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·EARLY s£·1·1:I ,ERS .IN JEFFERSON CO 
By Hlelen B. jPen•dl.eton 

The elusive date as to wh,en the first white settlers arrived 
to mak·e thek hom·es in this northern section of lthe· Shenandoah 
Valley has 1been much discussed, 'bu·t with more historic~t in­
ference than actual certitude. 

The rn·o,st careful studen1ts of our •early history, :however, 
accept the traditi1on that a num.ber of Ge1·m-an --f amities, with 
perhaps a sprin,k1ing of Swiss latmong them, settled on the 
south 'bank of the Potomac, and in its n-eigh·borhood, some 

• 
years before Tho·mas Shepherd o·btained a patent for 222 acres: 
of land fr-om Gover-onr Gooch of Virginia. This land trans-. 
ferred by Joist (Jost) Heydt (Hite), who h!ad origi.na·lly ob·­
ta·in•ed it from, Isaac and Jo·hn VtanMetre (Van Meter), was 
o·btained by Hit-e in 1731 1and transferred to T-homas Shepherd 
in 1734. There is no guess ·wor,k about these dates n·or that 
this tr.~t was the location •Of -th·e tittle town cal·led Mecklaen·bur-g: 
and many years later named Sh,epherostown. 

But who these ea-rly settl1ers were and when and wh·ence 
the.y came, is ·ttnkn ow-n. Mrs. Danske Dandridge records having 
copied the insc·ription ,on ,th.e tomfbstone of one ''Katharina 
s~h,el, ·begiiaben 1728, war alt 85. '' Sh-e further mentions th~ 
grave of on,e Georg-e Kukus with the date of interment, 1725. 
This n~me transfoT'med int·o Cookus is sti11 bQ4rne by citizens 
here. 

Th1e w•ealthy ·land speculator, Joist Heydt (Hite), with 
the Dutch nam•e, who is said to have come from Strasbourg 
(witn·ess •th-e to,wn h~· nam,ed in our valley), may have h!ad 
something t-0 do with this first German settlement. Contracts 
for land were ma1d1e with th.e distinct und~erstanding that people 
were to -be induoed to ''plant the wild,!rness. '' It is known 
that Hite lived for a tim·e in Kingston, New York, ,vhe,r.e the 
Van Meter and DuB-ois fla.mi-Iies settl,ecf, and that h·e was con .. 
nected by marriage with those families and therefore witl1 
Thomas Shepherd. 

But actual· kn·owl-edge before land grants began to be is­
sued van·ishes in a •mist of conjecture. Why the villag·e was 
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named Mecklen'burg has never been explained. The Duchy 
of Mecklenburg-Schwerin lies toward the northeast in Ger-
1nany, far a, ay •from the Palatinate whence it is certain th~ 
grea mass of Get 111an immigratio·n came. 

Wa$ theTe some prominent citiz-en her,e wh'o had influence 
enough to indu~e Thomas Shep·berd to name th1e town after 
his homeland? Or is it not possible that Thomas Shepherd, 
abou ,vhom so littI;e is known, was o•f Ger111an parentage him­
self? A note in the pamphlet uy Miss Locy Forney Bi•ttinger, 
''T·he Bittinger and B·edingeT P.almilies'' quotes f,rom an early 
chronicler of the Bedingers,-''ln the Spring of 1762 he'' 
( Henry B dirug-er) ''rem·oved\ to Shep.h·erctstown> Frederi,ck 
County'' (now Jefferson) (W. Va.), ''a town then •recently 
foun-ded under •the nam-e CYf Mecklen-burg •by the Pennsylvania 
Ger,nan, Col. Shepherd (Scha.efer). '' Again, there is no 
an w-er. 

Jn Shepherdstown tOOa,y the descendants of only one 
of these forefathers of th.e village can .prove by docu·m1enltairy 
evidence where thei-r ancestor cam•e fr-0·m. Some ytears ago I 
saw and took a few notes from a paper which had been ·hand­
ed down from gen·era1ions in the Entler flamily. It was a well 
preserved -certificate beau·tiful·t·y engraved on parchment but 
in agonizingly difficult German, with an occasional Latin word 
interspersed. It was head1ed: 

'1>iHILIPUS ~DAM EN·DLER, Metzger,'' and sta1ed thtat 
he as ''the son of the honorable and· discreet Mr. Michel End­
ler a high citizen and carP'enter of Ettlingen (J) 1by Mr. Jo­
hannes Endler, citizen and lbutcher in the high, free'' (un-
ran la ed word here) ''place Ettlingen from Bartolomeo Anno 
173 til B-artolomeo Anno 1 736 his full three y~·r~ learn 

• 

ime .. ,, The pa per further stated tha·t <'he is willing to go to 
foreign coun• ries to im,prove his we1·1-1ean1ed trade. So writ­
en in (untransla ed ,vord here) in the law r-oom, August 24th, 
736. igned 'by two la,vful masters'' ( ames not copied) 

• ig ed ·by two a\Yf I witnesses 11 
( ames not copied) 

The pa chmen s I remember it showed the first letter 
of E i gen more Ii e an I than an E but Ett ingen is the; 
o _ lace one ca r· d on the .._..a p oday. It is not far fron1 
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Karlsruhe and in line with the mass immigration that was 
pushing ·fr-om. further s·outh ~a,t that timlf 

It is clear from this certificate that the Endlers did n·ot . • 

belong to the poor persecu·ted Palatinates 1driven from their 
homes ·by fire and sword. It will .be re'm&n·bered that religious 
bodies, ship owners and even unscrupulous a,gents were urg­
ing immigra1i·on to ''the lan·d of th-e .fr-ee''. The End·lers were 
apparently people of some means !and importance in their 
town, and young Philip Adam Endler left to seek his f o-rtune 
in th·e N-ew Wo-rld a·nd came to M1ecklen;burg where th-e name ,, 
became Entler. ·On the 1 oth. of Septenrber 173 7 a·mong the 
''Palatines'', as these South German immigrants were ca~lted, 
Phil'ip Adam Endler's na•me ap.pears am-ong the 95 passengers 
wh·o arriv,ed at Philadelphia in th-e ship ''Snow Molly'', Jo·hn 
Howell, M!aster, f·rom Amsrerdam; ''last from Dover.'' (See: 
A .c-olle·otion of Thirty Thousand names of German, Swiss, 
Du~ch, French and other 1-mmigrants in Pa. from 1727 to 
1776, 1by Prof. I. Dani•el Rup.p, pu'blished by L·eary Stuart & 
Co., Phila., 1875.) But this fact and th-e presence of th·e 
parchment in the hands o-f (his descendants ,v·ould not prove 
that Philip Adam Endler ·came to M·ookl•enburg 'but in the 
l.utheran cemetery is a san1dstone tomllJstone. Its inscripti,on 
was copied ·by Mrs. A. D. Kereamon·d years a,go. It re·ad­
''1799--ist Philip Endler ·oegraben war 82 jah,r alt und 12 
tag.,, Thi-s tom·b w•e have every reason to •believ•e is that of 
the youth who w.as ''willing to go t-o foreign countries.,, and 
l~f t· Ettl in gen in 173 7 'bringing his precious parch·ment witl1 
him. It is t-o be hoped tha1t a photostat of this int-eresting doc-

• 

ument which is in the possession of Mr. G-eorge Beltzhoover, 
can 'be obtanned for the Jefferson County Hist-orical Society. 
It is a un·ique a·nd .rare relic of old Germany. 

These early German ·pilgrims seeking economi,c and spir­
itual f.re,edorn were m•ore ·th-an t·he mere m·e·chanics th.ey have 
been fur1ned. Spetcim•ens ,of their han1dicraft proclaim a skill 
n-0t merely m·echtanical. The man, for instance, who made 
the doorway in the old Entle-r house. (n·ow un·h:appily burned) 
was an artist in wood and ,glass,-an artisan in the tru1e sense 
of the wo,rd. The)' made many liea11tifut things those earl:v 
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fo refathers of the h-amlet. The locksmith wrought 1:;eautifµllJ 
in iron, making co.pper vessels, too, worthy now -of shelves 
in a museu,m. Furni,ture, at f irst consisting of rude bench,es 
and tables, fashioned from the forest was soon rept·aced' by 
notable ora!ftmanship, with skil l handed down from thei:r fore­
fath1ers. Their houses on a· n~ar row street, too close tog.ether, 
had long back gardens of vegeta'bles and flowers, flowers., 
f lo,vers ! Their ·cattle were ·properly housed but too near for 
sensi ive noses! We shall not mention table manners. Silver 
forks were unkno\vn until well on into the :nineJreenth century. 
T'hey called them t•hen ''split spoons''. 

In the decade f ollowing ·the carving of Jefferson County 
from Berkeley, in 1801, the ,primi tive mode of l·iving otf the 
first settlers \v~s fai rly over. The Ge1,1nan languaige was dying 
out ; other pioneers of other stock were cr-0wding in. Lord 
Fairfax having got hold of the land had made grants chi,efly 
to men of English, Welsh and Scotch-Irish patronage. I shall 
mention later how t his came a1bout. But German customs baGt­
ed long; Ge11nan \vays of coo king and Gerrnan su-perstitutions. 
I have seen in my chil·dhood a group of small boys playing 
marbles, and have ·he:a.rd on1e of them exclaim excitedly wh-ite 
ma1k ing a circle on the ground, ''I 'It •put =the Dukh Hex on 

1ou r' He is the German word for wit-ch. Then I ·have seen 
he ta·ble of tl1e farmers li.terally gro aning with the good 
hings to ea that th•eir Ger1n,an foremothers had taught the 

women to make- sauer kraut ( they even stuffed turkeys 
\\' i th i t ) scrapple, appl·e butt-er and a glorified· cruller call·ed 
' ' angle-breeches''. My childhood palate :adored ·them. 

Bt1 , of cour e, they slept witl1 their windows t ight shut> 
\\1 hich is not a· German custom •by any means, but also with 
suf oca ing feather eds under and over hem, w11ich is. A11d 
on Ch•r istmas Eve \Vl1at joy it was ,vhen the ''Bellsnickles '' 
a r ived·! The custom of visi ing homes on Christmias Eve in 
os me, o o give a lay is a common An~gl·o-Saxon custom. 

T e 01 i tn as Wa its or umm rs are ,ve I kno vn in English 
ti era ure. B t1, in hepherdsto\vn the custo- vas tinged \vith 
Ge m:1n jn11 i _ a he ame derived l feel s re, f rom the 
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Peltz Nicholas or the fur Kris-Kingl·e, who had doubtless worn 
a fur coat as ·he.does when his na,me is Santa Claus. 

S-c·ho·o1ling was diffi,cult to obtain in the IJackwoods, and 
the ma;jo•rity of the peopl1e did n·ot ~bo·ther a!bout it mu·ch, al­
,though a free school was esta!blished here earlier than .in the· 
other commun·ities of th•e county under th-e stimulus of later 
co·mers f!fom mor•e literate parts of ,the stalie. The Scotch 
brought fille ·love of learning a,nd teaching with them .and they 
ca·me in num'bers that counted after awhile. . 

But w,e must rem•em'ber t-hat this w.as tong a ;frontie-r, 
a.nd that wh-en this county w:as formed •mem,ories were still 
keen about Indian •massacres. To-·d·ay the words Cata,wba and 
Delawat'e probrubly ,mean to young peopl-e the d,elicious gr.a4Jes 
flrey hav-e in season. Then th,ose w•ords meant to old people 
horrifyin,g m,emories of Indian w:l!rs. 

And we cannot gloss over the roughness of a large part 
of the ·population, even am,ong the supposed·ty •better ct:asses. 
Therie arie stori,es of deep p·lay at -cards i·n the •taverns and for­
tunes lost even in private homes. A family of brothers would 
som,etimes dlash •Out into the ,dark an•d finish ·their qua-rrel over 
cards with ·knives. Teamsters and t•ra:vellers on their way lad--

• 

en with goo.ds for Winchester an·d the far ·Sou:th would sto-p 
to drink an·d· play. The open·ing of ,the Chesapeake laJild Ohio 
Cana·l ·bro-u-ght Irish workmen and ch-olera as welt as an ,o,ccas­
ional riot •between the sons -of Erin and the so-called ''Dutch''. 
The coming of profession:all people in.t,rodu-ced a new element 
int,o the soci·at life of this rich, ptatStoraI coun·ty. Wealthy city 
people cast an eye of l•onging upon the ·lands of this part of the 
val·ley. 

A rich Baltimore mrer(chant, Alexander Ro'•binson, father­
in-law of the a11tist, Chatrles William Pea,Je, .bough•t lar.g-e tracts 
of ·land n-eaq- ·Sheph·erdstown as early as 1817 and bestowed 
them upon his chil1dren, -s,everal of wh•om settled ·here. This 
br·ou·gh·t a social connection with Baltim·o·re which had an un­
dou1bfed effect upon edudmtion and the social life of the com­
munity. 

Lawyers were need·ed, and Ed·m·un·d Jennings Lee, o-f the 
fam,ous family -of that na,me came from Alexa11dri:t and mar-
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ried here. There was eternal' litigation going on, Charles 
'f O\vn and its vicinity had, I ·believe, more lawyers in it than 
in any other settlement of its size in V:irginilru. Po·liti1CS 

was the business then of the so~called: ''.better classes'' and 
clever members of ,the Bedinger and Lucas famili-es were sent 
to Congress an-cf to diplomatic service. ·So that very soon in 
the new county's history (lt :became Jefferson Cou·nty in 
1 801), • smal·I, congenial and cul•tured society grew up in this 
end of it which 1-asted until the civil w~r. 

