hen the p:Ian otf ere·c't,in·g arsen·a1s was proposd, ,and rose 
s:o rapidly soon atfter, it is no1w f,ound t.hat the 01l1d appro·pri1a­
tio·n for t1he three or fo·ur arsenals, w1hic:h th·e Execut~ve was 
auth10-rized by l1aw to erect, wo1u1ld b·e in:atleq·ua'te for a singlie 
new esta;blis·hment, hence the principal obje1ct in the me:asu,re 
passe·d du,ring the last sum'm•e1r w;as to ascert,ain an1d secure the 
n110s·t el1i·gible s•i'te on t·he Poto·m'ac, where mta'gazines oou1·d ·be 
er·ected and· cet1tatin military stor-e·s be cdl'lected a·n1d sa,f ely de­
p·osilted; and wh1e·re afterwards t'he works nefee1ssary in th,e fu.r­
,m:a·tron of ,al1l im,plem,ents of wa1r mi'ght be e,rect,ed a·s the r-equ.i­
si·te fun,ds co,ul1d be provi1de·d, in a COtuntry w'here such esta'b­
lishm·en,ts are unkn,own. '' 
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It furth 1 r a , that pringii ld, Mas , w,tl! fixed on as a 
it f r n ar en 1 f r the a t ·rn divi ion o,f the United States. 

• .. 11 att ntio11 f th Exe utive was called to another 
ilu i n n th f o 'n1 a f os _.._..._,in , \v ith some d'ifficulties to 
e n unt r an.ct appre1h nded, m1any important advantages. 

'f h n ·in r \ a a ain in tru,cted to examine this pla1ce, etc., 
ll, u.r J1a not t b e11 received and the determination of 
11 l ati n i . on qu n rl • uspended. '' 

( u ti n: a abov reference to Harpe·rs Ferry? 
r : I think so.) 

In h 
1\ 11 na 1 f 
H J or t of 

an1 r p rt appea,rs the fol,lowing: see App·endix, 
n r _,._,, \ lume 6 page 2570 (Mili1tary Stores, 
re tar of ar, Tim·othy Pickering). ''To in-

:t I re 
t 

th , f mall arms and to ren1der se·rviceab·le th,ose 
in h f u1 Ii tore , t\vo seats o,f : rmories. h1ave been 

Ii 11 -\\1 it: at ~1rin fi Id, Ma ., and at New London. 
ir inia in r pairi11 CY arm and preparing to man·u·f•acture the 

11 ) ~ n ti all f ar of mu ket , and ome speci,m•ens have been 
• 

,•:l1i h pro fhe apc1Jcit to equal in that arti'Cle the 
i11 nuf, tur f n ountr in he world.'' 

e, ndon a., to fame unkno·w11 is a mall ham,let 
i ua t 1 \ _ n ·h ur , hi h long ince Io t the distin·ction 

t l1ru t u,p n ·t th at r p rt. Ho,w a1 1845: '',.fh re 
,, 11 rr-, e L ndon-then, an arsenal, a long \V'Ooden 
iru ur \\1 hi h o pp it E hols tavern. The esta:blish-

11 n · ha 1 n i11 n r m10 ed to Harpers Fer•r . T1herc 
,, a a 1 n • t uil in • u d a a ma ·azin in the war whic·h was 
un r t11 ·uar f orne oldi r . 111 Jul 17 1 Corn\ alli: 
:t i J h d Tari on to tl1is la e f or th purpo e of destro in 
·11 t r ut 11 i h r t •r ·nor troo were found. 

i ri ar f n · i t·ic and dull. ot a'l, a o tho e 
• pt -
Frida ', 

h Fa h r of Hi C untr . .~ hin ton note on 

- a r 11 t 4 h, 1 7 6 : 
r. C rt ,J .. an ,, i til1l remain her ( G. 

11 n1 ) . \ ,\1 ta·1 .~ al of a h m of s ttin1 • u an 
I r n \ , r • 11 1 11 I Fa i r fa Ian on h nand'o; h. r. 

11 1 1n 11 \, l \\' a a r j u of tl1 ~J~ ma,tt. r \Va o go 
1 p ;:1 n , i \\ 11 n 11 i n _ • a n rmin th • hem . '' 
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An1d the·n a ~1~1e·ars tl1e f ollowi11g· f oot11ote: 
Georg·e Willi:a.111 F.airfax and his ·brother-ir1-law, John Car­

lyle, duly or·ganized the Bloo1mery Mills to n1·ake iron on F1ir­
fax 's lands, ''Sha11non'dale," nea,r Harpers Ferry, but it doe~ 
no't appear that Washing·ton joined t'hen1; perhaps in co11se­
quence of ;at visi't to the site on M,ay 9th, fallowing·. 

There persists a traditio11 that Wa.s1l1ing·ton s·urveyed a 
portion of the Fairfax lands in and about Harpers Ferry. If h~ 
so did there is ~o n1e no known evidence of that f aict. His 
diary kept duri·ng· t·he two years he w;ais engaged in surveying 
in the coun·ties of the lower S1hen·a111do·ah V1all·ey and Mineral, 
Hampshire an1d Har•dy counties-no.t yet formed-ma·kes no 
1nen1tion ·0 1f having· bee·n here during· those two years. Of 
cou,rse he was here at v.arious times. From a diary en;try dateti 
''August, 1785, Fri\day, 5th: 

''After bre1akfast, and after directing Mr. Rumsey, wher1 
he had marked the way and set the laborers to work, to meet 
us a:t Harpers Ferry on t·he Even-ing o·f the )Mo·rrow (at the 
·conflux a.f the Shen;a,ndo·ah with the P·oto,mack), m;yself an,j 
the Dire,c1,ors seJt o·ut for the sa·me 11Ia,ce by wray of Frederick 
Town (M1aryland). Di11e,d at a o ,utic·h1man's two miles above 

' 

the Mout'h of MonoiC·acy and rea,dhed the form•er ab·o,ut five 
o'clo-ck. Dran1k Te·a, supped, ,alnd lo,d·g·e1d at Govr. Johnson's.'' 

''Satund·ay, 6th. Breakfasted in Frederick Tow·n, art Govr. 
J ohns·on 's an,ct ,dined a1t H1arpers Ferry,'' 

F1oot no··te from Cas1h At,count. By-Exps. at Morris's 
Tavern 1 Os 6d. 

Ho·wever, at this time W·ashington w:as concerned about 
mak1in,g· the Poto,n1a1c na vig·a1b,Ie and not foundin1g· a11 arm·ory 
her·e. 

From Barry: 
''In 1794 during the a•dministration of General WaS:hing-• 

ton Harpers Ferry w:a's chosen as the site of a Niati,onal Ar­
mory. In the year a,bove n1entioneid, Congress applied to the 
General Asse'm.bly of Virginia for per.mission to purchase the 
site, a1nd by a vote of the latter permission was granted to buy 
a tra1ct no•t exceeding s.ix hun,dred an1d forty .a,cres, w'hic•h wo·uld 
be one squar•e .mile. 
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• 1\ r i 11 , l , , b o f 1 a 11 co 11 ta i 11 i 11 °· one 11 u nd red a 11 j 

\ \ ~11t _ -fi , r \\1 1 t1r l1a d fr :i11 th h. irs of Mr. Harper. 
• I • 11 t r, t a h \\ • 11 l d J u 11 t 5 1 7 6 is o n ta i 11 e d i n .a 
ria11 ° I rn1 Li tl1 t,,, ri r a11•d a line runni11 fro1m tl1 

J- 111 't t t h l1 11 a 11 d ah. r1 th r 11 u r has e was made of 
t 11 r 11 ti r1 1~ a 11 ct t 11 a r s fr n1 a M r. Ru t1 he rf o rd, 'w h i ·ch 
i11 ltt , par t f th land n \\1 l1i 11 B Ii var now stands.'' 

j f r tl1 i ,,·a · ·i r1 ..., of F bruar 179 7. 

I n l 7 , d t i r in °· t 11 ad n1 i r1 i t r a i n f J o h n A d ams, i 11 

lt r1ti ii,ati 11 f, ,,·, r \ ith Fra11 th gov rnn1e11t organized 
;1 11 ~j rab l ar111 ' f r d f 11 . 11 r t ion of the f orc·es were 

11 t t111 r 11 . I in k 11 . ' i 11 t a 1n p at H a rp er s Ferry, and t 11 e 

ri • 11 \\1 l1i 11 tl1 \ r tati n • l1 a ever since b,een called 
\. 

a111i H ill. I t ru11 11 rtl1 and ut,}1 t t \\r'ee11 Harpers Ferry 
; t 11 ct 1 i < r. 'v\' h n t 11 \\/ a r 1 u d d i a p p are d , man of the 

I i r tt l ,,·11 at th 11~ace. A g·reat mKl ny l1ad died 
\\ J1il i11 11 rvi a11 d tl1 ir t odie are buried 011 the slope of 

, 111 p Hi 11 . 
, t tl1at i1n a ti t r , ar , a '" a • d between the Fed-

r, 1 i a n t 11 R p u t 1 i an a 11 a e r ta i 11 Cap . H en r y, i 11 

n. Pi11kn ar111. • i-- ai to ha e taken his company one 
a , t • J ff r n R a11d ord r d th m to overthro(w the -

t. rit at f J ff r 11 hi politica l enemy. They succeed-
i 11 ta hi11 • • l ar ~ bould r f rom the to·p, which ro4led 

\\ 11 tl1 hill to h nand ah tr t, w1here it lay for many 
a mo11 t1m nt f tup id i ·ot r· .. ' 

H nr ''"a . l1all n to a du I b a h·ot Republican, but 
11. I i 11 k t 1 i 11 r f r and the affair w ia s o ftf. 

Tl1 r of l t J 1na have indi ated the nee1d f or the 
r11111 nt hr'"" t co11trol an ade,quate fuel supply. 

, 11 , r l in Book Pa 6 date eptem er 26th, 
1 t , m f un nt r a I a e f rom Ferdinando and 
Eliz" F irf a o ther \\ ith Thon1a S, ann and E mund I. 
l . rn _, , f I andria \ a. a mini trators for one Wil­
li ;tm B ,r to John . rm rong ecretary of War, by .. 

\ hi h 11 r \\ a ran f rr d f or r to the Unite tates f or , 
tl1e p rp tu< 1 u an njo m nt o f h . eople of the United 

l ' t , th ri ht-
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''For the 1purich·ase of the trees., tim.ber and woods'' on a 
trac,t o,f land measurin·g 1,394 acres, 5 rods, 20 perches, at a 
cost 01f $ 2 o, 8 60. 62. 

This tract extended from Harpers Ferry to w'ha·t is locally 
known as ''Tlhe Be'ar Pond.'' 

Evidently ·this lease did not fully s,atisfy the authorities, 
for on Ootoiber 27th, 1818, sh·ortly aifter the coming of Joh11 
H. Hall and t·he erection of the Rif'le Works, by dee,ct to J:a1mes 
1~ad-ison, PreSJident of t1he United Sta1es, that portion of t·he 
land leased an·d lying next to Harpe·rs Ferry and i11cluding the 
ferry over 11he S1henando·ah river, melasuring 68 acres and 8 
11erches, W4S ,con·v·eyed outri1ght to the gover11,n1ent. For t'his 
land and ferry rig,h,ts was pai,d $ 5, ooo. Both t·hese tracts were 
a part of the great a·creage whi·ch was then oalled ''S·hannon­
dale. '' 

Thus it will .be 11ote,d that the Un~ted States own,e·d 403 
acres, 8 per1c·hes., and with the lease a,bove n·o~ed controlle·d al­
most exa·ctly 1,800 acres of land. The purp,ose of the lease of 
the mountain lan,d was to burn cl1arco'a1· for the furrta·ces. At 
tl1e Government Works still ma1, be seen :the remains of the 
pits s.o used, an,ct a few of o·ur olider n1en re·member wJhen the 
last o·f t1hem were dis,mantled. 

And so the art of ''ch.arcoal burners'' was neither myth nor· 
legend in our ancient t·own. 

In add'i~ion to all th~s, the g-overnment by deed of May 
8th, 1800, secured from Hen,ry Lee and othe·rs the rig1h·t to dig 
iron ore from a tra,ct of 1,600 acres of land bor1dering t1he Po­
tomac a•b,o·ut four miles up the river. This tr;a,ct w·as. known as 
''Friends O·re Ban1k. '' 

Von Ho~·st, in ''C'onsitit·utional H1is1tory of the United 
States,'' Volu·me 1, page 176. 

One cann1ot elimina.t,e fro1m the history ·of the armory and 
arsenal re:feren,ce to Tho1mas J eflferson. That he came here 
frequen·tly no one dou1bts. That he was interes.ted in the gov­
ernmen1t, there is certain eV1idenfce; that he believed in !the fi­
delity of friends here in his contests with po'1iti1cal rivals, is well 
set forth in the following, taken from ''L,ife of Jefferson,'' by 
Randolph. 
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\~ r I \J 11 tl1 Ri h1nond rn1 or not yet in op-
r i 11 ut n ti . . rmor at Harp r F rr . At that 

ti 111 , , 11 11 11 11 ti tut i o r1 it If , a put to hazard, rather 
11 ... 11 r l in ui h tl1 Jon 11j e t of r O'\Ve r , when the 
t111 ro Ltl 11 tl1 l1 u bal lotin • ball ting tl1rough the ni ht, 

a11 hr u l1 u e i a , f r a hi f Mao·i trate, had w e 
11 tl1 p r 11 i . of D~tr bri ; ad and tl1 arn1s at Harper 

r r \\ 11 i h 11 11 r a t u re in 'a· of an at t m pt to . et 
a l" "l • an t u ·n r l r f 1 a\\ to up er e d the p u1b Ii c \Vi 11, a f -
t r I at i 11 ~ • t 11 1 t i 11 t t h 1-1 rt i n a c u a bu e, u n d er t he 
pr t 11 re t LI r ·11 , a r if i , \\ h o n1 th e pro f e s to ab h o r. 