T,vo events of importan·ce to the outsidle world took place 
in his county, one so widely: know•n that it is unnecessa,.y to 
more than mention the John Brown Raid when the na·me of 
Ha·rpers 1 Ferry ,viii be linked wi~h it, and· the other, the 
t •unching of James Rumsey's steam'boat 1here in 1787. Harp­
ers' Ferry, however, has a history of its own unconn•ect-ed witl1 
the terri·ble events of that October day in 1859-a history 
whi h should be written more fully than can be given space 
in his paper. 

And the true story of James Rumsey has ·been fully· told, 
although myths still persist about him. The one that Wta:sh­
in~ on ,vitnessed the launching of Rumsey's steam'boat is done 
a,vay vith by the faiet that there is no evidence that Washing-
on ,vas ever in Shepl1erdstown. 

But - ashington' fia,mily and influence profoundl1y influ­
enced he social and economic life orf the sou hern end orf Jef­
ferson count.. . This came a·bout in the fallowing way. Charles 
11 g-a v a \Va)' to five of his favorites an immense tract of land 
lyin[ be veen the head vaters of the Rappaha·nnock and Po-
omac river and the Oh·esapeake Bay. Four of the five sold 
tit o Lord Ct1l pep1per who left his rights to this land to his 

, insman Lord Fai-rfax who enga ed the youthful George 
ashing-ton, as we ,vell kno\v, to survey it. The e were al­

rea y sett ers on this );a,nd, many of w·hom we e German, as 
\ve ha e alread n1en io ·ed. Jo t Hite and o hers had grants 
f 1·0··- e crov.1n and claimeo tha the original grant to the five 
fa vori e on per ai e o he '' orthern eek'' ~nd ha Fair­
fax 11a o rig-h s in he va lev a all. The ?a,vsuit that follo,v~ 

• 

c a s e f r , e n r n i 11 ,~ i n H i e s fa v o r. Lo rd F :t i rf ax, 
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.meJaotim:e, went on granting lands in every dire,ction, in fee 
si.nlple to tenants, subject ·to an annual rental of two shillings 
per one hundred acres. In issuing the grant the grantee had 
also to pay ten shillings -0n ·each fifty acres. This must have 
netted his L-ordshi·p quite iru sum. This for111 of taxation last­
ed u~til after the Revolution wben it was abolished ·by the 
Ceneral Assembly in 1785. We do n-0t know what W,ashing­
ton thought of the ·business m•orals of his kinsman by mar,riage, 
but he Jhad an eye for good land, :a,nd through his atlvice sev­
eral of ibis ·brothers took u•p land in the county, on,e of them 
founding Charles T-own about 1786., thus giving a prestige to 
that end of the county whicl1 has lasted to this day. All of th.e 
trustees of Cha~rtes Town when it was incorporat·ed bo·re Eng­
lish or Scotch names. 

Shep·herdstown in 1798 had seven trustees, th·ree of the111 
with Ge1n1an names. Thus we see that the Ge.rman strain 
was diluted· until the county beca·me a group of ,veil-mixed 
Americans representing nearly ;a,1) the different elements in our 
early ii11.tI11i·gration. As wealth increased, and especially aft-er 
the tidewater settlers arrived, slaves were 'brought in thus in­
troducing Negroes into the county where non•e had ·been at 
first. 

It is well to note that a few affluent settlers from other 
parts of the colony would not of themselves have tinged the 
social and e·con·omic life of t,his county so profoundly, had 
there not been a larger migration going on in the a·d•joining 
county. While it ma,y seem a digression, i·t shot1l<l be men­
tioned •because of the socia·t interchange between Clark·e cot1n -
ty and this part of J,efferson. Indirectly Robert Carter, popu­
larly kn•O\vn in his time as ''king Carter'' was responsi·t1le for 
the growth ·orf wealth in aarke .county. This bewigged and 
beruffed ''king'' was ;atgent for the ''Norrthem N•eck, '' and in­
cidentally got quite a sllce for himself only abot1t thirt)1-six 
thousand acres, running down the valley for abount t,venty 
miles! H,e had five da·ughters and four sons wl10 a·ll -m~rried 
into the -richest and· m·ost prominent families in Vir.~ini;a~ Many 
of his ,descendants a·cquired by pur-chase or inheritance lar.~e 
tracts of Jand in ·Clarke cot1nty adjoinin,g Jeff erso11. Sl:1 v~ 
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labor , as neither skillful nor profitab·te in the long run, ta-nd the 
soil of he tide,vater section was being worn out by -eon1tinuous 
tobacco crops More grass gre\v in the roads in the Valley, 
it was said than in the whole broad ·counties near the Chesa­
p~-ke and on the James. So entire families moved up and 
inte11r1arried until they became almost a clan to whic·h the 
southern end of Jefferson county ·belonged. Most of ou•r his­
torical papers proclaim, ''The Old Unterrified District', as be-­
ing one tlundred per cent Revolutionary, and the ''Bee Line 
for Boston'' has been often to'ld in song and story. 

But there was at least one Tor.y in these parts in Revolu­
tionary times, althoug,h up to ·that time he had on-ty come up 
l1ere to hunt on some of the broad acres he had a,cquired here. 
The st·ory runs that Ralph Wor1neley, Esq., when t•hirteen 
housand acres went under the hammer ;a,t Williamsbu•rg (for 

some un thrifty person's debt of honor) ·bid on it, and the land 
\vas knocked do,vn to him for rfive .hundred guineas. It is said 
that Wormeley buying it on the spur of the moment, after 
taking .a socia·l glass, was loa·th to 1k!eep it, but Wa·shington be­
ing there- and apparently Washington was usually about 
,vhen these lands were in question-ad vised him to keep it 
\vhch he di{I and built himself a hunting lodge at -what is n•ow 
kno,vn as ''The Rocks'' owned by Miss Ann P. Lewis on the 

heniandoah River. Generations of Wormeleys had ·been Iiv­
in,~ o the Rappahannock, a11 Ralphs except one, all educated 
in En land, and rich and po\verful and cultiva1ed, on-e of the 
name possessin~ the most select library in Virginia. When 
rou les ,vith Engl.a.nd began this Ralph Wormeley, educated 

~t Eta and Cam1bridg-e and immersed in ·books, ,vas not at 
al l a xious to fi.ght he mother country and said .so plainly 
~n in \vri tin,~ too! So here \Vas a pretty state of things for 
he V ir~ini·a, Committee to be up aR:ainst. For this same Ra1ph 

, as close v related o some of hein. What was to be done -
tt o 1 it ? This was not 1 e,v Jerse where Tories were mob-

e nd hreatened vith tar and fea hers. . -o. they ,vould 
have o o somethin ,e: dras ic bu ge tl·emanly. So they ban­
i e l1eir oak ish rel a ive o his t ip coun ry e ta es, making 
l1:n1 ,?·i \1e t,n 1 or ,v n .,· !10 tsan • Ot tn ~s. That seems to 
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have settled qim fo.r we hear noth·ing more about his being 
pro-British. . He afterwards was a mem1ber of the H1ouse of 
Delegates and of the Convention of 1788. Perhaps ,he was 
cured of his Anglo-mania by the fiaict that while he was in re­
tirement up ·here a British privateer came up the Ra•ppahan­
nock to th•e •beautifu·t estate ''R:osegill'', an1d ca-rried off 26 
slaves, silver plate, jewelry, watches irund wearing apparel. He 
afterwards got some of his 'property 1back1 ·but the incident m-ust 
hav,e given a considerable jar to his loyalty. 

These pi•ctures given of some of the early settlers in our 
county sh·ow varied and interesting elem•ents. And because 
they rrure part and par.eel of our goodly ·heritage in this tittle 
c·orner of our great •country, it sh·ould be ou·r duty as w,e11 as 
our delight to study and narrate our history so fa·r as it can 
be proved· authentic and verifia•bte. 

FROM 'l'Hf: F. 

October 21, 1 813 

Ann-ouncemen·t that Mr. and Mrs. Pee-rce wiJl open tryeir 
school ·on the 25th in the house lately -oc-cupied by Mrs. Brown -
''where y-oun·g ladies will be ,correctly instructed· in all the use .. 
fut bna111ches of polite literature. Their school room is com­
fortabl,e, 1an•d will ·be supplied with maps, gldbes, and a variety 
of m·a·th,ematical and phi-1-osophi-cal instruments. Needlework 
wll 'be taught ·by Mrs. Peerce, to whi·ch she will add if necessa•ry 
pa~inting in w,alter an'd' body c-olo:rs. A due a:tt·ention will b.! 
paid to the rn-0rals of these pupils an,d every endeavor used to 
m·erit the pa:tronage o-f Charl·es T-own and vicinity.,, 

(,Copy furnished by Ell~ May Turner) 
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LE0 l 0 llER .TO MAJOR HENRY REDINGER, ME: • ,a_c--­

SHEJPHERDSTOWN 
( In Possession of Susan Gregg Gibson) 

MJa,y 17, 1797. 
Dear Sir:-

17 

' 

A M,eeting of the Far·mers and Merchants in the tower 
art of this Oounty (that is below Opeckon) is proposed to be 

held at ·Charles To\vn on t·he 25t,h inst, early in the forenoon; 
to deli·berate on the proper steps to be ta1ken in order to re-­
duce to a reasonable standiarrd the prices of Labourers and Me­
chanics ,vho sl1ow very little disposition to fal·l in their de­
mands altho the price of our produce (which was the first 
pretence for rising) has long since fallen so low as to make it 
almost imposi'ble for many Rairm,ers to carry on their Business 
-especially \vhen obliged to hire. 

I am sure you \Vill see the necessity of doing something 
in this Business, and hope you ,vii] bring such of your neig·h­
bot1rs ,vith you as are of a similar way of thinking. 

As to 1my self, as I have n,ever paid extra vag~rnt prices for 
work of any kind, it cannot ·be self-interest which prompts me 
to promote this meeting bu·t I really think the W·elfare of this 
part of the County materially concerned in the event of tt, as 
the prices of 1,rbour have at all times been higher 'here thia-n 
in any part of t·he Country, that I know of, and- if it continues 
stilt higher, it appears to me that Far1r1ers & Merchants in gen­
eral ma)' give up all expectations of profit tfriom their Busine&5. 

I :am respectfullj', Dear Sir 
Your h·bl. svt.-Ferdno. Fairfax. 

P. .-As he present prices of Labour &c arose against us 
by Associa ion we canno expect to reduce them ·but ·by the 
same means: or can the Fa·rrmers expect re·lief \Vhilst they r-e­
rnain inactive, and :as ·it were, regardt·ess of t·heir Interests, 
\vh n o ers have formed a League against them. 
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OF WM. & GEO. TABB 

(Copy furnished by Miss Effie M. McIntyre, Kearneysville. 
The brother referred to was J·ohn, second child of Wm. ( 5 '') 
-and Susannah Gould Taibb, f or·merly fr-Om Glou•cester Co. 
(now-since 1790-Mathews Co.), Va.) 

By order of his excellency George Washington Esq.­
General & Co'mmander in Chief of the Army of the United 
Coloni·es, Whereas the ~bearers, Wm. T~.bb & George Ta!bb 
riflemen in Maj. H. Stevensons Company -having served with 
courage & fidelity a·ll the tim·e of their con·tinuan-ce in the a·rmy 
iand wit·h due o,bedience to their •officers• ·but ·by the unfor­
tun-ate death of their eld·er 'brother, it is a•b.solute1y necessary 

• 

for the settlement of their private affa'irs, an·d for the assist-
ance of the wid·ow an1d children of their d·eceased bro·ther, that 
they tsh,ould be gratified in having their dischrarge, with per1nis-­
sion ro return to their ·home in Berk-etey Co., Va. They are 
therefore hereby discharged. 

Given at the headquar·ters of the Camp before B·oston 
this third day of October 177 5 by his ex-cetlencies command. 

Horati,o Gates To all whom it may con,cern 
Adjutant Genera·l. 

POTOMAC GU~RDIAN JANUA•RY 9, 1799 

On the first day of January 1799 a superb st.antd of colors 
was presented to ·she·phe-rd Blues by Miss Peggy Kearst·ey and 
Miss Eleanor Kearsiey, daug:hters of John Kearsley~ Esq. o.f 
Sh·eph1erdstown in the C·ouniy of Berkeley an·d State ofVirgini 1. 

Th-e peculiar device and motto st1ggested ·by the young ladies 
ta1nd executed tby an ingenious artist ·on an azure ground set i11 

gol1d' was su•perl~Jtiv·e1·y magnificen·t. 
'rhe s•cene was graced with the pr.esence of the youn~ 

ladies, and their address whireh accompanied the delivery of 
the standard, inspired ,an Am,erican ardor, quite suffi-cient 
for the m-ost heroic deeds. 

• 

(F-rom copy furnish·ed b.Y Ella May Turner) 
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( From a letter written by Alexan.der R. Boteler to his 
wife, who was away on a visit to ·her parents in Princeton, N. 
J. Po tow mac avenue is now Princess street, Quagmire comer 
j,· now occupied by Laska Stanley's lum'ber yard, and the 
Presbyterians under the pastorate of the Rev. Jo·h·n Hargrave 
had jus completed tl1eir- ''brand-new brick church.'') 

Fountain Rock, July 4, 1837. 
If anybody pretends to insinuate that the worshipful in­

habitants of Shep·her·dstown have not had a celebration today, 
,vhy-1 for one am free to declare tha:t such an insinuation in 
the \vords of Dogberry is ''verita·ble and not to be believed,,, 
and in support of this my declaration ''le-t facts only be su1b­
mitted to a candid \.vorld ''-to wit, the auspicious ·morn was 
usl1ered in amid the deafening roar af ;a· well-rammed blund­
er • uss, and scarcely had its intona·tions died a,va.y when the 
''rat tl ini drums and \vry-neck 'd fife'' performed a reveille 
that roused the citizens fro·m their sleep. 