11 . ra l Ha·n1 ilt n l1a fr0\\' 11 indi n;antl upon the unwor-
11 • r t1r f r \\'hi 11 h ha 1-1aid th f orfeiture 01f his life. '' 

\,\ a t l1i n ral arke? I th.ink so. General Darke 
m er _ tl1, 180 t . • 

l 

"I .. l1a J ff r on ,va not f or0• tfu1 of tl1 cot1nt wh ich n O\\' 

1 t 11 i 11 a 111 • r h l 1 a fr m \1/ h i h h e l,"' I a n 11 e ct to b r in ,-
1· r 11 11 i ~ r n1 re i t 'l n if n e e d be, i we 11 .. et f o rt h i 11 

1 l1 f 11 ,, , i 11 t , n fro n1 ' a • an d Papers of th e Pres i -
j 11 t \ I t l n1 1 . 

Februar 2 1802. 

11tl 111 n f th nat and of the Hou of R presen -

I n \\1 1 a fore ou-

t . r turn f r nan arm and military' tor s th 
I r I r .. , f t 11 n i t ta t . 

-· R ur11 f n1u .. k t an b:a onets fabri at d at the ar-
tl1 ni tat at prin ......... ield and Hari rs Ferry, • 

I l rt 

~t 11 f 11 , 11 • it u r at tho e p I ace • and 
. n im, f p n iture ~ hich m a .. n _ary 

f r f r l i i :1 i o 11 11 l :i r r, f o r t 11 p re en t , ear. 

B i 11 1 rm nt11t n1a azin e t ,.1 1li 11 at prin, -
~ I ·\ \ P i 11 t n H a r J r r r , it i ho u" ht n ho u l 

I l i l1 i 11 ,. n1 p • 11 n n i n t r t h ta of or t 11 

r I in t1 h L r l i 11 .. an or er i a. u 11 i o int , i 11 pro -
.. t I t f un n , r h ord r tl1 Carolina an m mall 

l _ 11 L i I ur r p r or o tl1 1bli~hm 11t 
• • 

r I J n 
• i 11 n _ ar for h pr nt 1ear. 
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We find tl1e Uni,ted St:ates in possession of certain iro11 
n1ines a11d works in the count)· of Berke1lcy a11d State of Vir­
g; i11ia , 11urch,ased, as is presumal1le, 011 th e idea of estabiisl1in.~· 
,,1orks for tl1•e f abri•cation 01f cannon and other mil~tary arti1cles 
l1y the 11ub·Iic. Whether this m 1et11od of su1111Iying wh:a't ,may be 
\va11ted w ill 'l1e ,m ost advisa'b1e or that of purchasin g· at market 
~,here c·o·m~1e1tition bri11g·s everyt,J1ing to its 11roper level o·f pri·ce 

a11d quality is f or the Leg·islatL1re to de·cide, and if the latter 
al te r11ative b.e pref erred, it will r est f or their further considera-· 
t:on in \\.rh:a1t way the su,bjects of this pur·chase may be best en1-
plo)·ed or disp·ose,d o,f. 

(N ote ,that Jefferson called Congr,ess ' 'Legislature.'') 

Here one m1ay be pardoned, if he dig·resses to say, that 
lo11g· bfore Har~..,ers F,erry had bee 11 chosen as the site f or the 

government \\' Orks, the w idely scattered de11osits of iron ore. 
hidden in the Blue Ridg·e m ou11tains a11d their contiguous chains, 
extending from the far north to the f:ar south, \vere we1IJ 
k11 own. Nu1merous flo·t1rishi11g· iron works were i11 operatio11 
in Washing,ton county , Md., and in nearly or quite every county 
of the Valley of Virg·inia. O11e su,ch works stood 11·eiar tl1~ 
m outh of th:e Antietam. According to Scl1arff 's History of 
Western Mary la11d. Copy rig·ht 1882. 

1I1e Antieta,m Iron W orks s1ituated on the Antietam :a1bout 
3 mil es south of Sharpsbung, were ere·cted by Wm. M. Bro•,v11, 
and were operated by Ross, Bell and Henderson, of Bal'timore. 
'J'hey were afterwards so ld to John McPherson Brinn, a11d 

these Iocal1ly fa,mous works were known as Brinn's Iron Works .. 
In 1880, the works were producing· fro·m eight to t,en tons per 
day . For .a'bo,ut a }'ear this was the produ:ction. Shortly a:fter 
t 11 is the works were s.u spend e·d f or a w hi I e. The ore for th~ 
111ills is obtaine1d both on the Virgi11ia a11d Mary land side of the 
ri ver. The Antiet:am Iron Works lat.er beca,me a nail factory. 

(T,he fo·l'l'owing is a news1.1aper extr,a,ct of the 138th anni­

verysary of Sharps1burg, Md.) 

''On October 31st, 1 765, an a•greement was formulated 
!1etween Co;J. Jos.eph Chap,li11e and Sam,uel Beall, of Fred·erick 
County, and David Ross and Rich~a'rd Henderson, of Prin,ce 
Geo1·ge 's County, IMd., for the bu,ilding o,f the Antietam Iron 
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\ \ 1 r , , t 11 r 111 i 1 Lt t 11 of 11 ~1 r 1) l u r • \ .hi 11 f r many ear. 

l \ • ~t a 1n t ' t I u at l , r1 p r f i ta I i 111d u tr.., . The w r k ,v c re 
]tJ i·~1p \·ith furn ~1 e r lli11 • a11d lit tin • n1ill i1uddling· fur-• 

11 ~1 n d ;1 n t e 11 i e 11 ail ~l n d a ti 111 • fa t r •. A·b u. t 5 o op -
• ~t t r \\ • r n11p Io , d in t 11 e \\ • r k . Th e ,v o r k had t h ~ 

l 1 n r f 11 tr u tin °· n1 11 art ... f Ru n1 ., tea n1 b at a 11 d 
f _ .. , t i n • a n n 11 b a 11 a n d h 11 f r ti e in th e war of t l1 ~ 

R olut io11. eral sk irn1i he oc urred at thi place bet\. ee11 

t I 1 B I u a 11 t h e r a , d u r'i 11 • t 11 Ci v i 1 a r. ' 

u r in . • th i t ~ -f i e ; ·ear.... th e o· v r 11 m 11 t \V r ks we r c! 

l 1 r i 11 11 r.a ti 11, there \\ a x p n d al1 out $ t , o o o o i 11 

i n 1 I r 111 n t n d r p a i r , a 11 d i t i a n1 a t t er of 0 • re a t h i to r i ca l 
i ,, t r t t n t t h a t-

Th fir t J ra tic1ble bre ch.Jl oadin • firea·rm n1ad e in tl1~ 
flit ta t , , • ' l t ha t p,a t n t e d t H a 11 in 1 8 1 1 . A bout 1 o .. 

\\ r n1 :-t f o r the G o v r 11 m n t th e i n v en to r s u 11 e r i n t e n d -
i 11 t h i r n1 , n u fa tu re ,1 t t h e H a r p r Fe r r A r - e r1 a l u 11 ti l h i 
ti ~ t h i 11 l , 4 4 . I 11 t 5 6 C 11 ·re . m ad e an a ~ 11 r op r i a i o 11 f o r 
1 r h-1 i11 • rifles and p riment in thi arn1 were co11-

ll t u 11 t i 1 t h e • re a k i 11 °· ·u t f th Ci vi 1 V a r, d u ring the 
pr .)·r ..,_ f \\ J1i h the G ernmer1t n1 anufactured and pur-

11 '"tt hon1 nd roa er 4 small arn1s of b -
l \\ ' 11 _ a11 d,iffcr 11,t 11att r11. T~aken fro m Index in 

e a11 Parers f th President olume XI 178 - '1905. 
ail 11 r ord r ,,·anting for me to tate the ave·ra (Y 

11t1m, r f rifl mad in h Rifl 'Ai~orks. It is a m:atter of 
int r t r rd tl1i fa furni hed our honored townsman 

r. r 'fa • tl,at at th u reak f l1e ,var the co t to 
-

111 rnn1 11t f a 1 rifl \ as St 6. t 7. The annual output 
f th mu t f t r \\' l a out 10 o . ual l there wer~ 

• 

. r 111 
' 

t t , o·un l1er in th a11r1or . That a1bout 
\\' r ur11 t th utbr a ~ of th Ci il ar indicate 

ti, , th F r, 1 r11n1 nt had r m a onsiderable nun1-

r f r h ir . inia mil itia en ui n the \ orks. The 
r hi t r f t 11 ,, • r ,. h r m t r i fl r i t e i n a re-.. 

, i ~ f t t1 u t 11 i ·11 ~ \ n t \\1 11 i h h p 11 u n r th e u -
r ri n t n n f h r al m n \\i h \ ., r u i el in 

h r f th o r n rn n t p r a ion . h re quo tat ion a p-
• 

p.,.,.~r h. r fr m iTh nn I of Har rs F rr , Barr . 
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Superintendents of tt1e wo,rks were: 
Mr. Perkins, 1 796-181 o, an Eng·lish Moravian, des,cribed 

as ''a.mia1ble, unsop histicated '' and ·known for si,mplicity of dress 
and deportment. 

Mr. St•u1bble,field, a Virg·inian, 1810-18 29. A practical 
g·un maker, who as su'perintendent served the longest of :any. 

D·uring· his s1uperintendency Mr. John Hall, Portland, Me., 
came to superintend t·he manufa·cture of his breechloading· gun. 
Two bui,ldings were erected for his u·se in the Shenan,doah 
river and there he conti11ued to m,anufa,cture the Hall rifle till 
1840, when he moved to Missouri. After this, other buildings 
were erected on the same isl:and in the Shenandoah for the 
n1anu·facture of the Minie Rifle, but the works were always 
known as ''Hall's Rifle Works.'' 

''Mr. Hall was the fa-ther of the Hon. Willard Hall, at one 
time a Mem,ber of Cong·ress from }'v\issouri_, and during the w.ar 
Governor o'f that State. It was during t·he a,d·ministration ot 
Mr. St·u1biblefield in 1824, that the 'Bell Sho!p' was destroyed ·by 
fire. It g·ot its na,me fro,m having· the Armory bell suspended 
in a turret vvhich overtop1ped the roorf. '' 

Coto11el Dunn, 1829 to January 30th, 1830. He was 
foully murdered by ·one Cox, a discharg·ed armorer, who was. 
later p,u1bli1C'ly han1g·ed near Charles T'own. I believe it was he 
vv·ho was exe·c·uted on the hill at the right of the pike, which is a 
l"'art o•f the old Howell Brown farm. I seem to re·m,em·ber hear­
ing Mr. Barry tell that as a f:a,ct one 1day as we rode tog·etl1er to 
c ·harles Town. 

Gen. Georg·e Rust, 1830-1837. He was a popular su-
perintendent, who spent little ti.me here, having large Ian l 
holdings in Loudoun county, where he passed most of his time. 

Col. Edward Lucas, 1837-1841. ''He was :a·n ex·cee·din·gly 
amiable, generous and g·oo·d man, al!tl1oug·h fiery and pug·na­
cio·us when he deemed himself ins.ulted. He later, in 1847, 
became paymaster :a·n,d so served until he died in 1858, honored 
a11d lamente,ct by a g·reat n·umber 0 1f sincere ad1mirers. '' During· 
l1is superintendency a retaining· wall was built the leng·th of the 
1·iver front, extending· the ya~d spa,ce :and ex·cluding· in so.me 
n1easure flo·od waters. Twelve hon1es ·for mecha11ics were built 
a11d the place g·eneral1y im•proved. ''Col. Lucas ownd a good 
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111 :111 1 'l ' 11 arl \ 't ll of \\1 l1 111 \\ ' r f tl1 111 t \\ ortl1lc .: - -
i r i I i 11 . \\I h 11 , ") 1· , ~ • r 11 ad l 111 u n 11 r fit a 1 c 
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4 1 n ~ I I . u a - \\, a L 1 d t , M a j . H e 11 r K. C r a i .~· 
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,l ll r 11 11 ft i r a 11 i r1 I i n d to t 11 a t t r i t n of d i i p l i 11 ~ 
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;t 11 tl1 ir 11 11t ir1u a i ipl f hi add 11othi11 • to 
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I 1 p , r 1· 111 I d a 11 i 1111) r t l 1 r , \ a a g; 11 r I a 11 
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kind in wl1ich Yankee Sullivan and an English fi,g·hter by the 
name of Ben Caunt 1met. It was during t•his time also that .a11 

outbreak of Asiatic cholera occurred, which claimed a large 
toll in human life. 