At ten precisely the pro~essio·n formed in ''maf'k1et sp'a1ce, '' 
und·er the direction of Capt. Jo·hn W. Reynolds, and escorted 
by the rifle corps i-t move-cl down Ger111an street to P·o·towmac 
a venue 'round Quagmire corner to the brand-new bri'Ck 
church, at·l the while ''sonotous metal blowing martial sounds.'' 
Arrived. a the church, there was ta· preparatory prayer from 
Harg-rave and then the Rev. Mr. Douglass, of the Lutheran 
persuasion made us an orati-on \Vhich abounded in l iberty 
and independence. W•nen it ,vas over, Brother Higgins dis­
mis ed us with his blessing, ·and the procession being refo1-1n­
ed. \ e mar hed in a body to the ''big spring, '' in Mrs. Swear­
ingen 's o tom, \vhere an abundant col ation of ·barbecued 
shee pigs and oxen awaited our coming. J paid my dollar 
and rt e m ' dinner, tl1en after having comforted my inner mar1 
, i h a glass of lemonade, with a f e,v ''drops'' of cognac in tt 

l y \Va_ of a f lavour, I lit a cigar and leaning my ch-air back 
agai s he s age ,vhich had been erected for the occsion, w~s 
rea o tis e to the D claration of lnde, enden~e which Ber-, 
r ' re:l from e :tfore ai s :iae much o tl e edification of 

• 
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certain =Dutchmen wh·o did not understand a w·ord and of 
sundry mischievo-us little ·boys wh.o w·ere so much moved by 
it that they ·could not be k-ept from ·tum'bling heels over ·head 
all the time.. W,hen Berry finished, Dr. Quigl-ey t-ook his place 
and announced the regul'ar toasts, ea·ch one of which was re­
ceived •with a v·o·lley of thir·teen guns. But whil'e he was in 
the •midst of his task, all at once I thought tha·t I hea·rd some­
thing c·reak a'bove me. I made a spring and just cleared my 
distance wh-en the who·le pla·tfo1111 and all upon it came tumb­
ling to the gro•und. ''Oh, what a fall was there, my c-0untry .. 
:men !'1 T·he Doctor and Berry an•d· We·b·b and Hamtramck 
and several others w-eTe com1plet•ely 1buried un,der the plank, 
ben·ches an·d boughs. I never saw su,ch an amatga·mJa·tion of 
heads and heels. And such a l1a,ugh as we had, as the poor 
fellows one 'by one ·crawled ou·t from the ruins! 

11here were -mJany bruises, but n•o broken bones, and it 
is ·a wonder, for the platform was at least ten fe.et from the 
groun-d. The mishap drd n·o1: long defer the remaining to·asts, 
f-0r th·e Doc·tor soo,n ha1d· an-other rostru,m at his C•omm:and in 
the shape ·of th~ <finner ta·bte, which, b·owever, before he 
mount·ed he t-0ok oare to examine most critically. 

I 

When this ,part of the day's doings was compteted there 
was rnu·ch d-rin·king ·among ·the rowdys, four first-rat-e fights 
and a fo·ot-race, together with some deviltry an1d danicing which 
I was so singular as not to adrn·ire. 

But ·having seen quite enough to judge what the rest was 
g·oing to 1be, I left the groun,d, m•o·unting my horse in to·wn 
came home, and as you see have filled two pages of a letter 
to you. 

• 
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J·RVING'S VISIT T·O 1◄HE VA·l:J 1EY 
By Custis Chappelear 

(August 8, 1925) 

Seventy-·two years ago Washington Irving visited the 
Shenandoah Valley, and was for some time the gues·t -0f An­
drew Kennedy at the latter's home, ''Cassilis, '' near Charles 
Town. He was accompanied to ''Cassilis'' fby John P. Ken-
11 dy, l1is l1ost's brother, who had but recently held the of­
fice of secretary of the navy in President Fillm·ore's cab­
inet. 

Irving ap1pears to have been very favorably impressed 
by the valley on that visit. Under date of June 22, 1853, he 
wrote to his niece, Sarah lrvin1g, a letter in which he stated: 

''At Harpers Ferry ,ve -changed -cars, and pushed on to 
Charles To,vn, where we found /Ar. AndreJ\v Kennedy, waiting 
for us, ,vith his carriage. A drive of a·bout a mile and a half 
brougl1t us to his seat, whence this letter is dated. Here I am 
in the center of the magnificient valley ·o·f the Shenando,a·h 
the areat v:a·lley of Virginia. And a glorious valley it is-

• 

equal to the promised land for fertility, for superior people • 
choice though not chosen. 

''Tomorrow I expe·ct to go, in company with the t\vo Mr. 
Kennedys on a visit to Mr. George Washington Lewis, who 
has a no·ble estate about t,velve miles off, where we shall re• 
n1ain until the next day. 

'' I have sever,a places to visit in this vicinity, connected 
\\'i h tl1e life of Wash,i11g·ton after which we shall push on to 
the moun tans.'' 

Irving ,vas at that time engaged in ,vriting his ,clife of 
George \ ashing on.'' In a let er to his nephe,v, Pierre Irv­
ing, da ed June 25 , 1853, he ,vrote in part as follows: 

' I • e aid my visit to Mr. George Washing on Lewis, 
o ins ec the manuscripts in his possession. His seat (Aud­
e ) is a· ou ,velve or fourteen miles from this. Andrew and 

Joh Kenne y a-ccompanied me. We went on Wednesday 
a re urned on Tues a.. . The visi vas a mos agreea'ble one. 

er I10s i a' 1 e ertaine _ _ Mr .. Le\vis, \vho is a young 



22 Magazine of the 

man ·of enga·ging 1appearance an-d manners. His ·mother, hov., .. _ 
ever, is the real custodian of the Washington relics and papers, 
which she laid before me with great satisfaction. 

''Yesterday I drove out with the Kennedys to visit two 
other establishments of the Washingt-on ·fam'ily in this neig:h 
borho-od. These visits are full of interest. Today we are to 
visit some other places -of note· in the neigh·bor.hood. On Mon 
day~ the day .after tomorrow, I set of.f with Mr. John Ken• 
nedy, for the mountains.,, 

After spending about ten days at Berkeley Springs, Irv• 
ing returned to ''Cassilis, ,, and spent ''a few m·ore days un 
der the hospita·ble roof of Mr. Andrew Kennedy, wher·e I saw 
something of a harvest h·orne in the noble valley of Shenan-­
doah. ,, 

In October, 18 5 3, Washington Irving again visited .t\n­
drew Kennedy, and on that occasi·on wrote his niece tl1e fol­
lowng letter: 

'~Cassilis, '' October 21, 185 3. 
''My Dear Sara:h :-

''The expedition to Win·chester and Greenway Court, i11 

company with Messrs. John and Andrew Kennedy was very 
pleasant. We went to Winchester 1by ·railroad, and then hir-ed 
a carriage and an old negro coachm•an t·o take us to Greenway 
Court, once the residence of old· L·ord Fa·irfax, and a resort of 
Washington in his younger -days. We set off fro·m Winches­
ter in the aftem-o·on. T;he distan·ce to Greenway Court wa~ 
said to be about twelve miles, but the roads so ·bad that it 
would -be impossi·ble to return to W·in-chester the same evening. 
What was to be done? Greenway Court was no longer hab­
ita:b·te. 'Fhere was no go·od country inn near at hand. M1 

Andrew Kennedy determined to seek quarters at the hot1se 
of a Mr. Nelson, who resided a'bout three miles from the Court, 
and with whom he was aaaquainted. . ................ . 
f-Ar. Nelson claimed some acquaintance with me. He remind­
ed me of having introdu1C·ed himself to me three years befor~ 
at the Revere House in Boston: and said he had a prior ac­
q·uaintance, having been one of a committee of the students 
at the University of Virginia, who. about t\venty }'ears si:1ce, 
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waited on me 1a the hotel to invite me to accept a public din­
ner. 

''In a word, we were made at on·ce to feel ourselves at 
home ; invited to spend several days there. Mr. Nels-on would 
take us al ,a·bout the country, m•ak-e us acquainted with all his 
neighbors. We had glorious qua,rters that night. The next 
day Mr. elson took us to -Greenway Court. Had a large 
party of the neighboring gentlemen to meet us at dinner, and 
it ,vas \vith great difficul·ty we got raway in time to return to 
Winchester in the evening.'' 

The mansion referred to in the a·bove letter was at ''Long 
Bra,nc·h ,, the home of Major Hug.h Mortimer Nelson, who died 
in 1862. 

At the .close of the year 185 3 Washington Irving again 
visited ''"Cassilis, '' to attend the w-edding of Andrew- Kennedy's 
niece, ,vhich took place on J:anuary 1, 1854. 

FROM IBE FA•RMER'S 1RBPOSITORY 

January 15, 1813 

Departed this life. 1a1t his residence in Smithfield, on Mon­
day niih last Mr. John M 'Knight, in the 8orh year of ~his age, 
after a severe illness \vl1 ich ·he bore with fortitude and resigna-
ion. M·r. M ,Knight \Vas a Lieutenant in the Revolutionary 

ar nd braved the dan·gers of the memorable battle of Tren­
ton. In he character of Mr. M 'Knight ,vere combined the fol-
Io,ving in valuable traits, ger1uine piety, honesty, temperance 
and ind us ry. He has left •be·hind him a num·erous train of 
rela ives to de plore his loss. 

(Copy furn isl ed by Ella May Turner) 

-
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DAN,IEJ, BOON·E'S IAGE TO -R·EBECCA BRYAN 

(Notes by C. S. Musser ·on Max Cham1ber's ''Daniel Boone 
Married Win·chester .. Born Rebecca Bry.a.n in 17 56'') 

• 

Th·e marriage of Daniel Boone to Rebecca Bryan has 
considerable 1-ocat interest. Rebecca Bryan ·is said to have 
·been ·born near Win·chester, Va.; January 9, 1739

1 
whicl1 

would make her 17 years of age at the ·date -of marriage on 
August 14, 17 56, as this article rel;ates. H·owever, she like'ly 
was not Daniel Boone's ''boyhood sweetheart'' for the reason 
that Boone ·being ·born in Onley townshi·p, Berks countyt Pa.; 
in 1734, Morgan Bryan's fa·mity had very pro·bably accom­
panied ·him to the Opequon, nea•r Win.chester, shortly aft.er he 
and Alexander Ross were granted order in Counci-1 in 1730 
by the Vir.ginia Council for 70,000 acres of ·1·and there as 
soon as he shalt have seeded and planted seventy families. 
Many of these ptat.ents bear the date of Novmber 12, 173S, 
and among the number was that of .Morgan Morgan. 

Boone's mother's nam·e-Mary Morgan Boone-however, 
ha·s some significance, it is ·believed, and probably was related 
in some ·manner t,o Morgan Bryan, an early West of the Blue 
Ridge Virginia pioneer, and of Morgan Morgan, who j·oined 
the Bryan-Ross expedition from the banks of the Delaware 
to the Opequon in Lower Virgin·ia shortly after the year 1730. 

An article in the genea·logical ·column of ''The Mountain 
Branch Vet,'' issue of August 15, 1931, about the Boone fam­
ily states that Daaniel Boone's wife w•as Rebe-cca Bryan. dau~h­
ter of Morgan Bryan; that she ·was born near Winchester, Va., 
Jar1-uary 9, 1739, and was married to D,aniet Boone Au~ust 
14, 1756, so-mewhere 11ear the F·orks of the Yadkin River in 
North Carolina. Dr . . Mayfield,· of Seattle, Wash., in writing 
to a ,friend states ihat he was in error in statin.~ that Danie! 
Boone married M•org·an Bryan's daughter. He ·continues by 
stating that Daniel Boone married Re'becca Bryan, the daugh­
ter of Joseph B., and a grrand-d·aughter of Mo·r.~an Bryan. If 
this latter statement is true, then .Morgan Bryan when he first 
•came to V·irginia in 1730 had reached an age s11-fficient to 
have a son of marri.a1ge age, as Rebecca Br .. van appears tn h:1 v~ 
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·been born in 1739, and therefor.e, she is m1ore li-kely to have 
been a daughter than a granddaughter. 

A·bout the year 17 So, M•organ Bryan ,migrated to N·orth 
Carolina, and the diary of the Single Brethren from Bethle­
hem, Pa., on their way to North Carolina: in 17 52 to ta1k·e 
up land, note in their tr.avels that being lost in ·the mountains of 
Vrginia they met Morgan Bryan, who had just c-ome from 

orth Carolina, who showed them the w,aiy. Bryan was evi­
dently on _his way back to Winchest.er to visit his old friends 
at 1he time of this meeting or prepa,ring to move his family 
there. Four years later 1756-the Boone-Bryan marriage 
took place. 

POTOMAC GUARDIAN JANUARY 31, 1799 

Female Education 

oti'ce is hereby given thtalt the F,ema·le InstituHon in 
Char es Town under the direction of the subscri'ber, and 
Miss Angelica Collins, will commence on Monday the 21st 
instant. 

T·he f ollo\ving are the terms on whkh Boarders and 
udent will be received to wit: 

For tuition and board including bedding and washin_g, one 
hundred dolla·rs per annum. 

For i tion alone, thirteen dollta~rs and one third per annum. 
The a'bove prices to be paid at quarterly payments, and 

i <ld vance, • ut if it shou ld hapJ}en that any paym·ent should 
ail o be made ia>t the beginnn·g of any quarter, the failure ,vii 

n·o be made to opera e o h·e exclusion of the party fai1ing, 
never heless the paymen \Vil t e consid-ered as being due, and 

e expected to fo llow th·e time of its becom1ing so, without 
a lo g elay. 

January 7, '99 Chris opher Collins. 

( Fron1 co ~, furnished -y Ella May Turner) 
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KEYES'FERRY 
By• H. K. A-mbler 

Magazine of the 

(A •descendant o-f Gersh·am Keyes) 

Key.es' Fer-ry, ,a mile a1bove the village of Millville on 
the S·henandoah River, is perhaps the ·otd·est regular ferry in 
Jefferson Co·unty. At slack water a. rough f•ord, a little highe1· 
up the river, was and still is availa,ble. Gersham Keyes 
bought the ra,cijacent land in 1746 from Lawrence Washingt-0n 
and seems to have established a ferry at once. The loca·l de­
scendants of Gersham Keyes have a letter, to him from Gen. 
Washington written in 1762 referring t·o his s·urvey of the t·ract. 
A division of Bradd·ock 's ar111y -on its way to its ftaital defeat 
crossed at th-is point, in 1755-, and was known to have b·ought 
certain supplies from the owner. In 1796 L,ouis Phil·lipe, af .. 
terwa•rds king o-f France, with his ·brother, the Due of Chartres, 
both exiled from their native land by the Revolution, made a 

• 

tour of th-is part of the country, beginnin-g at Mt. Vernon. 
where they were guests, and r-oughing it in what was then 
ca·lled ''the West''. Coming from ·Mt. Vernon, they crossed 
'at Keyes' Ferry and wer-e -en·t-ertained ta't Harewood on their 
way to Winchesster. The Ferry was an important link in the 
·highway -to Alexandria ·before the railway -ca·m-e, when that 
~ity was one of ·the . most flourishing ports in the hand. The 
merchants of the tower Valley used the road and ferry to get 
their grain ra,nd stock t-o the sea·board, bringing back in their 
heavy wagons n:ot only th.e rnan•ufactu·red goods of th·e North 
and the ·rice and sugar of the South, but a·lso the ct·oths of 
England, the w-ines -of Fra.nce, and whatever else was need­
ed from a,bro1ad. The old ston·e house overlooking the ferry 
on the west sde orf the rive-r . was onc·e quiffe dra·matically be­
siege.ct by a party of Indians with loss -0rf life, it is said, on both 
sid:es~ The ,ferry was constantly a crossing ,point for both ·blue 
·and g.ray soldiers in the Civil War, especia·lly for the dash,ing 
ban,ds of Mosby in their numerous raids from Loudoun and 
Fa1:1quier. In war or peiarce it has played a more or less use­
ful part. 
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THE WEDDIN1G OF DOILY PAYNE TODD A,ND JAMES 

MADISON 

By Eliza Washington Willis 

George Steptoe Washington at 1:he age of ·eighteen mar­
ried Lucy Payne. It w,as very soon after this that young Mrs. 
Washington's sister, Mrs. Dolly Payne Todd, journeyed from 
Philadelphia to Harewood where she was married to James 
Madison, who was afterwards twi~e elected President of the 
United States. 

The following is taken fro,m Mrs. -Lee's book ''Dolly 
Payne Quakerism'' and tells o,f the first m·eeting of Dolly and 
Madison. M·rs. Lee received a· hurried n·ote ,from Do·lly, ''Dear 
Friend, Thou must c-0me to me this evening, Aaron Burr says 
that the Great Little Madison has asked to be brought to see 
me''. 

Dolly ,vias dressed in ''Mul·berry Stain with sil1k· tulle hand­
kerchief around her neck and on ·her hea<l an exquisitel\y dainty 
cap from which an occasional uncropped curl would escape''. 
In the first intervie,v in her own house, she captu·red the heart 
of the recluse book,vor111, Madison, twenty years her senior 
,and always thought to be an irreclaimable old ·bachelor. 

A report soon got about of their engagement. Such un• 
\vonted attentions from Mr. Madison excited comment, and 
rumor was as active in those da)'S as now. It reached the pres • 

• 

iden iat mansion \vhere the Gener,a,1 and Mrs. Washington were 
.much in erested •a1nd, impatient to know 1he truth, sent for 
Do11 vho all unconscious, obeyed the summons. ''Dolly, is 
i rue httt ou are engag-ed to James Madlson? '' The fair 
,vi ow, ta en aback stammeringly answered ''no'' she 
r t • ou\ ht not''. ''If it be rue,'' Mrs. Wahhington continued, 
r do not 'be ashamed to confess it, rather be proud ; he ,vitl 
make hee a good hu9 and, and all he ·better fo being so 
much older. e bo h approve of it, for the esteem and friend .. 
ship exis ing bet"\\ree Mr. .adison and my husband is very 

r a n ,v ,vould wish thee to e happy.'' A d thus the 
rtIn1 or gr , o e an esta li hed fa t. 

• 
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Now as stated •before, Lucy Payne had 'beco'Ille the girlish 
bride of George Steptoe Washington, ·the neph,ew and ward of 
the president. She w.as 1but fifteen and he eighteen, and they 
were living at Harewood. The fair y•oung mistress begged that 
·her sister should 'be ·married there, and so it was decided. 

·Thom~as Jef.ferson offered his coa·ch for th·e journey f.rom 
Phi·Iadelphia, and taking ~er small son, her sister Anll,3l and a 
ma·id, Dolly journeyed to the historic home, acc•ompanied by 
Madison ~nd mutual f rien·ds, riding and· drv-ing. 

A week ·o·f .the early fall ha({ been whiled away ere they 
r-e11.ched their journey's _end where great preparations were 
already 1being mad•e fo,r the festive ocoalsion; for this was to be 
a ''gay wedding''. Guests ·came f r,om tar and near, Frances 
Mad~son was there and H·arriot Washingt-on-, an·d at ihe last 
minute, Lgh·t Horse Harry Lee came dashin,g up on the ''very 
fin·est horse in ,al·l Virginia''. 

There in the ha,ndso·mse wa;ns-coted parl,or, while the an­
cient clock on the land·ing chimed the hour, Ja:mes Madison 
and winsome Widow Todd were married, September 15, 1794, 
by Dr. Balmaine of Winchester, Virginia, a relative of J,arnes 
Ma·dison-. 

After much feasting and merrymaking, in which the 
gr·oorn· lost his ruffle of mechlin lace, that the girls cut in bits 
as mementoes of the evening, the ·bride and groom made their 
ese'aape and drov•e away f,or the honeymoon. 

The following clippings are from a letter .Mad·ison wrote 
:bis father descri•bing the wedding journey: 

Harewood, Oct. 5, 1794. 

D,ear and Honored Sir: 

I have detained Sam, by whom I send this, so much long­
er than I •intended, and you · expected, that many 3>pologies are 
due for the l·rberty. I hope it will be a sufficient ·one that I 
found him indispensable for a variety of little services, which 
I di-d not particulariy ·ta•ke into view before 1· left Orange,-----­
On my aTriVial here I was abl·e to urge so many conveniences 
in hasting the event which I solicited, .that it took place on 
the 1 Sult. 

• 

• 

• 
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On the Friday following we set out, a-ccompanied by 
J\\iss Payn·e 1atnd Miss Harriott Was·hington, on a visit to my 
sister Hite, wh,ere we arrived the next day, having stopped in 
Winchester with Mr. Batmraine. We had ·been ·there a day 
or two on·ly a·t M·r. Hite's before -a slight ind'isposition, which 
my wife had felt for several days, ended in a regul·ar ;ague and 
fever. The fits were so severe that I thought it prudent to cal·l 
a ph.ysician from Winchester. Dr. Baldwin attended and------­
administration of the Bark soon expelled th·e complaint. She 
has since recovered very fast ,a,nd; I hope, notwithstanding a 
slight indisposition this morning which may ·be the effects of 
fatigue a·nd change in the weather, its return is not in the least 
apprehend·ed. We left M·r. Hit,e's the day before yesterday. 
Our time passe<l there ,vith great pleasure on our sid·e, and I 
hope with not less on the other. 

In about eight or ten <lays we expect to set out for Phi-t .. 
aaelphia, and your daugh·ter-in-law 1begs you and my mother 
to accept her best iand m·ost respectful affection, which she 
means to express ·herself =by an ·early opportunity. 

With •my sincere prayer that perfe-ct heal·th and every 
other good may attend you both, I remain, 

Your affectionate son, 
J. •Mia'dison, Jr., 

It is interesting to note t·hat the grave El'ders of the 
Friends in ·Philadelphia had highly disapproved of Lucy's 
marriage to George Steptoe Washington, the nephew, name­
sak·e ia!nd ward of George Washington, but they hesitated ere 
they drew up a letter of disownment against her. •As stated 
below, Dolly, too, was disowned because of her marriage 
to one not a member of the society. 

The following from the ''Minutes'': 

Friends are appointed to assist women Friends in pre­
p:a ing a testimony against the misconduct of Lucy ,washing 
on late Payne who has accomplish~d her marrage by the 

assis ance of a hireling pries contrary to the dispictine es-
• 

tablished a ong us. 
21 h of Brno. 1783-Testimony ag.a·nst Lucy Wash-

• 1n rr n. a e Pay e \vho haci y birth a r igh of member-
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ship amo.ng us, having disr·egarded the who·lesome order of 
lour Disci•pline ·in, ·th-e faOComplishment o·f her marriage with a 
person not in membership among us, before ia• hireling priest, 
and without the consent •Of her mother, after 'being precJ.ution­
ed against such ·outg-0ing. We t-h,erefore testify th.at said Lucy 
Washington is no longer ,a ·mem·oer o·f our religious society. 
Nev-ertheless sh·e may be favored wi·th a sense of her deviation 
ta·n·d seek to· be ·restored.'' 

''Dorothy Madison was disown,ed Twelfth Month, 1794. ,, 

FROM ·11H,E COLUMBIA OHRONICLE, GEORGE-TOWN 

Frida'y, M a.rch 1 3, 1 79 5 

Lots in Sheph.erdsto,wn, Berk·eley Cou·nty, Virginia, and 
Farm n·ear it for Sale. • 

A LARGE corner-l·ot in the m·ost beautiful part of the 
town, rented qu·arterly for $13 5 ·d•ollars Two grass lots near 
it, adjoining ·ea-ch o·ther-and an improved co,rner 103 feet 
sqwaire, in the m-ain way westward and n-ear four Grist-mills 
and two Saw-mills. The Milt stre·am runs through this cor--
11er, having fa1l er,c,ugh, it is thought, to d·rive a w·heel, which 
-mi·gh·t purn p ·wate•r in·to a house. 'Ph·e farm is Lim,estone land. 
206 ~:cres, joining P·otoma.c River, about five m1es below th~ 
town, and is rented until the 1st of December. 

(Copy furnished by Ella M.ay Turner) 
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NOT,ES BY OBSERVER 

( From the Shepherdsto,vn Register of A,pril 13, 1916. Typi­
cal of he style and local color of numerous ia1rticles on local 
history written by the late Harry L. Snyder, for severa·I years 
secr.etarry of th,e Jefferson County Historical Society.) 

There is possibly no town in West Vrginia tha1: has more 
of in·terest attachin•g ·to its local hist,ory than Shepherdstown. 
Easily the o·ld·est town in the Staie-it was settled afbout 1732, 
maybe as early as 1712, and incorporated in 1762-there have 
·been many inter.esting and ·curious happenings in the ,annals of 
this ancient burg. Observer has notes t-o many matters that 
he hopes 1:o ,vrite a·bout from time to time and pres·erve as lo­
cal ·history in the columns of the Register. What a pity with 
each generation from the beginning there w;as not some relia­
ble his orian who recorded the events of interest and the curious 
details of •town life. 

One of th~ oldest buildings of the town is the big, ramb­
ling house on Main street owned and occupietl by Mrs. M. L. 
Herrington and her niece, Mrs. Julia Miller, and ·her nephew, 
L. C. Little. T·his building, so long used as a· hat-el, is pro·ba­
bly 1 So years old. Mrs. Herrington satys tha1 it was used as a 
rendezvous for soldiers in the Revolutionary War, was a ba·r­
racks during the War of 1812, and durini the Civil WaT it was 
a so occupied from time to tim'e 'by s.o1'Cliers, Union m·en and 
Confederates a tern,arting in its possession. The house was orig­
inally buil·t of heavy 1o~s, filled in ,vith cla,y and ·bricks, ·but it 
has een \veatherboaTded for these many years. Adrlitions 
we,re made to the original structure, hence there are peculiar 
steps .a:nd stairw-a • s leading f·rom one part to another. 

Joseph En ler Mrs. Herrington's father, bought this. 
proper y in 1808 ·from Charles Harper and Levi G.ooding, and 
besrdes the building, owned the ground on ,vhich now stand 
the Episcopal Church and the residence of the editor of the 
Regis e . On he alley was a large stone stable, in which were 
s all for 25 orses. uring the Civil W-a,r he soldiers took 
fro ime o time he seasoned tim•bers from the stable and 
use the for f ir ,vood. The frttmework \Vas hus wea·kened 

t 

• 
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and one night thie roof felt in from th·e ·w,eight -of a heavy snow, 
rand now there's nothing left ·but the ruined stone walls. These 
same vandals tore out 1:h.e ll)ja·ntels and wo·o•d·en partitions in 
the house, leaving it a sad wre·ck at the end of the war. M·r. 
Entler and his family did not live the·re during th·e vrar, having 
m-0v.ed to Winga•rd Cottage, no,v the home of Mr. and ·Mrs. 
T. H. Diavis. A man ·by the name of Thomps-on kept hotel in 
the building during a part of th·e war period, and it did not 
·bear a very savory reputat•ion during his occupan-cy. At least 
one foul murder plot was hatched th.ere. 