Col. Benjamin Hug·er became superintendent in 1851. 
Durin,g his :ad1ministration occurred the first Government sale 
of land, generally knorwn as ''The Sale of 185 2. '' Then on 
' 'an order rfro•m the Secretary of 'War (Jetfferson D1avis, late1· 
President of the Confederacy), the Governme·nt disposed of a 
considera'ble portion of the pro-perty at Harpers Ferry to em-
11Ioyees of the ,a·rmory. Many house's an1d lots were, therefore, 
disposed 0 1f, at pu1b'1i,c sale, and at the sa·me time many dona­
tions of land were made by the Government for religio·us, e,du­
cational and town purposes. ' ' During· this tin1e o·ccurr-e·d th-! 
flood 01f '52, when the town and Govern1ment ·works were in­
u·ndated ia•n,d great damage done. ''It may be observed that 
Colonel H·u·ge·r aifterwards became a General in the Con;f ed­
era)te servi1ce and obtained some notoriety, especially in the 
seven dtays fi,ght before Richimond. '' 

Major Bell 1be·came su~1erintendent in 1854, b·ut contin·ued 
in office only a few months, when the military rule was abol­
ished and ,civilians again came in to office, and civilian rule co11-
tinued till the coming of the Civil War. 

M,ajor Bell was succeeded in 1855 by Henry W. Clowe, 
,vho ''ha,d been e1mployed for many years b~fore .as a m·aster 
mill-wrig·hit in the Armory. His temper was hig·h, but he was 
generous to a fault and never did the place enjoy greater pros­
perity than un·der his ad:ministration. His g·reate·st trou'ble 
arose from the intrigues of politicians. He 'had a quarrel with 
the then Re,presentative in Congress from the district in which 
Harpers Ferry is situate·d, and by the influen·ce of the la,tter, or 
some otl1e1 person, was removed.'' 

In Janu'ary, 1859, Mr. Clowe was su·cceede·d by ·Alfred ·M. 
Barbour, a young lawyer, an•d it w.as during his administratio11 
that the John Br.own raid 0 1ccurred. And when on ·that Octo­
·ber Sunday nigh1t that stran,ge, fanati1ca1l man descended upon 
this historic town and on the .morrow sent a startled cry of alarn1 
o,v,er the land, the end of an era had co,me to the famous 
\\'Orks, the State 'and nation, an,d the \beginning o·f another was 
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ti 11 r in. nd hu tl1 re "''a thru t upon Harpers Ferry the 
• i ti ti 11 f in h __ ene of the fi r t act of .an a\ ful drama, 
t h n t in u n' ' f ~ hi 11 , a a time th a t tried. m en 's sou 1 s' ' 
~ nd tl1 11d f , hi h 111ark d the pa in,g of the old Armory 

11 r • n 1 f ram Harp r Ferry forever. 

R nt th que tion a to fidelity to the General Govern-
111 n r allian e \ ith tl1 ta,tes wh ich had already seceded, 

ir i11ia p ;t d th Ordin·ance of e·ce sion the 17th o·f April, 
l 1, and the foll owin cr day the superintendent, Mr. Barbour, 
,, 11 11 b n ele t d from the county on the Union ti,cket, but 
\\~h final] oted f r S ce ion came to Harpers Ferry with 
Mr. n, after ard pr minent in the Confederacy. T'hei.r 
l p a ran and p e he we re o·ccasion for a near riot. With 

d the militar forces of the State were in motion • 
.. 1 n1 , 21 n 

t , ard Harp r Ferr for the purpose o,f taking possession of 
th ernment \ ark an,d ar,m here. A year and six months 
l1 lap d ince the Brown raid, and the Govern·m,ent h.ad 
m intai11 tr op here ontinuou ly since that unfortunate 

n . Li ut 11 ant Ro(Y r Jones and forty-two regular United 
ta oldier \\' re here. Hearin,g of the immediate appro,ach 
f the tat mili tia, num1 ring about 2, ooo in all, and know­

i11 th in ita le r ul t , the soldiers laid trains of powder 
thr u ·h all the uildin °· . A loud explosion and a thi k col-
un1n f fir nd -moke ari ing from the direction of Harpers 
F rr a the C nf ederate forces informa,t ion of the burning 

f the uil in an th po e ded at dou le qui,ck to save the 
n1 hin r in t·he ho,p and a1111s in the arsenal.'' 

i iz n b fore th ir arri al had extinguished the fire in 
tl1 hop and • ved the machinery, a large part of whi'ch was 

n tran f err d to Fa tte ille, . C., and in the works there 
r n r d i nal er i e to the Confedera1e cause. The arsenal 
\\' n ir I n urned , ith about fifteen thousand stands of 

rm th rein. oon after •hi the militia were placed under the 
tri t ommand of Colon 1 Thoma J. Jackson, afterwards the 

illu triou ton wall.'' 

ltimate de truction of the ,vorks was soon to f ollo\v, 
for on Jun _ h a f or of Baltimore volunteers and the Sec­
on • , i i i pi un r th -command of their Col. Faulkner fired 
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t l1 e Rifle Factory .a11d Sl1ena11doal1 Bridg·e along· with some rail­
road property. 

It is 011e of the ano,n1alies of his.tory tl1 at the small buiJ,ct­
i 11 g·, the fire e 11 g· i r1 e h o use, sh o u l d h av e bee 11 al on e 0 1f a 11 the 
l1 uildi11 g·s saved from the g·e·neral wre,ckag·e. It was into thal 
·tructure Jo·hn Brow11 and his 1nen retreate·d a11d f1·0,m it ,vere 
taken as prisoners .. K11 own sin1ce as J ohn Brow·11's Fort, it was 
rem,oved to Chi,ca,g;o in 18 92 and there was on exhiibition with 
tl1e LiL1,by Priso11 Museum. In 18 9 5, throug·h the efforts of a 
considerable number of interested persons, tl1e bL1ilding \\1as 
returned a11d re1b1uilt on the f·arm of Mr . . Alex Murph_, and i11 
1909 finall y relbuilt on the ca,mpus. of Storer Colle0·e, a11 o'bje'Ct 
of 11revailing· and in·creasing· interest to all vv ho arl,mire hra ver \' 
;1 11d undivide:ct devotion to a cause, however ill-starred the ac­
tions inaug·urating the same. 

Today only an arch o·f masonry, some ex1te11t of walls i11 
a more or less perf e,ct state of 11reservation, some wl1itewashed 
t·ou11dations., so me scattered a11d abandoned stones, on·ce ca11-
1")ing a cor11er or stren °·thenin,g an a,bu1t1m.e11t, or perchance a 
f>; rass-g· row 11 i,ile of deibr1s, marking· the wreckag·e of war, lend 
their n1 elancl1oly and mute testimony of a g·Iory that on1ce was 
,l g· ra11deur that shall be no m•ore. 

No 1nore the whir of wheels, the ri11 g· in °· blo\v of .anvil, 
the shuffling· tre·a,d of feet, the sharp, metalli,c click 01f Ioc·ks 
211d the echoing· g· rasp of bayonet to m,usket are hea1·d, where 
once tl1ey reig·ned sui1reme. Now alone the sun rises over the 
town where all too plaint)' to a respons.ive imaginatio11, ''Icha­
bod," '·thy g·Iory h.ath depar1ed, '' seems written. But when at 
nig·ht the g·lorious shi·m·n1eri11g waves of silvery moonlight pJ,ay 
over the musi1cal ,va ters of the Shenandoah, one 1may stand in 
silent contemplation on the rock made falmou·s, be'cause of its 
association ,vith the name of Jefferson, and feel th·at while the 
wo rks of me11 n1ay come and g·o, his plans move to their nat-
11r al e11ds or fail there is i11e.f f alb le g·Io ry, a symphony of di vine 

' creation in the majestic cli'apas.on of the uplifte,d hills and in the 
l1armonious undertone of the untiring waters, which will for­
ever con tinu.e through the un11u,m\bered ages, when men here 
stop and reaf·firm their be'lief in the ,m·ight and m:ajesty of a 
w·ise Creator. 

• 
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rl .. a \n fr Ill 1Catalo · 'LI f the Harp r F rr r111 o r Prop-
r t l l 1 l 1 t ' t 11 11 i t ta 1 o n t 11 t 11 of o v m be r, 

1 c. ( > t t t 11 t \\ 11 f Harl" r F r r I i r in i a. Made e pt em -
I r 7 t 11 I • 

~111 f 11 \\1 i11 i_ a 11 dule f ni d tat 1-1roperty at 
~t11 11 :tr Hf1rp r err a ji ided and laid ot1t b . Ho\vell 
l)r >, 11 a 11 l r 111ai: f 186 , 111ade under th Llp rvi ion of 

~ll ~ti11 LJ 11i I J. u11 g, r nanc torek eper, acting under 
i!1 lrt1 ti 11 fr 111 th r Jna11 1) partment at ashin,gton, is-

- lJ d i 11 p u r ' LJ 'l Il f ~l n ~l t f O 11 r v"'-J ' a p p r O V d O n the 1 5 th 
• ·,1. , f 1n r 1 > 6 , en titl d, ' n a t providing for the 
_ ; l l f l 1 l ' t 11 j t n n1 n t a 11 d water p r i vi I e g· s be Ion gin g t o 
l 11 11 i ted t ' t t t a11 11 a r Harpers Ferry, in the county of 

J f r 11 • t i r i 11 i a a 11 d· \\' h i h pr o·p rt is to be so 1 d by 
ul li flt tl1 t o,\·11 f Har11 rs Ferr , a., on the 30th of 

, , 111 l r 1 ) 6 ;,) . , 
L t l. 'I h , ,,,1 r·-i: w r 11 tire of the Potomac ri ver, as 

11 1 j , t 11 n i t t ~l t n1 bra in g it e f the o 1 d arm o r y 
t uilJi11 r mu , t fa ,t r.)' B 1rn I land, a11d all that strip 
( J f 1 't 11 ·1 11 I LI ff b rd r in 11 th Poto n1 a c r i v er, an d l in g 
1 ... t , 11 { id ri r an tl1 tr t and lot a laid do\vn on map 

1 ,(>l . 176, 0. 
L t -· 1,. h , at r-po\v r entire of the henandoah river, 

~l h I __ , t l1 11it ta t emtbra ing the site f the rifle fac-
, r .. ,,itl1 'tll tl1 ai,purt nan thereto belonging. $30,000. 

I . t 3. 'fh 11 11, nd 11 f rr , , ith a tr,a t of land ontain-
1-.... r n th urth ide of the river, and a ferry lot • 

I 11 r 

11 11 rt 11 ,.. id \\' it h fr n t on r i er of 2 4 3 feet ; on Te 11 street, 
1 t • n H,1n1ilt 11 ·r t 66 1-2 f et; and on Bridge street, 
• f t. o t n hou :outh ide of riv r. 1,790. 

L t 4. Th p rp tual ri ·ht to ut an r move from a 
tr f 1 5- a r f moun ain land, l ing on the south 

f tl1 h n, n ah ri r, a j inin th f rr tra t. 3,600 . • 
I 

L . Tl1 ri ht t i iron ore u , on a tra t of 1,600 

r 1 11 , r ring on h Pot. ma· - riv r, kn o,vn as 
r an ~ a uir f ram H nr L an others by 

.. 
1· 1 ll 

d \a the 8 h, 1800. $13,,ooo. 
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TiHE BULLS-KIN IRUN 

By W. F. ALEXANIDER 

( 1Read lbefore the Society at Shepher.dstown, March 14, 1936) 

I have be·en as.ked to read a pa·per tonight a.b1out the Bull­
skin Run. Otf ·course there is very little ·to say a1b·out the run in 
itself, but there is a gre~1t deal to be said about the peop·Je w·ho 
loc'ated thereon and lived there more th.an a huntlre,d y·ears ago. 

We are told in Kercheval's History of the Valley that th·e 
Cavaliers came up from the Tidewater and Io.cated al·on,g t·he 
Bullskin and LongmarsJ1 runs, .and we are told also that the 
Opequon was the dividing line between the Cavalier and the 
other set,tlers of the valley; in other wor•ds, the people f1rom 
the Tide,water, the early En·glish settlers located this side of the 
Opequon, and pe·ople fro1m Penn·sylvania and further north s·et­
t1ed on the other side. 

There are two Bullskins, sometimes known .as fh,e Little 
and Big Bullskin, but more properly the North fork and the 
South fork. 

We will take the north fork first as i1 is the smaller of the 
two. This bran·ch starts at what is known as Ro-ck S,pring 011 

1he Cl'ay·mont Estate and joins the main stre.am on property 
110w known as the ·Mathias far,ms near Kab,Ietown. As a boy I 
remember seeing this Rock Spring, and wond·ering at the 
amount of water th·at seemin,gly gushed out of a split rock, 
and wonderin·g· if it did not resemble the rock that Moses split 
a11d o·btained water as re-cord·ed in the Bi!ble. 

As you all know the upper portion of the Shenandoah 
v~alley was g·ranted to Lord Fairf.ax, and alth-ough the·re were 
other ·claimants, and ind·eed other patents, hi·s was the most 
prominent. I h1a ve re•cent·Iy seen numero·us plats made for land 
in this county in the years 1732-33-34, amon,gst the,m I.ands of 
John VanMetre and Jost Hite, the most pro1minent and ta,rge·st 
land owners. We find tha1 in order to esta,blish his claim, Lord 
Fairfax frequently com,promised by granting tracts of ]'and to 
people who had other. claims or who had taken posse·ssion with­
out any legal claim, by deeding them the land with the proviso 
that they would 'P~Y hi,m so long as he live,d One Peper Corn 
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D '· I 11 ft n , nd r d \ hat \\ a a pepercorn. 
i ti n. r , i • it a ma 11 b r r , of the pep e 1· 

pl nt h ,n a n , t 11 i 11 • i n i • r1 i i an t . I d o n t k n o ,v t he o r i 0• i 11 

f L d ', tut u.'pp it m a11 Chri tmas. I t therefor 
lllU l lie. n a 111 r v· .., tur , .hi h recognized him a own-

1· , 11 at t 11 am tin1 o· the par tie interested the Ieg·al 
t i t I t t 11 11 r 
l , lizin • titl 

pert . I ha e 11 told 11 fixed a limit for thus 
and aft r a rtain dat no more deeds \voul:i 

n. ·r at n1an i)eo~ 1 t k advantage of this liberal 
ff r, a11 

Tl1 
a ·re a t 111 a 11 o t 11 r ,v en t to . o u rt. 
ur e I n1en tio11ed a e \ver·e n1ade by one R. 0. 

Br k . 
1 l1 r r f cour e tl1ou and of acres on which no one 

Ii \ l d a t t 11 • t • 111 , a n d of the e t ho u a 11 d of a-c re ~ and other 
' J r i rti \ hi 11 he pur ha d La\ ren e Washi11gton, a hali 

r tl1 r f 11 ral Geo1 ·e a hi11gto 11, wl1 had married A 

1· I, ti f rd Fairf.ax, a q·uired ma11 a re , extendinK per-
• 

11, I fr n1 the to\ n of Cl1arle T \J 11 to b ond the south 
l r 11 ti f t 11 B till kin. Tl1e exa t lo ati n an·d ize of this tract 
J1a n r e n a ertained. 

Jtt i 111 , fr per t take tl1i 0~1p rtunit to a that this 
.:1 r t i I , i J I d \ 11 a • r a t a I \ i t 11 t 11 e as hi n g· t o n s f o r the 

11 th,. t durin10· th a l1i11 ·t 11 Bi-Ce11ten11ia l, I n1ade quite 
. tu _, f \\'J1at 111i h•t t e t rn1,e a l1i11g·t nia '' and I will 

11 r f re ha t a k that ou bear witl1 n1e, if I bore ou witl1 
t m ti 11 \,\/ a hi ngton. 

La,,, r n I f t t h i tract, •O r t r a t of I and, i n h is \Vi 11 to 
J ~ i . f u r 1l r t 11 r : J 11 r1 u g u _.ti 11 e a·n1 u e 1, Ch a r I es an ct Geo r g e. 
\ 1h , 11 J ft ut l1i full r th r u ·u ti11e, \\' d not know. 
\,\ ' kn \\' h ,v e r, t ha t \ a r n er a 11 in g· t 11 a g· rands o n 

f u u t i 11 \,\ ~ h in ·ton did a q u i r 1 a n d i n t 11 e val le) , a 
r fr q u n t l m n ti n i 11 11 i i a r that 11 11 ad pen t 

th n i ht \\1 ith \ rn r. Tl1 · ar11 r hing ton Ii ed in the 
11 u n \\ kn \ n a Fairfi Id at G )11 r on h Long Mar h 
Run an n \V ,. n , the R i ha r on an a 1 o n .. 
Au le • n ,i. kn ,, n a Audi , to k F r1n. arn r ash-

-
i11 u.ton al marrie a ~ irfax, I th.nk a i ter of l_a, rence 
\ if n : in thi wa no out t a uire a ·reat deal of land in 
he Jl ,. It i al ,,, 11 t n t h 1t th , hing-tons seem-
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ed to have a hab it of bettering their fi11ancial position by mar-
1·iag·e, and even Geo rg·~ did not pick a ''poor and lo11el}~ 
,vidow. '' 

Yott ~rill therefore note that George Washington acquired 
t is land in tl1e Valley by pur·chase and from his brother Law­
rence and not for services as a surveyor for Lord Fairfax, as so 
many people have been led to believe. Washington was paid 
i11 g·o ld for his servi1ces as a surveyor. 

4 

S.a·muel Washin,g1ton came to the Valley in about 1770 
~.nd built Harewood on land purchased fr om Isaiah Pemperto11 
and othe·1As, and with th e land inherited from George owned 
over 4,000 acres. 

This name Pe·mperton leads me to believe that he was a 
Quaker, as there was a11 Isr:ael Pem·perto11 an1 ong· the Quakers 
\\' ho were banished from Pennsjylvania at the beg·inning of tl1e 
Revolution and held prisoners in Wincheste·r for a number of 
years. Quite a ~istory Oif this oc·currence is am•ong· the records 
at Haverford Colleg·e near Philadeli1hia, which I have had 
tl1e pleas·ure of seeing·. 

Charles Was.hing·ton came some time later tha11 Samuel, 
and after tr.a•di11g· several tra1cts, laid out the town o·f Charles 
Town in 1786. 

J ohn Aug~ustine Wasl1ing·ton, as far as I ,can ascertain, 
never came to the valley to live. However, his son Corbin, 
who married Hannal1 Lee, a d:aug·hter of Ri,chard Henry Lee, 
may have co·me, but \ve thi11k not, as both his and his wife's 
~rills are recorded in the court house a1t Fairfax, Va. There is 
a record of the property of Han11,al1 ',Washing·to11, who survived 
Corbin, in our court re-cords wl1ich shows 1a 1bout 2,000 acres of 

' land and 13 5 slaves. The Mansion house of this estate is still 
stan·ding and ·is located on tl1e Bullskin. This house is well 
worth seeing, only three roo1ms on the main floo·r and 011e 011 e­
half story room on the seco nd fl oo r. There .are three separa t­
ed chimneys, giving· a fire pla·ce 'to each room, beautiful hard­
ware and woodwork. Some few years ago I went out there 
with my son-in-law, who at the time was b·uilding a house near 
Phitadelphia, in which he was using hard1ware of colonial de­
sign, and w~nted a left han·d lo•ck. It seems tl1at he could not 



J ff r 0 11 u r1 t , 1-l i to r i a 1 ' • 
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4,- thi ' ,. i11 f I • a11 , f und 11 th r , b aL1tifull~; 
111~t ~t11 l arir1 tl1 E11 ·ti h oat f arms. 

'f 11 l ~111 \\' a di i d t t h d t 11 of H a 11 n a h am on g he r 
l 11 r 11 n t 11 i 11 ~ t a u • h t r. J 11 n A . r i v d B I a k e I e y, 

u l1r r·t i 11 r i e la ·n1 nt and Ri hard Henr Lee 
r i P r t H i 11. 11 f t 11 e ta t a re o n t 11 e Li t t l e 

t I J I , i n 11 d a t t l 1 h ad h re of. 
r . . ~I . \ , a., 11 in • t n ha quite an in t ere tin b in vita ti or 1 

t a 11 a t P r p t 1-1 i 11. I d n t r 1n e n11 b r the date, but 
t l1 · t i 111 f t h "l 11 , ,, i 11 a l • \ \, a t a 11 d u t i n 1n n1 i 11 d t o \V i t : 
I _ I k 11 11 . ta k it f r • r a 11 t d th a t th e d a n c e d on 
t 11 l, \\' 11. 1 .. 11 r , a not mu· 11 ~1 a c i 11 the house. 

Tl1 n r)la n d , n th run i what \Va known as 
}(, lar 1na n \\ \\ 11 d )' Mar hall Bur11 and the nan1e chang-

t 8 rl . Tl1i pro~1 rt \\pa n o ned by Dr. Ezekiel 
\,\ ~ B u 11 \' i n 1 w • <l n f J p h B u 11 of Ph i I ad e I p h i a Co. , 
P 1.. \\' 11 {) r ti d 111 e di c in h r and had hi off i1c e in a ton c 
l u i 1 i I1 .n \\' l n i 11 °· j u t i n t 11 e r a r f t h e p re en t d1w e 11 i n o· . 

\ ~' a r t 1 11 , t t 11 ct o r h \ a an a rd en t f i her man~ 
'"' ,,~n a 11arr , ~ tr ip f lan .from hi hou c to the hen an .. 
d l1 r i \' r 11 a t h o Lt 1 g f i h in • \ i th o u t 1 a v i n g h i o w n 
l :t 11 . 'rhi I ( nn ut ·tantiate. I a k d C lonel Gibson a1bout 
tl1i J r I r .. ' nd h aid Did y ti e r hear of the maid of 
K I, r, 111 ? , n J t I him 11 0 , an h aid that there ,va ,~ 
I .. r l In , i t h t 11 ab ti t 1 e. I o· a t h red fr o.m h i m th at 
! . i 1n i 11 11 ~ a 1 a ff a i r \\' i t h o n1 e o n e \ hi ch a ff a i r d id 

11 t 11 a t 11 u u al 11 a·p l _ n in , and ~ 11 k i I 1 ed her e If. Thi 
urr n au d tl1 tt ti 1 n equence of a haunted house 

a,1 th u LI 11t al and nn1 n,t of tl1 i1la e b the famil_, 
,,, 11 n1 • t ~l all d • on o·o n ar DeHa n P. 0. 
ir, Fr • ri , t1n ' ir inia , h r th brok n h arted fa tl1er 
l .. t r \ a r , • 11 11 i 1 11 l . 

Tl1 n x l1ou \\'n th rt1n i a fin o1 n l1ou_e 
l t 1 i l I 1 r 1 1 t r t l1 i l \\ , r , i t h n e fr c, n1 on o f t h -

n1 i 11 a 1 o 11 l1 B u 11 k i 11 . 11 I k n o ~ of i t i th a t i n 
• 
I \\ a- ,, • n l )' a 11 E n • 1 i -h n1 a 11 

-
Rop r, 

11 n n \\ 1 i , in hi o u n . 
• 

111 n ,, [ I :1 i ' t1 n Bull\ all ,, a11 
• • 
J I n W 

' r . La , 1 an \\ ho • 
I 

, . 
L ·trflc 
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West. This farm is cons.idered the best land 1n the ~ot1nty. 
All of the land· on the Bullskin is conside1·ed ·better than any 
other portion of the ,county. This particular spot, ho,\,ever, is 
considered the best o·f all. It \vas here that the bt1ffaloes gatl1-
ered mos! fre4uently and the grass was longer and sweeter. At 
least I have so 'been told by Daniel Heflebo·\ver ,vho once 
owned the farm. 

So m·u1ch for the Little Bullskin. We will now take up 
the Big Bullskin. 

The South Fork begins at what is ,kno·wn as the I-lead 
Spring, .a very large spring. One ,part of the sprir1.~ is no\v 
owned by Ike Bonham, formerly our county superintende11t of 
schools, and the other lJy ''B·ub'' Ro·binson. 

On the map of 1852, the ,Bonha·m part was o,vned by 
Edwin A. Riley's heirs an·d the other by John A. Thomson. -
Th~ d:wellin·g on the Riley estate is still standin·g, and has bee11 
put in excellent repair by Mr. Bonham and is well worth ,,isit-

-
ing. The house was 1built m-ore th.an 1 So years ago, is of Eng-
lish style of arcl1ite,cture and very beautiful, and has been in 
the family ever since it ,was built. 

The Thoms.on estate extended from the head spring to 
and including the land now owned by Mrs. A. P. Tho·mson, :i 

distan·ce of several miles, .and m·ust have em,bra·ced several 
thousan·d acres. 

A·cross the road· from the a·bove property are the lands of 
Warner Thoms.on and Warne·r Throc·kmorton. I do .not kno\v 
who Warner Tho·mson was, but Warner Throckm·orton belo11g­
ed to the Fairf;ax and Washington families. One orf Warner 
Washington's daug·hters, Mildred, J11arried a T~hrockmorton 
and another married a Whi1ting. I presume Warner Tho.mson 
belonged to the same clan. 

Some -one asked me several months ago if I had ~ver qeard 
of Warne-r Hall located in the tidewater section of Vir·ginia. I 
told him that I had had the pleasure of seeing this property. It 
was originally built by Augustine Warner, whose d1aughter Mil­
dred .married the grandfather of General Washington, and the 
nam-es o,f Augustine and· Mildred octcu·r frequently in the fan1ilj·, 

The Warner Throck·morton property is now owned by Mr. 
Wilmer Whiting and his sisters. A gre·at many o·f you know 
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h n1. I ~ a amus d, however on one occasion, to be told 
ti t t th \ re descendantts of Lord Fairfax and General Wash­
ir1 t n. L rd Fairfax was a bachelor and Washington had no 
hil ren. The are, however, descended from both f amities 

an orth members thereof. 
A Pr terian ,Church stood near the head spring on the 

land no, o ned by Robinson, w·hich ,vas most likely the first 
Pr t rian Church in the alley, at least in this part of the 
\ , 11 ,. urther down the run at a point near the White house 
111 r \ ' as a Methodist Cl1urch and a school house. It is clain1-

that this was th fir t free school house in what is now 
• 

,\\1 t ir inia. I unde rstand that Wheeling in Ohio county dis-
l1U thi laim. 

The White house above referred to is a very interesting 
n h u e a ro s the road from a large spring on the Charles 

1~ , n and ummit Point road ( on the Bullskin) and was built 
I , th McCo·rmick famil , and is possi1bly one of the oldes.t 
11 u e in he ount . It is claimed that Cyrus McOortnick 
,,, 11 0 in ente the reaper was born in this house. 

li ttle fiurther do,vn the ru11 we come to the place known 
a R k Hall. Tthis place was owned by George Washin,gton 
and ol his executo rs to Thom:as Lee, a son of Richard 
Henr L . Thos. Lee li ed here for some trme, but evidently 

i ~ not pa. f or same, , nd it , as resotct· by order of court to 
,\/\ the, Ran on who in turn old same to Thos. Hite Willis, a 

endan t of Jo t Hite, one of, if not, the first settler in the 
unt . Mr . . . Wa hington is a descendan t of Mr. Willis. 