A hund·re·d yea·rs or more ago this old Entl·er property was 
~ fam1ous ta·vern. No railroads then stretched their steel bands 
across the country, but a·ll transportation was by road or ·rive·r. 
Shepherdstown was on the highwta·y from Kentucky and Ten­
nessee and other southern sections to Battimor,e and Philadel­
phia·. The Pack Horse Ford ~a:s th-e ·best c-rossing pl·ac·e on 
th~e Potomac in many miles, and so this ro-ad was one of the 
most popular. T·he Great Western Hotel, as Mr. Entler call·ed 
his inn, was a favorite stopping place for the Wia~goners who 
drove splendid four-horse and six-hors·e tea·ms, ·bringing fam1 
produ-cts •and other goo·ds from th.e South and carrying back 
great loads of merchandise from the cities. Sometimes a doz­
en big teams w·outd ·be put up 1here for the night, and there 
would ·be merry times. Trials of skill or strength wo,uld test the 
mettle of the teamsters, white chicken fig-hting and reckless bet­
ting occupied th·e 1a\ttention of th·e sporlily inclined, to say no,th­
ing of gambling on the sly, som1etimes for heavy stakes. 

J-oseph was not only an enterprising hotel-keeper-he 
was a busy man in other affairs. He own1ed ;a: coupl·e of brick­
yards, one of them being where the old manufa,ctu•ring shops 
now stand, and he used a novel me·thod of no·tifyin~ the m·en 
,vhren it ·was time to quit work.. At dinner time and sup11er 

• 

time he w-ould run a red •flag t-o the top of ;a= pole fastened 
-a1bo,ve the roof of the house, and the ,vorkrnen, k·eeping on·e eye 
in that dir,ection, 1-ost no time in heeding the si.gnal. Mr. Entler· 
also conducted co-0·per shops on the tot where n·ow stand the 
homes of Mrs. Gittings and Mrs. Billmyer. He was interested 
in a cigar manufactory and ·a shoemaker's shop; ran a store; 
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with Mr. McAnly conducted the Shepherdstown Register for 
several years; and owned a hay scales that was located on the 
site •of the home of the editor of the Register. On one occa­
sion ;32 traveler stopping at the hotel took a liking to Mr. Ent­
ler's dog ''Watch,'' and when h-e left the ·host gave him the • 
dog as a present. He took ''Watch'' to Ken·tucky with him, 
but in a fe\v weeks the dog left his new master and· found his 
way back to Shepherdstown, turning up at the hotel· footsore 
and lean and wea,ry, but W1agging his tail in joy a·t being home 
again. It is kno,vn that he s,va•m several good-sized rivers on 
his homeward journey. 

The big lot adjoining the tavern was the 11sua1 paiiking 
place for the "~a~gons that stopped here over nigh·t in order that 
horses and drivers mi·ght rest. 11 was also a fine place for 
circuses, and frequently traveling shows would put UJP their 
tents and hold· ·thei ,r exhibitions here. On one occasion whil~ 
a circus was sh·owing to a large audience ia• ·fierce sto1111 came 

up ~nd a gale -of wind ·blew the tent over. There was great 
confusion · women screamed and men shouted an·d children 
cried, and tat panic prevailed. During the ·height of the trouble 
somebody yelled that the ·lion was loose, -and this made confus­
ion , orse confounded. Persons on the -outside of the tent tried· 
to get to t.heir relatives -on the inside, while the unfortunates 
under th·e canvas struggled with might and main to g·et out. 
Many were 'bruised and scratched tatnd frigh·tened atm·ost out of 
their wits but nobody seems to have been seriously hurt, nor 
did the lion devour anyone. 

On another occasion when a circus came t,o town and 
sho,ved on this, lot one of the elephants sickened and died, 
leav ing eh ind her a baby elephan partly grown. The dead 
beas ,v.a-s buried on the lot, and it is said that the young ele­
p'han \vhined and cried and gave unmistakable evid1ences of its 
grief. n • a curious after event is reported. Years af er\vard 
:\ cir us again ca-me o town with an elephant sotberty ma·rch-­
ini alo ~ the Kearn·eysville pike with the wagons and other 
circ impedi enta. A i . urned into Main s reet at he Byers 
corner the el p an raised i s trunk into he ai•r, broke into a 
l' 11l ri 1~ r 1n an :t~ hed do\vn hes reet to the circus Jot, bol -

\ 
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ed through the gate, ran on th·e place where its mother had 
·been buried, and rolled o,,er and ov·er on ·the ·gr:ave, giving 
vent to groans tha·t showed 1how w·ell it remembered the dea·tl1 
of ;its moth·er. This incident ·happened somewher.e between 
seventy-five •and· a hundred years ;a,go, according to the best 
inform·a·tion we ·can gather .Mrs. Her•ringto·n says ihat it oc­
curred before she was born, th·e story being told 'by •her father 
-and just last week it was confirmed in palrt by the discovery 
of the ·bones o·f the long-buried elephant. Observer b;a-0 ·bee11 
•told that the elephant had ·been buried on the lot ·on whicl1 
stands the residence of the edit-or of the Regist.er, ·but it proved 
to be a hundred feet to the east. In the yard of the d,velting 
owned for many yea•rs 1by th·e late H-en·ry M. Loyns, recently 
purchased by George F. Turner from Edwar·d L. Reinhart, and 
;a-t present o·c•cupied ·by Prof. A. D. Kenamond, w-orkmen start-ed 
1ast week to dig a cistern. A·bout three feet fro·m the surface 
they dug into on·e end of tl1e pit i·n which the ele·phant htad been 
lburied, an,d unc·overed some of its ·bones. Th·e unusual size of 
the ·bones ·puzzled them for a time, but some one T'ecatled the 
story of the elephant-and the m.ystery ,vas solv·ed. The en­
tire skelet·on is undoub~edly there, thotr~·h it \vas not ,a·ll uncov-- ~ 

ered, as it w.as to one side of the excavati·on for the cistern. 
The Register mus·eum has two of t11e la-rge leg bones as unqt1es­
tioned evid·ence of a story that has long been told, bt1t whic11 
was often regarded with doubt ·by the present ~eneration. Al­
though buried f:or almost a hundred y•ears, the ·bon·es are still i11 

a good sta~e of prese.rva1ion. The findin.~ of tl1e bones has 
brottght to ligl1t some interesting stories. Harv·ey H. Pendleton 
says that the elephant's teeth ,vere taken out before it \vas 
·buried, and one ·of them afterward came into possssion of his 
grandm·other, Mrs. Margaret W·l1ite, who gave it to the late Dr. 
John Reynolds. It is .also sa·i-d that the elephant ,vas skinned 
and its hide was tanned in Line's tanyard, some ·rhree or fot1r 
years being requilied for th.e pro·cess. 
· Are therie 41.,ny other contributions to this most int-erestin~ 
star)'? If tl1ere are, let o ·bserver kno,v a·bot1·t t11em and he ,vil1 
,~·ive them to tl1e readers of the Re,~ister. 
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11HE OLD ACADEMY IN C 

( From Memoirs of Thomas Brown, in Possession of Miss 
Letitia Cary Ambler) 

Extracts from the Reminiscences -0f the H•on. Thomas 
Brown of Westmoreland County, Virginia, afterwards Territor­
ial Governor of Florida. 

In 1797, a boy of twelve, he t·eft Westmoreland for 
Ch1a,rles Town, going by water to Alexandria, where th·e stor.y 
begins .. 

'"We staid but one n~ght in Alexandria, then took a hack 
for Charles To\vn. Got that night to Hillsboro at the foot of 
the Blue Ridge Mount~ains. The next morning the r-oad to 
Charles 'Pown was full of people in all sorts of v·ehicles and 
on horseb!a-ck, men and ,vomen all going to the exhibition at 
the Academy in Charles Town. We got to Charles Town by 
11 o'clook. • 

,My brother William's house was right in front of the 
Academy; it ,vas full of visitors. Exhibition Day ,vas a gre1at 
day in Charles Town, the whole country round attending 
it some from ~' hundred miles or more who had no sons 
at school there. There ,vas an immense crowd, so I thought, 
in f rant of tl1e Academy •when I arrived. I, wirthout any in ­
troduction, posted off rigl1t into the cro,vd, to see \Vhat w,1s 

• going on. 

Tl1e Academy ,vas a large, two storied building, the whole 
fro11 t ,vas in staging, covered \Vith oa1rpe·ting and the ends en­
closed ,vitl curtains, a11d 'benches in front for spectators. A 
boy was making a speech \v·hen I got there: after many 
speecl es ther ,vas a play and ·.a• farce. The play was ''T'he 
Traged)' of Ca o'', ~11 of which \Vas ne\v and \VOnderfuI to 

• 

me. I -concluded hat Char es To ,vn was the greatest place in 
e wo ld ............................ At the next ses-

sion I wa installed as a ude11 t at the Charles To\vn Academy, 
n ot1 sc en chol:ars. more than three fourths ,vcre yot1n.~ 
0 11 I e n1 1 ; t i 1 s n n 1 e o \. ~ 1· t 1 c i r m a i o r i l \ • . . -
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Lin·coln Lear, the son of Cot. Tobi1a.s Lear (Gen. Wash­
ingt,on's private Secretary, U. S. C·onsul to Tripoli) and I were 
the smallest and youngest at ·the sc-hool. 

My sister Margaret went to the Female Acade·my, direct­
ly opposit-e, ·ac·ross the street (1a.), under the tuition of Miss 
Angelica Collins, assiste•d by her :brother the Rev. Christophe1· 
Collins, the ''Master Collins'' ,vh•o in Westmoreland County, 
had educated my brothers and sisters. 

The institu·tion was gotten up an,d patronized by the b·est 
m·en in town and neigh·borhood. It ha•d a ·boa·rd of trustees 
(b) of twelve members, George Steptoe Wta.shington, nep·he\v 
-of Gen. W:ash·in·gton, was President of the board, oth·er 
nephe\vs, Samuel and Lawrence A. Wasl1ing·ton were m•em­
bers. The board ( c) had its tri-weekly meetings, regula·rly 
attended· for examinati1ons. All the m·embers of the boa-rd 
held positions a.n·d chara·cters for te·arning, talents and :high 
standing, w.hic·h justly gave th,em great weight with tl1e 
students, inspiring a tauda·bte am'bition to learn and stand 
well in the ·class-es. No institution, for number of its students, 
in the same ti·me turned out so m·any men distinguished· in the 
leJaTned professions, as well as in wa.r and politics . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In the regulati·ons of the Institutions 
the members of the male acad·emy were not perr11itted to cross 
the street on the side of the female academy, the girls on the 
femal·e side were not permitted 1o cross to the male a·cademy, 
but, as ''Love laughs ;a.t locksm-iths'', this rule \Vas not long 
without innovatlons. (d) The young men ,vould write ''bil­
lets doux'', bind them around a piece of rock or stone, from the 
upper story ,vindows of the Acad·emy, throw them across the 
street, where the young ladies cou·ld get them an-d in the same 
mann·er answer tl1·em. This mode -of correspondnce ,vas not 
long pra~tised before the vitilant eye of Miss An~~li·ca d'etected 
it, a rigid investigation follo,v-ed, but as nothin_g· of a cri·m; 
inal natur·e ,vas established or rather, as the P·resident and 
Trustees ·of the A,cademy d-id not vie\v it in that li,~ht, bt1t '1S 

little m·atters bet\veen the pupils, not as Miss Angelica did, she 
det·ermined to take her school beyond the reach of a stone's 

• 

thro,v from the n1ale Academy; accordi11~l>' she mo,'e(t tc, 



• 
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he planta ion of her brother, the Rev. Christop'her Collins, 
some four miles out (e) ·of Ch!arles To\vn, where she con­
in ued il·I her dea··th . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . T·he Rev. John Mines, a ·Presbyterian 
clergyn1an, \~s the principal of the Academy, and ,vas cer­
tainly one of the 1best of men. He had the happiest talent 
for the management of boys in acquiring their love and re-­
spect and in stimulating ,in them lauda·bte prid·e and ambition. 
I do not ·believe that the use of the rod was prohibited in 
the school, 1but no instan-ce of its use ever o~curred whilst I 
was there; I am s.ure its infliction would have ·been regarded 
as a disgrace by the youngest boy in the school of some 
seventy men. All had ·to be present in the r-ecitation ·room at 
the proper hour mo.rning and evening to prayers, tafter which 
the high1er classes d•ispersed to their respective rooms or to the 
grove (f), as suited them best, only appeared for recitatio11 
or to ask some question of difficulty. T·h·e smatl·er boys, who 
remained in, had ush·ers or under-·teachers to attend t·hem. But 
if Mr. Mines saw they were dull o.r sleepy, he would ta·ke 
the11l a· 1 into the grove or ground round the Acad·emy, an,d 
joined with them in some play or athletic game for half hour 
or so, then take them back to ·their studies fy,esh a•nd invigorat­
ed. 

Mr . . Mines preached every Sun-day in t-he Presbyteruan 
Church (g) , the students were fond of going to hear him. No 
Episcopal Church being here, the boys of Episcopal famil•ies 
,vent on e a mon th to the old stone church (·h) a mile or 
two from town, to ·hear the Rev. Mr. Heath (i), who had' 
his regular clerk to assist him in the services, ta little old man, 
1amed J ohnn_v tevens, and we ·had a pe,v near the pulpit to 
join in the responses. 

A he -close of every session of five months, there was 
a public exhi1bition of plays and orations; the students con­
s ituted a· Thesp ian Corps (k) that in tragedy, comedy or 
farce, would ha e been .credita·bte to any stage; great public 
s iri ,vt1s -anif ested in the encoura,g-emen of these ex-hi·bitions. 
The s,vord given by the King of Prussia to Gen. Washingion 
\ ns , or v e hero of the la v; his s,,,ord ,,a~ 1-:f t 'i Gen-

• • 
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eral W·ashington to Ge·orge Steptoe Washington, his nephew, 
wh.o was on·e of the trustees of -the Academy and took •great in­
terest in i·ts suc,cess. The sword (1) was the finest Damascus 
steel, the h.ilt ,vas of solid gold, the blade was highly polished 
from the point up two thirds tan•d bright, the rest of th·e blade 
was Damascus ·blue, inlaid with 1-etters of ,gold, on one side, 
''George Washington'', on the oth·er, •'From the oldest King 
to th·e greatest General''. 