Th ~'.illi famil owned the property for many years and sold 
~m to John L. Burns ho now owns it. 

In the in vent r of the Washington estate he gives 
• 

m n hi holdin ,1,6 0 acres on the Bullskin. The 1,600 
re e i ntl embra ed the Rock Hall property and down to 

an inclu in th,e farm O\vned b Mrs. Melvin opposite Haines 's 
\ i 11. 

There \ as a number of grist mills and factories along the 
run. The fir t is Haines' mill, which is still in existence and 
runnin . Then Porter's Factory aftenva·rds J obe 's woolen 
n1ill, th n a rist mill ov ned Easton 's Heirs. A grist mill 
knO\ n as Barne 's Mill was located near the big spring on the 
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left side of the pike just before you reach the bridg·e oppos.ite 
the Hig·g·in1botham, place. Further down was McC urdy's mill, 
tl1en a n1ill at Kabletown, now a 1cold storag·e, .and then John­
son's factory on the Shutt place at the mouth of the run. Quite 
,t 11 im1posi11g· array of mills and factories. This w1as in the year 
1850 and at that time the population was. just a1bout what it is 
110w, and .all had to be fed and clothed, and we g·ot our flour 
a11d cloth rig·ht at home. rf l1e largest woolen mill i11 the coun­
ty was what was k11 ow11 as Watson's factory on the Shenan­
doah on the Big· Eddy. This factory w;as owne•d by the Wat­
son's and the Gearies. A descendant of tl1e Gearies was Post­
n1aster General under McKinley. There were several g·rist 
mills and saw n1ills in the co·un ty on other streams. There are 
110w, however, only three w.a ter power mills. left in the county: 
Feagan 's on the B·ullskin, Clipp 's on Evitt 's run, and the one i11 
Shepherds to·wn. 

There are a number of beautiful dwelling·s alon-g the run, 
the most notable of which belonged to W. F. Turner and his 
l roth er, GetJrg·e W. l "' urner, no·w owned by Mr. L. M. Long 
and Mrs. Baker, better known as the Hig·ginbotham house. 

There w.as a QualJC er Meeting hous.e lo·cated a1bout midway' 
l1etween the North and South forks of the run, and the map 
of 1852, sho1ws the location of the ,church and the parsonage, 
which we understand belong·ed to the Quakers, a11d is lo,cated 
about one mile fro,m the meeting· house. 

I can't ex1actly reconcile ·m·y mind to the term parsonag·e 
as conne'cted with a Quaker place of worship. I understand, 
however, that they had persons who occu·pied the joint posi­
tions of what we would term sexton and parson. There is still 
tl1e graveyard there, but no sig·ns of the n1eeti11g house or 
parsonage. 

I h.ave purposely failed to mention another. family who 
lived on the North Fork of the Bullskin, as I wished to save 
tl1em for the last. 

To get the whole story, we m,ust g4 o back ag·ain to the 
Tidewater, whence most of our s.ettlers along the Bullskin came. 

There was born in Westmoreland ,county, Virginia in 
1722, one W·m. Crawford, who afterwards beca,me Col. Wm. 
Crawford. This Col. Crawford, who served in the Revolution 



f ~ r ) 11 u 11 t , I { i r i a 1 i t 27 .. 

' t 11 d ~t I i 11 t l 1 l 11 i a 11 a n d o 1 n i a 1 , a r h I p e d a h in g to n i n 
111 tIr,· ;1 11 • I al d a11 ur ) d 1 11d for ' ashi.ngton, 
\\ l1i 11 l:t11 ~ 11a j t, n i\' n to neral a hi11g·ton and other 

f i r a11 i ,.. ldi r f r r i · in a e \\' ar , and of course 
:11 l a l~t11d f r hi111 If and l1i br th r . ·reat deal of 
l }1 i .. 1 1 11 i I a t 11 a r U 11 i o 11 to\\' 11 Pa. and 11 e al o surveyed 
Ja11 .. f r \\ 'a "' )1i11 ·t 11 \\ 1 h re tl1 tO\\r n f itro, near Chari s-
t 11 11 ,, l , 11 j . l r. l~ 8 i rd C k t o k a h i 11 t o n 
\~1 .. rr1 L a 11 \\1 il I 0- i\1 u a gr at deal of i11formation a1bout 
tl1 - lan ' · 

1. Cr ;t \\ f >rd fa t 11 r i d i 11 1 7 2 5 a 11 d h is \Vi do w, who 
l1a t 11 r 11 l r \1 f rd n1arri d Ricl1ard tephenson, by 
~·11 111 11 l1;t f1\' 11 a11d tl1r dau hter . Thee ons were 

11 · 111 J 1111, Hu~·l1 Ri l1ard Jan1e and Marqui. The Steph-
i 11 tl , 111 d fr n1 tn1or land count on or be-
, ,1 th r i a r ord that Wa hington boarded with 

• 

t r 
h t l"' h 11 11 \\ • h 11 h u r • e d I and i n t 11 e a 11 e y, and 

111 t Ii k I , k 11 \ t 11 t ~, 11 n 11 before t 11 e ffiiO v e d from 
\ \ • 111 r I a 11 . 

'1"' 11 t pl1 n 11 11Ia , .a not ho~, ver, the place he 
111c11ti n in 11i iar :-i l1a in pped \\1 l1er the bed was 
Ii o 11 i 11 • I tit tr \\1 ,111 t 11 I a 11 k t with do u b 1 it weigh t in 
, . r 111 i 11 . T 11 i " a }1 e P n n i n t n p I a, e. 

1. Cra,,,f r ld t ught r n1arried Maj. ·m. H,ar-
ri 11 and a11 th r dat1 °·ht r n1arri d Zackariah M Cormick ; 

• 

p it 1 n f t 11 rm i that l i v e d at t l1 l1 it e house 
n t )1 B ti 11 J' i 11 . T h i i u pp i ti n how e v r, a th re ,v ere 

l11 fa n1 i i f r 111 i k in th county. 
In 177 · Hu o· l1 t\..ph n on w ommi ion d b a h-

·11 11 t nli t a n1, ,l n , f a hundred 1nen and n1arch to· 
t n .. 

. i1h n n r f r n arl a ar an ,,,a commissio11-
I 11 l 11 , n I a k 110 1n b ashington to enlist 

11 t l1 r 111 I , 11 • u t \' a a ~ 11 i k an i in the fa 11 of 
l 776. 

H u ~ 11 r 11 n o n 
\ r 11 t 7 i 1 a ,, _ 11 i 

, f r h r ir t 
~ u r v i i 11 hi 1 r n. H 

\ ill i r ord d in artins urg, dat d 
wif t11 farm on hi h h resides and 
ha i ol and i i d among his 
I o n1 n ion four tra of lan in u-
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g·usta county, Vir·gini:a, as follows: 800 a., 2,200 a., 1,000 a., 
and 1,000 a. to be sold and n1oney divided among his childre11 
( s.ix in n um·ber) . 

Appoints Capt. W. Crawford, Valentine Cra·wford, Joh11 
Stephenson and Thomas Rutherfor,d as executors. 

It is also re·porrted that Hugh Stephenson had some pro'p­
erty near Shepherdstown and had gone into partnership be,fore 
the Revolution with David Shepherd in esta1blis.hing a rival 
Ferry where Van Swearingen Ferry had prior possess1on. 

You will note that the executors of the Ste·phenson wil! 
were tw.o half brothers, a full 'brother and Thomas Rutherford. 

There was another Stephenson family in Charles Town, 
who came there fro·m Burnsjde, County Donegal, in Ireland in 
1794. This family also had a James and a John in it, which 
m'ade searching the records very confusing. This family were 
Presbyterians and John g·ave the land where the present Pres­
byterian Chur.ch and· Manse now stand and .also the I·an•d for 
the John ,Stephenson's Se·minary, now the Charles Town Inn. 
This Ste·phenson fa,mily lived in a house located on the corner 
no·w 0 1c-cu·pied by tMax T·heodore's store in Charles Town. 

The question in my mind is what ·became of the Hu·gh 
Stephenson f amity. Did they go west and settle on the lands 
laid out by Captain Crawford, or did they go to Augusta county 
and settle? There seems to 1be no trace of them le·ft in Jeff er­
son county. 

Now as to where Hugh Stephenson lived. 
The will of Richard Steph,enson, dated 1765, re·corded in 

\Vinches.ter, Va. W. B. No. 3, pa,ge 288, •contains the follow­
ing: ''to my son John an equal part of my l:and on the lower 
end of the tract where he now lives, to be laid off so that he 
shall have the Spring right against his house whe·re he now 
lives and an equal part of the meado·w. '' This is the farm now 
owned by Rufus Bell on the Berryville pike just to the letft go­
ing from Charles Town to Berryville where the pike crosses the 
Bullskin. 

''And to Hu·gh an equ!al part adjoinin·g J_ohn and an equal 
part of the meadow.'' This tract is now owned by the Por.ters. 

''To James an equal part of the upper part of the land 
<,n the south side of the ,marsh.'' 
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, n , to Marquis the house and planta,ti on ,vhere l nov,· 

1 i . ' 
Tl1e I t,,,o tract seem to have been 'merged and are 

11 \ n Mr. Mar-hall Burns. 
Ri h r . tephen on received the part across the run fron1 

arqui an Jame, an on December 3, 1773, conveyed ''to 
J 1111 Augu tine ashington, Gentleman of Bushfield, West-
111 r land count)', a., 19 acres of land on Bullskin Marsl1 
, ja en t o John Augu tine Wa hington, Mark Ste,phenson and 

Jame tephen on.'' Thi land is now owned by Mr. Herma11 
Hu ett. 

Marquis {\ ritten Marious) Stephenson, in Octo·ber, 1777, 
•• 11 ve, ed 1 7 a res of the 1,and in he rited from his father tt, 
John Bull of Philadel•phia county, Penn., presu·medly the father 

f Dr. Bull heretofore mentioned. This deed mentions that 
R·chard tephen" on acq11ired too acres from Jost Hite, 316 
d r s fron1 the proprietor of the Northern Neck in 1850 and 
• 8 acr fr ·n1 the same, and surve ed by Thos. Rutherford. 

1' his place contained the home place of Richard Ste1phenson, 
f ther ·f Hu ·h and th.\ place where Washing·ton stayed when 
h urve ed for Fairfax. 

J ohn tephen on of Cumberland county, Pa., surviving 
.. ecutor of Hu h Stephen ..... on on Decem1ber 16th, 1784, con-

\·e to Be·n.jamin Rankin, for the purpose of payin,g- the 
, t of Ht1 ·h tephenson, 200 acres of land adjoining Walter 
1, ·rke John Bull and the line of John Au·gustine Washington 

an next to a tract of la11d Rankin purchased from W. Davis. 
·m. avi in 1773 had conveyed to Benj. Rankin 100 

a re of 1 • nd running to Evitt's run, being part of the land for-
n1 rl· ~ n d b one Daniel Burne·tt by a patent from the 
Kin offi e earin date 1734, lying next to Benj. Rankin '3 

I nd. B r f err in to the map I have here, there can be no 
dou t that Hu h was raised on the land owned by Mtarsl1all 
Burn an after ards lived on the land now owned by Messrs. 
Frank and Chris Porter. 

Benj. Rankin , as one of the original trustees of Charles 
Town and a ub cri er to the old Charles To n Academy. I 
call the list of the ub cri er to the old Academ published by 

ur societ the Blue Book of Jefferso-n Count . 
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THE )ROADS 10F JEF'f'E'RSON C10UNTY 

By M 

(Read before the Society at Shepherds1tawn, February 7, 1930) 

The history of roads of Jefferson .county is. very diffict1l t 
to trace. The big events in a people's lives are written abot1t 
at the time the event talkes pl'ace and commented upon ·after­
wards. It would be co·m1paratively easy to write about th~ 
Revolutionary W,ar, the freeing· o,f the slaves, or the cedar cut•• 
ting campaign, but the · roads have gradually been built ancl 
g·radually g·rown worse or better without much com·ment fro111 
tl1e pu•blic. 

The roads have been a gradual develop·ment from lndia11 
t1·ails to our State highways, passing· throug·h several st1ages. I 
will en•dea vor to discuss ea,ch s.tag·e in its turn. Befo re doing 
this I want to state that I have found practically no documen •~ 
tary evidence ·for the state,ments I m·ake, but roads have been 
my business for years, and I have lis.tened eagerly to any dis­
cussion of them by my elders. Any statement that is wrong I 
will be g·lad if you will correct, and any additional f1a,cts will be 
greatly ,ap·preciated. 