Young men in the higher classes ,v.ere allowed to write 
their own o.rat,ions, subje·ct ·to the -cor·rection of the Board 
of Trustees. Laun·cetot L·e·e ha·d w·ritt.en ran oration, which 
the Trustees complimented highly,. and in his efforts \Vas suc­
cessful. H·e was a y0t1ng man oif fine promise and talents, 
rath·er vain o,f them. Wh•en it came his turn for a speech, 
he negle-cted to hand his copy to ·be prompted, and the prompt­
er reminded him of it, but having repeat·ed it so often in pri­
vate reh-ea.rsals, he was -confident, stepped ou·t on the stage 
in th·e presence of an audience of Soo persons in broad day­
light, went on rapidly for so·me time, . so as to elicit graat ap­
plause, ,vhen lie -came to a full balk, be·came confused, ha.d 
to walk off the stage. Th·e mortification ,vas great with ,a.ll 
his friends: ·he was more than twenty-one years old, of the 
highest family in the Sta·te. It was the -custom of th·e citiz-ens 
of the Tow·n t·o give the studen1ts ta· ball on Exhibition night; 
that nigh·t Laun.celort Lee -did not appea1· at the ball; the next 
day I -met him ·coming down ·the street, without a hat, a Bible 
open on his hea-d, a hickory pole in his hand for a cane as long 
as he was tall, ,and he was six feet high, a very fine lookng 
man. He was mad: never recovered a rational ·mon1ent. He 
·had a large estate, lived to be an old ma11, was harmless, 
but never recover.ed his reason. 

Notes and Queries on Thc,t!>tas Brown's Remin;scence 

(Written by General W. P. Craigh'ill to Charles T·o,vn Free 
Press, Septem·ber 27, 1887) 

(a) History repeats itsel:f. Tl1ere is again after the lapse 
of nearly a centu·ry, another schoo·l for girls ''across tl1e street'' 
f1·on1 the A·cademy. 'fl1e old buildng did not stand exactl1r 

"' l1~re tl1e pre~en t 011e does. l~ut \\·as direct 1 _\· op110s!te tl1~ 
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residence of M,rs. Julia Kennedy which has itself seen many 
transformra-tions since those early days . . Some of us now living 
and getting • o be o·ld men went to school in the old Academy 
·building which was taken <lown a·bout forty years a,go. How 
many of our comrades are dead? Who can tell the location 
and give a description of the Female A-cademy of 1799? 

( b) While I write, l have before me the minutes of the 
first meeting of the Board of Trustees in 1795. The book 
con ta ins also the names of the subsc·ri·bers to the fund for 
building the Acad·emy. The first is that of George S. Wash­
ington, 30 pounds. 

( c) T·he present Aca-demy is also in charge of a Board 
of Trustees, lineal successors of those who -f·ounded the insti­
tution nearly a century ago. 

( d) Boys and tirls seem to have been then very much 
as they are now, at least in some of t·heir ways. 

{ e) Where was that? 
(f) Where is now rhe grove? 
(g) ls that the church that stood not very far from the 

present Academy and was pulled down some f-0rty years ago 
,vhen the existin,g Presbyterian Chur,ch was built on Main 
street? Or, if there was a still older P,resbyterian Church, 
where Vilas it located·? 

(h) Does ht: refer to the church of which · the -ruins 
still stand on the plantation of /Mr. Henry Dav•enport, Mr. 
D., by the way, is no\v President of the Board of Trustees of 
the Academy. 

Does anyone know when services began in that venerable 
old house? Does 1a:nyone kno\v ,vhen they ceased? When 

as the church built and under what influences? 
• 

( i) Episcopa~li-ans wi11 remember a daughter of this old 
clergymen, Miss Maria H-ea h, who for years lived {support­
ed by he chu~ch) an d'ied in a tittle house that stood near 

e site of the present Methodist Parsonage. 
{k) 1 recollec \Vhen the Thespian Socety gave exhibi ... 

tions more tha forty years ago in the lo,ver story of the old 
cadem . T e or hestra ~as led by Mr. John S. Gallaher, 

J . so of he ate ,John S. Gallaher. He payed ver 1j sweel-
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ly on tl1e violin as did on·e of his assistants, Ned. Mo·o,re, son 
of ,Mr. Cato Moo·re. There were other musicians as ·to w-hose: 
names I am uncertain, though I remember well the excellence 
of their m.usic. Was Dutch M,iller one of the f·Iutists? Was 
Pat ,Gor111an one? 

If I ·mista1k·e not Mr. Geo. Sadler was stage m·anager an'"i 
general -director. I recollect seeing there the play of the 
''Stranger'', and· hearing ·the ·declamation of 

''My nam1e is Norva,J? 
On the Grampion hills my .father tends his flocks'', etc. 

(1) What h·as been th·e history orf this famous sword sine~ 
that fune? 

W. P. C. 

FROM 'IHE FARMER'S ·REPOSITORY 

Mta•y 1 4, 1 8 1 3 

Shepherdst·own Seminary 

A public examination was h·eld, ·on Mond·ay last, of the 
pupils (under the tuition of Mr . . M 'Farland) ,vho acquitted 
themselves to the sa1isf action of the 'board of Trustees then 
present. And although this institution may still be co-nsidered 
in a state o·f infancy: yet f.he ·establ·ished rules, ·disciplin·e and 
mod·e •Of instruction, together with th.e progress already made 
;by the pupils genefially, seem to promise the most favorable 
·result. 

By order of th.e Standing Co·m,mittee 
Presley Mar11,1aduke-May 5, 18 t 3 

(Copy furnisl~ed ·by E-lla May Turner) 
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WASHfNGTON'S SWORD 
By Henry T. McDonald ( 1929) 

At the lta.st meetin•g of our County Historical Society, 
mention was made of the sword of Washington, which was 
ta,ken from .the home of Col. Le\vis W. Washington at the 
time of the John Brown raid an·d worn by Brown at the time 
of his capture. 

In the course of some casual investigations respecting 
this sword, I hrad learned that i.t was in the possession of the 
State of ew York. On pursuing the matter further it was 
found that the relic is now in the New York State Library, 
Albany. 

I t occurs to me that there may be a number of folks in 
Jefferso11 Coun·ty ,vho would be interested' in the following 
information, which is correct. 

This s,vord was one of five left by Washington in his 
will to his five nephews, then living. The first ·named, who 
,vta-s the eldest, William Augustine Washington, had the first 
choice, and set·ected this sword on aaount of its traditional his­
tory. He bequeathed it to his son, who in turn bequeathed 
i~ to Col. Le\vis W. Washington, of 8~11 Air. 

In 1859 this and the fou·r-th swor<l wer·e in his possession; 
t e second \Vas in the possession of Lt. Henry Davis, U. S. N.; 
the third was in the hands of W·m. T. Washington, rand the 
fif h in the ationa·l In5titute at Washington, 

There is no positive known record of the fact, -but it was 
general] reported in the family, that this dress sword was 
brought over from Europe about the year 1 780 to Washing­
ton, with his verbal messa e from Frederick XI (the Grea.t) 
K ing of Prussia. ''From he oldest General in the world to 
the greates . '' In Moores' Diar of the Revo·lution 1here is 
men ion of a ''picture'' of he sword with the above sentiment 
printed under it ·pri ed in the '' ew Jersey Journal'' of Aug­
tist 9 1780. • hile the a·bove mtay not be conclusive evidence 
in he ase, it is very su ges ive of ta probab e fact. 

There is ano her im res ion, the exa t truth of which I 
11:1 no e establi he , rt i vas brottgh over and dell\' -
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ered t·o Washington :by Col. David· H·um·phreys of Connecticut, 
who had been on his staff. 

This sword w-as frequently worn-·by Washington on state 
occas1ons, as in 1791 1 when he re·ceived the senate at l1is 
private residence in Philadelphia. 

It is represented also in some of the portraits of Wash­
ington, for example, the port·rait painted 1by Vanderlyn for the 
U. S. House of Representatives in 1834. 

At the time when a sword of Washington and a staff of 
Franklin were presented· in ·the House of Representatives i11 

1843, this swo·rd ''from Frederick'' was referred to as be-ing 
still in the possession of the Washington family. 

It wilt ·be remembered when John Brown V11as captured 
in the old engine house he was wearing the sword. Lt. Israel 
Green was in immediate comm·and of the attacking squad of 
U. S. Marines and attempted to run B·rown through with his 
sword, 'but the point of his blade struck the buckle of the 
belt Brown wore ·and broke the point of his sword. Thus 
tem·pona·rily the life of the lea<ler w•as saved. 

After the raid the sword was rett1med to Col. Washing­
ton. The following description of the sword is ta~k·en from 
the ''Annual Report of the Trustees ·of the New York State 
L·ibrary'' for 1873 and found on page 144. 

'''}!he swor·d is a straight pointed blade, with hilt and 
chain of polished steel, dotted with steel beia'ds. The present 
case of Green Turkey m·orocco is not the ·original; that was 
of white shagreen or shark skin. It was covered iand clean­
ed in 1854 in Baltimore ,by S. Jackson, cutler.'' 

In a personal letter from Dr. Jas. I. Wyer, Director of the 
State Li-brary, speaking of the s,vord he says: ''In 1911 it 
was bent, burned and disfigured ·beyond satisfactory restora­
tion, in t·he Capitol fire which destroyed the Ne,v Yo·rk State 
Library.'' 

It is not now on exhibitiont but is oa·refutly stored a,vay 
i1"1 a vault in tl1e library. ,vhere it ma)' be seen by a11yo11e 

11a ving- special i11 terest in it. -
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''THE 1ElNGLISH CHUROH'' NOW CAI ,I◄ED ''ST. 
GEORGE'S'' 

By Susan Gregg Grbson (1922) 

''St. George's,,, the in·teresting old ruin on the Smit.hfield 
pike, a mile and a half west of Chla'rle.s T-0wn, was a'bandoned 
in uhe year 181 7, w•hen ·the new church in the village was ·com-­
pleied. The pulpit, a most costly one, the pews and candle­
sti-cks and t·he copper roof, were Tem·oved and pl!aced in the 
new church-named ''Zion'' ·but called '•The Grove 
Cl1urch, '' for some time. This new church was burned to· 
he ground-a com,p-lete toss as was the second one in 1849. 

''Zion Church,'' built in 1852, is the third one 'built on that 
site. 

''The English Church'' was built in 1770 and 1771. In 
1 769 an order wtas taken for the division of the origin·al par­
ish ( hen consi ting of all that is now Shenandoah, Page, 
Warren, Cla ke, Frederick, Berkeley, Hampshire, and J'ef .. 
ferson counties) into tl1ree--to ·be n-amed Beckford, Berkeley 
and 1orborne, The liast included what is now Berkeley and 
Jefferson. T·he Clergymen of the Parish from 1771 to 1813 
\vere: the Reverends Daniel Stunges, Veasey, Wilson, Bernard 
Page. Heath, Emanuel Wilmer and John ?ri-ce. Revs. Alex­
ander Bal·maine 1and Mynne Thruston also held services at 

• 1mes. 
Fron1 records •it appears that a·lthough Jefferson was 

separated from Berkeley in 1801-''St. Andre,v's Par.ish'' ,vas 
not baken from orborne until 1815-when Rev. Ben Allen 

egan his la·bor. The journal of the Diocese of Virginia, for 
l1e year 181 7, reports-''Rev. Ben Allen, rector of St. An­

dre\v's ('The ne\v church nearly finished.'' So we have good 
reason o suppose that l1e ''. t. George's'' congregation mov­
ed i to its new hurch in t 81 7. Tl1e silver communion cups 
ma b , e Kirk fir 1r1 of silversmiths for he church are of -

ta te 8 9. T-he ares ill in ex istence. 

T e Re v. John S. Gibson \Vrote an a·rt icle for the ''Parish 
esse ger J in 190 , after mee ing Rev. M. B. Riddle, of tl1e 
re 1 , ia 11 Theo ogi\..al eminar. o • A t!e~ 11 a ~-, Pa. Tl1ey 

• 
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were speaking of this part of the county, and of th-e old ruin 
on the -pike. I quote from the 1article: 

''M·r. Riddle told me what he had learned from his fath­
er, Rev. D. H. Riddle, -of Martinsburg, W. Va., whrch is as 
follo,vs: James Nourse, the father of my grandmother Riddle, 
was instrumental in the building of the old chur·ch, the ]fand 
was part of his plantation, ''Pied.mont''-the plantation af­
ter,vard sol·d to the Briscoe family. Mr. Nourse had the w-ood­
work rand pulpit brought from England, he had a vista cut 
through the for est so he could see tl1e church from his bed­
room. The vista was still in eviden·ce in 1859 when I visited 
''Piedmont'', then the home o·f tl1e Briscoes. T!he date can be 
fixed in nar·row limits. Jam•es Nourse came to Virginia in 
1769. ''Piedmon.t'' was bought in 1770. In 1775·, Mr. 
Nourse on his way to Kentucky, ,vriting to ·his wife, addressed 
his letter to .Mrs. Nourse, ''Berkeley Church'', this impljes 
that the •Church w1:1s ,vell k·nown. '' The ''Glebe'' ,v~.s bou·srht 

• 

in 1 772. I suppose that was afte•r the church \vas finished 
and a ·home needed for the Rector. Th!S ''G1ebe'' ,vas sold 

• 

in 1802 as a la\v forbade cht1rches ow·nin~ 11 f~rm at tl1~t d:tte. 
(See records in Cot1rt I;ouse, Charles Town. no,,, W. Va.) 

Danske Dandrld:ge, in ''Historic Shep·herdstown1'' says 
that Dr. John Briscoe bought ''Piedmont'' in 1780, from the 
Nourse family. Just ,vhen the Briscoes bought the church 
and the graveyard, I have not found out. 

Robert Wo1rthington, whose will was probated in Orange, 
Vta., in Novem:ber, 17 35, seems to have been the original 
owner of the land on which the ol-d ruin stands. He o·btained 
a tract of three thousand a:cres by pa·tent in 1734. He left a 
large part to his son, Ro·bert Junior, a part, says the wil·l, lying 
on a bnanch of the Shenandoah River, called Evats Run. Rob­
ert Worthington, Junio·r, ·bt1ilt ''Piedmont'' about 1736, on 
what was then called ''Wort·hington 's Marsh.'' Robert, Jr's: 

··inheritance of a thousand -acres is called in his father's will 
''Qttarry Bank, ne,v stile.'' formerly ''The Marsh.'' Not1rse 
bought from Worthington. 

Jtames Nou:rse, of Washington, D. C., \vho died some ten 
}tears ago, at nearl)' 99 ~,ears of ag·c. \\'as a ~randso11 of ll1c 

• 
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f ou der of St. George's Church. He came to see the ruins 
some years before he died. He told me of the cutting of the 
vista-of many things of interest. He said ·he had in his pos­
session many reco-rds, bills, receipts as ·to the ·buildin1g of the 
church. The only authentic records 1a,ppear t-o be in his family, 
I think, ·be·cause they really ·bore -the burden of erection. It was 
a costly church. The woodwork of cedar was very handsome. 
1'he pulpit ,vas said to be wond'erful. The wood an<l carving· 
so beautiful, the pride of the congregation. And our ancestors 
have told of them and of the great silver candlesticks, the doors 
and tiled floor and the copper roof, ,vhrch were of note in those 
days. ~Mr. Jam·es Nou·rse said his grandfather gave the pulpit 
-made in Eng1and it was rand carved. 

From tradition in the Nourse and Davenport families it 
.was a very ·beautiful and very hand.some edifice, surpassing the 
more widely known Virginia churches in ·its elegance. It !3.p­
peaTs to us s-o strange that the congregation would abandon it 
-merely ta•k·e out some of the interior, close the massive doors, 
and leave the grand building to become a ruin. As far tas J 
know there i s no record of servi.ce being held there after the 
1 ew church ,vas buil in Charles Tfo,vn. 

A pretty ruin it has been with its ivy clad walls, but the 
usual vanct·at has been busy for 20 y&rs o.r more. ~Indeed mu·ch 
damage has been done in the past five years. Constant di•g­
ging for buried treasure, looking for the corner stone, has 
caused he walls to fa·ll. Bach year more stones tmnble to the -
ground. It is in a pitiful conditio.n. It does seem worth pre-
serving ,vhat remains. It was the first Episcopal Church of 
consequence in this section. Ma·ny llustrious men have preached 
in it. Many famous men and women worshipped in it. 

March 17 1858 ''The Church tand Graveyard'' were 
bough • y Braxton Davenport from John, Henry R. and W. D. 
Briscoe. In 1848 Braxton Davenport had purchased from 
Ooc or Joh Briscoe, father of the above mentioned, a part 
of he ' 'Piedmont '· estate surrounding the graveyard. These 
deeds a d conveyances can be found in our county court house .. 
T e ui s of o d "" t. Geor~e s no v he Ion~ to he. Da \.·en port 
he irs. 
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ROBERT ! 

Ma•gazine of tl1e 

~ ER, F!OU:NDER OF HARPERS reRRY 

By Walte·r E. Dittmey-er 

Robert Harper, -the founder of Harpers Ferry, West Vir­
ginia, was horn November 1, 1718, in Oxford, Pennsylvania, 
(now pa·rt of Philadel·phia). His •grandfather, John Harper, 
came from Oxfordshire, Engltand, in 1682. The a·bove infor­
·ma·tion is contrary to the claim of Harper's collateral descend­
ants, as they -claimed he came from Englan-d. The headstone 
at ·his grave talso states he came from England. The ,v,riter has 
a copy of an outline of the Harper family taken from churcl1 
( Episcopal) and other records in Phi·l'adelphia and the names 
mentioned therein coincide with the n-ames mentioned in Har­
per's wi·ll. Also a m,anuscript, found among the effects of a 
collateral descen-da·nt, says that some members of the Society 
of Friends, who located on Apple Pie Ridge, in then Fred·erick 
County, Virginia, came from England, on the same ·boat with 
Harper. Among the names mentioned ,vas a Mr. W1alker. 
The writer some years ago m·ade a visit to the home of Mr. 
Pidgeon at Wadesvi·lle, Va. Mrs. Pidgeon, ,vho was a Miss 
Walker and ,a descendant of -the M·r. Walker mentio·ned in the 
manuscript, ·had a history of the W·alker family ,vhicl1 sho\ved 
the ori,ginal Mr. Walker came from England in the latter part 
of the seventeenth ce·ntury (the exact date writer hias forgot­
ten), which coincides w·th the ,coming of H·arper's grandrfatl1er. 

In his youth H·a.rper was apprenticed to an architect, 
house and milt builder, which business he f o·llowed ·while in 
Philadelphia. He was very suc1cessful for severa·l ye1rs, after 
,vhich a reverse of fortune overtook him an-d he afterwards 
told his friends, that ''everything ,vent w·rong at that time.'' 

''The fa·ct was tha-t he had ov·erreached himself i-n a~t­
tempting too mtLch, a bad title to his most importan·t land pur­
chase, an·d his eff·orts to bu1i·ld on his o,vn a-ccount, a church in 
Frankford, then about six miles from Philadelphiia, greatly 
emba·rrassed •him.'' After th·e reverse of fortune overt,oak l1im, 
he finally determined to leave Philadelphia forever. After a 
settlement with his creditors, he had left about fo·ur hundred 
l~:n~as.. He ,vas tl1en looking for a 11ew l1ome. He ,v-avered -
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bet,veen Charleston, South Carolina, and Albany, ew York, 
an finally d·ecided on Charleston, and with that intention was 
mak·ng arrangements to leave 1by the first ·boat. At the time 

he ,vas preparinig to leave for Charleston; the Society of Friends 
was _holding a meeting in Philadelphia and the members at-
ending f rom Apple Pie Ridge were looking f·or a millwright to 

come and settle in their section and build mills for them. After 
examining ta mill bui·lt by Harper for one of their members in 
Philadelphia, also learning of his leaving for a new locality, 
they called upon Harper and final·ly induced him to come and 
live among them. They gave him full inst,ructions a1bout the 
route to take. T·he agreement to come was made in the mon,th 
of October but Harper was not to come until the followin-g 
March. He left for Apple Pie Ridge March 1 o, 1747 and 
reached Frederick on the sixth day of t.ra vel. About dusk of 
sa1me day a Ge1 r11an peddler n1amed Pet•er Hoffman arrived in 
Frederick, riding one horse and leading hvo others packed witlt 

• 

all kinds of goods. l'he two became acquainted and Hoffman 
f·inding ou1 Harper's destination and route, which was to cross 
the Potomac 1a·bove Antietam Oreek, the writer think·s Pack 
Horse Ford, Hoffman said ''oh, no, you must go with me the 
n_igh-cut and I ,vi11 sho,v you the grandest pla,ce you ever did 
see at the Forks of de river.'' He told Harper ra·bout the Hole 

• 

as Ha.rpers Ferry ,vas then called, and the great opportunity of 
the wtater po,ver for mills and a·bout Pete Stephens, who ,vas a 
squatter ai the Hole and that it would ·be easy to buy Steph­
ens out and then to buy the land from the proper owner, Lord 
Fai1rfax. Harper finally consented to -come with Hoffman to 
the Hole. T hey arrived about dark ta,t the Hole and stayed 
with Stephens. The S ep·hens cabin was located about where 
Oittmeyer's Drug Store is now located. T·he next morning 
H'arper ,vas so astonished at the •g.rand scenery and the unsu•r­
passed wtiter po,ver, that he decide<l to make it his future hom.e. 
Fin ing tephens willing to sell his quar-ter's claim, h•e bought 
it and then proceeded o ,''Greenway Court'' and got a patent 
f rom Lord Fai fax for the and. He then went to Apple Pie 
Ri ge to build he mil for the Frie ds as agreed. He re urned 
to he Hol e. l1is ,vife con1i1 o- from P!1 ila el h;a r? n,:l he • Jived ' . -
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in Stephens' cabin until he built a house ~bout one-half m•ile 
up the S'henand,oah, a little distance from where the Shenan­
doah Pulp Mill is now located. H·e also bu,ilt a grist mill ~nd 
sawmill on the Shenandoah n·ear his ho.me, and prospered. 

The General Assem:ht·y of Virginia during the 1763-4 ses­
sion g.ranted Harper ra, charter fo·r his ferry. 

At the ·be1ginning of th·e W1ar of Independence, Harper, be­
ing a Tory, opposed it, but he soon sided ,vith the colonies 
when th•e Oro,vn officers in Vi·rginia called on him to aid ,vith 
his money in the Royal cause. 

About 1780, he built the present ''Harp·er House'' but it 
is very dou·bttul if the family ev·er occupied it. 

Harper married a Miss Rachel Griffith of Phi·tadelphia. 
There w·ere no c·hildren. Sh•e dred in 1780 fro.m a flail from a 
ladder. Robert Harper died about Octo'ber 2, 1782. 

He willed the land of the pr.esent H·arper Cem·etery and 
directed in his wilt that a church be erectd within the cen1-
etery. The ,chur,ch was ·erecte•d on the site where the ruins of 
the old Episcopal church now sta·nd. It ·bu·med a·bout 1835. 
It was known as the Fre·e Church. H,arper was a member of 
the Episcopal Church. 

The quotations, and som·e of the information, were ta~en 
from the manuscript found among the effects of a collateral 
descendant. 

FROM 0 i 1HE F. · ·R'S ,RFJ>OSITORY 

February 26, 181 3 

The Whig Club \vill dine at Mr. Mitt·er's (Elk Branch) on 
Tuesday next, Ma-rcb 2nd. Dinn-er on· the table at precisely 
2 o'clock. 

(Copy furnished by Ella May Turner) 
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LE'l0 l'ER 1F1ROM ·HENRY BEDlNGE:R 1i0 CAP'I'. ABRAM 

SHEPHERD 

( In possession of Miss Susan Gregg Gi'bson) 

Cumberland C. T. House Sept. 9th, 1781. 
Derur Friend 

I wrote a letter a few Days past to my M-other by a Mr. 
Jon'eS & .ow write by another Mr.- Jones ·both of ·which I ho•pe 
will come to hand. 

H·ave the pleasure of Confi·r1ning to you 1:he Arrival of 
Twenty Eight Sail of French line of Bta.ttle Ships with Six Fri­
gates, they have landed upwards of three thousand men at 
James Town, are Making every possi·ble ·Effort to have every­
thing in Readiness ·for an attack on th·e Enemy under Com­
mand of Lord Cornwallis a·t York, wh·o arre Intrenching & will 
bear a Seige, If not prevented by a Timely Attack. 

His Exceitency General Washington a-rrived in Oamp the 
Day •before yesterday, every person here & throughout this 
Coun rry -are in highes·t Spirits & Expectations on the Gen ls acct. 
Great umbers a·re Volunta.r.vly gone of, from Richmond & 
its Vicinity to See the Opera·tions, while One half the Militia 
of tall these ~nd adjacent Counties a•~e und'er Marching orders 
to assist in So Capital an Enterprise We hope & are almost 
Certain the a·1111y Must fa·ll into our ha·nds. 

Lorde Ra wden was taken on his passage from Charles 
Town· for Englan·d by the French Fleet, is now in ou.r Camp I 
expect to Remain a1together at this ·Station ·being appointed 
as I before M·entioned to you in my L·etter Q Mr. ( quarter­
m s er) to the Station. lf l can get a Furlough Shal·l come to 
see you, So oon as the Encampment is finished the Soldiers 
Hutts ·built & ufficient Stores lain in for the winter Season, 
at any Rae I must & will co·me between this & Christmas 
unless Sickness or Something extraordinary Should preven•t ·it. 
} 'm Just now losing, ha·t little Hair I htad left when you See me 
1-ast & Expect by the time I Shall arrive with you Shall be as 
Bald as an Eagle. Occasroned by the Sic ness I had tas Penns-
boro n·h i .A. • hers . ._ 
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Flour will be Greatly ,van·ted by the Fleet lik•ewise Be·ef 
&Pork. No hard Money ,viii be given for the Victualing them 

1be1cause the State must furnish them with provisions. There is 
plenty of har·d Cash among them & think Buck Skin Breeches 
would bring Any Quantity of it 

Remem·ber me Respectfully to My Mother & her family 
to your Nelly & . . . . . . al·l Frirends 

I am in H1aste as the Gentleman has Waited Since I be­
gan Writtn,g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . & y-our Friend 

H-enry Bedinger. 
Tobacco has ·taken a sud-d,en Rise Tlwill Fetch 12- at 

Richmond & 'tis expe.cted wilt Rise ·but this uncertain. 

Addressed 
Ca11t A·bram Shepherd 
Berkeley County 

H. 8. 

Virginia (Forwa·r-ded by M.r. Jones) 

HISTORY OF A CONFEDERAT£ FLAG 

By M. L. Herrington 

(W·ritten shortly before her death, at the a~e of nin·e-ty-t,vo 
in 19 3 2. Manuscript in possession of Miss Sa1·1ie Lee Powell.) 