There were two well defined trails in the Lower Shenan­
doah Valley; one North and South, which follows so·me,what the 
\ ' alley Pike and throug·h this se,ction was about the location of 
Winchester, M,artinslb·urg· an•d Hagerstown. The other crossed 
the Poto·ma·c at Pa:ck Horse Ford belo1w Shepher·dsto·wn and 
went westward, crossing the North Mountains near Inwood. 
As a good many of the early · settlers ca.mje from the northern 
colonies, Pennsylvania and M,aryland, these Indian trails were 
proba1bly ·used at first by paJck horse trains, later cut out and 
,videned in to roads~ 

As the West became settled, the great movement was from 
East to West. • Baltimore :and Alexandria were the chief sea­
ports, e·a·ch at the head o·f navigation of their separate rivers, 
and two main st,reams of traffic develo·ped. Baltimore to Fred-

• erick, Hag·erstown an·d the National High•way westward. That 
part of the traffic which ca,me to the Valley ·came as a b·ranch 
of this road, as i·t does now, via the Pa1ck Horse For·d. The ex-
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i t 11 f tl1 p at Har rs f rry ,vas not kno\vn at first. 
\\I l 1 11 i r it \\' ~ a 11 d the Tr o u g· h ; ' ' I ate r Harper 
I u i 1 t ( 11 ti " ~ t l1 r a 11 d l n d up a fer r a·b out 1 7 4 4. 

fr 111 1 .J ~t11dria t l1 roa a 111 tl1r t1 °·h K y ' Gap and 
F r p l in • tl1 I O\\ ' t br ak i11 the Blue Ridge, ex-

t Harp r F rr , fron1 P 11n )'lvan ia to Georgia. Through 
il1i 'lP r j _ u11 ° G or · ~' ashington in 1748 with Lord 
F '"t i r ~ ., 11 t h i r f i r .:. t t r i p t c t h , 11. . A{f t er c r o i n ,e; th e 

l1 11 11 al1 ri r tl1 r a f rk d- on throu cr h Charl s 
"Jo,, n L1111•111it P i 11t i11 h t r 'lnd , et, over the ortl1-

l r 11 ~l u r 11 r i • t h th r k n o n as th e Warm S p r i n g r o a ct, 
, 11 11 a 11 a 11 J LI n ti 11, \ \ 1 a 1 p r r o s Ro ad , M art in s,b u r g. 

J f r 11 unt ' n ou11t of its ri h oil, soon became 
l 1 . 1 n f o rtu I1·a t l th o rd r boo1k w hi,ch contained the 

i r f tl1 t111 t.. urt tabl i hin th roads was destroy-
u r i 11 t1• t h Ci i 1 a r cl 11 d a far a I k 11 o \V there is no record 

f th m. 'fl1 r i a n1 p 111 ad . H owell Brown in 1853, 
h \\' in °· th 1·oa and farms, and this is the earliest record I 
11 ,, . f . P rha~1 r r nt of the roads of t oday are shown 
11 tl1i 1114 i . '1' 11 r i a 11 ther 1nap b the __ m e gentleman 

11, d 111 t < . '1' 11 nit d at Gover11me11t made a m·ap 
in 1 . an a in in 1 14 ,vith th tat of West Vir inia. 
Re n l , an nlar • op of thi map w.as made by Whi tm er, 
.. l1 , i11 f tl1 1 ti 11 f th ~1rin ipal farm by name only, not 

LI 11 1 'l r i a B r , 11. 

1ra ,, I in r a the roa s must have become worse 
tin • r th ol , t m of a 11 man , orking his head tax out 011 

h r 't . b ut 1800 m1an in .En o-land, Ma adam, b an to 
uil ·o roa t ' a 11 v , t m. His v as the fir t advance .. 

·11 r ~t l uildin in th R n1an nearl 2 o o ars bef ore. 
~I h ir f r in1 r r ad o 11 pread t o America and 
11 11 u 11 r , \\ r bu ilt. 1 ... h \\' ere ch iefl built b stock 
ornpani s and toll as c:harged for each vehicle u ing them. 

i1 r 11 LI ual ra \\ _ nt r mile fo r a bug . Char-
l r \\ • r i ~~ u o , r i ti 111 ~1 n i a n r a 1 turnpikes 
, er ui l . In t I l1~ har r f or th un1mit Poin an Har-
l r rr~ urnpi ,. \\ ·ran d. bout 1840 the Charles 
'l·o \ n-- 8 rr \ i ll e urn ik_ \\a · uilt and in the 40 he hep-
1~ rd o,, · 11 - 111i lhfi 1 turn ik \\·a uilt. T h h h rdsto,v11-
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H1allto·wn and Charles Town-Kalbletown pikes were built in the 
70's. None of these roads ~1aid very well. The county court 
had a representa·tive on the board of directors and re·ports were 
made to it ea,ch year. I noticed in 1896 the re1ports of the 
various turnpilk,es: 

Charles Town-Berryville, ,balance on hand $131. 2 7. 
K(a:bletown, balance on hand, $56. 72. 
Shepherdsto·wn-Smithfield, b·ala11ce on hand, $77.84. 
Halltown-Shepher'dstown, 1balan,ce on hand, $61.64. 
In the 90's the Harrison county system was adopted in 

Jefferson ·county, which was that su1pervisors were appointed to 
srend the .m1oney on the roads instea1d of eacl1 mJn working 
out his taxes. Und-er tl1is syste·m the county ro·ads gradually 
improved, until so,me became as g·ood as the turnpikes. T'his 
made the users of the turn1pikes dissatisfied, an·d on Janua.ry 31, 
t 899, a committee w.as ap1pointed by county court to inquire 
i11to the value of the stock ownership o,f various turnpikes i11 
the county. In the case o.f the Charles Town-Harpers Ferry 
pike, it was found that the State of Virg·inia had sulbs·cribed $14,­
ooo, private stock was $21,750. A lot of the stock was not 
represented 1at ·meeting·s. The Virginia sto·ck went to West Vir­
ginia and from West Virg·inia to Jefferson county, and J efif erson 
county made the roads free. By various means all roads were 
made free in 1902. 

To the·se old turnpi'k1es various other princi,pal roads were 
added jand a superintendent of pikes was a1ppointed. The pikes 
were kept up by a county levy and the district roads by a dis­
trict levy. J. K. Hendricks and M. W. McDon·ald were the two 
superintendents who managed under this syste·m. Finally, in 
1914, all the pikes were tur11ed back to the •district supervisors, 
and the office of pike superintendent was discontinued. In 1919 
a systemi of State and federal aid was started, and Jefferso11 
county rebuilt the Harpers Ferry turnpike and three mile·s of 
the Berryville turnpike. Then the present .system of State high­
ways was ·s.tarted and our present State highw'ays were ,built. 
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EARLY TAVERNS IN JEFFERSON COUNlY 

By AN1NIE DARJKJE ENGLE BAKER 

Read bafore tl1e Society at Charles Town, November 9, 1928. Originally 
prepared for Pack Horse Ford Chapter, N. S. D. A. R.) 

R en ti con iderable notice has 1been g·iven by the news-
1)a p r t th re toration of the old Wayside l11n .at St1dbt1ry, 
M,l~ a hu ett . Thi '- intere t has tbeen 1nanifested 'for two rea­
son , fir t becau these ol taverns stand so definitely in out' 
111i11d a a n1 1 of a i1eriod utter I differe11 t in most cha rac­
e ri ti fro111 our 0\ n, and secondly, because of the historic 

iati I1s lu~ t rin • around them. During the Colonial per­
i a11d i11 the po t-Revolution period the e taverns and inns 
:ll 11g the n1 ai11 Iii h\J a)' S f travel served as a meeting place 
1 or a11 la .. of American people. At these taverns, distin-

ui hed e 1e11, e e11 the pre idents of the United States, 
tan1 u 11 ral , and the gentr of the period ru;lJbed shoulders 
\\·ith tl1e \ 1·kin classc in a democratic manner which is no 
I n er th . 'fhesc tavern as a consequence, occupy ,a 
uc1,iqu pla e in the soci1l history of the perio·d, which ended 
1· u 111 , , l 5 with the 'building· of railroads throughout the 

t re ultin • i11 a omplete chang·e in the move,ments of travel 
n tra t et e 11 the Ea t and the est. 

lt i no on hop , mer provinciali m to call attention 
t the f t that the tav rns of Jef1ferson county-now almost 
f ·r tt n-sh 1 red at on time or another the greatest men 

f the p ri od and to e • res the re ret that such traditions and 
. ia ti n \\ or ll) ' f pr servation, should have been so 

u t rl) n l ct d. 
Th 11un1 r and in1portance of the taverns of Jafferson 

aunt can · sil , a ounted for , hen we consider the ·posi-
ti n of th cou11t a 011e of the conn cting links between the 
ti ~~at r untr an ~ . tern irginia and the Ohio Valley. 

11 fir tlen1ent in J ffer on Count a at Shepherdstown 
i11 172 7 • and lit le la er Romne was settled. The line 

f tra 1 from the outh 18ran h Ile ~ as b way of Win­
he ter ~ t l1 p·rincipal mark ts of th da , at B· ltimore and 

A I andria r B lll1a en a it a then called. A earl)' as 
1740, , h 11 J ,ff r o·n C untj , as still a part of Orange Coun-
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ty, Virginia, roads \Vere built between Shepl1erdstown or Meck­
lenburg·, as it was then called, up tl1e Shena11doal1 Valley wt1er~ 
as early as 1732, s.ettlers had established homes in the vicinity 
of Winchester. Later, a widely traveled route fro·m the West 
was up the Ohio river to Wheeling, from there to Cumrberland 
on the National Pike, thence via Winchester to W1ashing·to11 
over the Northwestern turnpike. Hence, tl1e gap at Harper~ 
Ferry, and all of Jefferson County occupied a strategic position 
as a co11necting· link between the East and the regions west or' 
the Blue Ridg·e. 

The names :a1p·plied to these taverns were varied; inns, ho­
tels or hostelries, or ordi11aries. Since the people of Virginia 
\vere almost exclusively Eng·Iish, quite natu.rally the Englisl1 
names. and customs were transplanted as well. We find often 
distinction without a difference made in the use of these names. 
Stri1ctly speaki11g· a tavern me·ant a house where wine or other 
liquors were sold to be drunk on the premises; an,d hostel in­
dicated a pla,ce o,f lodging. The hostelry, l1owever, cam,e to be 
used as a place for the Iodg·ing of drivers of wagons and drovers 
of sheep, cattle and hogs, whereas taverns ~and inns a·ccommo­
dated the more ,discriminating· travelers of the upper classes. 
Later the nan1e ''tavern'' was used s.ynonymous vvith hostel or 
hotel, that is, the hotel g·rew out of the old tavern, espe·cially 
i11 tl1e }!ar g·er towns. 

The early taverns and the histori·c hig·h·ways of the period, 
consequently, were closely conne1cted, and as indi,,cated above, 
some of the oldest highways Ieading4 to the West ran through 
J ef;ferson County. Since the only means of travel in those 
days was either by horse·b1ack or by wagon or coa:ch, the tra vele1· 
on a long journey, was com1pelled, after twenty or thirty miles 
o·f ri•ding over the miserable roads of that day to halt towards 
evening for rest. Hence taverns were ne.cessary at fre·que11t 
intervals. 

One o.f the oldest taverns in Jefferson Cou11ty was at Mid­
dle1way. It was b;uilt in 17 40, before the town was esta1blished. 
A strea1m of travelers from the South Branch Valley and from 
the Shenandoah Valley pass.ed through here and stopped at the 
t1a vern on their way to Baltimore, founded about ten years be­
t ore, their nearest market. 
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1-- l 1 i t , r 11 ~ r 1 \ \ 11 a 111 • t 11 'I a r 11 , \ \1 a b u i 1 t b H 11 r 
111 i 11 \\1 11 :1111 fr 111 ' er111a11 '. part f th building i still 
t ~ 111 J i 11 l _ , 11 : d f a l i t t 1 t r a 111 f o 1 v p a r k l i 11 J?~· a t e r, 

th titl ·.. ,l .. 111•~ 11 l ut er, l k ab ut n n1il a t of tl1e 
, 1 illa . .. , .. 11 ri i11al l uil i11 • l1ad a 1 11 • \\,. in °· a11d i11 tl1e back 
·~tr i \\ r l1 d , r a}) l r i 111 ~1 t l • 11 11 u 11 d r d tea n1 . The 

l : r • fr 11 t r 111 11 111e 11 rtl1 id of the h u , a the bar; 
~t11 i i-.: l1i tl1~1t H 11r 111i tl1 111 d it a rule 11 v rt sell li-

t1 r t 4 111 , 11 .. 1 f r h h u • 11 t 11 had e r1 o u g· h . D i t i n • u i 11 e ct 
.. , , r 11 t rt a i 11 d 11 r a 111 11 • the n1, H en r Clay. Th i ... 

is l r l , l I , i 11 i 11 n1 i n fr 111 K 11 tu k , h f re q u n t l y w en t 
tlJ tl1 )l1i ri r to \, h l in • a11d from there to Wi11cl1e ter, 
a 11 .\~' a 11 i 11 11 . Li k ,v i , Pr id 11 t J a ck n is aid t 
11 ' l 1a t 11 j i 11 11 r th r . I 11 a n 1 d Pa r k r i th 111 e ti c t 11 e re is a 

r l I 111 ' t )1 c ,,. 111a 11 r \' o 1 u ti 11 a \\. 11 I \V u 1 d n1 a k ·o -

i 11 fr 111 1ar1 .. I .. \VIl t 111 itl1fi ld, a the t0\\' 11 as once 
, l l . P, r ~ i -a i t o 11 a • p 11 t o rn t i 111 a t t 11 e o I d t a v .. 
1 11 v; 11 i I 111' r i 1 i 11 • 11 i a r i l 11 1n ti c. T he r \\na a no th r an j 
111 ~tll r t ~t \ ' r11 i11 iJ I ,,·a ut it hi t r i 11 t kno·v n. Most 

, 1 t 11 i .. 11 Lt ~ i .. 11 \ \' r 11 j , 11 a part f it i n w th 11 o n1 e of 
• . I 11 r • 111 i t 11. 