It may be inte1resting_ to the Shepherdsto,vn Chap·ter of 
the U. D. C. -to kn-ow 1h:e facts about a flag tha1 ,vtas made 
an•d sent through th·e lines in 1861 to our Company B. A 
United States flag .,vas given to four or fiv·e girls (young girls 
at that tim-e) ·by Mr. Rezin D. Shepherd, ,vho lived in Ne\v 
Orleans. In summ·e•r he lived at ''Wild Go·os·e Farm.'' T-he 
fltag was on·e from one of his vessels. It was sent to us bj· 

M·r. ·James Henry Shepherd and was t-o be converted into a 
Conrfedera·te flag, a ,v-ork that was dangerous at that time. Be­
ing in disputed t-erritory we could work only ,vhen our m•en 
,vere in the lines and had to be very ·cat1tious then. My flather, 
Joseph Entler, o,vn·ed and lived at ''Win,ga·rd Cotta.~e'' du.ring 
the War, and ther•e the flag was m·ade. The location off from 
the 1:o,vn, and the large \Vide h1a11, ,vere id·eal places for the 
,vork, ,vl1icl1 took many anxious ,veeks to con111tete. Ve1·y 

• 
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edious to rip every seam of the stripes in such a way as not 
to -ravel the ·buniing, ·every star was ripped from the blue field, 
and then to sew all the r-ed together and all the white, etc., 
{011n the mrs red, whrte and .red. Of course we had ·a surpl.us 
of stars as the Confederacy was yonng. After many weeks 
of work, nervousness and anxiety the fl-ag was finished, and 
the beautiful ~nfederate flag was ready to be sen-t through 
the lines to Co. B. It Wtas hidden a'\Vay waiting -2. safe trans­
fer. 

One day I heard the tramp of cavalry and clang of sword 
and sabers, I looked out th·e window and saw the Oottage was 
surrounded by Yankee Cavtalry. Oh, the flag, what was to 
be done with it? I heard the officer read his ord·ers to my 
father to search his premises thoroughly for contraband and 
stolen goods. My father see111·ed to be protestin,g aga.inst the 
search-but that g,a.ve me a little iime to tak·e the flag from 
its hiding 1p·tace in l3J closet. Th•e house ,vas surrounded. I 
could no1 get out to hide it. I pulled ,a dress from th·e wall and 
put the flag in it and threw it carelessly across the back of a 
chtair (sk-irts were very wide and had deep facing upon ·them). 
I took the little flags that were ,vom on our dress, put them 
under the carpet, when -my door was pushe-d open by Oapt. 
Horner of Gol. Cole's Cavat,ry and the search · cornmen·ced. 
Every bureau <lrawer and closet was search·ed, even the g,,acnd­
f .ather clock, where reposed letters to go through the lines, 

u,t they ,vere too -deep in the bot-tom of -th~ old clock to be 
de ec-ted. Everything \Vas handled btrl the blue striped dress 
hovering over its precious 1reasure. lt.c was too insignificant 
to a act their notice and they gia,ve up the search-but rather 
in a bad humor. 

The flag was safe and sent to Co. B.J but all inqui~rie3 
after the same has fa-iled to Jooa•te it. There was an exchange 
of flags several ~rs ago and that flag would ·be read1y recog­
nized by its seams and its homer11a~de rrua1rks. ow what be .. 
came o tha~t f1-ag is a mystery. It went through the lines and 
, as received by the cornpg:ny. I -believ1e I am the sole one 
i ing who hel ed to make the flag :a1n<l saved it from being 

ca tl :i ~- Ca~ t. Horner, its irst Ya nkee as a·lant. 
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11HE ·OIJD C ~ TOWN ACADEMY, (1795) 
(Copied from the S-pi·rit of Jefferson, Feb. 21, 1857) 

It is th·erefore pro.posed to erect a Seminary of Lea·rning 
in ·Cha.rles Town· (Berkeley County) in ,vhich the Greek rand 
.Latin Languages are· to ·be taught, and in case of sufficient en­
coug-agem·ent the French, likewise the English in all its 
Bra·nches, Geogra,phy, Astronomy, Criticism, Natural ,and 1Mor­
al Phi-1-osophy, and all the different Bran.ches of MatheD1atics, 
&c. 

The money to be .ra·ised by Su'bscribtion or D011ation .. 
When a sufficiency of ·mon·ey shta11 be raised, the subscribers, 
on a day ·appointed·> shall •meet and choose Twelve Trustees, 
who are to hold th.eir ·offi-ce during good behavior, a·nd to 
elect others in ~ase of Death o·r removal. These gentlemen 
are to ~uperintend t·he Buildin~s, choose their President ( o: 
Prin-ciprat) attend to the examination of the students, and be 
in every instance the Patrons and Guard•ians of the Institution 
Therefore to. carry this desirable and laudable plan into effect 
We the Subscri'bers do ·o·bli,ge ourselves, our heirs, EY.ecut·ors, 
or Administrators, to pa.y unto the Bo~a·.rd of Tn1stees here. 
after to ·be chosen, the sun1s an·nexed t·o our several n~es; 
one half of which is to be paid· on or before the fi·rS-t day of 
Octo·ber n·ext, ensuing the •date hereof, the o:ther h.'llf to be 
paid· by the first day of April one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-six. 

Wit·ness our ·hands and sums, the tw·enty-seventh day of 
January one thousand seven hun,dred and ninety-five. 

1 George S. Wash1DW-,On 
2 GeJbriel Nourse 
3 Bem-y Gantt 
4 Ferdinando Falrfiax 
5 Beverly Whiting 
6 Rober.t Tb1ock:i11t01,to.n 
7 Tobias Lear 
8Geo1,ge Hite 
9 'Dhoina,s Hammond 

lOV-an tautherford 
11 Abram DavenlX)r't 

' Na11res 

LSD 
30 O o 42 Battatle Muse 
9 o o 43 David Moore 
'1 0 0 44 -Robert COOk!bum 

3 O O O 45 ~l"l"ll"N'llll'Yot -

6 0 0 46 Moses Hiun·ter 
6 10 O 47 DaNid Hunter 
6 O O 48 James Stephenoon 

20 O O 49 Chais"r Pa.rot 
9 O O 50 Edwe,rd Bums, Jr. 
9 0 O 51 John Mo1uow 
~ O O 52 James Wilson 

LSD 
6 00 
1100 
5 00 
2 80 
6 00 
6 00 
6 00 
2 00 
3 00 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
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12 J olm B-ri3coe 
13 ~~ T&psoobt 
14 'r.homas Wo . 'IAA ....... -'"e ~~ 
15 Jaanes • te 
16 Ohrls. COlli.ns 
1'7 MeJttm.ew Rrasme 
18Magnus Tate 
19 Ed WBro Gam,tt 
20 John St.Clair 
21 Jam.es Hammond 
22 Jooeph De.am 
23 'Uh01r1es rFtubherford J:r. 
24John Bate 
2; Andrew Taws 
~ · Wlll1&m Oher1y 
27 Ed'w-aa-d Tiffin 
28 Smitfh SJaug.h er 
29 Ja;epb M!nghtn:I 
30 Wiliam Darke 
31 ~bilip iPe1tdleton 
32 John .PQcxetJt 
33 Giles Cook 
434 Oersbam Keyes 
~5 Ben•jamin Beelar 
36 John Oooke 
art --..,ep11eru; 'VhOTruJ). Mason 
38 Than,,as Griggs 
39 Ben•jrunin strother 
40 "mloma.s ~- 6-.,,.~ord, Sr. 
4:1 Robert Rutherford 

20 00 
1 40 

12 00 
12 00 
9 00 
9 00 
9 00 
6 00 
3 00 

12 0 0 
3 00 

12 0 0 
3 00 
3 00 
110 0 
2 80 
2 80 
3 00 

12 0 0 
20 00 
3 00 
110 0 
2 80 
5 0 0 
1100 

10 00 
6 00 
6 00 
6 00 
6 00 

53 jam.es st,raJ:t 
54tFra:ncis Wlhitin:g 
55 Andrew Waggoner 
66 Theodol1c Lee 
57 Jahn DSJvenport 
58John Potts 
59 Nstbe,n1el Crai,g,b11J. 
60John Tarte 

• 

61 Joseph Crane 
62 Thonb8S Peterkin 
63 fRidharo McShe11y 
64 Mliobael MoKewan 
65 Hugh Holmes 
66F. Conrad 
67 Thomas Turner 
68 Ezekiel W. Bull 
69 Robert Baylor 
70 John Washing.ton 
'11 John Baker, J-r. 
72 ~celot Lee 
73 Jo'hn Moeonnell 
74 Wm. H. Powell 
75 Corbin- w~ ~ ..... ~ 
76Jaatres Mdilhany 
7'1Cyr.us Sander~ 
'78 F-lisha Boyd 
7g John Dixson 
RO Jobn •Mines 
81 Geonge Nortlh 

2 80 
2 80 
3 O l 

15 00 
2 80 
2 80 
6 0 0 
6 00 
6 00 
2 80 
2 80 
1 5 0 
2 80 
2 80 
9 00 

12 00 
12 0 0 

3 00 
1l60 
6 0 0 
315 0 

15 00 
6 0 0 
6 00 
·116 0 
3 00 
3 00 
4160 

25 00 

On the 1st. da v of the ensuing' Au~t1st, 1795, a meetin.e: 
• 

of subscrioers wias held: ,vl1en a bo:lffd ·of Trustees was elected, 
T,vo of the ~en tlemen, not included in the above list, were 
placed in the Board- -both of whom were perhaps in too 
stra igh ened circumstances to -admit of gen,erous donations; 
·but thei hearts were in th·e ,vork. Those two names as num-
bered below will be recognized by many of our citizens. 

P hilip Pendleton -
ThortiBB Otigja 
T.hos. ·Rutherford, Br. 
GM>'l Nourse 
Chrts'r Oo1Jtns 
Geo. S . WMNDgrton 

. Board ol 'lh11tee1 

Geo. Hite 
Ferdinando Fair!ax 
George Nonth 
Edlward~T11fin 

82 Alex. Wihit,e 
83 Wm. H11l 

the same ime he Board \vas elected. Mr. Co llins ,v·a~ 
chos n as Cl k of he Beard. 

• 
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'l'H·E ·STORY OF FAIJ;JNG SPRING 
By Miss Susan Gregg Gibson 

Falling Spring is one of the ,oldest and most historic spots 
in Jefferson County. The main house, a fine exam·p1e of co­
lonia·l architecture, was buil-t ~over a hundred years ago by 
Jaco'b Morg,a'1. N-ear it, a·nd by the sprin•g that gave the place 
its name, is an old stone house which was one of several bu.itt 
·by Rich·ard Morga·n, who came from Wales to York, Penn­
sylvania, thence to Mecklenburg, Vi·rginia, no,v Shepherds­
town, West Virgini-a. TheTe he "Wtas granted 1and by King 
George I ·and Lo,rd Fa-irfax in the ·county which is now Jeffer­
S6n. 

To this lirttle stone house <lid A·bel Morgan, son of Rich-
ard, ·bring his bride, who was E·Iizabeth Bedinger, sis·ter of 
Henry Bedlnger, of Hugh Stephenson's Company of Virgin.ia 
Riflemen. Richard Morgan was raJ captain in the Jn-dian W-ar 
1741--42 and ·tater. Jacob Morgan, ,vh·o built -the ma·nsion 
house at Falling Spring, was the son of Abel Morrgan and Eliz-
1albeth Bedinger. Jacob's son, the late Colonel William A. 
Morgan, inherited the estate. At his death i·t passed ou-t of the 
Morgan fami·1y, being purchased ·by Dr. M. H. Crawford. He 
so·I·d to Dr. G. P. Morrison, who in tu111 sold to the present 
own·er, Mr. 1P. P. Steptoe, of ,Clarksburg, West Vi.rginia. It is 
interestin1g ·to learn that this estate wtt5 recorded in the fi-rst 
deed as ''Falling Sp1·ing. ,, 

Mr. Step·toe, in 1932, ,graciously gave permission to the 
Pa-ck Ho·rse Ford Chapter, N. S. D. A. R., t·o erect a m·arker 
in memory of the ·brave men of Hugh Stephenson's Corn pan)' 
at the entrance to his estate on ·the Kearneysville pike, ta,s a 
memorial to -tb,ose V.irginia Riflemen who started fro•m their 
.rendezv·ous a1 Morgan's Spring fori- Boston on July 17, 1775. 
Morgan's Spring was the po,pular n·ame fo·r Ralli•ng Spring 
among the so·ldiers and their d-esce·ndants. 

All know the story that before starting on •the march to 
Boston 1he men shoo·k hands and pledged ·to meet at th·e sprin•g 

• 

in fif·ty yea·rs if alive. Alas, when that time came only two 
ol·d men met ther·e-Major Henryy Bedinger. ('t Berkele.,; 
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County Virginia, and his ·brother, Major General Michael 
Bed inger, of Kentucky, the latter having ridden in on horse­
ba-ck for the occasion. There were three otherr survivors ac-, 
cording to a letter of M·ajor H;enry Bedinger: Judge Robert 
White, of Winchester, Virginia, and Genera·I· Samuel Finley 
and Wil liam Hulse, of Ohio, but th·ey ,ve-re toio infir1n to at­
tend thre reunion in 1825 . Peter Lauck, of Winchester, was 
said to ·have been present, but he belonged to General Dan­
iel Morgan's Company of Frederick. Lauck was a m1em·ber of 
the ''Dutch Mess," the four or five su-rviv,ors of Mongan 's men .. 

( Ed-itor's nate-George Ta·bb, of Stephenson's Company, 
also must have 'been alive at time of reunion, his wrlt being 
p-rdbated in 1826. Government pension rolls show Peter 
Haines, also of Stephenson's Riflemen, still alive in 1840. 
Probably Tabb and Haines were both living or visiting out-
side of the coun1y at time of the reunion.) -