,.I 

11 l 11 r , r __ , Id la r 11 \\ • a a t I~ to 1w· n, k n ow 11 a th e 
l l i L. 11 t: t \ r 11 . I t ,, ' a a 1 o n g· fr a n1 bu i l d in 1 o e to 

a 1 " I 1 l r i 11 ·, l 1 Lt t l 1, a l 11 t r n d o , 11 a r a t 111 a n , e a r . 
f\l LJ fiv 111il ~ r 111 11i L 11 tavern, a th 011e a1 

\~ :tlJ r r ~ R a . It too a it "' ori ·inall bui lt prob-
I 1. ' 1 11 r l1, n a r1 y' l 11 r i 11 t 11 o u 11 t . n u p 11 r to r y w s 

' t , l u t 11 ,a r a • o. 
I 11 I 1 - r I \' a \ .. , r 11 o r o r i 11 a r i a th ,v e r - .. 

ll \\. r 111 r pl 11 ifu l in th town han th , ar 11 0v a11 
<, i l 1) ti 11 _' a ,,, 11 n tt t . h 1 11 r to \\1 11 n Ch a r 1 es 

.. 1 .. ,, 11 11 qu 11t1., ,, r 1 t11 , 11 u~ pl i d \\ itl1 ta rn s. -
r ir1 t ·t1 n mo t f tl1 old ta ern l1a e entertain d 

• 111 I l ri , ( l t f r 11 i 11 . 11 o f th Id t 11 o u e 
-

i 11 l1 11 r ,, 11 la i n1 th i in i n of n t rt a in in • or 

"~ a 11 i 11 • 11 u 11 r i }1 • i, al 1 r o o . I t i o n th o rn r of 
, \ i I l an f i 11 r t . I i ti 11 tan in o- u t hoar , it h a e. 
I l1a a ur in fr 11 f i i unpr t n iou ut in k ing vi h 

11 u i l in ° f 11 i 111"'. I \\ a t 11 po r n1 a 11 I a r a i . 
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tI-tat time gambling stakes were hig·h, sports were varied, cock­
ing mains, bear-ibaiiting contests were held t·her·e, and other 
games. It is said that when George Washington vis.ited Mi,chaet 
Cookus some o·f his p'arty lod·ged in this inn. It is a picturesque 
and romantic spot. It had to be abandoned, however, ·be1cause 
of freshets. 

On the same street b·ut sout,11 of this pla1ce was the old 
Teeny S:taley House, another tavern. A ram\bling house on the 
street leading to the river was Thorn1b•urgh 's ordinary. The 
Crow property is another, but possi,bly the Sel'by ( Hamtran,ck) 
house on Main Street was the most f ashiona·ble pla1ce in tow 11. 

One of the largest and best known of the ·colonial taverns 
in Shepherdstown was the ''Western,'' on Germ1an or Mair. 
Street. It was the larg·e, rectangular weather-·b1oarded building 
that was known as ''The Western'' or Entler's Tavern in Rev­
olutionary •days. In 177 5 the land back of t·he hostelry was 
known as the ''Parade Grounds;'' and here companies were 
mustered in and troo·ps drilled in read1iness for war. The s1tone 
steps on the ,front o·f the buil,ding·, since remodeled into ·two 
houses, are the original granite blocks used in W:ashington 's 
days. To get an idea of its .capacity ·the fact is interesting that 
during the war between the States, a full company of the 116th 
regiment fro:m, Ohio was qurartered in it 1fo•r a1bout a year. At­
ta·ched to the tavern, was a larg·e yard and g·ood stone barn, 
large enou·g·h to accommodate the animals of the traveling 
circuses of th1at day. Part of the lot was later sold to build the 
Trinity Epis·copal Church. Tlhe ''Western'' had the usual bar­
room atta·ched, as sentiment against that branch of the business 
at that time \\1 as not strong·. The price of g·ood liquor ,vas 
about fifty cents per gallon, but even at that early d.ay the o·wn­
er, Joseph Entler, be•came convinced that the selling of liqt1or 
\vas wrong and quit that part of the business. 

The ''Western'' w,1s not a pretentious hostelry, but ac­
comm.odate·d the general pu,blic. It is sa1id to have quartered 
soldiers for the Continental ;army-likely recruirts. ''The Entler 
Hotel'' a\bout two squares east of the Western was owned by a 
brother of Joseph Entier and had a re1putation for serving ex­
cellent meals. 
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Th he 1tz ta ·ern , as on the corner of Main Street, 0 1p-
i1 0 it th ~10 ffi . 'fhe front roo,m at the west end of the 
t u.i1 i11 \ \ a the arroom and to the rear was the bar itself. 
·1-11 M 11 n uil in adjoining it on the west was a part of 
th t rn . l t \\ as a ta ern of the utmost respectalbility. In 
, ll t diff r nt times, there were eight or nine taverns i·n Shep-
11 r t \: n. 

t Hal l to n , as H,arris' Inn, .built about 1795 by David 
Har ri , 11 f John Harris, after \vhom Harri burg, Pennsylva-
11ia \J a 11.a1ne . I t was a very long old frame build'ing, a part 
of , hi h i till standing but very dilapidated. 

Harp r Ferr boa t of having had a rather ·pretentious 
t ,, rn in the da before the war, but not so old as others in 
th ount,·. It\ as ailed ''l' he Old United States.'' At the foot 
f ni • n tre t, th re were t\.vo smaller taverns, one kept by 

Phillip Ko n e -a nd the other ·by a Mr. Little, both of which 
f ronte on henandoah 1reet. Farther down the same1 street 
\\'a an th r kept b athaniel Allison; also a tavern in Bolivar 
\\ k pt J. C. hu. ter. Joseph Strider kept a cattle stand 

n the pike here the drovers sto pped at night with hundreds 
of attl on their way to Baltimore. There were also smaller 

la , mai11l. drinking place with meals and a room, or two 
• Ion Main and a hington streets. 

One of the olde t and mo t interesting of the taverns in 
Jeffer on aunt is the hite House Tave·rn, .three-fou·rths of a 
mile a t of ummit Point. Tradition has it that it was built 
fir t a an Indian fort; and since the walls are three feet thick 
in part of the ho u e, that fact or trad-ition seems altogether 
~roba le or authentic. It ,vas built in 1742 by the McCor111ick 
rother , cotch lri h settlers, who obtained a large grant of 

land from Lord Fairiax. They built up this stone fort and 
1 robabl a home combined, near a fine spring. The McCor­
mick \\ ho uilt he house were ancestors of Cyrus Hall M.c-
C rmi k of Chi a o, ho ,vas born in irginia. Some of his 
.. s ·end ants came to visit the old house a few years ago. 

The ea tern end of the house was built first. The original 
\\ indo~ s were very small, making it more impregnable to the 
atbao s of the Indians. It ,is called White House Tavern from 
the fact that a Mr. Whitehouse owned the place after the Mc-
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Corm,icks. It was pro•ba1bly he who first used it as a taver11. 
The barroom was in the west end of the house. About 1800 
a 11 addition w1as l:, u·ilt, and a long· porch was ad·ded ·built around 

' a larg·e tree. Dormer v, indows gave lig·ht to the third story 
at the east end of the house. Later it was owned 1by Georg·e 
Locke who caime fr om Eng·Iand. He and his des,cenda11ts kept 
the tavern for a g·re,at many years. Jus.t across the road fro·m 
the main building· is a rather larg·e stone house 'A1hi1ch was used 
as part of the tavern, as it was a cus1om in olden days for tl1e 
0 entry to lodg·e at one house a11d 11earby their drovers or tea,m­
sters. An interesting feature of the old house is that the wi11-
dow sills slip1pd back and in that space extending· all around 
the sid es of the hous.e, was a wide s:pace, between the outer and 
inner walls, used as ,a place of security for storage of valua·bles. 

General Braddo·ck marcl1ed by the old White House on 
his way to Fort Du·,quesne; and around the house several old 
Eng·Iish co·ins have !been found, 011e dated 1739 with the head 
0f Georg·e II, and an inscription of his rei,g·n; also !a g·reat many 
l11dian darts are found around the house and s·pring·. 

Sin•ce the road leading· direc1tly from Winchester to Charles 
'f own throug·h Summit Point was a .main highway to the tide­
v,,a ter count1·y, we find there another tavern also, ''The Sig·n of 
the Shift.'' Again we see tl1e Eng·lish influen·ce in the quaint-
11ess and oddity of the sig·ns of our ancient road houses. ''The 
Sig·n of the Sh·ift '' was about a mile and a half wes.t of Charles 
'l'own. This tavern existed in 1825, as it is remem1bered that 
some o·f the men in Laf1yette's train stayed there on his visit to 
the Washing·tons; and als.o when Louis Phillippe was at Hare­
wood, during his exile, some o·f l1is atten.dants stayed there, like-

• ,v IS e. 
Charles Town was quite well su1pplied with taverns, pro1b­

ably the oldes:t and ·most fa1nous w,as 1the ''Old Cherry Tavern," 
cften called ''Old Ordinary," one of the ,f·irst houses b·uilt in 
Charles Town. It was built at least as early as 1770. It was 
~1 famous rendezvous durin·g the Revolution ,and was built by 
Captain William Cherry, a11 old Revolutionary hero. It wa£ 
oc·cupied for nearly a century and was torn down in 18 81 to 
give place to a modern building . . It was on the corner of 
North :and West Streeits, west of Lawre11·ce Street. This hos-



t Ir 
11 

~l 

)1 

• • 
1n I 

• 

r, t r 
ntur 
hilarit -

unt Hi t ·ri al o iet 39 

earl prime heltered man of the great historic 
f the rly da , of the R puiblic; and even for half 

~1fter t l1 Re lution it rude ,valls resounded with 
f the • lood '' of the lo\ver valley. Here Wash-

i 11 n n J ff r on an Madi n and Laf a ette no douibt hob-
11 h v r th ir Fr nch and i1anish wines, for these worthies 
an man tl1er di in ui hed men vi ited tl1is section. The 
I~ ,, tuti nar en ral of the count po sibly drank many a 

·\\ I f un h with their old comrade in arms, Cap\tain Cherry. 

ral th r tavern , ere kept in Ch,arles Town a'bout . 
th e innin f the c ntur . Tho·mas Flagg was proprietor 

f ne and h rtl afterward Robert Fulton opened one on 
M i11 . tre t a- out where Mr. C. W. Brown's jewelry store is 
n , . In an old copy of the ''Free Press'' 'published in 1816 
tl1er i an ace unt f a grand ball being given alt ''The Fulton 
Hot I. , here the tore of C. T. Shugart and Son now is the 
Kenn d Hotel , a located. It had a bar and eating room in 
th a ement entered b an old f,ash·ioned areaway wi1th a 
l1i 11 railin on Cl1arle treet and steep steps leading down. 
Later it am a tore and the irginia Free Press ' for years 
u the t p f loor for its printing room. 

Farther we t here the Citizen's Fire Company Building 
·no\ tand \ ,a 'Haine ' Hotel;'' an·d opposite to it on the 
ri ht . orn r f the B rr vill pike \Vas a hostel for drovers and 
\J a on dri er , t·ho e \\r 11·0 did not care to stop at a better inn. 

Just v est of the ''Haines Hotel'' on Evitts' run, stood for 
n1an ar , the 1 • Holl' Tavern. The old house was torn 
do\i. n a f \ ars a o bu·t the old Holt's pu·mp still stands to 
n1ark th pot. Mr. an Mr . Samuel Holl came from Holland 
an ought the tavern from He.nry Haines. They brought 
wi · h th m a quantity of eautiful flowers, tulips and other 
ul s and had a ond ·rful flower garden across the run on the 

l1ill. An ol la on. e said that she would never forget seeing 
n1an c ch s and , a ons ,vaiting their turn to water the horses 
at Holl s pump. - he sai all of the,m seemed to have lea.ther 
bu kets. Thi ,, s in 1840. It was a rather famous stopping 

lac , articular) for the Union Armies passing through here 
during th \\ ar et, een the States. 



40 Magazine of the 

The old Codk.e house• was an inn owne·d by Dr. Henry 
Cooke, used also as his home. It was very quaint-a typical 
old English tavern. 

Glo:be tavern w1as situated where n·ow is the Saint George 
Apartment bu1ildin·g. It existed in 1825. By 1845 had b,e­
come a sort of family hotel or big boarding house. 

In early days what is now the J effe·rson Hotel was ''Buck­
master's Hotel," {or many years it was known as the ''Garter 
House.'' It was a quaint old weatherboard building, a hotel of 
importance from the thirties on. 

On George street, n·orth of Li1berty street, there was a 
small t:a vern called ''l'he Red Do·g'' w1ith a flam-ing sign of a· 
red dog. 

Albout one mile east of Charles T1own was the Jim Locke 
tave1·n and during the Civil War period was kep1t by three mai­
den ladi~s who were serenaded by the children o·f Charles To'wn 
with this jingle: 

Three ·old ladies may here be seen 
Dressed in yellow, pink and green. 

L·ater, by 1838, when the Northwestern Turnpike was fin­
ished fro·m Parkers;b·urg to Winchester and settlers began to 
pour into the Ohio valley, wagons of all ,descriptions passed 
through the •CO·unty and s.top·ped at our taverns. As one h-istor­
ian says, ''the highways were blocked w'ith herds of cattle 
trudging eastw,ard to the markets or westward to the meadow 
la11ds beyond the m-ou11tains, also sheep and hogs, and f,rom 
the ·old-fashioned Conestoga wagon in whi1ch most of the 
f1·eight for the West was conveye•d from Balti-more to the gay 
coaches of four to six .horses, 1whose worthy drivers were known 
by name, even to statesmen w1ho were ·often their passenge-rs, 
rolled on to the hosp·ita;ble taverns where the company reveled.'' 

They are now a relic of the past. We have little a·ccurate 
information a'bout these old taverns. They are well-nigh for­
gotten, iand the very buildings the·mselves have been torn d•own 
or remodeled. Even more unfortunately we have no very exa·ct 
idea of the a,ppearance of their interiors; there are very few 
prints of these old taverns of Jefferson County. To gain any 
idea whatsover of their appeanance, we are obliged to · t,urn to 
English prints of the early nineteenth centu•ry. The old .Wind-
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r hair - the Ion ~ ood n benches and tables a11d the tank-
- ' 

~1 r an r i 11 k in • ·Ia ~ are Ii k e \ is e 1-o t. Poss i ·b 1 y some of 
th m had in t re tin o1 \ ,all paper as Dickens describes an 
i 11 n i n 11 l n , h r h e , n t to c 11,0 o 1 w he re one o f th e 
apartm 11ts has a zoological papering on the walls, not so ac-
ur t l , j in but that tl1e elephant occasionally rejoices in a 

ti r' hind I • and tail, 1v hile the lion puts on a trunk and 
Lu k , and th b ar moultin • a it were, appear as to portions 

f him l l ik a leopard.'' 
But hat 1n morie the e old ta vern.s conjure up: George 

a hin t n topping for a meal· Louis Philli·ppe, watching 
fr 1n hi coa h the people of ,a new republi~c, founded on the 

r pri11 iple v hich overthrew his d nasty; Lafayette on hi5 
\\. t Hare, ood; th quick irascible Ja1ckson hurrying ·by, 

la and a h t f other - generals and statesm,en, makers of 
tl1 n,ati n a11 _ along ide them a steady strea·m of pioneers on 
h i r \ a to the west; the oldiers of the Revolution before the 

t rns, and ei · ht year3 later the armies of a country in the 
tl1r e of a ci vii war-all this the e old taverns witnessed. 
T t1 ir qui k deca , aft r the building of the railroads, but em­
l' h ize a ain the momentous chan1ge that occurred in the 

11it tat in the mid -le of the nineteenth century. Yet as 
\\ lo k a k th tor of these old taverns but remind us 
a~~1in that l1i unt . of our is indeed historic gro·und-

' ancient are these hostelries 
A an in the land ma be, 
Built in the ol Colonial day, 

hen men lived in a g ander way 
ith an1pler ho ital it . 'r 
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LIST OF BOOKS OR BOOKLETS RELATING WHtOLL Y OR 
IN PART TO JEFFERSON C01U1NTY 

Aler, F. Vernoh. !History of Martinsiburg and Berkeley County. 1888. 
Hagerstown Mail. 4152 pages. Has chaipter on First Settlements of 
Valley. Contains story of Wild Goose Far,111 and H,enry Shepherd 
Valuable chied'Jy for its Historical 1S1ketches of Early Inhabitants bv 
,the late Honorable Charles Ja;mes Faulkner. ,Available in ·Charles 
Town Public Library and \Shepherd 1College Library. 

Ambler, Lucy Jo.hnson. When Tidewat er Invaded th·e Valley. 1934. 
,12 pag€iS. A Trilbute to the man o! lower Vinginia in the days of 
the John B:rown Raid. In 10harles Town library. Sold by author. 

Ba'ker, Juliette (Boy•er. West Virginia State History of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. 1928. 260 pages. Contains list of Jeff er­
son Ooun.ty graves of Revolutionary ·Soldiers. In Shepherdstown 
!Public Library. 

Ba1·1·y, Joseph. The .Strange .Story of Harpers Ferry. 1903. In Oharles 
Town Publi,c !Library. 

Beltzhoover, 1George M., Jr. J 'am·es RJums,ey, the Inventor of the Steam­
boat. 1900. Charleston. The West Virginia Historical and Antiqua­
rian Society's Publication. 28 pages. In Shepherd 'College library. 

Cartmell, T. K. Shenando~h Valley Pioneers. A History of Frederick 
OoUillty, Va. 11909. •Biographical sketches of e·arly inhaJbitants. In 
Charles Town Pulblic Library. 

,0resswell Nicholas. The Journal of Nicholas Cresswell, 1774-11777. 1928. 
The Dial Press, New York. 287 pages. Brief references to Keyes' 
Fe1·ry, Pied-mont and Harewood. In Charles Town and Shepherds­
town llbraries. 

·Dandridge, Danske. 1Georg•e Michael Bedinger: A Kentucky Pioneer. 
1·909. The Michie Company, Charlottesville. 2'32 pa;ges. Early days 
in Shepherdstown, meeting ;with John Fitch, Bedinger gene·alogy. In 
Shepherd College library. 

Dandridge, Dans1ke. Historic .Shepherdstown. 1910. The Michie Com-
ipany, Oharlot·tesville. 300 pages. ·rn Charles Town and Shepherd 
Oollege libraries. 

Ecikenrode, H. J. List of the Colonial S 'oldiers df Virginia. 1917. De­
partment of Ar.chives, Richmond. rn Shepherdstown library. 

Evans, 'Willis F. \History of Berkeley County. 1.92'7. Published by au­
thor 11927. 347 pages. Ref·eren·ce to Jeff er son County in chapters 
on Foru11ation of County and on Milttary History of Berkeley Coun -
ty. !Republishes list of Revolutionary soldiers from coun·ty, !ro,m 
il850 Shepherdstown Register list and the Braxton D. Gibson and 
Virgil A. Lewis lists in Third Biennial Report West Virginia Ar­
chives. In Shepherd College Library. 

Fis1k. John. 10ld ,Virginia and Her Neighbors. 2 vol. Tn Charles Town 
li·brary. 

Flickinger, B. Floyd. The Diary of Lieut. William ,Heth. 1931. Wm­
cheste,r, Virginia, Historical Society. 92 pages, 2 photographs and a 
keyed map of route followed by Captain Daniel Morgan and His Vir· 
ginia ,Ri.flemen from Winchester to Quebec. In ,Shepherd College 
Library. 
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Foo . William H nry. Sketch s of Virginia, Historical and Biographical. 
1850. Philadelphia. 368 pa<: . R efers to early Pr-esbyterian church­
es in J efferson Coun y, gives biogra,phy of Dr. Moses Hoge. In 

h ph rd Coll ge library. 

Graham, J . R . Th P lan ing of Pr sbyterianism in the Northern Neck 
of Virginia. 1904. Win ·h ster Va. ~ttempts to prove that Shep­
h rd o n a called Potcmoke a early as 17119, gives history of 
churches ·n county. In Charles Town library. 

Gwa -hm y , Edward M . J ohn 'Pendleton Kennedy. 1931. New York. 
In Charles T o,vn library. 

Hammond, Harriot Mil on. Aun Bet. Deals with Mordington and 
Shannon Hill. In Charles Town library. 

HardP~ y . H . H . Fis orical Hand-,Atlas. 1883. Published by author. In 
Charles Town library. 

H itman, Francis B . Histo1--ical Register of the Officers of the Conti ·· 
n n al Ar111 1775-11783. 1914. Washington. In tpublic libraries at 
Charles Town and Shepherdstown. 

Hendricks, Sam M . Military Operat ions in Jefferson County, 1861-1865. 
Shepherdstown. Account of ten companies in Jefferson County, and 
history connected with twen y -five points in coUillty where skirmishes 
took place and where markers were erected as result of a move · 
m en t started in 1910. In Shepherd College library. 

Holmes, Anne Middleton. Mary Mildred Sullivan. Deals with Mor· 
dington and Shannon Hill. In Charles Tow11 library. 

Ho e. H nry. Historical Collections of Virginia. 1845. Published by 
Babcock & Co., Charle ton. S . C. 544 pages. Nine pages on Jeff e·r-
on coun y. Quo s from J efferson 's Notes on t he state of Virginia 

concern1ng Harpers F erx·y, gives account of towns, James Rumsey, 
Gen. William Darke. Wa hir.gton's Masonic Cave. In Charles Town 
and Shepherd College libraries. 

K er heval, S amuel. History of the Valley of Virginia. 1833. Fourth 
Edition, 1925, Shenandoah Publishing House S trasburg, Va. 403 

ae- s. I m on places in county under First Settle1r1ent of t he 
Valley and Establishment of towns. In appendix are articles on 
Splendld Im proved Fat 1r1s, Harpers Ferry, Washington s Masonic 
Cave. In Charles Town and Shepherd College libraries. 

Le~ri~ . Vir2ll A. Handbook of Wes Virginia. 1904. Published by West 
Virginia Commission of the Louisiana Pureha e Exposition. 390 
pages. fRefer nc to early se lement early schools, and early li­
brary socle ies in J efferson County; a description of Shannondale 

prin2S ; wo page of paee ubscribed by Jefferson County, on in· 
dus ries. produc , etc. In Shepherd College library. 

Levl , irgil A. Second Biennial Report of the State Historian and 
Archi . t. 908. Charle ton. Lists Jef!ferson Countians who were 
memb rs of the Virginia, House of Burgesses ll754 to 1775 of the 
General ___,,._,embly of v ·rginia from 1777 to 1865. and of t he West 
V rginia •Legisla ure ince that da . In Shepherd College library. 

Lew· . Virgil A . Third Bi nnial Report of ·he Department of Archives 
and Histor . 1910. Charleston. Lis collootion of history and mis­
cellaneous li era.tur or Virginia and West Virginia in Library DI­
vision o! the D partmen , and the soldiery of Wes Virginia, includ­
ing lis in Sh ph rdstown Register of 1850 and lists furnished by 
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Braxton D. 1Gi'bson. Quotes from Lieut. Orme's Journal coI11Cerning 
Braddock's March. In Shepherdstown and Shepherd College li­
braries. 

Lucas, Daniel B. The lw=mseian Society, 1"7t88-'1'906. Report made 1908. 
8 pages. ·In Shepherd College library. 

Lucas, Daniel B. The Inventor of the steamboat. 6 pages. In Shep· 
therd College library. 

McAllister, J. T. Virginia Militia in the Revolutionary War. 1913. Pub­
lished by author, Hot Springs, V•a. Services of Militia by counties, 
and pensioners down to '1835. In Shepherdstown library. 

Meade, Bisbop Wm. Old Families, Churches and Ministers of Vir-ginia. 
185'7. In Oharles Town library. 

M11sser, C. S. '1,wo Hundred Years' His·tory of Shepherdstown. 1931. 
Published by author, Shepherdstown. 1'79 pages, illustrated. Docu­
mentary material from acts of Virginia Assembly and meetings of 
Tow11 Council. In Oharles Town and 'Shepherd College libraries. 

Myers, S. History of West Virginia. 2 vol. 19115. Published by author~ 
New Martinsville. Gives 'Ch.arles A. Jiohnoon's History of Charles 
Town, and extended accoun1t of John BrCJW11's raid and trial. 111 
Shepherd College library. 

Nlorris, J. E. iH'istory of the Lower Shenandoah Valley, 1890. 812 pages, 
illustrated. Pa,ges 317·-446 on Jef·ferson Ooun.ty. Lists land tracts 
surveyed by George Wasllington. Ex:tensive ,genealogical and bio­
graphical accounts of older families. •In Charles Town and Shepherd 
College libraries. 

Peterkin, Geo. W. A History a.nd R>ecord of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of West Virginia. 111902. Charleston. Re· 
publishes all the m-aterial concernin.g the churches in Western Vir· 
ginia, from Bishop Meade's book, 1857. Pages 594-617 devoted to 170 
years' history of Episcopal churches in Jefferson County. irn Shep­
herd College library. 

Reddy, Anne W. Wes·t Virginia Revolutionary Ancestors Whose Ser· 
vices Were Non-Military. ,1930. Washin.gton. in Shepherdstown 
library. 

Strother, D. H. (Porte Crayon) Virginia IllwtraJted. 185·7. New Yorit 
In Oharles Town library. 

Turner, Ella May. James Rumsey, Pioneer in ste,a;m Navigation. 1930. 
Pu}')Jished ;by author, Shepherdstown. 238 paiges. IAn authoritative 
and highly documented accowit. In Shepherd College library. 

Wayland, John W. Virginia Valley Records. 1930. strasbw-g, Va. In 
Charles Town library. 

Wayland, John W .. The German Elmnent of the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia. 1907. The Michie Company, Oharlottesville. Only a 
few brief references to early settlements and towns in connty. In 
Shepherd Oollege library. 

Wilstach, Paul. MoUillt Vernon. Quotes from Richard B. Wa.>,l;l!IJ..111~•~ 
!In Charles Town library. 

Zi·ttle, capt. John 1L A Oor1oot History of the John Brown Invasion. 
1905. Hagerstown Mail. 259 pages. In Shepherd Oollege library. 


